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FGGT THE MOST OUT OFf I.IFGX

Hypnotherapy
& other brief therapies

One session
smoking therapy

also
Confidence - Eating
Stress & Anxiety
Phobias
Gastro Intestinal
Study & Exams
and much more . . .

Please ring GLYNIS CHEERS
MA. BA. BSCH,
Dip. Clinical Hypnotherapy

01279 812165

SHADOWFAX

TECHNOLOGY

Your local IT supplier

" _ PCs, peripherals and software

- Broadband Internet from
£24.99/month (less than BT)

- Complete networks for
business and home

- Antivirus software

- Advice from qualified staff

Microsoft
CERTIFIED
Partner

14 Riverside Business Park
Stoney Common Road
Stansted CM24 8PL
Tel: 01279 813076
E-mail: info@sfax.co.uk

A 4

IN-5TEP
REFLEXOLOGY

Feel generally out of step with life?
Get-up-and-¢o, got up and gone?

eould be the apswer
P polistie therapy designed to aid deep
relaxation. reflexology promotes the
body's own powers of healing apd gives
) enhaneed sense of well-being.
Beverley Davies [T\AR is now practising
from Faney Fingers.
Siluer St, Stapsted every Thursday.
To book phone 01279 647646 or
07866 553524 to aTange a home visit.

D. BROWN

Interior / Exterior
Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES
Telephone 07973 777106

Fahrications

is the local company for all soft furnishings,
made from our fabyics ov your own.
Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

For free advice and measuving service call

Sue 01279 777465 or “Garol 01279 777480

2 MORTGAGE exnepts
First Time Buyers
Re-Mortgages
Right To Buy
Self Employed-No accounts
100% Service
Buy To Let Specialists

THE ONLY CALL
YOU NEED TO MAKE

with access to EVERY lender in the country

GENESIS Tanaa

18-20 Silver Streel, Stansted
Essax CM24 EHD
Info@genesis,co.uk

01279 815815

nnnnnnnnn
BUY TOLET T

RISKIF
ON IT. WRITTEN DETAILS AVAILABLE ON FEQUEST. A SUITABLE LIFE AGSURANCE POLICY MAY BE

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

David
Yewnn's
Garage

SERVICING

REPAIRS

BENTFIELD ROAD
STANSTED

TEL: 01279 812686

" 4 g of the

A.BETTER.AERIAL

i _,.::/ -sox
3
\$ '\ @’:mJ
www.abetteraerinkcouk
DIQITAL AERIALS
SKRY TV
FM & DAE RADIO AERIALS
ANT! QHOSTING AERIALS
EXTIRA TW IFOINTS
AMILIFIERS
COMMUNAL SYSTEMS
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

YOUR LOCAL AERIAL MAN

Bishop’s Stortford
01279 815948
07980 817251

Cazterz Hill Masuden
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Is there a

Yes, there aren’t
any czmemg/ skips

mn Stanste

THERE IS A SOLUTION

* Recycle all you can i Paper %

e Make full use of your bin

* Take the rest to the skips at
Bishop’s Stortford, Harlow
or Saffron Walden

o ll(f“. i 'r:_-f\.."rl\,
A

The Link (price £3.50 per year) is published monthly by Churches Together in Stansted
Editor: Derek Honour
Advertising enquiries to Wendy Moss Tel 01279 812797
All other enquiries to Janet Townsend Tel 01279 812593

Opinions expressed in this magezine are given freely and do not necessarily represent those of CTS, its member churches,
village organisations or advertisers. Printed by Copyzone, Bishop’s Stortford.

Copy to reach 58 Chapel Hill or email to
stanstedlink@aol.com
by 11%® March for publication on 27 % March
by 15% April for publication on 1* May




SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk Mrs Anthea Lee
24 Lea Close
Bishop's Stortford
Tel 01279 656707
Meeting Sunday, 11.00am
Quaker Pacifism
The peace testimony has been a source of inspiration to
Friends throughout the centuries. Its roots lie in the personal
experience of the love and power of Christ which marked
the founders of the Quaker movement. They recognised the
realities of evil and conflict but it was contrary to the Spirit
of Christ to use war and violence as a means to deal with
them.

William Penn, a well known Quaker, wrote in 1693, “A
good end cannot sanctify evil means; nor must we ever do
evil, that good may come of it”. Pacifism is not an easy
ideal to hold to, but then neither is most of Christ’s teach-
ing.

The following poem was written by W.N. Ewer in the after-
math of the First World War and has enduring relevance.

Virginia Marshall

Five Souls

First Soul

I was a peasant of the Polish plain;

I left my plough because the message ran:-
Russia in danger, needed every man

To save her from the Teuton; and was slain.
I gave my life for freedom — This I know
For those who bade me fight told me so.

Second Soul

I was a Tyrolese, a mountaineer;

I gladly left my mountain home to fight
Against the brutal treacherous Muscovite;
And died in Poland on a Cossack spear.

I gave my life for freedom — This I know
For those who bade me fight told me so.

Third Soul

I worked in Lyons at my weaver’s loom,
When suddenly the Prussian despot hurled
His felon blow at France and at the world,
Then I went forth to Belgium and my doom.
I gave my life for freedom — This I know
For those who bade me fight told me so.

Fourth Soul

I owned a vineyard by the wooded Main,
Until the Fatherland begirt by foes

Lusting her downfall, called me, and I rose
Swift to the call — and died in far Lorraine.
I gave my life for freedom — This I know
For those who bade me fight told me so.

Fifth Soul

I worked in a great shipyard by the Clyde;
There came a sudden word of wars declared,
Of Belgium, peaceful, helpless, unprepared,
Asking for our aid: I joined the ranks, and died.
I gave my life for freedom — This I know

For those who bade me fight told me so.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Priest Father Joe White
The Presbytery
St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane
Stansted
Tel 01279 814349

6.00pm
9.00am and 10.30am

Masses Saturday
Sunday

Holy Days of Obligation 8.00am and 8.00pm

Tuesday-Saturday 9.30am
Confessions
Saturday 10.00am
and by appointment
Baptisms By appointment

Christmas has long gone. The fairy lights and tinsel are
back in their boxes. Christmas with its Christian message
of hope and renewal is synonymous with light, but by con-
trast the early months of the year seem dark and dreary; so
much gloom after the festive cheer!

However, darkness is very much part of the Christian
experience. It has its own religious significance, its own
symbolism with which to carry us through the gloom in our
lives.

Night and day are both part of the divine plan, alternating
like winter and summer, all given by God. Darkness is not
necessarily evil. The dark earth of winter is alive with dor-
mant seeds. Fairy lights can’t turn winter darkness into
summer light, but the darkness is part of the rhythm of life.
Light gives us confidence and darkness renders us depend-
ent. The readings in the Gospels can take us deeper into
darkness; especially during this period leading up to Easter.
We read of Christ’s suffering in the garden of Gethsemane
and on the Cross, but we do this in the knowledge of the
risen Christ. We trust fully that the risen Christ will light
up the gloom and darkness around us.

Eileen Quinn



UNITED REFORMED

Chapel Hill

Minister
Rev'd David Simpson
11 Church Manor
Bishop’s Stortford
CM23 5AF
Tel 01279 504900

Contact
Mrs Janet Townsend
58 Chapel Hill
Tel 01279 812593

Preachers for March

7th 2.30pm Rev’d David Simpson

14th 10.30am Mr P Smith

21st 10.30am Rev’d David Simpson —
Communion

Mothering Sunday
Mr M Dyer — Joint Service with
our Methodist Friends

28th 10.30am

Dates for your Diary

7th 3.30pm Afternoon Tea
8th 6.00pm Pilots
15th  2.30pm Monday Club
20th 10.00am-
3.00pm Children’s Activity Day
22nd  6.00pm Pilots

Join us for tea on 7th March 3.30pm—5.00pm. Please ring
Janet on 812593 before 1.30pm if you need transport.

Pilots

On Saturday 31st January the Pilots enjoyed an energetic
disco! It was great to see so many children and adults
enjoying themselves in our refurbished Lecture Hall. Garry
King provided the music and games and worked very hard
to make the disco go with a swing — thank you Garry! Also
thanks to Cherry who worked hard in the kitchen and pro-
vided the children with good things to eat and drink, in all it
was a memorable start to our ‘new’ Pilot group.

On 9th February 26 children came to the first Pilot evening
of the re-established Pilot group. The theme for the evening
was journeys based on the lives of St Paul and Gladys
Aylward. With Henry Playle our Youth Organiser for the
Province and 10 adults with the different groups, we were
able to use all the Church premises for the Adventurers and
Voyagers while the Deckhands used the Lecture Hall for
their activities, having fun with games especially when
David our Minister joined in. Pilots will continue to meet
on alternate Monday evenings during term time and we
hope to visit Legoland as a group on Saturday 15th May.
We are also looking forward to Saturday 20th March our
next Activity Fun Day, followed by a special Mothering

Sunday service on the following day. There are still a few
places left for our fun day. If you have not yet booked your
place please ring Valerie on 813433.

Easter

Planning is now well under way for our Bygones exhibition
over the Easter weekend 10th, 11th and 12th April. There
will be items of local interest as well as postcards and the
Women'’s Institute table cloth. In the Church will be a
display of wedding dresses, flowers and photos of couples
who have been married in the Church. If anyone has a
wedding photo taken at our Church and they would like to
be included please contact Janet on 812593.

There will be a Service of Praise on Easter Sunday evening
at 6.00pm.

The exhibition and displays will be open —

Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm

Sunday 2.00pm—6.00pm

Monday 10.00am—6.00pm.

Refreshments will be served throughout the weekend.

Book the date now!

Janet Townsend

METHODIST

Meets in Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Rev'd Keith Page
2 South Road

Bishop's Stortford
Tel 01279 654475

Minister

Secretary Mrs Catherine Dean
49 Receation Ground
Stansted
Tel 01279 813579

Email methodists@stansted.net

All services start at 9.30am unless otherwise stated
Services and preachers for March

7th Rosamunde Page

14th  Rev’d Jim Gill

21st Rev’d Keith Page — Holy Communion

28th Joint service at URC at 10.30am
Don’t forget to put clocks forward!

Fellowship meeting is on Thursday 11th March



St Johm's ~

S T A NS TED

All enquiries
are welcome at
The Church Office
located upstairs in
St. john's Church Hall,
Stansted CM24 8JP

Monday Open

from
Wednesday  g9.00am-
12:00
Friday noon

(01279) 815243
church.office@stansted.net

Administrator
Mrs Elizabeth Jennings

Open Door
Service

All-age Ecumenical
Worship meets in

February at St John’s
at | 1:00am.
e 7th March:
All-age communion
e 2] March

Mothers’ Day All-
age worship and
baptism

Donors needed for organ transplant

I suppose every job has its spectres, apart from
making sure | don’t drop babies, my personal
one is the thermometer. | don’'t mean the mete-
orological kind, | mean the naff two-dimensional
board which get erected in churchyards when
there is the need to raise money, usually for the
church roof or the organ, and the red line rises as
funds get nearer the target.

We've done pretty well to avoid a St John’s
thermometer so far. The parish church in
Stansted is maintained by about a hundred peo-
ple, without whom we wouldn't exist. just occa-
sionally things happen which require a special
effort, and we've got to bite the bullet and deal
with one of these in the next couple of months.

In simple language, the organ at St John's is no
longer functioning. We need about £22,000 to
replace it, and I've been encouraged by donations
which are already coming in from community
organisations, and | would like to say thank you
very much.

The St John's organ is famous for having the
thickest file in the cabinet of the diocesan organ
adviser. Our organ has been threatening to pack
up for over twenty-five years. Each time it has
come close, we have patched it up, said a quiet
prayer of gratitude, and then forgotten about it
till the next time. I'm as guilty as everyone else
on this.

