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Don’t Move — Improve!

If you are trying to sell your house at the moment and
can’t, RETHINK, stay where you are, and improve on
what you have.

What about a Conservatory....Or New Windows?
®  Auvailable in a wide range of colours and styles.
® Tailor-made to your requirements
®  Full independently backed 10 year guarantee

LELL

Here’s what some of our customers say about us;

‘The practical knowledge and craftsmanship they
demonstrated exceeded our high expectations’ Mr S,
Elsenham

‘I was particularly impressed with how your team worked,
causing minimum disruption to our busy family life,
cleaning up as they went” Mr G, Stansted

Call us NOW on:

01279 813888

Suppliers and installers of Quality Windows, Doors and
Conservatories

For all your window blind needs

®
oé*[k}’

Awnings Conservatory Roof
Wood Venetian Blinds

Metal Venetian Roman Blinds
Roller Blinds Curtains and Poles
Vertical Blinds Shutters

STORT ™ BLINDS

cALL FOR A FREE HoME visIT

01279 504121

—
VISA
—

www.storthlinds.co.uk stortblinds@hotmail.co.uk

MasterCard

01279 657460
07765 257200

www.dtbedrooms.co.uk

DT Leafletindd 1 22/10/2009 09:24

ada Decorating

is a professional, reliable painting and decorating business,
with many years experience.

Comepetitive rates and detailed quotations available.
References on request, many clients are repeat customers.

Our services are varied and cover the following areas:

« INTERNAL DECORATING « EXTERNAL PAINTING «
* SLATE & TILE SEALING AND MAINTENANCE »
* DECKING & GARDEN FURNITURE RESTORATION
+WOOD FLOOR LACQUERING «
« EXTERNAL CLEANING ~ GUTTERS, FASCIAS & SOFFITS «

Call Andy Richardson on
Office: 01279 817282 Mobile: 07980 439924
Email: adadecorating@googlemail.com

Speaah_'slng in - e
Water Gardens

.-._____

DeS|gn & Constructlon
Waterfalls & Fountains
Restoration & Maintenance

Tel: 01279 461052 / 07711 087 004
(Answerphone only) www.mayfairponds.co.uk
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EDITORIAL

It seems that we can now officially welcome residents of the whole of e
Foresthall Park to Stansted (see page 17). It’s not the first time the village

has extended its boundaries to include other communities, as presumably

both Burton End and Bentfield End were once completely separate hamlets.
Despite the fact that its size, in terms of population, is probably now equal to that
of a small town, Stansted continues to retain its ‘village feel’. The reason for this
can be found within the pages of the ‘Link’ amongst the articles and reports from
the numerous clubs and organisations - prepared mainly by local residents. We
are fortunate that there are so many people willing to participate in village life,
making Stansted such a vibrant community,

Of course, there’s always room for more residents to get involved! Mr Andrew
Sheriff is one such person who has done just that, by agreeing to be our Treasurer
at the ‘Link’. We extend a warm welcome to Andrew, and express our gratitude
to his predecessor, Emily Winter, ably assisted by June Winter, for carrying out
such a vital role with efficiency and good humour. Long may the willingness of
Stansted folk to “volunteer’ continue!!

Printers:
Copyzone
01279 657769

CIRCULATION:

The Link is delivered free to
nearly 3000 homes and
businesses in Stansted
Mountfitchet. Further copies
may be purchased for 50p

CONTRIBUTIONS:
by email (preferred) to:
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk

or by hand to:
5 Greenfields, Stansied
CMv24 8AH

7 Blythwood Gardens,
Stansted CM24 8HG

by noon on 11th April
for the May issue

by noon on 11th May
for the June issue

CONTENTS

Church News 2-4  Stansted Evening WI 25
Village Events 5 U3A Mah Jong Players Wanted 25
In Memoriam - Robin Scarr 7  Nature Notes 25
Sunnyside Playgroup 7  Rotary Club of Stansted

Stansted Mountfitchet U3A 9 Stort Valley 27
St Clare Hospice 9  Stansted Literature Group

