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27 - 29 High Street, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 lAT
8 orzsS 522488 / www.bubbles-bathrooms.co.uk

Thinkíne of a New Buthroom?

Then why not visit us where we can offer
the complete service, from design to

completion, which includes a 6 year IBSA

Terms and conditions apply on 6 year guarantee
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backed guarantee at
no extra cost to yourself

VALLEY CARPETS
The Carpet Specialist for

Quality Carpets and Fitting for all
Domestic & Conüact Floorcoverings

For an appointnent please contact
Stuart & Sue Timms

25 Cambridge Rd, Stansted
Telz07279 877757

www.val ley-carpets. co. u k
Em ai I : i nfo@v al I ey-c a rpets. co. u k

Also at:
121 London Road
Sawbridgeworth
Tel:01279 724047
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PLUMBING
&

HEATING
Mr I K Foster

Speckled Hen Cottage
27 ChapelStreet

Stoke by Clare, Sudbury
Suffolk COl0 8HS

Tel 0l 787 279146
Mobile 07774 654778
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BoilerSewicing
Fast restrronse to breakdowns

of CentalHeating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxlde Testlng
Boiler Replacements
GeneralPlumbing

Cooker Installations

z4 HourCall Out
CORGI Registered

Ex British Gas

Contqd Juliøt
25 bnüield Cantseway

Tel 01279 8ló083
or 079ó7 36ó585

Exceptional standard of accommodation

ETB 4 Diamond Rating with Silver Award

All guest rooms have ensuite facilities

Open All Year including Christmas

lain & Selina Rankin

Chimneys

44 Lower Street, Stansted,

Essex CM24 8LR

Telllax:01279 81 3388

Email: info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

Web: www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

ATDWYCH CONSTRUCTION
23125 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 8LN

Bulldlng ond Drcorollng Conlroctor¡

All nædr proYldrd lhroughoul
Norlù Wr¡t F¡¡¡x,

Ëo¡l Tlrfr & Soullr Comb¡

FOR ESTIMATES

Tel 0l 279 816701
t'lobile 07976 050802

Fax 01 279 812656

.PROPER WORK AT PROPER PRICES'
BOTH PERIOD AND MODERN

c!$reenways cFinancial $lannins
Independent Financial Aduisers

. Free Consultations

. Confidential Home Visits

. No Fees Charged

Professional friendly advice on

Life Assurance . Pensions including Stakeholder
Mortgages . lnvestments including lSAs / PEPs

Critical lllness . lncome Protection

Annuities . Long Term Care . Estate Planning

Greenways

Park Road, Elsenham CM22 6DF

ïel / Fax 01279 816622

A member of DBS Financial Management plc which is regulated by the

Financial Services Authority. DBS is part of the MYSIS group of companies.

The FSA does not regulate mortgages nor all forms of crilical illness income

prolection & long term care



Opinions expressed in this magazine are g¡ven freely and do not
necessarily represent those of CTS, its member churches, village

organisations or advertisers.

Editor
Disiriþution
Advertising

Derek Honour
Janet Townsend
Wendy Moss

ß 647213
a 812593
a 812797

Copy to reach 58 Ghapel Hill or ema¡lto stanstedlink@aol.com
By 1Oth March for publication on 26th March

By 14th Aprilfor publication on 30th April

The L nk
Published monthly by Churches Together in Stansted

Annual subscription Ê4
Printed by Copyzone of Bìshop's Stortford
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lndex to Advertisers
Page Page

AnimalCare

Community &
Care

Computing

Education

Electrical

Financial&
Legal

Food &
Lodging

Funeral
Services

Furniture &
Furnishings

Garden
Supplies &
Services

Household
Services

Angets4Animats (pet sitting)
Mercer & Hughes (vets)
Alzheimer's Society
Hearing Hetp
Hetptine
MIND
Stansted Day Centre
Uttlesford Carers
Atan Horsley
Computer Help
MCM Computer Services
ShadowFax
The Cartridge Centre
Birchanger Nursery Unit
Montessori Nursery
N&W Essex Adutt Comm Cott
Rainbow Pre-school
Sideways Pre-School
Utttesford Learning Centre
Corbett ElectricaI
Zetta Batteries
Davidson Oaktey & Co
Greenways FinanciaI Ptanning
Pothecary & Barratt
Vickers
Bistro 49
Chimneys Guest House
Courtyard Gites
Eddie Ho Fish & Chips
Royal ïandoori
Star of lndia
D.C. Poutton & Sons
Daniel Robinson & Sons
J Day & Son
Bubbles Bathrooms
Fabrications
GESworder&Sons
Kate Harrison
Stansted Carpets
Vattey Carpets
You're Furnished
D Honour & Son
Garden Design
JR Johnstone
Perry's Garden Centre
Setina. Rankin
Steve Halt's Gardening Services
The Mower Shop
Ware Ptanters
A Better Aerial
ADA Decorating

Clive's Maintenance Services 22
Do-lt-4-U 17
Executive Carpet Care 24
Express Picture Framing 14
Flowers for atl Occasions 20
Foster Plumbing & Heating FC
G.P. Ctark (roofer) 12
lron Maiden 15
JDW Gas Heating Speciatist FC
Knights Windows 24
Mark Robinson (handyman) 12
R.D. Ettis (furniture restorer) 14
Ray Morton (painter/decorator) 14
Stansted's Painting Ladies 14
Tim's Tites 14
¿DiVE4 30
Cetebrations 8
Elsenham Gotf Centre 8
Graham School of Dance 8
Newport Croquet Club 12
Romeera Leisure Centre 29
Autopoint Car Sales 20
D Bonney & Sons I
Nunn's Garage 26
Onward Driver Training 29
Rowland Ridgwett 22
CK Men's Room 14
Fanry Fingers 12
Gtynis Cheers (hypnotherapist) 14
Grave Concern 14
Lower Street Ctinic 18, 24
NLP Sotutions 18
Stimming World 24
Sue Leech (chiropodist) 22
The Eye Practice 22
The Park Ctinic (weight toss) 22
Copyzone 27
Mittway Stationery 18
Ptaysongs Publications 18
Atdwych Construction FC

City & Country Residential 8
David Lee 18
lnter County 20
Mullucks Welts 30
PHD Associates (architects) 14
Famity News 26
King's Family Butchers 10
R&KNêwsagents 18
R P Etten Ltd (fashion shoes) 29
Stansted Att-5teet (gates, raitings)20
Ugtey Vittage Hatt (for hire) Z0

29
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Leisure

Motoring

Personal
Services

Printing &
Publishing

Property
Services

Retailers

Other
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All enquiries
are welcome at

The Church Office
located upstairs ¡n

St.John's Church Hall,
Stansted CM24 8JP

(0r 279) 8r s243
ch u rch.office@stansted. net

Administrator
Mrs Elizabeth Jennings

Monday

Wednesday

Friday

Open
from

9:00am-
'12:00noon

Triumph and disaster

I istening to the news this morning as I
Ldrove to worþ I was faced with the image
of three women - one triumphant, another
fearful, and a third mourning a dead
husband. The fìrst was Ellen MacA¡thur -
welcomed home to enorïnous acclaim to enor-
mous acclaim from her record sefting voyage.
The second, an asylum seeker speaking ofher
wait for a decision about staying in this country.
And the thi¡d was the wife of one of ten service
men killed in lraq, greeting the return of her
husband's body. Triumph and disaster, all in
the space of five minutes. In our world of mass

communications, these experiences are juxta-
posed; we became a nation of spectators, watch-
ing others' lives. What does it mean for us?

I find myself recognising two possible
responses. The frst is to let it flow over me. To
listen to the news but to feel little because I
can't possibly do so. I have to get to work, turn
my attention to other things. Although this
tends to be what I do, I have conaems about this
response. Ifpractised on a regular basis, will it
not lead to a blunting of my ability to see those
in the news as real people, just like me? Over
time, am I perhaps reducing my capacity to lis-
ten and to hea¡ the joy and pain around me?
The second response is to become caught up
with certain stories and issues. A friend told me

that in a radio phone-in prograurme later in the
day, people from all walks of life were speaking
of how Ellen MacArthur's achievement had
encouraged them in their own struggles against
impossible odds. My initial reaction to this was

sceptical.
Yet the lives of people in the public eye

(even ofcharacters in soap operas) do have an

effect upon us and on the way we manage our
own triumphs and disasters. For whatever rea-

son, Ellen MacArthur's triumph moves me less

than did Paula Radciiffe's collapse, or Gordon
Wilson's response in I 987 following his daugh-
ter's kiiling by the IRA. However much we ap-

parently ignore them and move on, some stories
ofsuccess and faiiure 'touch a chord', and peo-
ples' reactions to them become the backdrop or
context for our own struggles. Those that touch
us do influence our lives in an indirect way,
becoming part of a store of collective memory
upon which we draw in order to make sense of
what happens to us and to shape our oluì
responses.

Of course, our own experiences of triumph
and disaster do not come at us in the samE way
as scenes in a single news bulletin. They are

longer and deeper and cannot be shelvedjust
because we need to ggt on with work. One of
the lines from the poem 'If . . . ' urges us to
"meet with triumph and disaster, and treat those
two impostors just the same". I think that
Kipling is wrong to see the triumphs and disas-

ters of our lives in this way. These experiences
are not 'impostors', but the stuffof life. They
are real, unique and important, and the joy or
pain they bring must be lived through. ln them,
and our responses to them, character and empa-
thy are formed. What's more, our responses - as

much as those of the strangers we watch on the
television news - have the power to influence
others for good or ill. Like me, you c¿ul

probably think of people who have impressed
you by their courage - or fear - in face ofper-
sonal tragedy or pain.

ln the Biblical accounts ofthe death and

resurrection ofJesus that we read in Church

during this season ofPassiontide and Easter,

there are many characters with a variety of
responses and reactions to what is going on. I
hear something new in these stories every year,

and they work - at one level - in much the same

way as some of those other stories from the

news or television. If I let them touch me, and
shape my own responses, they have the power
to change my life.

Caroline Currer

Holy Week and
Easter at St John's

Stations of the Cross
with Holy Communion

7:00pm Mon-Wed

Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion and-

VigilS:00pm
a

Good Friday
Children's Prolect

9:00am-3:00pm

Tenebrae Service
at St Theresa's

I
Holy Saturday

Vigil and Readings for
Easter 6:30pm

0

Easter Day
Holy Communion

8:00arn, 9:30am

Diary
Sundoys

8:00am Holy Communion
9:30am Parish Communion

with Sunday School

Wednesdoys

l0:00am Holy Communion

followed by coffee

7:3Opm lntercessions and

Night Prayer

G rou ps

Lazer Group is a l2-l 6 youth group which meets weekly
on Sunday evenings at 7:30pm for activities in the
church hall. The evening concludes with candlelit Night
Prayer in the chapel in church.

Prayer Group for Heoling meets monthly in the parish.

Contact the Church Offìce for det¿ils of meetings.

Housegroups Wednesdays at the Rectory 'Uvingthe

Questrons' beginning at 8pm. For information contact
Andrew Spurr on I I2203 www.livingthequestions.com

Rector

Revd Andrew Spurr
The Rectory

Sc John's Road

Stansted Mountlìtchet
Esse* CM24 8JP

Phonelfox
(0t27e) 812203

rector@stonstednet
Doy off Thurcdoy

Assistant Curate

Revd Dr Caroline
Currer

The Church Office
(0t 279) 8t 5243

curate@stansted.net

Ðireaor of lvlusic

I'trs Glynis Morris
phonelfox

- (0t223)263640
ch u r ch. m u s i c(òstdnsred. n et

Sunday School

Mrs Sandra Wood
(0r27e) 6470s4

sondro@stonsted.net

Church Holl Bookings

Secretory

Mrs Joy Lambe
(0t279) 8t7e37
îov@stans:"ed.net

Open Door Service
(Ecumenical All-Age

worship)
Mrs Frances Richards

(0t27e) 8t2748
ri ch ki dz@w o itr os e.co m

Lozer Grouþ

Mr Gary West
þhone

(0r27e) 8rs243
gory. west@zetne¿co. uk

Housegroups

The Rector
(0t279) I r 2203
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Registers for January

Baptism

16th ThomasHyde-Evetts

Funerals

6rh

7th
14th
lTth

Susan Lorraine Carton
Charles William (Joe) Watson
Doris Mabel Shervington
Charles Leslie Hudgell

ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Therese of Lisieux

High Lane

Father Joe White
The Presbytery
St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane
Stansted
Tel: 012'79 814349

AN EASTER REFLECTION

I¡ Jesus'time hundreds of Jewish families began the journey
to Jerusalem, ther capital city, to celebrate the feast of
Passover. This was and still is, an important Jewish festival
commemorating the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and
thei¡ safe flight across the Red Sea.

Historically, the word - Passover - passing over or protec-
tion, is derived from the instructions given to Moses by God
and referred to in the Old Testament book of Exodus. In
order to encourage the Egyptians to leave Egypt, God
intended to - "smite all the fust bom both man and beast in
the land". To protect themselves, the Israelites were told to
mark their dwellings with lamb's blood so that God could
identify and thus pass over them. This saved the Jewish
family's fust-born from death and allowed them to escape to
the desert.

So at Passover time Jesus and his disciples set off for
Jerusalem too and were soonjoined by other groups of
pilgrims along the way. There was a special reason why the
crowds were so excited when Jesus rode the donkey into
Jerusalem. Long before, God had promised, through the
prophets, that he would send the Messiah to save and rule his
people Israel. The Messiah would be descended from King
David, as indeed Jesus was.

At that time Jesus had been preaching for th¡ee years, carry-
ing out his public life ofteaching goodness, forgiveness and
mercy and healing and curing all ailments. He had become a
revered public figure, feared by the Jewish hierarchy and
Roman politicians alike. He taught a new belief of love and
forgiveness. This was not acceptabie to the Jewish rabbi
who subscribéd to a different kind of teaching, or the
Romans, who had put the Jewish people down for years.

The sigrrificance of the donkey is interesting, as Jesus was
unofficially recognised as the King who would lead the
Jewish people to victory. it fulfiiled the prophesy of
Zecharíah "Rejoice people of Zionl Shout for joy you
people of Jerusalem! Look your king is coming to youl He
comes triumphant and victorious but humble and riding on a
donkey". It was known that a king who went to battle rode a
horse, whereas a king who came in peace, rode a donkey.

