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Watch and Clock Repairs

Astique clock repairs a speciality

Tel 01279 813400
37 Croasdaile Road, Stansted

KH\JGS

FAMILY B UTCHERS

Lower Street, Stansted

PRIME SCOTCH BEEF
DAIRY FED PORK
ENGLISH & WELSH LAMB
HOME MADE SAUSAGES
HOME COOKED HAM
ADDITIVE-FREE COOKED MEATS
HORMONE-FREE FRESH MEATS
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES

Tel 01279 812219

PC/MAC INSTALLATION

CELANDIRE

EXHIBITIONS/DISPLAYS

DESK TOP PUBLISHING

C
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HZ=TQOCO=mID

23/25 LOWER STREET, STANSTED, ESSEX CM24 8LN
TEL: (01279) 816640 / 730028

$8° B

NORTHGATE END
BISHOP'S STORTFORD
TEL. 01279 663368

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS

THINKING OF BUYING A CAR?
GIVE US A CALL

=

) DAY & SON

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Stone Works, Station Road,
Bishop’s Stortford

working for
PEOPLE AND BUSINESS

Commercial & Domestic Conveyancing
Corporate & Commercial Matters
Charities & Ecclesiastical Law
Litigation & Matrimonial Law
Wills, Probate & Trusts

POTHECARY & BARRATT
SOLICITORS

White Hart Court, North Street
Bishop’s Stortford CM23 21D

Tel 01279 506421
Fax 01279 657626

Parking & access for disabled

Also 1n the City of London
Tel 0171 623 7580 Fax 0171 623 9815

| Tel 01279 654555 or 653450

Q (LANDSCAPE) »
GARDEN DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

- Paving - Brickwork
- Fencing - Planting

-Lawns - Ground Preparation
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PHONE OR FAX

01279 813160

b9 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted
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Methodist

Meets in Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Minister:  Rev'd Michael Hayman
2 South Road, Bishop's Stortford

Tel 654475

Mrs Catherine Dean
49 Recreation Ground. Stansted
Tel 813579

Secretary:

Thought for the Month

I join with all the churches and the three villages ol
Stansted, Birchanger and Farnham in giving a warm
welcome and every good wish and prayers to the Revd
Andrew Spurr following his Induction and Collation as
Rector of the United Benefice. (1 still think 'collation’
sounds very painful, but nothing that I witnessed at the
fine service at St John's, Stansted, on 16th December
confirmed that impression).

I'm used to moving from one church to another, but
Andrew has had a rather unique experience. One day he
was curate in charge and the next day he was Rector. |
wonder what he thought the next morning. Had he got to
adopt a new 'persona’ or is he the same Andrew (hat we've
already come Lo know? It wont be easy and he needs our
love and prayers, not least because the responsibility of
the three parishes will be a large (ask.

To Andrew we say, Go with God!

BUT what about us as a new year begins? Andrew's story
has something (o tell us. We can't start a new year by
putting everything behind us and opening a new book and
beginning again. Two important things are taken with us
into the new year. First: ourselves. 1 mean by that that
all your abilities and disabilities, all your history and
hopes [or the future, your faith in God or not, and
everything that is you slipped past the midnight hour and
was with you on the 1st January. Tough! I know you
wanted to be Tom Cruise or one of the Spice Girls but you
are still you in 1998!

The second thing we take into the new year is the network
of relationships we have developed with other people:
your dear wife or husband, your children, [riends and
neighbours, colleagues and work - even that bullying
unpleasant boss who was such a pain last year! WE can't
avoid OURSELVES.

The change of the year doesn't change us, but we can be
changed. So if you didn't like yourself in 1997, start
again. Say a few 'sorries’, smile a bit more, talk to other
people, change your habits, {ind a place for God. 1f 1997

was good [or you, then thank God and go into 1998 with a

good heart and a readiness to do good. 'Thatch your
lhouse' so that you are ready for stormy days. And may
God go with you.

Michael Hayman

Services for January 1998

4l 9.30am Mr John Banks of Bishop's Stortford

IHth  9.30am The Revd Michael Hayman
Annual Covenant Service including
Holy Communion

18th  9.30am Mr Ron Cox of Bishop's Stortford

6.30pm United Service for the Week of Prayer

for Christian Unity at United Reformed
Church

25th  9.30am The Revd Ronald Rawlings

Our Monthly Fellowship meeting will be Friday 16th
January al 8.00pm. Venue (o be announced.

Roman Catholic

St Theresa's Church, Millside

Priest: Rev'd Joe White
The Presbytery, 12 Millside, Stansted
Tel 814349
Masses: Saturday  Stansted 6.00 pm
Sunday Stansted 10.30 am
Henham 9.00 am
Holy Days  Stansted 8.00 pm
Henham 7.00 pm
Weekdays  Stansted 9.30 am
(Tues-Sat )

Confessions on Saturday alter 9.30 inass
Baptism

Sunday 14th December  Ella Martine Beckwith

Christmas now scems far behind us. Such a lot of
preparations and it's gone with the blink of an eye into
pleasant memories of times pasl. The sales follow on
with undue haste, even intruding into Christmas
celebrations. It seems for us adults that there is almost no
lime just to stop and ponder how best 1o keep the
Christmas spirit of peace and goodwill extending
outwards to embrace joyfully the coming New Year.
The Christnas child brought aun eternal message and we
too can still leave if --

We listen to a child

And he will teach you something

Of love and faith and wonder

Listen and you will learn from the child

What this old proverb suggests:

If there is right in the soul

There will be beauty in the person;

If there is beauty in the person

There will be harmony in the home;

If there is harmony in the home

There will be order in the nation;

If there is order in the nation

There will be peace in the world.

Long may it flourish - A Happy and Peaceful New Year
to all, with great joy and many blessings throughout the
year.



