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Hypneotherapy
& other brief therapies

One session
smoking therapy

also

Confidence - Eating
Stress & Anxiety
Phobias
Gastro Intestinal
Study & Exams
and much more . . .

Please ring GLYNIS CHEERS
MA. BA. BSCH,

Dip. Clinical Hypnotherapy
01279 812165

GET THE MOST OUT OF I.lfi\

2

Your local IT supplier

- PCs, peripherals and software
Broadband Internet from
£24.99/month (less than BT)
Complete networks for
business and home

- Antivirus software

- Advice from qualified staff

Microsoft
CERTIFIED
Partner

LUy AR =T L) R
!- b\ : \'.n._: 'ﬂ-" .,‘: )i;.

14 Riverside Business Park
Stoney Common Road
Stansted CM24 8PL
Tel: 01279 813076
E-mail: info@sfax.co.uk

Pt W

IN-STEP
REFLEXOL0GY

Feel generally out of step with life?
(Get-up-and-¢o, got up and gone?

REFLEXOLOGY
aould be the answer

fin holistie therapy designed to aid deep
relaxation. reflexology promotes the
body's own powers of healing and gives
a) enphaneed sense of well-being.
Beveriey Davies [TAR is now practising
from Faney Fingers.
Silver St. Stansted every Thursday.
To book phone 01279 647646 or
07866 553524 to aTage a home visit.

A 4

D. BROWN

Interior / Exterior
Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES
Telephone 07973 777106

Fahrications

is the local company for all soft furnishings,
made from our fabyics or your own.
Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

For free advice and measuving service call

Sue 01279 777465 or “Carol 01279 777480

) VIURIGAGE EXDerts
First Time Buyers
Re-Mortgages
Right To Buy
Self Employed-No accounts
100% Service
Buy To Let Specialists

THE ONLY CALL
YOU NEED TO MAKE

with access to EVERY lender in the country

GENESIS hanaa

info@{enesis.co.uk

18-20 Silyar Sireet, Stansted
01279 815815 *sesaius
. WR'Il'l AVAILAI

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

David
Yewnn's
Garage

SERVICING

REPAIRS

BENTFIELD ROAD
STANSTED

TEL: 01279 812686

REQUIAED
BV TOLET " 1 o i

A.BETTER.AERIAL

\(Id \ s_-;;-.:_\ 2

www.abetteraerial couk
DIGITAL ACRIALS
SKRY TV
FM & DAL RADIO AERIALS
ANTI QHOSTING AERIALS
EXTRATY FQINTS
AMTLIFIERS
COMMUNAL SYSTEMS
FREL ESTIMATES & ADVICE

YOUR LOCAL AFERIAL MAN
Bishop’s Stortford
01279 815948
07980 817251

Carters Hill Mosuden
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SKIPS ARE BACK !/

... at the Lower Street Car Park
for two days each fortnight

see Village Events page 7 for dates

GREEN WASTE J \./
& C

KEEP
STANSTED(

) TIDY

FOR OTHER RUBBISH PLEASE USE
THE CIVIC AMENITY SKIPS AT:

*BISHOP’S STORTFORD
Tins&p’“ﬂc

HARLOW
*SAFFRON WALDEN

The Link (price £3.50 per year) is published monthly by Churches Together in Stansted

Editor: Derek Honour

...amnd carry on re-cycling
Advertising enquiries to Wendy Moss Tel 01279 812797

All other enquiries to Janet Townsend Tel 01279 812593

Opinions expressed in this magazine are given freely and do not necessarily represent those of CTS, its member churches,
village organisations or advertisers. Printed by Copyzone, Bishop’s Stortford.

Copy to reach 58 Chapel Hill or email to
stanstedlink@aol.com
by 10% June for publication on 26® June
by 15% July for publication on 31% July




St John’s

S T AN S T E

All enquiries
are welcome at
The Church Office
located upstairs in
St. John’s Church Hali,
Stansted CM24 8JP

Monday Open

from
Wednesday  g:00am-
12:00noo
Friday "

(01279) 815243
church.office@stansted.net

Administrator
Mrs Elizabeth Jennings

Open Door
Service

All-age Ecumenical
Worship meets in June
at
St John’s at | 1:00am

e 6th June All-age
communion

e 20th June All-age
worship and
baptism.

The view from beneath

he photographs of American soldiers abusing

prisoners in Iraq gave me pause for all sorts
of reasons, not least because some of the soldiers
are Christians.

It has been an interesting turn of events that,
while [ was growing up, my teachers were pre-
dicting the end of religion. Belief in God was a
throwback to magical thinking and feudal society,
so I was taught. Yet, it turns out these days,
religion is as much of a force in world events as it
has ever been.

I think that blaming soldiers for these abuses is
to treat the symptom but not the cause. Soldiers
are everything and nothing; we have no idea how
they are prepared, if at all, for the complexities of
the roles they are expected to fulfil.

What [ have found deeply troubling is reading
how fundamentalist Christianity has permeated
the centres of power in the United States. The
absence of any US commitment to environmental
politics, for example, can be traced to a deeply
held belief in the current administration that, if
Jesus is coming back to judge the world and re-
duce it to a cinder, why bother saving the rain
forest? The same idea of judgement encourages a
sense of the world being divided into the saved
and the damned, the good-and the bad: we are
good, and all the evil in the world is Out There
somewhere.

Once you take on this mindset, then the abuse
of prisoners follows from this. The only circum-
stance in which abuse can be justified is that they
are the enemy and they represent all that we con-
sider to be evil. Once you’ve made that decision,
the rest is easy, they have no rights, they can be
treated however we feel like, they deserve what-
ever they get, we are the righteous, we are the

chosen. It doesn’t matter if you lock suspects up
in Guantanamo Bay for two years with no basic
human rights.

Keeping all the evil in the world Out There
somewhere is very comforting. Some Christians
have grown huge church congregations by gather-
ing those huddled together, set apart from the
evils of the world. I want to take a different
Christian view.

Deep at the heart of Christian faith is a view of
life from the perspective of the victim. Imagine
how Christian faith looks to the prisoner on the
receiving end of a GI boot. Maybe two years ago
he was on the receiving end of one of Saddam’s
boots, now it’s a Christian one. How do we look
to them, what must they make of the wonderful
new world and values that liberation has brought.

Christianity says that it is possible to do some-
thing about the evil in the world. You don’t stop
evil by deciding it is only to be found somewhere
else, and that it’s source is somebody else. When
Christians gather to worship, we routinely make
the space to consider how we look to others, and
to allow God to show us the evil within ourselves.

I can say, and I believe, that Saddam Hussein
is an evil man, and I don’t expect anyone to dis-
agree with me. But I can keep saying that, and
the world doesn’t change, we just feel cosy that
the evil is being committed by someone else.

What happens if I ask what an Iraqi prisoner
sees when he looks at me, or looks at people who
act on my government’s behalf? What does he
think of the values of my world, as he sees them
acted out on him? What happens if I ask whether
there is any truth in what he describes when he
looks at my world? And what can I do about it?

AS

Diary

Sundays

8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion
with Sunday School
I 1:00am Open Door Service
(st & 3rd Sunday of the month)

Wednesdays

10:00am Holy Communion
followed by coffee
7:30pm Intercessions and

Groups

church.

Lazer Group is a 12-16 youth group which meets weekly on
Sunday evenings at 7:30pm for activities in the church hall. The
evening concludes with candlelit Night Prayer in the chapel in

Prayer Group for Hedling meets monthly in the parish.
Contact the office for details of meetings.

Housegroups The current housegroup is devoted to issues
around understanding Holy Communion, the characteristic
Christian rite. Special attention is being given to admitting
children to receive communion. Please contact the Rector or

A Service to Commemorate
those who fell at the Normandy
Landings will be held at the
Stansted War Memorial
in the Memorial Gardens
on June 6th 2004 at 3:00pm
(St John's Church, if wet)

After the service, refreshments
will be available at the

Night Prayer the Church Office for details. Day Centre, Crafton Green.
Director of Music Honorary Assistant Priest Lazer Group
Rector Mrs Glynis Morris Canon Derek Jackson Mr Gary West
Revd Andrew Spurr Open Door Service phonelfax phone phone
The Rectory (Ecumenical All-Age (01223) 263640 (01279) 652664 (01279) 815243
Sm::; :Z';‘:u':;?:ihet Mes E worshi||>‘). — church.music@stansted.net gary.west@zetnet.co.uk
Essi;;oﬁ:);z 8P N ra';;j:e Bk Church Hall Bookings Sunday School Housegroup
(01279) 812203 Secretary
rector@stansted.net . h('231279) 8.'2748 Mrs Joy Lambe Mr; IS 2a7r;d|;7VV05<:od Lyn Hillier
Day off. Thursday richkidz@waitrose.com ( ) (01279) 303598

(01279) 817937
joy@stansted.net

sandra@stansted.net
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(continued)
Registers for April .
Weddings

17th  Simon Battson and Clare Noble
17th  David Robert Tucker and Jane Oliver

Funerals

7th Mabel Phoebe Florey age 84
16th  Sylvia Isabelle Felix age 78
Summer Sale

Our Summer Sale and Afternoon Tea will be held in the

Church Hall on Saturday 12th June from 2.30pm to 4.30pm.

Proceeds are in aid of the refurbishment of the Church Hall
committee rooms. There will be lots of super items to buy
plus a splendid tea. Admission £1 including refreshments.

St Johms, Stansted
Hill Chilli
7 - 10 pm Friday 18th June
‘Sonia’s Place’ 31 Chapel Hill
Beer ~ Wine ~ Soft Drinks

Supper (vegetarian on request)
Admission £7 incl glass of wine

Tickets from 817937, 816407, 815282

In aid of Church Hall improvements

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Priest Father Joe White
The Presbytery
St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane
Stansted
Tel: 01279 814349

Masses Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am and 10.30am

Holy Days of Obligation 8.00am and 8.00pm

Tuesday-Saturday 9.30am
Confessions
Saturday 10.00am

and by appointment

Baptisms By appointment

In June, two important feast days are celebrated; the Roman
calendar celebrates Corpus Christi on Thursday 10th June,
the Celtic calendar celebrates the feast of St. Columba on
9th June.

Corpus Christi was instituted in the Roman calendar by
Pope Urban VI in 1264. In the Middle Ages, ordinary
people were unable to follow the subtleties of the theology
of the ‘Real Presence’, but were able to express their
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament in more concrete ways.
Processions were organised in which the Host was carried
and venerated with great honour and splendour. The organ-
isation of processions was still taking place right up until
1939, and for a short while in the 1940s and ‘50s, but have
now mainly ceased, except within church grounds. The
processions originated in Liege, in Belgium; the prime
mover was Juliana of Mont Cornillion.

We all know the story of St. Columba and of his landing on
Tona; as he was dying, he blessed the island and gave this
prophecy — “This island will become a wasteland and will
be fit only for animals, but the time will come before the
end of the world when this island of Iona will be restored as
a place of Christian mission.” That prophecy had to wait
centuries to be fulfilled, but it has been in our time.

One of the practices introduced by St. Columba was the
need for a ‘Soul friend’, or the word that was used was
‘Anum chara’. Because at that time everyone was part of a
community, they would each have their own particular
‘Soul friend’, who loved them for what they were, whom
they could trust and did not have to pretend to be something
that they were not, someone who really walked with God.
Who would you choose, or perhaps the question should be,
with whom would you share all those innermost thoughts
and feelings, both the highs and lows of your life?

If we are honest with ourselves, none of us can manage
very well on our own. As we live our Christian lives in our
own communities we discover for ourselves our own need
for a ‘Soul friend’ and discover that one of the great
strengths of the Christian life is having that person close to
you.

If you want to find a ‘Soul friend’ the best way is to be one
yourself, to be ready to open yourself to other people, with

all your emotional ‘hang ups’; put your soul and life in the
hands of another; that surely has to be the Christian way.

