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www.humanrootscommunity.org.uk

Stansted Sunflowers Fundraiser
For anyone who took part in last year’s sunflower competi-
tion, you will know how delectable it is to sow your own
seeds and see them thrive into massive, beautiful blooms.
We managed to raise over £500 in seed and plant sales. This
year we have put together over 500 individual packets, each
containing 300-500 seeds. Check out our Facebook page for
the locations of the seed packets. If you have been lucky
enough to come across them, you will have seen that you
have access to seed-sowing video tutorials via our website
to help you get them started at home in pots. We are now
warm enough to be starting them outdoors which is an even
easier process.  Look at our website or social media for fur-
ther tips and techniques for the rest of the process. All we
are asking is that if you find a lucky seed pack, you donate to
our cause! We are asking for £1 per packet which will help
pay for garden materials over the summer to enable us to
continue growing food, so please support Human Roots
Community (HRC) today.

We are also actively looking for new
trustees to help us shape the future
of HRC. If you have strong leadership
skills, are business focused, from a
charity background or are passionate
about sustainable food growing, edu-
cation, and climate issues, then we
are the charity you have been look-
ing for. Please go to the website and
sign up. Be sure to access our
monthly newsletter to get your gardening tips, regular
updates about what we are up to and our monthly recipes
with seasonal vegetables.

Keiran Olivier
Tel: 07946 783039

Email: keiran@humanrootscommunity.org.uk

www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

As each day lengthens, trees, shrubs, plants and bulbs are
bursting into life.  The buds and blossom on the trees are a
sign that spring is in full flow; some tree flowers are just
ornamental whereas fruit tree blossom promises rewards in
the late summer or autumn.  The birds in the hedgerows
and garden shrubs are getting ready for the nesting season,
flying hither and thither with twigs etc as their intricate
nests are built camouflaged by the new growth.

In the garden, many of the earlier
daffodils have gone over, but tulips are
taking their place.  From origins in the
Ottoman Empire to fame in the
Netherlands, this is a flower that has
remained popular for centuries. Tulip
flowers come in all shapes and colours, some like wine
glasses others like a ballerina's tutu. Starting to fill those
blank spaces are the perennial plants.  In addition, it is now
time to start sowing annual seeds, one-season wonders that
will give a splash of colour, most of which are loved by bees
and butterflies and can be cut and brought inside to be
enjoyed.  This is also the time of year to start sowing your
summer crops.  Many people grew their own food for the
first time last summer, which led to a seed shortage in some
parts of the country. Enjoy an afternoon out at a nursery or
garden centre and buy your seeds.  A word of warning
though: with the unpredictable British weather, be wary of
late frosts before sowing or planting out.  Please take care
everyone and stay safe until this nasty virus has been
beaten; we will let everyone know as soon as we get the
go-ahead to reconvene meetings.

Maralyn Harris
Tel: 07919 478144

EDITORIAL

The happy picture on the front cover of this month’s issue was taken on the first day when people
were able to meet outdoors in groups of up to six; that was 29th March. Many thanks to the four people
who agreed to take part: Yvonne and Stuart Ayres, as well as Catherine and Alan Dean. Both Yvonne and
Catherine are part of The Link team and you will have seen their contributions to the recent Meet the
Team articles. As I write, the next stage of lockdown easing has occurred, with many much-loved and
sorely missed businesses, gyms and churches re-opening. So there are many reasons to be cheerful, and
the smiles on the cover reflect the optimism we are feeling as we come slowly out of this nightmare.

However, there were still not many events to discuss in this month’s issue, which is why it is rather skinny,
with fewer pages than we would like. This does give our contributors the space and opportunity to deal
with more complex issues such as the refusal to allow Bloor Homes to desecrate Pennington Lane; for
details, see page 9. Another complex issue is that of mental health, and it is great to see this being given so
much attention nationally and locally, such as the Let’s Talk, Stansted! article on page 5. Have a wonderful
spring, one and all.
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MANUDEN PRIMARY SCHOOL
www.manudenprimary.co.uk

As the Spring Term finished at the end of March, it was
great to have all the children back at school and we cer-
tainly packed a huge amount into those final three weeks.
Our last week started with a virtual PE session for our Year 5
and 6 pupils led by Hallam Play, a team of young coaches
from Sheffield Hallam University. The active session gave
the children an opportunity to develop their skills in familiar
sports such as football, hockey and cricket as well as trying
some new sports such as boxing. During the session, they
were joined virtually by some elite athletes in each sport,
including an Olympic swimmer and a GB hockey player -a
truly inspirational morning.

The Year 1 and 2 children have been taking on the role of
palaeontologists as part of their dinosaur learning. The chil-
dren took part in a fossil dig and had great fun as they pre-
tended to hunt for fossils that they were able to
carefully extract from chocolate chip cookies
using a cocktail stick and a brush. The Year 3
and 4 children were enthusiastic curators of
their Egyptian Museum and showed off some
fantastic interactive exhibits. The museum
included flood alarms for the River Nile, created in Design
Technology.  The children designed and made their alarms,
considered potential problems with their designs and how
to overcome them. Much fun was had when the alarms
were tested! What a great way to end a busy term.

Manuden Primary School needs you. If you are interested
in being part of our school community, we are seeking two
governors to join our board.  Whilst we would welcome
applications from volunteers with finance and HR
experience, we encourage applications from anyone keen,
committed and willing to learn.   For more information,
please contact the school office.

Marnie Tait
Deputy Headteacher

Tel: 813370
Email: admin@manuden.essex.sch.uk

STANSTED IS WELL READ

The next Zoom meeting of our book group will be on
Tuesday 4th May at 8.00pm where we will be discussing The
Midnight Library by Matt Haig. Imagine a library, where the
shelves go on forever and every book provides a chance to
try another life you could have lived, to see how things
would be if you had made other choices ...  This intriguing
book, which celebrates life’s possibilities, was the winner of
the Goodreads Choice Award for Fiction 2020; we will have
to see if we agree with that choice! Please do get in touch if
you would like to join us, a warm welcome will await.

Anne Watson
Tel: 898693

Email: stanstediswellread@gmail.com

    DAISY MAY’S FARM
    www.daisymaysfarm.org

As you may know by now, we are open and boy, are our ani-
mals loving seeing all our lovely visitors or what?!  They are
all having such a super time being fed and having a fuss
made of them, so please keep on coming. We are open
every day 9.00am-3.00pm except Wednesdays and Sundays;
you need to book in advance via our website.  At the farm
you can visit all our animals, including the babies and those
in the small animals’ enclosure.  You can also have fun on
the play equipment, play in our den building area and have
a splash in the stream, visit our old friends the horses and
explore our woodland walk - there is such a lot to do, so
make sure you don’t miss out.

We have lambs, kid goats, chicks, piglets and ducklings, so
do not leave it too long as they are all growing fast. The last
year has been really tough, so if you would like to help, you
can do by going to the website below:

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/alison-thomson-920

Anything you can give is massively appreciated. If you
need eggs, we have lots. Pop by and buy ours, they are
delicious. Very best wishes and thank you for your contin-
ued support.

Elaine Terry
Tel: 07747 787973



Structural Osteopathy, Cranial Osteopathy.
Treatment of back and neck pain, muscle and joint pain,
tension headaches, trapped nerves and sports injuries.

One-to-one Pilates instruction.
Specialist Clinic for pregnant mothers,

babies and children.

Tel: 01799 543444
Email:info@quendonosteopathy.co.uk
Web: www.quendonosteopathy.co.uk

Jacolin Sheaf (Lampon) D.O.
4a Red Cottages, Cambridge Road, Quendon,

Saffron Walden CB11 3XH (onsite parking)

Bishop’s Stortford

16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 652249     info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

01279 873492  Mob: 07916 075451

HPC Registered ~ State Registered

 CHIROPODIST
Mrs Julie Golden

A professional service at a competitive price

the osteopath

Stansted Pilates
&Osteopathy
Hazel Williams is one of the few osteopathic
practitioners who specialises in both structural and
cranial osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients
from babies to the elderly, from the immobile to
athletes. Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic, muscle and sciatic pain, trapped
nerves, sports injuries, headaches and migraine.

She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain
relief and provides specially formulated pilates
classes to help improve and maintain fitness.

Classes held at: The Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill.
8-9pm Mon / 9-10am Sat.

Please call to book an appointment or a class.
01279 813371 or 07973 409675
www.hazel-williams.co.uk

This could be YOUR ad here
Only £100 for 5 issues

Other sizes available
See www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising

or call Marion & Mike on 814059
Email: adverts@stanstedlink.org.uk
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LET’S TALK, STANSTED!
www.stanstedmentalhealth.org

Mental Health Awareness Week
During this pandemic, many of us have found our mental
health has suffered, or we have seen a loved one struggle.
For Mental Health Awareness Week, 10th-16th May, it is
time to step up the fight for mental health in our communi-
ty.

Organised by the Mental Health Foundation, the theme for
this year is Nature; an opportunity to open our eyes to the
power of nature and its benefits on our mental health.  We
are running several week-long activities that you can get
involved with.

Race to Rungis: Village-wide Challenge to raise awareness
about Mental Health
A good walk, jog or run can do wonders for your mental
wellbeing. It improves self-perception, self-esteem, mood
and sleep quality; and it reduces stress, anxiety and fatigue.
It is also a great opportunity to catch up with friends and
family. The village is twinned with Rungis, near Paris, which
is a round trip of approximately 550 miles.  We invite you to
join our virtual race to Rungis and back, running or walking
at your own pace to clock up miles.  It will be a village effort
and is for all ages so whether you contribute 1km or set
yourself a target for the week, every step counts. Sign up
and find more details on our website.

Do something positive to improve your Mental Health
Evidence suggests there are five steps you can take to
improve your mental health and wellbeing. Trying these
steps could help you feel more positive and able to get the
most out of life:

Connect with other people. Good relationships are
important for your mental wellbeing.  Take time each
day to be with your family, friends or neighbours, even
if it is just a phone call
Be physically active. Exercise is good for your body, but
it also improves your mental health. Whatever your
choice of exercise the main thing is to move every day
Learn new skills, which will boost self-confidence and
raise your self-esteem; and it is fun!
Give something back. Research suggests that acts of
giving and kindness create positive feelings and a
sense of purpose and self-worth. Try to do some small
acts of kindness towards other people each week, or
larger ones like volunteering in the local community
Pay attention to the present moment by being mindful
of your thoughts and feelings, your body and the
world around you. It can positively change the way
you feel about life and how you approach challenges.

Nature: See it, Snap it: Photography Competition for all
ages
Use your phone or camera to capture what you love about
nature and how it benefits you. Send us your favourite
images of whatever makes you smile and helps you feel con-
nected to nature. Submit your photos by joining the Let’s
Talk, Stansted! Facebook Group and posting your images or
email them to me and we will add them to the competition.
We will announce awards towards the end of May. Every-
one is welcome to get in touch with our team whatever your
situation or state of mind.  Throughout the summer we will
be launching new opportunities for people to meet, talk and
share worries and burdens.  For details and links to the
weekly calls, visit our website, join us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/groups/letstalkstansted or email me.