United Reformed

i

Ministers: Rev'd Margaret McKay
1 Howe Hall Cottages
Littlebury Green
Tel 01799 528155

Chapel Hill

Rev'd Lydia Rapkin
23a St John's Close
Saffron Walden
Tel 01799 523296

Mrs Janet Townsend
58 Chapel Hill
Tel 812593

Contact:

PREACHERS FOR JANUARY

4th 11.00amMr Huband
11th 11.00amMr Coulion
18th  11.00amRev M McKay Communion
6.30pm United Service at United
Reformed Church for Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity
25th 11.00amRev L Rapkin

The winner of our recent "Number Quiz" was Mary
Duckworth of Bishop's Stortford who wins a Christmas
Hamper. 140 sheets were sold and 27 returned by the
closing date, one coming as far as Oldham, Lancs.
Others came from Colchester, Peterborough and London.
The winner's score was 984, one point ahead of the next
2 or 97%. If anyone would like a copy of the answers
please ring 814850.

There will be no cake stall in January. We wish all our
customers a Happy and Healthy New Year and look
forward to seeing you in February.

Jazz at the U.R.C.

A group of young talented musicians, the Essex Youth
Jazz Orcheslra. had a lively and entertaining concert on
Saturday November 220d at the United Reformed Church
under the direction of Martin Hathaway. Based in
Colchester. the boys and girls, who are all high school
students. meel every month at the Wilson Marriage
Community Centre for rehearsals.

They performed a varied programne of jazz classics
including Stan Kenton's 'Peanut Vendor', Glen Miller's
"Tuxedo Junction' and Buddy Bolden's Blues. What lifted
the atmosphere for me and surely others in the audience
was the inclusion of some intricate and colourful Latin
American music, notably 'Indei Indei Indei' and
'Manteca', two raditional Brazilian compositions. This is

sophisticated, off-beat music with complicated
syncopation which they performed with panache!

With the addition of the percussion section the evening's
excitement increased. It also offered the opportunity for
the section leaders to introduce riffs and for some good
solos. The enjoyment was enhanced by the sing of Jo
Hendrix who included some Billie Holliday classics in her
reperloire.

The evening was organised by members of the United
Reformed Church committee who provided some tasty
refreshments. They reported a successful conclusion to
the evening with £285 being added (o the repair and re-
development fund and a £50 donation to the orchestra's
funds.

Peter ] Baker

Society of Friends

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk: Mrs Anthea Lee
24 Lea Close
Bishop's Stortford
Tel 656707

George Fox, the founder of Quakerism. spent many years
in the mid-seventeenth century travelling around the
country. preaching and gathering supporters for his new
version of the faith. Many authorities did not like what
he had (o say and he ended up in prison, oflen in terrible
conditions, on a number of occasions.

On these occasions he ofien wrote (o lollow Quaker
ministers exhorting Lhem to continue his work. One
lctter. wrilten from Launceston Prison in 1656 includes
the following well-known words:

“Be pattcrns. be examples in all countries, places, islands,
nations. whercver you come, (hat your carriage and life
may preach among all sorts of people. and (o them, then
you will come to walk cheerfully over the world.
answering that of God in everyone".




Other services of Holy Comumunion include 10.30am

Church of England January 6th at Norman Court. 10.30am January 13th at

Mead Court and 11.00am January 27th al Hargrave

House
Parish Church of St. John the Evangelist Guest Preachers al (he 9 30am Parish Communion
service this month will be Mrs Marion Johnson on
Rector: The Revd. Andrew Spurr January 4th, The Archdeacon of Colchester on January
The Rectory I8th and Mr Terry Waite on January 25th.
Stansted Mountfitchet, CM24 8JP
Office: 812203 February Ist will be a celebration of the Presentation of
Home: 815025 Christ in the Temple to which recently baptised children
Fmail: andrew.spurri@zelner.co, uk and their families will be inviled.
Diary for January 1998 Funerals
Regular worship continues with 8.00am said Holy 26th November  Reginald Bell
Communion and 9.30am sung Parish Communion (Cambridge Crematorium)
services on Sunday mornings with said .E\r'ensm‘lg at 8th December  Hugh Thomas Aveston
6.30pm. There is a said Holy Conununion service on (St John's - Parndon Wood
Wednesday mornings at 10.00am and Prayers at 7.30pm Crematorium)
on Wednesday evenings. 15(h December — Cyril George Archer

(St John's - Takceley Churchyard)

St John's Christmas Market, which raised £1717, was the happy event that
these photographs show. Some eleven stalls plus Father Christmas
in his 'Upper Room' made fo uccessful morning.




Uttlesford Carers &
Alzheimer’s Disease Sociely

CARERS SUPPORT GROUP

co][fss dl/(o'méng

Hargrave Nursing Home'

A discussion of carers issues Cambridge Road
over a cup of tea & biscuits 70.00 am - 12 noon
2 - 4 pm Monday 5th January Wed 7th gmumy
Quaker Meeting House Entranze 4op
Everyone welcome Coms a.m{/'obz the 'Lsil'zlsmfi or
Tel 01371 875810 / 872519 a chat and a piccs of caks

January
5 Mon Carers Support Group
5 Mon

to
8 Thu Skip at Crafton Green
6 Tue Keep Fit resumes
7 Wed Coffee Morning

8 Thu EveningWI

12 Mon Shalom Prayer & Praise
18 Sun Village Music Club

24 Sat Jumble Sale

26 Mon Shalom Slide Evening

February

2 Mon Carers Support Group
2 Mon

5 Thu Skip at Crafton Green
4 Wed Coffee Morning

4 Wed Gardening Club

7 Sat Cake Stall

1 Evening WI

VILLAGE EVENTS

Quaker Meeting House 2 - 4 pm

St John's Hall 8 15 pm

Hargrave House 10 am - 12 noon
St John's Hall 8 pm

4 Greenfields 8 pm

St John's Church 3 pm

Bentfield School 2 pm

7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm

Quaker Meeting House 2 - 4 pm

Hargrave House 10 am - 12 noon
Day Centre 8 pm

Outside URC 10 am

St John's Hall 8 15 pm

TUESDAY KEEP-FIT

o\ cAssEs
resume on
Tuesday 6th January
St. John’s Church Hall
8.151t0 9.15 pm
Everyone Welcome

“Come along and shape
up for summer”
For more information

please telephone
Queenie Brown on 812816

JUMBLE SALE

2 pm
Saturday 24th January

Bentfield School

For collection please
tel 816895

.