These days, the instrument is a long way from
the pristine form that would have attracted
grants or heritage funding. To restore the pipe-

work, mechanics and leather would cost us just
short of £100,000. As Christians we think that
spending such a sum on an instrument would be
immoral. When we look at our financial state-
ment at the end of each year, we want to be able
to see how the church has made a difference in
people’s lives, not how we have maintained our
building.

This is the mind of the Parochial Church
Council, so we have voted to replace the pipe
organ with a digital one. A manufacturer has
offered to let us have one on trial over the Easter
period, so we can get a feel for what it will mean
to move from wind and pipes to bits and bytes.

Visually, St John's will look the same. The
pipework is an integral part of the look and
design of the interior, and this will remain unaf-
fected.

We have developed a strong musical tradition
at St John’s over the years, and we are keen to
support it and develop it further. Worship is
part of what a church gathers for. A digital organ
is a way of nurturing the tradition, and creating
new possibilities for the future, without a long
drawn-out fundraising campaign which would
drain us of any energy for carrying on Jesus’
mission.

So, if any readers would like to consider help-
ing us buy a new organ, we will be very grateful,
and it will ensure that when you do visit us, we
will be able to continue to worship God in the
best way that we can. AS

Diary
Sundays

8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion
with Sunday School
11:00am Open Door Service
(1st & 3rd Sunday of the month)

Wednesdays

10:00am Holy Communion
followed by coffee

Groups

Housegroups

Lazer Group is a 12-16 youth group which meets
weekly on Sunday evenings at 7:30pm for activities in
the church hall. The evening concludes with candlelit
Night Prayer in the chapel in church.

Prayer Group for Healing meets monthly in the par-
ish. Contact the office for details of meetings.

Meet fortnightly on Tuesday evening at 30 Maitland
Road. In March the course is entitled: The story of

April 9th 2004

Good Friday
Holiday Project

Is on again this year!
Opportunities for adults and
young people to join work-

shops and put together a
presentation in the
afternoon.

Registration deadiine:

Monday, April 5th

7:30pm Intercessions and

Ruth: twelve moments in every woman’s life.
Leaders: Lyn Hillier & Sandra Wood.

Call the Church Office
for details.

Night Prayer

Director of Music
Mrs Glynis Morris

Rector .
Open Door Service phone/fax
e E Ly (Ecumenical All-Age (01223) 263640
st. John's Rc?;d worship) church.music@stansted.net
Stansted Mountfitchet Mrs Frances Richards
phone

Church Hall Bookings
Secretary
Mrs Joy Lambe
(01279) 817937
Jjoy@stansted.net

Essex, CM24 8JP
phone/fax
(01279) 812203
rector@stansted.net
Day off: Thursday

(01279) 812748
richkidz@waitrose.com

Honorary Assistant Priest Lazer Group
Canon Derek Jackson Mr Gary West
phone phone
(01279) 652664 (01279) 815243
gary.west@zetnet.co.uk

Sunday School Housegroup
Mrs Sandra Wood
(01279) 647054 The Rector
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continued
Registers for January:
Baptism
4th Lucas Henry Hitchmough
Funerals

20th Doreen Stock age 84 years
23rd  Alice Viner age 94 years
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Lent Groups

Lent Groups are taking place during March on Monday 1st,
Tuesday 9th, Friday 19th, Thursday 25th and Monday 29th.
All are held at 8.00pm in the Quaker Meeting House on
Chapel Hill. We will be following a course on the 'Hard
Sayings of Jesus'. Each session is free standing, and each
of the churches will be taking it in turn to lead a session.
Following these, an Agape service will be held at 6.30pm
on Sunday 4th April, followed by a ‘bring and share’ sup-
per. All are welcome.

Ruth Rawlinson

ChristianJyAid

We believe in life before death
Mark the 10th!

It is ten years since the Fairtrade mark appeared on
products. Last year a new logo was designed and hopefully
this is familiar to ‘Link’ readers. In 10 years a whole host
of fairly traded products have been added to the original tea
and coffee. There are now over 180 from over 80
companies.

1st-14th March is Fairtrade Fortnight

Look out for special promotions on products in shops.
Those who are not giving up chocolate for Lent might like

to log onto www.fairtrade.org.uk/resources_recipes for
some delicious mouth watering recipes for cakes and puds.

Guaraniees

a better deal

for Third World
Producers

FAIRTRADE

A Fairtrade village?

The churches in Stansted and organisations like Shalom
already use fairly traded coffee and tea. It would be great if
all other organisations would do the same. For further
details of the range of products please contact me on
813579.

Ethical investment

Triodos Bank is offering Fairtrade enthusiasts the chance to
invest in Cafedirect Shares. You can also open a Fairtrade
Saver Account with the bank.

Visit www.triodos.co.uk.

Catherine Dean

I'M ON A COMMITTEE

Our Midlands reporter, Lyn Everitt, a former 'Link’ adver-
tising manager, has sent the following. Does it resonate
with you too?! (Editor)

Oh give me your pity, I’m on a committee
which means that from morning to night,

we attend and amend and contend and defend
without a conclusion in sight.

We confer and concur, we defer and demur
and reiterate all of our thoughts,

we revise the agenda with frequent addenda
and consider a load of reports.

We compose and propose and oppose,

and the points of procedure are fun,

but although various notions are brought up as motions
there’s terribly little gets done!

We resolve and absolve, but never dissolve
since it’s out of the question for us.

What a shattering pity to end our committee,
where else could we make such a fuss?
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Irish Concert for Corrymeela

The ‘Shalom’ Group is arranging an Irish evening on 13™ March, the
Saturday before St Patrick’s Day, as the annual fund-raising event
for the Corrymeela Community in Northern Ireland. This will be a
lively evening with a series of performances of Irish interest,
including Irish music and singing, a display of Irish dancing and an
excerpt from ‘The Importance of being Emest’ by the Irish
playwright, Oscar Wilde. We hope it will go with a swing and be
enjoyed by everyone.

The Corrymeela Community is one of the best-known organisations
in Northern Ireland, which worked tirelessly throughout the
‘troubles’ to try and bring about reconciliation between the two com-
munities, working especially with young people and families for
nearly forty years. This work continues as, in spite of the more
peaceful atmosphere in the country, enormous problems remain and
Corrymeela’s presence is still needed, together with the money to
fund the work.

For Concert Tickets, telephone 814190 or 816972
Margaret Whitelaw

Meetings

March 8% at 7 Blythwood Gardens
- We will watch a video about the Corrymeela Community in
N Ireland, and Margaret Whitelaw will update us on the
work of the Community.

March 22™ at the Friends Meeting House
- We will be given a spiritual insight into the painting “The
Prodigal Son”.

All meetings start at 8§ pm and are open to everyone.
Catherine Dean

Mountfitchet High
@ School PTA
QUIZ NIGHT

7.30 pm Sat 13th March
Tables of up to 8
Tickets £6 incl supper
Tel. Linda 812100 or Mike 812780

Licensed Bar

Bentfield School PTA
Castno MNigni

N
Saturday 13t March
8 pm
£6 incl light buffet
7= 647650

ey
§*

QUIZ
HFAL:  NIGHT

Saturday 6* March

7.30 for 8 pm
Stansted Day Centre
Tables of 6
Bring your own drinks
£6 (incl ploughman’s supper)
Tel 813871

R
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COFFEE MORNING
& OPEN DAY

STANSTED DAY CENTRE
Wed 28th April
10 am - 12 noon

WOMEN'S WORLD .
DAY OF PRAYER

2 pm Friday 5th March
St John’s Church
‘In Faith,
Women Shape the Future’

Prepared by the Christian women of Panama

Do come and
join in this World-wide event

Proceeds are towards the purchase of new
curtains for the Day Centre, which will cost
at least £2,000

Please come and support this event and
enjoy the stalls and company

3“”"02 LENT
" w2 circis (GROUPS

- T@@ETHER )
in STANSTED ‘Hard Sayings

of Jesus’

Quaker Meeting House 8 pm
Mon 1st, Tue 9th, Fri 19th,

Thu 25th, and Mon 29th March

All are most welcome
Sessions are ‘free standing’




Irish Nite

in aid of Corrymeela
Music » Singing ® Dancing
8 - 11 pm Sat 13th March

St John’s Church Hall

Adults £6 Family £15 incl. refresh.
Bar ~ Raffle
Please tel. Mary on 814190

Everyone Welcome

W Activity Furm Day
¥ Saturday 20th March

Art & Craft - Music - Drama
Games and Cooking
Stansted URC Premnises
10 am to 3 pm
For children 5 to 14 years
Book oow - limited places
F& 813433 (Valerie) or 758611 {Michelle)
Please bring a packed lunch plus £2

g THE VILLAGE

Moo ELup MUSIC CLUB
DAMIEN GIRVIN Fiano
& pm Sar 20t March
St Jokn's Church

Beethoven ¢ Brahms e Chopin
Schumann e Foulenc ¢ Liszt
Tickets from usual outlets
Sonia Levy 815282
or at the door
£9 adults, £7 conc, £3 or £1 children

VILLAGE EVENTS

March

—_

Mon Lent Group

3 Wed Mountfitchet Seniors
Bookstart
Garden Ciub
4 Thu Local History Society
5 Fri  Women’s World Day of Prayer
6 Sat HEAL Quiz Night
7 Sun Afternoon Tea (after service)
8 Mon Shalom Group
9 Tue LentGroup
11 Thu W
12 Fri  Lib Dem Supper Club
13 Sat Lib Dem Ploughman’s Lunch
PTA Casino Night
PTA Quiz Night
Irish Nite for Corrymeela
16 Tue Stansted Millers AGM

17 Wed Mountffitchet Seniors

19 Fri  Lent Group

20 Sat Activity Fun Day
Green Waste Skip

Village Music Club Concert

22 Mon Shalom Group

24 Wed Carers UK Coffee Moming

25 Thu
26 Fri

28 Sun
29 Mon

Lent Group.
PTFA Music Quiz
Car Boot Sale
Lent Group

April

Thu Local History Society
Sun Stansted Windmill Open
Mon Shalom Group
Wed Bookstart

Garden Club
8 Thu W
10 Sat Bygones Exhibition

~No b

Lib Dem Ploughman’s Lunch

11 Sun Bygones Exhibition
Stansted Windmifl Open
Bygones Exhibition

Stansted Windmill Open

12 Mon

Quaker Meeting House 8 pm
Day Centre 2 - 4 pm

Library 2.15 - 2.45 pm

Day Centre 8 pm

Day Centre 8 pm

St John's Church 2 pm

Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm

UR Church 3.30 - 5 pm

7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
Quaker Meeting House 8 pm
St John’s Hall 7.45 pm

Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm

Day Centre noon -2 pm
Benffield Primary School 8 pm
Mounffitchet School 7.30 pm
St John's Hall 8 pm

Day Centre 8 pm

Day Centre 2 - 4 pm

Quaker Meeting House 8 pm
UR Church 10 am - 3 pm
Lower St Car Park 1 -4 pm
St John's Church 8 pm
Quaker Meeting House 8 pm
Day Centre 10 am

Quaker Meeting House 8 pm
St Mary's School 7.30 for 8 pm
Mountfitchet School 8 am - noon
Quaker Meeting House 8 pm

Day Centre 8 pm

2-6pm

7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
Library 2.15 - 2.45 pm

Day Centre 8 pm

St John's Hall 7.45 pm

UR Church & Hall 10 am - 6 pm
Day Centre noon - 2 pm

UR Church & Hali 2 pm - 6 pm
2-6pm

UR Church & Halt 10 am - 6 pm
2-6pm

CARERS UK

Uttlesford Branch

COFFEE MORNING

Wed 24th March
10 am to noon

Stansted Day Centre
Cake Stall » Raffle

Admission 50p

ST MARY’S SCHOOL PTFA

MUSIC QUIZ NIGHT
Friday 26th March
Y 7.30 for 8 pm ﬂ?
Tickets (incl supper) £6.50
_from school office or

Sarah 07746 535107
Bring your own drink

All are welcome - not just parents
Come as a group or alone
A fun evening guaranteed!