Richard Haywood
Tel: 07794 268208

Email: contact@stanstedmentalhealth.org

BIRTHDAY ON THE BENCH

Felicitations to you my gentle readers. Good Friday was my
birthday this year. I spent the magnificent morning on the
bench enraptured by the majestic swooping of our red kite
community, soaring on the currents whilst the smaller birds
(breakfast) fearfully and aerially ‘legged it’ in the other
direction.  My friends who live close to the bountiful bench
presented me with a sublimely succulent gin and tonic
which I voraciously consumed, delighting in its botanical
beatitudes and warmth. The hackneyed cliché of never work
with children or animals is a misnomer benchwise. The
young people of our village are delightful. Their smiles and
waves melt any icy tendrils of despair that I might have been
feeling. And guess what ... ? Easter Sunday, a delightful lady
approached me and said her young son who was in her car,
asked her to give me a little Easter egg! A beautiful and
heartfelt gift wrapped in pink foil. Priceless!  A big woof to
all our captivating canines in all their shapes, varieties and
temperaments and especially to Harry who always comes
over for a chat.  As my latest literary sojourn comes to a
close, there is a succulent sussuration ‘pon the breeze. It
whispers ‘Monday, Monday the pubs are opening’. My vil-
lage family regale me frequently with this news and we all
luxuriate in the hope that this brings.  Let's all raise the cup
of cheer to our publicans who have worked long and tire-
lessly for this glorious moment.  Stansted Mountfitchet I
love you. We've got this! Stay strong, stay safe.

Kris

UTTLESFORD DISTRICT HEALTH WALKS

Although we are allowed now to walk in larger groups as a
health walk, I do not think it is practical to try and do so in
this area at the moment. I have told Lucy Fish, the health
improvement officer, that I no longer feel able to lead this
group. We shall need another leader in order to continue at
a later date.  Let me know if you feel you could do this and I
can pass your name on. Meanwhile keep walking with your
friends in small groups and enjoy!

Judy Colliver
Tel: 812470



Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS

OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: deltaylor61@btinternet.com

Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &

Protection, New PC Setup & Training

ARNET AYRE
ANITY AYRE

Please telephone:
Hair 01279 813087 Beauty 01279 813180

Closed on Mondays

Your Friendly Local Salon
Est 1991

Hair & Beauty

 Please call Malc, Neil or Craig on

We help YOU the motorist with a cheaper labour rate
Free collection and delivery in local area

34 The Street, Manuden CM23 1DQ

D BONNEY & SONS MANUDEN
MOTOR VEHICLE ENGINEERS

Your local Collision Repair Centre - Est 1982
Free Courtesy Cars
Free Estimates
Low Bake ovens
Blackhawk

Tel: 01279 816296  E: info@essexautospray.co.uk
www.essexautospray.co.uk

M11 Business Link, Parsonage Lane, Stansted CM24 8TY

Live Music Nights
Bingo - Tuesdays @ 8pm
BT Sport
Golf Society
Darts, Snooker & Pool
Superb Juke Box
Great Selection of Drinks
Fantastic Prices

Membership just £20 per year
(plus initial £5 administration payment)

Tel 01279 812992

Pop in for a form or visit
www.smsc.uk.com

Come and relax in our friendly atmosphere!

A warm welcome awaits you!

Stansted Mountfitchet Social Club
Your Friendly Community Hub!

See www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising
or call Marion & Mike on 814059

Email: adverts@stanstedlink.org.uk
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THE HUNDRED
PARISHES SOCIETY
www.hundredparishes.org.uk

Many of us wait anxiously for the outcome of the recent
public inquiry into a possible increase in the passenger cap
at Stansted Airport, yet the local community’s love-hate
relationship with Stansted Airport is only the latest in a
series of significant aviation events that have occurred
within the Hundred Parishes.

In a field at Standon Green End in the parish of Thundridge,
a monument marks the spot where Italian balloonist
Vincenzo Lunardi landed in 1784 after completing the first
manned flight in England. He took off from London beneath
a balloon filled with hydrogen.  In 1913, Bentfield Hucks was
the first Englishman to loop-the-loop in his Bleriot aero-
plane. He was born in 1884 in Bentfield Cottage, Stansted
and thus acquired his unusual forename.

Duxford airfield, now the site of Imperial War Museum,
Duxford, first became operational in World War I. Some of
its buildings, constructed by German prisoners-of-war, still
stand. In 1938, Duxford was the first airfield to take delivery

of Spitfire fighter planes.
Frank Whittle flew regu-
larly from here while he
was developing ideas that
eventually led to the inven-
tion of the turbojet engine
just before the end of
WWII. Altogether, twelve
military airfields operated

within the Hundred Parishes during WWII. Andrewsfield,
straddling the parish boundary between The Salings and
Stebbing, was the first American-built base in Europe,
becoming operational in 1943. Stansted was another
American-built airfield. Thousands of Americans were based
in this area; many never saw home again.

Many of us have enjoyed the relative peace that the Covid-
19 pandemic has brought to our skies, in particular dis-
covering the joy of walking in the countryside. It is sad that
it has taken so many deaths to remind us of the quality of
life that exists right here, without the need to fly.

Ken McDonald
Secretary

Tel: 813226
Email: hundredparishes@btinternet.com

www.southmillarts.co.uk

We are thrilled to have opened our doors once again to our
wonderful customers and children’s classes. The Malting’s
Bar is now open Mondays to Saturdays 10.00am-7.00pm for
customers to enjoy takeaway drinks and treats, as well as
outdoor table service. From Monday 17th May, we will be
ready to re-open the building for the public to enjoy the
Malting’s Bar indoors, the Museum, our cinema, listen to

live music in the garden and for the remainder of our adult
classes to return. Please check our website and social media
pages for the latest information. We are planning an amaz-
ing programme of shows, films and holiday crafts for the
May and June Half Term, including a socially-distanced per-
formance of Morgan & West: Fantastic Family Magic Spec-
tacular! on Thursday 3rd June. We cannot wait to see all our
customers; we have missed you, and are excited for the fun
to begin.

For further details on our social distancing and Covid-19
policies, please see our website. As with everything this
year, all dates and shows are subject to change and we will
be following the latest Government guidelines and advice at
the time.

Megan Langer
Tel: 710200

ST CLARE HOSPICE
www.stclarehospice.org.uk

Spring Walkies Sunday 23rd May
Our Covid-19 postponed 5k pooch parade will be taking
place at the Hospice at last. More than 200 walkers and
their furry friends are expected to support this fundraising
event.  Emma Broadbent, organiser, said: “This year marks
the 15th time the Hospice has hosted the event and for the
first time ever it will be taking place in the Spring. The
advantage of postponing the event is that we will hopefully
be swapping muddy paws and cold weather for sunny spring
conditions. The 2020 walk saw 160 walkers and their dogs
take part, and we are hoping that even more people will
register for 2021. We will be following the current Covid-19
secure measures. Everyone is welcome to join us on this
rural route across the Essex countryside whether you are a
dog owner or not. Remember to wear suitable footwear as
the route is on grass paths. It is such a great event; you
would be barking mad to miss it!”

We are again having
our popular Cutest
Canine competition
and are calling on
local pet-owners to
enter their favourite
photograph of their
pet to win a hamper
of doggy goodies and
the chance to offi-
cially start the event. Entries are due by noon on Friday 16th

April and entrants must have registered for the Walkies
event in order to be eligible for the competition. Voting for
the winner is from Monday 19th to Friday 23rd April on our
Facebook and Instagram pages. Registration: adults £10,
children £5 and a family of four £27.50 which includes free
soup, dog rosette and certificates for children. Walkers can
also sign up on the day. Please note that the route is not
suitable for pushchairs and wheelchairs. This year’s event is
sponsored by Forest Veterinary Centre, Epping.  For more
information, call 773754, email:
emma.broadbent@stclarehospice.org.uk or visit our web-
site.

Rebecca Cussens
Communications Manager



……A fresh start towards positive change
For stopping smoking, sleep problems, anxiety & low
mood, sports performance, fears, phobias and habits,
pain and weight management, exam nerves and IBS

FREE,
07951 776608

Fully Qualified (MSc, BSc, HPD, DSFH) Registered & Insured

Stansted Psychotherapy
Counselling   •  Psychotherapy  •   Coaching

Siân Lloyd  MA  MBA  Dip.NLPt
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist & Clinical Supervisor

Health Insurance Registered Provider
Video & Phone Consultations also available

Phone: 07966 195385
Email: sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

Call 07704 553727 Monday to Friday 9 am - 4 pm

HELPLINE

Need assistance with transport to medical
appointments, shopping or collecting prescriptions etc?

No other transport available?

Helpline serves to harness the goodwill that exists in Stansted
If you would like to help as a Volunteer please give us a call

Stansted's Voluntary Community Care Service

FREE NHS Hearing Aid
Maintenance Service

 2nd Tuesday of each month 10 am - noon
Free Church Hall,by appointment only

 Have your NHS hearing aid cleaned & re-tubed
Receive help and advice

www.hearinghelpessex.org.uk Tel 01245 496347
Registered Charity 1113498 Company Limited by Guarantee Registered no 5664873
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CONGRATULATIONS
Many congratulations to Margaret Silvester who cele-
brated her 90th birthday on 29th March.  As this date
also happened to be when we were allowed to socialise
in our gardens again, Margaret was able to meet with a
number of her church friends who arrived in small
groups throughout the warm, sunny afternoon.

The photograph shows Margaret about to cut the
lovely birthday cake which was organised by Selina
Rankin.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

SOCIAL CLUB
www.smsc.uk.com

So, we are almost there! Assuming that there are no
changes to the current Government guidelines we are
planning to reopen on Monday 17th May. We cannot
wait to meet up again.  We have been working hard
behind the scenes as we had a large amount of water
damage due to a burst pipe. The toilets and some of
the flooring have had to be either redecorated or
replaced.

Entertainment will be starting again on Saturday 26th

June and we have a great line-up for you. We may be
adding more dates depending on availability of your
favourite bands.  The Saturday dates for your diaries so
far:

 26th June   Robbie Williams Tribute
 31st July  The Expletives
 7th August   Bee Gees Tribute
 11th September    Complete Madness
 25th September    Souled Organisation
 6th November   Mick Hucknall Tribute
 20th November     Afterlife
 27th November     Cher Tribute
 18th December     Robbie Williams Tribute

See you on the 17th!

Andrew Sharpe
Tel: 812992

Email: eatmorestilton@gmail.com

www.savestansted.co.uk,

Refused, Bloor Homes Planning at Bentfield Green
By now, many of you will know that Uttlesford District Council
issued a planning refusal notice in March to Bloor Homes for
their proposed development on Pennington Lane at Bentfield
Green. The refusal was very comprehensive, citing various con-
flicts with planning policies including things such as: inappro-
priate design layout and scale in relation to the character of the
setting and surrounding areas, not representing sustainable
development, detrimental impact on the Bentfield Green conser-
vation area, loss of open countryside outside the development
limits and of agricultural land, no health impact assessment,
insufficient information for the Highway Authority to determine
acceptability and harmful urbanisation of the site.  This is a great
outcome by any measure, and I would like to thank everyone for
their hard work in making this happen and to all of you who
wrote to object. There were over 1500 objections which is
unprecedented. Be sure, your efforts were critical to achieving
this.

I would also like to thank our Councillors at all levels who have
given us and the community their unswerving support. There is
no doubt that the concerted effort by all involved has helped to
ensure a refusal by the planning authorities.  Bloor Homes have
issued a notice of Appeal to the Planning Inspectorate. If this
appeal is determined to be ‘valid’ by the Planning Inspectorate,
then Save Stansted Village (SSV) along with the Stansted Parish
Council will apply for ‘Rule 6’ status, whereby we will request to
be an active party in the inquiry, as was the case during the
Taylor Wimpey inquiry in 2013. Rest assured, we will do every-
thing in our power to achieve the same outcome.  The timing of
any Inquiry is yet to be determined, but is likely to be in the third
quarter of 2021.