Has your organisation planned an event for February?

why not advertise it on this page?
Please submit details in writing to 58 Chapel Hill
by 15th January

Please note, all items are subject to the editors’ approval.

| Stansted Parish A

Skip Dates

Council Gy
Mon - Thurs Weekends Mon - Thurs
5-8 January
2 - 5 February 21 - 22 February -
16 - 19 March 20 - 23 April
11 - 14 May 30 - 31 May 22 - 25 June
20 - 23 July 8 -9 August 31 Aug -3 Sept
5 - 8 October 14 - 15 November 7 - 10 December

THE VILLAGE |
=5 MUSIC CLUB

ANN MACKAY Sopraro
SONIA LEVY Piano

Vocal and piano works by a
variety of composers from
Scarlatti through to
Flanders and Swann

3.00 pm
Sunday 1&th January
5t John's Church

Tickets from
Stansted Carpets Chapel Hill 812019
Nockolds Bishop's Stortford
Sonia Levy 815282 and at the door
£6 adults £4 concessions £2 children
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re-schoo
Pubow Pre-sokosl, Youth and Adlt Cenire,
Lower Street, Staneted Locen CM24 8LK

Meets at Stansted Youth and Community Centre.
Opening times, 9.15 - 12, every morning for 2}:-5 year
olds.

Last half term we took the general theme of sensory
awareness, looking at smells, taste, Louch, hearing and
seeing. Activities included making binoculars which
were laler used under supervision and a short walk with
the aim of listening (o and identifying sounds. There was
also a successful trip 1o Stansted Airport enabling the
children to experience the fun of going on the train and
changing (rains. At the airport they observed passengers
checking in for their flights and they watched the
weighing of baggage and the children also used the lifts.
[t was a great trip.

Leading up to Christmas the children made individual
miniature Christmas cakes, Christinas cards and
decorations. The Pre-school Nativity was watched by
many parents. All the hard work of rehearsals and
preparation paid off and the nativity play went without a
single hitch and the carols were sung beautilully. A raffle
was also held (o raise funds for the Pre-school. The prizes
were donated by many local businesses and we would like
1o thank them all, but we would like (o give special thanks

lo the China Garden, Station Road. for donating a meal
for two and Harris antiques of Lower Street for giving a
bottle of Teachers whisky.

Father Christmas found time in his busy schedule to come
and visit the children at their party. He also popped down
to see the children at Rainbow Tots. For his efforts he
was rewarded with a bottle of red wine!

These aclivities are in addition to the materials and
equipment that are available on a daily basis which
include a home corner play drea, slide, books, jigsaws,
drawing materials and scissors, construction toys, water
and sand and an interest table. The wide selection of
activities allows the children to develop the process of
choosing and helps them to become more independent.
The play ethos also builds up a play school's social skills
and nurtures sell-confidence.

All in all it has been a very enjoyable half term and we
arc looking forward Lo a busy spring term with lots of new
aclivities. The parents are in a flurry of activity too -
swolting up for our spring term quiz (January 31st). I
wish them all well.
Lorna (817197)
Messy Play and Rainbow Tol(s Co-ordinator

Bentfield School

A big thank you Lo everyone who came and supported our
Christmas Fayre. We raised aboul £1,500 which is an
amazing amount. Our aim (o get a new computer for
each classroon is well under way. As you can see from
our entry in the Events page, we hope to further our funds
by holding a jumble sale at the school on January 24th.

Arevou [
RETIRED?
Then a warm welcome 3\

awaits you at the
Stansted Day Centre.

W lunches & snacks ¢

UTTLESFORD CARERS

can give help and advice
If you are looking after a relative or friend

contact us at
12 Stortford Road, Gt Dunmow CM6 1DE
or phone 01371 875810

10.00 am
to
4.00 pm

social afiviies
® il

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday

\ .

Come and enjoy the friendly
atmosphere at -

Crafton Green - top of Chapel
Hill. Tel 815091. .

CCTV

STEVENS SECURITY

INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS
DOOR ENTRY INTERCOMS

01279 813345

SECURITY LIGHTING
01708 742944




WORKERS’
EDUCATIONAL
ASSOCIATION

Our spring course "Understanding the Earth" will be
given by Mr Peter White, our tutor on two previous
courses, one on natural history, the other "London and the
Thames". Those of you who have been to his classes
before will know he is a real enthusiast and full of
information on his subjects.

In the ten weekly lectures Mr White will explain how
Earth, having evolved in the solar system, uniquely with
its geology, atmosphere and oceans, is able to support life;
how man has lived off, explored and exploited resources
and sources of energy, and the threat that this exploitation
has now caused; how nature, as well as natural hazards
like volcanoes and earthquakes, hurricanes and drought,
is being affected by the "greenhouse effect”. The latter
part of the course will cover how man can conserve and
better manage natural resources, the energy options, wind,
wave and solar power, also what is fact and what is
propaganda by vested interests. The course will be
illustrated by slides and it is hoped to arrange an outing in
connection with it.

The course will be held as usual at the Day Centre on
Monday evenings, beginning on 19th January. The first
evening we open at 7.30pm to allow for enrolment,
lectures at 8 pm. There is a reduced rate for retired
people. If you would like any further details please ring
Jean McBride, 812214.

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR
HEARING AID?

Why not obtain FREE help
and advice on National
Health Hearing Aids

10 am - 12 noon
LAST WEDNESDAY of each month
STANSTED DAY CENTRE
Campaign for
Tackling Acquired
Deafness
is a registered charity

For further information
ring 01799 522915
or 01371 873310

HELPLINE
0941 104093

Monday - Friday
9.00 ar - 4.00 pm

On sale NOW!!
Lettercards - drawings of St
John’s Church

Pack of 6 cards - only £1.50
AWl proceeds to St John'’s Churc

Available from Sheila Parry

Tel 814788

THE VILLAGE
@ MUSIC CLUB

We are opening 1998 with a recital by the international
soprano Ann Mackay with pianist Sonia Levy on Sunday
18th January at 3pm in St John's Church, Stansted. For
more details of the programme and availability of tickets,
please see our display advertisement in this edition of
Link.