Pilgrims who were already in Jerusalem heard that Jesus was
on his way. They streamed out of the city to meet him, wav-
ing palms, much as we would wave flags today if our Queen
visited the city or town.

On the night before Passover, in an upper room in Jerusalem,
Jesus took bread and wine and there performed the fust
Sacrament of the Eucharist. Judas and Peter, who were both
to let him down that night, were there, showing that Jesus
gives himself for everyone, but only those who really love
him can share his life.

How could his followers know on that day that the shouts of
"Hosanna" would be changed to "Crucif, Him" a few days
later? They suffered the torment of losing their Master,
where today we know that Jesus rose in glory on Easter
Sunday.

Mary Warnett

42 years
97 years
96 years

82 years

Holy Days of Obligation 8.00am and 8.00pm

9.3OamTuesday-Saturday

Confessions
Saturday l0.00am

and by appointment

Baptisms By appointment

Services for Holy Week and Easter

Palm Sunday 20th March Palms blessed and distributed at
all masses - 6.00pm Saturday,
9.00am and 10.30 am Sunday

Tues 22nd March 8.00pm Penitential service and
confessions

Priest

Masses Saturday
Sunday

Maundy Thursday
24th March

Holy Saturday
26th March

Easter Sunday
Z7thMarch

6.00pm
9.00am and 10.30am

8.00pm Mass of the Lord's
Last Supper and watching until
l1.00pm

Easter vigil commencing at
8.0Opm

Usual masses at 9.00am and
10.30 am

Good Friday 25th March l0.00am Children's service
3.00pm Passion ofour Lord
6.00pm Walk of Witness



Contact

Preachers for March

Mrs Janet Townsend
58 Chapel Hill
Tel: 012'79 812593

Minister

6rh
13th
2Orh

24th

25th

27th

2.30 pm
10.30 am
10.30 am

7.30 pm

10.30 am

10.30 am

UNITED REFORMEI)
Chapel Hill

Rev'd David Simpson
11 Church Manor
Bishop's Stortford
CM23 5AF
Tel01279 504900

METHODIST
Meets in Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Minister Rev'd Keith Page

2 South Road
Bishop's Stortford
Tel 01279 654415

Secretary Mrs Catheri¡re Dean
49 Recreation Ground
Stansted
Tel: 01279 813579

Email methodists@stansted.net

All services start at 9.3Oam unless otherwise stated

Services and preachers for March

6th Julie Finbow
l3th Rev'd Keith Page - Holy Communion
20th Joint Service at the URC - Rev'd David Simpson
27th Joint Service at the URC - Rev'd David Simpson

Holy Communion

Services at the Meeting House are at 9.30am. Those at the

URC start at 10.30am. There will be no monthly fellowship
meeting during March, as we shall be supporting the Lent
Groups organised by Churches Together in Stansted.

On Sunday l3th February we said farewell to Anne King
who is moving north to be nearer her family. Anne has been

a loyal and active member of Stansted Methodist Church for
many years; she is one of those people who works away
quietly in the background, totally dependable, and never

seeks thanks or praise for the things she does. Anne has

often prepared the Meeting House for worship; setting out

the chairs, putting out the bibles, hymnbooks and lectern etc.

She has also been a conscientious and willing communion

steward - always making sure that someone else carries out

this very important role if she is unable to be there herself.

An¡e will be greatly missed, but we do wish her and her

husband, Tony, well in their new life 'up north'.

r{omun's ufonm 
¡ì\*,.

D^üY OT PRAYER ¡
2 pm Friday 4th.March,

United Reformed Church
ol.et our light shine'

Prepared by the women of Poland

Do come and
join in this !Øorld-wide event

Details of Holy Week and Easter
services at all the churches are
included in a leaflet being
distributed throughout Stansted

Rev'd David Simpson
Karen Brady
Rev'd David Simpson
Maundy Thursday :

'Tenebrae' Meditation Service at

Bishop's Stortford URC
Good Friday Meditation -

Rev'd David Simpson
Rev'd David Simpson - Easter
Day Communion with Methodists

Women's world day of praYer

4th March 2.00 pm The meeting this year will be hosted

by the URC. The service is prepared by the women of
Poland. Our speaker will be Sue Bree, who works for
Samaritan's Purse, the organisation who collect and distri-
bute the shoe boxes that we make up in November. She wiil
tell us about the people the shoe boxes are given to. It
should be very interesting. Tea is served after the service.

Everyone welcome, including men!

The Pilots

How il all begøn

John Williams was a missionary and with his wife Mary
went out to the islands in the South Pacific to take the

Christian message. They had a very interesting time but their
mission was fraught with danger. John was eventually
murdered.

ln 1936, recognising the fascination that a nautical theme had

for young people, a new organisation was formed by the

London Missionary Society and called 'Pilots'. Though col-

lecting money was an important aspect of the work, helped

by the launch of the 'ship-halþenny' n 1937 , Pilots was

about much more.

A week night programme of worship, education and fun was

designed to complement and supplement what went on in
church on Sundays. The organisation was and still is non-

uniformed and flexible, catering for both boys and giris, aged

from 4 to 18 years.

The Stansted URC 'crew' meet twice a month in the Lecture
Hall on a Monday evening from 6.00pm to 7.30pm.

Details from the captain: Vaierie Trundle (01219) 813433.

4



SOCIETT OF FRIENDS
Quaker Meeting House, ChaPel Hill

Clerk Mrs Anthea Lee
24 Lea Close
Bishop's Stortford
Tel:01279 656707

Meeting SundaY, 1l.00am

Meeting House Lettings

Bookings for the Meeting House lettings are now done by

Virginia Marshall: Telephone 01279 812410 (weekends

only).

MARGARET WHITELAW - A TRIBUTE

as her desire to keep up with friends made during her life'

She wanted to visit many places and would get very ani-

mated when speaking of her Plans.

She was very proud of her two daughters, Bridgette and Ruth

and her four grandchildren, and saw as much ofthem as her

busy schedule allowed. Both daughters were a great comfort,

support and strength to her during her final illness.

Margaret's funeral at Parndon Wood Crematorium and her

memorial Meeting held at St John's Church on 28th January

were followed by a lunch at the Meeting House. A very

large number of people, from far and near, attended and

many expressed their admiration of and their love for
Margaret. Later in the afternoon Margaret's daughters and

her sister planted a weeping cherry tree in the Meeting House

garden in her memory. In due course this will have a plaque

and Margaret's ashes will be scattered there.

Margaret will be greatly missed by all who knew her - a

loving, intelligent and perceptive friend, a reliable colleague

and a devoted mother and grandmother.

Margaret was a practical Quaker, a good organiser, prepared

to take on many tasks and doing all in the spirit of love.

Everything she did was done with good grace and affection:

however, she did want things to be done correctly and, to use

a Quaker phrase, in 'right ordering'.

Stansted Meeting will miss her enormously for her support,

her ministry and for her capability. Thaxted Monthly
Meeting will miss her not only as an Overseer, but also for

her willingness to attend conferences, courses and commit-

tees and then producing excellent reports. British Quakers
will miss her as she attended many committees at Friends

House in London and went to numerous Yearly Meetings,

Margaret trained as a geography teacher and one of her most

rewarding times was the five years that she and her husband

spent teaching in Malawi. Both their daughters were bom

there and Margaret retained a lifelong interest in, and links

with, Malawi. It was very appropriate that all donations

after her death went to one of the Malawi charities she

supported. She held a number of teaching posts locally, but

for some years before her retirement she was involved as a

Care Advisor.

*+lot: *J, CH URCHTStr TCDETHER
,N STANSTTD

Stansted village will miss Margaret very much as she was

fully engaged in village life. She was very involved in
Churches Together in Stansted, with Helpline, the twinning
with Chevetogne, Shalom, Amnesty and many musical activ-

ities. She also organised the Meeting House lettings.

Lent Groups
This year's course comes from Churches Together in

Scotland, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland in associ-

ation with Christian Aid. It is entitled 'Voices from the

South', and is a five week course. The main emphasis of the

course is a challenge to do good, to understand the lives of
others and to share in God's command for just action.

Voices from the South contain stories of ordinary people,

selected because they portray the struggle between life and

death, injustice and justice, selfishness and faimess. There

will be a concluding service (Agape) on Sunday 20th March,

at 6.00pm in the URC Church Hall, followed by a bring and

share supper. Please note that all sessions take place at

8.00pm in the foyer of the United Reformed Church' Topics

for discussion afe:

Session 3 Tues lst March Health

Session 4 V/ed 9th March Trade

Session 5 Tues l5th March Empowerment

Everyone is very welcome to attend all or any of the above.

Chevetogne
It is the turn of our friends from Belgium to visit us this year.

These exchange visits have been taking place for the past I 8

years and have always expressed generosity, friendship and

hospitality which are so valuable in our present world.

The visit will take place in July, dates to be confirmed' In

order to raise funds for the expenses of the visit, there will be

a Quiz at St John's Hall, on Saturday 9th April, 7.00pm for
7.30pm start. Please put this date in your diary as your sup-

port is very valuable. Tickets are f5 which includes light
refreshments. Please bring your own drink, and there will
be a raffle. For more details, please telephone David
Morson 01279 850209.

Latterly Margaret was beginning to spread her wings' She

went on trips abroad and to visit friends all over the UK' Her

interest in geography stimulated her interest in travel, as well

5
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Retreat

The Shalom Annual Retreat is being held on the weekend of
4th-6th March at Hengrave Hall. Rev'd Andrew Spurr is the
leader-

Meetings

Monday l4th March at 7 Blythwood Gardens, Marion Dyer
will lead a session entitled oHow we speak about God.'

Monday 2lst March at 7 Blythwood Gardens there will be a

Palm Sunday Meditation led by Mary Wamett.

Meetings start at 8.00pm. All meetings are open to everyone
and you can be sure of a warm welcome.

Catherine Dean
8t3579

A tribute to Margaret Whitelaw

I don't know when Margaret first came to a meeting because
I can't remember her not being part of Shalom. In the early
days Margaret was instrumental in establishing our link with
the Corymeela communþ in Northern lreland, visiting there
with some of the Shalom group and helping to organise the
annual lrish evening - an event which continues to this day
and for which Margaret was the main organiser last year.

The word organise will be a key theme of this tribute,
because Margaret was very good at it. Every year at the

retreat at Hengrave Hall she persuaded a group of us to
accompany her on a walk in the Suffolk countryside, earning
our afternoon tea on our return. She also led a walk around
Stansted every August for those who were not on holiday
and who were missing the fellowship of Shalom friends.

A few years ago Margaret stopped working for Uttlesford
Carers, and having more time on her hands got involved in
even more organising - the tea for the Cherubim and
Seraphim visit, a concert to raise money for Malawi, the
Corymeela event mentioned earlier, the itinerary for the visit
of our Chevetogne friends to name a few (phew!).

Margaret did all these things in an unassuming way, never
blowing her own trumpet.

But we won't just miss Margaret for her superb organisa-
tional skills, we will miss her for who she was - someone
who was concerned for others, particularly the disadvan-
taged, a loyal friend always ready to help others and some-
one who would always give you an honest opinion. You
knew where you were with Margaret and she was always
utterly reliable.

Margaret's illness ærd death were so sudden, it is still diffi-
cult to come to terms with the fact that we will not see her
again in this life. I know that in the next few months we wiil
constantly be saying "who's going to do that. Margaret
always used to do it."

Catherine Dean

Ghrist¡anih¡a
We believe in life before death

Make Poverty History

Christian Aid is giving its support to this campaign along
with the Trade Justice Movement and a host of other chari-
ties and celebrities. What's it about?

¡ Trade Justice
. Drop the Debt
¡ More and better aid

This year the UK government has an amazing opportunity to
influence the international agenda. In July it hosts the G8
summit and starts its six-month presidency of the European
Union. So it has the chance to make poverty history.

Tony Blair has already set up the Africa Commission to look
at ways to resolve Africa's problems by increasing aid and
cancelling more debt. This is good news, but countries must
also be able to decide their own hade policies. So the 2005
message is "Trade justice not free trade!"

To show support for the Make Poverty History campaign
people will be wearing white arm bands (though they can be
worn wherever you like). These bands are available from
Christian Aid in either cotton or silicone at a cost of f I , and I
am happy to place orders.

Global Week of Action - 10th-16th April

Activities are being planned for this event all over the world.
Here in Stansted we can join in by doing the following

Fast on Monday llth April to show solidarity
with the millions of people who live on less than
60p per day.

Vote for Trade Justice - fill in a card for trade
justice (available in March in the churches).

Join the Vigit ovemight on l5th and l6th April
(more details next month or phone me for details)

This could be a very exciting year for all those concerned
about world poverty and trade justice. Let's do our bit in
Stansted.

