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42 CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED, ESSEX

CARPETS &
VINYLS

CARPET TILES - SAFETY FLOORING
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

CURTAINS

AND FABRICS + RAILS AND POLES
HAND MADE CURTAINS

FREE LOAN OF SAMPLES
HUGE SELECTION
FREE QUOTATIONS

WALLPAPER

BORROW THE BOOK - CHOOSE AT HOME
01279

KINGS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

Lower Street, Stansted

PRIME SCOTCH BEEF
DAIRY FED PORK
ENGLISH & WELSH LAMB
HOME MADE SAUSAGES
HOME COOKED HAM
ADDITIVE-FREE COOKED MEATS
HORMONE-FREE FRESH MEATS
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES

Tel 01279 812219

ALEXANDER
TECHNIQUE

A method of mind & body
AWARENESs WHicH Releases TENSION
both mentally and physically.
This can help with stress related
problems and pain

Private lessons
Introductory Lesson
Introductory Workshops
Talks

Pippa Bondy M.S.TAT.
59 St John's Road Stansted
Tel 01279 813886

J DAY & SON

Fahrications

is the local company for all soft furnishings,
made from our fabrics or your own.
Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Stone Works, Station Road,

Bishop's Stortford For free advice and measuring service call

“ Sue 777466 or Barol 777480

ELBY
W Htsr

DAY SURGERY UNIT
QUALITY, AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE

We specialise in

Tel 01279 654555 or 653450

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING AND
GUARANTEED GUARDSMAN PROTECTION OF
CARPETS, RUGS, UPHOLSTERY,
CURTAINS AND LEATHER

Safeclean

The furnishing care specialists from GUARDS MAN-=
[ ORIENTAL AND ANTIQUE RUG
SPECIALISTS (CLEANING AND REPAIR)
CARPET PATCHING AND RE TUFTING
SPOT STAIN AND ODOUR REMOVAL
LEATHER CLEANING SPECIALISTS
FLAME RETARDING
CARPET WHIPPING AND FRINGING

4 Gynaecology

¢ General Surgery
¢ Plastic Surgery
¢ Oral Surgery

¢ Foot Surgery

¢ Dermatology

RECOMMENDED BY LEADING LOCAL

FURNISHING MANUFACTURERS AND
RETAILERS

ALL WORK FULLY INSURED AND
GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE GIVEN.
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1969

| FREEPHONE 0800 585390 [~

For consultations & advice contact us on

01279 442602

33 London Road, Old Harlow CM17 OBD
Registered with North Essex Health Authority
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Fallow Deer

Advertising enquiries to Angela Wall Tel 01279 817978
All other enquiries to Janet Townsend Tel 01279 812593

The Link (price £3.50 per year) is published monthly by Churches Together in Stansted

Opinions expressed in this magazine are given freely and do not necessarily represent those of CTS, its member churches,

village organisations or advertisers. Printed by Copyzone, Bishop's Stortford.

Copy to reach 58 Chapel Hill or email to
editor.thelink@stansted.net
11th January for publication on 28th January
8th February for publication on 25th February




ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Theresa’s, Stansted with St Anthony’s

Priest Father Joe White
The Presbytery
12 Millside
Stansted
Tel 01279 814349

Masses Saturday
Sunday

6.00 pm
9 am and 10.30 am

Holy Days of Obligation
8 am and 8 pm

Tuesday 9.30 am
- Saturday

Confessions
Saturday 10 am

and by appointment

Baptisms
By appointment

TAKE TIME ...

Take time to think; it is the source of power.

Take time to play; it is the secret of eternal youth.

Take time to read; it is the foundation of wisdom.

Take time to pray; it is the greatest power on earth.

Take time to love and be loved; it is @ God-given privilege.
Take time to laugh; it is the music of the soul.

Take time to give; it is too short a day to be selfish.

Take time to work; it is the price of success.

These words by an unknown author are relevant at any time
but have a special meaning at the beginning of a New Year
- time can be a blessing or a curse, but time properly
understood and used is one of God’s most precious gifts.

Worrying over what has been and gone or what is to be can
only take away our pleasure in living now and enjoying life
as God intends we should - the time we have is now and is
God’s ceaseless gift.

A Happy New Year to all.
Eileen Quinn

Thank you everyone who contributed food, toys and gifts for
the British Aid for Deprived Children appeal.

We were overwhelmed with the response and know that
your kindness and generosity will have made many families
in the Ukraine very happy and given them a good start to
the New Year.

God bless.

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk Mrs Anthea Lee
24 Lea Close
Bishop’s Stortford
Tel 01279 656707

Meeting 11 am
ARCHIVES

Early this year I went to Saffron Walden to help with the
Archive group, working on the history of Quakers in this
area. The group of Meetings in the local area is known as
Thaxted Monthly Meeting, even though there is no longer a
meeting at Thaxted. Felsted, Stebbing and Bishop’s
Stortford have all suffered the same fate. Stebbing still has
its Meeting House, which is used by the village, and by
Quakers once a year for a Monthly Meeting. The largest
Meeting in the local group is Saffron Walden, and there are
Meetings at Dunmow, Great Bardfield and Stansted.

I'was looking at old records of Meetings held in the 1870’s.
Each Meeting appointed representatives to meet together
and hold business meetings. These meetings were held at
the various Meeting Houses every Month, hence “Monthly
Meeting” The same arrangement still takes place today. The
dates of Meetings were interesting for two reasons, firstly,
they were written as “Third day of the Second Month 1874”
or as “Twenty-fifth day of the Twelfth Month 1876” and
secondly, yes, they did Meet on Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day, if the Meeting Day fell on those dates. The
dates were used, as shown, to avoid using the days and
months that had pagan associations.

Quakers believe that all life is sacramental and therefore
Holy, and that no time should be marked out as more Holy;
that what God has done for us should always be
remembered and not only on the special occasions named
Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. So, therefore, it would
have been the correct thing to do to meet on any day of the
year. My imagination runs wild as I imagine those doughty
Quakers, meeting monthly. All the representatives were
men, though women were allowed to attend the meetings.
Those Victorians would need to travel by horse, horse
drawn trap or even walk; they would travel in all weathers,
and only occasionally would it be recorded that they “were
prevented” because of inclement weather. They saw
themselves as going about God’s work, and they took their
responsibilities very seriously indeed.