What can you do to help? Please keep in touch with us through
our website, Facebook (Save Stansted) and look out for any
other communications. To fight this campaign, funds are vital, so
anything you can spare would greatly help. Funds are managed
through the Parish Council, and online transfers can be made di-
rectly to Stansted Parish Council, Sort Code 20-36-98, Account
Number 20147168. Cash or cheques made payable to Stansted
Parish Council can be sent or hand-delivered to SSV Campaign,
c/o Stansted Parish Council Offices, 72 Chapel Hill, Stansted
CM24 8AQ. Tel: 813214.  Thank you once again for all your con-
tinued support, both moral and financial.

James Hogg

UGLEY FARMERS' MARKET
Saturday 15th May

Ugley Village Hall

10.00am-12 noon
We hope to have all our stalls back now,

Government regulations permitting

If you would like to go on our email list to be updated
on the current situation, contact

Susan Bone on ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com
or telephone 01279 814052



Available for Hire
Stunning New Fully Licensed Venue

Fundraisers   Meetings  Celebrations
Special Offer Children’s Parties £60

Licensed for Civil Weddings and Receptions
Floodlit Astro

01279 817111 info@mvcc.manuden.org.uk

See website for events, classes and clubs including
Pilates Yoga Flexible Strength
Circuit Training Bounce Short Mat Bowls

Owlets Playgroup

ST JOHN’S CHURCH HALL
Available for Hire

Central village location with some parking on site

Large hall available on a regular basis
or for one-off parties and other events

 Fully fitted kitchen • Competitive prices

Please contact  the church office on 01279 815243
Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com

    Chapel Hill CM24 8AG

Covid Secure • Comfortable • Fully Carpeted • Free Parking

One-off or regular daytime and evening hire
available for activities permitted under

current Government Coronavirus regulations

Please call Marion Dyer on 01279 814059
Email: lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Stansted Quaker Meeting House

Please contact Jane Mitchell
Tel: 01279 503024

Email: sjane.mitchell@ntlworld.com

For bookings or further information please contact Susan Bone
Tel: 01279 814052  Email:ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com

www.ugleyvillage.org.uk

See our website for details

www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising

or call Marion & Mike on 814059

Email: adverts@stanstedlink.org.uk
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IN MEMORIAM
Martin West

22nd September 1953–14th March 2021

As many of you know, my dad Martin West passed away
peacefully on Sunday 14th March at around 3.00pm. We
have received such an outpouring from everyone who knew
him and were just as fond of him as we were. Thank you
everyone for your kind words and memories of him. It is so
lovely that he is remembered as he was, a very kind and sin-
cere man who got the whole room laughing.

Martin battled with Alzheimer’s Disease for the past ten
years or so, and although it made things hard, he never lost
his warm spirit and care for people. He is remembered by us
not only as a man of laughter and fun, but a gentle and com-
forting presence. When you needed to get something off
your chest he would listen patiently and sit with you com-
panionably in whatever you were going through. We will
always miss him.

Faye West

Martin was a regular visitor to The Place on the Hill at the
Free Church and The Coffee Pot at St John’s Church. His
merry banter and spontaneous singing will be deeply missed
by us all, once we are able to re-open. He spoke fondly of
his career with BT working on the telecommunications
cables running through the numerous tunnels under
London. Past readers of The Link will recall the many articles
he wrote sharing his passion for astronomy and space
travel. Our sincere condolences go to Sylvia and family.

Marion and Mike Dyer

www.stopstanstedexpansion.com
The Stansted Airport Public Inquiry to consider plans for fur-
ther airport expansion ended on Friday 12th March after
eight weeks of evidence hearings and cross-examinations.
The panel of three inspectors will decide whether to ap-
prove the proposals, and a decision is expected in around
three months.   On the first day, Uttlesford District Council
(UDC)’s barrister declared that Manchester Airport’s Group
(MAG)’s proposals were acceptable, subject only to certain

timid conditions. It was an extraordinary start to UDC's
defence of the decision made by its Planning Committee in
January 2020, by a margin of 10 votes to nil, to refuse per-
mission for the expansion proposals. UDC failed to defend
the decision of its own Planning Committee.

This Inquiry might not have been necessary if UDC had sup-
ported SSE's call, three years ago, for the Secretary of State
for Transport to deal with the Stansted Airport Planning
Application nationally.  Instead, UDC insisted on dealing
with the application itself, despite its limited resources and
expertise in this area. UDC submitted evidence to the
Inquiry on just four topics and for each topic it concluded
that MAG's proposals were acceptable.  By contrast, SSE's
team of specialists, supported by external expert consul-
tants and two of the country's top planning barristers, pre-
sented comprehensive evidence to the Inquiry on 11 sepa-
rate topics. The result was that MAG directed most of its
firepower at trying to counter the SSE evidence, rather than
UDC's evidence.  SSE Chairman Peter Sanders commented
"We all realise that this is a David and Goliath battle, but it is
important to remember that it was David who won that
battle, and he did so by giving it his best shot. That is exactly
what SSE has done on this occasion.  We must now wait to
see whether the powerful evidence that we have submitted
will be enough to win the day."

Campaign Office
Tel: 870558

Email: info@stopstanstedexpansion.com

STANSTED EVENING WI
We had some visitors for our Zoom meeting in March: 17
members from the WI in Cornwall, whom we had joined in
February, members from Elsenham, and our speaker James
Haddow who lives on the south coast.  James describes him-
self as the taxi-driver poet and for more than 16 years he
was reciting his poems to his passengers. Unfortunately, he
had a seizure so he had to stop driving, but he has carried
on writing and performing his poetry wherever he can. He
has written over 1,400 poems: loving, topical, raunchy and
amusing; he recited examples of them all. He has written
several books, which I imagine is easier than reciting to pas-
sengers.  It was a very entertaining and enjoyable evening.
We have a talk on the life of Agatha Christie booked via
Zoom for May. I wonder what she would think of the fre-
quent appearances of her famous detective Hercule Poirot
on TV.

The future of our WI was up for discussion as both our Presi-
dent and Secretary wish to retire having held the posts for
some time. They have agreed to carry on for one more year,
for which we are very grateful.  It has not been easy during
this last year for the Committee to function and keep mem-
bers informed and together as a group; but they have done
remarkably well and we thank them for it. Our WI was
formed 60 years ago, in October 1960; it would be sad to
have it suspended after all this time.  New members are
welcome and although we are not able to meet in person at
the moment you would be able to enjoy our Zoom meetings
and hopefully we can be in the Day Centre soon on the
second Thursday of each month.

Judy Colliver
Tel: 812470



Outstanding tuition for children in
* MELODY BEAR introductory dance classes

 for pre-school children age rising 2-3 years
* NURSERY BALLET for children age 3-4 years and
* Royal Academy BALLET, plus Introductory

MODERN DANCE for children age 4-7 years
Classes held at MOUNTFITCHET ROMEERA
LEISURE CENTRE, STANSTED on MONDAYS

Classes also at our 6-studio premises in Bishop’s Stortford, &
other local venues

For further details & a free prospectus:
E: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

T: 01279 654423 www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

“An inspired teacher with a gift for communicating her
love of singing and all that it can bring … I could not

recommend her more highly” – parent of a pupil

I offer expert technical training in all styles, in a fun and relaxed
setting, to students of any age or level of experience. Based in

Stansted, I would love to hear from you. Tel: 07833 363337
felicityamhamilton@gmail.com     www.felicityhamilton.co.uk

Felicity Hamilton BMus (Hons) LRAM
Singing Teacher

Friendly, rural preschool in the grounds of
Birchanger Primary School with experienced staff

Weekly Forest School session available
Limited Spaces available for both 15 and 30 hours

Children welcome from age 2 to rising 5
Visitors welcome, please call 01279 810800

www.birchangerbutterflies.org.uk
Previously known as Birchanger Nursery

The Peter Kirk Centre
St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP

www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk

We welcome Children aged 2½ to rising 5s
Experienced Friendly Staff

(OFSTED)

Please call
01279 814242 or 07966 506997

Katy Dockerill
Tel 01279 812997

TUITION

HOWE GREEN
HOUSE SCHOOL

Independent
Co-ed Prep

School
for 4 to 11 years

&
Little Oaks

Nursery School
 for 2 to 4 years

www.howegreen
houseschool.co.uk

Tel: 01279 657706

MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS AND BLINDS
Good Value & Luxury Brands of Fabrics

Email: neil@neilsmithinteriors.com
www.neilsmithinteriors.com

Bespoke Furnishings
Service

Please call Neil on
07714 709059

See www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising
or call Marion & Mike on 814059

Email: adverts@stanstedlink.org.uk
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BRAIN TRAINING
You cannot beat a good stare. Do a few squats and notice
how low you can go, how straight your feet are and how up-
right you can keep your back. Now stare straight ahead at a
target and do not let your gaze waver. Do some more
squats. Now try the diagonals: find targets up left/right,
down left/right. With the gaze fixed in one of those posi-
tions at a time, do a few more squats, making sure both
eyes can see the target. Apart from anything else, I bet you
were less bored than doing 30 squats in the normal way. For
a bonus 10 squats, try fixing your eyes directly left, then
directly right.  Most people's movement improves with a
good stare, particularly in the best eye position for them.
The reasons why are extremely complicated; applied neuro-
logy is. However, fixing the eyes is very activating for huge
amounts of the brain, both old and new brains. Movement
is brain derived. Better brain, better movement, better
thought: to keep the eyes fixed on a point requires concen-
tration. It is much easier to let the eyes have a little wander
about. Disciplined eyes underpin many sports and martial
arts, as the picture is demonstrating.

The compass point fixations activate lots of things, but par-
ticularly the part of the balance organs or vestibular system
which helps regulate blood pressure and heart rate: blood
pressure should rise when we stand up to prevent dizziness,
and the heart rate should respond rapidly and adequately to
changes in activity level. If you are prone to dizziness when
standing or your heart ceases to pound only slowly, this is a
good drill to work on.

Clare Harding
Z-Health Master Practitioner

Tel: 07802 872919

RANDOM JOTTINGS
Appropriate Names
After a year of lockdowns I do not think that I am alone in
finding it quite difficult to keep track of the days and weeks.
I really thought I had lost the plot when, back in March I
read an article in a national newspaper headed Boot will
step into Foot’s shoes at Retailer (surely it should have been
the other way round?). The opening sentence, Terry Boot
will step into the position of finance chief at Shoe Zone after
his predecessor Peter Foot walked away from the role had
me checking the date, convinced it was an April Fool’s joke!
Confirmation that we were still in March meant that the
names must be genuine and a pure coincidence that both
men have surnames that fitted (forgive the pun) the
company’s merchandise so aptly.

A few other people come to mind, whose names suit their
professions like the renowned romantic poet, William
Wordsworth and the youngest member of the England 1966
world cup winning football team, Alan Ball.  In the world of
horticulture, Adrian Bloom is a well-known nurseryman
turned author, photographer and lecturer; Bob Flowerdew,
TV and radio presenter is an organic gardener and Pippa
Greenwood, a plant pathologist, is a regular panellist on
Gardeners’ Question Time. Lastly, my favourite spotted a
few years ago in a church graveyard is this inscription from
an old weatherworn headstone, In Memory of Gabriel Song,
Choirmaster and Organist.  What a wonderfully appropriate
name!