Catherine Dean
8t3579

a

a
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w Stansted Evening Wl

IILOG - IÏ SAIII
7.30 pm Fri 4th March
St John's Church Hall

An ouclion of home-boked qoodier

& monv othar oltroclive ilemr.
Bring your own'turplur & roleobla'

A FT]N DITNNING

BENTFIEI¡Ð gefiggl¡ PTil

Eil5IN6 NI6+IT
8 pm Saturday 5th March

Þ
À night of gambling just for fun!
Roulette . Blackjack' Food ' Bar

TIEKETC AVAIhÀBbE NOW!
Rinq 6'17ó50

,M
f.fl941LLA6æZ>
t+úqlc cLu6 "

TH E VILLAOE
MU9IC CLU1

Caràucci )trinq QuarNeL
play Haydn, Ravel & Smelana

7.3OVø .far fitl ùlørcl
St/olnb Clurcl

licketø from:
StanøIeà C arpelø; N ockolàe; O pllonø;
1onia Levy bel 815282 or al lhe àoor

L9 aàullø, L7 conceøøionø, L3 chilàren

VILLAGE EVENTS
March.
1 Tue
2 Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

6 Sun

3

4

5

Lent Group
Mountfitchet Seniors
Mountfitchet Garden Club
Bookstart
Local History Society
Women's World Day of Prayer
W I Flog lt Sale
Green waste, metal & wood
Casino Night
Village Music Club
Green waste, metal & wood
Afternoon Tea (after service)
Lent Group
WI
Lib Dem Ploughman's
Jazz Night
Shalom Group
Millers'AGM
Lent Group
Mountfitchet Seniors
Annual Parish Council Meeting
Green waste, metal & wood
Chinese Auction
Green waste, metal & wood
Shalom Group
Good Friday project
Mon WindmillOpen

United Reformed Church I pm
DayCentre2-4pm
Day Centre B pm
Library 2J5 - 2.45 pm
Day Centre B pm
United Reformed Church 2 pm
St John's Hall 7.30 pm
Lower Street car park 9 am - 3 pm
Bentfield SchoolS pm
St John's Church 7.30 pm
Lower Street car park 9 am - 3 pm
URChurch3.30-5pm
United Reformed Church B pm
St John's Hall 7.45 pm
Day Centre noon - 2 pm
St John's Church I - '11 pm
7 Blythwood Gardens I pm
Day Centre 7.45 pm
United Reformed Church I pm
DayCentre2-4pm
United Reformed Church 8 pm
Lower Street car park 9 am - 3 pm
St John's Hall 7.30 pm
Lower Street car park 9 am - 3 pm
7 Blythwood Gardens I pm
St John's Church 9.30 am
2-6pm

o

10
12

14
15

Wed
Thu
Sat

Mon
Tue

16 Wed

19 Sat

20 Sun
21 Mon
25 Fri
27 Sun 128

April
1

2
3

5
6

7
I
I

Fri
Sat
Sun

Music Quiz
Garden Club Spring Show
WindmillOpen
Afternoon Tea (after service)
Fashion Show
Mountfitchet Seniors
Mountfitchet Garden Club
Local History Society
RBL Fish & Chip Supper
Chevetogne Quiz

St Mary's School 7.30 pm
United Reformed Church 2.30 pm
2-6pm
UR Church 3.30 - 5 pm
Bentfield School 6.30 pm
DayCentre2-4pm
Day Centre I pm
Day Centre I pm
Day Centre 7.30 pm
St John's Hall 7.30 pm

Tue
Wed

Thu
Fri
Sat

JAZZ at St John's
with

PETE BAKER'S GRU$TY JffiEHffi$

8-11pm Sat 12th March
Tickets E7 incl supper
Tel Jane 01799 510593

Bar - Raffle
ln aid of Crossroads - Caring for Carers

Annual Parish
Meeting

Bpm Wed 'l 6th March

United Reformed Church Hall

Come, listen & speak!
All welcome

ffi\W

ffi CfiINESE
AVCTION

7.30pm Sat 19th March
St John's Hall

Tickets from the Pre-school or

telJulia 814979

t6 incl fish/chicken/veggie & chips

ft&, ÄouNrFrr(HEr
"iå;ff, GATIDEN CLUB

5Pß|NG SfIO\M
2.30 pm Sat 2nd April

United Reformed Church Hall

Exhibits welcome from any
Stansted residents

Tel 815100 for details

7

-H .Ãn1l^Meo' p-
St John's Church Hall

7 for 7.30 pm Sat 9th April
ln aíd of Chevetogne visit

lncludes Refreshmentsg¡-r Tel85020e gõ

Bienvenu a tous nos smis!
Venez uvec une bouteille!

St Mary's Prirnary School
Parents, Teachcrs !n(l
Frientls Åssociation ffi

MUSrC Wn
+ t"ïåå}'30'u Jq

Ticßets f7,(inctJi-sfr ? :!U suylter)

Jrom school ofrice

Bring your own frinÊ.



ErsruHxt.lt

cfry' +
ASPIRATIONS

9 Hole Golf Course
Pay and Play

Health & Fitness Suite
Memberships Available

Driving Range
OpenTDaysaweek
æ 01 279 81 2865

LaçDa-t
our beauty ,åä; *'ä i.O"'oes the ideal

environment in which to experience some of the
most deeply therapeutic treatments available

Telephone 01279 817277 to book an appointment

W Celebrations ryr. Balloons for that Special Occasion .:

Whelher you neeà a øinqle balloon or',

',. balloonø for a larqe ?arly, i
we, cân accommoàaNe all your neeà7.

Vrle h,ave a vasl øeleclion of balloonê ro
caber lor all occaøionø.

Have that special gift wrapped into a balloon

làeal lor new baby,llowerø,
weààing qifrø for briàeømaiàø elc

All orders can be placed by telephone
so call us now on 012?9 814815

AII major credit cards accepted

wlv'v/. sto ndonm¡l l. co. uk
SÌondon ,¡tlill i¡ tho lcloal oxciling naw dovolopmcnr irom Cþ &

Counlry Ro¡idonlísl, Locslod olcngrido ilro Rivcr RÍb lhs formor
tlour Mill, doting bnck to I901, ir boing rympctholicolþ ænvsdcd
inlo hronþonc conlomporcry lo{t-rtyla oporhnønlr of l, 2 ond 3
bodroom¡,

Slondo¡ À,lill will foolurÉ olhoctívo wot¡r¡ido communol gordonr
cnd moy o[ lhc cpoilnonl¡ wíll ol¡o bcnoflt lrom unQuc

f,nlconier ond ¡ool lorrqcc¡ lo olfor orlcnded li"ing rpoca ond

lcka odvonlogo of lho fine vlow¡.

Prico¡ ¡tort lrom Ê17?,000.

Coll Ro¡idenfel 5ol¿¡ on tl¡7î tl8 900 lor fu¡hoc informolion.

trntftcl.d Pho,
Brntfidd Road,

Sac¡r¡ltd.
Esrer,
ç 42.¡1 BHL

{.
CITYf',rCOUNITRY

E,EËI DE}ITIÀL
ww.cltyondcovntry. co. ul

GRAHA,I^ SCHOOL

R.A.D. Ballet Classes held in Stansted

Also of Bishop's StorTford
Clqsses in Bqllet, Top & Modern Donce,

Dromo & Singing

For detaíls & prospectus please

tel 01371 878410 or visit us at
www.g rahamschoo lofdance.fsnet. co. u l<

emai I : ph i I i p@g rahamschoo lofdance.fsnet.co. u l(

OF DANCE

The Mower Shop
ELSET]HAM

Mower
Strimmer

Chain Saws
Garden Tïactors

Tools & Accessories
engrneers

FULL REPAIR SERWCE

Tel O lZ79 B l33B I

0 BONNEY & SONS fManudenJ
MOT Test¡ng - Diesel & catalyst

Selection of New & Used Cars

Accident Recovery Work
Weiding & Chassis Repairs

Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre
. Calor Gas Stockist

We help YOU the motorist bv
. cheaper labour rate
o guaranteedworkmanship
. free collection & delivery in local area

Familiar wilh mosf makes of uehicfes
includinÉ four wheel drives

Please ring Malc or Ne¡l on 01279 813315 or 815946
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The series has languished si¡ce Rosina Khkwood retired
after several years as our nature writer. We miss her

delightful sketches and comments on our wildlife. We
would welcome a renewai of contributions, regular or
occasional, from anyone who has feelings for the

countryside and would be willing to share them.

Contributions could be seasonal observations or specific to
any particular flora or fauna.

To fill a gap, the following are a few random notes made

during February.

Woodpeckers both green, and greater spotted, are making an

encouraging resurgence. It may not be possible to athibute
this to an increase in old and dying trees after the clearances

of 1987 and 1991 but there is a perceptible rise in branch
falls in the new century. When they arrive the strident calls
of fledglings from the nest are unmistakable. Conversely,
owls are a diminished if not endangered species around
Stansted, even though there have been sightings of barn
owls. The warbler family are mainly summer visitors but
there is a local pair of blackcaps which have decided to
brave the winter. Also redwings made a brief appearance in

Nalure Notøs

January. Bats are less numerous nationally and even

pipistrelies are seen in smaller numbers in the viilage but
we can take comfort that natterers, short- and long-eared,
are in the parish.

Our native Daphne (D. laureola) is classed as common

which means widespread, but it is localised. We are

fortunate to have at least one private woodland where it
grows. Our indigenous snowdrop is having a good year but
what of its associate the wood anemone? The impression is

of a decline but this may not be reflected in a wider survey.
Watch for them in March.

A curious phenomenon is that whiie there is growing
urbanisation, the numbers of deer, foxes and badgers seem

to be increasing. Roadside badger casualties are seen most
weeks, while foxes are as much urban as rural. The alien
muntjac continues to be the scourge of garden crops and

sh¡ubs as many residents can testiñ/.

Please let 'Link' know of any observations you may have

made. Without a natural history society our magazine can

become your forum.

Derek Honour

Good Friday Project 2005

"Dead Man Walking" (You can't keep a good man down)

Would you like to be involved in a day long project of art, music and
performance arts leading to a concert?

lf so, we have just the thing for you!

Good Friday Project
Friday 25th March 9am - 3pm in St Mary's School followed by

a celebration in St John's Church at 2:30pm to which parents are welcome

Open to all young people and children over 5. Cost î2.00

You will have a chance to take part in activities throughout the morning
which will be part of the final concert.

Bring a packed lunch - we will provide a morning snack and drink

For more information please call Lyn Hillier (303598) or Sandra Wood (647054)

Name: ........ .... Tel. No: ........

Address:

Contact No on Day ... Allergies/Medical Conditions: ...,...........

I give permission for my child to attend the Good Friday Project on 25th March 2005:

(ParenUGuardian)

I



dalE@il,àr
Rol¡able Pa¡nt¡ns ard Dscorãt¡rs Ssrci€cai

h¡r\ r' l¡¡fl
Andrew Richardson
Tel: 01279 817282

Mob:07980 439924

.20 years experience

. References available

. Fully qualified

. Competitive rates

6*n** *f*¡.øa*

VørtmÞz/

J¿the'l .,) cartridge
\Y'ronfrê '

/t\vrr¡L¡r
I Printer. Fax . Copier' Consumables

J Genuine inkjet & laser cartridges

J High quality compatibles

.l Printers/fax machines/copiers

{} Extremely competitive prices

å Free next day delivery

Mountfitchet House

9 Riverside Business Park

Stoney Common Road

Stansted CM24 8PL

Tel: 01 279 81 5533 Fax: 816663

Mobile: 07710 037134

robshirley@thecartridgecentre.co.uk
wwwthecartridgecentre.co.uk

Regßtcrel cfiairy nunher 70049807

St loñn's Rqøl
Stnnsted

For children aged
21/zto rising 5

For details please contact

Ann Conroy on
07966 5o6997 or

Gill Pursglove orr
01279 8r470t

W
KINGS
Fnmrlv

B UTcH ERs

FßEE IlA/768:
SUFFOLK PORK

BLACK / BRI]NZC TURKEYS

SUFFOLK PORK SAUSAGOS

[Homemodel

DRV ENGLISH CHICKÊNS

HOIilE\IIAOE:

BEEF, LAMB & P(]RK BURGERS

[.AMB KEBABS

PRIME SC(]TCH BSBF

OUALITV:

EN6LßH & IIJELSH LAMB

I6 LowER STREET, STANSTED

TEL 01279 812219

oARDEN DE5I6N
Liz Elfick-Wood (Dip 6Þ)

W
Prof essionol desiqn service
f rom sinqle cons-ultations
to londs-caoe desiqn ond

plonting planÉ

Telt Ot279 875425

HEARING
ELP

UTTLESFORD
Free heoring help

sessions ot
Stonsted Doy Centre

l0om-noon
on the lost Tuesdoy

of eoch month

For informotion ring
HELPLTNE 0765e 550127

or Q1799 522915
(9om-4ptn)

For home colls ring
Mrs Hutson 01799 501ó82
between 8om ond ó.30pm

Regislered Chority No. 289280

Uil$rinuloru
SERVICE & REPAIRS rcWER TOOLS

ALSO BATTERY PACKS TO FIT

MOSTTIODEI.S LEISURE MARINE

GOLFINC MOBILITY

TE1.01279 657040

ffi
Unit I 3, The Links lusinesiCentre.

Raynham Rd

Bishons Stordord. tIets CM23 5NX

rvrrn,zôltnco.uk imai[@zelta.co,uk

Computer Help

Tel: 01279 814644 (Mark)

I DAY & SON
MONUMENTAT MASONS

Stone Works, Station Road,

Bishop's Storrford

Tel012'79 654555 or 653450
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Stansted
Evening

'Women's Institute

A damp February evening but WI members and several

visitors, came out in force to hear local speaker Keith
McDowell talk on'Family History'. The last few years have

brought an increased interest in this subject although Keith,
now retired, told us he started to research his family from
the age of 16. Once retired, and finding that people would
actually pay him to do something he really loved doing, he

spends a lot of his time searching records. The fi¡rthest he

has gone back for a family is 1635, the records for this were

criminal ones, so maybe they found out something they
would rather not have known! In his own family he traced a

great grandfather who was a ship's captain and was able to

discover the voyages he had been on and the surprising fact
that his wife accompanied him on two trips, leaving young
children behind. Keith gave us many tips on how to start

and where best to look, the internet of course being one of
the most helpful aids to begin with.

Our competition for 'An Old Family Photograph' echoed the

theme of the evening and brought forth some lovely
examples of days gone by. There were wedding groups with
ladies attiled in splendid hats, small children dressed in
white broderie anglais dresses - and that included the little
boys - several generations in one group and one which
looked like a family group taken before father set off to the

war. How difficult to choose a winner, but Marion Pretty's
picfure of her grandfather Jordan's wedding taken outside St
Mary's church in 1898 won the day.

It has been decided to support our county's appeal fund for
victims of the tsunami disaster. Together with ACWW
(Associated Country Women of the World) with whom we

are affiliated, \rye are looking into projects to help maybe

with schools in Sri Lanka, clean water plants in Indonesia or

any other long term project needed in the years ahead. To
do this we are giving the proceeds of our WI homebake and

produce stall at the charity coffee morning on Wednesday

27th April at the Day Centre.

A trip is being arranged to Windsor Castle on Wednesday,

l5th June leaving at 9.00am. The cost including entrance to
the Castle is f 19.50, coach only 310. Too late alas for The

Wedding, but we may get a look at the wedding
photographs!

A coffee evening is being arranged for all new members

that have joined in the last few years or potential members,

for an evening in May, the date to be announced later. We

are hoping to get someone from the County Executive
Committee to come along and speak as well as show our
suapbooks and chat. A new tablecloth, made by Liz Hedge
was displayed, this incorporated an embroidered sampler
which was worked by a founder member Olive Bunting,
who sadly died last year and is a lovely reminder of her. V/e

said goodbye to two members who are moving away Ílorn
the area, Anne King and Janet Hild and wish them well in
their new homes and new WIs!

Judy Colliver
812470

Sfansted îÞnnis Club

Annual General Meeting

This will take place on Monday l4th March at 8.00pm at 105

Cambridge Road, Stansted. All members are welcome to
attend, especially if you have any ideas or comments regard-
ing the running of the club.