As we celebrate these two great feast days this month, we
celebrate the presence of God in our lives and in our com-

munity.
Al
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Francis Mercer



METHODIST

Meets in Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Rev'd Keith Page

2 South Road
Bishop's Stortford
Tel: 01279 654475

Minister

Secretary  Mrs Catherine Dean
49 Recreation Ground
Stansted
Tel: 01279 813579

Email methodists@stansted.net

All services start at 9.30am unless otherwise stated
Services and preachers for June

6th Rev’d Ronald Crewes

13th  Rev’d Keith Page — Holy Communion

20th  No morning service
Church anniversary service at 3.30pm led by Rev’d
Jim Gill. Followed by a ‘bring and share’ tea.

27th Joint service at 10.30am at United Reformed
Church led by Rev’d Janet Tollington

There will be a fellowship meeting on Thursday 24th June
at 8.00pm at 7 Blythwood Gardens.

UNITED REFORMED

Chapel Hill

Minister
Rev'd David Simpson
11 Church Manor
Bishop’s Stortford
CM23 5AF
Tel: 01279 504900

Contact
Mrs Janet Townsend
58 Chapel Hill
Tel: 01279 812593

Preachers for June

6th 2.30pm
13th 10.30am
20th 10.30am

Rev’d David Simpson
Dr P Cressey

Rev’d David Simpson
— Communion

Rev’d Dr J Tollington
~ Joint with Methodist

27th 10.30am

Dates for your June diary

5th 10.00am - Coffee moming and mini
12 noon market

6th 3.30pm-5.00pm Afternoon Tea

7th 6.00pm-8.00pm Pilots

21st 2.30pm-4.00pm Monday Club (mystery tour)
6.00pm-8.00pm Pilots

On what must have been the coldest and wettest day in
April Howard Reeve, a member of our congregation,
walked from his home in Elsenham with a friend to Ongar
and back; a distance of 45 miles, to raise money for
Elephant pumps. £200 provides a pump to bring clean
water to small African villages, and Howard’s aim was to
finance five pumps. The final total raised is not yet avail-
able, but so far it stands at just over £1000. WELL DONE

HOWARD!

We hope for a better morning weather-wise on 5th June as

we plan to have our coffee morning outside. There will be
bric a brac, books, cakes and a raffle for you to buy. Come
and join us from 10.00am.” All proceeds to the hall

refurbishment fund.
Janet Townsend

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk Mrs Anthea Lee
24 Lea Close
Bishop's Stortford
Tel: 01279 656707

Meeting Sunday, 11.00am

Hope

Of the three great Christian qualities I always feel that Hope
is given a lower priority than Faith and Love, and yet it is
such an essential ingredient in our lives. As St. Francis
stresses in his famous prayer “Where there is despair let me
sow hope”. Any of us who have experienced despair know
how vital it is to be given some hope — some glimmer of
light at the end of the tunnel. I always remember a solicitor
friend saying that when dealing with distressing cases he
always tried to ensure that his client left the office on a note
of hope.

Recently, at one of our Quaker General Meetings (these
cover Meetings over a large part of East Anglia) we had a
speaker from Quaker Social Action to talk about their work
in East London. We were rather expecting a distressing
account of crime and drugs, etc. On the contrary, we had
an inspiring account of a project ‘StreetCred’ which creates
facilities for groups of women (about six or seven in each
group) to share their hopes and talents and realise creative
projects. ‘StreetCred’ gets legal and business advice for
them, and has small funds which can be applied for
and,where possible, repaid. Two participants in the scheme
came with the Speaker — in fact did most of the speaking —
and talked about their creative and business activities and
their ambitions. But what shone through was the support
they had given each other, and the hope and confidence
they had been given of a better and a fulfilling life. As one
of them said, “It has made me feel worthwhile”.

Faith may be able to move mountains, but so too can Hope

— mountains of despair.
Katharine Hurford
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BRADWELL PILGRIMAGE
Saturday 3rd July

This year’s Bradwell Pilgrimage celebrates the 1350th anni-
versary of St. Cedd’s landing in Essex and bringing Christi-
anity. At its inception the Pilgrimage was an Anglican
occasion, but in recent years it has become an ecumenical
celebration. The Fraternal in Stansted hope that this year
there will be enough ‘pilgrims’ from the Stansted Churches
to fill a coach.

Anyone who has been to the Pilgrimage knows that the
weather is always good for the two mile walk, the atmos-
phere is relaxed and friendly, and the Service inspiring; this
year the speaker is the Bishop of Chelmsford.

There are details of the day and approximate cost of the
coach in newsletters and a list to sign in each Church. Do
sign up if you can.

Katharine Hurford

CHURCHES TOGETHER ON EIGG

Phyllis Harrison tells of an ecumenical Easter on a Western
Isle

Eigg for Easter? A nice thought and an even nicer fulfil-
ment of an island dream holiday.

24 hours, if you can sit it out, by train via Peterborough,
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Fort William and Mallaig; then the
little boat trip that deposits the visitor on the only landing
stage on Eigg; the family pick-up that drops us and our food
and luggage at our cottage at the end of the island road —
and we are on for a ‘HAPPY EASTER!’

An evening stroll across the fields to the shore and we drop
in on the Catholic Church, tucked in the trees, still structur-
ally sound but sadly dilapidated inside. Two or three ladies
are arranging flowers for Easter Day.

“Come and join us for mass tomorrow.”
“Thank you we’d like that — we’re mixed Methodists and
Presbys, see you soon!”

So, on Easter morning we joined the locals for a memorable
time of worship. The place had been transformed; flowers
and colourful people too covered the wall cracks!

No priest available! An Anglican nun joined us and we
were invited to choose hymns — an amusing try-out of vari-
ous tunes (no accompaniment of course). The nun led a
French carol about the green grass rising which is followed
by the missal’s Easter service — a refreshing start to the
great season plus invitations to meet the priest visiting next
week (for a coming funeral).

Three miles away (four to the quayside shop, on foot
always) the little Church of Scotland welcomes all for the
occasions when they in turn have a visiting minister. The
church building too was shared for island meetings and so-
cial functions.

We enjoyed sandy beaches, swims, the warden’s wildlife
walk, craggy climbs, and discovered Churches Together On

Eigg.
Phyllis Harrison

CALOM

On 7th June there will be a Summer Walk led by Margaret
Whitelaw, starting at the Quaker Meeting House at 8.00pm.

On 21st June Anthea Lee will give a Quaker view of heal-
ing at 8.00pm at 7 Blythwood Gardens.

All are most welcome to attend these events.

Catherine Dean
813579

STANSTED DAY AND COMMUNITY CENTRE

We are all extremely grateful for the money given to us for
our new curtains.

The organisations that use the day centre have raised funds
in various ways — thank you all.

The recent coffee morning raised the magnificent sum of
£435 and we really appreciate the stall holders, those who
donated things and those who came and spent their money.
When we have the final total we will let you know. Again
thank you very much.

Brenda Scarr

Help! - One, two or even three drivers are needed to take
people to and from the Day Centre on a regular basis. You
will only need to be available one regular day every three
weeks - Tuesdays or Thursdays. For more information ring
814440. Looking forward to hearing from you.

Bridget Gott



UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

The New Civic Year

The annual meeting in May marked the start of the new
civic year. The new Chairman (Cllr Elizabeth Godwin from
Birchanger) and Vice Chairman (Cllr Bill Bowker who rep-
resents Newport) were elected. The leadership of the Coun-
cil and chairmanship of the policy committees remain in the
hands of the Liberal Democrats. I am serving as the Vice-
Chairman of the newly established Transport and Highways
Committee. Transport is likely to become much more high
profile for the Council. It will be concemed with the man-
agement of decriminalisation of parking enforcement.
Although the County Council is the highways authority,
Uttlesford is responsible for a locally determined highways
programme. The Committee will also be concerned with
matters such as road safety and residents’ parking schemes.

I will continue to serve on the Stansted Airport Advisory
Panel which meets with senior management from the airport
on a regular basis. This will be particularly important as we
expect to receive a planning application from BAA to make
full use of the existing runway. I am also a member of the
Community & Leisure Committee which has oversight of
the District’s leisure centres including Mountfitchet
Romeera.

Like many other councillors I represent the Council on out-
side bodies. My involvement continues to be serving on the
Board of Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau. When
resources and a venue become available I should like to see
a CAB presence in Stansted. Other organisations I am
involved in are the Uttlesford Police and Community Con-
sultative Group and Birchanger Wood.

General Satisfaction Survey 2003

Like many other organisations the Council carries out
market research to find out people’s views. Some 1367
residents completed the survey in the autumn of 2003. It
makes for interesting reading. Overall satisfaction with
council services at 64% was the highest rate in Essex.
Dissatisfaction with council services at 9% was the lowest
in Essex.

Asked, “what is most important in making Uttlesford a good
place to live?” the reply was:

Low level of crime
Health services

Education provision
Affordable decent housing
Clean streets

R W N —

It was not all good. Asked, “what most needs improving?”
the replies included:

. Activities for teenagers

. Public transport

. Level of traffic congestion
. Affordable decent housing

. Road and pavement repairs

Of course, in any survey one should always contain a health
warning. As the old adage goes, there are lies, damn lies
and statistics. Nevertheless for all policy makers it contains
food for thought.

‘Councillor Geoffrey Sell
Tel: 01279 815925
email: cllrsell@uttlesford.gov.uk

Stansted Post Office

I have asked for a meeting with Post Office Counters in the
next few weeks over the disgraceful delay in re-establishing
our local post office. I want to see the colour of their eyes!
Do they really care if Stansted doesn’t have a PO? Are they
really trying to solve the needs of local people? Or is it sim-
ply cheaper for them if Stansted residents continue to
traipse to Bishop’s Stortford and Elsenham. I don’t know
the answer to these questions but I will try to find out.

Appointments

For the second year I have been elected as Leader of the
District Council. My colleague Vanessa Pedder is the new
Vice Chair of the Environment Committee. Geoffrey Sell
has reported on some of the other appointments. Stansted is
well represented with councillors in positions of influence.
Putting plans in place and restructuring and recruiting our
staff have taken up much of the first year of the new coun-
cil. From now on we have to step up delivering our plans.

Councillor Alan Dean
Tel: 01279 813579
email: cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk

NLP Solutions -
to life's little problems!

Solving even a small problem could make a BIG
difference

Stress & Anger Management
Anxiety, Depression, Sleep problems
Smoking, Weight Loss, "bad habits"
Trauma, Abuse, Allergy, Phobias, Spelling Difficulties, ADD

All SOLVED in only 1 - 3 sessions!

_ Why let the past run your future?