Loki

The last year has been a challenging time for all of us, but
through it all Helpline has managed to Keep Calm and Carry
On and continued to provide help for Stansted residents.
Thanks to the dedication and hard work of those of our
volunteers still able to continue under the restrictions, we
fulfilled most of the requests received in the past 12
months. Now there is light at the end of a very dark, long
tunnel we hope that more of our volunteers will be able to
return to Helpline, meaning we can fulfil more requests for
assistance. If you are in need of help with transport to medi-
cal appointments, shopping or collection of prescriptions
and no other transport is available please give us a call on
07704 553727.  Our phone line is open 9.00am-4.00pm
Monday to Friday (excluding bank holidays).

Yvonne Ayres
Helpline Organiser

ST MARY’S CHURCH

The Churches Conservation Trust have instructed me that
the Covid risks from the books in church are minimal, there-
fore I have now restarted the visitor book and welcome you
to sign in if you do visit the church. Footfall in church and
the counting of signatures is so very important to us.

As of Monday 12th April, we have resumed Champing for our
fourth season. To start with it will be for single households
only but as restrictions allow, we will invite multiple house-
holds to stay and experience this very special building.
There are many Champing churches throughout the country
with partner churches also included in the list. Check out
the Champing website for lists of locations and costs. Also,
please don’t forget our lovely theatre group coming to us on
Saturday 21st August at 1.00pm to perform The Secret
Garden. I believe there will be animatronic puppets too;
what a treat for us all!  Looking forward to welcoming you
all back to St Mary’s.

Lynda Dale
Tel: 07716 099474
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      STANSTED FREE CHURCH
     Methodist / URC

         Chapel Hill
www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Minister   Rev’d Roy Fowler
Tel: 814809

 Email: minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer
Tel: 814059
Email: lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Worship in the church
It was wonderful to be back in
the church for our Good Friday
service of dramatised readings
and recorded music. Our joyful
Easter Sunday service was led by
Rev’d Stuart and Brenda Veitch,
pictured here with the beautiful
display created by Brenda.

Services will continue at
10.30am each Sunday, in the
church and on Zoom. For details please contact me. The
church hall is available for regular and one-off bookings of
permitted activities which fall within the Government’s
guidelines.  Please contact me for further  information.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

All enquiries The Church Office, St John's Hall,
Including Church St John's Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
Hall bookings Tel: 815243 (with answerphone)

Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
  Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btck.co.uk

Rector Rev'd Dr Colin Fairweather
  Tel: 816721
  Email: revdrcolinfairweather@gmail.com

Assistant   Rev'd Helen Flack Tel: 01371 876145
Curate  Email: revhelenstn@gmail.com

Pastoral  Kathryn West, Tel: 816293
Assistant Email: kewest@btinternet.com

Director of Anne Brooks
Music  Email: annebrooks22@yahoo,co.uk

Sunday Services
Our 9.30am Holy Communion service has now resumed in
the church and is also available on Zoom.

Kathy West

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

My husband loves reading from joke books or articles about fascinating facts; do you know anyone who does that? If
you live with someone like this, I am sure you may be a little relieved by some easing of the restrictions to get out
and avoid such hobbies! However, in many ways this desire to get lost in the humour or surprise is something really
positive at times like this. Inspired by my husband I thought I would have a look at some fascinating facts about the
month of May to make these next few weeks feel a bit more exciting, and I found this month is quite a-MAY-zing.

 1.    May used to be called the month of three milkings because you could milk your cows three times a day.
 2.    May is a pretty good month for US Presidents. Every other month of the year, at least one US
        President has died, but never in May!
 3.    May is pretty exclusive when it comes to days of the week. No other month in one single year
        starts or finishes on the same weekday as May. Basically, if 1st May is Friday, and 31st May is
        Sunday, no other months in the year will start or end on Friday or Sunday!

We as Christians have just celebrated Easter but we do not just have to hang around now for Harvest or Christmas;
there are lots of other amazing things we can learn and discover to keep us going daily.  So, in these unusual times
keep searching; look for the joy, dig a little deeper and be encouarged by the words of Jesus in Matthew 7:7 "Ask and
it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you."

                                                                                                                             Captain Megan Kervin
                                                                                                                             Salvation Army
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ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB
Many congratulations to the winners of the March draw:

 £100    No 146 Yvonne Ayres

   £50    No   12 Judy Lloyd

   £25    No 219 Ray Smith

The draw for May will be held on 30th May either in St John's
Church or from my home, in the presence of the online con-
gregation, following the 9.30am service. Numbers at £2
each month are still available for anyone who may wish to
join the Club and be in with a chance of winning one of the
38 prizes totalling £2,500 given away each year. The Club
raises vital money to help cover the heavy maintenance
costs and work of St John's Church.

Jean Newson
Tel: 819062

From St John’s Registers

March

Funeral
22nd  Ruby Margaret Lawrence,, age 97 -

  at St John's followed by burial at
  Stansted Cemetery

Contact Howard and Ros Page
  Tel: 810813
  Email: stanstedfamily@gmail.com

Our Christian beliefs are conventional, we are just doing
church differently.

We continue to meet on Tuesday evenings and Sundays,
offering a combination of modern worship music, Bible-
based talks/discussion and prayer, using either in-person or
online meetings (or a combination of both), in accordance
with Government guidance at the time.  As restrictions are
subject to both local and national changes, at relatively
short notice, please email or ring us for the latest updates
on what is running and how best to access it.

If you would like more information about how to find
recommended other online church services which you can
access anytime, or the Alpha Course online, please just con-
tact us. We are also happy to receive prayer-requests at any
time.  If you are looking for Christians with a contemporary
outlook, a desire to grow in our faith, and a vision to benefit
our community, why not get in touch?

Ros and Howard Page

THE RELIGIOUS
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS)

Quaker Meeting House, 71 Chapel Hill
Stansted CM24 8AE

www.stansted.quakermeeting.org

Clerk Jane Mitchell   Tel: 503024
  Email: sjane.mitchell@ntlworld.com

Lettings  Yvonne Estop   Tel: 07595 087207
  Email: yvonne-wood@outlook.com

Although the Quaker Meeting House is still closed, Stansted
Quakers are continuing to hold a Meeting for Worship each
Sunday, by each being silent at the same time in our own
homes. We have a strong sense of all worshipping together
by doing this. Afterwards, we have our coffee or tea and a
biscuit and email any ministry, thoughts or news to each
other.

Jane Mitchell

ROMAN CATHOLIC
  St Therese of Lisieux

High Lane, Stansted CM24 8LQ
 www.sttheresastansted.org

Priest Father Lee Bennett
  Tel: 814349
  Email: frleebennett@dioceseofbrentwood.org

Parish  Rev’d  Deacon Des Connors
Deacon  Tel: 07748 464101
                 Email: desconnors@dioceseofbrentwood.org

Masses
Saturday 5.00pm  Confessions 6.00pm  Mass
Sunday  8.30am and 10.00am Mass
  9.15am  Confessions
  Noon *Latin Mass (Extraordinary Form)
  (*First Sunday of every month)
Monday  9.00am  Confessions 9.30am  Mass
Tuesday  7.15am  Confessions
  8.00pm Latin Mass (Extraordinary
  Form)
Wednesday Noon Confessions 12.30pm Mass
Thursday/Friday 9.00am  Confessions 9.30am  Mass

Baptism  By appointment

Livestream Mass
We livestream all of our Masses via our YouTube channel,
the link can be found on our website.

Website and Facebook Page
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/StTheresaStansted
and website are updated on a regular basis, along with our
weekly newsletter, so please remember to take a look every
now and then.

Clair Rava



A firm of Christian lawyers providing legal services in a
professional, ethical, personal, caring & sensitive manner

Offices located in North Street, Bishop’s Stortford
(behind Pizza Express) Parking Available

Tel: 01279 758760 Email: alever@leverandco.com

www.leverandco.com

Angela Lever welcomes your enquiries

 Wills & Probate
 Care Fees
 Property

 Trusts & Tax
 Powers of Attorney
 Notarial Services

Station Road, Bishop’s Stortford CM23 3BJ
Tel 01279 654555 www.jdayandson.co.uk

We have a wide range of stylish and elegant
memorials and headstones to choose from;
alternatively we can design and craft bespoke
options if you have seen one you like elsewhere
For a brochure and prices or home visit call 0800 783 7521

Are you thinking about making your will?

Call 01279 505234 Email: hertsandessexwills@gmail.com
www.hertsandessexwills.co.uk

Member of the Institute of Professional Willwriters

Food Hours:

See our website for details

www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising

or call Marion & Mike on 814059

Email: adverts@stanstedlink.org.uk
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www.eastonlodge.co.uk

This time last year, the gardens were closed to volunteers
until further notice, but this year we are catching up on lost
work over the winter and looking forward to the completion
of the restoration of the balustrade in time for our Open
Day on Sunday 23rd May. In April the daffodils were a
glorious sight in the glade, but also where they have sprung
up uninvited in lots of other corners of the gardens. When
they have finished flowering, some will have to be moved to
better places and to make way for a new path in the lime
wood; but we are confident that dividing them when we
move them will make them stronger still for next year. At
our May Open Day it will be the Italian garden that will be
the star of the show, with the restored balustrade finally
providing a proper surround to the first waterlilies of the
season. The lupins will be in full bloom in the outer borders
and the helianthemums will be ablaze along the inner bor-
ders.

We will also be celebrating the Countess and her animals.
We often mention her monkeys to visitors, explaining how
one caused the major fire at Easton Lodge in 1918; but what
do you know about Kim, the Countess’ baby elephant? You
will have to join us to find out more and for our younger
visitors we will have a story teller to weave the tale.   We
will have our usual tasty fayre. For more information about
the Open Day and how to buy your tickets in advance go to
our website or Facebook page.

Jill Goldsmith
Tel: 07947 183439

THE STANSTED IN BLOOM GROUP

The ‘bloom year’ has started, with wonderful displays of
snowdrops and daffodils; the stunning blossoms have
started to break out, as have the bluebells, transforming
our local woods. Lots of you will have captured pictures of
Stansted in Bloom and we hope you will be prepared to
share your pictures with us.

For the Anglia in Bloom competition this year we need to
submit 5 photographs and up to 50 words for each category
we enter, so we would like to build up a photo gallery from

which we can select the shots to support our entry. To
encourage you to share your best pictures with us we are
holding a Stansted in Bloom photographic competition
which is being supported by Paris Legore Flowers and Gifts
in Lower Street. We will be awarding prizes for three age
groups: below 11, 11 to 16 and over 16. Entries are limited
to three pictures per person. You will need to send them
digitally as a jpeg attachment to the email address at the
end of this article. Please put ‘photo comp’ and your age
group as the subject and provide full contact details. The
closing date for entries is Friday 28th May. Your pictures may
be posted on social media and used by us and Stansted
Parish Council publicity material, so you are giving up your
copyright.

The Stansted in Bloom Garden Competition
Planning for the traditional Stansted in Bloom is well under-
way. We will award prizes in the following categories:

Overall garden
Front Garden
Hanging Baskets/containers
Fruit and Vegetable Plots (Garden or Allotment)
Communal Areas (Care homes and Schools)
Commercial properties (Pubs, Clubs, Shops etc)

It would be great to have new people to add to our regular
entrants.  The lockdowns have given some people more
time and incentive to garden; there are many really attrac-
tive gardens which greatly enhance the street scenes in the
village. We would like to show our appreciation of your
efforts so please consider an entry. Entries close on
Wednesday 30th June and will be judged on Sunday 11th July.
You can download entry forms from our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/stanstedinbloom or the Parish Council
website www.stansted.net or you can get a hard copy from
the Parish Council office at Crafton Green.