Stanley Sadie wrote of Ann Mackay in 'The Times
Literary Supplement' that she "...was commanding in her
presence and a joy to listen to, with gleaming tone,
impeccable tuning and crystalline passage work ..." while
"The Guardian' said "... meltingly sweet in the upper
registers and with ample reserves of power ..."

HELPLING

NEEDS HELP!

Your local voluntary community care service
requires new volunteers

A telephone is essential - and use of a car
would be particularly helpful
as requests for transport are many

If you agree (o add your name (o our
list of volunteers it will not entail any

regular commitment

For more details please ring:
Yvonne Ayres (Organiser) - 814706 or
Francine Cope (Chairman) - 814562

Teeflexology & B
cAecupressure Massage

Reflexology is a method of
deep foot massage offering
relief from many conditions -
Backpain, Neck and Sciatica,
Menstrual Problems, Digestive,
Asthma & Allergies and many
more,

Reflexology is a wonderful
relaxing experience that greatly
improves your well being.

For consultations or advice

Gillian Smith
16 Wetherfield, Stansted
Tel 01279 815606

Supplier of Forever Living
Aloe Vera Products




STANSTED EVENING

Members at the December meeling were introduced to
their new commiltee for the coming year and informed of
the jobs they would be doing. During the business it was
agreed to again support the Meningitis Trust by donating
our March Raffle proceeds. We will be having Ken
Crowther, a gardening expert from Radio Essex, as our
speaker at this meeting and will open it to other people in
the village who may be interested in hearing him.

Our January meeting is our usual New Year party when
we will all learn about 'Line Dancing' and hoping to take
part in this, so evening dress is jeans and check shirts.

Members have been sad to learn of the closure of our
sister W.1., the Afternoon Meeting. Formed 73 years ago
and helping us to form 37 years ago, the remaining
members felt they were unable to continue. This is a
piece of village history brought to a close.

Our speaker, Tony Rooke, gave a talk entitled "One in the
eve for Harold" with slides of the Bayeaux Tapestry. He
told how the tapestry was made and also the story of ’
Harold, Edward the Confessor who he succeeded, and of
Count William of Normandy who became William the
Conqueror. Looking more closely at each section of the
tapestry you could see life as it was in the 1060's and also
some of the funnier sides of the pictures embroidered on
the cloth. Only four women appear on the whole of this
wonderful work, well out numbered by men and horses,
and even strange coloured Falcons looking more like
parrots. Mr Rooke was thanked for a very interesting and
amusing talk by Mrs Honour.

Our meeting continued with Georgina Coombes showing
some of her slides of Zimbabwe, taken when she was
there with Raleigh International. She worked on four
projects to help the local people, one of these being for
people with cataracts. She told us these operations only
take about 20 minutes and give sight to children who
were born with cataracts and not able Lo see.

Don't forgel to look oul [or our posters on the
noticeboards each month and il any of our speakers
interest you do come along and join us for the evening,

ST CLARE WEST ESSEX
HOSPICE CARE TRUST

A1l of us at St Clare Hospice would
like to thank everyone who has donated
to or fundraised for our charity in
1997. Particular thanks must go to

our five Fundraising Groups; the Dunmow,
Epping, Harlow, Loughton and Saffron
Walden Friends of St Clare all of whom
have worked tremendously hard to make
their fundraising activities so enjoyable
and successful. Among their many
achievements were the recent street
collections, ably helped by other local
people we are pleased to have as active
supporters. The gross results of the
collections were as follows:

Saturday uth December

Epping £ 633.13
Harlow £ 556.58
Lakeside Shopping Centre £ 242.93

Tuesday 9th December:
Dunmow £ 292.39
Saffron Walden £ 809.91

Total £2,534.94

Thank you to everyone who participated.
Without such practical help, St Clare
would not be able to provide much-needed
Hospice Care Services to people in West
Essex. We are also well over halfway

to reaching our target to raise the
funds to build an eight-bed extension

to the existing Hospice Centre.

With the continued support of the local
community, we hope to fundraise even
more successfully in 1998. A happy
Christmas and a peaceful New Year to
you all.




A Pet for Adam

Adam did so want a pet of his own. Some of his friends had cats. “Can | have a cat please, Dad?" he asked. “No,
Adam” replied his father, *it would probably scratch up the seeds in my garden”. One of his friends had a puppy.
“Can | have a dog please, Mum?" Adam asked. “No dear, | don't want muddy paw marks all over the house” sald
his mother. Adam thought sadly that he would just have to wait until he had grown up.

On Saturday, Dad took all the things out of the garden shed, swept it, and put all the things back again. All, that
is, except two large wooden boxes, some pleces of wood, a tin of nalls, and a hammer. Dad left them on the
lawn, and drove off down the road. Adam walked round and round the things on the grass, wondering what was
going to be done with them. Dad came back with a roll of wire netting. This was even more puzziing; Adam
watched while the boxes were turned on their sides and joined together. Then a hole was cut out between
them and pieces of wood nailed on for legs. Wire netting was fixed across the open part of the biggest box, and
a door hung on the front of the other box. Adam asked his Mum what Dad was making. “Wait and see” was all
she said, and smiled. All day on Sunday and Monday, Adam thought about what had been made but couldn’t
guess what it was. Can you?

On Tuesday, Dad did not go to work, but took Adam and Mum to the nearby town instead. Dad parked the car
and took out of it a cardboard box with holes in the lid and pieces of straw sticking out. They walked through
the shopping centre and went into a shop with tanks of fish and cages all round the walls. It was a pet shop!

Then Adam guessed what Dad had been making - a rabbit hutch! “Oh, | would like a rabbit more than anything
else in the world” he cried. It was difficult to choose, they all looked so beautiful to Adam. At last he picked a
white one with a littie pink nose, pink ears and lovely red eyes. While Dad went to fetch a bale of hay and a bag
of rabbit food, the white rabbit was carefully placed in the cardboard box. “I think I'll call him Snowy" said Adam.
As he proudly carried the box to the car, he thought happlly that he had a pet of his very own at last, and he
would take great care of it.

