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B BATHROOMS ¢+ TILES » ACCESSORIES

27 - 29 High Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 1AT
7= 01799 522488 / www.bubbles-bathrooms.co.uk

Thinking of a New Bathroom?

completion, which includes a 6 year IBSA
backed guarantee at
no extra cost to yourself.
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| VALLEY CARPETS
EE The Carpet Specialist for

Et Quality Carpets and Fitting for all
! Domestic & Contract Floorcoverings

Ei For an appointment please contact:
2 Stuart & Sue Timms

Ef 25 Cambridge Rd, Stansted

$ Tel: 01279 817757

EE www.valley-carpets.co.uk

g Email: info@valley-carpets.co.uk
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04 Also at:

¢ 121 London Road
%\ Sawbridgeworth
Tel: 01279 724041

&
ﬁ the complete service, from design to
%
&
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J.O.W.
GAS HEATING SPECIALIST
Fo STE R Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns
PLUMB[NG of Central Heating
& all gas appliances
& Carbon Monoxide Testin,
arbon Monoxide Tes
H EATI N G Boiler Replacements ¢
General Plumbi
- lr(?(li l:l Fo s(t:ertt Cooker Installations
pe2c7 éh ers tO :ge 24 Hour Call Out
apel stree CORGI Registered
Stoke by Clare, Sudbury Ex. British Gas
Suffolk CO10 8HS Contoct Julicn
25 Bentfield Causeway
Tel 01787 279146 Tel 01279 816083
Mobile 07774 654378 or 07967 366585

Exceptional standard of accommodation
ETB 4 Diamond Rating with Silver Award
Al guest rooms have ensuite facilities
Open All Year including Christmas
lain & Selina Rankin
Chimneys
44 | ower Street, Stansted,

Essex CM24 8LR

Tel/fax: 01279 813388
Email: info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

Web: www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

ALDWYCH CONSTRUCTION

23/25 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 SLLN
Bullding and Decorating Contractors

All needs provided throughout
North West Essex,
East Herts & South Cambs

FOR ESTIMATES
Tel 01279 816701
Mobile 07976 050802
Fax 01279 812656

‘PROPER WORK AT PROPER PRICES’
BOTH PERIOD AND MODERN

cgreenways Financial Planning

Independent Financial Advisers

+ Free Consultations
» Confidential Home Visits
* No Fees Charged

Professional friendly advice on

Life Assurance * Pensions including Stakeholder
Mortgages * Investments including ISAs / PEPs
Critical Hliness + Income Protection
Annuities  Long Term Care « Estate Planning

Greenways
Park Road, Elsenham (M22 6DF
Tel / Fax 01279 816622
‘A member of DBS Financial Management plc which is regulated by the
Financial Services Authority. DBS is part of the MYSIS group of companies,

The FSA does not regulate morigages nor all forms of critical iliness income
protection & long term care
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UNITED REFORMED

Chapel Hill

Minister Rev'd David Simpson
11 Church Manor
Bishop’s Stortford
CM23 5AF

Tel: 01279 504900

Mrs Janet Townsend
58 Chapel Hill
Tel: 01279 812593

Contact

Preachers for January

2nd 2.30 pm
9th 10.30 am
16th 10.30 am

Rev’d D Simpson

Mr P Smith

Rev’d D Simpson and Rev’d K
Page - joint Covenant Service and

Communion
23rd 10.30 am Mr M Dyer Joint with Methodists
30th 10.30 am Mr G Doyle

Please note that on 2nd January we will not be serving
Afternoon Teas but we hope to see all our friends again old
and new on 6th February. Please don’t forget - if you need
transport contact 812593 or 814850.

During 2004 we have been joining together for worship with
our Methodist friends on the fourth Sunday each month. As

from January 2005 this increases to two services each month.

The service on 15th January will be a joint Covenant Service
and communion led by Rev’d David Simpson and Rev’d
Keith Page. This is a very significant step in our journey on
the road to joining together with our friends in the Methodist
Church.

METHODIST

Meets in Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Minister  Rev'd Keith Page
2 South Road
Bishop's Stortford

Tel: 01279 654475

Secretary Mrs Catherine Dean
49 Recreation Ground
Stansted
Tel; 01279 813579

Email methodists(@stansted.net

All services start at 9.30am unless otherwise stated
Services and preachers for January

2nd Mike Render

9th Rev’d Ronald Rawlings

16th  Joint service at the United Reformed Church
Annual covenant service led by Rev’d Keith Page
and Rev’d David Simpson

23rd  Joint service at the United Reformed Church led by
Michael Dyer

30th  Rev’d Hilary Cheng

Our church fellowship meeting is at 8§.00pm on Thursday,
20th January at 7 Blythwood Gardens.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane
Priest Father Joe White

The Presbytery

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Stansted

Tel: 01279 814349

Masses Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am and 10.30am

Holy Days of Obligation 8.00am and

8.00pm
Tuesday-Saturday 9.30am
Confessions Saturday 10.00am
and by appointment
Baptisms by appointment

As you read this New Year will be with us and the New Year
celebrations will have taken place and 2005 will have started.

Once again many of us would have made New Year resolu-
tions and just how many will have survived even to the end
of January? By now many Christmas decorations will have
been packed away for another year, the Christmas tree will
have been put out in the garden, or replanted, or perhaps
packed away with the Christmas lights.

For the traditionalists they will wait for Twelfth Night,
Epiphany, before taking down the decorations. Twelfth
Night, Epiphany, commemorates the coming of the Magi to
Bethlehem with their gifts for the infant Jesus. I guess we
can all recall the story of the Magi and Herod but what is the
significance of these gifts, the Gold, Frankincense and
Myrrh?

Gold, one of the purest of metals, represents the Kingship of
Jesus and puts His presence on earth above others. As we
say in the Creed — “He is the only Son of God — through Him
all things were made, for His people and for our salvation.”

Frankincense has always been regarded as sacred and when
burmnt it helps to improve our connection with God and there-
fore the effectiveness of prayer — “our prayers ascended to
God on clouds of incense.” During Jesus’ life He was con-
stantly at prayer to His Father in heaven and so Frankincense
reminds us of the need to pray.

Myrrh was one of the materials used for embalming and so
reminds us that we all must die and even Jesus died to save
us so that we can enjoy His heavenly kingdom with him.

It is too easy to see these as prophetic gifts in the sense of
gold for a king, frankincense for a priest and myrrh for suf-
fering and death. They are far more than this and in the way
they are used are both instrumental and symbolic in the
transformation of ourselves and others and the situations we
are within, for unless prayer and healing are used as instru-
ments of transformation of our lives they are not of any use
at all. We all must have hope that we will succeed in keep-
ing the resolutions that we made on 1st January to improve
our lives and those around us, for without hope we are dead,
because out of difficult situations comes inner power, hope,
rebirth, inner strength, wisdom and maturity.

God bless you all and have a happy year.
Francis Mercer
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All enquiries
are welcome at
The Church Office
located upstairs in
St. John's Church Hall,
Stansted CM24 8JP

Monday  gpen
from
Wednesday 9:505"1_
. 12:
Frlday 00noon

(01279) 815243
church.office@stansted.net

Administrator
Mrs Elizabeth Jennings

The Bishop of
Colchester
will be presiding at a

Confirmation

Service
on May 8th 2005

Preparation begins in
February with
12 weekly sessions of a
course called
Living the Questions
www_livingthequestions.com
led by the Rector.
This is open to anyone
seeking confirmation and
any who would like to
join confirmands as they
prepare.
Please call 812203 for details
or email rector@stansted.net

Happy New Year

I cannot watch Big Ben chime 12.00
midnight without a thrill of expecta-
tion, the sense that this could be a new
beginning. Yet experience tells me this is not
sensible. | have little sense that the headlines in

2005 will be very different from those in 2004 -

stories of politicians and their personal antics,
conflict and poverty in one part of the world or
another, and the economic ups and downs of
one company or another. Of course, to the
actual people involved it matters a lot whether
the media storm is in my own backyard or that
of a colleague; whether the bombing is in my
country or yours, and whether the company
that has crashed is one in which | have some
investment. Most of this touches us very little,
though. And closer to home, don’t many of us
start the new year paying off the debts of the
old, whether in terms of bills for Christmas
shopping or diets to lose the weight we gained?

A new start perhaps, but one that is dictated by

the past.

| have never seen New Year Resolutions as
more than a bit of fun, but | have a friend who
takes them very seriously. Every year, she lists
10 goals for the coming 12 months, writes
them down and sends them to her friends.
Then she evaluates progress a year later. She is
careful to include a range of things, at all levels.
Some are easily achieved, some less so. This
may sound a bit over the top, but it does have
the advantage of helping her to really think
about what she wants for herself and those
around her.

Diary

Sundays

8:00am Holy Communion

9:30am Parish Commun-
ion with Sunday School

Wednesdays

10:00am Holy Commun-
ion followed by coffee

7:30pm Intercessions and

Groups

Lazer Group is a 12-16 youth group which meets weekly
on Sunday evenings at 7:30pm for activities in the church

hall. The evening concludes with candlelit Night Prayer
in the chapel in church.

Prayer Group for Healing meets monthly in the parish.
Contact the Church Office for details of meetings.
Housegroups There is a reading group studying Philip
Yancey's What’s so Amazing About Grace? at 5 Bentfield

Without some sense of what we are hoping
for, it is easy for every year to pass without
note. If we have no hopes or goals, why should
things be any different in 20057 In my work
environment, we have to write yearly action
plans, and targets have to be SMART - Specific,
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Realistic
and Time-bound. In a way this is what my friend
is doing for her own life. | find the idea a bit
daunting, but | can see its benefits.

This is relevant to wishing each other a
‘happy New Year'. When we say this, we
probably mean that we hope the year will not
be characterised by pain, misfortune or illness.
But many peopie live with such things on a daily
basis. What does happiness mean in this
situation?

One dictionary defines happiness as ‘the
state of pleasurable content of mind, which
results from success or the attainment of that
which is considered good'. | like this definition,
because it forces us to ask ourselves what it is
that we consider to be good. It means that
happiness is different for each of us, and does
depend on our goals or aspirations. It becomes
possible to see someone who gives his or her
life for a good cause, suffering personal distress
as a result, as happy. It is also possible to be
happy in this sense even when life is hard,
provided our goals or aspirations are realistic in
the light of our own situation.

Happiness is not about being glamorous and
having lots of money. We have seen too many
celebrities living lives of despair to think that it
is. It is more to do with having some sense of
what we consider to be ‘good’, and then doing
something towards achieving that, insofar as we
can. Most of us — though not all, it is true —
have some scope to achieve at least some of
our goals if we can only decide what they are.

The question for me then, is whether get-
ting back to being size 14 is part of what |
consider ‘good’ (alongside more lofty aspira-
tions). If so, it's back to Weightwatchers and raw
carrots in 2005. And no, | don’t intend to

Night Prayer Gardens each Wednesday, contact Andy at 813003; and report progress in this column next year.
The Bluffers Guide to the Bible at the Rectory on alternate Happy New Year.
Tuesdays, Contact Andrew 812203 or the Church CMC
Office for details.
SN CUEE Sunday School Open Door Service Lazer Group
Rector Revd Dr Caroline (Ecumenical All-Age Mr Gary West
Revd Andrew Spurr Currer epencrastiigod worship) phone
The Rectory The Church Office (01279) 647054 Mrs Frances Richards (01279) 815243
St. john's Road (01279) 815243 sandra@stansted.net
Stansted Mountfitchet curate@stansted.net . (01279) 812748 gary.west@zetnet co.uk
Essex, CM24 8JP richkidz@waitrose.com
(01’2’909;‘381?2,{203 Director of Music Church Hall Bookings Housegroups
rector@stansted.net Mrs Glynis Morris Secretary
phonelfax Mrs Joy Lambe The Rector

Day off Thursday

(01223) 263640
church.music@stansted.net

(01279) 817937
Jjoy(@stansted.net

(01279) 812203




Ii‘St Tobw’s

(continued)
From the Registers for November:

Funeral
4th John Walter Prise age 77

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk Mrs Anthea Lee
24 Lea Close
Bishop's Stortford
Tel : 01279 656707

Meeting Sunday, 11.00am

[ first took an active interest in Quakers over a decade ago
and it has always been in the back of my mind to get
involved again. I have been an ‘attender’ at Stansted
Meeting for over seven months now and would like to
explain what this means to me.