Trevor Lloyd
Email: Stanstedinbloom@gmail.com

www.stanstedwindmill.co.uk

With the better news coming from the Government, and
assuming that continues, I am becoming increasingly confi-
dent that we will be allowed to hold our fête on Bank
Holiday Monday 30th August. We have therefore made pro-
visional booking for some of the children’s attractions,
including a train and the ever-popular bouncy castle. Most
of you will know that we always have stalls for small busi-
nesses and we like to encourage our local charities to book a
stall. Do get in touch with me on the number below if you
are interested in booking a stall.

Molly Clark
Co-trustee

Tel: 816768

     STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
     WINDMILL



01799 543066
07828 425944

GO-JO Quality Cleaning

28 Years’ Experience

Dog Walking & Domestic Pet Care

Prices, Services & References available online at

www.debsdogs.co.uk
Sleep Overs

Home Visits / Vet Visits

Call me for a chat

Deborah Hibbert

M: 07842 125503  H: 01279 647309

~ I CAN SOLVE YOUR PET CARE PROBLEMS ~

Everyday Care from Someone Local You Can Trust!

See our website for details

www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising

or call Marion & Mike on 814059

Email: adverts@stanstedlink.org.uk

Zest Window Cleaning Services

For a FREE quote please call Corne on 07967 600596 or
Email:corne@zestwindowcleaningservices.com

www.zestwindowcleaningservices.com

ne off or regular cleaning Reliable & Affordable
Commercial & Residential Free quotes

18 years’s experience

Reach and Wash system or traditional cleaning method

JOHN               WILSON

Mobile:  07900 931 910  Workshop: 01279 647 878

Manufacturing & Remodelling
 Jewellery for all Occasions

Old Gold Bought
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RSPB STORT VALLEY
LOCAL GROUP

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/stortvalley

Our open spaces have been invaluable to us and more of us
have been walking the lanes and footpaths around our local
fields this last year, maybe for the first time.  I hope you are
enjoying all the wildlife around you along the way. Did you
know we are lucky enough to have skylarks and
yellowhammers on some of those fields?  Lucky because
numbers of these ground nesting birds have seen a big
decline since the 1990s and are still in decline. Have you
seen them?  For skylarks look up high and listen for their
melodic song.

What you can do to
help Adults, children
and dogs can cause
stress to breeding
birds if they walk or
run freely through
nesting areas. A nest
often will not be
visible until you are
walking on it.  Even if no physical harm is done to the
birds, being disturbed may cause the parent to desert a
nest and it can also cause birds to scatter, making them vul-
nerable to predators, like birds of prey.  Repeated distur-
bances can also stress birds out, use up valuable energy and
leave them weaker and more vulnerable to other threats.  A
field may have cereal crops in it or silage (grass crop). Some
fields may have been left fallow (unused) and you may think
there are only weeds or wildflowers growing so it does not
matter if you take a short cut across.  Please think about
these precious birds who may have made their nests in our
neighbourhood and walk on designated footpaths. The
breeding season can be April to August so we need to be
mindful all summer long and help these birds as much as we
can.  Thank you.

Sheila Bowles
Tel: 814973

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET U3A
www.u3asites.org.uk/stansted/home

Many groups have been able to continue during lockdown,
mainly using the Zoom app.   Keep an eye out for details of
some planned Zoom coffee mornings! Tony Wellings has
kept us alert with his emails giving details of some lovely
local walks and photos of the wild flowers and wildlife that
we should look out for on the way. Some recommended
books to read with a pastoral theme are English Pastoral by
James Rebanks, A year Living Simply by Kate Humble and
Arthur’s Garden by Pam Rhodes. The Book Group have con-
tinued with their passion for reading but we are all looking
forward to regaining some sort of normality with a general
meeting on 24th June, taking advantage of the Government’s
hoped-for end to lockdown. This will be a social meeting
with tea and cakes and an opportunity for us all to have a
catch-up chat and generally get used to meeting together

again. The speaker at our first normal monthly meeting on
15th July will be Alan Haines who will talk on The Baby
Boomer Nostalgia Show.

We are proposing to have an Open Day on Thursday 1st July
and hope you will come along and see what we are about.
Maybe there will be something to interest you, and if you
are not a member, we would love to have you join up and
find a group to belong to.  More details will be in the June
Link and there will be posters on the noticeboards around
the village.  This year our annual membership is just £12,
and our Membership Secretary, Lynda Webb tel: 813102
will be happy to take your details and join you up.

Eileen Quinn

ST MARY’S C of E FOUNDATION
 PRIMARY SCHOOL
www.stmarysstansted.co.uk

We were thrilled to have been chosen to take part in The
Tree Council Orchards for School, and we have been given
three hedgerows and a mini orchard (plum, cherry, apple
and pear); these will be planted in our sensory garden. We
also received funding from Uttlesford District Council and
the Parish Council for our developing allotment area. This
has meant we can encourage and demonstrate growing
your own food, healthy eating and enjoying the great out-
doors to the children. We anticipate lots of tasty fruit and
vegetables coming our way soon.

Covid has shown us that appreciation of outdoor spaces is
very important for mental health and we are pleased as a
school to be able to promote this so positively to our pupils.
In addition, we are proud to be supporting World Autism
Awareness Day on our return to school, and funds raised
from this will help support our new sensory room project.
Our ever-supportive PTFA are currently organising a spring
trail event Spring on your doorstep challenge which will take
place over the bank holiday weekend of 29th May. Further
information will be available on our website.

Matthew Curzon
Headteacher

Tel: 812212
Email: office@st-marys-stansted.essex.sch.uk

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
DAY AND COMMUNITY CENTRE

It is with great regret that I have to tell you that Uttlesford
District Council has made the decision to no longer support
the lunch service at its four Day Centres. As a consequence,
Angela, our manager, and cooks Jo and Diana have sadly
been made redundant. It is uncertain what will happen in
the future, but the District Council has ring-fenced money,
which can be used to provide services at the Day Centre for
Stansted residents. It is hoped that this will include hot
meals, which will appeal to our customers. Hiring of the Day
Centre building will now be managed by the Parish Council.
The building remains closed at present.

Catherine Dean



CALL FOR SITES
The Parish Council is looking to deliver up to 8
almshouses to remain affordable in perpetuity and are
keen to hear from landowners willing to donate land
on a legacy or philanthropic basis to this project.

Almshouses on Church Road were sold in 2013 after
they had become unsuitable as homes for the elderly
and proved too expensive to modernise.

 The sale netted three quarters of a million pounds
which has been set aside to fund the project, while a
recent partnership with Legacy East Almshouse
Partnership (LEAP) has added momentum to the
Council’s plans.

LEAP runs more than 14 almshouses - most of which
are in Essex - and the local charity will manage those
built in Stansted under the Council’s scheme.

Almshouses have a long history in the village, with the
ones in Stansted dating back to the 1830s when one of
the Fullers, a family of wealthy London bankers,
married a local landowner.

LEAP and the Council wish to honour the Fullers’
original wishes of providing homes for older people
who have been unable to buy their own home during
their working lifetimes.

It is hoped the homes can be built as a series of
bungalows around a courtyard with benches to help
residents socialise. The ideal size for a plot of land
would be at least one-third of an acre.

Landowners who wish to benefit land should contact
Cllr Maureen Caton at maureencaton@stansted.net or
call the Council on 01279 813214.

RECYCLING INITIATIVE

With the government targeting net-zero carbon
emissions for the country by 2050, there is a greater
need for everyone to play their part in fighting global
warming by recycling their domestic waste.

In addition to the recycling services provided by
Uttlesford District Council (UDC) that deal with house-
hold waste, Stansted Mountfitchet Parish Council is
publicising a scheme by Terracycle, an organisation
specialising in programmes that target small common-
place items that prove difficult to recycle with other
council schemes.

Terracycle has established several local drop-off points
to make it easier for residents to recycle more and re-
duce community waste. Once collected, Terracycle
manages the recycling process.

You can learn exactly how the Terracycle operates at
www.terracycle.com.

Below is a round-up of the 8 micro-recycling sites that
will help you get to grips with everything from un-
wanted bread wrappers, contact lens casings to spent
writing pens, air-fresheners and empty tubes of tooth-
paste. Numbers reference the map at the top of
page 21.

Stansted Network
ALMSHOUSES

Terracycle makes it easier for residents to recycle
items such as cosmetics, toothpaste and food
wrapping - image Katie Nesling, Dreamstime

Cllr Maureen Caton with Diana Hoy, a trustee and director of
LEAP, outside almshouses sold in 2013



1 WRITING INSTRUMENTS RECYCLING
The programme accepts all writing instruments
(except for wooden pencils and chalk). What’s not ac-
cepted: glue sticks, rubbers, rulers . Drop off: Newport
Primary School – Frambury Lane, CB11 3PU,  Mon-Fri
8.30am-3.30pm

2 RING CARRIER RECYCLING
The programme accepts all flexible plastic ring carriers
used to hold cans. Drop off: Bishop's Stortford Meth-
odist Church, 34B South St. Bishop’s Stortford, CM23
3AZ, Mon-Fri 10am-1.30pm, Sat-Sun 10am-12.30.
Contact manager.bsmc@gmail.com

3 BISCUITS & SNACKS RECYCLING
This scheme accepts all brands of cake wrappers,
cracker wrappers, and non-savoury biscuit wrappers.
Remove all food residue before recycling. Drop off:
Birchanger C of E Primary School, 33 Birchwood,
Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 5QL, Mon-Fri 8am-4pm. Con-
tact: 01279 812362

PERSONAL CARE & BEAUTY RECYCLING
Targeting personal care and beauty packaging, it
accepts flexible single-use mask packaging and the
blue plastic film put on top of tissue masks, among
other cosmetic products. What’s not accepted: Plastic
bottles . Alternative drop-off Lupin Cottage, Brewers
End, Takely, CM22 6SB. Monday-Friday 9am-6pm, Sat
10am-5pm. Contact:bethcaiger@btinternet.com

SNACK PACKET & CONFECTIONERY RECYCLING
A programme that focuses on empty packets for nuts,
popcorn or crisps, as well as plastic sweet packaging.
What’s not accepted: Breakfast, granola and energy
bar wrappers.

COLGATE® ORAL CARE RECYCLING
The scheme recycles oral care packaging: toothpaste
tubes and caps, plastic toothbrushes, floss containers
and toothpaste cartons.