Social Evening in aid of The Floodlight Appeal

This will take place at 49 St. John's Road, Stansted on
Saturday 5th March at 7.30pm. Tickets cost f,5 each, which
includes soup, a ploughman's supper and a free glass of
mulled wine. Everyone is welcome - bring your friends
along (sorry no children)! For tickets, please call Sandra
Ayres on 814471.

Club Playing Sessions

All adult members are welcome to come along and join in
any of the following open club sessions:

Sunday mornings from 9.30am

Wednesday mornings from l0.00am

Wednesday afternoons from l.30pm (please note the new
time for the winter months)

Friday mornings from 9.30am

Coaching

Martyn Taplin is currently holding adult coaching sessions

for club members who wish to improve their game. Two
classes take place between 2.00pm-4.00pm on Saturday
afternoons. Please call Martyn on 816386 if you wòuld like
to ñnd out more or would like to join in.

Chris Hollis is currently arranging his junior coaching
groups for the spring and summer season, so if you would be

interested in going on his waiting list, please call him on
319155. Chris is also available for mid-week adult coaching
on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. If you are keen to play,
but feel a little nervous about taking the plunge, why not get

together with a group of friends and arrange a session - it's a

fun way of getting fit in the new year!

If you would like to join the tennis club, please get in touch
with Kate Rutter on 813053.

For any other enquiries, please contact either Richard Mott
(Secretary) on 466348 or Janet Hollis (Chairman) on
812073.
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Warø plantØrs
The Tithe B¿rn, Parconage Firrm,

St¿nstett, Essex CM24 8TY

Tel:012?9 81764t/2/3 Fax 81?644
wwv.wildroseuk.co.uk

email: sales@wareplanters.co.uk

WildRose
Handmade Pottery & Reliefs

Watertight, Frostproof
Interior & Exterior, Robust

NEW PRODUCT TO THE UK

Fancy Fingers
Nail & Beauty Studio

<r<r<r
All beauty treatments

including

IPL permanent hair removal

St Tropez Spray Tanning
also

Hypnotherapy

leaneite Nelson Dip Hyp,, Dip Couns

Reflexology

Alwyn Bessant ELSR, MIGPP

Medical Herbalist

Patricia Taylor BSc, MNIMH, MCPP

"el<l<l
52a Silver Street, Stansted

Tel 01279 647646
www,fancyfi ngers. co. uk

Open Mon-Sat plus one late evening

Over 55 or Retired?
Then a warm welcome awaits

at
Stansted Day Centre

Home cooked or frozen lunches

Snacks and social activities

Open Tuesday, Thursday
& Friday 10 am to 4 pm

Crafton Green, top of Chapel Hill
Te|.01279 8'15091

J Mark Robinson L
Handyman

All jobs considered

'No Job too Small'

For information
and a competitive quote

please call Mark on

Home
01279 813730

Mobile
07766 761081

Joinery, Gardening, Plumbing,
Painting, Patios, Fencing, Guttering,

-1 Brickwork and Tiling 
f

Newport Croquet
Club

Come&haveago!

Complimentary trials to start you off

Please wear flat shoes on the lowns

More information from

David Manley 01279 812564

MCM Gomputer
Services
A Reliable and Friendly Service for
Homes and Businesses

Computer Systems . Upgrades & Repairs' Parts & Peripherals

. FREE Telephone Advice
. No Call-Out Charge

. No Fix, No Fee on all home user systems
. Fixed Price + FREE collection and

return for workshoP rePairs
. On-Site Repairs, Ê30 1st hr,

€20 per hour thereafter

Tel:01279813227 I 07815 011925
9am-9pm Mon-Sat

www. m cm com p uterse rvices. co. u k

-l
HIGH HOUSE

Montessori Day Nursery
(opposite Stansted Airport Terminal)

' Accepts children from 3 months to 5 years
Excellent Ofsted Report

Nursery & Baby sections, small class ratio with qualified staff
Approved for Government funding for children 3+

Flexible hours and days according to needs ofchild and parent
Full day care available 8 am to 6 pm

Open5l weeksayear

For further information please ring 01279 870898

MEADOW
Montessori Day Nursery

Saffron Walden
Accepts childrenfrom 2 to 5 years

Traditional values of Montessori teaching with structured reading,
language and number. Children accepted full or part time, flexible

'., hours, excellent ratio. Excellent Ofsted Report.' Open 51 weeks ayear

For further information please ring 01799 513858
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STOP
STANSlED
EXPANSION

STAI'STED EXF.ANSION PLANS
ï{ROrrVF¡ l[tTO Gûft FUSltf{

Historic High Court Decision

In an historìc decision mnormsed by ihc Higb CÐrrt Friday 16th
Febnr -v 2005) the Government's prrryosd. ffi se¿ out in ie Air
Trarsport ìVhite Pap€r. for a aerv nrnw4v at Srmstrrd Åirpcrf ha-s

been dedared unla,lvfi¡l ¡s e c{ñseqr¡ene of the Gover¡ment's
failüe ta conducl a proper consr¡ltalion cn aÍamirtire options.

This is tie first time wer thtt tåe High Court has dlarved a Judicisl
Rwierv challenge to a Gsv€rnüed.lryhil€ Paper nnd alhough
today's judgement by lvfr Justíce Sullivan stops sbort of overtuming
the Govemmeut's coutrovcrsial a(por* policy" itlus delivered a
major setback to BAA's as¡bitíon to build a secoad rumvay al.

Staruæd by 201l/12.

It is uncertain what rvill happa:r rcxt but it is deø is üat ¿ltrrnative
options for a second runrvay at Stsrsted - all of rshid¡ ârç cn a
snaller scale than the option p¡opssd in the lMhite Pqer md t*eç
rejected by the Government three yeas sgo - mr¡st m!fl be put back
into play.

Petõr Sürders, Chairm¡r¡ of Stop Siftnstod Expursion {SSE)
described the decision as 'a vidic¡fion of wh¡t rve h*ve said all
along aboutthe White Paperbeingñrndamentally llawed and an
ìmporlant milestone i¡ our brttle to prvvffrl. BAA from wer
building o second runrvcy ¡t Stansted"

"However," continued M¡ Sarders. 'üre High Cor¡rt dwisicn has ihÈ
pervers€ effect of creating eveû morÊ ì¡ncertaimy' for fhe local
community in tlre foreseeable årture. F¡inrcs dcnu¡rds tlnt üæ
Govsnmsr¡t $hor¡ld now compleæþ wirhdraw ie srçprrrt firr majø
erpørsion at St¿nsted aûd that BAA shÐt¡¡d also do úe decent $ing
and publicly announce that it will ûd be prweeding rvirh is plms
for a secondrtmway.'We rnill be erpløing Ðl-sry ay€nr¡Ê frr eking
todry's judgement even firther, inchrding ormining fhc
scope for apparl against cerlain aspects crftåe Corut decisio¡ rvhid¡
still leave the tkeat of a seccrrd nmrxry. in some shape cr fcml
hanging over us.n

Today's 109 pap High Courtjudgcmetd.throws up a hosL of
anomalies, for example:

' Not even a preliminary urrnironnrental assessnrenllr¡s been
carried out on fhe other four optims çhich have now bem put back
into play. This may bein breach of ELI euvironmental legislatiou

" Fdr-Ìu*åise S*ÌÈiv.æ di¿icr,:t ughcld rhe chrllægs cm eer¡mnøcial
viabiliþ'berelse. ir¡ åis vicrv. tbo {i+vs¡r¡:sr3t dea¡$ #i& &iÈ iú
r€ÉF@t. 'f ú€ {çÉi{ñ pr:r f*r*rad ie lhe Whiæ Pryæ {k*. røc l{otes
t æd 2 bË]únñr.l- Ilsrçaevrr- næe $f, üe aü¡s f+¿a' ryaÈæes xfri¡å hage
rsìr h€ffi@ brsÍ;rd<¡
pJry fue* äe€r¡ õsffisd for el*sr¡neuial viabiiity..

- BÀ4 is çurrecrÊfu oçereting e ÈaÉep*rehæeseärørcftsa&oue
l{Xl kqdoldss rrfu hsæss ryaæld be bullituFed if¿ æe@d
n¡Ewry w€rtr to bs åruiH. ?-5 tü*n*r¿s te the Egofths e!€id¡rg
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*i& ,fwø sfu n:lrr*ey apti<ms urx' back in pþi iffiådmg Wiæs
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becanae the &$€rrlm€flå ü!d BAA beliared tlry cwld ¡æfrboed
lbrryL1ås{e ha$-fuald propoaate wilhoul prycr ryd frê{ 1ä€
t"ml BroceduqÈ and withcad. proçer
rn*df6{h€lürû¡ *lceagåirtb€yi¡awkaøædl}¡¿
i*e ccmrTq'rrifirs üæd Biglrfï'5 STsrfùfìù Dmmaw- S¿trm
Ti¡¡Éfuq Sô¡asal ¡rd Tbe$ùf h¡rre lrad urougfu wu sø muü. fu soÊ
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æonmcirt vi¡bility d a socaad Sirr$f€d r{ssq¡ æd ih6 gH. får{
'to pt it mi-Ëdbr' the CA-IL wæ "ncÉ, encanragd to sal'lhe k¿st"
abcr* ifue per*pects of ¡ M Stamæil rulrray beáag vii#lc-

$ SË8 r*dlbe uansifuiag fusccpe forappealcsi&c¡ommer¿ial
viahility iserc æ a mt¡¡rs +fbuilding str the $åfiÐcËü dåcsæd in
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c¡mmai¡ur¡ent h leavo ro sl¡øc qaf¡¡¡¡cd in ryåry Elå,1["s BÈæ
tìrasldSlMnmrffay-

- LEARN TO IMPROVE YOUR LIFE .
Uttlesford Learning Centres offer a huge variety of courses - just for you.

Whether it's getting to grips with computers, a foreign language, improving your knowledge or
ways to develop a business as well as your own skills.

It's all here - just'round the corner' from you - or even on your doorstep,
with your own computer at home. Now, how EASy is that?

With a number of FREE courses and many more costing only a few pounds
- there is really no excuse. So, why are you waiting!

Look for the nearest centre to you and give them a CALL NOW:
. Dunmow & Thaxted Areas: Clarance House 01371 830245
. Saffron Walden Area: Fairycroft House 01799 527109 and the learndirect centre

at Saffron Walden High School 01799 513030
. Stansted Area: Stansted Airport learndirect 01279 656532

and Peter Kirk Centre 01279 813319
or view full details on-line at www.uttlesford.qov.uk
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Tim's Tiles
I tilTF-QtÒQÇ

Pjlgrim's Barn, Gypsy Lane
BI SHOP' S STORTFORD

CM23 lHA
Tel / fax 01279 813333

Qual íty interior decoration,
including tiles, wood

flooring, Amtico & carpet.

S late house names
made to order

Stocl<ists of
Farrow & Ball Paints

www.tile-store.co.uk

Sta'r,"fredt y

?ATNTTNG
LADTES

Interior
DeærøÍtowet D%íg4v

For free initial
cotvulmnnwpl*naø cdL

Gø"íL 07878 093992
Mtr,hadø, o7782 257+97

5 Station Rd, Stansted
Tel 01279 817788

Opening Hours:
Mon&Fri Iam-6pm

TueTam-6pm
Wed&ThuSam-8pm

SatTam-4pm
www.the-mensroom.co.uk

ARI YOU UIIABTE TO

ATTEilD TO A TOVED OIIT S

GRAVE OR MTÍIIORIAT?

CRAVT CONCI,RN T'
fan¡tybus¡nessj¡ ê.

OttER CARE, f,...u.'".."
MAIIITENANCE I ,.

iifi ,lI'i,',T.ii^'.' Äùf/
AilD GRAVES mÈ
BRO(HURT WITHOUT OBI.IGAÏIOII

01371 870 ó85

ilqy I'lorton
PAINTER & DECORATOR

GENERAL HANDYMAN

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

Tel 01279 812792

I Mill Close, Elsenham

* ¡û,r
potrick
howord
design
qssocíofes

r[Àt\

BRAEMAR HOUSE, WATER LANE
STANSTED CM24 88.'

Tel:01279 817342 Faxi 0'1279 647086

email: phdassocs@aol.com

Ð

GCl TllC mo'Î our of urc
llg¡rnotherapg

& other brief theropies

One sesslon
smoklng therapy &

welght loss
øßo

Confclence - Eating
Stress &Arxiety

Phobias
IBS &Depression
Stndy&Exams

and much more . . .

Please ring GtYlllf OilGCnt
mn. Bn. Btoll,

Þi¡r. Clinicol llgpnothetopg

or.27g 8rzr65

R D Ellis

FURNITURE RESTORATION

Repair and traditional
polisning of antique and
not-so-a ntique fu rnitu re

by a local restorer

Tel 0l 371 879859

Mobile 07950 051577

Unil4, Keruryns
Gallows Green

Dunmow
CM6 3OS
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STANSTED /\/1OUl'lTIIT(llET

LOilL HISTORY SOCIE]Y

Although not a large village, we all know that Stansted has

had prominent historical connections from at least the days

of the Normans. At our February meeting we heard from
Rosalind and Roger Peck about more recent events when

the village was involved in helping to relieve a scourge
which had been causing death and suffering for at least four
thousand years - tuberculosis.

Ros explained that by the late lgth century the disease had

reached its most dangerous, and between 1850 and 1950

half a million people had died of it in this country alone. A
German scientist, Dr Robert Koch, stated at a congress in

Berlin in 1890 that he had discovered a means of studying
the organism, which appeared in two basic strains, one

affecting animals and the other humans. At a further
congress in Berlin in i899, Dr Koch said that a test had

been established to determine which herds of cattle were

affected. Worldwide activity followed, and in this counfry
the Medical Off,rcers of Health urged the government into
action. Means of eliminating the infected meat from human

consumption were sought, but even more dangerous was the

risk from milk. However, pandemonium foilowed a further
statement by Dr Koch that, contrary to general belief,
humans could not catch the animal form of TB. Another
congress was then held in London in l90l from which it
was determined to set up a Royal Commission to oversee

laboratories near the sources of disease, to give detailed and

prolonged study into the problem of discovering just how
much of a risk bovine TB was to humans.