[ carry a little card entitled ‘What Do Quakers Say’. It states
the following:

There is something good in all people (a tricky one this, but I
am working on it).

All people are equal before God.

Religion is about the whole of life.

We meet in stillness to discover a deeper sense of God’s
presence.

True religion leads to respect for the earth, and all upon it.
Each person is unique, precious, a child of God.

That just about sums up how I feel.

At the Meeting House work has now been completed on our
new user-friendly access, a wide ramp, rails and double
doors. We have also recently carried out a fair amount of
clearing and improving the garden, added some planted tubs,
a metal obelisk, a small rockery and put seed dispensers in
the trees. The latter has attracted a remarkable variety and
number of wild and domestic creatures to the garden. If any
of you living in the vicinity of the Meeting House are won-
dering where your cats disappear to for hours on end, your
furry friends have joined the Quakers, and can be found
‘waiting in silence’ though possibly not to discover a deeper
sense of God’s presence, more likely for some unfortunate
bird or squirrel to be caught off guard.

As Quakers do not gamble, it would not be appropriate to lay
odds on Andrew Spurr (December ‘Link’) getting his wish
for a five year break from ‘tacky Christmas’ (I ignore the
whole thing and feed the ducks on Finchingfield pond on
Christmas Day). We would be very happy for him and ‘his
lot” to come and sit quietly with us next Christmas, although
we are not always that quiet and there is a fair amount of
laughter when appropriate. The nearest thing we have to the
Clergy is our Rambling Rector rose bush, so a visit from
Stansted’s real one (Rector that is!) would be most welcome.

Jennifer Meadows
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

On Wednesday 26th January the Churches Together in
Stansted Ecumenical Prayer Group will be led by the Rev’d
Andrew Spurr. All are invited to join in this special evening
of prayer at St John’s Church, 7.30pm to 8.00pm.

Francis Mercer

ALom

On 17th January there will be an evening of Prayer and
Praise at 7 Blythwood Gardens.

On 31st January, at the Friends Meeting House, there wil] be
a talk by Sue Jagelman, a friend of Francis and Joan Mercer,
about her trip to Brazil on behalf of ‘Save the Children’.

All meetings start at 8.00pm and everyone is welcome to join
us. Just turn up!

Catherine Dean
813579

INTERFAITH QUIZ
15TH JANUARY 2005

You are warmly welcome to a quiz to raise funds for The
Stort Interfaith Group on Saturday, 15th January 2005, at
St John's Hall, Stansted, 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. The
quizmaster will be David Morson. Please bring your own
drink. Refreshments will be provided, and a raffle will be
held.

Tickets £5.00, available from David Morson 850209, or at
the door. Tables of six to eight persons are recommended.

The Stort Interfaith Group comprises members of different
local faith communities who are trying to work together to
overcome divisions in our society. Funds are necessary in
order to facilitate meetings, to produce a newsletter and other
promotional materials, as well as organising educational
events.

David Morson
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' 8 pm Friday 14th January St John’s Church

Tickets £10 (incl wine & light supper)
Tel 814865 / 816407
Bar ~ Raffle ~ plus requests at no extra charge!!

Proceeds to St John’s Church Hall
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12
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15
17
23

30
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VILLAGE

Wed Mountfitchet Seniors
Mountfitchet Garden Club

Thu Bookstart
Local History Saociety

Sat  Lib Dem Ploughman's

Sun  Green waste, metal & wood

Mon WEA course begins

Wed (change) Mountfitchet Seniors

Thu Wi

Fri Jazz Concert

Sat Interfaith Quiz

Mon Shalom Prayer & Praise

Sun  Green waste, metal & wood
Village Music Club

Sun  Burns Lunch

Mon Shalom Group

January

February

Wed Mountfitchet Seniors
Mountfitchet Garden Club
Thu Bookstart
Local History Society
Sun Green waste, metal & wood
Afternoon Tea (after service)
Thu Wi
Sat  Lib Dem Ploughman's

EVENTS

Day Centre 2 - 4 pm

Day Centre 8 pm

Library 2.15 - 2.45 pm

Day Centre 8 pm

Day Centre noon - 2 pm

Lower Street car park 9 am - 3 pm
Day Centre 7.30 pm

Day Centre 2 - 4 pm

St John’s Hall 7.45 pm

St John’s Church 8 pm

St John's Hall 7 for 7.30 pm

7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm

Lower Street car park 9 am - 3 pm
St John's Church 3 pm

St John's Hall 12.30 pm

Quaker Meeting House 8 pm

Day Centre 2 - 4 pm

Day Centre 8 pm

Library 2.15 - 2.45 pm

Day Centre 8 pm

Lower Street car park 9 am - 3 pm
UR Church 3.30 - 5 pm

St John's Hall 7.45 pm

Day Centre noon - 2 pm

| é% Stansted Branch

SPRING COURSE
10 lectures

EXPERIENCE
by
Dr Rosemary Williams
and
Dr Chris Doorne

Enrolment
Monday 10 January 7.30 pm
thereafter at 8 pm
Fee £29.50 Concessions £21
Day Centre

Al are welcome

Secretary: Harold Thistle 813250

THE NAPOLEON

Quiz Night

in aid of
Stort Interfaith Group
7 for 7.30 pm
Saturday 15th January
St John’s Church Hall

Tickets £5 incl refreshments
from 850209 or on the door

Raffle
Bring your own drinks

oth January
23rd January

Uttlesford District Council 2005 Skip Dates

Green Waste, Metal & Wood
Please note:
9 am - 3 pm Sundays only until further notice

6th February
2oth February

&
=

\_I.r_:_.\'.:( '.'L\,,

7.30 for 8 pm Sat 26th Feb

£6 (incl ploughman’s supper)

QUIZ
NIGHT

N

Nua

Day Centre

Tables of 6
Bring your own drinks

St Jobms, Stansted ;.

Burns Day Lunch
12.30 for 1pm Sun 30th Jan
Real Scottish Haggis & Spuds etc!
Bar & Raffie
Adult £8 Child £4 Family £20
From Church Office 815243
or at church after Sunday Services
or tel 834053

Please tel 813871

Prize for best dressed Scotsperson

THE VILLAGE
»MUSIC CLUB

MLAGES
MUSIC CLUB

CATRIN FINCH Harp

3 pm Sun 23rd Jannary
St Jokn's Church

Frogramme inclides:

J S Bach ~ Debussy ~ Carlos Salzedo

Tickets from:
Stansted Carpets, Chapel Hill
Nockolds, Bishop's Stortford
Options Hairdressers, Elsenham
Sonia Levy, 31 Chapel Hill, tel 815282
or at the door

£9 adults, £7 concessions, £3 children

£1 subscribers' children & grandchildren

5




String fever

can’t remember when it started, but I must have

been safely into young adulthood when I became
aware of classical music becoming sensual. It was
probably about the time that Anne-Sophie Mutter’s
publicity featured the dark-eyed German violinist
leaning into the camera. Since then, it has been a
definite career boost for a brilliant musician if you
are female and glamorous, or male and slightly raff-
ish.

Catrin Finch’s press pack had her portrait settled
in the lavish curves of her harp, or jump-suited in its
foreground a la Emma Peel. On the day of our meet-
ing, had it not been for the huge light-blue quilted
wedge shadowing her, I would have missed the entry
of the gentle elven figure unselfconsciously towing it
down the aisle. She had just returned from Los
Angeles and was about to rehearse a charity Christ-
mas programme, at Chelsea’s Royal Hospital, for the
Imperial Cancer Fund.

In the eighteen months since Catrin was booked to
perform later this month for the Village Music Club,
her career has accelerated. Last year she signed with
the Sony Classical label, confirming her place in a
league with the over-glam Vanessa Mae and the well
un-raffish Yo Yo Ma, not only as a world class musi-
cian but as an innovative performer as well.

You become slowly aware of her enthusiasm as its
story unfolds. Catrin describes growing up near
Aberystwyth in the early eighties, taking piano
lessons in a household already alive to the sound of
her siblings playing music. It was being taken to
Lampeter that the five-year-old first saw the harpist
Maria Robles perform. “I don’t know what it was,
but if you’ve ever seen her, she is one of those people
who is just bursting with flair, and she is so dramatic.
It was when I saw Marisa that I decided I was going
to be a harpist, and that was that.”

It was not long before she outgrew the local peri-
patetic harp teacher at her school. While on a harp
course in North Wales her mother was told that

Jormer Royal Harpist
Catrin Finch performs
in Stansted later this
month. She talked to
Andrew Spurr about
taking a back row
instrument to

centre stage.

Catrin should go away and study full time. Horrified
at the prospect of sending her away, Catrin’s mother
engaged Elinor Bennet, one of the top Welsh harp-
ists, to teach her daughter, even though it would
entail a weekly five hour round-trip from Aberyst-
wyth to Elinor’s home in Caernarfon. “It is an
incredible thing now to look back on but, for eight
years one of my parents would take an afternoon off
from work once a fortnight, and I was allowed to take
the afternoon off from school. So many people mill-
ing in to make something work and for all that time,
we did these trips up to Elinor. Ilook back on it now
and, at the time, I really didn’t appreciate so many
different people, even that my father’s work would
say, ‘OK, we’ll give you the afternoon off just so
your kid can have her harp lessons’. Fabulous, and I
look back on it really proud and thankful to my
parents.”

Catrin’s years with Elinor Bennet saw her first
broadcast performances: among the earliest were two
appearances on BBC’s 'Blue Peter' in 1989 and 1990.
And she began to gather prizes, including first prize
in the junior section of the World Harp Festival in
1991, and second prize in the senior section in 1994,
aged only 14.

When Catrin was 16 she moved to the Purcell
School in London to study with Skaila Kanga, with
whom she continued her studies at the Royal Acad-
emy of Music. Her awards continued to come as she
built up valuable orchestral experience during her six
years as principal harp in the National Youth Orches-
tra.

It was in 2000 that the Prince of Wales, so taken
with her performance at his 50th birthday celebra-
tions, revived the post of Royal Harpist, last occupied
in the reign of Queen Victoria. A two-year appoint-
ment, Catrin’s tenure was extended to a second term
that recently concluded and which she remembers
warmly. “It was in my second term with the Prince in
2002 he said that he would like to commission me a



work, and pretty much the same time the BBC Welsh
Orchestra said, *We would like to play the concerto of
your choice with you to perform on St David's Day’.
So | put two and two together and said, why can’t the
Prince commission the piece we play on this special
day and, even better, why not a double harp coneerto?
When the time came, Elinor and [ together premiered
Over the Stone, and that was tabulous.™

The Prince commissioned Catrin’s compatriot Karl
Jenkins, best known for his work Adiémus, to write
the six movement symphony. Catrin’s first album for
Sony Crossing the Stone, was produced by Jenkins
and was released earlier this year, featuring an
excerpt from the Prince’s comunission and including
forays into world music and jazz, as well as a harp
transcription of Debussy’s Claire de Lune. “[ think
Debussy got it wrong and this was meant for the harp
all along. It's so harpistic in the writing, everything
about it." Though, she admits, harpistic is not easy to

define. “You know once you hear it and difficult to
explain unless 1 can play it to you. Claire de Lune is
ethereal, magical. The harp has the most amazing
delicate sound, and there is a lot of music which is
suited to that, and a lot of French impressionists are
suited to the harp. Certain periods of writing which
have been atmospheric is very much a harp thing;
whereas if I'd tried to do Rachmaninov’s Second
Piano Councerto, it’s so clearly not a harp thing. You
can tell what a harp thing is, everybody secretly
knows.”