Today, life is easier, travel is relatively simple and there are
both men and women representatives at Monthly Meetings.
We would not have business meetings on Christmas, New
Year’s nor Easter Day’s, and most of us will celebrate those
Holy days.

This article goes out in the New Year, so may I wish you all
a fulfilling New Year.
Peter Burgess



THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

St Johms, Stansted [,

The Parishes of
Stansted Mountfitchet
with Birchanger

and Farnham

All enquiries
are welcome at
The Church Office
located in the
Upper Room,

St. John's Church Hall,
Stansted CM24 8JP

Monday Open
fro
Wednesday gzooranm-
. 12:00noon
Friday noo

(01279) 815243
<church.office@stansted.net>

Administrator
Mrs Elizabeth Jennings

Church Hall Bookings
Secretary
Mrs Joy Lambe
(01279) 817937
<Joy@stansted.net>

Rector
Revd Andrew Spurr
The Rectory

5 St. John's Road
Stansted Mountfitchet

Essex, CM24 8JP

phone/fax (01279) 812203

<rector@stansted.net>

Assistant Curate
Revd Rhys Martin
43 Gilbey Crescent

Stansted Mountfitchet
Essex, CM24 8DT
phone (01279) 817513
<curate@stansted.net>

Honorary Assistant Priest
Canon Derek Jackson
88 Stansted Road
Bishop's Stortford
Herts, CM23 2Dz
phone (01279) 652664

Director of Music

Mrs Glynis Morris
Wakeley

Leetes Lane

Eversden

Cambs, CB3 7HH

phone/fax (01223) 263640
<church.music@stansted.net>

More famous than Jesus

l can’t believe it is twenty years since John
Lennon was shot dead outside his hotel
in New York. I am not a great Beatles fan,
but I cannot hear one of Lennon’s songs with-
out it taking me back to a place or a person in
the past.

Music marks our days and evokes memories,
Telstar reminds me of my grandmother’s
house, the Beatles’ She Loves You of diving
behind the sofa at the sight of a Dalek, any-
thing by Slade recalls school dances, Fauré’s
Requiem of being in love in Paris. Whatever
else we are, music is a point of reference by
which we measure our past and, by extension,
so is cinema and television.

It was Lennon’s “We’re more famous than
Jesus” that sticks in so many minds. Thirty
years ago it sounded almost blasphemous, yet
today’s teens would find nothing unusual
about it, though they would probably debate
whether Oasis, Britney Spears or Radiohead
are more popular than the Beatles.

These days modern culture is not just a point
of reference, as it has been for my generation,
it has become all absorbing. I’'m reluctant to
admit that I probably know more about the -
wedding of Michael Douglas and Catherine
Zeta Jones than I do about the effect of West-
ern sanctions on Saddam Hussein. Celebrity
news has replaced ’real news’, entertainment
has conquered reality. Culture no longer sim-

ply marks our lives, it commands our atten-
tion and magazines like Hello and OK reduce
us to being spectators.

It is easy to be angered by the way our world
appears to trivialise real life and to walk away
depressed, discouraged and wanting to turn
the clock back. But we don’t have the huxury
to do that in the church.

The church was founded by people who also
felt alienated from the world around them.
When St. Paul considered which gods were
on display in Athens, he did not retreat from
them, but sought to understand the heart and
mind of the culture they symbolized. In S0
doing, he could debate with Athenian elders
using language they already knew. Paul en-
tered their conversation using their images
and their idols.

In the same way the church needs to look into
our culture to see if, to use Paul’s language,
“God is already there by another name”, I
may not like the thought of the unbridled he-
donism in Ibiza’s discos, but underneath it is
the despair of a generation which has been
saddled with apocalyptic warnings about
global warming, famine and AIDS; enjoy to-
day as there may not be a tomorrow. Films
like The Matrix, The Truman Show, Contact
and The Fight Club are where issues of ulti-
mate truth and meaning are being addressed.
Ethical debates about sexuality among our
young people are sparked by TV shows

St. John’s Diary

Sundays
9:30am Parish Communion
sung Rite A
6:30pm Evening Prayer said

11:00am Open Door Service on the
third Sunday of the month

10:00am Holy Communion said Rite B

Wednesdays
followed by coffee
7:30pm Intercessions and

Night Prayer

8:00am Holy Communion said Rite B

like Queer as Folk, Ellen and Will and
Grace.

There is a young generation which has
been lost to the church, but I don’t think
necessarily that they have been lost to
God. If we use church as a hot water
bottle, for nostalgia and comfort, then we
will continue to grow old and tired. If
we are true to our vocation and look for
God in the marketplace, then we may be
able to join our young people in making
sense of this strange world we have be-

Laser Group is a 12-16 youth group which meets
fortnightly on Sunday evenings at 8:00pm for activi-
ties in the church hall. The evening concludes with
candlelit Night Prayer in the chapel in church. Con-

tact Mrs Katy Dockerill 812997.

come, and they and we will be so much
the richer for it.

Andrew Spurr /1.12.00




METHODIST

Meets in Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Rev’d John Graham
2 South Road
Bishop’s Stortford
Tel 01279 654475

Minister

Secretary Mrs Catherine Dean
49 Receation Ground
Stansted
Tel 01279 813579

Email methodists@stansted.net
Services and preachers for January

7th. Jerry Heyhoel

14th.  Rev.John Graham — Annual covenant service
and Holy Communion

21st Joan Kennett

28th  Bernard Engel

4th February - Michael Render

Fellowship meeting — Friday 12 January
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CHRISTIAN UNITY

On Wednesday 17 Janvary in St.John’s Church at 7.30pm
there will be a time of prayer and reflection for the Week of
prayer for Christian Unity. All are invited.

CBEVETOGNE QUIZ NIGHT

A “Quiz Night’ in aid of funds for the Chevetogne visit to
Stansted will be held on Saturday, 3rd March in St John’s
Hall at 7 pm for 7.30. Tickets at £4 include refreshments
but you are invited to bring your own drink. There will also
be a raffle. Please ring Eileen Quinn on 812109 for tickets.

REGULAR AID FOR THE POOR (R.A.P.)