Bentfield Primary School 11 Baok Review 27
Stansted Football Club 11 Mountfitchet Mathematics and
Stansted Mountfitchet Local Computing College 29
Histary Society 11 Stansted Tennis Club 29
Ugley Women's Institute 13 National Childbirth Trust 31
The Gardener's Hymn 13 Huw Johnson Club 31
Daisy's New Home 14  Stansted Bowling Club 31
More Memoaries of Red Cross Week 31
St Mary's Primary 15  Skywatch 33
Children’s Recipe of the Month 15  Stansted Day Centre 33
Stansted network 17-20 Stansted Cricket Club 33
Grove Cottage 21 Royal Music at Manuden Singers

SSE - Second-hand Book Sale 21 Concert 33
Mountfitchet Garden Club 21 494 (Stansted Airport) Squadron
Cyril's Gardening Tips 21 Air Training Corps 35
St Mary's Primary School 23 Poppy Appeal 2011

Rainbow Pre-School 23 Cycling to New Zealand 35
1st Stansted Brownies 23 Index to Advertisers 36

Stansted network is compiled by
Stansted Mountfitchet Parish
Council.

DISCLAIMER Opinions expressed in this magazine

are given freely and do not necessarily represent
those of the editorial committee




THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

One week after Good Friday, Prince William and Kate Middleton will be getting married. I was living in Cardiff when
Charles and Diana were married in 1977. How romantic and starry-eyed that couple looked, especially the bride-to-be.
Sadly, all that changed, with the break-up of their marriage, and Diana’s tragic death in a car crash. Marriage is an estate
entered into thoughtfully, and optimistically! Our hope will be very much that Kate and Prince William will be able to live
up to the ideal of what they promise to be for one another. Our prayer might also be for those who, for whatever reason,
have tried very hard but failed to maintain the ideal of ‘until death parts us’. There must be realism as well as hope in how
we live out our lives.

Realism and hope meet in the Good Friday-Easter story. Hope was that Jesus was the promised liberator from an oppressive
system. His crucifixion suffocated that hope. Three days later, his followers were baffled at finding Jesus® tomb empty.
New hope stirred in their hearts that he was alive, as he had said he would be. In Dorothy Sayers’ play, “The Man Born to
be King’, the Roman centurion, reporting to Pilate’s wife, says of Jesus: "None can stop his truth now let loose in the
world", Enter a new and better reality. Best Wishes to Prince William and Kate for their life together and a blessed Easter
to you all.

Allen Morton
Stansted Free Church
URC Minister
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES
CHURCH OF ENGILAND ROMAN CATHOLIC
Sunday 17th Palm Sunday Saturday 16th
8.00am Holy Communion 6.00pm Mass ‘ o
9.30am Sung Eucharist Palm Sunday Procession Blessing and Distribution of Ashes
Wednesday 20th Sunday 17th Palm Sunday
10.00am Holy Communion 10.00am Blessing and Distribution of Ashes
Thursday 21st Maundy Thursday Tuesday 19th .
8.00pm Holy Communion followed by Watch until Midnight 7.30pm Penitential Service
Friday 22nd Good Friday Thursday 21st
Pilgrimage — 9.00am at St Mary’s Farnham 8.00pm Mass of the Last Supper
12 noon at St John's including presentation of a Friday 22nd Good Friday

‘Stansted Birthday Party’ by David Richardson.
Children are invited to take part.
2.00pm at St Mary’s Birchanger

Saturday 23rd Holy Saturday
8.00pm Easter Vigil

Sunday 24th Easter Sunday
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Sung Eucharist

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

Sunday 24th Easter Sunday
10.30am Meeting

9.45am for 10.00am Children’s Service
3.00pm Passion of Our Lord
4.15pm Walk of Witness

Saturday 23rd Holy Saturday
10.00am-11.00am Confessions
8.00pm Easter Vigil

Sunday 24th Easter Sunday
10.00am Mass

STANSTED FREE CHURCH

Friday 22nd Geod Friday
10.30am Reflective service

Sunday 24th Easter Sunday
10.30am Holy Communion
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STANSTED