Catrin is certainly not a harpist content to remain
on the back row of an orchestra. As many styles of
music, classical and modem, now cross over into each
other, and as technology has made the harp an instru-
ment that can be pushed to new limits, so she has
been able to give free rein to her precocious interest
in any style of music which would be well suited to
the harp.
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For the Mostly Mozart Festival, Catrin played an
early piano concerto (K414) transcribed for harp.

“It worked very well and it was one of his earlier
and therefore simpler ones; it’s not very chromatic,
chromaticism is what causes the problem for us with
the pedals so there’s obviously a limit to how
quickly you can move your feet. But the only
Mozart thing for harp is the piece for the flute and
harp, which is mostly overplayed I think, so we tried
to do something a bit different, so we transposed
and transcribed that Mozart concerto. Transcribing
is something you have to do when you play a lesser
core instrument. [ don’t see any reason not to do it,
so long as it works. And there are pieces that work
and pieces that don’t, and the K414 worked fabu-
lously as it was a more delicate piece. It was not
atmospheric, I wouldn’t call Mozart atmospheric but
it somehow suited the sound of the harp. The harp
can be very clear; Bach works very well because of
the clarity involved. It’s just a matter of playing
around, some things work and some things don’t
and you just have to try it and you have to be open
for trying things.”

Over the long term, Catrin wants to explore new
renderings of known music that can be performed
on the harp. Some material already out there is
reasonably straightforward, “The best are the ones
who have tried to keep it as close as possible to the
original, so we’re talking about keyboard music now
because it’s basically the same: left hand and right
hand, its the same principle and I would probably
try and change as little as possible. But on the other
end of the scale, I play a really good version for the
solo harp of The Moldau by Smetana, a fantastic full

symphony orchestra job. I felt that it is personally
just a really good transcription of that for the harp.”
In time she hopes to play her own part in the adap-
tive process, though not for a while yet. “It’s not
something I would go near yet, because I haven’t
studied it myself. But it is something that I would
like to learn to do. And you have to learn how to do
it, it’s a skill, it’s definitely a skill, but obviously it’s
low on the agenda right now but definitely some-
thing for later on.”

In the immediate future, Catrin is compiling lists
of music that she would like to record. “We’re
thinking of a concerto album because there are lots
of fabulous ones for the harp. There’s a great one
by Hinestere who was an Argentinian, a very fine
piece, and we’re hopefully going to get some com-
missions.” On the more experimental side, Catrin
has begun to explore the big band era of jazz. She
hopes to start an eleven piece big band, with a trum-
peter friend from her Royal Academy days. This
doesn’t sound obviously harpistic, but Catrin is
undaunted. “And there are always new things I’'m
playing around with, new projects and, as a musi-
cian, you just have to try it out. But there’s no such
thing as a mistake in music really - that’s the bottom
line, which is quite nice. You know yourself what
you like and what you don’t and you just have to be
honest with yourself and, if it isn’t working out, you
just have to put a stop on it.” @
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“The Harp used to a bit of a joke instrument,” says Catrin
Finch. “You know, the blonde at the back of the orchestra
doing her knitting.” She goes on, “Only in the last 20 years
has the modern harp come of age — the old ones were not
robust enough although they had a great, delicate sound. My
harp, which is three years old, has 3,000 moving parts, it’s
like a robot, but you can now play anything written for piano
or jazz in a way which you couldn’t before.”

Catrin has recently relinquished her role as Royal Harpist, a
position that started in the Middle Ages but had been vacant
since 1872 until it was revived by Prince Charles after Catrin
performed at his 50th birthday celebrations in 2000.

Our third concert of this, our ninth season, on Sunday 23rd
January at 3.00pm, will feature Catrin, and her programme
will include: -

Prelude and Fugue in D Minor —J S Bach
Claire de Lune ~ Claude Debussy
Concert Fantasy on Lara’s Granada — Carlos Salzedo

The concert is at St John’s Church, Stansted, and tickets are
£9, concessions £7, children £3, and children/grandchildren
of members £1, available from:

Stansted Carpets, Chapel Hill, Stansted

Nockolds Solicitors, Market Square, Bishop’s Stortford
Options Hairdressers, Elsenham

Sonia Levy, 31 Chapel Hill, Stansted (01279 815282)
or at the door.

The final concert in our current season is on
Saturday 5th March at 7.30pm — The Carducci Quartet.

Alan Corbishley

WORKERS’
EDUCATIONAL
ASSOCIATION

The next 10 week course starts on Monday 10th
January at the Day Centre at 8.00pm. (Registration

.+ will start at 7.30pm.)

We are very pleased to have Dr Rosemary Williams
again and this time she will be talking about the
‘Napoleon Experience’.

The life of Napoleon and his activities are always of
considerable interest and this year is the 200th
anniversary of the day that he crowned himself
Emperor and Josephine Empress in Notre Dame in
1804.

Dr Williams will be dealing with his rise to fame
and then his fall, his opinion of ‘Perfidious Albion’
and his settlement of Europe.

In addition, Dr Christopher Doorne, an expert on
Napoleon’s military escapades will be coming for
two weeks whilst Dr Williams is away and so we
should get a very comprehensive knowledge of his
life and the effect on the Europe of that time of one
of Europe’s most fascinating and controversial
characters.

The fee for the 10 week course will again be £29.50
but the concessionary charge will be £21.

Further details can be obtained from Harold Thistle
(Tel: 01279 813250).

- Saffron Walden Area;

« Stansted Area:

—~ LEARN TO IMPROVE YOUR LIFE -
Uttlesford Learning Centres offer a huge variety of courses — just for you.
Whether it's getting to grips with computers, a foreign language, improving your knowiedge or ways to
develop a business as well as your own skills.
It’s all here — just ‘round the corner’ from you - or even on your doorstep,
with your own computer at home. Now, how EASY is that?
With a number of FREE courses and many more costing only a few pounds
- there is really no excuse. So, why are you waiting!
Look for the nearest centre to you and give them a CALL NOW:
« Dunmow & Thaxted Areas: Clarance House 01371 830245
Fairycroft House 01799 527109 and the learndirect centre
at Saffron Walden High School 01799 513030
Stansted Airport learndirect 01279 656532
and Peter Kirk Centre 01279 813319
or view full details on-line at www.uttlesford.gov.uk

After all, learning does not stop when you leave school.
Learning is for life, and it can be fun as well!
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Reliable Painting and Decorating Services:

A A Ky

Andrew Richardson
Tel: 01279 817282
Mob: 07980 439924

+ 20 years experience
» References available
» Fully qualified

* Competitive rates

Customen salisfaction

9 o the
cartridge

)
centre
' Printer - Fax - Copier

Consumables
2 Genuine inkjet & laser cartridges
< High quality compatibles
 Printers/fax machines/copiers
< Extremely competitive prices
< Free next day delivery

Mountfitchet House

9 Riverside Business Park
Stoney Common Road
Stansted CM24 8PL

Tel: 01279 815533 Fax: 816663
Mobile: 07710 037134

robshiriey@thecartridgecentre.co.uk
www.thecartridgecentre.co.uk
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EARING
ELP
UTTLESFORD

_Free hearing help
sessions at
Stansted Day Centre
10am-noon
on the last Tuesday
of each month

For information ring
HELPLINE 07659 550127
or 01799 522915
{(9am - 4 pm)

For home calls ring
Mrs Hutson 01799 501682
between 8am and 6.30pm

Registered Charity No. 289280

GARDEN DESIGN
Liz Elfick-Wood (Dip GD)

v

Professional design service
from single consultations
to landscape design and
planting plans

Tel: 01279 815425

Banerv

-

Distributors

SERVICE & REPAIRS POWER TOOLS
ALSO BATTERY PACKS TO FIT
MOSTMODELS  LEISURE  MARINE
GOLFING MOBILITY

TEL. 01279 657040

Unit 13, The Links Business Centre.
Raynham Rd
Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 SNX

“f wowzelta.conk email:@zelta.couk

Tel: 01279 814644 (Mark)

10

\

L‘)
Nl
"?mn[ m
re-school

Registered charity number 10049801

St John's Road
Stansted

For children aged
22 to rising 5

For details please contact
Ann Conroy on
07966 506997 or

Gill Pursglove on
01279 814701

KiNGS
FAamMILY
BUTCHERS

i

|

I

! FREE RAIGE:
% SUFFOLK PORK
|

|

|

|

|

1

BLACK / BRONZE TURKEYS
SUFFOLK PORK SAUSAGES
[Homemade)

DRY ENGLISH CHICKENS

i HOMEMADE:
BEEF, LAMB & PORK BURGERS
LAMB KEBABS i

PRIME SCOTCH BEEF

QUALITY:
ENGLISH & WELSH LAMB

| 16 LOWER STREET, STANSTED |
! TEL 01279 812219 !

o 8 4t 4 ]

) DAY & SON

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Stone Works, Station Road,
Bishop’s Stortford

Tel 01279 654555 or 653450




UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

The primary care trust has begun a public consultation on a
plan for a new health centre and doctors’ practice at Elms
Farm in Church Road. Forms are available from the parish
council and the St John’s Road practice.

Hundreds of petition forms have flowed in from the ‘Focus’
petition calling on Post Office Counters to restore our local
service. Discussions have been continuing to find a solution
that might include some other public services coming
together in one place. Unfortunately, this is likely to be at
least a year away, which is disappointing but [ hope is better
than no news at all.

A month is a long time in politics, to vary a familiar quota-
tion. I wrote last month that the regional assembly had
endorsed the East of England Plan at the beginning of
November. Yet at the beginning of December another meet-
ing of the assembly in Hatfield suspended that endorsement.
[ voted for the suspension in response to the Government’s
recent failure to announce any funding for strategic transport
projects in Essex and other counties of the region. Mean-
while, consultation on the plan continues until the middle of
March and you can get details from Stansted library, the dis-
trict or parish councils and on the EERA regional assembly
website at www.eera.gov.uk.

At Uttlesford we are deep into getting the books to balance
for next year’s budget. There will be service improvements,
lots of efficiency savings and the council tax is likely to rise
by less than £10 a year. But more about that next month.

A Happy New Year to everyone.

Councillor Alan Dean
Email: clirdean@uttlesford.gov.uk

Tel: 01279 813579

WATER, WATER, BUT NOT EVERYWHERE

Apropos the East of England Regional Plan (see Alan Dean’s
Uttlesford report), some of you may have heard the recent
programme on Radio 4 regarding the problems of providing
water for the SE of England. I understand that a desalination
plant is already having to be built for London and the short-
age will worsen with further building and increase in popula-
tion. We are inclined to be thoughtless in our use of water
with washing machines, power showers, cleaning cars,
watering lawns, etc perhaps regarding the drop we use as not
making a difference.

This could be the biggest problem in the area in years to
come and one wonders if the Government has given it
enough long-term consideration. What can we do to bring
pressure to bear and in our individual small ways help to
conserve this precious life-giving resource? Perhaps, whilst
giving to Water Aid and such charities, we had better also
think nearer home!

Peggy Honour
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LOCAL DANCERS’ SUCCESSES

Several of the pupils attending dancing classes at the Quaker
Meeting House (and at Bishop’s Stortford, Takeley and
Church Langley) have recently achieved distinction.

Saskia Pronk from Stansted, along with Demi Aldred, Alex
Bennett and Tom Bennett from Bishop’s Stortford, have won
places for the 2005 season in the London Children’s Ballet,
performing in an adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s “The Canter-
ville Ghost’. They will be dancing at The Peacock Theatre,
Aldwych, London, part of the Sadlers Wells Theatre Group.

Congratulations are also due to five pupils for achieving
places in the prestigious National Youth Ballet company for
this season: Saskia Pronk, age 10, from Stansted, (middle of
picture) along with Isabella Wright, Demi Aldred, Alex
Bennett and Tom Bennett from Bishop’s Stortford have
danced at a performance at the London Palladium, and also
at the Birmingham Hippodrome and The Playhouse,
Sevenoaks.

Nicole Gipps, from Stansted, and her dance partner Elizabeth
Pitt, have successfully entered the world of dance festivals
this term — they have already won a place at next year’s Re-
gional Finals for the All England Dance Competition — very
well done!