( Call today: 01279 817976

or email Link@NLPsolutions.com
www.NLPsolutions.com

Sian Lloyd MBA
Certified NLP Trainer & Master Practitioner
Registered Timeline ® Practitioner
Also available: NLP Training & Workshops,
Team Development, Personal & Career Coaching




Newport Croquet
Club

Open Day

Saturday 12th June

Come and have a go!
Tea & Coffee available

please wear flat shoes on the lawns

Stansted Evening
Women’s Institute

> § presents

THE E N'I‘Ell’l‘MNEllS
‘fSorgs fram the Shows®
745for Spm Fri 11t June
at United Reformed Church

Tickets £5.50 (incl. glass of wine)
(01279) 813542, 814433 or 812470

More information from
David Manley (01279) 812564

st Johns, Stansted [

Summer Sale
and Affernoon Tea
2.30 - 4.30 pm Sat 12th June
St John’s Church Hall
Lots of super items to buy!
Admission £1 incl. refreshments

Proceeds to Committee Room Refurbishment

VILLAGE EVENTS
June

2 Wed Mountfitchet Seniors
Gdn Club trip to B. End Gdns

Day Centre 2 - 4 pm
Crafton Green Car Park 6.30 pm

5 Sat Mini Market & Coffee morning UR Church 10 am - noon
6 Sun Windmill Open 2-6pm
D Day Commemoration War Memorial 3 pm
Afternoon Tea (after service) UR Church 3.30 - 5 pm
7 Mon Shalom Walk Quaker Meeting House 8 pm
10 Thu Euro Parliamentary Elections
Wi St John’s Hall 7.45 pm
11 Fr  WI ‘The Entertainers’ United Reformed Church 7.45 pm
12 Sat Lib Dem Ploughman’s Day Centre noon - 2 pm

Summer Sale & Tea St John's Hall 2.30 - 4.30 pm
Croquet Club Open Day Newport Croquet Club

12 Sat/13 Sun Green Waste, Wood, Metal Lower St Car Pk 8 am - 3 pm

18 Fri  Hill Chilli 31 Chapel Hill 7 - 10 pm

20 Sun Boot Sale Mountfitchet School 8 am - noon

21 Mon Shalom Group 7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm

26 Sat Summer Fayre St Mary’'s School noon - 3 pm
Music on a Summer Evening Four Winds Burton End 7 pm

26 Sat/27 Sun Green Waste, Wood, Metal Lower St Car Pk 9 am - 3 pm

27 Sun SSE Open Gardens Broxted Village noon - 6 pm

July

3 Sat Bradwell Pilgrimage Meet at Crafton Green 9.30 am
4 Sun Windmill Open 2-6pm

5 Mon Shalom Group Quaker Meeting House 8 pm

7 Wed Mountfitchet Seniors Day Centre 2 - 4 pm

Garden Club Day Centre 8 pm
8 Thu W St John’s Hall 7.45 pm
10 Sat/11 Sun Green Waste, Wood, Metal Lower St Car Pk 9 am - 3 pm

11 Sun Boot Sale Mountfitchet School 8 am - noon
Fun Run & Walk Bentfield Green 11 am
HEAL Open Gardens 2-6pm

17 Sat Music in the Park Bentfield School 2 - 8 pm

19 Mon Shalom Group

7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm

St Marg's Primary School
PTFA

SUMMER FAYRE

Saturday 26™ June
12 noon - 3 pm

GAMES WITH A SPORTING THEME
5, MINI FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
RAFFLE ~ TOMBOLA
BBQ ~ LICENSED BAR

Entry 50p - accompanied children free
Music
ON A SUMMER’S

o4 Gﬁ EVENING

“apped
with ‘CHARITY’
Saturday 26" June W ah
6.30 for7-9pm
at ‘Four Winds’ Burton End
(please bring own deckchairs)
Tickets £8 inc. light refreshments

from HJ Club or Stansted Carpets
ALL PROCEEDS TO THE NUW JONNSON CLUS

SSSTOP VANISHING
X e

Broxted Open Gardens
Sunday 27th June
12 noon - 6 pm
fete » displays - refreshments » BBQ
beer tent « country walks ¢ pony rides
Tickets £4 - children free
(incl. shuttle bus between gardens)
Tel. Maggie on 850204 or 07714 767921

www. stopstanstedexpansion.com

Bentfield School PTA o, STANSTED
Music in the Park THEAL: o RPN &‘
' Gancer * GARDENS
Saturday 17th July Sunday 11 th July
2-8pm 2pm-6 pm

live music all afternoon
bouncy castle ~ games
BBQ ~ beer tent

Tickets - £6.50 in advance (£7.50 on gate)
from School (813626) or PTA members
Accompanied children free

I7 gardens to visit

Refreshments available at
Day Centre Crafton Green and
at scme gardens

Tickets £4 Tel 814265

STANSTED
FUN RUN

www.stansted10k.org.uk
info@stansted10k.org.uk

Bentfield Green 11am Sun 11th July
SERIOUS RUNNER - need a challenge
FUN RUNNER - improve your time
WALKER - enjoy a pleasant stroll

Fam Run & Walk

Use the entry form in this copy of
Link or visit our website as above




ALDWYCH CONSTRUCTION
23/25 Lower Street, Stansted CV[24 SLN

- Building and Decorating Contractors
All needs provided throughout North West Essex,
East Herts & South Cambs

‘PROPER WORK AT PROPER PRICES’

The Mower Shop

I:LS ENHAM
Mowers

BOTH PERIOD AND MODERN

FOR ESTIMATES Tel 01279 816701
Mobile 0802 548471 Fax 01279 812656

Strimmers
Chain Saws
Garden Tractors

Tools & Accessories

g~  OPTOMETRISTS AND CONTACT
£ 8.7 LENSPRACTITIONERS -
) F[}@ﬁdﬂﬁg@ engineers

%,, Bysease foc all the By FULL REPAIR SERVICE

Al
47 Knight Street 4 Chapet Hill Tel 01279 813381
Sawbridgewaorth Stansted
CM21 9AX CM24 8AG
01279 725332 01279 816198

o AR iorfedt Ervel e SR ulromster Ao ’ F U R N | S H E D
YOU'RE.......

| 24 [H]@@n’ ILU)XUW TTIT@]V@[I

- All Fams Quotecl Bem Jnumey Cammences
- All Vehicles Are Fully NrCandIﬁnned

-\!‘ﬁj

- Limousines I Chauﬂ'eur Senuce
- Corporate Accoum Faci!mes
- Wheelchair Amess Minibus On Slte

For Booklngs Call
Tel: 01279 662444 Fax: 01279 680750
Passenger Terminal, §Iansmd Airpor}' :

= =0 N

www-girparfcorzcom

Famous Branded Furniture at

HALF PRICE

NEW STOCK IN EVERY WEEK

Rear of 14 Cambridge Road Mon - Sat 10 am-5pm
Stansted 01279 815028 Sunday 11 am-4 pm
Also new warehouse at Takeley
Warg Planters GARDEN DESIGN
The Tithe Barn, Parsonage Farm, Stansted, Liz Elfick-Wood (Dip 6D)

Essex CM24 8TY

Tel: 01279 817641/2/3 Fax: 817644 \%/
www.wildroseuk.co.uk
email: sales@wareplanters.co.uk

WildRose
Handmade Pottery & Reliefs

Watertight, Frostproof
Interior & Exterior, Robust

NEW PRODUCT TO THE UK

Professional design service
from single consultations
to landscape design and
planting plans

Tel: 01279 815425

D. BROWN

House Clearance

* Houses
» Garages
* Sheds

Anything considered

7™ 07973 777106

Continental Cars

+ Established in Stansted in 1972

« Situated next to Stansted Mountfitchet station

« Showroom open 7 days a week

« Access to around 2000 Saab Approved Used Cars

+ All makes servicing & repairs at very competitive prices

Station Road, Stansted CM24 8BE Tel 01279 812534
Fax 01279 815635 Internet; www.continentalcars.co.uk
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NEW MEMORIES FOR OLD

In the 21st century families are spread wider than ever
across the country — or around the world — and so it’s easier
than ever to lose touch with our relatives. Even those of us
who are on the Internet probably send 10 emails to friends
for every one that goes to a relative.

At the same time, people are living longer. Whilst most
older people are perfectly able to look after themselves, or
can manage with a minimum of assistance, nothing can sub-
stitute for a visit from their children or grandchildren, nieces
or nephews.

Fortunately there is one leisure activity that positively
encourages us to talk to the older generations in our family
- researching the family tree. As any guide to family history
will tell you (and there’s an excellent Beginners’ Guide on
the Internet at www.LostCousins.com), when you want to
research your ancestors, your first step should be to talk to
those who are still living.

Our parents and grandparents, great uncles and aunts are
like living history books, able to tell us how life really was
for previous generations, when television had yet to be
invented, the telephone was a novelty, and families huddled
round a crystal set to listen to ‘2LO".

It isn’t as if you’ll be able to capture all that knowledge the
first time you talk to your relatives. Go back to them every
now and again as you piece together the family history, and
you’ll be surprised — and delighted — to discover that they
remember more and more, as the snippets of information
you feed back to them trigger memories of people and
events that had been long-forgotten.

I began to research my family tree when I realised that my
last surviving relatives from my parents’ generation were
well into their 80s. I couldn’t expect them to be around for
ever, and if they weren’t, a wealth of information could be
lost. Nobody else would be able to name the guests at that
1920’s wedding party, or identify the backdrop for that
family photograph.

I didn’t find anyone rich or famous in my family tree. Most
of my ancestors were poor farm labourers — and my great-
great-great grandmother died in the workhouse at the age of
52. She’d been a widow for 20 years by then — what a
struggle it must have been to bring up her four children.
Knowing that my ancestors didn’t have an advantageous
start in life makes me all the more proud of them. They
managed to learn to write though their parents couldn’t;
they went wherever there was work so that they could feed
their children; they did their best — and it worked.

People often say “I haven’t got the time to research my
family tree”. That might once have been the case — but these
days so much information is literally at your fingertips,
thanks to the Internet. A good place to start is the 1881
Census of England & Wales, which is available completely
free at www.FamilySearch.org; another very useful site is
FreeBMD (http://freebmd.rootsweb.com) where you can
search the indexes of births, marriages, and deaths since
1837.

At the new LostCousins site (www.LostCousins.com) all
you do is enter the details of your ancestors from the 1881
Census. Then, when someone who shares the same ances-
tors logs on - your lost cousin - the two of you are automat-
ically put in contact so that you can exchange information,
share photographs, and swap stories about the family you
both belong to. LostCousins is a good place to start because
apart from the excellent Beginners’ Guide mentioned above,
there’s also a blank family tree that you can download. If
you need a passcode to enter the site, enter the word LINK.

Peter Calver

Stansted Mountfitchet Parish Council
Clerk Ruth Clifford Council Offices

Office Hours Crafton Green
10 am - 1 pm Tel 813214
Monday - Friday Fax 813964

At the Annual Council Meeting on 5th May, Cllr Catherine
Dean was re-elected as our Chairman, with Geoffrey Sell
re-elected as Vice-Chairman. Committee Chairmen remain
unchanged - Peter Jones (Finance and General Purposes)
and Valerie Trundle (Open Spaces).

Waste Skips and Recycling

Many of you will have noticed that the recycling banks
have moved to the far end of the Lower Street Car Park.
This is partly to reduce the disturbance to neighbouring
properties, but also to rationalise the site. The fortnightly
waste skips (for metal, wood and green waste), are likely to
be housed permanently on this site, although only open for
use, currently, every other weekend. They will therefore
require to be sectioned off. With funding from Uttlesford,
we intend to screen this area somehow to improve the vis-
ual aspect!

Skip dates: 12th and 13th June, 26th and 27th June, 10th
and 11th July, all 9.00am-3.00pm.

Don't forget that there are also limited recycling facilities in
the car park on the left-hand side of Cannon's Mead.

Grass Cutting

Unfortunately, and due to the persistent wet weather in
early May, our grass cutting schedule fell behind resulting
in some untidy areas. The Cemetery particularly looked
poor and for this we apologise; however the mowers are
running as we type and we hope that all is now back on
schedule.

Parish Cemetery

On the subject of the Cemetery, a working party has been
established to undertake a thorough review of the Rules and
Regulations. It will work on this over the summer, with a
view to reporting back to the Council in September. It is
our intention to liaise closely with the Rector who has
responsibility for rules and regulations in the Churchyard.

Ruth Clifford
Clerk



ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT

As has been reported over the past few months the three
major issues before the County — airport development,
housing provision and Planning Act Review — are presently
under either active discussion and debate or are awaiting
consideration by appeal bodies. Hence no reports of any
value can be made now before the autumn and beyond and
perhaps even later as the Parliamentary Elections loom in
view in 2005. Any future reports must therefore wait.

However, other issues which will have great effect in the
county from an environmental and economic point of view
are moving into more serious consideration. One of these is
the question of Cross Rail which the Prime Minister has
stated should now go ahead. From the county viewpoint
familiar problems will arise. The Cross Rail project reaches
into Essex at Shenfield or into Thurrock. Whilst to the
average commuter the provision of a speedy and hopefully
efficient service will bring much benefit in terms of speed
and comfort in travel, the question arises as to who will
provide and what arrangements are to be made over the
movement of the commuter from his/her home to the
railhead. Will there be sufficient car parking space? Will
the road systems have the necessary capacity? The Cross
Rail Authority takes no account of this from a financial
point of view. Who is to do so? The county is giving
thought to this but no decisions will be taken or plans be
made for some time yet. Sufficient to say Cross Rail will
have effects in Uttlesford that need to be kept in mind, but
not yet!