I am pleased to report that we have been able to send a fur-

ther £175 to each of our three Charities in December. This

makes a total of £675 this year to each of them. May I take

this opportunity to thank you for your continuing generosity
in supporting Regular Aid for the Poor (R.A.P.) and to wish
you all a very Happy New Year.

Dave Morson, Chairman of Regular Aid for the Poor

UNITED REFORMED

Chapel Hill
Minister
Rev’d David Simpson
28 Linton Close
Saffron Walden
Tel 01799 526618
Contact

Mrs Janet Townsend
58 Chapel Hill
Tel 01279 812593

Preachers for January

7th 10.30am Mr I Roper

14th 10.30am Rev D Simpson Communion
21st 10.30am Mr A Berry

28th  10.30am Rev L Rapkin

Other Meetings

15th  2.30pm Monday Club

25th 8 pm Social Evening

28th  10.45am Pilots

Following further discussions regarding our re-building, it
has been decided with regret not to continue with our
monthly cake stall for the immediate future, therefore there
will be No Cake Stall on February 1st as advertised in last
month’s Link. We do thank our customers most sincerely
for their support and hope to see them at any future events
we might have.

LYLCCUIEd

8th January — Prayer and Praise led by Alan Wheeler at the
home of Marion and Michael Dyer, 7 Blythwood Gardens.

22nd January — an evening of poetry led by Rev. Harold
Fisher at the home of Eileen and Brian Quinn, 4
Greenfields.

MEN WANTED to spend a few hours on a Sunday
morning helping at Whitechapel Mission, London. Teams
leave Stansted at 7a.m. and are usually back in Stansted at
10.30a.m. Duties are supervising showers and handing out
clothes.

If you can help please contact either David Morson on
01279 850209 or Jim Collins on 0860 835 731,



Grand Millennium

Bonfire &Fireworks

Mountfitchet High School ;
6.30 pm Saturday 6th January - Fireworks at 7.30 ptn

Admission £2.50, Concessions £1 - Refreshments
For details please telephione 813214

@ Mountfitchet High Sch PTA

Jumble Sale and
Table Top Sale
2 -4pm
Sat 20th January

For table bookings please
telephone Margaret on 816718

VILLAGE EVENTS

January
3 Wed Garden Club Day Centre 8 pm
4  Thu

Local History Society

e - =

8 Mon Shalom Prayer & Praise
8 Mon - 11 Thu Amenity Skip
11 Thu WI

13 Sat Lib Dem Ploughmans

7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
Lower St Car Park 7.30 am - 3 pm
St John's Hall 7.45 pm

Day Centre noon - 2 pm

15 Mon WEA commences Day Centre 7.30 pm

18 Thu Carers’ Support Group  Quaker Meeting Hse 2 - 4 pm

20 Sat Jumble & Table Top Sale Mountfitchet School 2 -4 pm
Junior Football Club Quiz Mountfitchet School

22 Mon Shalom Group 4 Greenfields 8 pm

28 Sun Village Music Club St John’s Church 3 pm

February

1 Thu Local History Society Day Centre 8 pm

5 Mon Shalom Group

7 Wed Garden Club Day Centre 8 pm

8 Thu WI St John's Hall 7.45 pm

10 Sat Lib Dem Ploughmans Day Centre noon - 2 pm

15 Thu RBL (Women) Day Centre 2 pm

17 Sat The Entertainers St John's Hall 7.45 for 8 pm

17 Sat - 18 Sun Amenity Skip

Lower St Car Park 7.30 am - 3 pm

—

Special event for next month? Please submit details by 1 1th JANUARY
to 58 Chapel Hill or by email to editor.thelink@stansted.net

Please note, all items are subject to the editor's approval.

Uttlesford Carers &
Alzheimer’s Disease Society

CARERS’ SUPPORT GROUP

A discussion of carers’ issues
over a cup of tea & biscuits

) UITLESFORD DISTRICT COUNGIL

AMENITY SKIP 7.30 am - 3 pm
Mon 8 - Thu 11 Jan
Sat 17 - Sun 18 Feb

Mon 12 - Thu 15 Mar

NOTE: WEEKEND SKIPS ARE ATTENDED
| Green Waste resumes in March |

2 - 4 pm Thursday 18th January
Quaker Meeting House

Everyone welcome

- J

THE VILLAGE
> MUSIC CLUB

4 LAGESES
Music cLup ~

THE CANTATE
YOUTH CHOIR

Winners of
Choir of the Year 2000

S pm Sun 26th January
St John's Church

Tickets from
Stansted Carpets Chapel Hill 81201¢
Nockolds Bishop's Stortford
Sonia Levy 815262 and at the door
£7.50 adults £5 conc £3 school childrz-

Early booking recommended

Stansted
Evening WI

The Entertainers

(Part of Bishop's Stortford
Operatic Society)
return with
songs from the Shows
old and new
7.45 for 8 pm
Saturday 17th February
St John's Hall
Tickets £5

Light refreshments ~ Raffle
Tel 814433 / 812470 / 813542 |
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Mrg Rene Sanderg

PR L A
Rene, although not strictly a Stansted native, has lived her
whole life between Thaxted, where she was born, and
Bishop’s Stortford. When aged four she moved to Elsenham
where her grandfather was the licensee of The Crown Inn.
She remembers both King George and Queen Mary’s Silver
Jubilee and the 1937 Coronation which put the whole village
“en fete”, and has memories of her grandfather, a staunch
Labour party supporter, leading a party of villagers to the
station where they embarked on the Thaxted Flyer for a day
of festivities based on Thaxted Vicarage, then in the
occupation of the legendary Conrad Noel. Another abiding
memory is of her and her sister careering down the hill in an
antique bath chair. No traffic problem then! Her grandmother
was given to making spontaneous purchases at sales -
anything from a cheap item of furniture to a dilapidated
cottage, a trait which she is pleased to have inherited. When
she was aged 9 the family moved to Bishop’s Stortford where
she lived until 1956. Rene attended the Herts & Essex High
School during the war years, much of it for half days as the
buildings were shared with evacuees from Clapton. In 1953
she organised a dance to raise money for the victims of the
East Coast floods. Her first job was with Millars, the
engineers occupying the site now known as Twyford
Business Centre. She assisted the advertising manager and
found the work to her liking, so it was not surprising that she
moved to more rewarding posts with “Woman” and “Good
Housekeeping” in London. Rene well remembers the daily
Journey from Stansted where everyone on the platform knew
everyone else and the waiting room with its fire was one of
the cosiest places in the village. By that time she had met
Irving, married, and moved to Stansted (1956). The high
point in Rene’s working life was joining ATV where she was
in at the beginning of commercial television. She worked
with, among others, Lew Grade and Val Parnell and
thoroughly enjoyed those early formative days.