Three pupils from the dance school have also done extremely
well to win places at the Royal Ballet School as Junior Asso-
ciates. Corinne Cox, Alexander Bennett and Thomas Bennett
will all travel up to the Royal Ballet Upper School in Covent
Garden for fortnightly lessons to continue their training in
Ballet, National Dance, flexibility and strengthening. Alex
and Tom have also been chosen to perform with The Royal
Ballet in this year’s Christmas production of ‘Cinderella’, at
the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.

Janie Bennett

These classes are held by the Graham School of Dance.




Over 55 or Retired?

Then a warm welcome awaits
at
Stansted Day Centre
Home cooked or frozen lunches
Snacks and social activities

Open Tuesday, Thursday
& Friday 10amto 4 pm

Crafton Green, top of Chapel Hill
Tel. 01279 815091

Fancy Fingers
Nail & Beauty Studio
eI
All beauty treatments
including
IPL permanent hair removal
St Tropez Spray Tanning
also

Hypnotherapy
Jeanette Nelson Dip Hyp, Dip Couns
Reflexology
Alwyn Bessant ELSR, MIGPP
Medical Herbalist
Patricia Taylor BSc, MNIMH, MCPP
AP
52a Silver Street, Stansted
Tel 01279 647646
www.fancyfingers.co.uk
Open Mon-Sat plus one late evening

Mark Robinson
Handyman

All jobs considered
‘No Job too Small’

For information
and a competitive quote
please call Mark on

Home
01279 813730
Mobile
07766 761081

Joinery, Gardening, Plumbing,
Painting, Patios, Fencing, Guttering,
Brickwork and Tiling

G P @LARK

Newport Croquet

Warg Planters
The Tithe Barn, Parsonage Farm,
Stansted, Essex CM24 8TY

Tel: 01279 817641/2/3 Fax: 817644
www.wildroseuk.co.uk
email: sales@wareplanters.co.uk

WildRose
Handmade Pottery & Reliefs
Watertight, Frostproof
Interior & Exterior, Robust
NEW PRODUCT TO THE UK

ROOFING

' New & Restoratlon Work

FREE ESTIMATES

01462 672383
07811 928605

Club

Come & have a go!

Complimentary trials to start you off

Please wear flat shoes on the lawns

More information from
David Manley 01279 812564

MCM Computer
Services

A Reliable and Friendly Service for
Homes and Businesses

Computer Systems * Upgrades & Repairs « Parts & Peripherals

» FREE Telephone Advice
* No Call-Out Charge
* No Fix, No Fee on all home user systems
« Fixed Price + FREE collection and
return for workshop repairs
» On-Site Repairs, £30 1st hr,
£20 per hour thereafter
Tel: 01279 813227 / 07815 011925
9am-9pm Mon - Sat
www.mcmcomputerservices.co.uk
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HIGH HOUSE
Montessori Day Nursery
(opposite Stansted Airport Terminal)

Accepts children from 3 months to 5 years
Excellent Ofsted Report
Nursery & Baby sections, small class ratio with qualified staff
Approved for Government funding for children 3+
Flexible hours and days according to needs of child and parent
Full day care available 8 am to 6 pm
Open 51 weeks a year

For further information please ring 01279 870898

MEADOW
Montessori Day Nursery
Saffron Walden
Accepts children from 2 to 5 years
Traditional values of Montessori teaching with structured reading,
language and number. Children accepted full or part time, flexible
hours, excellent ratio. Excellent Ofsted Report.
Open 51 weeks a year
For further information please ring 01799 513858
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SIDEWAYS PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY
NEWSLETTER

Hello again,

What a busy term this has been. Our theme was all about
Autumn. The children collected bugs, different coloured
leaves, made a nature garden, talked about fruit, made jam
tarts and sandwiches and tried lots of different foods in our
‘Café’.

The friendship tree to promote kind behaviour has grown lots
of hand print leaves!!

Our Art Gallery has received lots of kind comments from
Hall users, especially the ladies in the Art Classes.

We enjoyed going into St Mary’s school to look at the fantas-
tic rain forest the children have created. It caused much chat-
ter about the animals and insects we saw!

Fund raising this term has included the Sponsored Nursery
Rhyme sing-along (£248), sale of Christmas Cards at St
Mary’s shopping evening (£50), on-going collecting of spare
change to make a collage of the Sideways smiley face logo.

We also thought of others not so fortunate at harvest time and
donated several boxes of provisions to the Whitechapel
Mission.

December was a very busy month for us. With Christmas
fast approaching, we made Christmas cards, calendars and
crackers; Liam’s mum, Sam, helped the children make super
cards - very professional! The children rehearsed very hard
for our Nativity Play which was on 6th December, and was
attended by lots of parents and friends, along with children
from St. Mary’s. Tuesday 7th was our Children’s Christmas
Party with, of course, a visit from Father Christmas, and on
Wednesday 8th we went to Audley End for a train ride
through the woods to see the gentleman in red again!

From January we will be welcoming younger children for our
Toddler Time on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9.00am until
10.30am. This is to encourage parents and carers to meet for
coffee and a chat while their children enjoy messy play and
toys and books that are geared to the younger group.

Sideways Pre-School Nursery is open every day, Monday-

Friday from 9.00am-12.00 noon. We have a few remaining
places for the next term for children of 2% to rising 5. So if
you are interested in finding out more, please call in and see
us any time; stay and play, you will be made very welcome.
The new term starts on 10th January.

Please support your pre-school; we are a vital village
amenity, which if you don’t use us, you could lose us!

Auntie Helen and the Team.
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HEARING HELP - UTTLESFORD

We have been operating our free service to the Hard-of-
Hearing throughout Uttlesford for many, but a few words to
explain our work may be helpful.

Those who wear hearing aids feel very isolated if the aid
breaks down or does not appear to work properly. Fre-
quently the problem is a minor one which can be cured by
changing the battery or cleaning the mould and replacing the
tube; few people realise that this should be carried out regu-
larly. Problems can either be dealt with at the regular
monthly hearing help sessions held by us on the last Tuesday
at the Day Centre in Stansted or in Saffron Walden (first Sat-
urday), Dunmow (last Friday) and Thaxted (last Thursday).
Alternatively we can call at people’s homes, including the
local care homes. There are also servicing facilities available
at most of the local hospitals but as the details vary they are
not listed here. However, aids can be checked and moulds
adjusted between 9.00am and 12 noon on the first and third
Thursdays of each month at Saffron Walden Hospital for
aids issued there or by Addenbrookes.

We can also advise on how to go about getting a National
Health hearing aid and what other devices are available to
make life easier for users and their families. We can demon-
strate equipment which will enable them to hear broadcasts
without the rest of the family or their neighbours being dis-
turbed by too high a volume. Advice and demonstrations
can also be given on telephones, portable door bells, wake-
up alarms, smoke alarms and other devices to help them.

We are supported by the health authorities who have helped
in the training of the majority of our volunteers and we are
able to carry out minor repairs except to the electronic por-
tion of the aids. Although we can advise private hearing aid
users we cannot deal with non National Health aids. We are
a voluntary organisation, funded solely by the annual sub-
scription of £3 pa to members and by donations, but we nei-
ther make nor sell any form of aid or equipment nor do we
carry out hearing tests. Unfortunately we cannot supply new
batteries as we cannot obtain them free.

Minor servicing and advice can be very time consuming but
do not need the services of a trained professional; some of
those we help are referred to us by Audiology Departments.
We can also give talks and demonstrations to health care
staff and other groups to draw attention to our organisation.

We used to be known as CamTAD, which stood for Cam-
paign for Tackling Acquired Deafness. We changed the
name because the acronym did not relate to the kind of work
we do or the area we cover. We have leaflets and small post-
ers available for display in surgeries and other public places
which can be obtained from Mr E M Planterose — 01799
522915.

Potential users of the service are asked to note that for a
home visit they should ring Mrs Christine Hutson on 01799
501682 and for other information either the Helpline or
myself on 01799 522915. The service on any other number
has been discontinued.

Edwin Planterose




Tim’s Tiles
2 INTERIORS

Quality interior decoration,
including tiles, wood
flooring, Amtico & carpet.

Slate house names
made to order

Stockists of
Farrow & Ball Paints

Pilgrim's Barn, Gypsy Lane
BISHOP'S STORTFORD
CM23 1HA
Tel / fax 01279 813333

www tile-store.co.uk

Stovuted's

PAINTING
LADIES

Interior

Decoration & Desigw
For free initial

covsultation please call

Gail 07818 093992
Michaelar 07782 251491

Professional
Self - Employed Barbers

5 Station Rd, Stansted
Tel 01279 817788

Opening Hours:
Mon & Fri 8 am - 6 pm
Tue 7 am - 6 pm
Wed & Thu 8 am - 8 pm
Sat7am-4pm
www.the-mensroom.co.uk

ARE YOU UNABLE T0
ATTEND TO A LOVED ONE'S
GRAVE OR MEMORIAL?

GRAVE CONCERN T

family business —
OFFER CARE,

MAINTENANCE

AND UPKEEP OF i
FAMILY MEMORIALS R\
AND GRAVES 3

BROCHURE WITHOUT OBLIGATION
01371 870 685

Ray Morton
PAINTER & DECORATOR
GENERAL HANDYMAN

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

Tel 01279 812792
8 Mill Close, Elsenham

4 3
GET THE MOST OUT OF UFE
Hypnotherapy
& other brief therapies

One session
smoking therapy &
weight loss
also
Confidence ~ Eating
Stress & Anxiety
Phobias
IBS & Depression
Study & Exams
and much more...
Please ring GLYNIS CHEERS
maA. BA, BSCH,

Dip. Clinical Hypnotherapy

01279 812165
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ENPRESS
Pﬁ

We can design end frame: anything
from the simple 1o the exirene,
camnet us for exceptionsl prices on

PHOTOS PRINTS . POSTERS
CANVAS WORKS - ARTWORKS
FOOTBALL SHIFTS MULTIMOUNTS
PRESENTATIONS. 3D/FRAMES

Linique Concepts & Design
Bespoke and Contract Experls
Spedalist Works Undenaken
Company Conract Service
Exensive Selection of Mouldings
Unigue European Molidings
Custom Made Mirmors

Captions: Printed & Mounted

Express Picture Framing

o,
01279 647404
wewnw SILINNINGIrames.com
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patrick
howard
design
associates

BRAEMAR HOUSE, WATER LANE
STANSTED CM24 8BJ

Tel: 01279 817342 Fax: 01279 647086

email: phdassocs@aol.com

R D Ellis

FURNITURE RESTORATION

Repair and traditional
polishing of antique and
not-so-antique furniture
by a local restorer

Tel 01371 879859

Mobile 07950 051577

Unit 4, Kerwyns
Gallows Green
Dunmow
CM6 305



St Mary's
Primary School

By the time you read this article, Christmas will be just a
memory. At the moment in school, we are in the middle of
the customary Christmas chaos that is going on in schools
everywhere. We are well into rehearsals for our Key Stage 1
production, The Very Hopeless Camel, the songs of which I
already know really well, just from working next door to
rehearsals! One of our performances this year will be spe-
cially for grandparents. We are also preparing our Christmas
Service for the last day of term, which will be based on how
God uses the most unexpected people and circumstances.

Recent visitors to St Mary’s will know that part of our en-
trance hall has been converted into a part of South America!
We enjoyed working on this as a whole school with Art
Solutions. For two days the school was awash with news-
paper, masking tape, glue and paint, resulting in the produc-
tion of a leafy rainforest, with macaws, hummingbirds,
snakes, ants, spider monkeys, a jaguar and even a lovely
sloth. We had tremendous fun and children learnt a great
deal about what is actually found in a rainforest. Come and
see for yourselves!

Marion Johnson recently took an assembly, explaining about
Christingle and to encourage children to attend the service at
St John’s. The children are now collecting money in their
Christingle envelopes in aid of The Children’s Society. We
also value Andrew Spurr’s input with his fortnightly assem-
blies in school.