Another and more remote, but nevertheless important, future
development which will affect us all is the proposition for a
new container port to be built in the UK. One site in
Southampton water has been considered and recently
discarded by Government on environmental grounds. The
other two sites under consideration are both in Essex — one
at Shell Haven on the Thames and the other at Harwich at
Dibden Bay. The development of one or other would have
enormous effects on the county in some ways for the better
and in others for the worse. Again both options are under
active consideration and decisions will not be taken until
2005. Which option will win remains to be seen, but in the
case of Harwich, development there could bring many
benefits to one of the less affluent areas of the county.
Which option is best overall will be decided. Let us wait
and see.

Should any reader wish to discuss these matters further they
should contact the undersigned on 01279 8§12588.

Richard Wallace
County Councillor Stansted Division
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Stansted
Art & Craft Market

Good News and Bad

We now have a revitalised committee, and until the middle
of April we were looking forward to many more years of
fundraising for Stansted’s good causes. Then disaster struck.
As you may have read in the local paper, or last month’s
‘Link’, vandals set fire to our storage shed and destroyed
virtually all of our equipment. The biggest loss is all 33 of
our display boards on which we hang the paintings for the
Market. To replace all of these will cost in the region of
£700. Even if we manage to get round this major problem,
we shall still not have any advertising boards to put in
gardens, or any of our roadside signs. To re-stock the
Market fully will take far more than the reserve fund that
we carry. In the light of this, the committee held a meeting
recently to decide whether or not it would be feasible to
have the Market this year, or indeed at all in the future.

We all want to see the Market continue, particularly now
that we have a new committee up and running. As a result,
we have decided that the Market will take place this year as
planned. However, we shall be operating at something of a
disadvantage. We intend to replace as many of the display
boards as we can afford this year and to restock the rest of
our equipment as and when funds allow. Of course this
does mean that we shall be lacking most of our advertising
material this year. Therefore, if anyone who does not
normally do so would be willing to display a poster for us
this year, we would be very grateful. After all, if we
manage to get the Market open as usual, but nobody knows
about it, a great deal of work will have been in vain.

If you can help in any way, we would love to hear from
you! On a more mundane note, we could still do with more
stewards and more help with setting up and dismantling the
Market. So, if you cannot commit the time which
involvement with the committee would mean, but might be
able to find an hour or two once a year in aid of all the
activities which the Market supports, please contact Brenda
Ryan (tel. 812725); your offers will be very warmly
received. We look forward to seeing as many of you as
possible at the Market at St John’s Church and Church Hall,
St John’s Road, Stansted on Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th
September 2004.

Sian Mackey

STEVE HALL’S GARDENING SERVICES

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR
GARDEN

TEL. 01279 817739
or 07778 049063




Local Occupations

No. 6

Library Manager

Christine Chanter

The library service seems to be in the public eye nowadays
as a consequence of changing lifestyles and the resulting
need to provide a wider range of facilities. Stansted shares
this national trend but has unconsciously developed another
means of raising its image — that of offering a friendly
village-style ambience in which anyone can feel at ease.
The credit for this must largely go to the team of four led
by Christine. She became a library assistant in 1987 and
has been manager for some nine years — sufficiently long to
know the local ‘trade’ and sustain an informal and helpful
relationship with regular and occasional visitors alike.
Regular card holders will have noticed how the shelves of
books have diminished by a third in recent years to make
way for videos and four computer terminals. Both of these
innovations have proved popular, and extended the variety
of residents who come in.

The library building in Crafton Green started life as a
telephone exchange in 1935 and has adapted with the times
since the move from the then, Parish Council offices in
Lower Street in the early ‘70s. It is now a little too small to
do justice to expanding services and population but it has
the great advantages of a central location and nearby
parking; furthermore it has good access for the disabled and
there is a Loop system for users of hearing aids.

Christine’s day begins with booting up the computers and
dealing with the post and the thrice weekly delivery from
the Council’s central store. Nor surprisingly, everything is
computerised, so new books, videos, etc. have to be logged
in and, of course, all borrowed books, etc. have to be
similarly recorded. She and her colleagues hold the oddly-
named European Computer Driving Licence. With the rise
in school computer resources the use of reference books by
children has fallen off but an ambitious youngster can quite
easily earn extra kudos by augmenting internet material
through the reference system. Obviously Bishop’s Stortford
and Saffron Walden libraries hold a more comprehensive
range, but it is easy to order-up books from national
sources, a service which is generating a healthy number of
enquiries. Much of Christine’s day is taken up with dealing
with these and other enquiries. Wet days tend to be busier
than the fine ones. The library fills a niche for those seeking
reading practice, a resource which is used by the Peter Kirk
Centre, and there is an associated service named Quick-
Read that operates through short stories.

Another facility which Christine masterminds is called
Libraries Direct which, with the help of several volunteers,
takes books to the housebound. A new venture this summer
is Roller Coaster, a summer holiday edition of the Summer
Read programme which has been running for some years.
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Christine sometimes thinks nostalgically of the days when
books filled the building and the more widespread reading
interest of those times, but is determined that the new
services should be made known and extended as time goes
by. Already audio books, language courses on tape, CDs,
CD ROMs and DVDs are on the library’s repertoire and
finding favour.

Nevertheless, the background to Stansted Library remains
its books and the cheerful service of its staff. The
photograph below was taken when Mary Phillips retired in
April and includes Glynis Springham and Anne Hutchinson
as well as Christine on the right. Sadly, a weekend
assistant, Vanessa Stares, was absent due to illness.

There is now longer Saturday opening, which is a clear plus
for the working population. So, if you are not already an
unofficial ‘friend of Stansted Library’, pop in and see what
Christine can offer.

Derek Honour

THLEOL FRITGH

LEGION Royal British Legion
2 Stansted & District

Branch

A reminder that a commemoration of the 60th anniversary
of D-DAY will be held at the Stansted war memorial at
3.00pm on Sunday 6th June.

Do please try to come along to this service which will be
followed by tea in the Day Centre (not in St John’s Hall).

David Challis
Chairman



BENTFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

01279 813626

With the good weather comes the end of both the football
and hockey seasons. Our girls’ football team had their first
match experience with the six-a-side tournament held at
Katherine Semar Junior School and really enjoyed the
experience. The next day we sent two enthusiastic teams to
the boys’ Football Tournament at the same venue. It was a
beautiful sunny morning attracting a large crowd of
supporters. The most highly contested match was when our
A and B teams met to play each other. The result was an
honourable 0 - 0 draw.

The weather unfortunately did not hold for the district
hockey tournament which was held at Newport Free
Grammar School the following Friday. Again we were able
to send two teams. Our A team, having come top of their
league during the season, narrowly missed out on a place in
the finals. Well played to ail those who competed in these
matches and others, throughout the autumn and spring
terms.

During the Easter break our school saw other children
within its walls when RESCU, a local organisation for
children with disabilities, used part of it for their Easter
playscheme. Our special facilities (including soft play area
and light and sound room) make this an ideal location for
them to use and the school is delighted to welcome them.

This term Class 4 have been studying India. To enhance
their learning, a visit was arranged from the Parrotfish
Company who thrilled the whole school with a special
assembly where they were the guests at a Hindu Wedding.
Some of the children had the chance to dress up in Indian
clothes. After the assembly Class 4 had activities including
block printing, puppetry and kite flying and, in the
afternoon sampling Indian food; a super day!

Classes 1 and 2 enjoyed a joint visit to Aklowa African
Village - just down the road in Takeley. They took part in
music making, roasting peanuts and dressing up (adults
included)! They had a wonderful time.

Is your child aged 18 months or older and not yet

in Nursery? Have you heard about Messy Play? This
is great fun and runs in the Nursery every Monday
during term time from 1.30pm to 3.00pm. If you are
interested please contact the school - or just turn up!
And talking of the Nursery - there are still a few
vacancies for this coming September! Contact the
school if you would like to visit and see Mrs Smith
and her team in action!

The PTA would like to extend a huge vote of thanks
to all those who supported the Big Top May Fair on
8th May. Despite picking the wettest weekend in
recent history, we had a fantastic afternoon. With the
rain miraculously holding off for the afternoon and a
handy supply of gazebos and marquees we were able
to go ahead as planned. The circus theme went
down incredibly well with both children and adults
alike. The bouncy slide, Silly Billy Blue Hat, wobbly
bikes, and candy floss proved the most popular
attractions for the children, while the old favourites

such as the raffle, tombolas, coconut shy, BBQ and beer
and Pimm’s tent kept the adults amused! The children put
on a spectacular circus performance, with children from
reception to class 6 tumbling, clowning, juggling and even
taming lions! It really was a sight to behold! The event
raised around £2000, so once again we would like to thank
all those who helped and supported on the day.

With the summer fast approaching it is time, once again, to
dust off those dancing shoes — yes, it’s Music in the Park.
This year’s event will be held on Saturday 17th July from
2.00pm 8.00pm and promises to be even bigger and better
than last year. We’ve got live bands playing all afternoon
with music to suit all tastes, and bouncy castles and
entertainment to keep the children amused. There will be a
beer tent and BBQ to top up the picnics so a great family
day is guaranteed! Tickets are available from the school
(813626) or a PTA member at a cost of £6.50 in advance or
£7.50 on the door. Children under 16 are free if
accompanied by an adult, so the family can enjoy a whole
day of entertainment and fun for just £13! Come and join
us for a great start to the summer!

BENTFIELD COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL
25" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Way back in 2001 the writer contributed an article on the
reunion of ‘old’ scouts in Felbrigg, Cromer, where scout
camps had taken place in the past.

Now for more nostalgia, this time concerning Bentfield
County Primary School. There are many people in the
village who will remember Barbara and Alan Lodge who
moved from the village almost 20 years ago to the wilds of
Northamptonshire. They have retained a great affection for
the village and still have many connections here. Barbara
had it in mind that the year 2004 would be Bentfield’s 25"
Anniversary, and she and Alan instigated a get-together of
old pupils/parents/teachers/friends, to celebrate the
momentous occasion. Sue and I were roped in to help with
organising and the four of us set to in getting things
moving.




It was no mean task tracking people down. This was
achieved by networking, Friends Reunited website, old
records and word of mouth, etc. All the hard work
culminated in a weekend of celebrations at the school on
1st and 2nd May.

On the Saturday evening we held a social event with local
trio Slow Time Monday (all present parents at the school)
providing excellent music. Food was served and about 80
people attended, coming from as far afield as Scotland. As
you can imagine there was much nostalgia with many
people meeting again for the first time in over 20 years.
Everybody had a marvellous time and the evening was a
great success.

On the Sunday the school was opened with displays of old
photos, newspaper cuttings, ex-pupils’ work, copies of
‘Contact’, the magazine we used to produce, and much
more. There was even a dress made from material the
school used to sell by the yard. Jemima, who wore the
dress when she was about nine years old, declined to model
it!

For most of the day the school hall was full of people, many
coming from various parts of the country. It was lovely to
see so many ex-pupils and to learn what they were doing
now. Of particular interest was exploring the school and
seeing the many changes that had taken place over the
years. Bentfield School has had many changes and has
grown considerably. It now has nursery and special needs
provisions which are most impressive.

il B
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People were most interested in seeing the new nursery and
classrooms, which include an impressive light and sound
room and soft play area. The ICT suite was also
commented on with its array of computers and equipment —
a far cry from when I was at primary school, although I
must say I was a dab hand with the counting beads, and you
don’t get ink monitors any more!

Although the school has changed a lot one thing hasn’t
changed - that is the happy atmosphere which the school
has always had. It was a very happy and memorable
weekend, and a sum of money was raised from the sale of
tickets and raffle on the evening that will be used to buy the
school something to commemorate the event.

Here’s to the next 25 years!
Dick Pollard

13

STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
WINDMILL

Jumble and bric-a-brac stall
8th and 9th May

The weather for National Mills Open Weekend did its usual
thing, and managed to drizzle a lot of the time. Luckily
however, it stayed dry long enough on the Saturday and
Sunday to make for a successful sale.

The profit for the Mill so far is just over £525 and this is
due to the kind and generous donations for the stalls, and
the stalwart helpers who turned out both before and on the
days. There will be some more money to come from
various sources but the result to date has really been worth
the effort. Once more a big "thank you" to the ‘flyer’
deliverers, donors and helpers.