Can you fill in the names of these pets? Al children love the idea of owning a pet, but
which one?

_____ Pupples eat anything and everything from slippers and socks
to armchalrs! Dogs need a lot of exercise and should be
walked twicea day. Fun to start with, but what about the rain?

Cats are easler than dogs, but can be rather snooty about

I children and sometimes do not return the adoration they

=it receive. some, however, can be very loving and friendly. A

child with asthma will not be helped by a cat in the house.

y Rabbits need more space than people realise, needing a

hutch and an outside run. They need cleaning out often and

can be nervous and need kindness. This is the same for

guinea pigs. They are very sweet and strokeable but can be
quite smelly. They are tricky for young children to handie.

W e o i Hamsters are relatively easy to look after, although
short-lived. They tend to be awake at night, so may not be
I‘ very exciting for children until late afternoon. The RSPCA

————— does not advise snakes as pets for children under 11, but if

H you have no objections to keeping bags of dead mice or day

g | I‘ old chicks in your freezer, then the choice is yours!! Children

_ == - = - = can get satisfaction out of watching fish swim about and
t feeding them, but they stili need cleaning out reguiarly.

All pets must be thought about carefully before buying, as
e they are a big responsibility, whatever their size. Children
need to learn how to handle and feed them, but a pet can be
a loving companion. Leaflets about petcare for children are
Answers on page 10 available from RSPCA, Causeway, Horsham RH12 1HG.

LWUOWITOOTWmMOOD
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Our social evening, at which several members of the
Royal British Legion were also present, included a very
interesting talk on "Old Stansted" by Peter Brown assisted
by Peter Barker. We heard many anecdotes and learned
something of the history of Stansted Fire Service up to the
time of the fire which destroyed Bentfield Hall in 1940.

Presentation of plants were made by our Chairman, Mrs
Hollis, Lo Mrs Snow and Mrs Measures who were retiring
from the committee after many years service,

Delicious fish and chips and ploughman's were served,
washed down with lashings of white wine and the
drawing of a generous raffle completed a memorable
evening.

We meet again on Thursday 19th February at 7.30pm in
the Day Centre. Visitors welcome at 50p.

Pat Clower

> Turkey Flan

8oz / 225gm shortcrust pastry

50z / 140gm cooked diced ham

50z / 140gm cooked diced turkey
40z / 115gm grated cheddar cheese
2 eggs

Y4 pint / 140ml milk

Salt and pepper

(a) line an 8" / 200mm flan, ring with pastry

(b)  add ham and turkey

(c)  sprinkle with cheese

(d) beat eggs

(e) add milk and seasoning

] mix with other ingredients

(g9 bake for 10 mins gas Mark 6 / 200°C / 400°F

(h) bake until egg is set (approx 20 mins) gas
Mark 4 / 180°C / 350°F

(i) serve hot or cold

Serves 6

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET LUNCH CLUB

Stansted has no forum to promote and foster the interests
of local businesses and traders. Past allempts (o establish
a Chamber of Commerce or Trade have not attracted
sufficient support or interest (o survive. But there is a
need for some kind of forum for the exchange of ideas and
the promotion of issues on behalf of the business/trading
community in Stansted.

Perhaps a lunch club can serve this purpose whilst, at the
same time, providing an opportunity for local businesses
and traders to meet on an informal and relaxed basis.
Therefore, following a Parish Council initiative, an
exploralory lunch was held at The Old Bell Hotel at the
end of November.

The exploratory lunch was well attended and 27 sat down
lo an enjoyable meal in convivial surroundings and
company. A questionnaire completed by those present
indicated strong support for the Club and, in particular, it
suggesied that:

o lunch was preferred to breakfast;

e the Club should be open to businesses/traders in
the Stansted area, rather than Stansted only;
occasional speakers on subjects of local and
general interest would be welcome;

the opportunity should be given to members to
make brief 5 minute presentations on their
businesses;

most saw networking as one of the Club's
principal benefits, whilst others regarded il as a
pleasant interlude in good company;

lunches should be held every six to eight weeks;
all present would be back for more!!

This strength of support has encouraged us to arrange the
second Club Lunch at Bacchus Wine Bar, 7&8 Castle
Walk (the shopping precinct behind Lower Street) at
noon for 12.30pm on Wednesday 21st January 1998.

The Club is open al all husinesses/traders in Stansted
and district. There is no mertbership subscription; on
the cost of lunch £15 per head). Those interested in
joining should contact Alastair Richardson, the Co-
ordinator.

Alastair Richardson
Co-ordinator
16a Lower Street, Stansted
Tel: 01279 815959 Fax: 01279 813362

Answers to Children’s Pet Puzzle

Gerbil Goldfish
Dog Hamster
Stick Insect Budgerigar
Pony Rabbit

Cat Snake
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A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF THE
STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET'S SENIORS' CLUB

Early in January we held our Subscription Meeting -
followed by a New Year tea parly. 54 members paid up
their £2. We missed some of our older members - Ted
Dicks and Fanny Watson, who died within a short time of
each other. Several of our 90 year olds can no longer be
with us - Mrs Sage, Mrs Livings and, of course, the
Founder - Mrs Mary Page. We do like to keep in touch
with them all and they look forward to any contact with
old friends. Another two long-standing members have
moved away - Mrs 'Patsy' Paliner to live with her
daughter and Mrs Hazzard, whose failing health made it
necessary for her 1o go into a nursing home. We do miss
them both - especially Mrs Hazzard's laughter!

Mrs Elhel Jolly had been a member of the committee for
many years and always ran the Tombola so profitably for
the sale - collecting all year round so that it should be a
success. Sadly Ethel was taken ill before our year began
and we were grieved when she died earlier this year. The
devoted service and loyalty 1o the Club of all these former
members has laid the foundation for its conlinuing
existence in 1997.