The Parfshes of
Stinsted Moantfitchee
with Birchangar

and Farnham

All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8|P
Tel: 815243
Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
Wednesday, Friday
Administrator: Mrs Elizabeth |ennings
Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btck.com

Rector: Rev’d Paul Wilkin

Tel: 812203

Email: paulwilkin@iname.com
Assistant Rev'd Giles Tulk is away on placement for
Curate: three months

Director of Lorraine Everett

Music: Email: lorraine@everett.info
Church Hall  Rachel Pocknell
Bookings: Tel or text: 07972 373994
Email: stjohns.hallbookings@gmail.com
St John’s Diary
Sunday

8.00am  Said Holy Communion

9.30am  Worship 4 All (Ist Sunday)

9.30am  Choral Eucharist (2nd -
4th Sundays)

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday

830am Morning Prayer There are services of
Holy Communion on
the first Tuesdays and
Wednesdays of the
menth in Norman
Court, Hargrave House
and Broome End
Nursing Homes.

Tuesday
9.00am St John's Tots

Wednesday »
9.00am  Morning Prayer
10.00am Holy Communion

Monday-Thursday and Saturday
5.00pm Evening Prayer

FROM THE REGISTERS
February

Baptism
13th  Casper Michael Fox Lawley

Memorial Service for Thelma Eileen Turner, age 64
(funeral took place on St Helena)

GOOD FRIDAY PROJECT 2011

This year we are doing something different. This year the
Project will be part of a Good Friday Pilgrimage which will
make its way between Farnham, Stansted and Birchanger
Churches. At St John’s at midday we will be presenting
‘The Stansted Birthday Party” - a drama written by David
Richardson, with a subject very apt for the Year of the Bible.
Children are invited to turn up at St John’s dressed as ani-
mals and biblical characters. There will be opportunity for
everyone to join in with the action and there will also be
songs and stories. In particular we need approximately five
or six (not huge) speaking parts. If there are any young
people willing to put themselves forward for this and are
happy to make time for a short rehearsal, please contact me.
You will need your parent’s consent and of course make sure
you are available between 11.30am and 1.00pm on Good Fri-
day, 22nd April, which is during the final week of the school
holidays this year. More information will be circulated
around the schools over the next few weeks.

Janet Wilkin
Tel: 812203
Email: janet, wilkin@googlemail.com

ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB

Many congratulations to the winners of the February draws:
£100  No 67 Kathleen Clark

£ 50 No 82 Stephen Higley

£ 25 No 139 Alan Corbishley

The April draws are at 7.30pm on Thursday 28th April at
The Cock, a little earlier than normal in order not to intrude
on everyone’s enjoyment of the Royal Wedding and the extra
long holiday weekend. Hope to see you there.

Many thanks to all those people who have supported this
venture during its first year of operation, which comes to an
end on 30th April. The scheme will re-commence on 1st
May with another £2,500 of prizes to be distributed. If you
would like to renew your membership or join the scheme
(£2 per number per month - maximum five numbers per
household), please contact Francine Cope on 814562 or

Rosemary Thomson on 815551.
Francine Cope
Q’KE fég j—;
¥ CHURCHES
“ac T@ETHER
in STANSTED
Lent groups
Tuesday 5th April Free Church Hall led by
Rev'd David Keeble
Wednesday 13th April St John’s Church led by
Rev'd Paul Wilkin

This session will be followed by a glass of wine.

Quarterly Forum
The next meeting will be at 8.00pm on Wednesday 27th
April in the Free Church Hall, chaired by the Catholics.
All welcome — please come and contribute your ideas!
Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059




STANSTED FREE CHURCH

Methodist / URC
Chapel Hill
www.stanstedireechurch.org.uk

Ministers  Rev’d Allen Morton

Tel: 757635

Email: minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Rev’d David Keeble

Tel: 01799 522037

Email: minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk
Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer

7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG

Tel: 814059

Email: lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk
Preachers for April
3rd  10.30am The Worship Team - New Directions
10th 10.30am Rev’d David Keeble
17th  10.30am Revy’d Allen Morton
22nd 10.30am Good Friday Service
24th 10.30am Rev’d Stuart Veitch - Easter Communion

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

Clerk

Quak

Meeting

er Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Mrs Anthea Lee

24 Lea Close
Bishop's Stortford
Tel : 01279 656707

Sunday, 10.30am

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Therese of Lisienx

High Lane

Priest Father Joe White

The Presbytery

St Therese of Lisieux

High Lane

Stansted

Tel: 814349
Masses Saturday 6.00pm

Sunday 10.00am

Holy Days of Obligation 8.00am and 8.00pm

Tuesday-Saturday 9.30am
Confessions

Saturday 10.00am

and by appointment

Baptisms

By appointment

How can you help others and at the same time keep fit?