Pearl Wellings

Congratulations to Pearl and Tony Wellings and all their
helpers for the splendid result (reported above) of so much
hard work, delivering leaflets, collecting, sorting and selling
jumble and bric-a-brac. Tony also had the unenviable task
of disposing of the leftovers. The Windmill was left in
trust to Stansted, so if you live here it belongs to you, but
comparatively few help to conserve it. If you have
time to help or would like to make a donation,
please ring:

Derek or Peggy Honour 647213

S IBDI[E A
Pre-school nurgery
© Excellent Ofs+ed Report

© qualified Friendly S+aff

) Spacious hall wi+h a quie+ yoom
for Rhymes § stories

&) Erphasis on learning +hrough play

felephone 01279 813828




PATIENT & PUBLIC INITIATIVE FORUM

So what are these Patient and Public Initiative Forums
(that's if you've actually heard of them)? A bit of a
mouthful certainly, and smacking somehow of the
bureaucracy riddling the NHS.

But hang on; they really are important - to you, to me and
to our whole community, giving us all a more potent voice
in shaping our health. They replace the old, and still
missed by some, Community Health Councils. But — so we
are told — they have more power. We shall see...

I'm part of the forum dealing with the Princess Alexandra
Hospital Trust in Harlow and we're still very much at the
formative stage - a bit like the birth of one's first baby;
messy, a lot of unknowns and a heck of a lot to learn! Our
pivotal role is in getting patients' views heard and acted on
within the NHS; in this case, the hospital itself. So we're
here to deal with anything that concerns you, that you want
improved or that you maybe feel is lacking.

I'm basically the one who handles the media - I suppose 30
years as a newspaper, BBC radio and TV journalist
accounts for that. The rest of our team have long been
involved in and with the NHS and the Princess Alexandra;
using it, working for it and helping run its various other
volunteer groups. So we know the setup well.

What differentiates us from the old Community Health
Councils is that we have, as [ say, some quite wide-ranging
statutory powers to back us up. We can demand
information, investigate issues and inspect premises — and
we are quite independent of the NHS. So far our Forum is
looking into hospital hygiene, transport, the complaints
system and breast cancer, with more to come.

We're also very much on the lookout for new members for
our forum, so if you want to find out more you can take a
look at www.cppih.org, at www.makingtimeforhealth.ore,
and at the various other NHS websites. You can contact the
CPPIH (who select Forum members) on 0845 120 7111 or
enquiries(@cppih.org , ... email me (and I’ll pass it on) ...
or just drop a letter to our local office at Moot House, Stow
Centre, Harlow.

Why did I join the PPI Forum? Because I've had to use
NHS hospitals in recent years and, frankly, I feel I owe the
NHS a great deal for the splendid treatment I've received.
We're not the only Forum in this area, so if hospital work
isn't your scene, then there's also the Uttlesford PCT Forum
which deals with anything from surgeries to opticians, as
well as Forums for the Ambulance Service and Mental
Health.

Two big issues face the NHS and us over the next few
years: Patient Choice, where you choose your hospital, and
the new and greatly reduced hours of work imposed by the
European Union. Both have huge implications for hospital
budgets and, in the end, on us. Our PPI Forum is keen to

make sure you get your say.
Luke Albarin

email luke@albarin.fsworld.co.uk
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STANSTED
EXPANSION

Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) has received the national
award for the UK’s ‘Best Community Campaign’ by a
prestigious parliamentary group at a ceremony in the House
of Lords on 26th April.

The All-Party Parliamentary Sustainable Aviation Group
was formed in response to the Government’s recent Air
Transport White Paper. The Group’s Mission Statement is:

“To inform the UK Government about the range and scale
of the local, national and global environmental impacts that
the air transport industry causes and to participate in the
debate on how best to control and reduce them, creating an
environmentally sustainable future for those who work in,
use, and are affected by the industry’s everyday
operations.”

The Group’s Officers are: Lord Faulkner of Worcester,
Chair; Vice Chairs; John Randall MP, Tony Colman MP;
David Taylor MP, Treasurer; and Patsy Calton MP,
Secretary. SSE was praised for its “hard-hitting, fact-based
grass roots campaign”.

Campaign Chairman Norman Mead and Campaign Director
Carol Barbone received the award on behalf of SSE from
Lord Faulkner of Worcester and Braintree MP Alan Hurst
at a special ceremony which also recognised the
achievements of the media, parliamentarians, community
groups, scientists and financial institutions.

Commenting on SSE’s success, Norman Mead said:
“Presentation of the facts about the impacts of expansion in
a clear and straightforward way has been our goal from the
very beginning of the campaign. We know that this
community has come to frust us as a result — and it has
earned us respect at the very highest levels, evidenced by
today’s award.”

Norman Mead added: “We’re not in this business to win
awards but to eliminate the threat of Stansted becoming the
world’s largest airport. Nevertheless, to receive the accolade
of Best Community Campaign is a real honour and
demonstrates that we have an excellent foundation from
which to go forward and defeat the expansion proposals
which are before us.”

Carol Barbone
0777 552 3091
cbarbone@mxc.co.uk
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On 6th May the Club celebrated its 30th birthday with a
service in St John’s Church led by the Rector and choir and
attended by over 150 members, parents, helpers and friends.
We were delighted to welcome our MP Sir Alan Haselhurst,
who spoke to us all afterwards.

Huw Johnson died from muscular dystrophy on 16th April
1974 and his parents Tom and Marion founded the Club in
his memory later that year. Its objectives have remained
consistent from this time to the present, ie to assist and
provide support to young people with special needs, and
their parents. Latterly ‘young people’ has become extended
to not-so-young as members tend to remain with us well
into middle life. Gratitude was shown to Tom and Marion,
who spoke of the early days and Huw’s influence, and
members led prayers of thanks for what the Club had meant
to them, while Huw’s godfather, Fr Huw Chiplin, read from
Huw’s perceptively-written diary.

Following the service there was a reception in the Hall and
a splendid performance by the Clown Doctor. All in all it
was an occasion which will remain in our memories for a
long time. With a loyal membership and a great team of
leaders, helpers, drivers and supporters, the auguries for the
Club’s future are most encouraging. As our MP said,
coming at the end of a week of dismal international news,
seeing a gathering of thoroughly happy and caring people is
a true reflection of what life is really about.

Derek Honour
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Stansted Tennis Club

Tournament results

Junior Girls Singles

On Sunday 25th April ten girls competed for this new
trophy, which was very kindly donated by honorary club
member, Pat Clower. In the round-robin stage, the girls
were split into two groups of five, with each competitor
playing a match against all others within that group.
Katherine Langridge, Rosie Chatto and Alice Hamilton-
Hastings all finished level in group 1 on 17 points each.
Katherine took top spot in the group as she had the most
number of wins. In Group 2, Ruby Hollis was the top
scorer with 27. All ten girls were then seeded, according to
how they had fared for the knockout stage. The semi finals
and final were the best of seven games. In the first semi,
Katherine Langridge beat Rosie Chatto 4-0 and Alice
Hamilton-Hastings defeated Ruby Hollis by the same score.
The final then produced a cracking match. Alice took a 3-1
lead and looked like she would lift the trophy, but
Katherine doggedly fought back to win the next three
games to win 4-3.

The Boyd Trophy

This annual event was played for on Sunday 9th May.
Twelve players competed in the round robin morning event.
A delicious chilli lunch was then enjoyed by the players
before the semi-finals took place. In the first semi, Sandra
Ayres and George Luther beat Fran Cayless and Martin
Macionis 6-2, while in the other semi, Jenny Kirby and
Chris Hollis beat Richard Mott and Pam Fearn 6-0. In the
final Chris and Jenny won the first two games, but George
and Sandra stormed through the next six games to clinch
the match and win the trophy.

Paul Bristow Junior Doubles Tournament

This is a reminder to all junior club members that you need
to pick your partners for this event which will take place on
Sunday 13th June. Please see the posters in the clubhouse
for more information. You need to be quick as this is a very
popular évent and the number of pairs is limited to 16.

Club Open sessions
All adult members are welcome to come along and join in
any of the following open club sessions:

Sunday momings from 9.30am
Wednesday mornings from 10.00am
Wednesday evenings from 5.00pm
Friday mornings from 9.30am

Coaching

Martyn Taplin is currently holding adult coaching sessions
for club members who wish to improve their game. Two
classes take place between 2.30-4.30pm on Saturday
afternoons. Please call Martyn on 816386 if you would like
to find out more or would like to join in.
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Chris Hollis has started the spring/summer junior coaching
programme at the club. Group lessons are now taking place
on Saturday mornings as well as Monday, Thursday and
Friday afternoons. There is also a match practice session for
the older juniors on Tuesday afternoons. Chris now has
more availability for individual lessons, so if you have
specific areas of the game you want to refresh, or just want
a general lesson, please get in touch. You can contact Chris
on 319155.

Tennis Balls

Janet Hollis still has a lot of tennis balls (of varying
standards) for sale. Please contact her on 812073 or call in
at 105 Cambridge Road, if you would like to buy any.

If you would like to join Stansted Tennis Club, please
contact Kate Rutter (Membership Secretary) on 01279
813053. For any other enquiries, please contact either
Richard Mott (Secretary) on 01279 466348 or Janet Hollis
(Chairman) on 01279 812073.

% JUNE @
Named for the Roman Goddess Juno, patroness of
womanhood, marriage, motherhood and the newly born,
June was, and indeed still is, regarded as a propitious month
for weddings. Beloved of song writers and poets, June is
associated with romance, moonlight and roses - “O, my
Love’s like a red, red rose that’s newly sprung in June” said
Robert Burns.

The third Sunday in June, this year the 20th, is regarded as
% Father’s Day. It is said that the idea came from
N Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington,
@ USA, after hearing a Mother’s Day sermon in 1909

~ and wanting to honour fathers also, particularly her
own. The first time it was celebrated was on 19th June
1910. In 1924 President Calvin Coolidge supported a
national Father’s Day and in 1966 President Lyndon
Johnson signed a Presidential proclamation that it should be
the third Sunday of June. To the delight of card
manufacturers and suppliers of gifts, the day has now
spread to several countries around the world.

22 nd June is the feast day of St. Alban. He was a Roman
soldier who became the first British Christian martyr.
Many people (including me!) believe he should be
England’s patron saint, not St. George.

“And what is so rare as a day in June?
Then, if ever, comes perfect days;
The Heaven tries earth if it be in tune,
And over it softly her warm ear lays”
James Russell Lowell

Peggy Honour



ST JOHN’S ORGAN APPEAL

At Christmas the Gern organ at St. John’s church stopped.
Since then inspections have been carried out to see what
needs to be done to restart it, and the bad news is that
something of the order of £70,000 plus is needed to get it
going again. We are still awaiting the detailed estimate.
It is described as a Gern organ, but as a result of previous
repairs there is not very much of today’s organ that
resembles the original organ.

In all the circumstances, and aided by advice from an expert
in this field, the church has come to the conclusion that
consideration needs to be given to a new digital organ.
There are two main firms that build these organs, Makin
and Allen. We have seen representatives from both firms
and Makin have provided us with an organ for a trial
period.

Makin will provide us with an installed organ for just under
£23,000, whereas an Allen organ is likely to cost around
£26,000. It is not just on price that we favour Makin.

The church finances are not adequate to meet a bill for
£23,000. Obviously the regular church congregation will
make an effort to meet part of this sum, but to achieve it we
have to look for help from others. An appeal is made
therefore to all those who occasionally use the church, or
are likely to use it, to contribute to meeting the cost of the
new organ. If you make your contributions under the gift
aid scheme we will have the Government making a very
useful contribution. If you are a tax payer at standard rate,
gift aid has no effect on your tax bill. However, if you only
pay tax at 10% it may be something you should not
consider. If, however, you are paying tax at 40% then you
do get a benefit in that your tax bill will reduce by just
under 23% of the amount you pay to us. We also benefit
by some 28% of the sum you pay. So it’s good for us and
it can be good for you. If you do only pay tax at 10% I am

happy to help you decide whether gift aid will affect your
tax liability.