As a result, Si¡ James Blyth offered two of his farms in
Stansted where the laboratories could be set up - Blythwood
Farm and Walpole Farm. Ros gave us fascinating detail of
their establishment, the personaiities involved and all the

trials and tribulations they experienced in their work, which
involved not only cattle and sheep but also more exotic
animals such as monkeys. The work progressed for six and

a half years, and in its second report in 1907 the Royal
Commission was able to refute the assertion by Dr Koch
and prove that infected milk did cause TB, particularly in
young children. A final report was made in 1911 winding
up the work but the farms had been handed back to Lord
Blyth in 1909 and laboratory equipment redistributed for
other use.

Roger then explained what happened in the world following
the publishing of the Report. Governments tried to exercise

control of the distribution of unpasteurised milk with greater

or lesser degrees of success - it was not until 1964 tha:|.

treatment of all milk was made compulsory in this countryl
Included in Lloyd George's National Health lnsurance Act
of l911was the establishment of the Medical Research

Council - the fi¡st government-funded organisation to
pursue research into health matters. Since then, many
important discoveries have been made through the MRC,
and 12 scientists working for it have received Nobel Prizes

- and it all started in Stansted! It was in the US, however,
that the discovery of streptomycin brought the first cure for
the disease.

Our meethg on 3rd March will take us to the seat of
Government, when Peter Lawrence will be telling us of
'The Hidden Treasures of Whitehall - part 1'. We do hope
you will be able to join us.

Ian Seavers

*+
Ê ESSEX couNTY couNcrL REPoRT

Ess€x.ounty.our*il 
February 2005

Following the report of January, the county has now
decided on its Council Tax charge for the coming year
which is set at an increase of only 2.9%o. This is a

considerable reduction from the previous year's charge

[20041051which was 4.7Yo. Tbe decision means that the

increase in the tax will only be about 50p per week on the

Band D rate and there will be no reduction in services. The
actual charges for the coming year are shown below:

Band A up to f40,000 f611.82
Band B €40,000 to f52,000 f713.79
Band C f.52,001to f68,000 f815.76
Band D €68,001 to f88,000 î917.73
Band E Í88,001 to f 120,000 f.l,121,67
Band F t120,001 to f 160,000 f,1,325.61
Band G f 160,001 to å320,000 f,1,529.55
Band H more than f320,000 f,1,835.46

Some will say that this small increase is due to the
increased Government grant for this year but this is not the
case. The grant has not been sufficient to meet the target
set (which was an increase in tax of 5%). The reduction is

due to careful management and sensibie disposal of under
used or unwanted assets over the past year; a practice

which will be applied and followed lr:,2006/07.

In spite of the low tax figure set as mentioned above, the

county intends to spend in the coming year some !70
million - of which €20 million is 'new money' - on road
and transport systems, to catch up on what has been a much
neglected area over the last few years. ln addition an

increase of 5.5o/o in cash will be allotted to schools. Thus
there will be more funds available in this crucial area.

Readers will, it is hoped, take note of these figures and look
forward to noting many improvements in services in the

coming year.

Should anyone wish to discuss these figures further they
should contact the undersigned on 07279 812588.

Richard Wallace, County Councillor
Stansted Division

Never end¡ng ironing Pile?
Then call the

Iron Msiden
Compefitive, reliqble ond friendly
Non-smoking environment.

FREE locol collection & deliverY.

Tel : B/5 71867
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A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Turners Spring
Burton End

Stansted

i3th February 2005
Keeping a Sense of Proportion

Dear Editor

I have just come back from a walk through St Mary's Churchyard and the Cemetery and I am honified at
the way in which the 'Health and Safefy fanatics' have destroyed the atmosphere of the cemetery by
banging in huge wooden posts and strapping them to the headstones - this is sheer madness. I have no
doubt that Memsafe, or whatever their name is, are, to quote Arthur Daley "on a nice little earner", but the
action is out ofall proportion to the 'supposed hazard'.

Perhaps somebody responsible could answer the following questions:

l. When was the last time that somebody locally was seriously injured by a falling headstone?

2. The headstones in the churchyard are much older and decayed than those in the cemetery. If
the concem is for public safety why is it acceptable that they should remain unassaulted by the
said 'Health and Safety fanatics'?

3. Wherever I travel I make a point of walking around churchyards and I am yet to see this type
of official vandalism elsewhere. Why is this so?

People are very reluctant to query Health and Safety issues and Disabled access matters in the same way
that they are cagey about human rights issues but we must have a sense of proportion otherwise they will
destroy our quality of life, apart from being progressively more costly.

Regards

DAVID }IARRISON

tt$llAdult LearnÍng - on lrour doorsúep!
lEffio*
l;{id "!3t
¡ecrr¡¡fÆ 4d-r¡r r¡rr 6

JF->JF}
TIT G' TYEST ESSEX AI'ULT COMMUNITT COLLEGE JF>

Essex County Council
SPANISH FOR BEGINNERS

Thinking of your next summer holtday?
lühy not enrol on our new Span¡sh for Beginners course af fhe Pefer Kirk Centre, Sfansfed

Mondays, 7.30-9.30 pm Starting 7 March 2005, 10 weeks
Cost: Fee Code F: t48.50 full fee, €28.50 OAP, Ê8.S0 Benefit

ENGLISH FOR AU PAIRS
We have recently started offering English language classes for au pa¡rs staying in the Uttlesford

area. lf you are planning to have an au paír or know someone who could benefit
please call the Peter Kirk Centre on 01279 813319

FPEEINTERNET ACCEss
Pe'fer Kirk Centre, Stqnsted. Tel: 01279 813319

COMPUTTNo IN SAFFRON WALDEN
Our new computer suíte of our centte Faírycroft House in Soffron Wolden wos recently

officíclly opened by Cllr Chrís Bayley, Lody lûoyor of Saffron Walden.

16



,

Y5

SIDEWAYS PRE-SCHOOL N URSERY

Hello again!

lnto February already and looking fonvard to Easter, this haif
term has been really busy. We are still collecting pennies for
our Sideways collage; the jar is really heavy and well over
half tull!

The topic for this term is 'The Seasons - V/inter into Spring'
The children have been looking at the trees and sh¡ubs to see

if any new growth can be seen and we are talking about birds
and animals in winter, where they live, what they eat and

how they keep warm. They have experimented with ice,

watching it meit and they have brought in items of warm
clothing for the Interest Table.

On Pancake Day the children tried various different toppings

and had a pancake race.

The children have also celebrated Chinese New Year by
making a multi-coloured dragon with lots of legs and breath-
ing fre. Fantastic imaginationl They then tasted a variety of
Chinese food at snack time.

All Hall users will by now have seen our fabulous Hatfîeld
Forest collage made for us by the Art Club at St Mary's
school. It looks great and is a real talking point for all
visitors.

We are busy learning our songs and rhymes for our Easter
Concert, which will be on 23rd March. Everyone is welcome
to come and watch.

We have T-shirts to decorate from our Persil Stars collected

over the last term and tea towels with the 'Sideways' logo
on. These will be sold to parents and friends at the Easter
Concert. All this will heip to boost our fundraising effortsl

The children will again be making their cards for Mothering
Sunday and each mum vüill receive a small posy of flowers.

During the next half term we will be taking part in the Pedal
Push for Childline. All the children will take part in this fun
activity to raise money for this very worthy charity. They
will be rewarded with stickers, balloons and a certificate to
take home afterwards.

Our Toddler Time on Tuesdays and Thursday mornings
(9.l5am-10.45am) is going very well, lots of new young
faces enjoying painting, glueing etc, the wooden railway also

seems to be a favourite!

Sideways has a few places left for 2% year olds to rising 5's.
We meet every weekday morning from 9.00am - 12.15pm.
We provide lots of activities in a warm and friendly environ-
ment with kind and caririg staff. The emphasis is on learning
through play. Call in at St John's Hall any morning, you will
be very welcome to stay and play.

I

February has been an extremely enjoyable month at

Rainbow. The children ceiebrated Pancake Day on the 8th in
haditional style; mixing up and cooking their own pancakes

and participating in hotly contested pancake races. The chil-
dren also tasted thei¡ own pancakes - but not the ones that
had been tossed on to the floor!

In addition to our own customs, the children enjoyed learn-
ing about the Chinese New Year. A range of Chinese food
was sampled at snack time over the course of the week with
prawn crackers proving to be the most popular item! The
children helped to decorate a traditional Chinese dragon and
participated enthusiastically in the Dragon Dance.

Our usual visits continued. The older group vísited the air-
port to look at how often we see different shapes in the world
around us and have been focussing on using shapes in thei¡
various craft activities.

Our fund-raising has been going well. Christrnas activities
raised around f200 and the children havejust taken part in
their annual Sponsored Cake Bake with children in every
group making thei¡ own chocolate crispy cakes.

We are holding a Chinese Auction on Saturday 19th March.
This is guaranteed to be an extremely entertaining evening.
This auction with a difference involves bidding for boxed
items without knowing what is inside the box. Whoever is
the last to bid when the gong sounds is the winner - much
hilarþ ensues as the box is opened to reveal what's inside.
We are absolutely delighted that our Master of Ceremonies is

once again Peter Thomson. 'We hope that you will all join us.

Tickets are priced at f6.00 which includes a basket meal.
They are available from the pre-school or Julia North on
01279 814979.

Vicki Brice

Do-lt-4U

General Handyman

Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance

o Household Services, i.e. Plumbing, Carpentry etc.

o Drain Blockages Cleared

o Gutters Cleaned, Repaired or Replaced

. Fences Erected & Repaired

o Gardens Tidied & Maintained

o Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Re'shaped

Telephone / Fax

Mobile
01279 814411

07774877320Auntie Helen and the Team
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Pictr¡re books ond CDs of
deUghlftrlty resorded otd fovorrrlte
ond new songs lor bobies ond
very young children, sqng by

Sondro & Noncy Kerr ond Leon
Rosselson ond Frtends

Playsongs Publications Ltd
o17ss see 054. EË1.'

www.playsongs.co.uk i';l

HET,PLIi\E
07659 550127
If you have a PROBLEM

or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Stansted's voluntary community care serv¡ce

GARERS u*
U ttlesford District Branch

"Garing about the Carer"
Carers are the biggest provider of
health and social care in the UK.

We offer help, support and advice
If you woultl like to know more

about us, call us now on:

01371 875810
Uttlesford Carers

12 Stortford Road, Dunmow CM6 IDA
Registered Charity No. 246329

1

I

I

software & hardware upgraQs
computer repairs 

^-\LJ lllcatt: jKl
lla¡ llorslcV=<>-

fek0f279 E grí

Gomputer tlsers!
llac I PG Repairs

R I K lÙErtts
Newsagent & Tobacconist

Home Delivery Service

Newspapers & Magazines

5 Lower St, Stansted

TeL 0l 279 647280

NLP Solutions -
to life's líttle problems!
Solving even q smcll problem
could make a BTG diÍference

Stress & ¡4nger Monogement
Al<ie'ty, Depression, Sleep problems
Smoking, Weight Loss, "bod hobits'

Trouno, Abuse, Allergy, Phobios

Spelling Diff iculties, ÁDD

All SOLVED in only 1 - 3 sessionsl

Why let the post run your f uture?

Coll todcy: 01279 8t7976
or emoil Link@NLPsolutions.com

www.NLPsoluf ions.com

Sian Lloyd l4BA
Certified NLP Trainer
å /rlosfer Pra ct¡ t¡ o ne r

Registered Tineline @ Praclitioner

Also ovoilable; NLP lro¡n¡nE & Workshops
Tecm ùevelopment

Persoml & Coreer Cocching

Stansted's newest estate
agents

o Free no obligation
valuation.

o Competitive
selling fees.

o Mortgage adYice.

Tel: 0127981551 1

33, Cambridge Road,
Stansted

www. d a vid I eeestates. co-. u k

david

Lower Street Clinic
36 Lower Street, Stansted

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy

Safe and effective methods of healing which
look beyond the symptom or the disease and

treat the person as a whole

JAN RICKWOOD

MIGPP LCHE MIFA

Teh 01279 850727

OUR FANTA$NG-
DEPAHTMETÙT ß

NEW CNAFT
NOW OPEN!

ACRYLIC PAINT, GOUACHE, SILK PAINTING,
STENCILLING, OIL PAINT, GLASS PAINTING,

SCRAPERFOIL, GOLO LEAF, BRUSHES, POSTEB PAINTS,
MOUNTING 8OARO, MARQUETRY, ETC.

WE NOW HAVE PARKING FOR OVER 30
CAFS PLUS AN ALL NEW OFFICE

FURNITUBE BUILDING, CALL IN AND SEE!

Millway Stationery
Hill, Stansted. Tel: 01279 812009

NEW STOCK AR.N'WNG DAILY!

ræl
u{Eôerj

i::::::=t
hqJ ø

d

Chapel

&t

FHEE
PAFK'NG
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NEWS FROM MERCER AND HUGHES

Mercer and Hughes has now been part of Stansted life for
nearly 10 years. We took over the surgery on the Cambridge

Road from Captain Davies when he retired and have exten-

sively modernised, extended and refurbished the entire build-
ing. Although it may look like an ordinary house from the

outside, inside, as well as the consulting room, reception and

waiting areas, we have a large prep room, operating theatre,

radiography room and kennel area. In fact one visitor
remarked that it was a bit like a tardis! All this space allows
us to do all the routine operations and x-rays on the premises,

so ,although we are a branch surgery of our main hospital
practice at Saffron Walden, we are pretty self-sufficient. If an

animal did need a major operation or intensive care, we can

always transfer them to Saffron Walden to be cared for by
the team ofveterinary surgeons and nurses there. This hap-

pened recently when a labrador escaped from his owner, ran

out into the road and was hit by a car. The unlucþ dog then
got up and ran on, only to be hit by a motorbike that had

swerved to avoid the car! Despite a dislocated hip and exten-

sive lacerations requiring over 200 stitches, I'm pleased to

say he made a full recovery. There is a nurse on the premises

at Saffron Walden 24 hours a day to look after the in-patients

and a vet on duty 24 hours a day,365 days a year to cope

with any emergencies that may arise out of hours.

We are extremely lucþ to have wonderful staff at Stansted.

I'm sure some of you will have met Sally our daytime recep-

tionist and Jan our evening receptionist, who has lived in
Stansted for many years. Many people don't realize that we

are actually open all day from 8.30am to 7.00pm Monday to
Friday and Saturday mornings, and Sally and Jan will always

be happy to see you ifyou need to drop by and pick up pet

food or worm and flea preparations. During the day we also

have a member of our nursing team at the surgery who will
be happy to give general advice free ofcharge. Nurse clinics
are held in the afternoons, where routine procedures such as

worming your cat (not always an easy taskl), claw clipping
and micro-chipping can be caniecl out. We even have a dog

and cat version of weight watchers for the plumper pet! As
well as conventional medicine I am also a holder of a

diploma in homeopatþ so can offer a range of holistic treat-
ments and advice for your pets.