During this term, as a staff we have continued to use our
meeting times to improve children’s learning. One aspect
that we have particularly developed has been ICT
(Information and Communication Technology), due to its
importance in our children’s futures. We now have two
interactive whiteboards in classrooms — which are proving to
be exciting teaching and learning tools (when they work, as
with all technology!). Our website is also being redeveloped
at this very moment and in time this will improve our com-
munication with parents and the wider community further.
At the moment there are some photos on it of the rainforest
that I raved about earlier in this article. So if you are inter-
ested in seeing how it all turned out, have a look on

www.st-marvs-stansted.essex.sch.uk

I expect 2005 to be an exciting year for St Mary’s, as we
continue to work on making our school the best possible
environment to help the best sort of learning to take place. 1
finish by wishing all ‘Link’ readers a Happy New Year from
everyone in the school and hope that we will have the oppor-
tunity to work with more of you during the coming year.

Wendy Wood
Headteacher
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We were as usual very busy during December. Children in
all groups enjoyed numerous seasonal activities. Christmas
cards and 2005 Calendars were made for Mummy and
Daddy, individual Christmas cakes were baked and iced and
preparations were made for the annual nativity play and
Christmas concerts.

On 8th December a new event was added to our annual cal-
endar when the older children paid a visit to Norman Court
to entertain the residents. A variety of seasonal songs and
nursery rhymes were sung, complete with actions. An enthu-
siastic rendition of ‘We wish you a Merry Christmas’
brought the concert to a rousing finish.

Rainbow Children Performing ‘Incey Wincey Spider’

We very much enjoyed our annual nativity play performed
by the clder group on Monday 13th December. The costumes
and singing were brilliant and the occasion was a moving
one for all the mums, dads and grandparents who attended.

We held parties for children in every group on the last day of
term and were delighted to welcome a special guest in red
who had taken time out of his busy schedule to deliver some
special gifts.

If you are interested in a place at the pre-school please con-
tact Gill Pursglove on 814701 for information about our

waiting list or e-mail at: info(@rainbowpreschool.net.

A copy of our prospectus and previous link articles can be
downloaded from www.rainbowpreschool.net.
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Protect and %f( NIGHTS

preserve with A WINDOWS
Knights Windows No more repairing

PVC-U i

or .us
replacement pamtmg
fascias, soffits, guttering, bargeboards

and cladding

Call us now,
FREE, on
0800 294 0652

Knights Windows:
v’ Completely maintenance free

v'Will not warp, crack, discolour or
blister

v'Resistant to weather and other

and make
painting a thing
of the past!

pellutants i
"Enduﬂng quality He H be pleased bo frrovicle yore
7 ! - rilhh e /ma/é'w'(maé /lm 7!(0/0/1'014. The Courtyard
Choice of finishes i Forest Hall Road
se mallor hown /lmye i )\{&meb Stansted Essex
‘/Nl work guaraﬁtaed o dma////m/ﬂ&. John‘ﬁ;wman CM24 8TS
01279 647999

Managing Director

LOWER STREET CLINIC

36 Lower Street, Stansted

REGISTERED OSTEOPATHS
Jacolin Sheaf DO & Associates

Specialists in treatment of spinal, joint & muscle pain,
headaches, trapped nerves & sports injuries

Treatment suitable for all ages, including children

Tel: 01279 815907

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST
Richard Handford BSc, SRCh, MChs

Specialising in routine chiropody, sports injuries,
ultrasound, biomechanics, orthotics,
nail surgery & verrucae

Tel: 01279 647337

ABETTER.AERIAL

R \ Srian 1o
www.abetteraerial.co.uk
DIGITAL AERIALS
SKY TV
FM & DAB RADIO AERIALS
ANTI-GHOSTING AERIALS
EXTRA TV POINTS
AMPLIFIERS
COMMUNAL SYSTEMS
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

YOUR LOCAL AERIAL MAN
Bishop's Stortford
01279 815948
07980 817251

Carters Hill Manuden

2 Encellent Ofs+ed Report
& qualified Friendly s+aff

€2 spacious hall wi+h a quie+ roam
for Rhymes ¢ S+ories

3 Emphasis on learning +hrough play

Telephone 01279 813828

o S

Selina Rankin =y
Garden Design "2}

Offering a comprehensive
garden design service
to meet all your needs

Friendly, professional service.
No job too big or small

One off consultations through
to complete garden re-designs

For further information please contact:

Sefina Rankin
Chimneys, 44 Lower Street, Stansted
Tel: 01279 813388
Email: info@srgardendesign.co.uk
Web: www.srgardendesign.co.uk

Want to lose weight with a friendly group near you?

STANSTED MOUNTHTCHET
Quaker Meeting Hse, Chapel Hill

Pam 01279 842774 Wed 7 pm
BISHOP’S STORTFORD

Parsonage Community Centre, Parsonage Lane
Jane 07802 483191 Mon 5.30 & 7.30 pm

St Joseph’s Hall, Apton Rd
Kim 01992 584286 Wed 9.30 am, 5.30 & 7 pm

New group opening in Saffron Walden
Phone Jane on 07802 48319 for details

e MOSt thorough Cleaning -

ever seenorit's FFGE.

100% money back guarantee if your not satisfied

* Rapid Turbo Drying

* Stain & odour removal

* Anti-stain protection

* Most carpets dry in 2-4 hrs
* Suites dry in 4-6hrs

* Oriental rug cleaning

* Van mounted system

20x more powerful than others.

My personal guarantee to you!
If you aren’t happy with the way |
clean your carpets or upholstery, | will
re-clean them for FREE and if you're
still unhappy | will give you your
money back. Carpets & Upholstery
professionally cleaned using Industry
Leading Extraction Systems.

Call my FREE Consumer

information line on:

0800 6952220 * Leather Cleaning
EXYECUTIVE o=
CARPET CARE IICRC Certlfied Technician
For a free quote call: *Subject to on-stte survey
01279 307171 Www.executlvecarpetcare.co.uk
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Clerk Ruth Clifford Council Offices

Office Hours Crafton Green
10 am - 1 pm Tel 813214
Monday - Friday Fax 813964

Quality Status

You may have read in the local press that the Parish Council
is the first one in Uttlesford to be awarded Quality Status - an
initiative set up by the Government and National Assocjation
of Local Councils. Our Chairman, Catherine Dean, said “our
Clerk Ruth Clifford has worked very hard putting together
the portfolio of evidence to support our claim. Our Council
has always followed correct procedures and been aware that
it is accountable to parishioners. We feel that this award not
only recognises the achievements of Stansted Parish Council,
but that it also acknowledges the importance of the first tier
of local government.” In order to apply for Quality Status,
the Clerk also had to pass her AQA in Local Council Admin-
istration, which Ruth did in October.

Litter and Recycling

We hope that by now you will have received the new and
comprehensive leaflet from Uttlesford District Council relat-
ing to the doorstep collection and recycling in general. It is
inevitable that, by mistake, some houses will have been
missed on this delivery, but we have spare copies in the
Parish Council office.

Memorial Gardens

By the time you read this article, the railings and remaining
brick pier should have been removed from the front bound-
ary of the Gardens. We are arranging for the remnants of the
hedge to be grubbed out. The two brick piers are due to be
rebuilt in the Spring, after the frosts and icy conditions have
passed. The refurbished gates and railings will then be re-
erected. Weather permitting, our contractors should under-
take the major tree work during January. The Council will
then be able to see just how the Gardens look, and make
plans for re-planting with shrubs etc. The War Memorial
will be professionally cleaned after the tree work has been
completed.

Vandalism and General Anti-Social Behaviour

Unfortunately, we cannot end this report on a positive note.
We have experienced an inordinate amount of vandalism
recently, particularly targeted at the children’s play areas on
the Mountfitchet Estate and Recreation Ground. At the end
of November, the timber playframe at Stoneyfield Drive was
completely destroyed — it must have taken the culprits a con-
siderable amount of time to demolish the 6-8" diameter tim-
bers. Sadly, it appears that despite the area being surrounded
by houses, no reports were made to the Police, or indeed the
following day to the Parish Council. A week later, the fenc-
ing around the play area at the Rec was damaged. It was
repaired the following day, only to be vandalised again two
days later.
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The Parish Council is working closely with our local Police
and Police Support Officers to bring an end to these prob-
lems, but we need your help — this is a community issue.
Along with the vandalism — which costs you as parishioners
to repair — there is also general anti-social behaviour. This is
not acceptable in our village, but can only be stamped out if
the Police are told of incidents AT THE TIME.

We realise that people think there is little point ringing the
Police if the Stansted Station is shut. This is wrong. Infor-
mation can be passed through to-the main switchboard. If a
crime is occurring at the time (but not worthy of a 999 call),
you can ask for a patrol car to attend. If you discover that a
crime has taken place, you can ask to be put through to PC
Neil (Jack) Russell if he is on duty (PC no 1758), or to our
Support Officer, Sharon Cooper (CPSO no 7415). If neither
is on duty, the main switchboard passes the details of the
incident through on computer to the Stansted Police Station
so that it is picked up as soon as the new shift starts. We
have undertaken this exercise twice recently and it works, so
please do it!

Catherine Dean
Chairman
Stansted Mountfitchet Parish Council

OPINIONS DO COUNT
Health Centre

We are now aware that a defined public consultation period
has begun. The Elms Farm site has much to commend it but
also carries long-term risks in environmental terms, particu-
larly that of creeping urban erosion in Stansted Park. We are
invited to comment, so hopefully there will be a response
which provides a clear collective summary of Stansted’s feel-
ings. Please ensure that your voice is heard and don’t be
deterred from obtaining yet another form from the Parish
Council.

Post Office

One could comment ad nauseum on the problems arising
from its absence. The powers-that-be should know the
strength of local feeling and be injecting some urgency into
actually providing a service. Are there not mobile post
offices which could bridge the gap until premises are found
and equipped? Our experience, although unusual, cannot be
unique so it should be incumbent on the Post Office to be
prepared for such situations. In the meanwhile thanks are
due to the courteous staff at Elsenham for coping with the
additional load.

The Editor

STOP PRESS

The Celebration of Christmas was again held at St. Mary's
Church. It was an outstanding performance by the
augmented choir and greatly appreciated.




Plc,Ture books and CDs of ‘
delightfully recorded old favourite
and new songs for babies and
very young children, sung by
Sandra & Nancy Kerr and Leon
Rosselson and Friends

Playsongs Pubhcatwns Ltd

01799 599 054 5% ,
www.playsongs.co.uk ~

Stansted’s newest estate

agents
e Free no obligation
valuation.
e Competitive
selling fees.
e Mortgage advice.

| HELPLINE ¢
07659 550127 |

If you have a PROBLEM r_
or are in need of s
ASSISTANCE

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Stansted's voluntary community care service

Newsagent & Tobacconist
Home Delivery Service
Newspapers & Magazines

5 Lower St, Stansted
Tel: 01279 647280

fre=tsmmit et —— —.u—-.l

Computer Users! ;
Mac & PC Repairs |

software & haroware upgrades i

CARERS u«
Uttlesford District Branch
“Caring about the Carer”
Carers are the biggest provider of
health and social care in the UK.
We offer help, support and advice
If you would like to know more
about us, call us now on:
01371 875810

Uttlesford Carers
12 Stortford Road, Dunmow CM6 1DA

Registered Charity No. 246329

NLP Solutions -
to life's little problems!

Solving even a small problem
could make a BIG difference
Stress & Anger Management
Anxiety, Depression, Sleep problems
Smoking, Weight Loss, “bad habits”
Trauma, Abuse, Allergy, Phobias
Speliing Difficulties, ADD
All SOLVED in only 1 - 3 sessions!
Why let the past run your future?

Call today: 01279 817976

or emai! Link@NLPsolutions.com
www.NLPsolutions.com

Tel: 01279815511
33, Cambridge Road,
Stansted

computer repairs @\ | Sian Lloyd MBA
Certified NLP Trainer
call: AJ i & Master Practitioner
Registered Timeline ® Fractitioner
Alan Horsley < | | . lable: NLP aw ksh
Also available: Training & Workshops
Tek: 01279 §35475 ! Team Development

www.davidleeestates.co.uk

Mobile: 07952 970324 |

No call out fee ~ Viruses eradicated
¢ Low cost antivirus ~ No job too small :

o — T — 0 0 - — 0 — -

Personal & Career Coaching

Lower Street Clinic
36 Lower Street, Stansted

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy

OUR FANTASTIC NEW CRAFT
DEPARTMENT IS NOW OPEN!