Nigel Holland

STANSTED PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
ORGAN APPEAL

towards the cost
I wish to pay this sum over the

I agree to subscribe £
of the new digital organ.
following period:

I agree to this sum being contributed under the Gift Aid
Scheme. In this connection [ want St. John’s Church to
treat all donations that I make hereafter as Gift Aid
contributions. I confirm that I currently pay an amount
of Income and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the
amount of tax being reclaimed, and I expect this to
continue. If this were not to be the case in the future I
will let you know.

Name and SIgnature ...........coccoeieierirneernirnssnieaann,

Please send your cheque made payable to
STANSTED PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

To the Treasurer:

Nigel Holland

35 St. John’s Road
Stansted

Essex

CM24 8JR

If you would find it helpful to spread your gift over a
number of instalments, then please send the treasurer your
initial payment and complete your schedule of instalments
and he will agree the method of settlement with you.

MCM Computer
Services

A Reliable and Friendly Service for
Homes and Businesses

Computer Systems + Upgrades & Repairs * Parts & Peripherals

* FREE Telephone Advice
* No Call-Out Charge
* No Fix, No Fee on all home user systems
* Fixed Price + FREE collection and
return for workshop repairs
* On-Site Repairs, £30 1st hr,
£20 per hour thereafter
Tel: 01279 813227 / 07815 011925
9am-9pm Mon - Sat
www.mcmcomputerservices.co.uk
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Exclusive Indian Cuisine

FREE Home Delivery

Take-away available

10% discount
on orders over £10
on collection
8 Chapel Hill
Stansted
Essex CM24 84AG

01279 815688
01279 812774




St Mary’s Primary School
Parents, Teachers.and
Friends Association

Each time I come to write the Link article, [ am always
amazed by how busy school life is. In addition to the daily
curricular lessons, there are sports fixtures, special visits,
school trips and themed weeks, as well as after school clubs
and activities. May has been no exception.

Years Five and Six have spent part of their Fridays this
month focusing on ‘Body Care’. This has involved
undertaking fitness tests, discussing exercise and healthy
living, and looking at ways to promote a healthy lifestyle. If
your children have been running around the garden more
than usual, or begging you to go swimming with them, this
could be the reason why. So, come on grown-ups, give
them some moral support, join in their activities, have some
fun, and get yourself fit into the bargain!

Saffron Walden Museum and Maze was the venue for a
thoroughly enjoyable day out for Years One, Two and
Three. The children were treated to a tour of the museum
and its exhibits, which tied in with their Science work on
Rocks. They were given a very interesting talk on rock
formation and volcanoes, and were able to examine
specimens of rocks and crystals. This was followed by the
chance to get lost in the maze. Thankfully, everybody found
their way out, and came home enthusing about what they
had seen and leamt.

May is a particularly busy month for the teachers and pupils
who sat their SAT assessment tests. This can be an
exhausting time for the children, both mentally and
emotionally. St Mary’s, along with other schools across the
country, took part in a pilot scheme for the Year 2 SATSs,
which the Government is hoping to introduce nationwide.
Under this new scheme, more emphasis is placed on the
Teacher’s assessment of the child, and for some children it
will avoid the need to sit additional tests. It will also mean
that parents are given a more simplified set of results with
their child’s annual report, which will more accurately
reflect their ability.

On a lighter note, Cycling Proficiency Tests took place for
the Year 6 pupils. A big ‘WELL DONE’ to all those who
passed! This was closely followed by Walk to School
Week, and many children throughout St Mary’s made a
huge effort to take part. It’s amazing how different the
school run can be when you do walk — a whole new world
of sights and sounds you would otherwise have missed.
Then there is the social aspect - chatting whilst you walk,
meeting up with friends along the way, discussing the highs
and lows of each other’s day. Not to mention the health
benefits. I hope this week has inspired more children to
leave the car at home, and enjoy the benefits of walking to
school!

With summer hopefully just around the comner, there is
much to look forward to at St Mary’s in June. Andy Scott,
who works for Ipswich Town Football Club, is running
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another of his very successful Soccer Schools during the
Half-Term holiday. If your child would like to take part,
please register your place with the School Office soon as
spaces are limited. Our annual Sports Day is booked for
Friday 18th June, and parents and friends are welcome to
come along and cheer the children in their races. This is
always an exciting day for the children, so make a note in
your diaries — hopefully the weather will be kind to us.
After Half-Term the photographers will be coming in to
take photographs of the pupils; dates will follow in the
Newsletter. Our annual Summer Fayre is to be held on
Saturday 26th June and plans are well in hand for an
exciting and enjoyable family day out. Please start saving
clean, empty jam-jars, items for the Raffle and Tombola
stalls, and any toys and books no longer used. Again, more
details will follow in the Newsletter.

And finally, a reminder that the school has a Non-Contact
day on Monday 7th June. After such a busy month, the
children will be glad of an extra day at home!!

Jane Granger
PTFA Member

What an exciting term the summer term is proving to be.
Our older group have been out and about in the local area.
On April 27th they travelled by train to Elsenham, where
they visited our local post office. The children were shown
round the sorting office and all posted a letter home to
Mum. The children were thrilled to see the letter arrive on
their door mats the next day — the fastest 2nd class delivery
I’ve ever experienced!

The following week we boarded the train again. This time
Bishop’s Stortford was our destination where we visited the
café at Pearsons. We were given an extremely warm
welcome and the children all ordered a drink and a snack
from the very patient waitress. Since the visit the children
have been able to incorporate their experience of the café
into their play in our Rainbow café — giving and taking
orders and distributing drinks to the customers.

On the 26th May we held our annual Sponsored Obstacle
course. Children from all groups took part and completed a
maximum of ten laps in order to raise money for new toys
and equipment. A ploughman’s lunch was served at the end
of the morning and children were rewarded for their efforts
with an iced lolly each. We would like to thank all those
who supported the event in any way. We raised £200 at
this event last year and we are hoping to exceed that
amount this time.

If you are interested in a place at the pre-school from
September please contact Gill Pursglove on 814701 for
further information.



Stansted
Evening
Women’s Institute

There was a very good attendance for our May meeting
when the Resolutions for the Annual General Meeting to be
held in Sheffield in June, were discussed. Three
Resolutions are usually put forward each year for discussion
by representatives of all the WIs.

Each individual W1 is linked with three or four others in its
area, and takes it in turns to represent the others and vote on
their behalf. Last year it was our turn and we were lucky
enough to go to the Albert Hall. This year Berden W1 is our
representative. The topics for discussion this year are - The
Growing of GM crops in the UK; Trafficking of Women
and Children; and Air ambulance service funding. The
President Marion Pretty, Sue Holland and I attended a
meeting in Chelmsford to hear three experts talk about these
subjects.

Brian Grout from Writtle College, a biotechnologist gave an
interesting presentation, which we would have liked all
members to have been able to hear, as this subject is so
complex. The actual Resolution asked for the Government
to prohibit GM crop cultivation in the UK, which, in the
light of recent reports, seems to be happening at the
moment. Brian Grout did point out that with the increase in
world population all the time we must be careful not to rule
out the possibility that there could be benefits - such as
genetically modified plants which could include vitamins
vital to people who live in countries where food is short.
Members voted in favour of the Resolution.

Chris McCann - a Solicitor and member of the Crown
Prosecution Service in Essex spoke at the same meeting on
the Trafficking of Women and Children and the reasons for
their being brought into this country, where they think they
will get a better life. It was felt by our county that we
should ask the EU and the UN, as well as our Government,
to put legislation into place to combat this and to support
the victims. He supported the efforts of the WI who are
helping by raising this subject and discussing it. I was
surprised to learn that the UK is the only country to
prosecute in child pornography cases on the Internet.
Members voted in favour of this Resolution.

Simone Robinson, from Essex Air Ambulance also spoke at
this meeting; she stressed that the Air Ambulance Service
does not want funding from the government, which would
mean it had too much control. Their fundraising is done by
Lottery, community groups, collection tins, payroll giving
etc. but there is an urgent need for money from the
Government for specific help, such as helipads for night-
time use - at the moment they can only land in the daylight
- and money for assistance with training. The members
voted for this Resolution.

After a break for coffee, members formed groups to discuss
what they would like from future speakers, and if they
would like to make changes in the way the meetings are
run. Judging by the ensuing noise I am expecting lots of
ideas to come back via the group leaders who endeavoured

19

to write them down! Lorna Stenton told members of her
aromatherapy course at Denman College, which she
attended as part of the Awards for All Scheme, that 17 of
us are going on five different Courses at the beginning of
June under the same scheme.

We now have 53 members of the WI, but there is always
room for more - we meet the second Thursday of the

month, at 7.45pm in St. John's Hall.
Judy Colliver

Nature Notes

Scrambling over local hedgerows m June and July are the
pink or white five-petalled flowers of the dog rose, Rosa
canina. It belongs to the same ancient family as apple, pear,
plum, strawberry and blackberry. The dog rose is the most
widespread of our 14 native species of rose. The word
‘dog’ is derogatory as this rose, although scented, is
considered inferior to the highly scented cultivated roses,
just as the dog violet is inferior to the sweet violet.

Shakespeare knew it as the Canker Rose and referred to it
disparagingly in the sonnets and in Henry IV, Part I:
To put down Richard, that sweet lovely rose,
And plant this thorn, this canker, Bolingbroke?

In Shakespeare’s time it was the dried flowers of the
Apothecary’s Rose, Rosa gallica, that were used in the
making of pot pourri.

The dog rose has vigorous arching stems. The sharp
downward pointing prickles enable it to cling to trees and
bushes as it climbs upwards. It loses its leaves in winter,
but the woody stems remain. It is extremely long living:
there is one in a convent garden at Hildesheim in Germany
that is reputed to have been planted by Charlemagne’s son
in AD 850!

After flowering it produces bright red oval hips which are
extremely rich in vitamin C. The vitamin C content is
apparently higher than in any other common fruit or
vegetable. The dog rose came into its own during World
War II when the hips were collected and processed into rose
hip syrup. This was a valuable source of vitamin C when

oranges were in short supply.
Rosina Kirkwood



STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held at the Day
Centre on Thursday 6th May. Last season’s meetings were
reported as being very successful and well attended; the
year’s programme once again proving to be both
enlightening and entertaining with invited speakers and
members’ own presentations encompassing a wide range of
interests and fascinating detail from local interests to a story
of emigration to Australia.

‘Members Day’ again proved very popular. To avoid
disappointment please forward your name as soon as
possible for inclusion next season.

The Chairman expressed thanks to all who had given
assistance during the year’s proceedings. Following the
conclusion of AGM business matters, Peter Sanders gave a
presentation (his 16th year) on extracts of events focussing
on local matters of ‘Stansted Parish Council 1908-1913".
The Society’s committee members were then called upon by
lending voice to our early Parish Councillors. (Jf should be
noted, and probably was, that no joint rehearsal of the
evening’s procedures had taken place!)

The Parish Council, being a relatively new institution, was
set up in 1894 under the Parish Council Act, thus taking
over from the Church Vestry the running of ordinary village
business. The Vestry remained to look after Church
business. Parish Council elections were then very keenly
fought and said to have caused considerable excitement
among electors and those standing for the 11 available seats.
The Council required several committees to be set up, these
included Recreation Ground, Footpaths, Fire Engine,
Lighting (street lighting by gas lamp), Sanitary matters,
Assessments etc; but, of course, the Parish Council
concerned themselves with far more than that.

One such concemn being the speed at which motorists (on
occasions estimated at 30-40 mph) and cyclists were
causing problems as they proceeded through the village, the
former being especially noticeable during Newmarket racing
days. This matter alone, first raised in 1909, took the Parish
Council, Essex County Council and eventually a Local
Government Board Inquiry until 1913 before coming to a
successful conclusion with the introduction of a 10 mph
speed limit for the village.

The issue of Scavenging (Refuse collection) first arose in
1909, again taking a long time to resolve, which eventually
required householders to provide dustbins (68 had been
provided by 1912). Upon this sweeter note the evening’s
proceedings were brought to a close.

The programme for 2004-5 is well under way. We hope to
see you all safe and well in September. The subject and
speaker should appear within a later edition of the ‘Link’.