Mountfitchet High School PTA
Car Boot Sale

8 am to noon Sun 28th March
£6 in advance £7 on the day
Refireshments available

John 813531

Tel:
or School 813384

[ [ ] [< BYGONES
| pEd EXHIBITION

Easter Weekend April 10th - 12th
Stansted URC Church & Hall

Saturday 10 am - 6 pm
Sunday 2 pm -6 pm
Monday 10 am - 6 pm

Wedding Dresses ¢ Postcards » Photographs
Flowers « Wl Tablecloth « Refreshments

Contributions welcomed - please Tel: 812593




ALDWYCH CONSTRUCTION
23/25 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 SLN

- Building and Decorating Contractors
All needs provided throughout North West Essex,
East Herts & South Cambs

‘PROPER WORK AT PROPER PRICES’
BOTH PERIOD AND MODERN

FOR ESTIMATES Tel 01279 816701
Mobile 0802 548471 Fax 01279 812656

/ﬁ,@.} OPTOMETRISTS AND CONTACT
: 2 LENS PRACTITIONERS

2 PRACTICE

Eyecare for all the family

The Mower Shop

ELSENHAM
Mowers
Strimmers
Chain Saws
Garden Tractors
Tools & Accessories
F ﬂ@ﬂdﬂ@g_@ engineers
FULL REPAIR SERVICE

Tel 01279 813331

47 Knight Street
Sawbridgeworth
CM21 9AX
01279725332

01279 816198

4 Chapel Hill

Stansted
CM24 BAG

e AFSienTeds Envel ot DS LTS o ATRCEE R |
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All Fares Quoted Befure Jnumey Commences
- All Vehicles Are Fuly Aerondruuued

« Limousines / Chauffeur Semce
- Corporate Account Facilmes L
= Wheelchair Acr:ess Minibus On Site .

For Book:ngs Call:-
Tel: 01279 662444 Fax: 01279 680750
P T 1, Sta "Airport d

SBc=Z[E

www.girporfcarz.com

YOU'RE.......

FURNISHED

Famous Branded Furnifture at

NEW STOCK IN EVERY WEEK

Rear of 14 Cambridge Road
Stansted 01279 815028

Mon - Sat
Sunday

10 am-5pm
11 am-4 pm

Also new warehouse at Takeley

Warg Planters

The Tithe Barn, Parsonage Farm, Stansted,

Essex CM24 8TY

Tel: 01279 817641/2/3 Fax: 817644
www.wildroseuk.co.uk '
email: sales@wareplanters.co.uk

WildRose
Handmade Pottery & Reliefs

Watertight, Frostproof
Interior & Exterior, Robust

NEW PRODUCT TO THE UK

GARDEN DESIGN

Liz Elfick-Wood (Dip GD)

Professional de5|gn service
from single consultations

to landscape design and
planting plans

Tel: 01279 815425

D. BROWN

House Clearance

* Houses
» Garages
* Sheds

Anything considered

& 07973 777106

Continental Cars
« Established in Stansted in 1972

« Situated next to Stansted Mountfitchet station

« Showroom open 7 days a week

« Access to around 2000 Saab Approved Used Cars
« All makes servicing & repairs at very competitive prices

Station Road, Stansted CM24 8BE Tel 01279 812534
Fax 01279 815635 Internet: www.continentalcars.co.uk

8




STANSTED FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE

Welcome once again to a round-up of recent activity from
the crew of Station W83 Stansted. Firstly, many apologies
for the recent break in the supply of reports to the ‘Link’, as
the writer has been exceptionally busy with professional
exams over the latter half of 2003, and is currently studying
for a BSc.

The second half of 2003 was just as busy as the first, with
the usual array of calls, ranging from lockouts to road
accidents. Fire-fighters were kept busy right across the spec-
trum, and our watch strength has improved slightly with
new members, who are currently undergoing their prelimi-
nary training. The crew has been getting to grips with a new
Breathing Apparatus system, using flat twin cylinders
instead of the older large single cylinder. Most of the crew
have recently undergone extensive update training at the BA
Training School at Chelmsford (known affectionately in the
Service as ‘BATS’).

Chelmsford Fire Station, like that at Harlow, has a purpose-
built training facility for fire-fighters to practice the art of
entering burning, smoke-filled buildings in relative safety,
conduct searches or perform specific tasks, such as closing
gas valves, or rescuing casualties. The buildings are
cunningly designed to incorporate various ‘traps’ for the
unwary: vertical shafts with ladders, self-closing trapdoors,
large items of debris, wire cages and tunnels, all of which
have to be negotiated in total blackout conditions, with the
addition of gas jets providing very high temperatures and
smoke generator machines to ‘smoke-log’ the premises.
Many a fire-fighter builds up a serious sweat dragging a 16-
stone dummy along a 20” diameter tunnel!

The BA set each man carries generally provides enough air
for about 45 minutes, although this can reduce to as little as
20 minutes when working hard, and the sets are fitted with
very high-tech gauges (computerised, of course!), which
enable each man to work out how much air he has left, and
therefore how long he has still to work and to leave the
building. Working in tota] smoke-log conditions can be.
extremely disorienting, with generally only the sense of
touch to rely on. Nothing can of course be seen, and often
very little heard. Fire-fighters have to be very good, there-
fore, at building up a picture of the building they are in,
simply by touch and memorising the immovable features
they come across: a door, a staircase, etc. In very large
buildings a guideline is laid in by the leading crew, and sub-
sequent crews may follow, searching off the line. Each man
has a personal line attached to his harness, with a carabiner
clip on the end to attach to the guideline, or to another fire-
fighter. The science of searching in a smoke-filled building
is an exacting one, and takes years of practice to perfect.
Even a standard sitting room, when smoke logged, can seem
the size of a dance hall!

Fortunately, the requirement to use the equipment does not
often arise in these circumstances, but it can also be
required to deal with chemical spillages, serious vehicle
fires, etc., where dangerous fumes may be given off.

W83 handled over 600 calls in 2003, more than the

previous year, and our callouts (by type) were roughly in
line with the county as a whole, although of course being so
close to the airport, we dealt with a large number of
aircraft-related incidents, the most recent of which was the
crash in the early hours of 9th February, when a small jet,
suffering hydraulic failure, ‘belly-flopped’ onto the runway.
Fortunately, it slithered along the runway and slid onto the
grass apron, where the four occupants managed to evacuate
safely.

In 2003, Essex Fire and Rescue as a whole dealt with
28,501 incidents, broken down into 12,636 fires, 1,253 road
accidents, 393 floodings, 136 rescues (of various types),
and 3,794 grassland fires. Sadly the Service also dealt with
11 preventable fire deaths, one of which was here in
Stansted, and, annoyingly, some 1,598 hoax fire calls.

Although our main task is to respond to fire incidents and
other emergencies, we are keen to promote prevention
rather than intervention. If you have any queries about fire
safety, please don’t hesitate to contact us for advice: even if
only to find out where to put those vital smoke alarms! If
you have alarms already, please don’t forget to check and
test them on a regular basis. Testing every time you
perform some other domestic chore, such as putting out the
recycling box, will ensure that the alarms don’t get over-
looked.

On the subject of alarms, whether in a domestic, commer-
cial or other premises, it is essential to know what to do
when it goes off. It is vital to have an escape plan pre-
prepared in the event of an emergency. The whole family
should be involved and know what to do and where to go.
Ideally, an escape route from, say, a house, should provide
a feasible alternative to the stairs. If a fire broke out in the
sitting-room at night and the door to the hallway were left
open, then the stairs would certainly be impassable very
quickly: as a firm rule, always close all downstairs doors at
night. A standard internal domestic door will hold back
extreme heat and fire for up to 30 minutes, but only if it is
shut! Do not leave equipment on, such as tumble driers,
dishwashers, or even televisions on standby. Alternative
exits should be discussed and agreed upon, for instance,
from a window onto an adjoining flat roof. Double glazed
windows, if locked, should always have a key to hand: they
are unbreakable in an emergency.

Hopefully, we can cover this subject a little more next time.

Meanwhile, keep safe!
Philip Hastings

STEVE HALL’S GARDENING SERVICES

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR
GARDEN

TEL. 01279 817739
or 07778 049063




life of

Last December Dr Brian Hamilton
looks back on over thirty years in

I t was in 1972 that I first visited a tall, young
casualty officer in the attempt to lure him into a
partnership vacancy at Stansted.

He was somebody we already knew about from tele-
phone contact as a cheerful, accommodating and hard-
working doctor, always tolerant of our patients when
they drifted into Casualty with trivial complaints that
they should have brought to us!

As soon as he started to work with us I knew that I, at
least, had made the right decision.

Brian Hamilton was as dedicated and talented as he was
hard working and reliable. At that time being on call for
emergencies was even more of a responsibility that it is
now, because ordinary GPs were in the front line for all
accidents and medical disasters. There were no para-
medics in those days.
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Brian’s Casualty experience as well as his determina-
tion to deliver the very best for his patients meant that
when he was on call the whole Practice was in safe
hands.

In his everyday work, Brian showed a warmth and
openness as well as a special freshness and honesty in
his relationships with patients. It was he who taught
me that it is permissible to admit to a patient when one
was ignorant of something,.

As a colleague, Brian never let people down. Indeed, it
was usually Brian who filled the gap if there was any
unexpected problem with work cover. On the other
hand Brian revealed himself as a natural clown and
mimic, especially in the presence of pomposity or offi-
cialdom. He has the power to reduce me to tears of
helpless laughter at his dry comments on the many
bizarre events that punctuate everyday life in the Health
Service.

Over the years Brian was remarkable for his concentra-
tion on the welfare of patients. To him the patient was
always welcome. At the end of a long surgery it was
Brian who would uncomplainingly accept extra
patients, latecomers and unexpected emergencies.

He would always see the patient’s point of view and
always argued for a patient’s needs to be given priority
over all other considerations. Of course, over the
decades, such dedication was bound to take its toll,
especially since the NHS became the target of politics.

Brian had a particular talent for saving lives. It might
be by staying with a patient until he had spotted the
obscure sign of a dangerous condition, or by swift
courageous actions, such as injecting a vital drug
directly into someone’s failing heart to restore its
activity, all within the space of a minute.

As a cheery, welcoming and sociable character, Brian
was popular with the patients and friends alike — and
many a patient was also a friend.



conducted his last surgery before retiring to France. Anthony Hazzard
the company of his affable colleague. Photos. Andrew Spurr

Not everyone, however, received the privilege
of access to his very tender professional
conscience; to watch him agonise over decisions
and over the inevitable tragedies that accom-
pany a life in medicine. He never gave himself
an easy time, but was ruthlessly self-critical.

It was tempting to take Brian for granted and to
assume that this stately, genial and trusted
figure would always be there for us. It is hard
to relinquish the ready availability of such a
talented, concerned and experienced doctor, but
it is time now for Brian to embark upon a more
restful time of his life which is so well-eamed
and deserved.

And may I be permitted to remark that, in an
age which no longer values such Stoic and
Hippocratic virtues, we shall not see his like
again.

Brian, his wife
Martine and
Anthony Hazzard
in France.

The Hamiltons
have retired to
the Loire Valiey.

Dear Andrew,

We would be most grateful if we could use the pages of the Parish
Magazine to let everyone know how deeply touched we were by
the demonstration of kindness shown to me upon my retirement
from Stansted Surgery.

We have had so many letters, cards and beautiful gifts. It was just
amazing. We will treasure them all and we wish to thank everyone
so much.

I have many happy memories of my time in Stansted made the
more pleasant by so many wonderful, kind people.