If you volunteer to deliver and collect Christian Aid enve-
lopes in your street from 15th to 21st May you will be getting
exercise and fresh air, and at the same time making a huge
contribution to improving the lives of the poorest people on
our planet.

What sort of thing does Christian Aid do?

It transforms lives. Working with partner organisations in
poorer countries, Christian Aid can turn hopes into realities.
For example, in Nicaragua coffee farmers have been helped
by loans (not hand-outs) to form a co-operative, which has
raised money to build a school. So, if you want to do some-
thing life changing in May, please contact me. Thank you.

Count your blessings in Lent

As in previous years, Christian Aid has produced a 'Make
Lent Meaningful' sheet encouraging us all to reflect on the
good things in our life, and to give a daily gift for those liv-
ing in poverty around the world. For example on 18th March
we were told that 95% of homes in Britain have central heat-
ing, and are invited to give 50p for every degree above 20 on
our thermostat. There is a caveat that the daily giving
amounts are suggestions only. Last year Christian Aid raised
£250,000 from this Lent giving. There are a small number of
leaflets available in the churches or from me, or a form can
be downloaded from www.christianaid.org.uk/lent. There is
also a children’s version on line.

Catherine Dean
Tel: 813579

JAZZ AT ST JOHN'S

Practically a Village Institution, St John’s Church is holding
its annual Evening of Jazz from 8.00pm to 11.00pm on
Friday 13th May. Himself an institution, Pete Baker’s Half
Dozen will be belting out live music, an eclectic mixture of
Traditional, Dixie and Swing Jazz — something for everyone.
This is always a popular event so come along and have a
dance too. There will be a bar selling wines, beer and soft
drinks and a light supper is included in the ticket, priced at
£14.00.

Tickets are on sale from the St John’s Church Office 815243,
Pete Baker 814865, Ray Smith 461151 and in St John’s after
the 9.30 Sunday Service. Hurry, hurry, tickets are restricted
in numbers and are always in big demand.




St Jobms, Stansted J,
TABLETOP SALE

10 am - 12.30 pm Sat 2nd April
in the Church Hall
Entry £1 incl coffee / tea

Table must be pre-booked for this
Community Event (a bargain at
just £101) please tel 07780 606278

In aid of Church Hall refurbishment

=@ GROUPS
Exploring the

Word of God in Scripture
Meet from 8 - 9 pm:

Tue 5 Apr  Free Church Hall

Wed 13 Apr St lohn's Church
(Followed by a glass of wine)
All welcome ~ come when you can!

Newport & District Flower Club
Open Meeting

Blooming Lovely
by Crystal Dyball

7.30 pm Thu 7th April
Clavering Village Hall
Tickets £10 Tel 01799 550971

Stalls ~ Refreshments ~ Raffle

11 Mon Link copy due in today
13 Wed Lent Group

14 Thu WI

16 Sat/17 Sun Skips

17 Sun  Manuden Singers Concert
22 Fri Good Friday Project

24 -Sun/25 Mon Windmill Open

27 Wed CTS Forum

May
1 Sun Windmill Open
St Mary’s Church Open
4 Wed Mountfitchet Club
Garden Club

VILLAGE
Aprif
1 Fn NCT Tea & Toys
SignuptoSing Concert
2 Sat Table Top Sale
SSE Booksale
2 Sat/3 Sun Skips
5 Tue Lent Group
6 Wed Mountfitchet Club
Garden Club Spring Show
7 Thu Newport Flower Club Meeting
Local History Society
10 Sun Rainbow Royal Wedding Party