Irving, her husband, was, to the many who knew him, one of

* Stansted’s leading citizens and the local historian. Among his

many contributions he was a Governor at Bentfield School,
founder of Stansted Millers, chair of both the Sports
Association and the Carnival Committee in its heyday, and
was a member and chairman of the Parish Council. His name
lives on, not only in many memories, but in the Windmill
where he has a memorial plaque and where the publications
which carry his excellent draughtsmanship are still used and
sold. Another plaque is at the Fountain where the
refurbishment was done in commemoration of him. Rene
remembers organising the children’s Fancy Dress at the
Carnival when over 100 children keenly competed for the
trophies. An important and memorable day for Rene was the
celebration of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, led by Irving as
Chairman of the Village organising committee. Rene and
Irving started the day at 4.30 a.m. setting out Irving’s local
history exhibition. Then followed many activities including
street parties and finally the grand bonfire and firework
display on the Recreation Ground. The day finished at 2 am.
Rene hopes that the public concern over the state of the two
village signs, put up at that time, will be recognised by the
Parish Council.

Rene Sanders was also a founder and first President of the
Evening W1 in 1960. In 1958, Tim was born, followed by
Lesley and Louise. They and their families now all live in
Bishop’s Stortford. Much of Rene’s time is now taken up
with four grandchildren, Katy, Rebecca, Mathew and baby
Sophie, who enjoy her company, her house and the
opportunity to play on the “Rec” like their mothers before
them. She is grateful for the many good neighbours on
Recreation Ground, where the children played happily in
each others homes and where the households became a big
“family” in those years when young mothers seldom went out
to work, and she is delighted that the “Rec” continues to be a
happy community.

Rene is justly proud of her Antique and Secondhand furniture
business started by her in Stansted, later joined by Irving in
his later years and then Tim after a career in retail
management. Following a serious fire in 1982, the family
business moved to Takeley where it has developed into a
well-known and successful enterprise. Tim has now taken
over but Rene continues to assist, enjoying the stimulus of
customer contact and being a well known face at local
auctions.

She is a loyal and active member of St. John’s church where
she has many friends.

Although she misses the days when families tended to stay in
the village, Rene is determined to face at least one challen ge
of the 21st century by mastering the computer, thanks to the
class “Computing for the Terrified” which is held at the Peter
Kirk Centre. Although Rene has in later years travelled to the
Rhine and the Nile, she is very home-oriented and still lives
in a house that has been in the Sanders family since 1929.
The “Rec”, and indeed Stansted, would not be the same
without her.

Derek Honour



Essex County Council

An issue which is very much under discussion in County Hall
and elsewhere at the moment is that of the case for the
expansion of the Airport beyond 15 million passengers per
annum to 25 million, and perhaps more in the longer term.

Many readers will be aware that BAA, in the name of the
Stansted Airport, is anxious for the expansion to take place,
and in an attempt to avoid a long and costly public hearing
have, at their expense, caused a number of surveys and
investigations to take place, which are designed to answer the
numerous questions likely to be raised so that planning
permission may be given for the expansion in the near future
and without delay. In addition, as many will have seen, _
money is being spent by BAA now to expand the terminal
building and to develop roads and facilities in anticipation of
such an agreement.

Part of the development scheme includes a public relations
exercise, where members of the Airport staff carry out
briefing meetings in local villages to outline their proposals
and to answer whatever questions may arise.

Readers are encouraged to attend these and to raise any
questions they like. They should do this against the
background that already the Government, in the form of the
Civil Aviation Authority, has given permission for 185,000
take-offs and landings in any one year to take place with ]
immediate effect. Simple mathematics would inform those
interested that with a passenger load factor of 80 per landing
a total of 14.8M is now a fact and, should the passenger load
factor increase as aircraft become larger and larger, the
increased targets will be a matter of fact, again sooner rather
than later.

It is clear the airport is likely to expand. It is for those
concerned to decide whether they wish this to happen or not,
but it is important also in the national interest that the
decision is taken on reasonable grounds. Thus it is for all to
investigate for themselves the facts and listen to the briefings
so they can properly decide.

Should any reader wish to know more, they should contact
the undersigned on 01279 8§12588.

Richard Wallace
County Councillor
Stansted Division

Nature Notes

AT THE TURN OF THE YEAR

Low and cold the early moming, winter light glints on the
hoar frost woodland. Not a stir or a murmur to be found, until
we announce our presence with sound of frosty crispy beech
leaves as we make our way through the new gate to the
Aubrey Buxton Nature Reserve. (The old crooked stile was
always a challenge). The sighting of the first snowdrops
beckons the New Year in. (The snowdrop has been spread by
man from its natural habitat in woodlands in the west

country).

Splashes of colour - aconites - can also be seen. (leaves do
not appear until flowers have faded).

A pine cone jammed in the bark of the tree shows that a great
spotted woodpecker has been eating the pine seeds.

In the same way the presence of Nnthatches can be detected.
(Tree creepers go up the bark of a tree whilst nuthatches go
down). Birds from the woodland tend to move into gardens
to sample the takeaways when the going gets tough. Whilst
grey squirrels always keep a good store of nuts, they still raid
bird tables. (The grey squirrel has almost wiped out the red
squirrel population in this country). Conservationists are still
striving through initiatives such as Red Alert to halt the
spread of greys in Cumbria and Northumberland. The battle
in the south, apart from Thetford Forest, the Isle of Wight
and Brownsea Island, is already lost.

We edge our way through the woods and out to an open
ploughed up barley field. A robin sings sweetly near by.
(They actually commit murder among their fellows; does this
explain its remarkable affinity with man?)