4 BREAD BAG RECYCLING
Any brand of bread loaf bags accepted. Lupin Cottage,
Brewers End, Takely, CM22 6SB. Mon-Fri 9am-6pm,
Sat 10am-5pm. Contact: bethcaiger@btinternet.com

5 ACUVUE® CONTACT LENS RECYCLE
All brands of soft contact lenses, lens blister packaging
(incl and foil). Drop off: Ashwell & Barrie Opticians,
34-36 North Street, Bishop's Stortford, CM23 2LW,
Tues-Fri 9am-5.30pm, Sat 9am-4pm. Boots Opticians,
22 South Street, Bishop's Stortford, CM23 3AT

6 MAYBELLINE MAKEUP RECYCLING
Accepts  eye/face make-up packaging.
Drop off: Tesco Bishop’s Stortford, Bishops Park
Centre, Lancaster Way, Bishop’s Stortford CM23 4DD

7 AIR, HOME AND LAUNDRY CARE RECYCLING
Plastic air fresheners (and cartridge caps) accepted.
as well as cleaning wipes and laundry washing cap-
sules. What’s not accepted: Clear plastic bottles. Drop
off: 57 Vernons Close, Henham, CM22 6AF, Monday-
Sunday 24hrs. Contact: bethanyhall5@yahoo.com

8 KIDS FOOD POUCH RECYCLING
Recycle all brands of baby food pouches, kids yogurt
pouches and caps. Drop off: Tesco Saffron Walden -
collection point at customer service area.
Tesco Saffron Walden, Radwinter Road, Saffron
Walden, Essex CB10 2JP. Mon-Sat, 24hrs;
Sun, 11am-5pm



ELECTIONS 2021
You can participate in three elections this month with
chances to vote at parish and at county level, as well
as the opportunity to select the next Police Fire and
Crime Commissioner. Voting day for all three elections
is Thursday May 6, with a deadline for postal voting of
5pm that day.

POLLING STATIONS
You can only vote at the polling station stated on your
poll card, which by now should have been delivered to
all registered voters. Polling stations will open from
7am-10pm on polling day. Voters are urged to follow
measures taken in accordance of local and national
guidance to keep the public safe as we exit Lockdown
restrictions. More information for voters can be found
at uttlesford.gov.uk/elections.

UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

Cllr Geoffrey Sell writes:
UTT/20/212 Land west of Pennington Lane
I should like to thank the hundreds of residents who
objected to this planning application. I am convinced
that it made a difference.

Bloor Homes application was for up to 168 properties.
There was a real danger that time would run out and
the application be non-determined as was the case
with Fairfields at Elsenham.

Thanks to the intervention of Cllrs Melvin Caton and
Janice Loughlin, members of the planning committee
officers issued a refusal notice. The application did not
go before the planning committee. Compared to 2013
when the officer recommended approval  in an
adjacent location, this represented a big improvement.

A battle has been won but not necessarily the war.
Bloor Homes will undoubtedly go to appeal.  As
happened eight years ago the Parish Council will join
forces with Save Stansted Village to ensure the appeal
is dismissed.

Some of the reasons for refusal were:

 The design, layout, scale and appearance of the
development is inappropriate in terms of the
character of the site and surrounding area. The
development would erode a distinctive open
rural landscape area of significant importance to
the character of this area of Stansted Mount-
fitchet, as well as the nearby conservation area
and other heritage assets.

 The proposed development does not represent
sustainable development as it cannot show that
the economic, social and environmental aspects
of the development are satisfied in a positive

and beneficial way. The development scheme as
submitted will involve a detrimental impact on
the Bentfield Green conservation area and other
local heritage assets and the loss of open
countryside outside the development limits

 The loss of agricultural land and the impact on
nearby heritage assets and the conservation
area would outweigh the benefits of the
development, especially with the limited level
of mitigation being proposed.

STANSTED AIRPORT PUBLIC INQUIRY
The public inquiry into the appeal against the District
Council’s refusal against further expansion at the air-
port has concluded. We now await the verdict of the
Inspectors. A decision is expected in around three
months. The planning committee of which I was a
member made the decision in January 2020 to refuse
permission for the airport to expand to 43 million pas-
sengers per annum (MPPA).

Some councillors including myself were unhappy with
the way UDC conducted the appeal. We made a
number of representations to the leadership of the
Council but to no avail.  As Stop Stansted Expansion
(SSE) puts it:

“There was no attempt whatsoever by UDC to mount a
robust defence of the decision of its own Planning

case, it will seek an award of costs against UDC but not
against SSE. Costs at a Public Inquiry can only be
awarded in the event of "unreasonable behaviour" and
MAG claims that UDC behaved unreasonably in
defending the appeal.”

If Stansted Airport is successful in winning the appeal
the consequence for the Council and the residents will
be severe. Not only in environmental terms but also
financial. An award of legal costs against the Council
would be substantial.

COVID-19
Finally, I am sure that we all feel enormous gratitude
to our marvellous NHS, and everyone else involved, for
the roll-out of the Vaccine, which will help to protect
us. Thank You All so much.

STANSTED PARISH COUNCIL
STAFF
Clerk Ruth Clifford
Trainee Deputy Clerk Emma Philbrick
Committee Support Asst Laila Azure-Marxen
Communications Asst Dan Schlanker
Email: parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214
Mon-Fri 9.00am-4.00pm, Wed 9.00am-1.00pm
Website:  www.stansted.net



PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Up and coming meetings are listed below:

May 5   - Finance & General Purposes
May 12 - Annual Council
May 19 - Full Council

Agendas are published at www.stansted.net. Click on
the Meetings tab and then on Agendas.

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Alan BARNES
tel: 817214 email: afbarnes13@yahoo.co.uk
Daniel BRETT
tel:   817974 email: danielbrettdotcom@gmail.com
Maureen CATON - Chairman
tel:  813914 email: maureencaton@stansted.net
Jamie HOGG
tel: 01279 647206 email: hoggjamesd@gmail.com
John HUDSON
tel:  814489 email: johnedhudson@gmail.com
Matthew JESSUP
tel:   816591 email: matthew@in2it.biz
Joanna KAVANAGH
tel:   815157 email: jokavanagh.248@gmail.com
Ayub KHAN
tel:   815800 email: cllrkhan@uttlesford.gov.uk
John O’Brien
tel:   816772 email: johnedobrien@gmail.com
Frances RICHARDS - vice chairman
tel:   812748 email:  frannie.richards@gmail.com
Geoffrey SELL
tel: 815925 email:  sellgeoffrey@yahoo.co.uk
Daphne WALLACE-JARVIS
tel:   812259 email:  dwjjwj.444@gmail.com

UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Melvin CATON
tel:  813914 email: cllrcaton@uttlesford.gov.uk
Alan DEAN
tel:  813579 email: cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk
Ayub KHAN
tel:   815800 email: cllrkhan@uttlesford.gov.uk
Geoffrey SELL
tel:   815925 email: sellgeoffrey@yahoo.co.uk

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Ray GOODING
tel:  813103 email: cllr.ray.gooding@essex.gov.uk

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Kemi Badenoch MP,
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
tel: 0207 219 1943 (House of Commons)
email: kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk

POLICE
PCSO Nikki Morris
tel: 101(non-emergency)
email: nikki.morris@essex.police.uk
The Community Policing Team has its own email address
which is monitored daily:
braintreeanduttlesfordcpt@essex.pnn.police.uk

LIBRARIES
The library at Mountfitchet Exchange opens:

Tuesday 9am - 1.pm
Wednesday 2pm - 5.30pm
Thursday 2pm - 7pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm

GARDEN WASTE

For residents who do not have access to the Recycling
Centre for Household Waste at Saffron Walden, a skip
will be made available to dispose of garden waste in
the Lower Street Car Park on alternate Sundays 12.30-
4.30pm. Dates in May are listed below:

 May 2
 May 16
 May 30

Alternatively, residents can sign up with Uttlesford
District Council’s garden waste bin collection service.
The cost is £46 for 2021-22. There’s a £22.50 one-off
fee for a garden waste bin for new entrants to the
scheme. See uttlesford.gov.uk/gardenwaste

Lower Street Car Park hosts the garden waste recycling skip
alternate Sundays each month

The Parish Council office,
Mountfitchet Exchange



LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS since 1984

 Free Estimates and Advice ~ Small Jobs Welcome

Tel: 01279 652588 or 07702 475585
 Email: nickdewson@outlook.com

ALBURY ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All aspects of Plumbing and Heating

Tel  01279 216331
Mob 07949 839709

Plumbing • Heating • Electrical

Tel/Fax: 01279 814437    Mobile: 07831 233681

Kitchens • Cloakrooms • Bathrooms • Showers

NEWMAN’S
STANSTED GAS SERVICES

07956 855328

STEVE KING

Gas Safe Registered. Ex - British Gas

J.D.W. Gas heating Specialist
Boiler Servicing

Fast Response to Breakdowns of
Central Heating & all Gas Appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing •Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing •Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out   •   Ex. British Gas

Contact Julian 1 Churchill Corner
Tel 01279 816083 or 07967 366585

JONES & CO

Please contact David Jones
Tel: 01279 815877 Mob: 07860 213760

Email djonesco@btinternet.com

Local, reliable and friendly plumber

Phillip Knight  07985 640650
Email: phillipknight600@yahoo.co.uk

CK Electrical Installations Ltd
www.ckelectricalinstallationsltd.co.uk

 All installations from light fittings to full re-wiring
 Full or Partial Domestic Electrical Inspections
 Garden Lighting and CCTV Installations
 All work certified for Building Regulations

Call Chris 07597 974945 or 01279 814333
E-mail: ckelectricalinstallations@gmail.com

See www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising
please call Marion & Mike on 814059
Email: adverts@stanstedlink.org.uk

Larger sizes also available
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Elder Sambucus nigra
This is an exceptional tree, a constant in our hedgerows
along with dog rose, hawthorn and bramble.  The flowers
are much smaller, and one could say much more fragrant,
but it is not a perfume enjoyed by all. Today we might use
the flowers in culinary delights, but better known as the
base for elderflower wine, fizz (champagne) and cordial.
My own favourite is the latter, steeping the flowers in
vodka, then straining, and adding a little honey.  This is a
perfect winter pick-me-up on a cold day. This plant in its
entirety has been regarded as the country medical chest.
Elderflower tea in early spring could reduce the symptoms
of hay fever. The flowers had pain-killing properties, could
induce sweating, and could bring down a fever. The berries
have always been regarded as a good source of Vitamin C
and are being produced commercially into syrups as a treat-
ment for winter ills.  The leaves can be used in an ointment
for sprains and strains.

Folk in the old days would use the flower-heads as an insect
repellent and would hang bunches over the horses pulling
carts to put off the irritating flies. Barns could be rid of mice
and rats by strewing the leaves.  The berries were used as
hair dye or ink.  “If the medicinal properties of the leaves,
bark, berries etc were thoroughly known, I cannot tell of
what our country-men could ail, for which he might not
fetch a remedy from every hedge” said John Evelyn, a mid-
18th century herbalist. When one thinks of it, many of our
ancestors were poor, but nature was free to them, provided
they knew how to use all the benefits.

Bee’s Daughter

STANSTED BOWLS CLUB

We are very pleased to announce that there will be a 2021
season.  You may receive your copy of The Link in time to
read about our open weekend on Saturday 24th and Sunday
25th April, depending on the weather.  This will give anyone
thinking of joining our Club the opportunity to view the
green and meet a few of the members.  Normally we would
just open our doors and welcome everyone and there would
be ample opportunity to try out the club facilities, have a

good look round, then test out the green.  This year it will
be slightly different as we will have to comply with all Covid
regulations, so we are asking anyone interested to phone
the number at the end of the article beforehand.  That way
we can be certain that everything is ready and that we all
stay Covid compliant.  If you are interested but busy that
weekend, or if you are reading this after the 25th April,
please ring me.