The bureaucracy that is now overwhelming the NHS has finally
become too much and [ have had to leave so that someone younger
and more computer-driven can join the practice.

However, the dear friends at the surgery, and lovely patients from
the area will always be in my heart. So, from us both, we wish eve-
ryone the best of health and prosperity, and once again, thank you
all so very much.

Yours sincerely,




UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

Aviation White Paper

The Council has decided to join with East Herts district and
Essex and Herts county councils to challenge the legality of
the Government’s White Paper on the future of aviation.

The Government is considered to have gone into too much
detail in December’s White Paper by specifying the precise
location of a second airport runway. This is the sort of
detail that would normally be determined during a planning
application and not as part of a Government policy state-
ment, which is all that a White Paper is.

The Council’s lawyers also say that European Law has been
broken because a detailed proposal should be accompanied
by what is known as an environmental impact assessment.
The Government has not carried out such an assessment. In
effect, the Government may have abused its lawful powers
by trying to bypass the proper planning process. The White
Paper may have to be put through a judicial review in front
of judges.

Thirdly, the White Paper does not provide answers to how a
second runway at Stansted can be funded. BAA has said it
could not pay for the development without subsidy from
Heathrow. But subsidy is not allowed. The Government has
been accused of causing unnecessary blight on this area by
proposing a detailed scheme without showing how the air-
port and the associated infrastructure such as road and rail-
way access would be funded.

February brought further interference from central govern-
ment. Westminster ministers told the East of England
Regional Assembly (EERA) that they have to plan for
18,000 new homes about one week before the end of a two-
year, major planning exercise. The EERA agreed to 8,000
extra homes in Uttlesford between now and 2021 and will
have to carry out more work on whether it is possible to
find acceptable locations for the extra 18,000 (about two
Bishop’s Stortfords) in what is known as the M11 corridor
growth area. The corridor now includes Stevenage and
Peterborough. Maybe Stansted isn’t the only place that the
Government is eyeing for major growth, but I am still not
convinced.

Councillor Alan Dean
email: cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk
Tel: 01279 813579

Budgets 2003/04

This is the time of the year that councils set their budgets
for the coming financial year. It is Uttlesford’s responsi-
bility to collect Council Tax from some 30,000 dwellings.
Each dwelling is allocated to one of eight valuation bands
according to its open market value as at 1st April 1991.
The valuation band for your property can be found on the
Council Tax bill. From each pound collected 78p will go
to the Essex County Council to pay for services such as
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social services, care in the community, schools, libraries,
highways and fire services. Another 8p in the pound goes
to the Essex Police Authority. The remaining 14p in the
pound collected from taxpayers will stay in the district to
pay for services provided by Uttlesford and town/parish
councils. The services provided include refuse collection,
concessionary travel, day centres for the elderly, care for
the environment, health and safety, planning, leisure and
recreation.

The full Council Tax bill assumes that there are two adults
living in a dwelling. If only one adult lives in a dwelling
the bill will be reduced by a quarter (25%) If you think
that you are entitled to a discount, please call the Council
Tax section on 01799 510335.

At our last full Council meeting, a 7.48% increase in the
district portion of Council Tax was approved. This will
result in the average band D property payment increasing
from £108.69 to £116.82 up £8.13 — or an average 14p per
week for each taxpayer. This compares with a fractionally
higher 7.5% increase last year.

For a dwelling in band D the overall Council Tax payment
for 2004/05 breaks down as:

£ % of Total
Essex County Council *891.54  (73.7)
Essex Police Authority 99.27 ( 8.2)
Essex Fire Authority 5643 (4.7
Uttlesford District Council 116.82  ( 9.6)
Stansted Parish Council 4629 ( 3.8)
Total 1210.35

*This figure is the one recommended for its meeting on
17th February and may therefore be changed.

Although council tax continues to go up ahead of inflation,
the overall picture is better than last year.

Councillor Geoffrey Sell
email: cllrsell@uttlesford.gov.uk
Tel: 01279 815925

Jessica Pearce
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Commissioned Paintings

Contemporary canvasses for your home or
workplace

Children’s murals for the bedroom or
playroom

Please contact Jessica on 01279 817205/
07818 644 621

Or e-mail: jessica_mermaid@yahoo.com




All members are encouraged to attend the Annual General
Meeting, which will take place on Monday 15th March at
8.00 pm at 105 Cambridge Road, Stansted. This is your
chance to come along and meet the Committee and other
members and to air any views or concerns you may have.

Due to popular demand an adult/junior doubles tournament
will take place at the club on Sunday 28th March 2004 at
12.45pm. We already have a lot of entries, but if you are a
member and would like to join in, please call Chris Hollis
on 01279 319155,

All current adult members are welcome to come along and
join in our Sunday morning sessions, which start at 9.30am.

Martyn Taplin is currently holding adult coaching sessions
for club members who wish to improve their game. Two
classes take place between 2.00-4.00pm on Saturday
afternoons. Please call Martyn on 816386 if you would like
to find out more or would like to join in. Chris Hollis
continues to coach the juniors on Saturday mornings.

If you would like to join Stansted Tennis Club, please
contact Kate Rutter (Membership Secretary) on 01279
813053.

The National Childbirth Trust

Education for Parenthood

Stansted and District

The National Childbirth Trust or NCT is a charity which
offers information and support in pregnancy, childbirth and
early parenthood. It achieves this through running antenatal
classes, having enquiry/advice lines and organising activities
for mums and children. The Stansted branch currently has
around 70 members and we are always looking out for new
people to join us.

One of our main events of the spring will be the Nearly
New Sale to be held on Saturday 24th April in St John’s
Hall, Stansted. The sale is open to non-members and
provides a good opportunity to stock up on clothes, toys,
books and videos for the under S5s. It is always very well-
attended so please come early to avoid disappointment and,
if it is possible to leave your children at home, you will find
it far easier to browse and shop on your own.

Other events and activities that we have lined up for the
spring include playground visits, a walk at Hatfield Forest,
an obstacle course, pub lunches, swimming trips, music
time, an Easter egg hunt and a girls’ night out. Unlike
many children’s activities which close down for the school
holidays, the NCT is one of the few where everything
carries on as normal.

Our three coffee groups continue to meet regularly: tiddlers
and tums for pregnant mums and those with babies or
children who are not yet walking; toddlers for mums with
children who are walking confidently, and pre-school for
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the older children. We ask for donations of 50p per family
for these coffee events and many of the other activities are
only £1 per child.

If you would like to receive a free listing of events being
held in the future or if you want any further information
about the NCT or our branch, please email Stansted-
nct@lineone.net or phone the branch enquiry line on 07020
936552. If you would like to book for our popular
antenatal classes, call Rachel (early in your pregnancy) on
08707 656284.

Vanessa Gibbons

SANSTED 2
CONSERVATIVES 4

SAFFRON WALDEN
CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION

Next surgeries are as follows:
Friday 12th March

Foakes House

Town Council Office
47 Stortford Road
Dunmow

Friday 23rd April

The Guildhall,
Town Street
Thaxted

The Old Armoury
3 Museum Street
Saffron Walden

5.45-6.30pm

5.45-6.30pm

7.00-7.45pm

(No appointment necessary)

© Excellent 0fs+ed Report
© oqualified Friendly staff

& Spacious hall with & quiet room
for Rhymes § Stories

< Erphasis on feaming +hrough play

Telephone 01279 813828




BENTFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

January brings the snow!!

Did it affect us - NO it did not! Most of our children and
staff braved the weather and the school remained open. All
the children had a wonderful time playing with their friends
and discovering the properties of snow!

The past few weeks have seen several events in the school.

Classes 3 and 4 enjoyed a visit from the ‘Rock Man’ who
gave a very enjoyable hands-on talk on geology. The whole
school took part in a Writing Workshop - exploring words
in an exciting way and later in the month watched a
production of the ‘Trojan Horse’.

Classes 1 and 2 have visited Saffron Walden Museum to
support their work on the Senses and Class 5 took the train
into Bishop's Stortford to visit Pizza Express and enhance
their learning of food and diet.

Our clubs are also busy this term with both football and
netball teams having regular matches and the hockey league
just beginning. Our thriving chess club had a match against
Rodings School, which produced some very good games.

The Nursery still has some places available for this coming
September. If you are interested and your child will be four
in the next academic year, please contact the school office.
Also, Messy Play; this is great fun and runs in the Nursery
every Monday from 1.30pm to 3.00pm. It is open to
children 18 months and older. If you are interested contact
the school or just turn up!

The PTA has also been busy planning lots of fundraising
activities to keep both the children and their parents happy.
We’ve changed the date of our Casino Night to avoid a
clash with another village event and it will now be held on
Saturday 13th March. Come along for a night of gambling
(just for fun!) and glamour. Whether you pit your wits
against the Roulette Wheel, or try your luck against the
cards in Blackjack, a fun night is guaranteed. The ‘punter’
with the most chips left at the end of the evening will win a
prize, so there’s no chance of losing your life savings. If
you fancy trying out your skill and luck in the Casino do
come along, it’s sure to be great fun. Tickets are just £6
(which includes a light buffet) and are available from the
school or by ringing 647650.

On Wednesday 10th March from 3.00pm we are holding a
second-hand uniform sale and cake bake. This event is
always popular, as the parents get to pick up uniform at a
bargain, while the children are happily amused at the cake
stall.

The children are already looking forward to the Spring
Disco on Friday 26th March. Starting at 6.00 pm with the
infants and nursery children and continuing at 7.15pm for
the juniors, I'm sure everyone will have a great time as
always.

14

Looking a little ahead, our Big Top May Fair will be held

on 8th May 2004 and this year, as the title suggests, we are
planning a circus theme. We are already having lots of fun
planning the activities and attractions, so make a note of the

date now!
Marnie Tait

G jrchanger

\@ Nursery Unit

From a parent’s letter...

Congratulations to the staff and committee of Birchanger
Nursery Unit, who have, in January, completed their first
Ofsted inspection since the change of ownership in 2001,
and have been rewarded with a report that is a credit to
them.

Carol Bullot, her team and the Nursery Committee have
worked extremely hard to keep standards high, and this has
been acknowledged and praised in the inspector’s report, in
which she highlighted the attending children’s confidence,
motivation and independence due to very high standards of
communication between staff and children.

The nursery, which is in the grounds of Birchanger Primary
School, is a registered charity run by a team of five full and
part-time staff, supported by a committee of volunteers.
There are currently 35 local children in attendance, aged
from 21/2 to 5 years.

Telephone 01279 814037 for information

=
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STANSTED &
DISTRICT LIBERAL
DEMOCRATS.

Our next ploughman's lunches are on Saturday 13th March
and Saturday 10th April at the Stansted Day Centre,
12 noon to 2.00pm. All are welcome.

The Supper Club will be meeting on Friday 12th March at
the Stansted Day Centre, 7.30pm for 8.00pm. The speaker
will be Chris White, who is second on the Liberal Democrat
candidate list for the East of England in the European
elections on 10th June. Cost of the evening, 1o include
supper, is £8, and there will be a bar. For further details and
tickets, please ring 814222 or 813432.

Advance notice - we will be holding an afternoon Treasure
Hunt and Tea at Henham on Sunday 18th April. Further
details in next month's ‘Link’.

Ruth Rawlinson



Stansted
Evening
Women’s Institute

Lottery Grants for Local Groups — ‘Awards for All’

Last year Stansted Mountfitchet WI decided to apply for a
Grant through the above scheme for as many members as
wished to attend our WI College in Oxfordshire for a
two-night educational course. We had heard that several
other WI’s in the country had been successful in doing so
and to give many of our members, who would otherwise not
have, the chance to experience the pleasure of short
residential learning and the opportunity to meet like-minded
women from other parts of the British Isles, we made
enquiries from County Headquarters on how to apply.
Several meetings and letters later we sent in our application
and were delighted to be granted £3,140 at the end of
October, which is enough money for 20 people to take a
two-night course paying for their own travel expenses and
with the Institute contributing the £200 we normally put
aside for 2 bursaries each year. The Grant has to be used
within one year and we are expected to send in an end of
award report giving details of how it was spent and the
benefits derived from it.