Stansted people have made us feel very welcome over the

last 10 years and we have a number of regular and loyal
clients who have helped us settle in. Sometimes, even when
elderly pets have been put to sleep, their owners still drop by
for a chat now and then, which is wonderful. Veterinary
medicine is certainly a challenging and interesting job. We

are a mixed practice, which means we treat farm animals and

horses as well as small animals. The proportion of farm work
is deciining but is more than made up for by the increase in
keeping small pets such as rabbits, guinea pigs, lizards,

snakes and even spidersl It presented quite a diagnostic chal-

ienge when I was asked to identif, what was wrong with a

poorly tarantula recently! You can't always be sure what you

are taking on; one lady came in with a shoebox with what
she thought was a hamster that she had found by the side of
the road. Thinking it had escaped from somewhere, she took
it home and raised it, but started getting a little concerned

when it grew bigger and bigger and the hairless tail grew

longer and longerl Needless to say the baby rat that she had

found was quite tame by that stage and made a wonderful pet

for several years! It is certainly true that as a vet no fwo days

are ever the same and you can never be sure what will walk,
hop or even slither through the door in the morning.

Ilse Pedler MA Vet MB Vet MFHom MRCVS
Parlner with Mercer and Hughes

MOUNTFITCHET SENIORS' CLUB

Secretary: John Robinson
98 Cambridge Road, Stansted. Tel: 01279 812155

We invite all Stansted seniors to become members of our
Mountfitchet Seniors' Club.

We meet at the Day Cenlre on the lst and 3rd Wednesday of
each month. Our programme varies from gossip days/games

to guest speakers and entertainment. We also have half-day
and full day outings.

We are especially looking out for committee members to join
us to make our club a success. We are wanting a Treasurer,

so if there is anyone interested please contact me.

We have a membership of approximately 40 people so have

a real serious think about our invitation. If you require trans-
port we have use of the Uttlesford Community Bus and

private drivers.

Thanking you.

John Robinson

COMPOST

FOR €9
€3.65

LÉVINGTON MULT¡PURPOSE
75 LITRE + 33% FREE

= 100 LITRE BAG
94.95

}IERE EXCELLENT
PRICES
IT PAYS
TO\/ISIT
US FIRSTx¡ilt

flñ
OR IORE
PER PACK

5
suTTolts SEEDS

HERBACEOUS
.coMPosT

.STONE
PAVING

& GRAVEL
SUNDRIES

EIRD FOOD

BEDOING
ALPINES

MOUNTÍIÌCIIDT

Pr¡rÈot
¡tftLa

S. PERRY
CHAPEL END NURSERY

HUGE RANGE OF SHRUBS AND TREES
INCLUDING MANY UNUSUAL VARIETIES. 

FLANTS AND BULBS FOR ALL SEASONS
TUB & BASKET PLAMTS PLAÀTTED HANG¡ING EASKTTS

TICNSS VEêE?ABLE PLAf{fS FRUÍÎ BUSHES
ROSES HEDOING

# r''. '
HTA
.,. .ti !
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F0owa¡s (ot ê.vaty óccasion
Diana S,David Naw0aad

Weddings, Anniversaries,
Floral Tributes or just a bunch

in fresh or silk flowers

Fresh Flowers Always Available,
No Order Too LARGE or sMALL

Call at "Cedarwood", Stafion Road, Elsenham or Tel: 01279 8l2ll0

ffi
TER C UNTY

The oreo's leoding lndependent Estote Agents
Tel 0l 279 8144oO

I Combridge Rood, Stqnsted
olso of Sqfüon Wolden ond Bishop's Stortford

www.infe rco u nty. co. u k

11 .13 Cambridge Rd

Stansted CM24 8BX
Tel/Fax 01279 813311

CAR SALES of STANSTED - QUALITY USED CARS

12 month R.{C comprehensive vuarranty
Pre-delivery and safety inspection
12 nonths MOT

Pari exchange 'r¡/elcome

H.P.I. check
Finance arranged

E
E
E
m
E
m

$NANSTED A]LJ[/STE]ÐT"
Custom Ma¡:lufacture

Security Grills
Railings

Gates etc.

Residential
&

Commercial

All Styles All Sizes

Tel: 01279 817801 Fax: 01279 817802 Mobile: 07785 772341
Comer Buildings, Parsonage Estate, Stansted, CM24 8TY

r6
N@ WSTEVE HALL

GARDEN SERVICES

CATI FOR HEIP IN YOUR GARDEN

Tel O1279 817739

Mobile 0777 8049063
J

t

þ"r^¿
For better
mentolheolth

Uttlesford Mind
lnformation & support for people with mental health problems

Advocacy - Befriending - Drop-in centres - Counselling

Weekly Drop-lns: Saffron Walden, Thaxted, Stansted & Dunmow
Volunteers are always welcome

Tel: 0137'l 876641
Charity No: 1 023708

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and 
I

competitive rates, the refurbished Ugley Village Hall on 
I

Cambridge Road is ideal for clubs, classes, functions, 
I

children's parties and social meetings. 
I

- Bookings or further ¡nformation please call Susan Bone 01279 814052J

E lFIE NEWLY REFURBISHE

IJgley Village Hall

YOU'RE.... .. FU RN ISHED
Fomous Bronded Furniture ot

NEW STOCK IN EVERY WEEK
Reor of I4 Combridge Rood, Stonsted 01279 815028

Mon -Sot l0 om -5 pm Sundoy ll om -4 Pm
Also new worehouse otTokeleY

HALI PRICE
o tt?T"""::^*,"o+

GARDEN DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
.GroundPreparation .Paving .Planting
.Brickwork . l-awns .Fencing

59 Bl¡hwood Gardens, Stansted

01279 813160ffi w
PHONE OR FAX

%rtfu
Made to measure curtains, pelmets & blinds

Loose covers, cushions & upholstery

I can suppiy fabrics, trimmings, tracks etc.
Please call for free advice & measuring service

Tel / Fax01279 777452
email: kateharrison_l@yahoo.co. uk
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Clerk Ruth Clifford
Office Hours
l0am-Ipm
Monday - Friday

Stansted Mountfitchet Parish Council The developers have todged an appeal with the Secretary of
State following Uttlesford's refusal of their planning applica-

tion for the layout ofthe houses. There are concerns pri-

marily, we believe, over the way in which car parking has

been allocated in private courlyard areas behind the houses -

the police have commented that they do not support this

design as it can lead to hotspots for crjminal activities.

Lower Street Car Park

The resurfacing ofthe coach park has now been completed at

the expense of Uttlesford District Council. In time, the recy-

cling containers will be moved into this area, and the Parish

Council has agreed to erect some form ofscreening, hope-

fully with planting, to improve the visual aspect.

On the subject of recycling, we are pleased to report that

from April this year, we are to be given a weekly service for
the three recycling containers at the weekends. Last year the

service was fortnightly, but thanks to regular use by parish-

ioners, and Uttlesford's need to meet recycling targets, this

will be weekly from the start of the new financial year.

Ruth Clifford
Parish Clerk

Stansted Mountfitchet Parish Council
ruth. cliftbrd@stansted.net

(01279) 8132t4

1IC CLUø

Following the highly successful January recital given by the

harpist Catrin Finch, our final concert this season will be

given by one of Britain's top young string quartets on

Saturday 5th March at 7.30pm. The Carducci Shing Quartet
will be coming to Stansted to perform Haydn's String Quartet
Op 20 in D, the Ravel String Quartet in F and Smetana's

String Quartet in Eb - 'From My Life'.

The Carducci String Quartet was formed in 1993. As prize-

winning graduates of the Royal College and the Royal

Academy of Music, they are well known for their perform-

ances throughout the UK. They were major prize-winners at

the Osaka International Chamber Music Competition in
Japan in 2003 and at the 'Charles Hennen' lnternational

Competition in Holland.

The concert, in St Joh¡'s Church, will start at 7.30pm and

tickets are f9, concessions f'7, children f3, and children of
members f l, available from:

Stansted Carpets, Chapel Hill, Stansted

Nockolds Solicitors, Market Square, Bishop's Stortford

Options Hairdressers, Elsenham

Sonia Levy, 3l Chapel Hill, Stansted. (012'79 815282)

or at the door.

Council Offices
Crafton Green

Tel 813214
Fax 813964

Lighting Columns

We are aware of several problems with street lights at the

moment - not least some of those on Chapel Hill which
appear to go off as you walk past them, and come on again a

fèw seconds later! The electricþ board is investigating this

particular problèm.

Vy'e have encountered difficulties once again with our light-
ing maintenance contractors who have not been responding

to our fault reports within the agreed timeframe. We are cur-

rently obtaining quotations from alternative contractors and

hope that it will not be too long before a new contract is

agreed. In the meantime, the old contractor is meant to be

attending to our faults, but this is not done as quickly as we

would like.

If you notice a street light which is not working, or altema-

tively which is alight during the day, please let us know by
calling or e-mailing with the column number and street

name. If you cannot clearly read the column number, please

give us additional information such as "outside house

number ...". If we do not have specific information, we can-

not process the fault report. Thank you for your help.

Annual Parish Meeting

A reminder that this meeting, to be held at the United
Reformed Church on Wednesday 16th March at 8'00pm, is

your opportunity to come and voice your pleasures/concerns/

complaints about the village. In early March you will
receive, through your door, the paperwork for the meeting to

include the agenda, minutes from last year, Chairman's

report, accounts and budget report. We are hoping that a

member of the Regional Assembly will be present to talk
about the East of England Plan which is currently out for
consultation. The Parish Council will have submitted its

comments before the Parish Meeting, but it is an opportunity

for parishioners to be informed about the proposals and to

ask questions.

Resolutions can be proposed at the meeting, and it is helpful
if we are made aware of these beforehand in order that

answers can also be provided on the night. If any resolution

cannot be answered on the night, the proposer will receive a

written response after the meeting. Resolutions passed at the

meeting are not binding upon the Council, and are usually

discussed the following week at a full Council meeting.

Rochford Nursery DeveloPment

You will no doubt be aware that sigrrificant work has been

undertaken on trees and scrub at the junction of Forest Hall
Road and the 81383 - Pesterford Bridge. We have asked the

Highways Department for frirther information regarding a

start date for the bridge works, but as we go to print this has

not been received.
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GARERS UK
Uftlesford DistrÌct Branch

"Caring about the Carer"
Support group Ioi carers held in

Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill
on 2"d Thursday in each month fuor:;.2 pm to 4 pm

For further ¡nformation call us on
01371 875810

Registered Charity No. 246329

Clive's Maintenance Services
Kitchens designed, supplied and fitted to your requirements.
We are also happy to fit your own ldtchen, 0r any similar wor[
plumbing, tiling, ioinery; in fact all the little iobs around the home.,

that you can't 0r don't want to do. We know how important lt is
to be [dy, efficient and d0 exacüy what you require.

Clive Richardson

Telephone 07TT0 273 544 Fax 01279 850618

THE

47 Knight Street
Sawbridgeworth
CM21 gAX

01279 725332

,-"*., OPTOMETRISTS AND CONTACT
.#1 LENS PRACTTIONERS-i- i

\. / PRACTICE
\ i Eyecare for atl the family

i
4 Chapel Hill

Stansted
CM24 8AG

01279 816198

Sue Leech ussctrMBChA

IIPC Registration No: 17977

Chiropodist
9, Mill Road, Henham

Appointments 0788 I 9 4283 6

Surgery and Home Visits

# MERCER & HUGHES
Veterinary Surgeons

80 camþr¡dge Rd, stansted. Tet 01279 813780

Surgery Hours
Mon - Fri 8.30 am - 10.30 am

4.30pm-7pm
Sat 8.30 am - 10 am

Also surgeries at Saffron Walden & Dunmow

VII,N HIRE
Rowland Ridgewell Ltd

Woodview Garage, Stansted Rd, Birchanger
Tel 01279 813946

r Ê40 + vat per day
: 875 + vat per weekend (Fri night to Mon am)
; î220 + vat perweek

Fully Insured - Unlimited Mileage

POTHECARY & BARRATT

SOLICITORS
Providing Legal Services for

People & Businesses

For Professional Advice You Can Trust
CallUs

A 0t279 so642t
email: mail@pothecary.co.uk

or vìsit
www.pothecary.co.uk

White Horse Court, North Street
Bishop's Storrford, Hertfordshire AvI23 zLD

Clíents' parkíng .and Dísabled Access

Also in the City oflondon
\Vills, Probate & Trusts - Commercíal & Residential Conveyancing
Charities and Ecclesíastical Law - Corporate & Commercial Matters

Litigation & Matrimonial - Landlord & Tenant

Members of the Lawyers Christian Fellowship

@ RejuvuSlim
Revolutionary Detox & Wellness Programme

We have had amazing results with:
. IBS (irritable Bowel Syndrome)
. Adrenal stress
. Depression
. Liver toxicity
. Rheumatoid Arthritis
. Blood Sugar disorders
. Skin disorders
. lnsomnia
. Migraine
. Constipation

You could lose l0lbs in weight, drop a dress size

or just feel healthier .... lN ONE MONTH!

RËlU.VÅ Call Park Cllnicfor

e$uv¿
Fr[çl

M or'frigt:;,,f:::'
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MTUNTFITCHET
GARDËN CLUB

Our Spring Show will be held on Saturday 2nd April and for
the flrst time residents of Stansted Mountfitchet other than
Club members have been invited to exhibit. This show gives

members and residents of Stansted Mountfitchet the opportu-
nity to exhibit their horticultural skills to other members,
external judges and the local community. There are a large
number of classes and it is highly likely that most people will
find that they will have suitable entries already growing in
thei-r house or garden.

Show schedules (25p each) are available from:
Cyril Stoneham - Chairman - 47 Bentfield Green, Stansted

Janet Townsend - Show Secretary - 58 Chapel Hill, Stansted

The show opens to the public at2.30 pm. and will be at the
United Reformed Church Hall, Chapel Hill. Refreshments
will be available and there will also be a raffle and a sale of
produce. No charge is made for admission.