EVENTS

St John's Hall 10.30 - 11.30 am
Baptist Ch, S Walden 7.30 pm
St John's Hall 10am - 12.30pm
SSE Office, Takeley 9 am - 1 pm
Lower St Car Park @ am - 3 pm
Free Church Hall 8 pm

Day Centre 2 -4 pm

Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm
Clavering Village Hall 7.30 pm
Day Centre 8 pm

St John’s Hall 2 - 4 pm

before 12 noon

St John's Church 8 pm

St John's Hall 7.45 pm

Lower St Car Park @ am - 3 pm
Manuden Church 7.30 pm

St John's Church 11.30 am - 1.00 pm
1.30 - 5.30 pm

Apologies for incorrect Windmill AGM date last month

Free Church Hall 8 pm

1.30-5.30 pm

2-5pm

Day Centre 2 -4 pm

Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm

Manuden Singers & Orchestra
Royal Celebration Concert

Programme includes
Zadok The Priest & Coronation Mass

7.30 pm Sun 17th April
St Mary’s Church, Manuden

Tickets £10 adults, £5 children
Tel Fiona 812157 or at the door

Proceeds to CONI- supporting peaple bereaved by cot death

+ Red Cross Week
1st - 8th May

Please support the collections
which will be made during
Red Cross Week in Stansted

New coliectors welcome
Please contact
Christine Stiles 813172

Bentfield School PTA

The Space Mission Fair
Train like an Astronaut
Sat 21st May 2 - 5 pm

All the usual fun & games

Complete the astronaut training
challenges and win a prize!

MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

FLOWER ARRANGING

with Nick Grounds

7 for 7.30 pm Wed 18" May
Mountfitchet College

Tickets: £6 inc glass wine or juice

Entry by ticket only
Tel 815007 or 07919 478144

8 - 11 pm Fri 13th May
st John’s Church

£14 (incl light supper)
Licensed Bar ~ Book early!
Tel 814865, 461151 or 815243

In aid of Church Hall Fund

_ ROUSE TO HOUSE
! COLLECTIONS
15th - 21sf May

Collectors needed please call 813579

» Stansted Conservatives

QUIZ NIGHAT

7.30 pm for 8 pm
Saturday 14th May
Day Centre

Tickets £10
includes Fish & Chip Supper

Tel Bridget 814440 or Joan 814854

Stansted Scouts & Explorers
FUN Quiz Fundraiser

7 for 8 pm Sat 14 May
St John's Hall

Tickets £10 incl hot supper
from Claire on 816924

Tables of 8
but don't be put off if you are a singly or
small group as we will make up tables!

Licensed Bar

5




Back to Basics Pilates Class

with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

Strength without bulk e Coordination & balance

Longer, leaner muscles s Well-being & confidence

Improved posture & mobility e Rehabilitation after injury |

Mondays 8 - 9 pm & Saturdays 9 - 10 am

Beginners’ Class Fridays 7 - 8 pm
The Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted.
To book one of the limited spaces availabie or find out more
please call Hazel on 01279 813371 or 07973 409675

Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

Free introductory class throughout this month

Why live with your
aches and pains?

ESTaRLISHED {283

Hazel Williams is one of the few praciitioners

who specialises in both structural and cranial Gdilﬁﬂlllflfé‘y, O MIHCZ[ Oszﬁ(}ﬂﬂ«ff?}f

osteopathy to treat a wide range of patienis from

. babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes. . . " _
Her treatment can help with: back, neck, Af”ﬂ”l(l t&é’ﬁf ap .y’ H f}ﬂlﬁ'ﬂp dtéy

. joint, arthritic and muscle pain, irapped nerves, * ; Y.
sports injuries, headaches and migraine. C/Jff' ﬂ[)ﬂa}f/ B’() Ll 'Yy
She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief a .
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to ] flfaflf [z’fatjd(zqe ] 11t f"[[(f'[' Lt
help with rehabilitation. ¥ ~
Her zim is simple... to give you continual relief Pl, [a led I rtdlriictton

from pain wherever possible. . . .
We have a specialist clinic for

To claim your free assessment consultation™call pregnant mothers, infants and children.
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371

61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH

osteopathy@hazel-williams.ca.uk 'l - ;- iy
*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remave or change 0 ] 2 79 8 l JgO/

this offer at any time without prior notification.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR
TO MAHE AN AFFOINTMENT. FLEASE TELEPHONE

How are YOU feeling today?