Marion Pretty holds the £3,140 grant certificate

A Short History of Denman College

Denman College is situated in the village of Marcham, near
Abingdon in Oxfordshire, Oxford itself being a few miles
away. In mediaeval times the land surrounding the College
belonged to the Abbey of Abingdon, but after the
dissolution of the monasteries by Henry VIII, the estate was
sold and by 1705 it was in the possession of the Elwes
family. One hundred years later the old farmhouse was
burnt down and the present house built. The house,
Marcham Park, came into the Duffield family through the
female line but in 1938 it was sold to a Mr Berners who
modernised it and also added the beautiful 19th century
staircase. During the war it was requisitioned by the Air
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Ministry who fortunately looked after it very well, but Mr
Berners decided not to live in it after the war and in 1947 it
was up for sale.

In 1943 the first residential NFWI Summer School had been
held at Radbrook College, Shrewsbury and Sir Richard
Livingstone, an enthusiastic advocate of adult education,
told members then that their Federation ought to endow and
possess their own College. So it was in 1945 that a
Resolution was passed at the AGM in the Albert Hall to
fulfil that dream, and Marcham Park with its 100 acres of
land was bought for £16,000 by the NFWI for use as its
own College. It was named Denman College after Lady
Denman the first Chairman of the WI Movement and who
had just retired after 30 years in office.

In 1947, £16,000 was a lot of money and it was raised by
every WI promising to give £10 over a period of three
years. In this way £70,000 was given and another £20,000
gifted by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. Some of this
money was used to buy the actual house and estate, to make
the necessary alterations and to buy furniture and
equipment. The rest was used to produce an Endowment
fund. Several Federations made themselves responsible for
the furnishings of the bedrooms; the East Anglian
Federation furnished the Entrance Hall, others supplied
china, blankets and kitchen equipment. Federations still
maintain the bedrooms when redecoration and
refurbishment is required, so each room is unique
and supplied with hand-made and hand-painted
items. Many bedrooms have been added during
the last 20 years and now many of them are single
rooms with en-suite facilities, but it is wonderful
to sleep in the original house in a shared bedroom
and to draw back the curtains and look out over the
beautiful grounds and listen to the dawn chorus!

A New Teaching Centre was opened in 1970 by
the Queen Mother and a Home Economics Centre
added in 1979 and opened by the Queen. It was at
this time that about five acres of the estate was
sold off to help finance this. There are about 500
courses every year, varied to suit all tastes and
interests. The majority are open to all WI
members and WI associates and some are open to
family members or prospective members. It is also
possible if there are rooms vacant to stay there as a non-
student and to explore Oxford and the surrounding
countryside. There are two rooms available for disabled
members and their carers. During the course of a year
some 6,000 students come to the College with a maximum
of 72 attending one of five or six courses at one time.
Denman also welcomes about 3,000 WI members on Day
visits during the year. We are very lucky to have this
College as part of our WI movement and those who go
return eager to go again. The Awards Scheme is making it
possible for many to go who would not have done so, as
well as giving great benefit to our College which needs to
be full all the year round to make it viable.

Judy Colliver



STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Once again we drew on home-grown talent at our meeting
on 5th February when Derek Honour talked to us about
Humphry Repton in Essex — Then and Now.

The concept of gardening was brought to us — like so many
things — by the Romans. However, their domestic plots
centred on the growth of vegetables and later the
monasteries developed herb gardens. It was not until the
Renaissance that the idea of a garden as a place for leisure
and relaxation took hold. These gardens were intensely
formal and became very fashionable in English country
houses where some have been re-created in recent years.

Early in the 19th century there was a reaction to this
formality, largely through the single-minded efforts of
Capability Brown. His preference was to make the
surroundings look more natural, even though he was
prepared to change everything on an estate to achieve this —
hills were levelled or re-sited, lakes dug and views
provided, all aimed at taming nature in an informal way.
Such were his personality and beliefs that his influence
spread to the highest in the land.

He died in 1783 and it was four years later that Humphry
Repton appeared on the scene. Born in Norfolk but Essex
by adoption, he was an artist, a playwright and a furniture
designer before he turned his hand to gardens. His
approach differed from Capability Brown’s in several ways:
instead of changing everything he was prepared to
incorporate existing good features into his design; his work
was employed more by the lower aristocracy and nouveau
riche; he presented his designs and recommendations,
whereas Brown also acted as contractor in the execution of
his own plans. Repton never acquired Brown’s confidence
and was inclined to be hurt by criticism. He died in 1818,
leaving examples of his influence across the land.

Repton had worked extensively in Essex and although
many of his gardens have disappeared, Derek had visited
seven of his designs to show us from old Ordnance Survey
maps and pictures how they differed from the photographs
he had taken over the last few months. These included
Marks Hall, Harlow; Highams Park, Walthamstow;
Claybury near Woodford; Hill Hall, Theydon Mount;
Hylands, Chelmsford; Rivenhall Place near Braintree; and
finally, Stansted Hall. In all this he was magnificently
supported by his wife, Peggy, who managed the
epidiascope with considerable energy and efficiency.

Next meeting, on 4th March, Jennifer Ward will be telling
us of ‘The Normans in Essex’ — we hope you will be able
to be there.

Ian Seavers
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STANSTED
ﬁ BOWLING
wllafa-. CLUB

We are all looking forward to 24th April when the outdoor
season starts for us once again. The green keepers have
been very busy over the winter period making sure that the
green is kept in top class order, which means a lot of hard
work for them.

Although the winter has been very mild it does cause

problems with the grass in terms of moss growing and

various types of disease creeping in, which frost normally
helps to keep at bay.

We once again hope to attract new bowlers to the club this
year and would also welcome competent bowlers who feel
they might like to try Stansted instead.

We are holding an instructional morning at the club during
the morning of Saturday 1st May from 10.00am to 1.00pm
and our coach and qualified instructors will be on hand to
teach you the basics of the game, which are quite simple.

If you would like to come along just make sure you bring a
pair of flat-soled shoes with you to wear on the green,
everything else will be provided as well as tea/coffee.

The bar will be open for those of you who feel you would
benefit from a drink after the pressures of learning the
game!!

All age groups are welcome but we ask that youngsters be
accompanied by a parent/parents who in turn may like to
try the game while they are there.

If you are unable to make that day our coach is prepared to
offer individuals one to one instruction during the week of
10th-15th May at most times of the day to suit. Please
contact him on 01279 813584.

If anyone feels they would like to initially become a social
member before embarking on the game then you are
welcome to come along any Friday evening throughout the
year or any time during the season.

We really do hope that you will come along and join us this
year.

For those interested in the history of Stansted the Bowls
Club will be celebrating its Centenary year in 2006.

Rex Turner

SNIPPETS 1
The February concert in St. John's Church by Pete Baker's
Crusty Jazzers and the Charity group raised around £800
for Water Aid. It was a great evening.

Editor



St Mary’s Primary School
Parents, Teachers and
Friends Association

For the shortest month of the year, St Mary’s school has
certainly packed a lot into its time. And with spring just
around the corner, sport has featured heavily.

The Year 5/6 Football team had an impressive score in a
friendly match against Great Easton, winning 6-2, and the
Year 5/6 Netball Team played Howe Green and also won.
This is a great start to the year, and a big ‘Well Done’ goes
out to all those involved. The after school golf lessons have
proved so popular that another course is being run for those
who are keen to take up the sport, along with a Football
Club for the children in Years 1 and 2. With all the recent
press coverage about childhood obesity, St Mary’s is keen
to encourage all its children to get involved in sport, as part
of its ethos of being a ‘Healthy School’.

During the recent Parents Evening, we were welcomed into
the school to discuss our children’s progress with their
Class Teacher. I always enjoy looking at the high standard
of work on display around the school and in the classroom,
and am amazed at what our children have worked so hard
to achieve. No wonder they come home exhausted! Whilst
some of the work triggers dim and distant memories of my
own school days, 1 do wonder whether we had quite so
much fun and variety as they do today!

The annual Education Sunday service held at St John’s
Church for the Year 3 pupils celebrated the School’s link
with the Church and its community. Every child in the class
had a part in the service, and spoke with great confidence,
clarity and enthusiasm. To stand, aged 6 and 7, in front of a
congregation of familiar and unknown faces takes a lot of
courage. Congratulations to all of you. As the recent
OFSTED report noted, ‘St Mary’s helps pupils to develop
confidence and gain self-esteem.” In today’s world, this is
an all-important life-skill to learn.

The PTFA ran a very successful and enjoyable Valentine’s
Disco and raised £200 for the school. There was an
excellent turnout, and the children had a fantastic time
singing, dancing and learning the latest moves! Our thanks
go to those parents and staff who supervised and helped set
up and clear away afterwards, and of course to Martin, the
DJ, and the children for making it such a successful event.

Our Year 6 pupils took part in a Public Speaking
Competition held at Mountfitchet High School, sponsored
by the Stansted and Stortford Valley Rotary Club. Six
schools in the local area took part, each submitting a team
of four pupils. Two read from a choice of pre-set passages,
another spoke for two minutes on a topic of their choice and
the fourth pupil introduced the team. Once again, we are
very proud of their performance, and congratulate them on
what must have been a nerve-racking experience!
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I was fortunate to have been in school during a brilliant
performance of The History of Rock ‘n’ Roll. This was a
fully interactive show involving a live band, aimed at
broadening their musical experience. Whilst the staff were
taken on a trip down memory lane (!), the children were
encouraged to sing along, dance, and join in the actions!
Judging by the laughter and smiles on their faces, and the
enthusiastic dancing, they all had a wonderful afternoon.
Whilst sessions like this are somewhat unconventional and
not a specific part of the curriculum, they allow children to
broaden their knowledge in an atmosphere of fun, and
experience something in a first hand way. I wish I were
back at school!

Whilst we were all enjoying our half-term break, the
builders were in replacing windows, as part of an on-going
improvement programme. A school, it seems, is seldom
quiet!

With so much to look back on and celebrate, we have much
to look forward to and anticipate. Lancelot and the Knights
of the Round Table are coming to St Mary’s for another
visual spectacular! And a new Recorder Club begins for
those children with musical aspirations. More next month!

And finally, the PTFA would like to welcome you to a
Music Quiz during the evening of Friday 26th March. Last
year this was a great evening’s entertainment and a night to
remember. If you would like to join us, and all are very
welcome, tickets, priced £6.50 (including light supper, bring
your own refreshments) are available from the school
office. Why not get together with a few friends and test
your musical knowledge?

Who said school isn’t fun!
Jane Granger
PTFA Member

NLP Solutions -
to life's little problems!

Solving even a small problem could make a BI6
difference

Stress & Anger Management
Anxiety, Depression, Sleep problems
Smoking, Weight Loss, "bad habits”
Trauma, Abuse, Allergy, Phobias, Spelling Difficulties, ADD

All SOLVED inonly 1~ 3 sessions!

Why let the past run your future?
Call today: 01279 817976
or email Link@NLPsolutions.com
www.NLPsolutions.com

Sian Lloyd MBA
Certified NLP Trainer & Master Practitioner
Registered Timeline ® Practitioner

Also available: NLP Training & Workshops,
Team Development, Personal & Career Coaching




Nature Notes

Chaste Snowdrop, venturous harbinger of spring
And pensive monitor of fleeting years!