Whilst it is not 100% clear how the rest of the season will
pan out, we do know that, for the first few weeks at least,
we will be using two of our four rinks only and on a pre-
booked basis.  For anyone new to the sport or for our
longer standing members who were unable to play last
year, this will provide an ideal opportunity to get some
practice and build up confidence again.  After the first few
weeks we are hoping that the league and friendly fixtures
will start up again, but we are still waiting for confirmation
and Bowls England guidance on what restrictions will apply.
We are not sure when our bar will reopen and our social
activities can recommence, but rest assured this will be as
soon as safely possible. Now all we need is for the sun to
shine.

Jeanette Mansell
Secretary

Tel: 07967 033924
Email: jeanette.mansell2016@gmail.com

    STANSTED FOOTBALL CLUB
      www.essexseniorleague.co.uk/club/stansted-fc

Unfortunately, the announcement from the FA that sup-
porters would not be allowed into our games, along with
the closure of our clubhouses, has meant that a number of
clubs felt that playing would lead to high financial losses
which they were not prepared to live with, so therefore
pulled out of the planned competition.  However, with the
backing of the League and the FA, a replacement cup com-
petition with invitations to teams from other leagues was
hastily put together; so throughout May we hope to con-
tinue to have successful victories which would lead to a
final being played at the end of the month. The League
have also organised a video streaming service so that sup-
porters would still be able to view their teams’ games.
Please keep following the updates which we will be posting
on our social media accounts as to how the team is pro-
gressing.

Our over-45s are also back playing and a revamped league
cup competition started last month which should also be
completed by the end of the month. The players of both
our teams are so pleased to get their boots back on and
play. The first team have already arranged a number of pre-
season away friendlies in July; again please check our social
media accounts for details. Competitive football is planned
to return in August with the FA Cup scheduled to be one of
our first games. To all our supporters, have a safe summer;
we will see you all in August.

Tom Williams
Secretary

Tel: 07921 403842



Professional Painting
And Decorating Services
With many years
Experience

 Internal Decorating   External Painting
 Slate & tile sealing + maintenance
 References available
 Wood floor lacquering
 Free detailed quotations available

 Call... Office: 01279 817282
Andy Richardson  Mobile: 07980 439924
Email: adadecorating@googlemail.com

www.adadecorating.co.uk

Our services cover:

DAVID DUNCAN DECORATING SERVICES
 All aspects of Decorating
 Interior & Exterior
 All types of Paperhanging

 Please tel:  07956 563 943
Email: duncan_b@sky.com

Over 30 years’ experience

Brown’s Painting & Decorating
All sized jobs considered

 Please call Simon for a quote

Do-It-4U
Repair, Care & Maintenance
for your Home and Garden
  Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
  Drain Blockages Cleared
  Gardens Tidied & Maintained
  Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
  Fences Erected & Repaired
  Gutters Cleaned,  Repaired  or  Replaced
  Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel  01279  814411    Mobile  07774  877320

High Quality Painting Service

 Interior & Exterior
 From one room to a complete house
 Competitive rates and references

Tel: 01279 810953 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

Herts & Essex Window Doctor
www.hertsandessexwindowdoctor.co.uk

All Double Glazing Repairs

All Conservatory Repairs Undertaken

Call Nigel or Adam on
01279 816324 or 07769 274610
Email: nijillpark@aol.com or

nigel@hertsandessexwindowdoctor.co.uk
Free Quote - No Obligation

All Work Guaranteed
DON’T REPLACE IT - REPAIR IT

T. F. PLASTERING LTD

Over 20 yrs experience

For a free estimate call Terry
Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036

Email: terryfincham44@gmail.com

All aspects undertaken including:
• Skimming • Rendering • Coving

See www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising
or call Marion & Mike on 814059

Email: adverts@stanstedlink.org.uk
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  STANSTED HALL AND ELSENHAM
  CRICKET CLUB

 www.shcc.hitscricket.com

The cricket season will begin on time which is great news for
all our members. Outdoor nets began in early April for our
senior players and our junior coaching evenings began on
16th April. Our All Stars programme for children aged five to
eight will begin on Friday 7th May. The England and Wales
Cricket Board gave the go-ahead to open our clubs from 29th

March. Restrictions still apply and will be adhered to.  The
club is in good shape going into the new season. Financially
we are stable and it appears that all of last season’s players
will return, plus a few more. Both grounds (Stansted House
and Molehill Green) are looking very nice and both pavilions
have been improved. Jason Brown (All Stars), Paul Walton
(U10), Ollie Patmore (U13), and Andrew Mackinlay (U15) will
continue to take the Friday evening coaching sessions at our
main ground.

The club would like to thank our primary sponsors Russell
Property and Nockolds, all advertisers and ball sponsors for
their continued support. Providing we get some warmth and
sunshine this could be a lovely summer of sport. After what
has been a very difficult winter, we very much hope that
people will want to get outside and take the air at either of
our grounds.  A warm welcome awaits you. If you are inter-
ested in joining the club in any capacity please contact me.
Have a great summer everybody and stay safe.

David Brown
Tel: 831011 Mob: 07788 999663

Email: david1.r.brown@gmail.com

www.stanstedtennisclub.co.uk

Rusty Rackets!
A new Rusty Rackets/Beginners drop-in session is being held
every Sunday 9.00am-10.00am. This is free for members and
only £2 for visitors, so please come along if you are feeling a
bit nervous about launching straight into a normal club ses-
sion.

Coaching
Lawn Tennis Association qualified coach Ollie Toms has re-
commenced his popular coaching programme, including jun-
ior tournaments and tennis camps and group/individual
coaching for juniors and adults. Please contact him on 07917
652014 or visit his website www. olliestennis.co.uk for more
information.

Ladies’ night
The next ladies only club session is 10th May, from 6.30pm.

New members are always welcome; please go to our mem-
bership page on the website for further details.

Fiona Kelly
Publicity Officer

Email: contact@stanstedtennisclub.co.uk

www.stanstedcc.hitscricket.com

Thanks to a grant from the Stansted Sports Association, we
have recently installed a fourth CCTV camera, which looks
out over the car park, and have also upgraded the wi-fi link
between the football and cricket clubs. We have received a
donation of £250 from Stansted Parish Council’s Finance
Committee, which we plan to spend on picnic table seating
to make the area next to the pavilion more amenable for
visitors and spectators.  In addition, we were given a further
Return to Cricket grant from Uttlesford District Council, for
which we are very grateful. Subject to further announce-
ments from the Government, Herts and Essex Border
League (HEBL) cricket is due to resume at Hargrave Park
from Saturday 2nd May.  However, this is expected to be
without spectators, with no use of the changing rooms or
pavilion (except for the toilets). There will be no communal
teas or drinks provided, and players are required to arrive
fully changed and to bring their own refreshments. During
each innings, play will stop every six overs for the players to
sanitise their hands and the ball. Senior home fixtures for
May:

Sat 1st     13.30   League Div 3 2nd XI v Hockerill II
Sun 2nd   14.00   Friendly Sun XI v Epping Foresters
Sat 8th     13.30   League Div 1 1st XI v Wiilingale
(NB  As Division 3 contains only nine teams, SCC 2nd XI have
no HEBL fixture on Saturday 15th May)

Sun 16th 14.00  Friendly  Sun XI v Stocking Pelham
Sat 22nd  13.30  League Div 1 1st XI v Braughing
Sun 23rd 14.00  Friendly  Sun XI v Thorley
Sat 29th  13.30  League  Div 3 2nd XI v Thundridge
Sun 30th 14.00  Friendly  Sun XI v Hockerill

Dates for cup matches are mutually agreed between teams.
In the HEBL Cup, we have been drawn at home to Thaxted
in Round 1 (to be played by 28th May); in the Davies Cup we
have been drawn at home to Hockerill (to be played by 23rd

June). For more information please see our website.

STANSTED JUNIOR CRICKET CLUB

The club is very pleased to announce that junior cricket is
also returning to Hargrave Park. This year there will be no
subscriptions or match fees so as many junior boys and girls
as possible can just enjoy playing again. Softball cricket reg-
istration for juniors from age seven [Year 2] to age 11 [Year
6] will take place at the pavilion on Friday 30th April from
5.30pm. There will be a session going on for the children to
enjoy. All subsequent softball sessions will be on Fridays at
5.30pm, supervised by two Level 2 coaches. Hard ball
cricket registration (for Year 7 upwards) will take place at
the pavilion on Monday 3rd May from 6.30pm. Hard ball
sessions will be on Mondays 5.30pm-8.00pm, supervised by
two Level 2 coaches. The coach contacts are Keith Ayres tel
07768 023830 and Matt Cope tel 07583 106408.

David Hedge
Hon Secretary

Tel: 812509

Stansted
Cricket

C lub



website: www.thesecretgardener.net
email: thesecretgardeneressex@gmail.com

GARDEN DESIGN
CONSTRUCTION
MAINTENANCE

Friendly service...
No job too large or too small

Call Scott on 07968 121 016
for a free consultation

References available
Fully insured

TREE SURGERY STUMP GRINDING

HEDGE CUTTING FENCING

Please call for a free quotation on
01279 755545 or 07940 231964

Email: info@allaspectstreeservices.co.uk

www.allaspectstreeservices.co.uk

www.uppercuttrees.co.uk

* Qualified  and Insured
* Council Approved
* All Aspects of Tree work Undertaken
* All works completed to BS3998
* Seasoned Logs for Sale

07539 88 88 30www.illuminatinggardens.com

FREE
Consultation

Garden lighting design & installation

All of our designs are individually created to
enhance the features of your garden. We work
closely with our clients to ensure complete
satisfaction.

Contact Tim on  07801 643632 Email: tim@greenscroftfencing.co.uk
www.greenscroftfencing.co.uk

GREENSCROFT FENCING REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS
Fast and Friendly Service

Fencing Panels • Picket Fencing • Shaped Panels • Post and Rail Fencing • Screening Panels

All types of Fencing Repairs



Thinking of doing some building work?
Uttlesford Building Control are your locally based
Inspectors, we know all the local
builders, surveyors and ground conditions.
We are here to help!
Please contact us for pre-application
advice - call before 10am to
arrange a same day inspection.
T 01799 510453
E building@uttlesford.gov.uk

GILLSON CARPENTRY & JOINERY
 First & second fix carpentry
 Site & bench joinery
 Extensions & building projects
 Kitchens
 Wooden flooring
 Decking design & construction
 No job too big or too small

Office    01279 812101
Mobile  07525 061661

Email:  gillsoncarpentry@btinternet.com

Fitted Furniture Specialist

Tel: 01279 815700   info@edhowleyfbd.co.uk
3A Parsonage Farm, Foresthall Rd, Stansted, Essex, CM24 8TY

Online showroomwww.edhowleyfbd.co.uk

Furniture as individual as you are!{ }
Bedrooms Studies Media Units Bookcases

Est 1990

ANTIQUES RESTORATION
Over 40 years experience

All Repairs including Modern  Polishing
Fully Insured Free Estimates No VAT
Tel: 01920 821973 Mob: 07803 895937

Email:peterworby56@gmail.com
www.peterworby.co.uk

A.C.WRIGHT
BUILDING CONTRACTORS
Orchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 8LB

Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938



Call Grant on 07775 673273
Telephone: 01279 494 596
Email: dcalarmsystems76@gmail.com

Call 0800 043 6728 now for your FREE initial site survey
www.sygmasecurity.co.uk

Security Management, Fire Services
and Drone Survey Specialists

Sygma provide the following to business & domestic clients:
SECURITY CCTV, Access control, Intruder alarms, Perimeter security,
Data network services, Remote monitoring, Service & maintenance
FIRE Fire risk assessments, Fire detection systems,
Fire suppression systems, Emergency lighting
DRONES Thermal imaging solutions, Building surveys, Promo videos,
Water leak detection, 4K aerial filming & photography,Alan Smith  07771 881 042