We've had some good speakers this year - we know more
about the history of Punch and Judy, we learned
something of the days of the Land Army Girls during the
war and our own local boy, Peter Wright entertained us
well with tails of his Stansted childhood - swilt retribution
of Headmaster Enoch, Sergeant Ayres, followed by wrong
doings. Even some of our members not of Stansted origin
greatly enjoyed his reminiscences. He'll be back in 1998!

Oulings were good, especially the 'Age Concern' Music
Hall in the lovely Princes Theatre in Clacton. 50 seats are
already booked for May 21st 1998. The day out to
Wroxham and the tour of the Norfolk Broads was a really
lovely day and much enjoyed by all of us. But why did we
have to choose the one day of bad weather for our half-day
tour of the Cambridgeshire - Suffolk countryside, with tea
by the river in Ely. An enjoyable (rip, in spile of the chill
wind - and a good restaurant to remember for other
outings.

September saw the great Exodus to Brighton - 600 people
in 12 coaches - courlesy of Airport Charities Fund. Free
lunch, a disco - and more noise than most of us could
cope with.
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Of course, there were the events which have become
‘annual’ now - the Grand National Draw, the Easter
bonnelts. the General Knowledge Quiz, the Sale and those
afternoons known as 'Games and Gossip' days. Our last
meeting of the year was especially enjoyable, when some
of the children from St Mary's School came and sang and
played for us. We do hope that this can be an annual
event loo. It was so good to have both audience and
players say how much they'd enjoyed the afternoon.

This year we have a complete change of venue for our
Christmas Lunch, when we shall have the pleasure of our
volunteer drivers' company as our guests at St Mark's
Abbey Barn at Audley End. There are quite a number of

our members who could not be with us but for their
kindness in providing transport to the Day Centre. I do
hope all goes well for us on 17th December and that the
'wintry showers' spoken of for next week stay away, at
least until Thursday! The Abbey is a place of great charm
and antiquity - like its visitors on 17(h December!

In conclusion we do offer a warm welcome to new
members - our programme is published in the Day Centre
- and you don't have (o join for the whole year, just drop
in and join us for a cup of tea (served at 3 o'clock) if you
would like 1o hear one of our speakers - or even on a
'Games and Gossip' day.

STANSTED &/f‘ﬁ

CONSERVATIVES
<

Forthcoming Events
Diary dates for the next two months are as follows:

MP's interview : 7-7.45pm Friday 6th February 1998,
Stansted Parish Council Offices

Winter Warmth : Noon on Sunday, 15th February 1998
Joint Branch AGM : 8.00pm on Friday, 20th March
1998

Ladies' Branch AGM : Noon on Wednesday, 25th
March 1998

Annual Dinner Dance : 7.30pm on Saturday, 28th March
1998

Winter Warmth will be held at Savages, Lower Street,
Stansted, by kind invitation of one of the Vice Presidents
of the Branch and his wife, Peter and Kay Jones.

It should be noted that the Annual Dinner Dance is to be
held later in the year than has been (he practice in the
past.

Alastair Richardson
815959



MUSICAL INSTRUMENT BANK
A new venture for Stansted

Music can be a very expensive subject for any parent (o
offer a child. The cost of instruments is very high. as is
the cost of tuition and sheet music and we feel that this
balance should be restored allowing everyone o
participate.

The aim of the music bank is Lo provide al very low cosl a
variety of instruments for hire to school children whosc
families may not be able to alford the cost of a new
instrument.

The bank will make no profit for those involved in
running it. All monies received for hire of instruments
will be re-invesled and used for (a) insuring the hired
instruments and (b) the purchase of more instrunents.

We arc hoping that anyonc who has any instrutnents lying
around that they no longer usc will offer them 1o the
Music Bank for hirc. The instruments will remain the
properly of the donor and would be returned if required at
a laler date.

St Mary's Primary School in St John's Road. Stansted.
have kindly offered the use of their hall to hold a concert
in order (o raise moncey Lo buy instruments. This will take
place carly next year and will involve many children who
alrcady fearn a musical instrument. More details will be
announced nearer the time,

Ellic Morrow
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STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

A drink of hot punch welcomed members (o the
December meeting which was followed by an appropriale
talk on English Pubs by Kate Muskelt. She showed slides
of pub signs, some of them beautifully done and many
surrounded by wrought iron work and explained their
meanings. Tea, coffec, mince pies and a chance to chat
closed the evening.
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Meetings in the Day Centre at 8 pm.
February 4(h Norman Mead on "The Anti-Airport
Prolest Movement”

Ann-Maric Parker with the intriguing
title "Hearly Homely Loving Herts"
"The History of Gramophones" by
R.A. Lewin.

March 5th

April 2nd

Pcggy Honour



Another vintage photograph from David Martin's Stansted Postcard Collection.
Can any reader remember the names of the nine or ten shops in Silver Street and
possibly the approximate date? So much remains of this scene but the quiet of
those days can only be imagined. Anyone wanting copies should ring 814673,

STANSTED PERSPECTIVIE

Whilst we still bask in the Season of Goodwill, this may be an
opportune moment to list some of the encouraging elements
which make up Stansted life. The list (which is not in any order
of importance or merit) is certainly not exclusive. Readers may
wish to add other 'things', tangible or otherwise, and advise
Link of their favourites.

1. New improved paving and street furniture in Lower Street,

making for a pleasant and uncluttered shopping environment.

2. Helpful and cheery shopkeepers in both locations.
3. One of the County's best examples of a view down our
principal hill (Chapel Hil).
Several fine period buildings easily visible to the passer-by
5. Many welcoming pubs with good menus

9.

10.
1L
12.

13.

14
15.
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Numerous walks of varying duration in delightful
surroundings and within a 2 mile radius.

Despite occasional lapses, good public transport to our
nearest towns, and to London and Europe.

A wealth of voluntary welfare setvices with willing people

to run them

Plenty of clubs and societies for physical and cultural
development

Good schools within walking distance.