Thirfy-four members and visitors attended the January meet-
ing and were entertained by Mrs Christine Middleton who
gave an illustrated talk entitled 'Some European Gardens'.
Mrs Middleton explained the slides she would be showing
were taken during family holidays and were mainly of
French gardens. The gardens shown included the following:

Villandry, which is on a tributary of the River Loire, is a
large chateau with gardens originally laid out in the 16th cen-
tury and recreated by the current owner last year. One ofthe
main features is the potager in which were grown newly
introduced (and therefore highly prized) vegetables.

The chateau at Angers dates back to the lTth century and is
famed for its carpet bedding, which is planted in what was
originally a moat. An unusual feature was the use of pink and
white ornamental cabbages in the carpet bedding.
Canon is an l Sth century house with the gardens being a mix
of formal French and landscaped English.
Parc Floral de Ia Court d'Aron, near La Rochelle, enjoys a

temperate climate and this allows both Mediterranean and

northern European plants to be grown.
Most people know of Giverny, as this is Monet's garden.

The public park in Avranches is a 20th century creation and
this also is famed for its carpet bedding.
Befween Nice and Monaco is the early 20th century Villa
Ephrussi de Rothschild that is noted for its fountains, which
are synchronised with music.

M¡s Middleton also showed slides of Holland - Keukenhof,
which is mainly a magnificent showcase for Dutch bulb
growers and is therefore at its best in spring, and of Floriade
1992. 

^ 
Floriade is held every l0 years and includes exhibits

by the major Dutch horticultural firms as well as many for-
eign countries. The Floriade are open all summer and there-
fore many of the beds containing massed annuals have to be

replanted several times during this period.

The Chairman, Cyril Stoneham, then thanked Mrs. Middle-
ton for her talk and excellent photographs.

The next meeting, on Wednesday 2nd March at the Day
Centre at 8.00pm will include a talk by Mr. Tony Powell
entitled 'Autumn Colour'. You are invited to join us. For
non-members the admission fee is 75p.

Finally - please enter our Spring Show - we need you!

David Loynds

Steve Runs London to Help Local Club

Former Stansted Mountfitchet resident Steve Cantle is gear-

ing up to run the London Marathon on Sunday 17th April. In
this, his thi¡d marathon, Steve will be running in aid of the
Huw Johnson Club.

The CIub was formed in December 1974by Marion and

Tom Johnson, following the death of their 14 year old son,
Huw, from muscular dystrophy. The Club is a great way for
many handicapped people to broaden thei¡ horizons and to
meet new friends.

The Club meets every Thursday evening and the members
take part in diverse activities such as carpet bowls, quizzes,
bingo, short tennis and line dancing, not forgetting the
annual barbecues, sports days, village walks and Christmas
and New Year parties. The highlight of the year is the
annual holiday and this year they will be travelling to
Porthcawl, South Wales. A modified coach with a ramp is
required for the joumey so that all the members can have the

opportunity to go away on a much deserved break. Steve is
aiming to raise a substantial amount of money which will go

towards the cost of hiring the coach for the holiday.

Steve, now aged 3l, lived in Stansted for27 years and went
to St Mary's Primary School where he was a pupil of Marion
Johnson's. Steve now lives in Bishop's Stortford and hopes
you will be able to support him in his effort to help the mem-
bers of the Huw Johnson Club enjoy their holiday.

If you would be interested in sponsoring Steve and support-
ing this worthy cause please contact him on 01279 656212.

(Huw Johnson Club registered charity number 283235)

lluwfohnson

Club

STANSTED & DISTRICT
LIBERAL DEMOCRATS\rt

V
Our next Ploughman's Lunches will be on

Saturday l2th March
Saturday 9th April

These are to be held at the Stansted Day Centre from 12

noon to 2.00pm All are welcome.
Ruth Rawlinson
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@,íio,;ir"
Knights Windows NO mOre repairingPVC-U or painting...
replacement
fascias, soffits, guttering, bargeboards

Protect and
preserve with

and cladding

the Courtyard
Forest Hall Roãd

Stansted Essex
CM24 8TS

01279 647999

Qy'e'/l lo f/eaøl 1ø y',rouilo yøø
øi|./t ø ftc/e,tu'onad /\ee rynâ01øø.,

no nøllet /taø /utXa

d. hut( lleJbl,
e-Þ

John Newman
Director

Call us now,
FREE on

0800 294 0652
and make

painting a thing
of the past!

N,EEßTERFD OSTEOPâTHS
Jacolin Sheaf DO & Associates

Specíalists in treatment of spinal, joint & muscle pain,
headaches, trapped nerves & sports injuries

Treatment suitable for all ages, including children

Tel: 01279 8'15907

STâTE NEC ßTENãD Cfl INOPOOIST
Richard Handford BSc, SRCh, MChs
Specialising in routine chiropody, sports injuries,

ultrasound, biomechanics, orthotics,
nail surgery & verrucae

Tel: 01279 647337

LOWER STREET CLINIC
36 Lower Street, Stansted

A.BETTER.AE,RIAL

ffi#ffi
www.abetteraerial.co.u k

DIGITAL AF-RIAIS
SKY TV

FFI & DAB RADIO AERIALS
ANTI-GI-IOSTING AERIAIS

EXTRA TV POINTS
AMPLIFIERS

COMMUNAL SYSTEMS
FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

YOUR LOCAT AERII{I ITAN

Bishop's Stortford
01279 815948
07980 8l72sl
Carters Hill Manuden

klina Rankin

Garden Design

'r¡, i,/.
çl:,i:'.t:
, J,S/_ 

".,til-T*Y('rr,S' l1

:;¡j#r
Offering a comprehensive

garden design service

to meet all your needs

Friendly, professional seryice.

No iob too big or small

One off consultations through
to complete garden re-designs

For further information please contact:

Selina Rankin

Chimneys, 44 Lower Street, Stansted

Tel:01279 813388

Email: info@srgardendesign.co.uk

Web: www.srgardendesign.co.uk

P¡e-school nur5e¡y

rC f*cellen+ oPs+ed Repo¡1

l:e) qualìPìed rrìendl$ s+âÊÊ

,.ç spacìous lrall wi+h a guìet roof'l

Por Rhytres f s+orìes

,:9 Errphasìs on leárnìhÉ +hrouÉh Þlay

leleÞhone 0111 I 813828

L

Want to lose weight with a friendly group near you?

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
Quaker Meeting Hse, Chapel Hill

Pam 01 279 842774 Wed 7 pm

BISHOPS STORTFORD
Parsonage Community Centre, Parsonage Lane

Jane 07802 483191 Mon 5.30 & 7.30 pm

St Joseph's Hall, Apton Rd

Kim 01992 584286 Wed 9.30 am, 5,30 & 7 pm

New group opening in Saffron Walden
Phone Jane on 07802 483191 for details

Food
0pfÍnísíng

I

a a

100% money back guarantee if your not satisJíed

My personal guarantee to you! * RapidTurbo Dryíng
lf you aren't happy with the way I * Stain & odour removal
clean your carpets or upholstery, I will -
re-clean them for FREE and if yóu're * Anti-stain protection

st¡ll unhappy I will give you your * Most carpets dry in 2-4 hrs
money back. CarpeG & Upholstery + Suites dry in 4-6hrs
professionally cleaned using lndustry
Leadin$ Extraction SystemJ ' * oriental rug cleaning

Call my FREE Consumer * Van mounted system

information line on: 20x more powerful than others.

0800 6952220 LeatherCteaning

NãçH'CUTIVE
CARPET CARE IICRC Certlfl ed Techniclan

*Subl€ct to oFs¡to {ryoy

Www. executlvecalpetcare.co,uk

For a free quote call:
0L279 307L71
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(,æ) BENTFIELD SCHOOL fr DAY CENTRE NEWS

We are having a Charity Coffee Moming on 27th April,
l0.00am-12 noon. Admission and coffee 50p.

Do come and help various charities, including Cancer
Research, Water for 3rd World, Saffron Sight and the WI's
Tsunami Appeal. Stalls will include cakes, home-bake, bric-
à-brac, honey and others. A raffle will be held.

On a domestic note, we do need volunteers for two hours a

week or a fortnight as the Day Centre is busy and popular.

Our present volunteers are very friendly and enjoy their
work. We also need drivers to bring our members in on

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Our lunches aie home cooked and cost f3.70 for two courses
(you need to book in advance). The Day Centre number is
01279 815091. You will be very welcome.

UGLEY WOMEN'S INSTITUTË

Ugley WI had an excellent New Year parry at The Chequers
Public House on Wednesday l9th January with a most enjoy-
able presentation of Gilbert and Sullivan by Mr Marlyn
Harrison.

At our February meeting we had a talk by Mrs Brenda
Harley entitled oHow I became a Reel Old Sew and Sew'

On l6th March the meeting at Ugley Village Hall starts at

2.30pm when Mr David Miller will tell us about Tai Ji Quan.

Frances Spalding

Bentfield Primory School PTA

Foshion Show
Tuesdoy 5rh April

ó.30pm
Tickets f,2.50

fncludes a glass of wine

Available fron school
or tel 815765

EsCmryoffi¡

As the New Year progresses you may have noticed building
work going on at the front of our school. We are having a new

reception area and changes to the existing office and Head

teacher's room. 
.When 

completed the front entrance will be

fully accessible to wheelchair users and much easier for push-

chairs. The work is expected to last l8 weeks and the finished
product will see another octagonal area giving yet more inter-

est to the shape of our school! During this period the school

office is open as usual. If you wish to visit us just follow the

arrows!

Classes One and Two have been looking at buildings and

building materials this term. Both classes have been for a walk
around the village looking at the very varied styles and ages

of local buildings. They have also visited Saffron Walden
Museum for a very enjoyable all day session on the same

subject.

Class Three have also been out locally, walking down to the

flre station for a very informative and exciting visit.

Like many other schools, our children were very conçerned

about the devastating effects of the Asian tsunami. We held a
non-uniform day, at the request of the children, to raise money
for the disaster appeal fund.

Our cooks have been busy this month. Chinese New Year was

celebrated by a special Chinese lunch, which the children were

encouraged to eat with the free chopsticks provided. As you
may imagine, some were better at it than others! And, of
course, we had pancakes on Pancake Day!!

If you are interested in either a Nursery or Reception place in
September 2005, and would like to visit the school, please

give us a ring and we would be very pleased to affange one for
you.

Essex County Council MUST receive applications for this
year's Reception Class by 3lst March at the latest.

Finally a reminder from the PTA about a couple of events.

Firstly, we're holding our CASINO NIGHT on Saturday 5th
March. Last year this was a fantastic evening and this year it
promises to be just as much fun, if not morel No experience
is needed as we have croupiers on hand to explain all the rules
and lend you a helping hand. We play just for fun, with the
punter with the most chips at the end of the evening taking
home a prize. Tickets are f7.50 which includes play money
for gambling and a light supper and are available from the

school office, a PTA member or by ringing 647650.

Our final event of the term is our Spring Fashion Show on
Tuesday 5th April. Pupils, parents and staff will have the

opportunity of modelling some of the latest fashions and then
of course they'll be plenty of time to buy lots of fantastic
clothes at bargain prices. The show takes place in the school

hall at 6.30pm with clothes available for sale afterwards.

Tickets are just f2.50 which includes a glass of wine.

Marnie Tait
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Alzhefuner's Society
DemeÍtia c¡re arìd rpJe¿l(h

Uttlesford Branch
Help, advice and support

for people with dementia and
their carers.

Home visits possib/e.

We are now at:-

The Voluntary & Community
Centre

46 High Street
Gt. Dunmow, Essex

CM61AN

æ 01371 8725'19
email:

alz hei mers@uttlesford. freese rve.co. uk

Registered Charity No 296645
CoReg No 2115499

o ì@lr.r,ong",
I:9 Nurs€rt un¡t

AgeslT:-5yeors
rnorning & oflernoon

Own building in beautiful
village school grounds

Excetlenl focilities
& otrtdoor ploy oreos

WelI qualified staff

Outstanding OFSTED
Report (January 2004)

Corne & visit - yori willbe
rnode very welcorne

For further
informationtet AxE¡Tm
814037 or 0777 3730754 .m-

SttRoowrRx

TecHruoLoGY

Your local lT supplier

PCs, peripherals and software
Broadband lnternet from
€24.99/month (less than BT)
Complete networks for
business and home
Antivirus software
Advice from qualified staff

14 Riverside Business Park
Stoney Common Road

Stansted CM24 8PL
Tel Q1279 813076

E-mail: info@sfax.co. uk

Paftner

Ittictosott'
CERTIFIED

EDDIE Ho @
Fìsh & Chips

, BBQ Chicken
Soufhern Fried Chicken

Pukka Pies

Beef Burqers

Station Road, Stansted
01279 817307

M COLLINS
Family News

NEWSAGENT TOBACCONIST

CONFECTIONERS

AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANERS

Chapel Hill, Stansted
Tel01279 812049

J R J0lll¡Sf0ì{ e6o Rts

Qualified Tree Surgeon
Fully Insured

Pruning

Dismøntfíng

Hedge Trimming

Tr e e s I S ñru6 s suy ß e d @ y fant e I
Contract Mainteflønce

Tel 01920 821595

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

Ðarud,
?lrønt'¿

Ødnaqe
SERVICING

REPAIRS

Bentfield Road Stansted

TEL: 01279 812686

VTCKE,RS
SOLICITORS

Friendly & personal service
Fixed fee Conveyancing

Litigation

Free initial consultation

Advice & assistance at
reasonable cost

Prompt attention

Please contact Julian Vickers
16 Lower Street,

Stansted CM24 8LP
Tel: 01279 817871
Fax: OL279 817877

Email:

iu lian@vickerslaw.demon.co.uk

42 CHAPEL STANSTED

CARPEÎS &
vnüYt5

CARPET ÎLES - SAFETY FLOORING
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

WATLPAPER
BORROW THE BOOK . CHOOSE AT HOME

STANSIED
CARPETS g

CURTAINS
AfrlD FABRICS . RAILs Al{D POLE5

HAND MADE CURÏAIN5
FPEE LOAN OF SAMPLES

HUGE SELECï'ON
FREE AUOTAT'ONS

o1279

81 2019
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St Vfnry's Primary School
Parents, Teachcrs rrncl

þ'riends Ä,ssociation

Present and even past parents will remember primary school
parents' evenings as significant events in the school year,
when they have the opportunity to hear about their chiid's
progress. These are essential and valuable to both parents
and teachers, but often happen in a busy, rushed environ-
ment, at the end of a long day of teaching. This term in St

Mary's we are trialling a different approach, to try to provide
a more professional consultation with our parents: each class

teacher is having a reasonable working day in which to dis-
cuss the children's progress with their parents. Of course,
thei¡ class still needs teaching - which is where I come in!
Parents' evaluations will tell us how well it has worked for
them, but so far teachers are finding the new arrangements a

great improvement. To give privacy and status to parent
consultations, the discussions have been taking place in my
office. So this gives me an extra excuse for not tackling the
ever-increasing mountain of paperwork. (Yes, the media is

right about this!) But the real bonus for me is a chance to
spend the planned day with each of our classes, in order of
age from the youngest to the oldest.