50 Sunnyside sdsinstallations@hotmail.com
Stansted CM24 8AX www.sdsinstallations.co.uk

SDS INSTALLATIONS LTD

Aerial and Satellite Services
Foreign Satellite Systems - CCTV -  Extra TV Points

Sky Link Ups - Phone Points - Home Signal Distribution
Wall Mounted Plasma / LCD Screens

Cables Supplied and Hidden

See www.stanstedlink.org.uk/advertising
or call Marion & Mike on 814059

Email: adverts@stanstedlink.org.uk
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Rainbows (Fri) Sue Pollard Tel: 813734

Rotary Club Peter Latham Tel: 507294
 Email: yplatham@uwclub.net

St John's Road and Leila Riddell
Area Association  Tel: 07770 955830

Scouts (age 10½ -14) Mike Byrne Tel: 812780

Spangles Family Hub Tel: 812348
  Email: vcl.essexwest-
 uttlesfordadminhub@nhs.net

Stansted Badminton  Vince Tel: 07793 000107
Club Raj Tel: 07775 915418

Stansted Business  Iris Evans
Forum Email: iris.evans9@gmail.com

Stansted Family Café Ros Page Tel: 810813
 Email: stanstedfamily@gmail.com

Stansted Football Club Tom Williams Tel: 07921 403842

Stansted Hall and David Brown
Elsenham Cricket Club Tel: 831011/07788 999663
 Email: david1.r.brown@gmail.com

Stansted Social Club Andrew Sharpe Tel: 812992
 Email: eatmorestilton@gmail.com

Stansted Sparks  Gemma Snelling Tel: 07894 944242
Netball     Email: gemmasnelling@me.com

Stansted Speed  Warren Vickers Tel: 813996
Watch Email: vickersw@aol.com

Stansted Supers Olly Pocknell
Handball Club Tel: 07875 391701

Talking Newpaper Richard Barnett Tel: 651270
(BS and District) Email: familybarnett24@hotmail.com

Tennis Club Fiona Kelly Tel: 07949 623484
 Email: fiona1.kelly@btintetnet.com

The Hundred Ken McDonald Tel: 813226
Parishes Society            Email:hundredparishes@btinternet.com

The Stansted in Secretary: Trevor Lloyd
Bloom Group Tel: 07739 428352
 Email: stanstedinbloom@gmail.com

U3A Ray Smith Tel: 813270

WI (Stansted) Anne Watson Tel: 898693

W I (Ugley) Dorothy Wallace Tel: 850215

Youth Centre Linda Barnes  Tel: 07947 548051

Note: This list will be updated as and when we learn of any
changes.  If you would like your organisation to be added
please let us know. Contact details are on page 1.

Beaver Scouts Angela Madigan
Age 6-8 Tel: 01371 513028

Bowls Club Jeanette Mansell, Hon Secretary
 Tel: 01371 821446

Brownies (Tue)  Kathy Shearman Tel: 07724 355533

Brownies (Wed)  Susan Scott Tel: 810955

CAB Tel: 01799 618840

Corkers Netball Lizzie Read Tel: 07770 594848

Cricket Club (Adults)  David Hedge Tel: 812509
 (Juniors)       Keith Ayres Tel: 814471

Cub Scouts Nic Devine
Age 8-10½ Email: kinglouie.huskies@gmail.com

Day Centre Tel: 815091

Explorer Scouts Paul Thorneycroft Tel: 01371 876784

Friends of St Mary's  Lynda Dale Tel: 07716 099474
Church Email: lynnydale@hotmail.com

Garden Club Maralyn Harris Tel: 07919 478144

Grove Cottage Jocelin Warren Tel: 07482 535020
 Office Tel: 656085

Guides Jennifer Jarvis Tel: 814434

Helpline Tel: 07704 553727

History Society Roger Barrett Tel: 814216
 Email: rmbarrett54@gmail.com

Human Roots Keiran Oliver Tel: 07946 783039
 Email:
 keiran@humanrootscommunity.org.uk

Huw Johnson Club   Katharine Collis  Tel: 07759 157620
 Email: kat_collis@hotmail.com

Investigators Ros Page Tel 810813
Age 7-11 Email: stanstedfamily@gmail.com

Let's Talk, Stansted Richard Haywood  Tel: 07794 268208
Mental Health Support Email: help@letstalkstansted.org

Little Scrummers Andrew Poyser Tel: 07738 591232

Millers (Windmill)  Molly Clark Tel: 816768

music@stansted   Sonia Levy Tel: 815282
(Classical concerts)       Email: contactus@musicatstansted.co.uk

Neighbourhood  Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433
Watch

Parkinson's UK Simon Russell
Uttlesford Support  Tel: 01799 524638
Group Email: simonrussell2@tiscali.co.uk

Rainbow Pre-School  Gill Pursglove Tel: 814242/07966
506997 Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

Rainbows (Wed) Rachel Foster Tel: 07818 417971

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in the Link,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the details to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.  Details
must be submitted by the 8th of the month for publication the following month.
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01279 813 318
1 Station Road, Stansted, CM24 8BE
Email: peter.james@murdochsestateagents.co.uk
www.murdochsestateagents.co.uk

Estate Agents  
are NOT all  
the same.

We have access to quality trades people who we have trust in,
so you can trust us to make your dream home a reality!

Specialising in 

• Project management

• New build homes

• Conversions

• Extensions

• All works to achieve
 a quality result and

5 Ducketts Wharf, South Street, Bishops Stortford CM23 3AR

01279 658499
Email: info@mansellandco.org

www.mansellandco.co.uk

Mansell & Co.      Est. 1970
Chartered Certified Accountants, Registered Auditors

All aspects of accounts, audit and taxation
We are an established firm offering a cost-effective and

professional service to businesses of all sizes,
both start-ups and existing businesses changing advisor

Mark Williams FCCA or Jeremy Fozzard FCCA
Please contact us for a free consultation, quoting “Link”



N E W  B U I L D S  &  A LT E R AT I O N S       LO F T  C O N V E R S I 
O N S       K I TC H E N  &  B AT H R O O M  F I T T I N G       L A N 
D S C A P I N G       N E W  B U I L D S  &  A LT E R AT I O N S     L 
O F T  C O N V E R S I O N S       K I TC H E N  &  B AT H R O O M  F I T 
T I N G       L A N D S C A P I N G      N E W  B U I L D S  &  A LT E 
R AT I O N S       LO F T  C O N V E R S I O N S       K I TC H E N  & 
B AT H R O O M  F I T T I N G       L A N D S C A P I N G      N E W 
B U I L D S  &  A LT E R AT I O N S       LO F T  C O N V E R S I O N    S

  K I TC H E N  &  B AT H R O O M  F I T T I N G       L A N D S C A 
P I N G     N E W  B U I L D S  &  A LT E R AT I O N S     LO F T  C O

N V

S
O O

&

R O
SSSS
TC

E
C H L A

N EEEEEEEEEEE WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW BBBBBBBBBBBB UUUUUUUUUUUU IIIIIIIIIIII LLLLLLLLLLLL DDDDDDDDDDDD SSSSSSSSSSSS &&&&&&&&&&&& AAAAAAAAAAAA LLLLLLLLLLLLTTTTTTTTTTTT EEEEEEEEEEEE RRRRRRRRRRRR AAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTT IIIIIIIIIIII OOOOOOOOOOOO NNNNNNNNNNNN SSSSSSSSSSSSSS L

U I L D S & A LT E R AT I O N S LO F T C O

HHHH R
LLLLLLLLLL DDDDDDDDD
KKKK I

GGGGG  
NNNNN V

L

V EEEE
 LLLLLLLLLL

O MMMMMMM
& AAAA
E NNNNN
NN EEEEEEEE WWWWWWW BB UU II LL DD SS && AA LLTT EE RR AATT II OO NN SSSS

L D S & A LT E R AT I O N S LO F T C

LLLLL

EE WWWWWW B U I L D S & A LT E R AT I O N SS

LLLLL DDDDDDD
S I O N S     K I TC H E N & B A

A N D S C A P I N G N E W B U
LO F T C O N V E R S I O N S

F I T T I N G   L A N D S C A P I N
LT E R AT I O N S   LO F T C O
& B AT H R O O M F I T T I N G

ASEE H

OO

EEEEE RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR S ATTT H
LLLLLLLLLLLLLL AAAAA I LLLLLL DDDDDD

F N
AAAAAAAAAA L O NNN
NNNN
EE WWWWW BBB UUU IIII LLL DDD SSS &&& AAA LLLTTT EEE RRR AAATTT IIII OOO NNN SSS

OO
L A N

NNNNNNN SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS  LLLLLLLLLLLLL
OOOOOOOOOOOO MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM FFFFFFF IIIIII T

OOOO NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN SSSSSSSSSSSSSS   
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD SSS CCCC AAAAAAA PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO FFFFFFFFFFFFFFF TTTTTTTTTTTT CCCCCCCCC OOOOOOOOOO

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO NNNNNNN
RRRRRR OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

 
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN
NNNNNN VVVVVVVVVVVV

OOOOOOOOOO OOOOOOOOOOOOO MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF IIIIIIIIIIII TTTTTTTTTTTT TTTTTTTTTTT I N G
A LLLLLLLLTTTTTTTT EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE RRRRRRRRRRRRRRR AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT IIIIIIIIIII OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

AAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTT HHHHHHHHHHHH RRRRRRRRRRRRRRR

KKKKKKK IIII TTTTTTTCCCCCCC H E N &&&& BBBB AAAA
GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG   
VVVVVVVVVVVVV EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE RRRRRR SSSSSS

AAAAAAAAAAAATTT HHHHHHHH RRRRRRR OO
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN EEEEEEEE WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB UU III LLLLLLLL DDDDDDDDDDDD SSSSSSSSSSSSS &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& AAAAAAAAAA

S III OOOOOOOOOOOOOO NNNNNNNNNNNN SSSSSSSSSSSSSS KKKKKKKK IIIIIIII TTTTTTTTTTTTTCCCCCCCCCCCCC HHH EEEEEEEEE NNNNNNNNNNNN &&&&&&&&&&&&& BB A

AAAAAAT HHHHH RRRR O
EEE W &&&&& AAAAAA

B AS I OOO

OOOO OOOOOOOOO
AA LLLTTTTTTTTT

AAAAAATTTTTTRRRRR SSSSS

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHH E N BB AAHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH EEEEEEEEEEEEE NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTT HHHHH RRRRRR OOOOOOOOOOOO OOOOOOOOOO
  EEEEEEEEEEEE WWWWWWW &&&&& AAAAAAAAA LLLLLLLLLLTTTTTTTT

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS IIIIIIII OOO BB AAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTT

M A S T E R  B U I L D E R

For a free quotation please call
01279 816883   or  07576 753811

Plan drawing service available

New Build ~ Alterations  ~Extensions 
 Loft Conversions ~ Kitchen and Bathroom Fitting

 Tel: 01279 771981       Mob: 07885 597063
Email: info@harpersplumbing.co.uk

All Plumbing, Hea g & Gas Repairs
Boiler Servicing & Installa athroom Installa

Gas & Oil Specialist er Finance Available

www.harpersplumbing.co.uk
Heating & Plumbing Ltd

info@honourlandscape.co.uk