We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:

Back Pain, Neck Pain, Sports Injuries, Migraine and
Other Joint and Muscle Problems
Recent guidelines published by the National Institute for Health andClinical Excellence (NICE)

recommends the option of spinal manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the management
of certaintypes of low back pain.www.nice.org.uk/cg88

We are offering an initial consultation with the Chiropractor which includes a thorough
physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £50) on production of this advert.

greatbaclk.codul| ks

Digital X-ray available on site Immediate Access Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Dexa Scanning for f9, NoGP Referral required Marce! Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC.
Osteoporosis available {7, ~ and Associates _
‘ Registered Doctors of Chiropractic
Stansted Ch_iropl_’a_ctic & Back c # Members of the 20 Cambridge Road
Pain Clinic British Stansted CM24 8BZ
Chiropractic . ' ) _ )
01 279 215336 BUPA and AXA/PPP Association Registered with the General Chiropractic Council
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IN MEMORIAM
ROBIN SCARR

11th August 1926 - 9th February 2011

Robin was actually named Robert Walter Alister, a compila-
tion of family names, but from an early age he was always
known as Robin. He was born in Norwood, Croydon, and
moved to a new house in Orpington with his parents and
younger sister, Daphne, four years later. After primary
school he was accepted into the City of London School.
During the Blitz the school was evacuated and Robin ended
up boarding at Marlborough College. Not an experience he
enjoyed, but Iuckily the Prudential, for whom his father
worked, evacunated to Paignton in Devon, so Robin rejoined
his family and attended the local grammar school in
Torquay. He enjoyed the lovely Devon countryside and
beaches, before returning to Orpington, the City of London
School - and the odd doodle bug - towards the end of the
war.

Up to the age of 15 Robin admitted to struggling academi-
cally. Then mathematics suddenly fell into place for him and
he left schoal with good grades. He was awarded the
Steggall scholarship, £50 per annum, to study at London
University. He was also awarded a Queen Mary College
Engineering Exhibition for £30 12s. At 19, Robin joined the
RAF to do his national service. On his discharge in 1948 his
commanding officer wrote, “This airman has proved a loyal
and conscientious worker who has applied himself diligently
to his duties in a clerical capacity”. When asked what he did
in the air force Robin would say, “I delivered the post.”

He duly took up his place at Queen Mary College, London
and was awarded a first class honours degree in engineering,
and a PhD which he completed in 1954. It was while he was
working as an electrical engineer at STC in Foots Cray that
Robin met his future wife, Brenda. Brenda had recently
joined the probation service and was being trained by
Robin’s sister, Daphne. They were married in 1962 and
bought a house in Petts Wood where their first child, Sarah
was bom in 1963. The following year Robin transferred to
the research department of the company and joined STL in
Harlow. They bought a new family home in Stansted and in
1966 their second child, Josie was born. Throughout his
working life Robin kept up with changes in technology and
was an inventor, filing numerous patents whilst at STL.
Whilst still young he designed and built a television set for
his parents, and was always eager to fix the family’s tele-
vision when it went wrong. He completed the cryptic cross-
word nearly every day and never needed directing to a place
after the first time,

In 1985 he took early retirement, but didn’t stop working.

He wrote a book with John Horrocks, and joined Ofcom as a
consultant. Later on, together with an old colleague from
STL, he tried to get funding for research into optical switch-
ing, and continued to patent new ideas. Robin was greatly
admired and respected for his intellect by those he worked
with, He was a kind and caring father, and invented a variety
of games to play with his two daughters. Long car journeys
were made more bearable by his made up stories about John
Brown, 2 maughty boy who got into all sorts of trouble. Later

on he helped Sarah with her university work as she struggled
with statistics and phonetics, and Josie with her final univer-
sity project even typing it up for her. He was also a willing
playmate to his three grandchildren who loved playing with
him.