Maureen Davies



Stansted Mountfitchet Parish Council

Clerk Ruth Clifford Council Offices
Office Hours Crafton Green
10 am - | pm Tel 813214
Monday -~ Friday Fax 813964
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holding the event on Saturday 6 January §

] much larger budget
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ng to help make this event a success -
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As we go to press we have just completed our final rehearsal
for our Concert. It’s a good job that I believe the saying “It
will be alright on the night”. At least everyone had a good
laugh as often the mistakes were funnier than the original.
We will let you know next month if all went well.
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Everyone in the Huw Johnson Club wish you all, especially
our many benefactors, a prosperous 2001. This is a good
opportunity to say a big thank you to our loyal drivers who
give their time and petrol to bring our members to Club and
transport them safely home again. They do a great job but
they have a heavy load to carry as we need at least three more
drivers to complete our rota. Please think about this in the

COUNTDOWN

At 4.15 on any weekday afternoon, time to get the kettle on
and toast the teacakes. Settle in the armchair, turn the TV on
to Channel 4 for Countdown. A harmless programme
offering gentle cerebral exercise for viewers and competitors
alike. As always, the programme is preceded, punctuated and
followed by advertisements. Nothing unusual in that you may
say. However, it is the tone and content of these I find
disquieting. At 4.28 we are encouraged to think about
making a Will; then we have an anxious lady with stress
incontinence whose life is about to be transformed, followed
by the virtues of a magical salve to relieve all those aching
joints. Great.’

4.30 and the programme begins.

4.43 more ads. A stair lift, should the ointment have lost
its magic; a cure for revolting earwax that puts one off
a second cup of tea; a ‘Home Plan’ to release capital
locked into one’s bricks and mortar and provide a
steady income.

4.45 and the programme resumes

4.55 and the denoument. Thora Hird extols the virtues of
an electric folding bed and an electric chair. (If she’s
not careful she will end up completely enfolded).
Lastly, you are advised to take out life insurance to
help your ‘Dear Ones’ (their expression, not mine) to
cover the inevitable final expenses.

How do the advertisers and programme planners see the
afternoon audience? Obvious isn’t it? Still, they’ll be old one
day.

P.S. Ifthe ‘Dear Ones’ suggest you need an electric chair -
be wary!

Jeannette Griffiths (nee Pitkeathley)
(Article submitted by Margaret Arnold and reproduced, with

the author's permission, from this year’s Queen Elizabeth
Hospital Nurses’ League Magazine [Birmingham ])

New Year.

Marion G Johnson

TOY STORY -2

Thank you to all who kindly donated toys for refugee
children. These have now been delivered to the Medical
Foundation, from where they will be distributed.

e ,Gy Vil/age /73//

The Village Hall on Cambridge Road, Ugley is available for
hire throughout the year for children's parties, functions,

clubs, classes and social meetings.

Please contact Mrs Susan Bone on 01279 814052 for

bookings or more information.




Uttlesford District Council Report
The Museum Service - Death by a thousand cuts

Unlike schools, rubbish collection and libraries, museums are
Dot a statutory requirement for local authorities.
Consequently, they represent an easy target for budget cuts.
Most cuts are so gradual that the scale of the problem is only
gradually becoming apparent. It is death by a thousand cuts.
Britain’s regional museum service is facing a “catastrophe”
of under funding, falling visitor numbers and deteriorating
collections. Yet, even those who do not visit museums
benefit from their existence, in the education services they
offer, in the inspiration they provide in the works of art,
books and films which are indirectly sparked by museum
collections.

We are fortunate in Uttlesford in having Saffron Walden
Museum, which is located in the grounds of Saffron Walden
castle. It has been described by one visitor as “a real gem”. It
is the only registered museum, which preserves the district’s
archaeology, natural history and local history. Stansted
residents will find it of particular interest, as it will be taking
on the large and important archaeological finds and records
from the excavations at Stansted Airport. In planning for the
future care of and public access to the Stansted material the
Curator, Carolyn Wingfield, would be interested to hear from
residents about their views. She can be contacted at Saffron
Walden Museum, Museum Street, Saffron Walden, Essex
CBIO 1JI. Tel: 01799 510333,

Museums have perhaps in the past had a dreary image. The
new generation of curators have done much to challenge this
perception. There will be an exhibition running from the
22nd January 2001 to June 30th 2001 entitled ‘Victorian
Values’. This will be a special exhibition marking the 100th
anniversary of Queen Victoria’s death. Admission charges
are modest at £1 for adults and for children under 18 there is
no charge.

In view of the excellent work the Museum does, I was
saddened that the Leader of the Council had proposed that it
be subject to a 10% cut in its budget. Fortunately, following
representations made by myself and Councillors from all
political parties this suggested economy was withdrawn.
Instead, there will be a Best Value service review in 2002.

Car Parks Review

In March 1999, the Council opened two Pay and Display car
parks at Lower Street and Crafton Green. Uttlesford entered
into a partnership agreement with the Parish Céuncil for
Crafton Green. This provided for the District Council to
manage it as a Pay and Display car park following work to
upgrade it with joint funds provided by both the District and
Parish Councils,

Following a survey of the car parks by the Parish Council,
which clearly showed that they were under-used,
representations were made that the 6 hour limit was no longer
appropriate. The Community Services Committee of the
District is being asked to approve a new tariff of £2 for all

_ day parking to be introduced in both car parks.’If agreed, this

would take effect from 1 April 2001. Other charges for
periods of up to 1 hour, up to 3 hours and up to a maximum
of 6 hours would remain unchanged.

May I take this opportunity, of wishing all readers of The
Link a Happy New Year.

Geoffrey Sell
District Councillor
Tel: 01279 815925

A PHEASANT’S LOT IS NOT A HAPPY ONE!

They fatten up the pheasants, about this time of year

They scatter lots of grain around and wait till they come near,
Then they shoot them by the dozen, and take them home that
night-

Where they hang them till they’re ready, which doesn’t seem
quite right,

Then they pop them in the oven, till they’re brown and
looking fine,

And serve them up with sauces and lots of lovely wine;

But next weekend they gather, of that you can be sure

Pick up their polished shotguns, to go and shoot some more!

Judy Colliver

AN APPEAL WITH A DIFFERENCE

From time to time The Link wishes to publish photographs of
local scenes. Various friends have lent/given us photographs
in the past but we now need to extend our coverage.