Peter Brown
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. STANSTED
-5, IFUN RUN

& www stansted 10k, org uk
é info@slansted! 0k org.uk

11 am Sunday 11" July
Bentfield Green

All previous entrants have been sent details of this year’s
run, and we are now getting a good number of entries from
people who have found our web site. For those who have
still missed out, there is a copy of the entry form towards
the back of this edition of the Link.

An added attraction for runners will be a free massage
before the race, courtesy of Stortford Grange Physiotherapy
Centre. There is also to be an extra water point on the
route as we are expecting hot weather!

If you enjoyed the Clown Doctor at the recent Huw
Johnson Club celebrations, you (and your children) will
have an opportunity to see him again on the Race day.

Brian Quinn would still be very pleased to hear from people
willing to help as stewards on the route for a couple of
hours. Please call him on 01279 812109 or send us an
email.
Marion Dyer
01279 814059

STANSTED &
m DISTRICT LIBERAL
~/ DEMOCRATS.

Our next ploughman's lunches will be on Saturday 12th
June and Saturday 10th July, at the Stansted Day Centre,
noon to 2pm. All are welcome.

The main social event in June will be an Intemnational
evening on Saturday 19th June at 7.30pm at Chantry Hall,
Henham. Tickets are £7.50, to include supper, and are
obtainable by ringing 814222 or 813432.

Ruth Rawlinson

Jessica Pearce

Commissioned Paintings

Contemporary canvasses for your home or
workplace

Children’s murals for the bedroom or
playroom

Please contact Jessica on 01279 817205/
07818 644 621

Or e-mail: jessica_mermaid@yahoo.com




CHILDREN’S SWIMMING LESSONS
ONLY £37.50!

» 12 week course and no waiting listl
« All ASA qualified teachers
» Small classes (12 max)
» No spectator fee and no membership fee
* Free assessments

4, Grange Paddocks
P%Elnmc.ﬁs Pool & Gym
05 TE_GTM_ Rye St, Bishop’s Stortford

For more information on lessons
Telaphone our Lesson Co-ordinator Lynn Crick

Tel: 01279 652332

East Herts Council providing value for money
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GRAHAM SCHOOL
OF DANCE

R.A.D. Ballet Classes held in Stansted

Also at Bishop's Stortford
Classes in Ballet, Tap & Modern Dance,
Drama & Singing
For details & prospectus please
tel 01371 878410 or visit us at

www.grahamschoolofdance.fsnet.co.uk

email: philip@grahamschoolofdance.fsnet.co.uk

0 0 0 L S — 2/
HEARING HELP| [ are vou unaste 10 JO.W.
U ‘I"I' I_ E S F 0 R D AT[END TO A I.OVED ONEIS Gﬂ.f HEAT]”G SPECMLIST
9 Boiler Servicing
(Formerly CamTAD) GRAVE OR MEMORIAL? Fast response to breakdowns
Free hearing hel of Central Heating
sessionsgo’r i %all gas appliances
Stansted Day Centre Carbon Monoxide Testing
between Boiler Replacements
N General Plumbi
10 am and noon on the (C):II;ER iy cusinass cgokirmsmmﬁ?fs
last Tuesda ’
f each yh MAINTENANCE 24 Hour Call Out
or each mont AND CORGI Registered
For information ring EAPAIA(EEYP OF et S8
HELPLINE 07659 550127 MEMORIA.LS Contact Julian
9 cmo- 4 pm) AND GRAVES 25 Bentfield Causeway
R 279 816083
01799 522915 or 01371 873310 BROCHURE WITHOUT OBLIGATION 135719 677 366585
Registered Charity No. 289280 01371 870 635 ’

Painting & Decorating Service

Splash Of Colour

Fully Insured
Clean & Reliable
All References
™ 07831 695879
™= 01277 899824

Mobile
Office

11 - 13 Cambridge Rd
Stansted CM24 8BX

éTopf T Tel/Fax 01279 813311
CAR SALES of STANSTED ~ QUALITY USED CARS
12 month RAC comprehensive warranty
Pre-delivery and safety inspection

12 months MOT

Part exchange welcome

H.P.L check

Finance arranged

HEEHEEEH
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a8 MullucksWells

FOR A PROFESSIONAL
APPROACH AND EXPERT ADVICE
ONALL YOUR
PROPERTY MATTERS

Country Properties
Town Houses
Residential Lettings
Commercial Sales, Management and
Letting
Surveys and Valuations

6 GREEN BUILDINGS
CAMBRIDGE ROAD
STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

TEL: 01279 816816

web: www.mullucks.co.uk
email: stansted@mullucks.co.uk

STANST
CARPETS

42 CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED, ESSEX

CARPET TILES - SAFETY FLOORING
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

CURTAINS

AND FABRICS = RAILS AND POLES
HAND MADE CURTAINS

FREEREOAN OF SAMPLES

GE SELECTION
E QUOTATIONS

Hi

WALLPAPER

BORROW THE BOOK - CHOOSE AT HOME

01279

812019

»__...-'_-_'_;;i_--.‘.'_“:I C.\_;J
o &y

.
11 U0
re-school

Registerevf charity number 10049801

St John’s Road
Stansted

For children aged
22 torising 5

For details please contact
Ann Conroy on
07966 506997 or

Gill Pursglove on
01279 814701

- Collectables, Teddy Bears,

Cards, Diecast Models ED D'E HO . | patrick
Traditional Toys & Games I . e howard

Wood & Pottery Gifts Fish & (_:’“PS design
Dolls Houses & Miniatures BBQ Chicken Jssociates

Southern Fried Chicken
Pukka Pies

Beef Burgers
Station Road, Stansted CM24 8BE
01279 817307

Jigsaws & more.....

LITTLE BEARS
Tel 01279 816022
www, littlebears.co.uk

BRAEMAR HQUSE, WATER LANE,
STANSTED, ESSEX. CM24 8B.
Tel: (01279) 317342 Fax: (01279) 647086
E-mail: phdassocs@aol.com

email. little.bears@btinternet.com

PARKINS PLANTS

MILL POND GARDEN CENTRE, MILL ROAD,
HENHAM Tel: 851937

QUALITY PLANTS, HANGING BASKETS

CHARACTER INTERIORS INCLUDE:

« Vaulted csilings, gallered areas

= Solid oak kitchens

= Designer sanitaryware throughout

» Feature fireplaces

« Combination of flooring supplied,
including oak, slale and carpeting

* 10 minutes walk to BR station

AND GARDEN SUNDRIES PRICES FROM £495,000
LARGE SELECTION OF TERRACOTTA POTS VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
AND GARDEN ORNAMENTS UNIQUE 3 & 4 BEDROOM GRADE Il LISTED BARN CONVERSIONS

8 8 8 AWARD WINNING DEVELOPER

FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES ® CITYS COUNTRY Office haurs: Mon-Frl/8.30am-6pm

AND SCOOP YOUR OWN FROZEN FRUIT & VEG oarenonuoetig isaen
cal eslaential cales on

n Bentfleld Place, Bentfleld Road, 01279 817882 or

PET F&(?OD’] E‘EFB ﬁgﬁ"%gb EEJEDS Stansted, Essex CM24 8HL 5@%%%%
e

BOTTLE GAS, COAL, LOGS
WATER SOFTENER SALT AND A LOT MORE

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK - CLOSED TUESDAY'S

R
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CARERS u« tlddlgwmm ADE YO
Uttlesford District Branch MY r\h{!‘. ( & U
“Caring about the Carer” for accompanied Under 4's BETIREDN?
Carers aregthe biggest provider of y No need to book’ w ‘{‘ rl h{‘)‘
health and social care in the UK. Term time only Then a warm welcome
We offer help, support and advice Newport Village Hall..Tues 9.30-11.30 am awaits you at the f‘f’
If you would like to know more about us, Ickleton Village Hall....... Wed 10-12 noon Stansted Day Centre. —n
call us ";”’51315 S/Walden Golden Acre ..Thurs 9.30-11 am W
01371 875810 Stansted Quaker Hall ........Fri 9.30-11
Uttlesford Carers 'Esan/s :hileUSSLCigl rates x‘}Ol‘ Sibli:gls ' |UnChe.S * i S.TTaCkS ‘
12 Stortford Road, Great Dunmow CM6 1DA Plus excellent baby area - Safe & Clean social activities
Registered Charity No. 246329 Tel:01799 550830 Also Party hire! ot
g 10.00 am N “i)
COPYZONE — _— m o
Z copyzone {2 | | ) DAY & SON 400 pm
ARCHIVING LTD Tues.day, Thursday and F.riday
For MONUMENTAL MASONS { A ! i A
nti i . Come and enjoy the friendl
Pnngffa i?l?ymg Stone Works, Station Road, at:qospjhgre at d
and Arc 1V1r}g | Bishop’s Stortford Crafton Green,
Please call: top of Chapel Hill.
Tel: 01279 657769 Tel 01279. 654555 or 653450 \ Tel. 815091 )
www.copyzone.co.uk —
7 NOUR & S )
wo So ANTIQUES RESTORATION
Q (@ANDSCAPE) 2 |
GARDEN DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION | 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
- Ground Preparation - Paving - Planting Repairs ~ Polishing ~ Cabinet Making
- Brickwork -Lawns - Fencing
R PHONE OR FAX Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates
N 59 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted L PETER WORBY Tel 01920 821973 :

POTHECARY & BARRATT
SOLICITORS

Providing Legal Services for
People & Businesses

For Professional Advice You Can Trust
Call Us

&/ 01279 506421
email: mail@pothecary.co.uk

Funeral Directors

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

PERSONAL ATTENTION

AND UNDERSTANDING
Established 1888

or visit
. www.pothecary.co.uk
Day and 2 Chapel Hill Pre- White Horse Court, North Street
. Stansted Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2LD
N lg ht CM24 8AG paym e nt Clients’ parking and Disabled Access
Also in the City of London

Personal 01 279 P|anS Wills, Probate & Trusts - Commercial & Residential Conveyancing

Charities and Ecclesiastical Law - Corporate & Commercial Matters

Service 81 32 1 9 Ava"able Litigation & Matrimonial - Landlord & Tenant

Members of the Lawyers Christian Fellowship

CLARKS LANE
Alsoat  EooiNG CM16 4N 01992 572609
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..::_ .____,__.._,__{._, M Decorating. 00
. B ’
Alzheimer'’s
Dementia care % research
Help, support & advice
jfor people with

alzheimers@uttlesford.freeserve.co

Reiiable Painting and Decorating Services

SOV §

Andrew Richardson
01279 817282

dementia and those Tel:

who care for them Mob: 07980 439924 %5?:23';22%3
Uttlesford Branch - 20 years experience HEMEMRDEISAUSAGES
12 stortford Road - References available HOMEICEORED HAM
81{2?1%‘?“10"" .« Fully qualified ADDITIVE-FREE COOKED MEATS

. Competitive rates HORMONE-FREE FRESH MEATS
Tel 01371 872519 CRESH AU & VEGETABLES
Email:

Gustomer Mé%c/?bz{ ;t((z/zm{m/

KINGS

FAI\'IILY B UTCHERS

Lower Street, Stansted

PRIME SCOTCH BEEF

Tel 01279 812219

' CORBETT ELECTRICAL
Electrical Contractor

Rewires ~ Extra Sockets & Lights
Inspection & Testing ~ Repairs

31 Rainsford Road, Stansted Tel: 01279 816577

R

y)

AN
INTERJCOUNTY

The area’s qudmg Independenf Estate Agents
Tel 01279 814400

8 Cambridge Road, Stansted
also at Saffron Waiden and Bishop’s Stortford
www.infercounty.co.uk

.