ACRYLIC PAINT, GOUACHE, SILK PAINTING,

Safe and effective methods of healing which STENCILLING, OIL PAINT, GLASS PAINTING,

look beyond the symptom or the disease and
treat the person as a whole

JAN RICKWOOD

MIGPP LCHE MIFA
Tel: 01279 850727

SCRAPERFOIL, GOLD LEAF, BRUSHES, POSTER PAINTS,
MOUNTING BOARD, MARQUETRY, ETC.

NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY!

WE NOW HAVE PARKING FOR OVER 30
CARS PLUS AN ALL NEW OFFICE
FURNITURE BUILDING, CALL IN AND SEE!

Millway Stationery

Chapel Hill, Stansted. Tel: 01279 812009

== €D = =




SNIPPETS 1

The photograph of "Stansted" which
appeared in the November issue was
identified through its serial number
by Paul Embleton. It is not of our
village but of another Stansted

(same spelling) near Brands Hatch
in Kent. It nevertheless has a
remarkable similarity to the view

m,s awj interested t Seot m‘ from the Farnham road towards the
M 667 m row of houses just N of Ridgewells
1st Stansted Beaver Scouts meet garage in Birchanger.
on Sa’rurday mornings at 9.15am. Mention of the garage reminds me
. of the recent death of Michael
Al interested boys aged 6 & 7 Ridgewell. Michael, his sister
are invited to the Scout HQ in Joan and his father Rowland, were
Water Lane on near-lifelong residents of Birchanger
safurday January 22nd. and Stansted and partly but not

wholly through their family business
and the Parish Council made many
friends in Stansted. It may be

Parents and boys will be able

1o ask any ques‘ﬁo"s fhey may have regarding Scouﬂng. inevitable but it is none the less sad
when these links with our recent
For wmore information please ring past are lost.
Howard Toynton on 01799 542324 _
or Pave Southon 01279 814371 The Huw Johnson| Club's Christmas

concert was again well attended
and provided the expected crop of
both intentional and incidental
laughs. It has now earned a place
in the annual calendar. Well done,
Marion and members. Donations
and the raffle raised £555, a
wonderful reflection of the
generosity of Stansted people.

The Editor

— LEARN TO IMPROVE YOUR LIFE -

Uttlesford Learning Centres offer a huge variety of courses - just for you.
Whether it's getting to grips with computers, a foreign language, improving your knowledge or ways to
develop a business as well as your own skills.
It's all here — just ‘round the corner’ from you - or even on your doorstep,
with your own computer at home. Now, how EASY is that?
With a number of FREE courses and many more costing only a few pounds
- there is really no excuse. So, why are you waiting!
Look for the nearest centre to you and give them a CALL NOW:

»  Dunmow & Thaxted Areas: Clarance House 01371 830245

- Saffron Walden Area: Fairycroft House 01799 527109 and the learndirect centre
at Saffron Walden High School 01799 513030

« Stansted Area: Stansted Airport learndirect 01279 656532

and Peter Kirk Centre 01279 813319
or view full details on-line at www.uttlesford.gov.uk

After all, learning does not stop when you leave school.
Learning is for life, and it can be fun as well!
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0
g Flowers for evary Occasion 5
2 &
3“ t Diane & Dawd Newland . E: INTERvCOUNTY
- A i Weddings, Anniversaries, A B ——
i 5 i »i— Floral Tributes or just a bunch iﬂ;f }q.\ § The area’s Iec:dlng Independent Estate Agents
% }l. i in fresh or silk flowers fﬁ h g‘: Tel 91 279 814400
g Fresh Flowers Always Available, 3 8 Cambridge Road, Stansted
:—_9, No Order Too LARGE or SMALL § also at Saffron Walden and Bishop’s Storiford
3 Call at “Cedarwood”, Station Road, Elsenham or Tel: 01279 812110 & www.intercounty.co.uk
Boen e em e OO OO RUNC DR TR SROIC OIS SURE
- 13 Cambridge Rd
AT TOPOINT. - st oot sox STANSTED ALL-STEEL
Tel/Fax 01279 813311 Custom Manufacture
CAR SALES of STANSTED ~ QUALllTY USED CARS Security Grills Residential
12 month RAC comprehensive warranty Railings &
Pre-delivery and safety inspection Siss |is. Commercial
12 months MQT All Styles All Sizes

Part exchange welcome
H.P.I. check
Finance arranged

HEHEEE

Tel: 01279 817801 Fax: 01279 817802 Mobile: 07785 772341
Corner Buildings, Parsonage Estate, Stansted, CM24 8TY

— — — — — e w— S— — — — —

STEVE HALL
GARDEN SERVICES

1
|
CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN :
1

Tel 01279 817739
Mobile 0777 8049063

— e e e e e mm— — w— m— wm— — —

YOU'RE FURNISHED

Famous Branded Furniture at

NEW STOCK IN EVERY WEEK

Rear of 14 Cambridge Road, Stansfed 01279 815028
Mon-Sat 10am -5pm Sunday 11 am-4pm

Also new warehouse af Takeley

e o e oo o 1 e o 1o e e

Fate Tarvison

Made to measure curtains, pelmets & blinds
Loose covers, cushions & upholstery

I can supply fabrics, timmings, tracks etc.
Please call for free adv1ce & measuring service

Tel / Fax 01279 777452

email: kateharrison _1@yahoo.co.uk

-
-

HIRE THE NEWLY REFURBISHED

Ugley Village Hall

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabied and
competitive rates, the refurbished Ugley Village Hall on
Cambridge Road is ideal for clubs, classes, functions,
children’s parties and social meetings.

Bookings or further information please call Susan Bone 01279 814052

M
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fONOUR & So
(LANDSCAPE) (v

GARDEN DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
- Ground Preparation - Paving - Planting
- Brickwork -Lawns - Fencing

PHONE OR FAX

% 01279 813160

59 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted

sk A matis of
Loy e e

For better
mental health

Uttlesford Mind

Information & support for people with mental health problems
Advocacy ~ Befriending ~ Drop-in centres ~ Counselling

Weekly Drop-ins: Saffron Walden, Thaxted, Stansted & Dunmow
Volunteers are always welcome

Tel: 01371 876641
Charity No: 1023708

L%




Stansted
Evening
Women’s Institute

Over 40 members came along to hear the speaker, David
Edwards, at our December meeting, despite all the other
things going on at this time of year. David Edwards is a
glass engraver having first become interested in lettering as
a boy at school and having a career in the RAF for 22
years. He met people along the way who got him into the
art of engraving on glass and he eventually had his own
business having retired from full-time work as an engineer.
He brought along some wonderful examples of the dishes,
wineglasses, vases and ornaments that he engraves with
flowers, animals and pictures of all sorts, to the customers’
own wishes - so that every piece is unique. His wife whom
he met whilst serving in Wales actually comes from
Bentfield End; she is one of the Tumer family, and so it
was her wish to return to the area once he retired. They
now live at Takeley and David is still offering a service of
engraving special gifts as well as appearing at craft shows
where he does demonstrations.

Members were told of the very successful flower classes
held in November and were able to admire the results with
some photographs on display taken by Brenda Ryan. It was
agreed that a different member would do the flowers each
month for the President's table now that so many of us can!

Several members expressed a wish to attend next March's
AGM at Southend, when David Shepherd and Gyles
Brandreth will be speaking.

We are also planning a dinner in the summer to celebrate
our 45th anniversary as an Institute in the village. The W1
Movement as a whole will be 90 years old next year and
many celebrations will take place over the whole country -
how different things must have been in 1915.

We were entertained after the coffee break by three
members: Margaret Chastney and Kath Johnson who read
amusing poems and prose and Pear]l Wellings who led us in
carol singing.

Do come along and join us this year.

Judy Colliver
SNIPPETS 2

The Great Pothole Contest has languished as a result of some
large-scale resurfacing during the past year,all of which has
made us a safer place. There was for some weeks an,
intriguing hole at the top of Chapel Hill but even this
spectacle has now gone. How long will it be before there is
another anonymous void to excite our interest and slow the
traffic?

The Link congratulates Francis Mercer on attaining his 80th
birthday. Francis and Joan are two people who are seldom
mentioned but do so much behind the scenes, Without

folk like them Stansted i

0 sted would grind to a halt. The Editor
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BENTFIELD SCHOOL PTFA e,

S
A

Essex County Council

The PTA had a very hectic end of term with their Christmas
Fair. The afternoon was really enjoyable, getting us all in
the Christmas spirit nice and early. Santa, as always, was a
big hit with the children as were all of the many activities
and games on offer.

The event raised £1,500 which is fantastic and brings our
total raised this term alone to just short of £3,000.

This is a tremendous achievement and has only been
possible through the hard work and generosity of the staff,
pupils, parents and friends, so a huge 'thank-you' to
everyone.

This money is going towards a substantial new play
structure for our foundation stage playground and we are

now well on the way to making this dream a reality!

Marnie Tait
PTFA Member

\\ STANSTED & DISTRICT
=) J == | IBERAL DEMOCRATS
by

Our next ploughman's lunches will be on Saturday 8th
January, and Saturday 12th February, 12 noon to 2.00pm, at
the Stansted Day Centre. All are welcome.

Our first event in the New Year will be a cheese and wine
party on Friday 21st January, 8.00pm onwards, at
Churchmead, Widdington.

For further information, please ring 814222 or 813432.

Ruth Rawlinson

PRINT COoPY ARCHIVE
T: 01279 65779
F: 01279 SO03151
E: INFO@COPYZONE.CO.UK
W www.COPYZONE.CO.UK

LUNIT 3, SOUTHMILL TRADING CENTRE,
SauTHMILL ROAD, BiIsSHOP'S STORTFURD,
HERTS CM23 3DY




CARERS uw«

Uttlesford District Branch

“Caring about the Carer”
Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill
on 2™ Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

For further information call us on

01371 875810
Registered Charity No. 246329

“‘5; LENS PRACTITIONERS
THE ' ' PRACTICE
\\\ i Eyecare for ail the family
47 Knight Street 4 Chapel Hill
Sawbridgeworth Stansted
CM21 9AX CM24 8AG
01279725332 01279 816198

Sue Leech mssch MBCcha

HPC Registration No: 17977
Chiropodist
9, Mill Road, Henham

Appointments 07881 942836
Surgery and Home Visits

MERCER & HUGHES

Veterinary Surgeons

W;A

80 Cambridge Rd, Stansted. Tel 01279 813780

Surgery Hours

Mon - Fri 8.30 am - 10.30 am
430 pm-7pm

Sat 8.30am -10am

Also surgeries at Saffron Walden & Dunmow

Clive’s Maintenance Services

Kitchens designed, supplied and fitted to yeur requirements.

We are also happy to fit your own kitchen, or any similar wark,

plumbing, tiling, joinery; in fact ail the litle jobs around the home

that you can't or don't want to do. We know how important it is
fo be tidy, efficient and do exactly what you require.

Clive Richardson
Telephone 07770 273 544 Fax 01279 850618

VAN HIRE

Rowland Ridgewell Ltd
Woodview Garage, Stansted Rd, Birchanger
Tel 01279 813946

¢ £40 + vat per day
+ £75 + vat per weekend (Fri night to Mon am)
+ £220 + vat per week

Fully Insured ~ Unlimited Mileage

POTHECARY & BARRATT
SOLICITORS

Providing Legal Services for
People & Businesses

For Professional Advice You Can Trust

Call Us
& 01279 506421
email: mail@pothecary.co.uk
or visit
www.pothecary.co.uk
White Horse Court, North Street
Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2L.D
Clients’ parking and Disabled Access
Also in the City of London
Wills, Probate & Trusts - Commercial & Residential Conveyancing

Charities and Ecclesiastical Law - Corporate & Commercial Matters
Litigation & Matrimonial - Landlord & Tenant

Members of the Lawyers Christian Fellowship

\§° .