If any readers have access to views of local buildings,
features, street scenes, natural history or attractive locations
we would be pleased to hear from you. Just ring 812593 or
647213. Full attribution for any published item would be
given.

Thank you.
Editor

Grand Draw

In aid of St John’s Hall refurbishment

FIRST PRIZE: a pair of BUZZ air tickets
to any of their European destinations
plus many other exciting prizes

The draw will take place in St John’s Church
at 10.45 am on Sunday 22nd April
Tickets go on sale in the new year




STANSTED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLURB

Founded 1986 Amliation No, MY00969 Essex F.A.

]

Happy New Year from everyone at S.J.F.C. And welcome
to another S.J.F.C. page. If you wondered what happened to
last month’s page, well unfortunately it too was subject to the
bad weather! Virtually all of the club’s games were called
off and therefore we had no news to tell you. This month is
similar, as we have just had our Christmas break. So I have
listed what dates are coming up within the club.

Firstly on January 20th the club are to hold their "Quiz
Night". This proved hugely popular last year so we have
decided to move our venue to the High school in the village
so there is plenty of room for everyone. There will be a prize
for the winning team and of course food, drink and a raffle
will all be running. Everyone is welcome and there will be
an entrance charge of £1.50 per person.

Next we have the club trip. April 28th 2001 Crystal Palace
v Wolves. As I write we have 95 booked and there are a
small number of tickets left. This promises to be a great day
for both the boys and their parents. The day includes training
for the children followed by a lunch supplied by Crystal
Palace and then a ticket to the match. Crystal Palace have
kindly said that each child will receive a ‘goody bag® and a
matchday programme. So at £19 per person we think this is
an excellent day out and really good value for money.

Finally, Presentation Nights. This year the club have decided
that we shall hold two nights: one night for the 'mini soccer’
teams and the second night for the 11-a-side teams. This is
because the club has grown over the past year and we feel
that as it is the boys’ biggest night of the season they deserve
a little more time with their presentations. Again we will be
holding a raffle and an auction of football memorabilia.

They promise to be both exciting and rewarding nights for
everyone connected with the club. May 18th & May 19th
2001 respectively. '

Should any local companies wish to donate a prize then
please contact me on my number below. As you can
appreciate money is always tight and any donation is gladly
received. So I close our page wishing you all the best for the
New Year and great success to all of our boys and their
teams.

Until next time all the best and good health,
Luke Pearman

Chairman
01279 813769
e

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT’S INTERVIEWS

Friday 12th January 2001 5.45pm-6.30pm
at Crafton Green

St Clare
Hospice

St Clare Hospice’s annual Christmas Craft Fair at The
Posthouse Hotel, Bell Common, Epping, was a fantastic
success once again. Visitors began to pass through the doors
at 11am and the stream was constant.

The stalls produced an array of colour with a vast variety of
wares and Christmas gifts. Everyone who attended agreed
that the Fair was a great success with the proceeds exceeding
past years’ totals at £3,000.

All at St Clare Hospice want to thank The Posthouse Hotel

for their hospitality, all the exhibitors and a particular thank
you to all those who went to buy and thus support the hospice

Certainly a great time was had by all.

OBSERVATIONS FROM
THE STATE OF THE DIMPLED CHAD

It was predictable that we could count on Mr Gore to take

every possible measure in his campaign to become president.

The Collins English Dictionary defines “algorism” as “the

skill of computation using any system of numerals”.

Not only does the Sunshine State have a totally flawed voting

system, their public notices seem to leave a little to be

desired as well.

Seen on placard on a building of Church of Christ, Scientist -
“Try our healing - you won’t get better”:

And outside a local municipal building -

“Support your Community Health Care Scheme -
we operate on your doorstep”

Returning Brit Visitor

Fear of Public Speaking?

When you've tried everything else...

Denise Wiiliams
Tel 07770272130

Email:
williams.denise@btinternet.com




Alzheimer’s

Dementia care & research

UTTLESFORD BRANCH
12 Stortford Road
Great Dunmow
CNM6 1DA
Tel 01371 872519/ 873870

We are here to help the carers
of people with dementia

. For further information, help
or advice please contact us

Registered Charity No. 296645

" CORBETT ELECTRICAL

/ , - N
ANTIQUES RESTORATION
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Repairs ~ Polishing ~ Cabinet Making
[Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates
k. PETER WORDY Tel 01920 821973 )

\

Flectrical Contractor

Rewires ~ Extra Sockets & Lights
Inspection & Testing ~ Repairs

' § 31 Rainsford Road, Stansted Tel: 01279 816577 )

A.C.FYNAN .csac. acc

29 GILBEY CRESCENT
STANSTED
ESSEX

01279 814623

HOME MAINTENANCE IMPROVEMENT
CARPENTRY

SPECIALIST

J.O.W.
GAS HEATING SPECIALIST
Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns
of Central Heating J R JOHNSTON cco Rm
& all gas appliances Qualified Tree Surgeon
Fully Insured
Carbon Monoxide Testing :

Boiler Replacements p,:u g

General Plumbing Dismantling
Cooker Installations Hedge Trimming

24 Hour Call Out Trees/Shrubs s:y_ypﬁa{'&};fanm{

. Contract Maintenarce
CORGI Registered
Bx. Britioh Gas \_ T 012082155/
Contact Julian
25 Benftfield Causeway
Tel 01279 816083
or 07967 366585
= 11
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PEOPLE AND BUSINESS

Conunercial & Domestic Conveyancing
Corporate & Cominercial Matters
Charities & Feclesiastical Law
Fitigation & Matrimonial Law
Wills, 'robate & Trusts

POTHECARY & BARRATT
SOLICITORS

White Llorse Court, North Street
Bishiop's Stortford CM23 21D

Tel 01279 506421
Fnx 01279 657626

Puarking & ucress for disabled

Also 1o the City of London
Tel 0171 623 7580 Fax 0171 623 9815




HEARING HELP WONOUR & o
UTTLESFORD S || © aanpscare) *
(Formerly CamTAD) FOSTER GARDEN DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
Free hearing help
sessions at PLUMBING *Paving - Briclwork
Stansted Day Centre & ::"c':g :g'am"fpr .
between v rotine Toparation
10 am and noon on the HEATING
last Tuesday -
of each month Mr I K Foster
~ For information ring 3 Bower Road
HELPLINE 0941 104093 Stansted NE OR FAX
(7 am_ s pm) Essex 01279 813160
01799 522915 or 01371 873310 |. CM24 8TJ S
Registered Charity No. 289280 Tel. 01279 816547 o8 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted.