~ 0 changer VICKERS
) Nursery Unit SOLICITORS
Ages 24 -5 years FO ST E R Friendly & personal service
morning & afternoon sessions PLUMBING Fixed fee Conveyancing
5 B ifing i beaufifal & Litigation
'WIl bullding in beautifu 1 P bt
village school grounds HEATING NS G=irrobeate
Excellent facilities Free initial consultation
& outdoor play areas Mr 1 K Foster
Well qualified staff SDECkIEd Hen Cottage Advice & a;slistance at
t
Outstanding OFSTED Report | 27 Chapel Street Prreoar::;aa tteef)zzn
(January 2004 ) Stoke by Clare, Sudbury
Come & visit - you will be Suffolk CO10 8HS Please contact Julian Vickers
made very welcome 16 Lower Street,
For further A MEMBER OF [P Stansted CM24 8LP
information tel 8o Te! 01787 279146 Tel: 01279 817871 Fax: 01279 817877
814037 or 0777 3730754 Wimwms Mobile 07774 654378 Email: julian@vickerslaw.demon.co.uk
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CENTRE
ASPIRATIONS

9 Hole Golf Course
Pay and Play
Health & Fitness Suite
Memberships Available
Driving Range
Open 7 Days a week

™ 01279 812865

MEALTH STUDIO
Our beauty therapy suite provides the ideal
environment in which to experience some of the

most deeply therapeutic treatments available
Telephone 01279 817277 to book an appointment

Ray Morton

PAINTER & DECORATOR
GENERAL HANDYMAN

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

Tel 01279 812792
8 Mill Close, Elsenham

M COLLINS
Family News

NEWSAGENT TOBACCONIST
CONFECTIONERS
AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANERS

Chapel Hill
Tel 01279 812049

Chartered Accountants
Davidson Oakley & Co

We provide a friendly and efficient professional
accountancy and taxation service for local
businesses and individuals including:

Self Assessment Tax Returns

Accountancy and Audit
Management Accounts
Business Tax

Free Initial Consultation

Please tel 01279 813294

Forge House, 39-41 Cambridge Rd,
Stansted CM24 8BX

/"J R JOHNSTON cs5 r¥s )

Qualified Tree Surgeon
Fully Insured

] Prum'n_q

Dismanffin_q

Hed:qe Trimming
Trees/Shrubs supplied &  planted

Contract Maintenance

\ Tel 01920 821595 j

@ Celebrations &

Balloons for that Special Occasmn

Whether you need a single balloon or
_ balloons for a large party, _'
we can accommodate all your needs.
We have a vast selection of ballooris to
cater for all occasions.

Have that special gift wrapped into a balioon.

[deal for new baby, flowers,
wedding gifts for bridesmaids etc

<%y All orders can be placed by telephone
: so call us now on 01279 814815

All major credit cards accepted

EMPUT@R

TRAINING

Worklng in paﬂnershlp with Hatlow College

START IT for beginners
SurfDirect

CITY & GUILDS Level |
ECDL

WEB DESIGN C & G Level 2
E-Quals - Computer Maintenance

A+ - Computer Maintenance

C.ES - Certificate in Employment Skills
Essential Skills Training

@ & o % 2 o ¢ & ?

www.itecharlow.co.uk
office@itecharlow.co.uk

01279 401540

Hartow iTeC

Harlow ceeeeemasey
tatton Bush Centre »
Southern Way l—i i = { :f'i
Har fowy

Harlow ITeC welcomes applications from all members of society

Essex. CM18 7BL EettinG on with T
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CARERS ux

Uttlesford District Branch

“Caring about the Carer”
Suppeort group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill
on 2~ Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

For further information call us on

01371 875810
Registered Charity No. 246329

LINDEN HOUSE ANTIQUES (Est 1969)

Do call and view our good selection of Antique
English Furniture in Mahogany, Oak & Walnuf

Open Weekdays 10am -5 pm, Sundays 1 -4 pm

3 Silver Street, Stansted Tel: 01279 812372

Chiropodist

Sue Leech MSSCh MBChA
9, Mill Road, Henham

7 07881 942836
Surgery / Home Visits

Kate Harnicon

Made to measure curtains, pelmets & blinds.
Loose covers, cushions & upbolstery.

I can supply fabrics, trimmings, tracks etc.
Please call for free advice & measuring service

Tel /fax 777452 Email: kateharrison_ 1 @yahoo.co.uk

HIRE THE NEWLY REFURBISHED

Ugley Village Hall

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, the refurbished Ugley Village Hall on
Cambridge Road is ideal for clubs, classes, functions,

children's parties and social meetings.

L——— Bookings or furlher information please call Susan Bone 01279 814052 —

26

cgreenways Financial Planning
Independent Financial Advisers

» Free Consultations
« Confidential Home Visits
+ No Fees Charged

Professional friendly advice on

Life Assurance * Pensions including Stakeholder
Mortgages * Investments including ISAs / PEPs
Critical lliness * Income Protection
Annuities « Long Term Care ¢ Estate Planning

Greenways
Park Road, Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel / Fax 01279 816622
A member of DBS Financial Management plc which is regulated by the
Financial Services Authority. DBS is part of the MYSIS group of companies.

The FSA does not regulate mortgages nor all forms of critical illness income
protection & long term care

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)
MOT Testing ~ Diesel & Catalyst

Selection of New & Used Cars
Accident Recovery Work
Welding & Chassis Repairs
Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre
Calor Gas Stockist

We help YOU the motorist by

e cheaper labour rate
¢ guaranteed workmanship
e free collection & delivery in local area

Familiar with most makes of veficles
inciuding four whee! drives

Ptease ring Malc or Neil on 01279 813315 or 815946

Lower Street Clinic
36 Lower Street, Stansted

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy

Safe and effective methods of healing which
look beyond the symptom or the disease and
treat the person as a whole

JAN RICKWOOD
MIGPP LCHE MIFA

Tel: 01279 850727
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David Webb Travel

An Independent Travel Agency

You Can Depend On

CRUISES, INCLUSIVE TOURS, FLIGHTS
CAR RENTAL, COACH HOLIDAYS
UK BREAKS, HOTELS, FERRIES

INSURANCE, TAILOR-MADE ITINERARIES

3 The Greens Building
Cambridge Road
Stansted Essex CM24 8BZ
Tel. 01279 815507

Member of Travel Trust Association (1170

ONWARD DRIVER TRAINING
‘Safe driving for life’
Driving Standards Agency Approved Instructor and Assessor

¢ Learner Tuition: Manual and Automatic dual-controlled
Fiat Puntos - friendly non-smoking environment with in-car
laptop & video for Theory & Hazard Perception Training.

* ‘Pass Plus’ Registered Instructor

* Advanced and Defensive Driver Training

* Company and Fleet Driver Training and Assessment
(for compliance with HSE requirements)

*  Motorway Tuition and incident management

* Refresher and Confidence-Building Courses
(Parking, Manoeuvring, Economy and Winter driving)

*  4x4 and 6x6 Off-Road Tuition (client vehicle, including
winching, self-recovery, commercial and leisure)

* Personal and Vehicle Safety Training

Philip Hastings, Dip.DIl, ADI
19, Cawkell Close, Stansted Mountfitchet, CM24 8JF

01279 815571
email: DrivingOnward@aol.com

@ux/ ()unlclx és

l.. INIGHTS

WINDOWS

Knights Windows No more repairing

Protect and
preserve with

@E@E@EEEEE@EEEEEEEEEEEE
r" BATHROOMS * TILES « ACCESSORIES

%3 DUBBLES

[
@
ol
EI [
PVC-U or pa l nt| n g Ve E‘_l 27 - 29 High Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1AT El
replacement ol 01799 522488 / www.bubbles-bathrooms.co.uk o}
fascias, soffits, guttering, bargeboards m o]
and cladding Bl Thinking of a New Bathroom? [l
Call us now, m [©]
. . ] FREE, on D] [
ST 0800 294 0652 @ Then why not visit us where we can offer o
ompletely maintenance free and make . .
o . - : ] the complete service, from design to [
Will not warp, crack, discolour or painting a thing E, . i X
blister of the past! completion, which includes a 6 year IBSA [
v'Resistant to weather and other % backed guarantee at %
pollutants , no extra cost to yourself.
\/Enduring quamy //;////w/:jw.uv//ﬂ///'ml'/'//t"yml E' .--'555u._\ — y \.Ssg El
‘/Ch . f finish wilh u frrefessicna /lu !/II(//II/I(" o‘rr:: Cgu”y:;d EI ) ‘. E]
v AIIC:/:/ZerKOQUIZIanTZed s Gl et LI IBSA & fions app YA [l
o danrerdt fne g ohn ar S = T L )\
o Mani ;mgngl\r-,enc\lo: 012%/!527%29 M m erms and condilions apply on 6 year quarantee ., “? E'
BEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEEEREE
” Daniel Robi & S H HIGH HOUSE
anie ooinson Oons Montessori Day Nurs
) i 1 ery
Independent Family Funeral Directors (opposite Stansted Airport Terminal)
& Monumental Masons Accepts children from 3 months to 5 years
A personal caring service from a family business Excellent Ofsted Report
day or night Nursery & Baby sections, small class ratio with qualified staff
. . . ) . Approved for Government funding for children 3+
glrirained Statfegill l?e PIEASEH fo(give (Eglepniidential Flexible hours and days according to needs of child and parent
advice on any matter ]
Full day care available 8 am to 6 pm
79/81 South Street 3 Builfields Open 51 weeks a year
Bishop's Stortford Sawbridgeworth For further information please ring 01279 870898
Tel. 01279 655477 Tel. 01279 722476
MEADOW
146 High Street Wych Eim Montessori Day Nursery
Epping Harlow Saffron Wald
Tel. 01992 560890 Tel. 01279 426990 Accepts ¢ h;; drreor? froam ;nto 5 years
OLbE,, Haslers Lane [ Traditional values of Montessori teaching with structured reading,
T DURMGY ? language and number. Chlldr.en accepted full or part time, flexible
Tel. 01371 874518 m_ hours, excellent ratio. Excellent Ofsted Report.
ool e { Open 51 weeks a year

~24-hour family careline » Golden Charter Pre- PaymentPlansf

For further information please ring 01799 513858




it House

Quality traditional cuisine served with
original flair, friendliness & finesse
that will ignite your appetite.

Open Tuesday through to [
and including Sunday Lunch,

1

( HELPLINE
07659 5501277

If you have a PROBLEM
or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

4 Monday - Friday g

9.00 am - 4.00 pm l

2 i

lam-3pm&7pm-11pm

— A —

TR BT R E TRy ST

KStansted's voluntary community care servicg

JAMES BARR NISSAN
13 NORTHGATE END,
BISHOPS STORTFORD.

TEL: 01279 653365

OPENING HOURS 6AM-6.30PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY
6.30AM-5FM SATURDAY AND 1CAM-4PM SUNDAY
www.jamesbarrnissan.co.uk

i

Frns o 1

bottle of house wine when you spend

Bring this advert and get a free i '
over £25 .)

Natasha Caton

30a Lower Street \ ¥ 4
Stansted Mountfitchet : :
Essex - _ -

@L 01279 816994 Ay T TR

WWW.COPYZONE.CO.UK

A

STANSTED ALIL-STEEL

Custom Manufacture
Security Grills z Lk B Residential

Railings T | &
Gates etc. :I ” “ ‘ H;_J__ Commercial
All Styles ped Dl 51 B - All Sizes

Tel: 01279 817801 Fax: 01279 817802 Mobile: 07785 772341
Corner Buildings, Parsonage Estate, Stansted, CM24 8TY

This could be the answer to your problems if
you have:-
Allergies, Arthritis, Blood SRR
Pressure, Constipation, Dietary 2&,2’"(}
problems, Gastric complaints, % A
Menstrual or Menopausal symptoms, S

Skin complaints, or Stress

All of these and many other
conditions can be helped with
Herbal Medicine

For an appointment contact:-
Patricia Taylor BSc. MNIMH, MCPP
Medical Herbalist

Lower Street Clinic
36 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 &LP
Telephone 01279 810957

------------------------------------------

..........................................

CHIMNEYS

Guest House

Iain & Selina Rankin

44 Lower Street
Stansted Mountfitchet
Essex CM24 8LR

Tel / Fax: 01279 813388
Email: info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk
www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

Specialists in treatment of spinal, joint & muscle pain,

LOWER STREET CLINIC

36 Lower Street, Stansted
REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

Jacolin Sheaf DO & Associates

headaches, trapped nerves & sports injuries

Treatment suitable for all ages, including children

Tel: 01279 815907

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST
Richard Handford BSc, SRCh, MChs

Specialising in routine chiropody, sports injuries,
.ultrasound, biomechanics, orthotics,
nail surgery & verrucae

Tel: 01279 647337