A library which opens for most of Saturday (and other times)
A population containing a spread of social strands, all making
for a well-balanced community

A fire service on the doorstep

A wide range of medical and allied facilities

A place where there is always something happening

Cogitatus



FOSTER

PLUMBING
&
HEATING

Mr I K Foster
3 Bower Road
Stansted
Essex
CM24 8TJ
Tel. 01279 816547

PARKING PLANTS

Motts Hall, Gaunts End,
Elsenham (behind Elsenham Foods)

If... you're lookig)g for good quality
plants, garden sundries, sheds, fencing,
mushroom compost, top soil,
wood chip etc all at very realistic prices,

why
not visit us any weekend?
Winter pansies 38p each
6 packs £1.60

Large perennials in many varieties
from £1.25
Also landscape gardeners of
&  distinction &
For free and friendly quotes and

advice call David on
813437 (day) or 817446 (eve)

W

FuNerAL DIRECTORS

OODCHILD

Independent Family Owned
® Day and night service
@ Pre-Arrangement specialist
@ Arranging at home or office

@ Rolls Royce and Daimler vehicles

K> Chosen Heritage nominated
' area funeral director

38 Hockerill Street

Bishop’s Stortford. Tel: 461215

The Stow (Outer Road)
Harlow. Tel: 427362

ALDWYCH CONSTRUCTION LTD

23/25 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 SLN

Building and Decorating Contractors
All needs provided throughout North West Essex, East Herts & South Cambs

‘PROPER WORK AT PROPER PRICES’
BOTH PERIOD AND MODERN

FOR ESTIMATES Tel 01279 816701
Mobile 0378 553485 Fax 01279 812656

ﬂ R JOHNSTON css Rrs\
Qualified Tree Surgeon

Fully Insured

' Pruning
Dismantling
Hedge Trimming

Trees/Shrubs supplied © planted

Tel 01920 821595

\ Contract Maintenance )

" Sue Leeck MSSCh MBChA

Chiropodist
®01279 850764
Home Visits and Surgery

| Routine (Chinotody, Verucae
Comes and Vail disordens

9, Mill Road, Henham,

Bishops Stortford, Herts. CM22 6AD

| AT T AT TS TS
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SOLICITORS

For a friendly and personal
service:
Fixed fee Conveyancing
Litigation
Wills and Probate
Free initial consultation
Advice and assistance at
reasonable cost
Prompt attention
Please contact Julian Vickers
Tel:01799 543 335

R R T T T T T e e

¢ THE COTTAGE, VICARAGE LANE, UGLEY,
BisHop STORTFORD, HERTS CM22 6HU
Fax: 01799 542 325
E-MaIL: JULIANVICKERS@MSN,COM

AT AT AT A AT AT AT AT AT ST AT ST T

e T,
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MARTIN WEST ASSOCIATES

Consulting in
Elocution
Voice Training
Use of English

Creation of Speeches
Presentations

Also a Video, Voiceover and
Recording Service

43 Chapel Hill, Stansted
CM24 8AD

Tel/Fax 01279 813514




G. S. WOOD

Plumbing & Heating

City & Guilds Qualified - 19 Years Experience

* HEATING *

Complete installations, new boilers,
radiators, cylinders, etc. plus
all maintenance work undertaken

GAS BOILER SERVICING
% PLUMBING %

Complete bathrooms, showers,
sinks, water softeners etc.

NO JOB TOO SMALL
¥* Ceramic Tiling also Undertaken %

Telephone 01279 813743
or Mobile 0402 103990

D.C.POULTON & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

3 06 e e e

Day and Night
Personal Service.

Funerals Arranged in
All Districts.

Established Over 100 Years.

3 % % 3k %

Chapel Hill, Stansted

01279 813219

Clarks Lane, Epping

01992 572609

335 High Street, Ongar
01277 366009

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

David
WNeann's

Garage

SERVICING

REPAIRS

BENTFIELD ROAD
STANSTED

TEL: 01279 812686

Ray Morton

PAINTER & DECORATOR
GENERAL HANDYMAN

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

Tel 01279 812792
8 Mill Close, Elsenham

/Professiona[ Carpet, U pho[stery\

& Curtain C[eaning

Geoff Coulson

 ——
Mobile Ansaphone

Featured in
‘GOOD NURSERY GUIDE’
Montessori Day Nursery &

Pre-Preparatory School

(opposite Airport teminal)
Tel 01279 870898

Accepts children up to 7 years

| Meadow Montessori Day
Nursery, Saffron Walden

* Tel 01799 513858
Accepls children from 2-5 years
Traditional values of Montessori

teaching with structured reading,

language and number.

Children accepted full or part time
Flexible hours

\0378 549866 01279 655060/

%ﬁ T;J: J’s1

“Holiday Care Service”

We can:

- Look after animals Big or Small,
in the comfort of their own home

- Water Plants

- Mow Lawn

Any Job Considered

Phone for a
Quote & Consultation on:

01279 813871

@ References available
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BUILDING PLANS TO
L. A APPROVAL

HOUSE EXTENSIONS
AND CONVERSIONS

P D FLEET
Tel 01279 813815

Good news for all deaf and
hard of hearing people

UTTLESFORD CAMTAD

Campaign for Tackling
Acquired Deafness

if you have a hearing
problem
Ring HELPLINE
0941 104093

9am to 4pm

Free after care (NHS Appliances)
Free lip reading classes
Library of environmental aids