T,
S.0.3. SECRETARIAL SERVICES

Laser Printing at affordable prices

Comrespondence ~ C.V.s
Reports ~ Manuscripts ~ Wills

Desktop Publishing
Mallshots 8. Advertisements

No job too small or too large
_ Tel 815660

Ray Morton

PAINTER & DECORATOR
GENERAL HANDYMAN

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

Tel 01279 812792
8 Mill Close, Elsenham

T J PEACHEY MBH.L
Watch and Clock Repairs

Antique clock repairs a speciality

Tel 01279 813400
37 Croasdaile Road, Stansted.

 CASTLE WALK CLINIC

3 Castle Walk. Lower Street, Stansted.

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

Jacolin Sheaf DO, MRO
Kim Tanner BScOst, MRO
Specialists in treatment of spinal, joint & muscle
pain, headaches, trapped nerves & sports injuries.
Treatment suitable for all ages including children

(01279) 815907

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST
Cay Dick DPodM, SRCh, MChs
Specialising in Routine Chiropody, Sports Injuries,
Ultrasound, Biomechanics, Orthotics,

Nail Surgery & Verrucae

(01279) 647337
e T e T N S i = e

led Accountants

Davidson Oakley & Co

We provide a friendly and efficient professional
accountancy and taxation service for local
businesses and individuals including:

Self Assessment Tax Returns
Accountancy and Audit
Management Accounts

Business Tax

Free initial consultation
Please Telephone: 01279 813294

[| Forge House, 39-41 Cambridge Road, Stansted,

Essex, CM24 8BX.
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ARE YOU WAITING FOR AN OPERATION?
THERE IS A QUALITY, AFFORDABLE OPTION TO THE NHS

THE COST IS LESS THAN YOU THINK
RING \K/ %[]? (%% NOW
DAY SURCERY UNIT
01279 442602

Registered with North Essex Health Authority
33 London Road, Old Harlow CM17 0BD

WEST PARK DENTAL CLINIC

Dentistry of Distinction
If you pay privatély. then Iwhy not pay

for 1 ' ?
or 1st Class treatment HEIDI'Sf MONTESSORI SCHOOL
We specialise in only Private Dentistry with
experienced specialists & practitioners you can trust, B RENT pELHAM

ensuring you receive the best care in all fields

Hours @ am - 3.30 pm Monday - friday

Health Authority registered for General ‘Morning/Afternoon Sessions or Full Day
Anaesthetics & IV Sedation for nervous patients || ngs RiSiﬂg 205 years
Simply phone now for an appointment or
any further information For prospectus & further information contact
01279 435440 Heidi Mooijer Tel 815172
33 London Road, Old Harlow CM17 0BD Pepperpot Cottage, 99 The Street. Manuden CM23 10T

N C Poulton & Sons

. @ Caﬁtleptime Lto | Funeral Directors

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Specialists in:

* Listed Buildings
* Renovations
* Conversions

* Zegziel\llgsvmlzx:llings 2 Chapel Hill Stansted, CM24 8AG Tel 01279 813219

Winning both Local & National Award;.‘ o . 1277 366009
Local projects undertaken by Castleprime include: 3% ngh Street, Ongaf C5 9BN Tel 0
Individual Houses Clarks Lane, Epping CM16 4NS Tel 01992 572609

Extensions
Drainage
Patios

Tel No: 01279 815812 Fax No: 01279 814612

* X ¥ ¥
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cermiemosTourorsoon) | VICKERS | [PARKING PLANTS
LICITORS . ,
Hypnc?ttfli;apy & other 50 Commercial & Private
brie erapies Friendly & personal se.rvice Landsca pers
One session Fixed fee Conveyancing S
smoking therapy Litigation Hard & Soft Specialists
Wills & Probate _
also ® Nurseries &
Confidence ~ Eating L .
Stress & Anxiety Free initial consultation Suppliers of Shrubs,
Phobias Advice 8 assistance at Perennials, Annuals,
Gastro Intestinal reasonable cost Hanging Baskets etc
Study & Exams Prompt attention to Pubs, Hotels,
and much more... Local Councils & the Public
Please contact Julian Vickers
Please ring GLYNIS CHEERS 16 Lower Street, Motts Hall, Gaunts End
maA, BA, BSCH, Stansted CM24 SLP Elsenham (behind Elsenham Foods)
Dip. Clinical Hypnotherapy Tel 817871 Fax 817877 '.
976 908085
01279 812165 ) |Email: julianvickers@msn.com Telffax 813437 Mobile 0976

\ 7

OPTOMETRISTS AND CONTACT LENS

0,7  PRACTITIONERS M COLLINS
i Family News
THE § | PRACTICE Y
| NEWSAGENT TOBACCONIST
Eyecare for all the family CONFECTIONERS

47 Knight Street 1! 4 Chapel Hil AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANERS
Sawbridgeworth ! Stansted Chapel Hill
CM21 9AX CM24 8AG Tel 01279 812049
01279 725332 01279 816198

' Fieldin gS  engineers Est 1975

Garden - Professional Grass - Equestrian & Estate Machinery
Trailers - Tractors - Motor Scooters & Light Motor Cycles
ATVs - Parts & Service - Sales & Accessories

Cylinder, Rotary & Gang Mowers ~ Trailers
Ride on Mowers & Tractors ~ Garden Tools
Small Agricultural Tractors ~ Professional Machinery
Small Contractors’ Plant ~ Strimmers & Chain Saws
Diesc! Engine & Fuel Injection Service & Repairs

Quick & Efficient Personal Service ~ We aim to please
with our experience, competitive prices & technical help

Seasonal Discounts on Parts & Labour
Collections & Deliveries ~ Quotations & Free Estimates

Competitive prices on any type of new or used machine
Show Room ~ Parts & Accessories Shop

Tel/Fax 813381 Mobile 07850 802093 Email Rhonjemuk.fsnet.co.uk
or call in (from Stansted over M11 and 1st right)

Old Mill Farm House, Stansted Road, Elsenham CM22 6LL J

NEW Computer Courses

at HARLOW (TeC

Individual Leaming Account vouchers can be used to
pay for any of these courses. Please phone for details.