So wrote Wordsworth in his poem ‘To a Snowdrop’ and the
snowdrop is indeed a sign that spring is on its way. With
the relatively mild winter we have been enjoying,
snowdrops were already flowering in some gardens in
January, but the large drifts of snowdrops in the woods
appeared in their traditional month of February. (In fact, an
alternative name for the snowdrop is February fairmaid.)

It is difficult to tell whether snowdrops in the countryside
are garden escapes or a native wild flower. There is no
trace of snowdrop pollen in prehistoric peatbogs, although
bluebell and stitchwort are present. The first mention of the
snowdrop as a garden plant was in 1633 in a revised edition
of Gerard’s Herbal and it was only in the 1770s that it was
recorded as growing wild in Gloucestershire and
Worcestershire. However, it is generally believed that
snowdrops were around much earlier as they are

often found on sites associated with monasteries and
churches. In these situations they 7 £

may have originally been planted as L'“‘ ..j.” ’3?. \
a symbol of purity for gathering on j-‘r' 9 ; { A
- RN

) ¥

2nd February, the feast of the ¥
Purification of the Blessed Virgin .'_' ] Iu'r
(Candlemas).
Gal anthus

Snowdrops can also indicate the HialiE

site of a former dwelling or garden. * ¥ E
Locally they grow extensively in Durrell’s Wood, near the
airport railway spur on the western side of the motorway.
(There was a derelict house there in the ‘80s.) They usually
increase by division of the bulbs, rather than by seed, and
can form massive colonies.

Rosina Kirkwood

Exclusive Idian Cuisine
FREE Home Delivery

Take-away available

10% discount
on orders over £10
on collection

8 Chapel Hill
Stansted
Essex CM24 8AG

01279 815688
01279 812774
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A final reminder that the last concert this season will be on
Saturday 20th March at 8.00pm, when one of the country’s
best young pianists, Damien Girvin, will be coming to
Stansted to perform a programme of music which includes
items that will appeal to all tastes.

Damien was born in Cheshire and was awarded a
scholarship in 1991 in order to pursue studies at the Royal
Northern College of Music, where he was taught by
Bernard Roberts and Renna Kellaway and was the recipient
of many awards and prizes. After graduation, he continued
studying at the RNCM with support from The Countess of
Munster Musical Trust and the Hattori Foundation. Further
studies took him to Amsterdam — working with John Perry
— and to the Royal Irish Academy in Dublin under
Professor John O’Conor.

Damien has had numerous competition successes including
the first prize in the European Beethoven Competition and
he is now enjoying an increasingly demanding concert
schedule, with recital and concerto appearances at home and
abroad. Venues have included St Martin-in-the-Fields,
Manchester’s Bridgewater Hall, the Palau de la Musica
(Valencia) and the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam.

His programme will include

Beethoven’s Pathetique Sonata Opus 13

Brahms’ Original Variations Op 21 No 1

Chopin’s Prelude in D flat, Nocturne in F sharp, and Waltz
in D flat

Schumann’s Kinderzenen Op 15

Poulenc’s Three Novelettes

Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsodie No 2

The concert, in St John’s Church, Stansted, will start at
8.00pm and tickets are £9, concessions £7, children £3, and
children of members £1.

Available from:

Stansted Carpets, Chapel Hill, Stansted
Nockolds Solicitors, Market Square,
Bishop’s Stortford

Options Hairdressers, Elsenham

Sonia Levy, 31 Chapel Hill, Stansted
(01279 815282)

or at the door.

We feel sure that many will want to take the opportunity to
hear this highly talented and acclaimed young man. ‘The
Times’ described Damien’s playing as “poetic”, and, with
this wonderful programme of music to look forward to, we
should be in for quite an evening!

Alan Corbishley



ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL

Many readers will have read the recent correspondence and
articles in the national press on the subject of local taxation,
which clearly is now in such a state that it is time for
reform.

As matters stand, the present system, based on a grant from
Central Government (the largest part) together with local
taxation on houses, no longer meets the circumstances;
especially so when Central Government is either ‘ring-
fencing’ particular elements of the central grant for
particular purposes, or directing local government to carry
out new and specific tasks without providing new funding
to meet the cost.

It is obvious to all that this situation cannot go on and the
Government says it will begin the process of review with
the intention of providing something better. What this will
be will appear in due course, but many will agree that a
system must be set up which places responsibility on local
government both to raise taxes to meet local needs, and to
spend the sums raised responsibly so local administrations
can be called to account at election time. Unless this action
is taken, interest in local government will fall to even lower
levels than at present, to the detriment of political life and
efficient local services.

Whilst on this subject, readers will be interested to know
that the local Council Tax raise increase for Essex for 2004/
5 is proposed at 4.7%, a contrast with the rate set for 2003/4
of 16.7%.

The Council Tax split is as follows:

¢ County rate 77% of total

e District rate 11% of total

e Policy Authority 8% of total

e Fire Authority 4% of total (a new charge this
year)

This means that a charge for a Band D property will change
from £851.19 to £891.54. Readers can expect and welcome
a smaller overall figure. Let us hope this trend will
continue until a new system is introduced.

Should any reader wish to discuss this subject further they
should contact the undersigned on 01279 812588.

Richard Wallace
County Councillor Stansted Division

SNIPPETS 2

Multiple congratulations are due to several local people for
earning Community Service Awards. Gladys Miller helps the
Cannons Mead residents in so many ways, while Frances
Spalding, Pamela Seavers and Cath Whall are long standing
volunteers at the Day Centre. Sandra Embleton and Hannah
Repkin (from Gt. Easton) are stalwart workers for the Huw
Johnson Club. Nigel Holland, also a Huw Johnson supporter,
is a key member of the Art and Craft committee. Stansted
would be a much poorer place without folk like these.

We hear that this year marks the 25th anniversary of
Bentfield Primary School and that former pupils and staff
from the first five years will be gathering for celebrations on
May 1st and 2nd. If you think you may be eligible,

ring 813734, Editor
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Congratulations to Sandra Embleton and Hannah Ropkins
on receiving Community Awards for their work at the Huw
Johnson Club. We are so pleased that all they do for our
members has been publicly recognised. Both ladies, apart
from being at Club helping to organise the evening week by
week, also drive on a regular basis and frequently step in to
fill the gaps when other drivers are unavailable. (A news
flash. We need more drivers.) On the Club’s annual
holiday they are towers of strength tackling any crisis with
common sense and plenty of humour. Both Sandra and
Hannah have children with a learning disability and all our
members benefit from the understanding this brings. Most
important of all however is that everyone at Club loves
them and the cheers which greeted them when they arrived
at Club after the award ceremony shows how much we all
appreciate them.

Now a belated thank you to everyone who came to our
Christmas Concert. The highlight of the evening was our
version of Stars in their Eyes. I have never heard so much
laughter or laughed so much myself as Tom, Derek, Hannah
and Sandra transformed themselves into Elvis Presiey, Tom
Jones, Dolly Parton and Shirley Bassey. It’s amazing how
not only did they look the part when they were dressed for
the competition, they also looked suspiciously like Simon,
Gavin, Emma and Jenny, four of our members. Of course
we must not forget the compere of this event, Matthew
Kelly, who not only gave his time free of charge but looked
very much like Garry King. If you missed this event make
sure you are in the audience in December 2004.

On Friday 7th May we are holding a Service of
Thanksgiving at St John’s Church for the Huw Johnson
Club. It is 30 years since Huw died and the Club will be
celebrating its 30th birthday this year. Everyone is invited
to join us and enjoy an evening of fun and celebration.

I do hope you saw the news flash in paragraph one.

Marion Johnson

MCM Computer
Services

A Reliable and Friendly Service for
Homes and Businesses

Computer Systems * Upgrades & Repairs ¢ Parts & Peripherals

* FREE Telephone Advice
* No Call-Out Charge
* No Fix, No Fee on all home user systems
* Fixed Price + FREE collection and
return for workshop repairs
* On-Site Repairs, £30 1st hr,
£20 per hour thereafter
Tel: 01279 813227 / 07815 011925
9am-9pm Mon - Sat
www.mcmcomputerservices.co.uk




MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

There was consternation a week prior to the February
meeting when it was discovered that the speaker who had
been booked for the meeting had moved several hundred
miles away and would not be attending! However the last-
minute replacement speaker, John Weston, gave an excellent
and interesting illustrated talk entitled ‘The Beauty of
Flowers’.

The intent of the talk was to show the audience what they
miss when looking at flowers. Although there were
conventional photographs of plants, John Weston
concentrated on showing highly magnified photographs of
parts of plants, such as stigmata, anthers, and petals. Most
of the photographs were of plants from his garden, and
included spring bulbs, cyclamen, polyanthus, azaleas,
alyssum, delphinium and many more. So buy yourself a
small magnifying glass and start looking more closely at the
flowers — you will be amazed at what you have been
missing!

At the end of the talk David Harrison (Vice Chairman)
thanked Mr. Weston for his talk which was much
appreciated by the audience.

The next meeting, on Wednesday 3rd March at the Day
Centre at 8.00pm will inciude a talk ‘Woven cane items to
use with plants’ by Mrs. Olivia Elton-Barrett. For non-
members the admission fee is 75p; please join us - you will
be most welcome.

David Loynds

The month of February has proved to be action-packed for
Rainbow Pre-school. Children in the older group have been
doing work on the theme of ‘Our Village’ and as part of the
topic they visited Stansted Windmill to see how flour used
to be produced. Later in the term they will visit a bakery to
watch how flour becomes bread.

They have also been able to use flour themselves; mixing
up a batter for pancakes on Shrove Tuesday. Children in
the older group and a few enthusiastic parents took part in
our annual pancake races which were fiercely contended by
young and old alike!

The children have also shown their culinary talents in our
Sponsored Cake Bake at the beginning of the month. Every
child made five chocolate crispy cakes for which they were
sponsored by friends and family. Parents then paid 50p to
take the plate of cakes home for tea. And very tasty they
were too!

We are looking forward to our Easter events. Children in all
groups will be performing concerts on the last day of term
and we are holding an Easter Party on the afternoon of

Sunday 4th April in St John’s Church Hall. There will be
fun and games and a party tea plus the opportunity to take
part in our Annual Easter Bonnet Competition. Tickets for
this event will be available after half term but don’t leave it
too late as numbers are strictly limited.

If you are interested in a place at the Pre-school from
September please contact Gill Pursglove on 814701 for
further information.

MARCH

This month is named after Mars the Roman god of war,
second only to Jupiter. From various annual ceremonies
that were held in Rome, it appears that he was originally an
agricultural deity who guarded the fields.

"Beware the Ides of March" was the warning in
Shakespeare's Julius Caesar. The Ides (not plural) is
mentioned several times in the play. It was one of three
dates each month by which the Roman calendar was
calculated, originally based on the phases of the moon. The
Ides were the time of the full moon, Nones when the moon
reached its first quarter and Kalends spanned the last two
lunar phases.

Later the calendar became fixed as:

The Kalends, always on the 1st of the month

The Nones, 5th or 7th

The Ides, 15th in March, July, October and May (months
with 31 days) and 13th in the other months.

Nones always occurred nine days before the Ides. All other
dates were calculated by counting backwards inclusively
from these days. So, 22nd March is ‘10 days before the
Kalends of April’, 10th October would be ‘six days before
the Ides of October’ and 2nd January is ‘four days before
the Nones of January’.

All clear now?!!!

A march in music was designed to keep soldiers marching
in step, hence a procession or demonstration.

A march can also be a boundary or frontier (e.g. between
England and Scotland or Wales) or disputed land between
two countries.

New Year's Day was once the 25th March.
"The month in which the world bigan,
That highte March, when god first maked man"
(from The Nonne Preestes Tale - Chaucer)

Don't forget that towards the end of March our clocks
‘spring’ forward.

March is considered a windy month. "March winds and
April showers bring forth May flowers."

Shakespeare in ‘The Winter's Tale’ wrote:
".... daffodils, that come before the swallow dares,
and take the winds of March with beauty ...."