RejuvaSlim

Revolutionary Detox & Wellness Programme
We have had amazing results with: ( )
e |BS (irritable Bowel Syndrome)
o Adrenal stress
e Depression
o Liver toxicity
¢ Rheumatoid Arthritis
e Blood Sugar disorders
o Skin disorders
e Insomnia
e« Migraine
Constipation

REJUVA
g SLIM

You could lose 10lbs in weight, drop a dress size
or just feel healthier ... IN ONE MONTH!

Call Park Clinic for
FREE consultation
01279 321726

REJUVA
#SLIM
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REMINISCENCES CONTINUED

The most interesting reminiscences recorded by Mrs Pollard have certainly brought other readers’
own memories of those times. It may be of interest that some advertisements, accounts or bills
of those very shops and businesses mentioned have survived. Those so far found are being
recorded, put together and hopefully will be preserved as part of our village history. An example
of those that Mrs Pollard mentioned are: Green’s Stores 1950, Central Hall 1910, The Barley
Mow 1947, Herrington’s 1927, R. Vercoe 1927, C. A. Houghton 1947. Perhaps occasionally
others may be carried by the ‘Link’. If any reader has such items they may like them included
within the village collection.

Peter Brown

STOCKTAKING BARGAINS
.14 DAYS’ SALE

February 11th to 25th inclusive

#The CENTRAL HALL,
"STANSTED,

now availabls for purposes of publio
* entertainment, mestings, etc., and

May be Engaged upon most
! Rnasnnahla Tarms.

Tha Hall which is advantageously

UNREPEATABLE OFFERS

in
1

v D.rapery ) - situatod in the centre of the parish, 13 *
Ladies’ and Men's Wear, Hardware, Grocery . Jrowided inth & platform, chaim,

lpmm ante-rooms, and all necessary

- GREEN'S STORES STANSTED Lid. .~ © ~ semneision.

) . For terma apply io
STANSTED, ESSEX -~ ..+ E. R RICHES,

*Phone 2328 N S Oentral Hall, Stanated.

H. Il. GHAPMAN, RESIDENT GARETAKER:

Immmnccx of every description.

THE CORNER HOUSE, CHAPEL HILL.

General Stores.

HERRINGTON BRO'S.
A GOOD SELECTION OF SWEETS, Etc. R. VERCOE,

Watch and Clock Mabker.

AGENT FOR |NGERSOLE WATCHES.

Chapel Hill, Stansted, Essex.

Puy'u Visit o
The Barley Mow

“Let Duseie Oe Your Doctor?

C. A. Houghton

Consulting Honrs Walchmaker & Jeweller

LIto2 7o lu o
Chapel Hill
Stansted

(Why don't the pubs advertise nowadays?
This one has originality. The Link
would welcome a renaissance!  Ed.)
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Aviation And Ponds - Impact On Toads And Frogs

We have just put a link on the SSE website (under 'what
you can do') about a garden ponds survey to look at toads
and frogs and the impact of aviation upon them. The work
is being undertaken by students and lecturers at Brunel
University. The link takes you to the following site where
there is a simple questionnaire about your observations on
ponds:

http://dea.brunel.ac.uk/ife/research/projects/amphibian/
survey.html

If you or your friends and neighbours have ponds, you
might like to take part.

THE JUDICIAL REVIEW
OF THE
AIR TRANSPORT WHITE PAPER
STARTED 13TH DECEMBER

Plans for a second runway at Stansted and other proposals
to expand passenger capacity at Heathrow and Luton
airports could be stopped in their tracks or radically
rethought if the first-ever Judicial Review of a Government
White Paper, which started at the High Court on Monday,
13th December, is successful.

The challenge to the Air Transport White Paper has been
mounted by a consortium consisting of Stop Stansted
Expansion, the Heathrow campaign group HACAN, the
Luton campaign group LADACAN and the London
Boroughs of Hillingdon and Wandsworth. It is being heard
in parallel with a second claim from a group of five Essex
and Hertfordshire local authorities.

The High Court will hear evidence that the White Paper
addressing the future of air transport over the next 30 years,
published on 16th December 2003, was fundamentaily
flawed, that it reached its conclusions in material breach of
the process which should have been followed in the
consultation and made substantial changes in the course of
the consultation which the public were not advised about
and therefore were not able to comment upon.

The challenge by Stop Stansted Expansion and its partners
will highlight four key flaws in the White Paper:

1. The absence of a commercial justification for a second
Stansted runway, contrary to the Government’s own
requirements for the consultation

2. The failure to make clear in the consultation that the
ending of runway alternation at Heathrow — a method of
ensuring some respite from overflying for people living in
West London — could be a short-term alternative to a
third runway
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3. The failure to consult on the extended runway proposals
put forward for Luton (the consultation examined two
completely different options for expanding the airport)

4, The failure to provide information to the public about
alternative development proposals for airports which had
been submitted or to give proper consideration to these
options and the failure to inform or consult the public about
other fundamental shifts in the Government's position which
took place during the course of the consultation.

Regarding the development of a second runway at Stansted,
one of the key criteria demanded by the consultation was
that commercial viability was a “hurdle which must be
passed for new and existing airport sites.” It is clear that a
second Stansted runway can only be commercially viable if
cross-subsidised by Heathrow and Gatwick revenues —
something which the Civil Aviation Authority has
repeatedly made clear it is not prepared to sanction.

The challenge by the five local authorities, meanwhile,
addresses the failure of the Government to carry out an
environmental impact assessment before proposing
development at Stansted and the fact that the White Paper
is over-specific in determining the location of a second
runway without such an assessment. It also attacks the
White Paper on Stansted economic issues and the failure to
consult on the extended runway proposals at Luton.

Speaking ahead of the court action, Peter Sanders,
Chairman of Stop Stansted Expansion, said: “We do not
underestimate the scale of the challenge before us because
the courts have never before overturned a Govemment
White Paper. “However, we believe that in this particular
case we can clearly demonstrate to the High Court that the
Government's enthusiasm to sanction massive airport
expansion in the South East resulted in its bungling and
bulldozing its way through to the White Paper, ignoring
proper processes and its own groundrules and chopping and
changing the issues under consideration without consulting
or even informing the public of the changes.”

“Qur aim is to overturn the conclusions of the White Paper
and force the Government to think again about the whole
issue of airport expansion in the South East,” he continued.
“This action is just one element in our much broader
campaign founded on challenging expansion through a
range of legal avenues, the planning process and economic
routes to defeat the unsustainable proposals once and for
all.”

The presiding judge, Mr Justice Sullivan, has set aside six
days for the combined hearing although there will be further
opportunities for the claimants’ barristers (David Smith and
Daniel Kolinsky) to input during the hearing of a separate
but related third claim from property developer Persimmon,
due to be heard from 20th January. A decision is not
expected before February 2005.
Carol Barbone,
Campaign Director,
Stop Stansted Expansion
0777 552 3091
cbarbone@mxc.co.uk



Stansted Tennis Club

Christmas Dinner

Many thanks to the Bowls Club for providing
such an excellent venue for the Tennis Club's
annual Christmas dinner, which took place on
Saturday 4th December. A delicious three course
meal was provided by outside caterers and with a
record 38 members attending it was the most
popular Christmas meal for many years.

Club Open Sessions

All adult members are welcome to come along
and join in any of the following open club
sessions:

Sunday momings from 9.30am

Wednesday mornings from 10.00am

Wednesday afternoons from 2.00pm

(please note the new time for the winter months)
Friday mornings from 9.30am

Coaching

Martyn Taplin is currently holding adult coaching
sessions for club members who wish to improve
their game. Two classes take place between 2.00-
4.00pm on Saturday afternoons. Please call
Martyn on 816386 if you would like to find out
more or would like to join in.

Chris Hollis' junior groups are now restricted to
Saturday mornings. These will continue until
March when it will be light enough to play again
during weekday afternoons. Chris will be
available for individual lessons at various times
during the day, so whether or not you are a
current member of the club and are interested in
having a lesson, please call Chris on 319155.

Half-price Membership

Why not take advantage of the half-price club
membership, which runs from October to March?
Just call Kate Rutter on 813053 for full details.

For any other enquiries, please contact either
Richard Mott (Secretary) on 01279 466348 or
Janet Hollis (Chairman) on 01279 812073.

Chris Hollis
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MONZE, ZAMBIA |
AR helping dreams |
hﬁ N come true

r— o _ S |
Visiting Stansted Castle, particularly during these

wet cold days, brings home the hard conditions our

forebears coped with. However, these buildings are

very similar in construction to ones still in wide-
spread use around the town of Monze, Zambia.

Next door in Bishop’s Stortford is a reminder of
that town’s son and great entrepreneur, Cecil
Rhodes, who left this world with De Beers and
present day Oxford based Mandela Rhodes
Foundation.

Despite the wealth behind de Beers, and the fortu-
nate few through Rhodes Scholarships, education
is still a privilege to those without parents in
Zambia. The Monze Education Fund, a locally
based registered UK charity, was established to
support schools and orphaned pupils (caused
through Malaria, TB and AIDS) in Monze, a town
about the size of Stansted, nearly two hours drive
from Victoria Falls. The charity is run by volun-
teers and this includes a Trustee based in Zambia
who helps co-ordinate projects with the school.
This ensures that practically every penny raised
goes to those who need it. The Fund’s philosophy
is to support a culture of self help rather than nur-
turing one of dependence. For example, life saving
mosquito nets (as part of the WHO, USAID and
local UNICEF programme) are sold by Monze
pupils — the profit (about 60p) from each net sold
goes to the school and its orphans.

Supporters of the
Monze Education
Fund have run
several events, the

results of which are
starting to make a

tangible difference to the kids in Monze. One new
fund raising scheme provides CAA qualifying
Charity Flights in a light aircraft, and all proceeds
go to the Monze Education Fund. So if you would
like a flight yourself or would like to mark a special
occasion and treat someone then you could benefit
two causes at the same time ! For more information
contact tony@wood-and-co.com

If you would like to help MEF please contact
mefl@monze.com or call 01279 652766.
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Alzheimer$ Society

Dementia care and research

Uttlesford Branch

Help, advice and support
for people with dementia and
their carers.

Home visits possible.

We are now at:-

The Voluntary & Community
Centre
46 High Street
Gt. Dunmow, Essex
CM6 1AN

@ 01371 872519

email:
alzheimers@uttlesford.freeserve.co.uk

Registered Charity No 296645
_Ll CoReg No 2115499 rj—‘

EDDIE HO (.

Fish & Chips
.BBQ Chicken
Southern Fried Chicken
Pukka Pies
Beef Burgers

Station Road, Stansted
01279 817307

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

Dcwm!

SERVICING

REPAIRS

Bentfield Road Stansted
TEL: 01279 812686

: SHADOWFAX
e T R SRR 7 T
3 TECHNOLOGY

Your local IT supplier

=1 PCs, peripherals and software
- Broadband Internet from

i§l £24.99/month (less than BT)
% +- Complete networks for
business and home

2l - Antivirus software

#41- Advice from qualified staff

Microsoft
CERTIFIED
Partner

14 Riverside Business Park
Stoney Common Road
Stansted CM24 8PL
Tel: 01279 813076
E-mail: info@sfax.co.uk

M COLLINS
Family News
NEWSAGENT TOBACCONIST

CONFECTIONERS
AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANERS

Chapel Hill, Stansted
Tel 01279 812049

VICKERS

SOLICITORS

Friendly & personal service
Fixed fee Conveyancing
Litigation

Free initial consultation

Advice & assistance at
reasonable cost
Prompt attention

Please contact Julian Vickers
16 Lower Street,
Stansted CM24 8LP
Tel: 01279 817871
Fax: 01279 817877

Email:
julian@vickerslaw.demon.co.uk
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"\\o%'rchunger
(9) Nursery Unit
Ages 24 -5 years

morning & afterncon

Own building in beautiful
village school grounds

Excellent facilities

& outdoor play areas

Well qualified staff

Outstanding OFSTED
Report (January 2004)

Come & visit - you will be
made very welcome

For further

information tel # “E“ﬂiﬂﬁ:ﬂ
814037 or 0777 3730754 L]

LEEAYI o
ALLIASCE

/"1 R JOHNSTON cs6 ket
Qualified Tree Surgeon
Fully Insured

Pruning

Dismantling

Hedge Trimming
Trees/Shrubs supplied &  planted

Contract Maintenance

\_ Tel 01920821595/

STANSTED

CARPETS :

42 CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED

CARPETS &
VINYLS

CARPET TILES - SAFETY FLOORING
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

CURTAINS

AND FABRICS * RAILS AND POLES
HAND MADE CURTAINS

FREE LOAN QF SAMPLES
HUGE SELECTION
FREE QUOTATIONS

WALLPAPER

BORROW THE BOOK - CHOOSE AT HOME

01279

812019




STANSTED LIBRARY\

The popular Bookstart afternoons have
been resumed on the first Thursday of
the month from 2.15 to 2.45. They
make an excellent way of introducing
toddlers to the joys of rhyme and
reading.