DA 3 / JevRea,
PERSONAL HEALTH MATTERS Harlow ITeC 2
FITNESS ® for all your training needs T L
1t i . Tony Pitt Dip FTST
MIHBC, MFSMT, RSA )
RAINING @ Evening Courses commencing 2nd October 97
FREE Consultant in fitness and (and Feb 98)
YOURSELF injury therapy offers e  Computer Literacy & IT - beginners
upstream medicine for ® Wordprecessing/Spreadsheet/Database -
FROM YOUR many of today’s health intermediate
SEDENTARY problems. e Windows 95 and Word 7 Wordprocessing
LIFESTYLE ) . Quark XPress for beginners
All exercise programmes Massage
individually tailored to suit and FREE Computer Courses for unemployed or
clients specific needs. Varied Sports therapy returners to work - 5 days a week from 9.30am-
and effective training, in a for all ages 2.30pm OR 2 days per week 9.30am-4.30pm plus
fully equipped training and ©) MS Office, Lotus, Corel 1 day fast track courses
therapy suite, assists HEALTH MATTERS 1
individuals reach their own for free consultation o Ring t‘a"low ITeC on 01279 446556
personal health related goals. 01279 812339 A g °Z‘,’,2..B”L'Lm:@ﬁﬂh;mw i
MAKE YOUR OWN
S
A.C.FYNAN csc acc. CLOTSE "
HOME MAINTENANCE IMPROVEMENT de “SPe;_tl? 3 "TS'““ 9
e
29 GILBEY CRESCENT CARPENTRY All Abilities welcom
STANSTED Mondays 7 - 9 pm
ESSEX SPECIALIST
The Upper Room
01279 814623 j Stlohn's Hall
For details tel
Yvonne Ayres 814706

CASTLE WALK CLINIC

14 Castle Walk, Lower Street, Stansted.
REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

Jacolin Sheaf po, MRO
Specialist in treatment of spinal, joint & muscle

pain, headaches, trapped nerves & sports injuries.
Treatment suitable for all ages including children

(01279) 815907

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST
Cheryl Whitton DPodM, SRch, MchS

P E. Child

Plumbing & Heating Engineers
Tel: 01279 815370

29 High Streel 01799 Specialising in Routine Chiropody, Sports Injuries,
B Sﬁ%’gilo lﬂ}&e“ 522488 Ultrasound, Biomechanics, Orthotics,
$6X

Nail Surgery & Verrucae

ey e e s =
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:CORBETT ELECTRICAL

Electrical Contractor

M COLLINS

Family News
NEWSAGENT TOBACCONIST

. -—-m
\:{'J\ é,_?-

CONFECTIONERS

AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANERS . 31 Rainsford Road

Naiired rapacton Coundl lor
Cortracirg

Chapel Hill 55 Stansted e
Tel 01 e Essex
el 01279 812049 o Esex ,.I,‘."g“=

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

; :‘_ Tel: (01279) 816577

Fabricati ..
abricarions e®0, *
L P A\l
We can supply most well known makes of fabrics at o{@ Y \o\ﬂ‘g;w‘ow *
competitive prices. We can make up your curtains and “,_\_‘{k’ *
soft furnishings from our fabrics or your own. rf_{/i&\“%\ *_“\%“‘t:b
Contact us for our free measuring service. ' %{ ) “ﬁ_%?‘ ,311"\
U et
Sus 777465 Carol 777480 Kate 777452 0 °
STANSTED MouNTErTchET || ’
D MOUNT ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE SOCIETY
OPEN 2.00 - 6.00 pm NORTH WEST ESSEX BRANCH
- 1st Sunday in month - April to October OUTREACH WORKER: VALERIE REAVELL
ALSO 8 12 Stortford Road, Great Dunmow CMé6 1DE
Sunday & Monday of Bank Holidays N
and every Sunday in August T . T 1=
A DMISSION ! lelephone No. 01371 872519
Adults 50p accompanied children 25p We are here to help carers of people suffering from dementia.
PARTIES by appointment For information or help, please contact the above.
| Tel 01279 813160 B Charity No. 296645 o

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Tel 01279 813610

PBabecdashery
@reetmgs ctarhs

The Post Office

Chapel Hill, Stansted, Essex

A
TYPING

Correspondence, C.V.s,
Reports, Manuscripts etc

FAST EFFICIENT SERVICE
Fax 01279 813918

Photocopping
étatwmry

Top of the range WP and
laser printer used

Reasonable rates
No job too small or too large

Tel 01279 815660




S'I'ANS'I'ESD ALEXANDER

42 CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED, ESSEX C TECH N IO U E

CARPETS & a A method of mind & body
VIN'YLS R c AwWARENESS which RElEASES.IENSiON

CARPET TILES - SAFETY FLOORING h bork mentally and physically.
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL T e This can help with stress relared
cu RTAI Ns A [0) g S problems and pain

HUGE ,
AND FASRICS SELECTION e Private lessons

RAILS AND POLES -
HAND MADE CURTAINS h Introductory Lesson

WALLPAPER e Introductory Workshops
BORROW THE BOOK - R Talks

e —— Pippa Bondy M.S.TAT.
01279 812019 in Stansted 59 St John's Road Stansted

Tel 01279 813886

I __u(/]ﬁuzd/a/__
COBBLERS

High Class Shoe Repairs
Key Cutting
Trophies & Engraving |

The Cottage Guest House

AA Selected 4Qs

-

({7 ET.B. Highly Commended 2 Crowns
-2 \5 71 Birchanger Lane
Bishop’s Stortford

Hertfordshire
coooo CM23 5QA
7 Lower Sireet, Dave & Jan Godier
Stansted, v Tel 01279 812349 Mr & Mrs J.P. Hodge
Essex CM24 8LN Tel: {0279) 815013 000000000000000000000000000000000,'
= — 2 OOOL ;

DANIEL
ROBINSON

Star-Jenn Travel & SONS LTD

Specialists in flights, car rentals,

travel insurance FUNERAL DIRECTORS
. MONUMENTAL MASONS

We invite you to call for a

competitive quote on your next PERSONAL SERVICE FROM A FAMILY

business or Ieisure trip BUSINESS DAY OR NIGHT

WYCH ELM 79/81 SOUTH STREET
HARLOW BISHOP’S STORTFORD

i rd & Switch
We accept Visa, Masterca 01279 426990 01279 655477

01279 8175€%

Travel Trust
Association
No T6267

3 BULLFIELDS HASLERS LANE
SAWBRIDGEWORTH GREAT DUNMOW
01279 722476 01371 874518

24 Hour Family CareLine

OUR TRAINED STAFF WILL BE PLEASED TO GIVE

FREE CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE ON ANY MATTERS ,Eummemss
GOLDEN CHARTER FUNERAL —
PRE-PAYMENT PLANS /