Robin was active in the village in his later years. He was
both treasurer and chairman of the Day Centre, and for 10
years was treasurer of the local Liberal Democrats. Robin
has written a number of books — 'Distributed Amplifiers' was
his PhD, followed by 'Transistors in Linear Circuits' and
"Future Trends in Telecommunication' — not exactly light
reading! But he also wrote a thriller 'The Laser’s Edge'
which had been accepted by the Book Guild. Sadly he was
never able to complete negotiations with the Guild and the
book has not beén published. Tt is hoped that it will be pub-
lished at some future date. It would be a fitting tribute to an
extraordinary man.

Josie Scarr

nayside Haysrous
March saw the first of our weekly playgroup sessions starting
up in St John's Church Hall on Monday mornings, for chil-
dren from birth to school age. At our first session, on 7th
March, we had 29 children come to play (the youngest was 3
weeks old), bringing 19 adults with them. We were able to
make good use of the ample space that the Hall offers, with
older children rushing about on ride-ons to work off excess
energy, drawing on paper taped to the floor or on easels, junk
modelling, or playing with a wide range of toys and puzzles.
We kept a quiet area separate for small babies to play, offer-
ing them a range of board books and age-appropriate toys to
explore. All of the children sat beautifully for snack time,
copying the others around them and eating very well, They
then settled with me to sing and sign (using Makaton) several
songs and nursery rhymes; (it was at this point that Paul
Wilkin, the Rector at St John's, put his head around the door
to see what all the noise was about!). Rosemary Thomson
from St John's Church kindly came to help with signing
gveryone in, and helping to make huge amounts of drinks for
us all. Many thanks to all of you who have supported us in
this new venture. We look forward to greeting you and your
children at future play sessions.
Rachel Pocknell
Tel: 816215
Email: rachel@sunnysidechildcare.org.uk
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(State Registered) Qualified Tree Surgeon qu Mo i
Chiropodist Fully Insured PAINTER & DECORATOR
CHO9088 Pruning GENERAL HANDYMAN
Home Visiting Practice Dismantling No Job Too Small!
Stansted Hedge Trimming Free Estimates
Julie Golden . . '
Est. 1994 TreelSlirubs supplied ® plamied Tel 01279 812792
01279 817810 ,
A professional service at a competitive rate Tel 01920 821595 8 Mill Close, Elsenham
EDDIE RO HELPLINE

Fish & Chips 07704 553727
BBQ Chicken If you have a PROBLEM
Souﬂu;rn kirie';!_ Chicken ig;elsl?rzsggf
B u r Ba 1es Monday - Friday
eer burgers 9.00 am - 4.00 pm
Station Road, Stansted
01279 817307 Stansted's voluntary community care service

CARERS ux Computer Users! ;

i
Uttlesford District Branch ! Mae & PO l!epairs l

“Caring about the Carer”
Carers are the biggest provider of i software & hardware upgrades '

health and sacial care in the UK.
We offer heip, support and advice
If you would like to know more

=] b Y L
. B "
| Domestic Oven Cleaning
Fowmrz "Ranges ¥ Agas'¥ Hobs
| *Extractors *and mudh roore.
Uity e -ed ustic, pon-tasic pridasts

Wpatmme 01371 875810

Tel: 01279 835475 i
| LY IRSEPED B CRR CHECRED :

(1270 432444

v, mmnbng‘ﬁixu uli s

Email: uttlesford@carers.entadsl.com
46 High Street, Dunmow CM6 1AN
Registered Charity No. 248328

i
|
|
]
about us, call us now on: i
1
|
|

: No call out fee ~ Viruses eradlicated
i FREE antivirus ~ No job too small

e T T T T T T . ! THE SECRET GARDENER
STEVE HALL www.thesecretgardener.net
Email: scottyduncan@gmail.com
GARDEN SERVICES /' GARDEN DESIGN
CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN v CONSTRUCTION

v" MAINTENANCE

Friendly service ~ No job too large or small

Call Scott on 01279 899005 or 07968 121016
for a free consultation
References available - fully insured