A lovely thought to end on.

Peggy Honour
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in STANSTED

Jesus on Irial

A day of activities and a performance
at St John's, Stansted

for children and young people, aged 5-15
£2 per person, bring your own lunch

Weigh the evidence
make up your mind.
Good Friday - 9th April 2004 - 9:00am start

Register early to ensure a place on the day

Contact Sandra Wood (01279) 647054
or Katy Dockerill (01279) 812997
for details or to offer help
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“IESUS CRISTO o . G

He is dangerous, He's criminal, He’s divine
let’s oppose him let’s execute him let’s worship him
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CHILDREN’S SWIMMING LESSONS
ONLY £37.50!

* 12 week course and no waiting list!
» All ASA qualified teachers
» Small classes (12 max)
= No spectator fee and no membership fee
= Free assessments

< By Grange Paddocks
nge Pool & Gym
o .I?‘G_YM_ Rye St, Bishop’s Stortford

For more information on lessons
Telephone our Lesson Co-ordinator Lynn Crick

Tel: 01279 652332

EAST;
@
East Herts Council providing value for money

=

[r_

GRAHAM SCHOOL
OF DANCE

R.A.D. Ballet Classes held in Stansted

Also at Bishop's Stortford
Classes in Ballet, Tap & Modern Dance,
Drama & Singing
For details & prospectus please
tel 01371 878410 or visitus at

www.grahamschoolofdance.fsnet.co.uk

email: philip@grahamschoolofdance.fsnet.co.uk J
N /

HEARING HELP| |[ are vou unasie To J.D.W.
U ‘I"I‘ L E S l‘_’ 0 R D ATTEND TO A LOVED ONE'S GAS HEATING SPECIALIST
? Boiler Servicing
ot ConiaD) GRAVE OR MEMORIAL? | ||~ soierserviing
Free hearing help - ;f;gegsu:lﬂﬁﬁcf{cgs
sessions at I"i‘j gas app
Stansted Day Centre (e Carbon Monoxide Testing
between 3] Boiler Replacements
L General Plumbi
10 am and noon on the (C):I';ER tomty tmsimess. Wiy Coo?ceerlnsmllaﬁlggs
last Tuesda r 3
f each yh MAINTENANCE \ 4§ / 24 Hour Call Qut
ot each mont AND , % CORGI Registered
For information ring E:,:A(ES OF \?,- Ex. British Gas
HELPLINE 07659 550127 MEMORIALS . Contact Julian
(2 am - 4 pm) AND GRAVES 25 Benftfield Causeway
OR Tel 01279 816083
01799 522915 or 01371 873310 BROCHURE WITHOUT OBLIGATION or 07967 366585
Registered Charity No. 289280 01371 870 635 ’

Painting & Decorating Service

Sptlash Of Colour

Fully Insured
Clean & Reliable

All References
Mobile 7 07831 695879

Office

™ 01277 899824

11 - 13 Cambridge Rd
Stansted CM24 8BX

AUTQP@[N T ~ TellFax 01279 813311
CAR SALES of STANSTED ~ QUALITY USED CARS
12 month RAC comprehensive warranty
Pre-delivery and safety inspection

12 months MOT

Part exchange welcome

H.P.IL check

Finance arranged

HEHEHEEH
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48 MullucksWells

FOR A PROFESSIONAL
APPROACH AND EXPERT ADVICE
ONALL YOUR
PROPERTY MATTERS

Country Properties
Town Houses
Residential Lettings
Commercial Sales, Management and
Letting
Surveys and Valuations

6 GREEN BUILDINGS
CAMBRIDGE ROAD
STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

TEL: 01279816816

web: www.mullucks.co.uk
email: stansted@mullucks.co.uk

- Collectables, Teddy Bears,
Cards, Diecast Models
Traditional Toys & Games
Wood & Pottery Gifts
Dolls Houses & Miniatures
Jigsaws & more.....

LITTLE BEARS
Tel 01279 816022

www. littlebears.co.uk
email. little.bears@btinternet.com

42 CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED, ESSEX

CARPET TILES - SAFETY FLOORING
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

AN O

HUGE SEI >

WALLPAPER

BORROW THE BOOK - CHOOSE AT HOME

EDDIE RO ¢
Fish & Chips —
BBQ Chicken
Southern Fried Chicken
Pukka Pies
Beef Burgers

Station Road, Stansted CM24 8BE
01279 817307

Regisrered cﬁarity number 10049801

St John'’s Road
Stansted

For children aged
2% to rising 5

For details please contact
Ann Conroy on
07966 506997 or

Gill Pursglove on
01279 814701

| patrick

howard
design
associates

BRAEMAR HOUSE, WATER LANE,
STANSTED, ESSEX. CM24 88/.
Tel: (01279) 817342 Fax: (01279) 647086

E-mail: phdassocs@aol.com

PARKINS PLANTS

MILL POND GARDEN CENTRE, MILL ROAD,
HENHAM Tel: 851937

QUALITY PLANTS, HANGING BEASKETS
AND GARDEN SUNDRIES
LARGE SIE]LJECTJION OF TERRACOTTA POTS
D GARDEN ORNAMENTS

e O 9% ¥

FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES
AND SCOOP YOUR OWN FROZEN FRUIT & VEG

8 28 28

PET FOOD, LIVESTOCK FEEDS
& WILD BIRD FEEDS

b . O, 9

BOTTLE GAS, COAL, LOGS
WATER SOFTENER SALT AND A LOT MORE

OPEN SIX DAYS & WEEK - CLOSED TUESDAYS

q‘ CITY&COUNTRY

RESIDENTIAL

Bentfield Place, Bentfield Road,
Stansted, Essex CM24 8HL

CHARACTER INTERIORS INCLUDE:

* Vaulted ceilings, gailerled areas

* Solid oak kitchens

« Designer sanitaryware throughout

* Feature fireplaces

* Combination of floaring supplled,
including oak, siate and carpeting

+ 10 minutes walk to BR station

PRICES FROM E495,000
VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

UNIQUE 3 & 4 BEDROOM GRADE 1l LISTED BARN CONVERSIONS

AWARD WINNING DEVELOPER
Office hours: Mon-Fri/8.30am-6pm

To arrange a viewing please
call Residential Sales on
01279 817882 or
E:sales@cityandcountry.co.uk

www.cityandcountry.co.uk

R
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CARERS u«
Uttlesford District Branch

“Caring about the Carer”
Carers are the biggest provider of
health and social care in the UK.
We offer help, support and advice
If you would like to know more about us,
call us now on:

01371 875810
Uttlesford Carers
12 Stortford Road, Great Dunmow CM6 1DA

Registered Charity No. 246329

Ickleton Village Hall

L] o
tiddlywinkg sorr eay
for accompanied Under 4's|
No need to book'

Newport Village Hall.. Tues 9.30-11.30 am
..... Wed 10-12 noon
S/Walden Golden Acre ..Thurs 9.30-11 am

Stansted Quaker Hall ........Fri 9.30-11 am
£3 / child Special rates for siblings
Plus excellent baby area - Safe & Clean

Tel:01799 550830 Also Party hirel

f? DY)
ARE YOU
RETIRED?
Then a warm welcome

awaits you at the
Stansted Day Centre.

Term fime only

COPYZONE

&
Z CcOPYZONEf@l 4
ARCHIVING LTD

For
Printing, Copying
and Archiving
Please call:
Tel: 01279 657769

www.copyzone.co.uk

J DAY & SON

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Stone Works, Station Road,
Bishop’s Stortford

' Tel 01279 654555 or 653450

%o
S
10.00 am W )
—— tO 2.._
4.00 pm
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday

A4 @

Come and enjoy the friendly
atmosphere at -
Crafton Green,
top of Chapel Hill.
Tel. 815091

I\

!

¥ lunches dh snacks ¢

social activities

74

- Ground Preparation
- Brickwork

O Assoaidng of
Lundacaps ooty

N

“oﬂ()UR & g

<  (LANDSCAPE)
GARDEN DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
- Paving
- Lawns

PHONE OR FAX

g 01279 813160

59 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted

L
2.

- Planting
- Fencing

Funeral Directors

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

PERSONAL ATTENTION

AND UNDERSTANDING
Established 1888

Day and 2 Chapel Hill
. Stansted
Night CM24 8AG
Personal 01279

Service 813219

CLARKS LANE
EPPING CM16 4NJ

Also at

Pre-
payment
Plans

Available

01992 572609

P
ANTIQUES RESTORATION

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Repairs ~ Polishing ~ Cabinet Making

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

PETER WORBY Tel 01920 821973

\
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POTHECARY & BARRATT
SOLICITORS

Providing Legal Services for
People & Businesses

For Professional Advice You Can Trust

Call Us
& 01279 506421
email: mail@pothecary.co.uk
or visit
www.pothecary.co.uk
White Horse Court, North Street
Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2LD
Clients’ parking and Disabled Access
Also in the City of London
Wills, Probate & Trusts - Commercial & Residential Conveyancing

Charities and Ecclesiastical Law - Corporate & Commercial Matters
Litigation & Matrimonial - Landlord & Tenant

Members of the Lawyers Christian Fellowship




Alzheimer’s

Dementia care & research

Help, support & advice

for people with
dementia and those
who care for them

Uttlesford Branch
12 Stortford Road
Great Dunmow
CM6 1DA

Tel 01371 872519

Email:
alzheimers@uttlesford.freeserve.co

| Decoratni o

Reliable Painting and Decorating Services

Andrew Richardson
Tel: 01279 817282
Mob: 07980 439924

- 20 years experience
- References available
« Fully qualified

« Competitive rates

CGustomen mﬁ@éfﬂﬁ}w dz,cfmxmfzzéw/

K INGs

FAIV[ILY B UTCHERS

Lower Street, Stansted

PRIME SCOTCH BEEF
DAIRY. FED PORK
ENGUSH & WELSH LAMB
HOME MADE SAUSAGES
HOME COOKED HAM
ADDIMVE-FREE COOKED MEATS
HORMONE-FREE FRESH MEATS
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES

Tel 01279 812219

)/

b

' CORBETT ELECTRICAL
Electrical Contractor

Rewires ~ Extra Sockets & Lights

INTER7C0UNTY

The area’s qudlng lndependent Estate Agents
Tel 01279 814400

8 Cambridge Road, Stansted

Inspection & Testing ~ Repairs

31 Rainsford Road, Stansted Tel: 01279 816577

also at Saffron Walden and Bishop’s Stortford
www.infercounty.co.uk

-

~ jirchanger
\ ) Nursery Unit

Ages 2k - Syears
morning & afternoon sessions

Own building in beautiful
village school grounds

Excellent facilities
& outdoor play areas

Well qualified staff

Outstanding OFSTED Report
(Nov 1999)

Come & visit - you will be
made very welcome

For further A MEMEEROF
information tel go‘?t
814037 or 0777 3730754 ‘Einmna

FOSTER
PLUMBING
&
HEATING

Mr I K Foster
Speckled Hen Cottage
27 Chapel Street
Stoke by Clare, Sudbury
Suffolk CO10 8HS

Tel 01787 279146
Mobile 07774 654378

VICKERS

SOLICITORS

Friendly & personal service
Fixed fee Conveyancing
Litigation
Wills & Probate

Free initial consultation

Advice & assistance at
reasonable cost
Prompt attention

Please contact Julian Vickers
16 Lower Street,
Stansted CM24 8LP

Tel: 01279 817871 Fax: 01279 817877
Email: julian(@vickerslaw.demon.co.uk
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ASPIRATIONS

9 Hole Golf Course
Pay and Play
Health & Fitness Suite
Memberships Available
Driving Range
Open 7 Days a week

™ 01279 812865

25 LL

HEALTH STuDIO
Our beauty therapy suite provides the ideal
environment in which to experience some of the
most deeply therapeutic treatments available

Telephone 01279 817277 to book an appointment

Ray Morton

PAINTER & DECORATOR
GENERAL HANDYMAN

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

Tel 01279 812792
8 Mill Close, Elsenham

M COLLINS

Family News
NEWSAGENT TOBACCONIST
CONFECTIONERS
AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANERS

Chapel Hill
Tel 01279 812049

Chartered Accountants
Davidson Oakley & Co

We provide a friendly and efficient professional
accountancy and taxation service for local
businesses and individuals including:

Self Assessment Tax Returns

Accountancy and Audit
Management Accounts
Business Tax

Free Initial Consultation

Please tel 01279 813294

Forge House, 39-41 Cambridge Rd,
Stansted CM24 8BX

/" R JOHNSTON cs6 rFs \
Qualified Tree Surgeon
Fully Insured
Pruning
Dismantling
Hedge Trimming
Trees/Shrubs supplied &  planted
Contract Maintenance /

P Celebrations &

Balloons for that Special Occasion ;

;thther you need a single balloon or
% balloons for a large party, f
we can accommodate all your needs.
We have a vast selection of ballooris to
cater for all occasions.