Silver Surfers - Internet, Basic Wordprocessing
and Email (£39)

2 hours per week for 10 weeks - start any week
Times flexible - daytime & some evenings

Basic Computing for absolute beginners (£62)
Friday mornings for 6 weeks (‘ohone for start date)
or Thursday evenings for 7 weeks starting 1 1th Jan

Introductory Wordprocessing, Spreadsheets and
Database (£225 - but up to 80% discount with Leaning Account)
Thursday evenings for 14 weeks starting 1 1th Jan or
Wednesday evenings for 14 weeks starting 10th Jan
(alternative course with Desktop Publishing - £250)

Advance booking essential - for an application form
tel 01279 446556 or email office@itechariow.co.uk
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UTTLESFORD CARERS

can give help and advice if you are
looking after a relative or friend

Support group at the Quaker Meeting House on
2nd Thursday in each month at 2 pm

ARE YOU UNABLE TO
ATTEND TO A LOVED ONE'S
GRAVE OR MEMORIAL?

GRAVE 1 —

12 Stortford Road, Dunmow CM6 1DA Tel 01371 875810 CONC N‘

Organiser: Margaret Whitelaw Registered Charity no. 246329 OFFER
CARE,
MAINTENANCE

STEVENS SECURITY || & L1
UPKEEP OF \
FAMILY - ;
MEMORIALS
AISC APPROVED AND GRAVES

INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS
DOOR ENTRY INTERCOMS
CCTV SECURITY LIGHTING

01279 813345 01708 742944

BROCHURE WITHOUT OBLIGATION
01371 870 685

~

Kate SHarrison

Made to measure curtains, pelmets & blinds.
Loose covers, cushions & upholstery.

I can supply fabrics, trimmings, tracks etc.
Please call for free advice & measuring service

Tel / Fax 777452 Email: kateharrison_1@yahoo.co.uk

(HELPLINE
0941 104093

If you have a PROBLEM |
or are in need of 0% .
ASSISTANCE
Monday - Friday g

9.00 am - 4.00 pm

L1 (lar v el mites .;}

KStansted's voluntary community care service

]
[
o
o
[

\,
Daniel Robinson & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
& Monumental Masons

A personal caring service from a family business
day or night

Our trained staff will be pleased to give free confidential
advice on any matter

79/81 South Street 3 Bullfields
Bishop's Stortford Sawbridgeworth
Tel. 01279 655477 Tel. 01279 722476
146 High Street Wych Elm
Epping Harlow
Tel. 01992 560890 Tel. 01279 426990 el
[
Fax

L‘\il'-,{l

C d Haslers Lane
@ Great Dunmow

¢ «;\ Tel. 01371 874518
A"

R24 hour family careline * Golden Charter Pre- Payment Plansf

NEEEEREREEEEEEEEEEREEEEERE

EERERE
E Bubbles Bathrooms )

Suppliers and Installers of British and Continental

23 full displays, with more still to come
27 - 29 High Street, Saffron Walden CB10 1AT

ERREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

==

Bathrooms and Showers

Visit our luxury showroom,
:. . displaying bathrooms and
3 -
showers, such as . . .

* Villeroy and Boch
* Hansgrohe

 Pharo

* Premier Showerlux
* Maurice Herbeau

* Jado

01799 522488 .. . and many more
01799 522477

NEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEREEREEE



THE MILL HOUSE

Traditional Home Cooking
Warm & Friendly
Scrumptious Lunches -
Candlelit Dinners

Evening menu on
Thursday, Friday
& Saturday
Booking Recommended

{also midweek by
arrangement)

Smoking & Non-Smoking

Chef Proprietors
Michael & Natasha
30a Lower Street

Tel: 816994 )

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

Dauid
Henn's
Garage

SERVICING

REPAIRS

BENTFIELD ROAD
STANSTED

TEL: 01279 812686

ANCY FINGER
rCY FINGERs
Nail & Beauty Studio

SFull rauge ofy treatments
including:

Nail Extensions
Nail Air ~ Nail Piercing

Indian Head Massage
Waxing ~ Facials
Electrolysis
Slimming Treatments

5Ra Silver Street, Stansted
Tel 647646

By appointment with
frlexible opening times

ALDWYCH CONSTRUCTION LTD

23/25 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 SLN

Building and Decorating Contractors
All needs provided throughout North West Essex, East Herts & South Cambs

‘PROPER WORK AT PROPER PRICES’
BOTH PERIOD AND MODERN

FOR ESTIMATES Tel 01279 816701
Mobile 0802 548471 Fax 01279 812656

X" _ NORTHGATE END ¢
~ BISHOP'S STORTFORD ,p

TEL. 01279 653365

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS
THINKING OF BUYING A CAR?
GIVE US A CALL

Montessori Day Nursery &
Pre-Preparatory School

(opposite Airport terminal)
Tel 01279 870898

Accepts children 3 months to 7 years

Excellent Ofsted Report
Holiday Scheme (Infants & Nursery)
Government 4 + vouchers accepted

Full day care available 8am - 6pm

Meadow Montessori Day
Nursery, Saffron Walden

Tel 01799 513858

Accepts children from 2-5 years

Traditional values of Montessori
teaching with structured reading,
language and number.

Children accepted full or part time
Flexible hours

S
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ARE YOV
RETIRED?
Then a warm welcome

awaits you at the
Stansted Day Centre.

)

¥ lunches #y snacks 4

social activities

)

10.00 am
s

4.00 pm
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday

® F W

Come and enjoy the friendly
atmosphere at -

Crafton Green,
top of Chapel Hill.

Y
»

Tel. 815091 )

MARTIN WEST ASSOCIATES

Consulting in
Elocution
Voice Training
Use of English
Creation of Speeches

Presentations

Also a Video, Voiceover and
Recording Service

43 Chapel Hill, Stansted
CM24 8AD

Tel/Fax 01279 813514