I have started with the biggest challenge for me, as a junior-
trained teacher: a day with Willow class (Reception and Year
I children). But I had a fantastic day with the children and

gained a great deal of insight into the learning of our 4 and 5
year olds - and it highlighted for me how hard teachers of
younger children have to work to make it meaningful. I was

relieved that our own skilled practitioner was going to follow
my efforts on teaching subtraction!

As I have worked with progressively older children in the

last couple of weeks, I have felt more within my comfort
zoîe - and had more sleep on the precedíng night! However,
the experiences have not been so different:

g Children of all ages love learning and are becoming
better at thinking about their leaming and becoming reflec-
tive leamers. As a school, we have worked very hard on

developing everyone's perception of learning and it has been

exciting to see that really happening.

$ Our excellent adult support makes a huge differ-
ence. Children of widely differing abilities are all catered for
and encouraged to leam at the appropriate rate for them.

As a headteacher, I think it's important to know all our chil-
dren and I like to spend lots of time with them, but find that
isn't always possible with other demands, so tlis has been a
great opportunity to remind myself about what an exciting
joumey it is being a teacher and experiencing children's
learning at first hand.

Wendy Wood,
Headteacher

Breakfast Club, St Mary's School

Children are now able to have breakfast at school, meet
friends and play before lessons start. My son who is a pupil
at the school has attended and was enthusiastic. The District
Council, through its Communþ Safety Action Team, has

assisted this project by providing f,1493 for capital items to

assist with the purchase of safety equipment. This is pre-

dominately road safety/crime prevention/anti-bullyLng infor-
mation etc.

Councillor Geoffrey Sell
TeI:01279815925

TIIE STAR OF INDIA

Quality is the result of Care!

We're Open ¡¡i and
ready to serue you !

24 years of successful dining experience is now
available in ELSENHAM

2 main courses for the price of I
when you bring in this Voucher - collection only

(You will not be charged for the least expensive of the two main courses.)

Opening times:
12 noon to 2pm
5pm to 10pm
(except Sundays and

Bank Holidays)

Order Line

0800 007
6768

3 Ambrose Corner, Robin Hood Rd, Elsenham

PRINT EEPY ARtrHIVT
f= o1 zag 6='7'169
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E: rxro@coeYzoNE.tro.ut<
w: www.cctFYzoNÉ.cc¡.uK
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East of England Plan \èZ
Readers will recall that both Alan Dean and myself have

written previously on this important topic. At our full coun-

cil meeting on l5th February the Council will be considering
our response to its proposals. The plan sets out a draft strat-

egy to guide the planning and development of the region to
2021. Key features are plans for 421,500 new jobs and pro-
vision for 478,000 new homes. Nearly 60,000 of these have

already been built since 2001 and, of the balance, more than

half already have planning permission or are allocated in
existing development plans.

For Uttlesford, the plan is proposing 8,000 houses. Plans are

already going ahead for 5,350 new homes in the district such

as the Rochfords development. This leaves a balance of
2,650 new homes. My colleagues in Dunmow are concerned

about the way that their town has been targeted for extra
housing growth. Suzanne Walker of the Council for the

Protection of Rural England has urged everyone to become
involved in the consultation. She warned that "if we are not
careful we could wake up and find ourselves living in the

suburbs ofLondon".

It is not just what is being proposed for Uttlesford that

should concern us. In East Hertfordshire 20,800 new homes

are being proposed. Ten thousand homes to be built on
greenfields north of Harlow and 2,000 homes on the outskirts
of Bishop's Stortford. Such proposals would have signifi-
cant effects on the infrastructure which we and they share;

for example schools in Bishop's Stortford, increased pressure

on our roads and train service and also upon Princess

Alexandra Hospital in Harlow. East Herts Council Leader

states that the "proposals are flawed, based on flawed think-
ing and have been pushed through a deeply flawed and

undemocratic process. The options are both unsustainable

and illogical". They have published a leaflet tspeakup east-

herts'. More information is available on thei¡ website

www.eastherts. gov.uk.

Some councils such as Harlow have come out in favour of
the Regional Plan. Their joint leader mentions a recently
published Halifax bank survey. This states that first-time
buyers can't afford a home n92% of UK towns. Combine
that, she says, with the growing waiting list for a council
home and it "becomes obvious that we can't go on as we are,

and that we need to provide affordable homes to meet the
needs of our community".

A copy ofthe regional plan is available for consultation at

Stansted Library. If you wish to comment on the Plan you
have up until l6th March to do so. You can comment

on-line at www.eera.gov.uk. Alternatively, you can write to
East of England Regional Assembly at Flempton House,
Flempton, Bury St Edmunds lP28 6EG.

Council Budgets

Provisionally, the Council is considering a 4.5% increase in
the council tax for the coming financial year. The council
has taken on new responsibilities placed upon us by the

Government, but with no extra fi.rnding to deal with them.
When readers receive their council tax bills next month, it is
important to remember that although the District is the bill-
ing authorþ most of what it collects goes to other bodies,
e.g. County Council, Police Authority and Parish Councils.

Pensioners Guide

The council tax can hit those on fixed incomes particularly
hard. There may be help available. The Government esti-
mates that four out of ten pensioners are still failing to appiy
for council tax benefit, which could on average cut their bills
by f.426. This is in spite of the fact that since the introduc-
tion of the Pension Credit many more pensioners have
become eligible. The Pensioners' Guide provides valuable
advice on all the help and entitlements available to pension-

ers. The publication is free and can be obtained at the
District Council offices or by contacting the order line on
0845 6065065. Ifyou think you are eligible for a reduction
in council tax or possibly some assistance with housing bene-

fit for rent payments you should contact Sue Ellis at the

Council on 01799 510340. A home visiting service can also

be provided to assist with completion of the claim forms.

Remembering the Holocaust

Alan Dean as Leader of the Council planted a yew hee in the
Maze of Bridge End Gardens, Saffron Walden. The setting
is perfect for quiet and thoughtful contemplation of that aw-
ful event. I visited Poland last year on a European Young
Entrepreneurs visit, and took the opportunity oftaking stu-

dents from Italy, Poland, Slovakia and the UK to Auschwitz.
I thought it was important that young people should be aware

ofwhat happened 60 years ago.

Councillor Geoffrey Sell
Tel:01279 815925

Email: cllrsell@uttlesford. gov. uk

Royal British Legion
Stansted & District

Branch

Poppy Appeal

We are to hold a Fish and Chip Supper in aid of the Appeal
on Friday 8ü April at the Crafton Green Day Centre,
Stansted at 7.30pm. We are delighted that George Foster has

agreed to recall his memories of the 'D' Day celebrations in
Normandy on its 60th Anniversary last year. The evening is

open to all. Please join us, the cost is f6.00. Tickets from
Harold Thistle tel. 813250, David Challis 815183, and Bob

Stoddart 814015.

Looking Forward - The 2005 Appeal

Having been the Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser since

1994, supported throughout by the Branch Committee and all
the collectors, the task of organising has increased enonnous-
ly, as has the total sum raised. I now have some 150 collec-
tors and 400 collecting boxes each year spread over the

district.

It has now reached the stage when I need some help with the

workload particularly during October and November and a

little time in September and December. If you could give
some time to this deserving cause please contact me.

John L Segar

Crossways, Station Road, Elsenham
Tel.012'19 813289
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ONWARD DRIVER TRAINING
'Safe driving for life'

Driving Standards Agency Approved lnstructor and Assessor

o Learner Tuition: Manual & Automatic dual-controlled

Fiat Puntos - friendly non-smoking environment with in-car

laptop & video for Theory & Hazard Perception Training

o 'Pass Plus' Registered lnstructor

¡ Advanced & Defensive Driver Training

¡ Company & Fleet Driver Training and Assessment

(for compliance with HSE requirements)

¡ Motorway Tuition and incident management

¡ Refresher and Confidence-Building Courses

(Parking, Manoeuvring, Economy & Winter driving)

c 4x4 and 6x6 Off-Road Tuition (including winching,

self -recovery, commercial and leisure)

o Driver lnstructor Training

Philip Hastings DiP.Dl, ADI
l9 Cawkell Close, Stansted CM24 8JF

îel: 01279 81557 1 email: Driving com

fu kX -,I)nwin[,- lÚnjol

30A LowerStreet . Stønste[

fuserçøtions 01 2 79 I 1 7 1 77

(Bistro 49

cFabrications
is tbe local comþany -for ail sort fumishings,

made from ourføbrics or your oun.
Waþapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

For.þee aduice and r,neasuring service call

$ue Ol2?9 m+66 or €¡rol Ol2?9 7n48O

We prov¡de a friendly and efficient professlonal
accountancy and taxation serv¡ce for local

businesses and indivicluals including:

Self Assessment Tqx Returns

Accountancy and Audit
Management Accounts

Business Tax

Free Intüal Gonsultaüon

Please te101279813294

Forge House, 39-41 Cambrldge Rcl, Stansted CM24 8BX

Chartered Accountants
Davidson Oakley & Co

L.ADI€S'FASHION 5HO€5

R.P. ELLEN
UNIT 4
SOUTHMILL TRADING ESTATE
SOUTHMILL ROAD
BISHOP'S STORTFORD

R?eo'*
www.rpellen.co.uk

I

^ 
råslc ol rvlìàr Mountfitchet Romeera Leisure Centre has on offcr!

Sonetlrirrg for lou & four fanil¡f
Faciliticc at thc ccntro includo:
¡ ll¡rpcru (iym o ìennis (:ourtri . StÞfts llitll
o Aerol¡ies Str¡dío . Creche e kee krkinß

Activitiç at lhe centrc includer

¡ Socc.er Sr'hool . lênnis Ac.tion . '[OP Stnrt SeÈsiotrs

. c¿mp Ëncr8y ¡ t-lall of Fun . Trampollning

. L¿ld¡es morninfi . ßathnÍnlon o Yoßa (ll¿tssts

¡ Short M¿t lJowls o 50+ morning . Tcnnís

r TableTennìs 'TramPolining for Adults

Mountfitchet Ronìecra Leisure Centro J)ri¡les itself on being home to many of

tlre leading s¡lorts clubs in Ëssex. lb join in, simply phone the cenÛe on tlìe

ttle¡rhone number l:clow

Fantastic Membership offers are available!! To find out more

simply phone the centre on the tclephone numbe¡ below.

Tel: 01279 648580
¡

t l! Ur¡6f.l¿ tdffi tr¿ t rilirt ñilrßa ¡y kís c.ilic{.¡ tr{

CORBETT ELECTRICAL
ElectrÍcal Contractor

Rewires - Extra Sockets & Lights
Inspection & Testing - Repairs

31 Rainsford Road, Stansted Tel:01279 816577

^Rîoclr¡tTlßñlñðl¡ ARE YOU RETTRED?
We are looking for people to take well behaved dogs into their homes and care

for them while their owners are away on holiday or just away for a day or two,

We are an established pet sitting company based in Bishops Stortford 6 offer our

clients an alternative to kennelling, thereby reducing stress to both dog & owner,

You must be at home most of the day, have a secure garden and no other animals,

lf you feel you would like the companionship of a dog without the fulltime

commitment, whilst eaming some extra money, we would love to hear from youl

Plcosc tclephonc 01279 654487



A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS
PERSONAL ATTENTION
AND UNDERSTANDING

Established 1888

Day and
Night

Personal

Service

Pre-
payment

Plans
Available

Funeral Directors

2 Chapel Hill
Stansted

CM24 8AG

01279
81 321 9

D. C. POULTON
& ^so^r,s

01 992 572609Also at CLARKS LANE
EPPING CM16 4NJ

$EUBA IIIUT

ilulilE ffillÏRr
l0 Ena[Gl ll¡ll, $tansted
tr87tl11 5tl22ã4
www.2diuE4.Go.ulr
0tt 0t [ff $uPtwtsiltt [fûil¡rüR s0un$Í$ IRy uut$
fullY Sï0ElfHl $ll0P Å!R fttr$ lltul IRtPs $tRuts¡t{ü
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Exclusive Indian Cuísine

I Chøpel Hill
Stønsted

Essex CM24 9AG
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FREE Home Deliverr
'lake-arva¡ avr¡ihhle

l0r),' ¡liscount
on orrlcrs over t I (l

on collrction

IIIt

Daniel Robinson & Sons
lndependent Family Funer al D irectors

& Monumentql Masons
A personal caring service from a family business

day or night
Our trained staff will be pleased to give free confidential

advice on any matter

-hour famíly careline . Golden Charter Pre-Pøyment Plans

79/81 South Street
Bishop's Stortford
fel. 01279 655477

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth

ïe|.01279 722476

146 High Street
Epping

Tel.01992 560890

Wych Elm
Harlow

Tel.01279 426990

Haslers Lane
Great Dunmow

Te|.01371 874518ffi ffi
@/INw

"."'ffi;þ1'q'
S0UTH of FRANCE

Luxury giler, fully equipped

lo o high ¡fondord

lOm pool

Prelly racludad courlyord

fireploco & canlrol heoting

Short wolk lo rhopr

lory dirlonce lo golf,

(onoe¡ng & beocher

CallAlison Barr
Tel/fax 01799 530136

Ema í / in fo @se / ectgi tes. c o m
wanu.selectgites.com

S\A/ORDERS
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS

GE Sworder&Sons
14 Cambridge Road
Stansted CM24 8BZ

Tel: O1279 817778

Email:
auctions@ sworder.co.uk

www.sworder.co.uk

MullucksWells
FOR A

PROFESSIONAL APPROACH
AND EXPERTADV]CE

ON ALL YOUR
PROPERTY MATTERS

Country Properties
Town Houses

ResidentiaI Lettings
Commercial Sales

Management and Letting
Surveys and Valuations

6 GREENS BUILDINGS
CAMBRIDGE ROAD

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
TELI O1279 816816

web: www.mullucks.co.uk
email: stansted@mullucks.co. uk