Admission is free; just come along.

ANSWERS TO THE FIRST CROSSWORD

We hope that you had a stab at the earliest known puzzle
which was reproduced in our December issue.
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Never ending ironing pile?
Then call the

3 Iron Maiden

Non-smoking environment. .
FREE local collection & delivery.

el : B/S 771867

%s.7 Competitive, reliable and friendly.
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We are delighted that Carole Crosby
has replied to our appeal for an
illustrator. As you can see from our
front cover, she brings much
needed expertise to our pages.

\ Welcome to the team, Carole. /

S. PERRY
CHAPEL END NURSERY =

HUGE RANGE OF SHRUBS AND TREES
INCLUDING MANY UNUSUAL VARIETIES

PLANTS AND BULBS FOR ALL SEASONS -
TUB & BASKET PLANTS PLANTED HANGING BASKETS
HERBS VEGETABLE PLANTS FRUIT BUSHES
ROSES HEDGING

LEVINGTON MULTIPURPOSE |5
75 LITRE + 33% FREE
=100 LITRE BAG
£4.95

EUREKA!

HTA _

GODWINS
MULTIPURPOSE COMPOST
75 LITRE BAG

CONIFERS
BEDDING
ALPINES

HERBACEOUS
COMPOST
STONE
PAVING

SUTTONS SEEDS  JIGRITS & GRAVEL}:
5PACKS OR MORE SUNDRIES
SAVE 10p PER PACK ] WILD BIRD FOOD |3
XMAS TREES

COPEN: 9 am TO 6 pm EVERY DAY
S, oML SEREN 128D,
L O1Z7TS 850771

“Llﬁ'ﬂ.tﬂ.\_‘mt.‘a‘.!ﬁ%\tﬁ‘.&‘lﬂ.ﬁ!ﬂtﬁ%‘t‘n‘_‘t

EXCELLENT
PRICES
IT PAYS
TO VISIT
US FIRST

THE STAR OF INDIA
Quality is the result of Care!

We'’re Open ... and
ready to serve you !

24 years of successful dining experience is now
available in ELSENHAM

2 main courses for the price of 1

when you bring in this Voucher — collection only
(You will not be charged for the least expensive of the two main courses.)

Order Line

0800 007
6768

3 Ambrose Comer, Robin Hood Rd, Elsenham

Opening times:
12 noon to 2pm
Spm to 10pm
(except Sundays and
Bank Holidays)




LSENH
canm
ASPIRATIONS
9 Hole Golf Course

Pay and Play
Health & Fitness Suite
Memberships Available
Driving Range
Open 7 Days a week

iy 01 279 812865

jps L

HEALT TUWBIG
Cur beauty therapy sulte provides the ideal
environment in which to experience some of the
most deeply therapeutic treatments available

Telephone 01279 817277 to book an appointment

e Celebrations

Balloons for that Special Occasion

Whether you need a single balloon or:
balloons for a large party,
we can accommodate all your needs.
We have a vast selection of balloons to
cater for all occasions.

Have that special gift wrapped into a balloon.

Ideal for new baby, flowers,
wedding gifts for bridesmaids etc

All orders can be placed by telephone
so call usnow on 01279 814815

,P/ All major credit cards accepted

www.standonmill.co.uk

Standon Mill is tha latest axciting new developmant from City &
Cauntry Residaniicl. Lacated alongaide tha Rivar Rib the formar
Flour Mill, dating back to 1901, is being sympethelically converted

into lwenty-one conlemporary Iuh styla apartmants of 1, 2 and 3
bedrooms.

Standon Mill will feature altractive waterside communal gardens
end many of the cpartmanis will also benefit from unique
balconias and roof terraces to offer extended living space and
taka advantage of the fine views.

Prices start from £17%,000.

Call Residential Sales on 01279 818 900 for further information.

el

CITY&>COUNTRY

RESIDENTIAL

Benthield Place,
Benifiaid Road,
Siansted,
Essoxn,

CM24 GHL

www. cityandeouniry. co.uk

GRAHAM SCHOOL
OF DANCE

R.A.D. Ballet Classes held in Stansted

Also at Bishop's Stortford
Classes in Ballet, Tap & Modern Dance,
Drama & Singing
For details & prospectus please
tel 01371 878410 or visitus at

WWw.g rahamschoolofdance.fsnet.co.uk

email: philip@grahamschoolofdance.fsnet.co.uk

V-
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The Mower Shop

ELSENHAM
Mower
Strimmer
Chain Saws
Garden Tractors
Tools & Accessories
Fi@ﬂ@ﬁﬂg@_ engineers
FULL REPAIR SERVICE
Tel O1279 813381

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)
MOT Testing ~ Diesel & Catalyst

Selection of New & Used Cars
Accident Recovery Work
Welding & Chassis Repairs
Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre
Calor Gas Stockist

We help YOU the motorist by

e cheaper labour rate
e guaranteed workmanship
e free collection & delivery in local area

Familiar with most makes of vehicles
including four wheel drives

Please ring Malc or Neil on 01279 813315 or 815946
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ONWARD DRIVER TRAINING ' .
‘Safe driving for life’ (Bl.s t 1’0 49

Driving Standards Agency Approved Instructor and Assessor
o Leamer Tuition: Manual & Automatic dual-controlled

Fiat Puntos - friendly non-smoking environment with in-car Re&l)( == Un’(,(}lnd- = En]Oy

laptop & video for Theory & Hazard Perception Training

‘Pass Pius’ Registered Instructor
°
o Advanced & Defensive Driver Training 304 Lower Street Stansted
e (ompany & Fleet Driver Training and Assessment ]
(for compliance with HSE requirements) N q{eservatlons 01279 817177 (-

e Motorway Tuition and incident management

o Refresher and Confidence-Building Courses
(Parking, Manoeuvring, Economy & Winter driving)

e 4x4 and 6x6 Off-Road Tuition (including winching, ?&brications

self -recovery, commercial and leisure)
o Driver Instructor Training is the local company for all soft furnishings,

Philip Hastings Dip.DI, ADI made from ourfabric.?‘ or your own.
19 Cawkell Close, gtanste% CM24 8JF Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

Tel: 01279 815571 email: DrivingOnward@aol.com

For free advice and measuring service call

Davidson Oakley & Co
| We provide a friendly and efficient professional LAD'ES' FASHION SHO‘ES

accountancy and taxation service for local AT FACTORY PRICES
businesses and individuals including: Open: Mon - Sat 10 - 4

- Tel: 01279508441 0 /\,
i free parking > b

Self Assessment Tax Returns

Accountancy and Audit

i:'-—-"/
Management Accounts Sﬁzl.EJ'LEN
Prans T SOUTHMILL TRADING ESTATE o Etten
SOUTHMILL ROAD
BISHOP'S STORTFORD www.rpellen.co.uk

Free Initial Consultation

Please tel 01279 813294

. Forge House, 39-41 Cambridge Rd, Stansted CM24 8BX ( c 0 RB ET[ E LE chl CAL |

|
|
|
Electrical Contractor

A laste of what Mountfitchet Romeera Leisure Centre has on offer!

Something for jou & your family! Rewires ~ Extra Sockets & Lights
Inspection & Testing ~ Repairs

Facilitics at the centre include:

® Harpers Gym o Tennis Courts & Sports Hall )
e Aerobics Studio e Creche e Free Parking 31 Rainsford Road, Stansted Tel: 01279 816577
Activities at the centre include: | 2
e Soccer School e [ennis Action s TOP Start Sessions
e Camp Energy * tHall of Fun * Trampollning
o Ladies morning « Badminton * Yoga Classes
¢ Shorl Mat Bowls ® 50+ morning © Tennis “mgen!’4 ARE YOU RE-'-IRED?
» Table Tennis e Trampolining for Adults ) Iﬁilﬂl

) ] ] s itself on being home to many of We are looking for people to take well behaved dogs inte their homes and care
i R s [ =S W) aby o many o for them while their owners are away on holiday or just away for a day or two.
the leading sports clubs in Essex, To join in, simply phone the centre on the
ielephone number helow. We are an established pet sitting company based in Bishops Stortford & offer our

Fantastic Membership offers are available!! To find out more clients an alternative to kennelling, thereby reducing stress to both dog & owner.

simply phone the centre on the telephone number below. You must be at home most of the day, have a secure garden and no other animals.
If you feel you would like the companionship of a dog without the fulitime
L]
Tel . 01 2 79 64 85 80 commitment, whilst earning some extra money, we would love to hear from youl
I An Clllnfod Lesare 114 faclty mansped by Leure Connecton L i Please telephone 01279 654487




D. C. POULTON

Funeral Directors

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

PERSONAL ATTENTION

AND UNDERSTANDING
Established 1888

2 Chapel Hill
DaY and Stansted
Night CM24 8AG

Personal 01279
Service 813219

CLARKS LANE

payment
Plans
Available

Also at 01992 572609

EPPING CM16 4NJ

I nlu aw n available

on mdu\ over £10
on colicetion

8 Chapel Hill
Stansted
Essex CM24 84G

01279 815688
01279 812774

FREE Home Delivery

aLUBA DIVE

SGI.HBA nwma EEMRE
10 Ghapel Hill, Stansted

08700 502254

www.2dived.co.uk
(NE DN ONE SUPERVISION BEGINNER COURSES TRY DIVES

FULLY STOCKED SHOP AR FILLS DIVE TRIPS SERVICING

Daniel Robinson & Sons ]

Independent Family Funeral Directors

& Monumental Masons
A personal caring service from a family business
day or night

Our trained staff will be pleased to give free confidential
advice on any matter

79/81 South Street 3 Bullfields
Bishop's Stortford Sawbridgeworth
Tel. 01279 655477 Tel. 01279 722476

146 High Street VA
Epping Harlow
Tel. 01992 560890 Tel. 01279 426990

~oLDg "

O A Haslers Lane
@ Great Dunmow
M R_ﬁ_qh Tel. 01371 874518

s
\24-)'mr.‘.l'family careline * Golden Charter Pre-Payment Plansr

SOUTH of FRANCE
Luxury gites, fully equipped
to a high standard
10m pool
Pretty secluded courtyard
Fireplaces & central heating
Short walk to shops
Easy distance to golf,
canoeing & beaches

Call Alison Barr
Tel/fax 01799 530136

Email info@selectgites.com
www. selectgites.com

MullucksWells

FORA
PROFESSIONAL APPROACH
AND EXPERT ADVICE

SWORDERS ON ALL YOUR

PROPERTY MATTERS
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS Country Properties
Town Houses
G E Sworder & Sons Residential Lettings
14 Cambridge Road Commercial Sales
Management and Letting
Stansted CM24 8BZ Surveys and Valuations
Tel: 01279 817778 6 GREENS BUILDINGS
2 4 CAMBRIDGE ROAD
STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
Email: TEL: 01279 816816

auctions@sworder.co.uk

web: www.mullucks.co.uk

www.sworder.co.uk email: stansted®@mullucks.co.uk