Have that special gift wrapped into a balloon.

. ldeal for new baby, flowers,
“% wedding gifts for bridesmaids etc

& All orders can be placed by telephone
' so call us now on 01279 814815

All major credit cards accepted

k Tel 01920 821595
O

CmPuTER .

A | RAINING

Working in parntnership with Harlow College

START IT for beginners
SurfDirect

CiTY & GUILDS Level 1
ECDL

WEB DESIGN C & G Level 2
E-Quals - Computer Maintenance
A+ - Computer Maintenance
C.E.S - Certificate in Employment Skills
Essential Skills Training

e ® 2 95 0 6 ¢ o 9

www.itecharlow.co.uk
office@itecharlow. co. uk

01279 401540

Hariow {TeC OO —
Laton Bush Centre [
Southerm Way I-I | e ' :"{
Haurfons

Harlow | TeC welcomes applications from all members of society

Essex. CM18 7BL Geotting on with M
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CARERS uk

Uttlesford District Branch

“Caring about the Carer”
Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill
on 2= Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

For further information call us on

01371 875810
Registered Charity No. 246329

LINDEN HOUSE ANTIQUES (Est 1969)

Do call and view our good selection of Antique
English Fumiture in Mahogany, Oak & Wainuf

Open Weekdays 10 am - 5 pm, Sundays 1 -4 pm

3 Silver Street, Stansted Tel: 01279 812372

cgreenways Financial Planning
Independent Financial Advisers

» Free Consultations
+ Confidential Home Visits
* No Fees Charged

Professional friendly advice on

Life Assurance * Pensions including Stakeholder
Mortgages * Investments including ISAs / PEPs
Critical lliness * Income Protection
Annuities « Long Term Care « Estate Planning

Greenways
Park Road, Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel / Fax 01279 816622
A member of DBS Financial Management plc which is regulated by the
Financial Services Authority. DBS is part of the MYSIS group of companies.

The FSA does not regulate mortgages nor all forms of critical iliness income
protection & long term care

Chiropodist
Sue Leech MSSCh MBChA

9, Mill Road, Henham

7 07881 942836
Surgery / Home Visits

Kate Harnrison

Madle to measure curtains, pelmets & blinds.
Loose covers, cushions & upbolstery.

I can supply fabrics, trimmings, tracks etc.
Please call for free advice & measuring service

Tel /fax 777452 Email: kateharrison_  @yahoo.co.uk

— HIRE THE NEWLY REFURBISHED

Ugley Village Hall

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, the refurbished Ugley Village Hall on
Cambridge Road is ideal for clubs, classes, functions,

children's parties and social meetings.

Bookings or further information please call Susan Bone 01279 814052 ——

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)
MOT Testing ~ Diesel & Catalyst

Selection of New & Used Cars
Accident Recovery Work
Welding & Chassis Repairs
Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre
Calor Gas Stockist

We help YOU the motorist by

e cheaper labour rate
» guaranteed workmanship
e free collection & delivery in local area

Familiar with most makes of vehicles
including four wheel drives

Please ring Malc or Neil on 01279 813315 or 815246

Lower Street Clinic
36 Lower Street, Stansted

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy

Safe and effective methods of healing which
look beyond the symptom or the disease and
treat the person as a whole

JAN RICKWOOD

MIGPP LCHE MIFA
Tel: 01279 850727
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David Webb Travel

An Independent Travel Agency
You Can Depend On

CRUISES, INCLUSIVE TOURS, FLIGHTS
CAR RENTAL, COACH HOLIDAYS
UK BREAKS, HOTELS, FERRIES

INSURANCE, TAILOR-MADE ITINERARIES

3 The Greens Building
Cambridge Road
Stansted Essex CM24 8BZ
Tel. 01279 815507

Member of Travel Trust Association (B1170

ONWARD DRIVER TRAINING

‘Safe driving for life’
Driving Standards Agency Approved Instructor and Assessor

* Learner Tuition: Manual and Automatic dual-controlled
Fiat Puntos - friendly non-smoking environment with in-car
laptop & video for Theory & Hazard Perception Training.

*  ‘Pass Plus’ Registered Instructor

» Advanced and Defensive Driver Training

¢ Company and Fleet Driver Training and Assessment
(for compliance with HSE requirements)

*  Motorway Tuition and incident management

*  Refresher and Confidence-Building Courses
(Parking, Manoeuvring, Economy and Winter driving)

*  4x4 and 6x6 Off-Road Tuition (client vehicle, including
winching, self-recovery, commercial and leisure)

* Personal and Vehicle Safety Training

Philip Hastings, Dip.DI, ADI
19, Cawkell Close,-Stansted Mountfitchet, CM24 8|F
01279 815571
email: DrivingOnward@aol.com
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NIGHTS

Protect and
preserve with

K
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r"‘ BATHROOMS « TILES * ACCESSORIES

“3 DUBBLES

ol
[
: ol
WINDOWS El E’
Knights Windows Np more repa|r|ng @) ol
PVC-U or pal inti ng... [2) 27-29 High Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 IAT [}
replacement % 01799 522488 / www.bubbles-bathrooms.co.uk %
fascias, soffits, guttering, bargeboards
and cladding B Thinking of a New Bathroom? [
Call us now, % 0]
. . ] FREE, on 9]
P R oWs: 0800 294 0652 @ Then why not visit us where we can offer ~ [3
Completely maintenance free and make . :
v/ Will not warp, crack, discolour or 1 B 0] the complete service, from design to ]|
blister . pa:)r; t':g aast'!"g [  completion, which includes a 6 year IBSA 0l
v'Resistant to weather and other & % backed guarantee at %
pollutants ; - no extra cost to yourself.
‘/Enduring quallty V/:////w/t/ﬂﬂ.lw//ﬂ///Ml'///wlt/m;. El » '555\ SH ""-_ E]
¥ Choiceof fnishes | 77/l |ty | 1 IBSA, .1BsA: O
‘/AII work guaranteed | i jmell e foks Juhn‘ﬁ;ma" SIanscl?vllszSasTeé EI e “Terms and conditions apply on 6 year guarantee N EI
Managing Director | 01279 647999 D] ‘2 04 3]
EEEEHEEEEEEREEEEEEEEREEE
&)

Daniel Robinson & Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

& Monumental Masons
A personal caring service from a family business
day or night

Our trained staff will be pleased to give free confidential
advice on any matter

79/81 South Street
Bishop's Stortford
Tel. 01279 655477

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth
Tel. 01279 722476

146 High Street

Epping
Tel. 01992 560890

Wych Eim
Harlow
Tel. 01279 426990

- 0L (4] ;:-‘1—'

% Haslers Lane _"” 3

@ Great Dunmow ?
[ oA |

Phetl Tel. 01371 874518 ('Em

-\24-11011" Jamily careline « Golden Charter Pre-Payment Plans ¥

HIGH HOUSE
Montessori Day Nursery
(opposite Stansted Airport Terminal)

Accepts children from 3 months to 5 years
Excellent Ofsted Report
Nursery & Baby sections, small class ratio with qualified staff
Approved for Government funding for children 3+
Flexible hours and days according to needs of child and parent
Full day care available 8 am to 6 pm
Open 51 weeks a year

For further information please ring 01279 870898

MEADOW
Montessori Day Nursery
Saffron Walden
Accepts children from 2 to 5 years
Traditional values of Montessori teaching with structured reading,
language and number. Children accepted full or part time, flexible
hours, excellent ratio. Excellent Ofsted Report.
Open 51 weeks a year

For further information please ring 01799 513858




59 EThe
Y Mill

:t'_g,p)li ™ House

Quality traditional cuisine served with
original flair, friendliness & finesse
that will ignite your appetite.

Open Tuesday through to
and including Sunday Lunch,
1lam-3pm&7pm-11 pm

D

(HELPLINE |
07659 550127

If you have a PROBLEM /.
or are in need of :
ASSISTANCE

/i Monday - Friday ;q

" 9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Kb I VSR T3 151 313 L i B A

\ Stansted's voluntary community care servicy

JAMES BARR NISSAN
13 NORTHGATE END,
BISHOPS STORTFORD.

TEL: 01279 653365

OPENING HOURS 6AM-G30PM MONDAY TQ FRIDAY
B30AM-5FM SATURDAY AND 10AM-4PM SUNDAY
www.jamesbarrnissan.co.uk

Bring this advert and get a free K ' '
bottle of house wine when you spend r ) ;
over £25 :
)
Natasha Caton :
30a Lower Street
Stansted Mountfitchet
b Essex

han 01279816991 g

COPYZONE LTD
WWW.COPYZONE.CO.UK

STANSTED ALIL-STEEL

Custom Manufacture
Security Grills v 1 = Residential
Rai]ings 4.-*-‘ Il‘;_l! I‘l &
Gates etc. ” [! l HL‘L_ Commercial
All Styles Ta H— All Sizes

Tel: 01279 817801 Fax: 01279 817802 Mobile: 07785 772341
Corner Buildings, Parsonage Estate, Stansted, CM24 8TY

This could be the answer to your problems if

you have:- frn LSS,
Allergies, Arthritis, Blood A X

o . 0 ‘;‘iw,i,l '\‘ I;"L\N'
Pressure, Constipation, Dietary !

e e i e i oo o e

problems, Gastric complaints,
Menstrual or Menopausal symptoms,
Skin complaints, or Stress

All of these and many other
conditions can be helped with
Herbal Medicine

For an appointment contact:-
Patricia Taylor BSc. MNIMH, MCPP
Medical Herbalist

Lower Street Clinic
36 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 8LP
Telephone 01279 810957

T T e e e L S e
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CHIMNEYS

Guest House

Iain & Selina Rankin

44 Lower Street
Stansted Mountfitchet

Essex CM24 8LR

Tel / Fax: 01279 813388
Email: info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk
www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

T v v v v v v v v v v v v v v

I'(
X
o
L
d
b
b
5
Q
3
<
"¢
b
"¢
!
:!
0
e
U
v
¢
"
g
¢
»
4
e
q
b

q
"4
b

U
<
i
"
b

¢
b

i«
b

¢
»

q
»
[
:<I
K
v'l
4
¢
»

q
L3

[
e
I

LOWER STREET CLINIC

36 Lower Street, Stansted

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS

Jacolin Sheaf DO & Associates

Specialists in treatment of spinal, joint & muscle pain,
headaches, trapped nerves & sports injuries

Treatment suitable for all ages, including children

Tel: 01279 815907

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST
Richard Handford BSc, SRCh, MChs

Specialising in routine chiropody, sports injuries,
ultrasound, biomechanics, orthotics,
nail surgery & verrucae

Tel: 01279 647337