Tel 01279 817739
Mobile 07778 049063

| S i

N W Brown Landscapes

All aspects of landsqaping _ - We specialise in weddmgs, special events,
undertaken inClUdiﬂg fencing, paving, : corporate contracts and bespoke funeral trib

IR |

turfing, planting & hedge cutting For 2 friendly and detailed consultation at
. your own home or business premises
Nigel Brown

please contact Sam Cotterrell on
07917 611945 RHS Qualified

01279 899005 or 07866 754913
info@violetsandvelvet.co.uk
01279 507255 Registered waste carrier

www.violetsandvelvet.co.uk




THE THIRD AGE TRUST

THE UMIYERSEN T THE YHIRG St

Several members of our group have just returned from our
first ever holiday weekend away — so the following has been
written by Chris and Ross Loveday who went on this trip.

I wandered lonely as a clond
Qur first weekend trip with Stansted U3A took us to
Wordsworth country — The Lake District. Forty-eight mem-
bers wondered what the weekend would hold for them, but
they were rewarded with wonderful weather and enjoyable
company. If you were a walker you were in your element.
The views are breathtaking and from our base in Kendal we
were taken to Bowness-on-Windermere with the opportunity
of a cruise on the Lake. The afternoon was free for walking
or exploring around Kendal. On the second day we went to
Keswick and a number of us walked around Derwentwater,

Our tour operator, Heather, entertained us during the tour
with a short 'Peter Rabbit' story by Beatrix Potter and a poem
by Wordsworth. We arrived in the afternoon at Grasmere to
visit the resting place of Wordsworth and the inside of the
local church was amazing. The package was incredible value
for money and the organisers deserve credit for their enter-
prise. So successful has this weekend been, that the organ-
isers, Maggie Bennett and Jan Neal, have already booked a
further trip to Paris in August, including a trip to Monet’s
Garden and - surprise, surprise - it is already fully booked.
The U3A presents an opportunity to meet new people and
develop new interests and friendships and the weekend away
in the Lake District certainly achieved this.

Other news
As you may be aware from the March issue of the 'Link', we
have suspended membership last month owing to reaching
our legal seating capacity within our current venue., A
number of people have since spoken to me and asked why
we could not use St John’s Church, so in an effort to explore
this option, which would hopefully allow us to open mem-
bership again for local people I have written to the Vicar and
await his reply. I will report on this further in the next month
— but watch our website for news —and if you are interested
in becoming a member please don’t forget we are keeping a
waiting list.
Cherry
Chair
Tel: 817140

ST CLARE
HOSPICE

TV PRESENTER LAUNCHES
'MAKE A WILL MONTH' MAY 2011

On 7th March, we were delighted to welcome BBC TV pre-
senter and top City lawyer, Sue Medder to launch the
Hospice’s new fundraising initiative, 'Make a Will Month'.
Participating lawyers from 14 local firms enjoyed a working
breakfast during which Sue, who co-presented the BBC2
programme ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ with business
trouble-shooter Sir Gerry Robinson, gave a fascinating and
entertaining insight into the world of television and the busi-
ness of will-making. Sue revealed the alarming statistic
which arose from the programme that 70% of people in this
country have not made a will — she even confessed that
immediately prior to filming, she was one of this number
herselfl She went on to explain that, with the prevalence of
couples co-habiting, the increase in second or third marriages
and the fact that many people are now bringing up step-
children as their own, people do not realise that their assets
almost certainly will not go where they wish after death
unless they have written a will. Sue was accompanied by her
colleague from City firm, Withers, and legal consultant to the
TV programme, Charlie Tee, who has strong local links,
being the son of Richard Tee, former senior partner of local
firm Tees Law. The aim of the scheme is to encourage as
many people as possible to make their wills whilst helping
their local Hospice, and we are thrilled to have Sue’s support
for the project.

Local solicitors have effectively agreed to provide their ser-
vices for free in return for a direct donation to St Clare
Hospice. They will prepare a single simple will for a mini-
mum donation of £100 or a pair of simple wills for £150. For
full information please contact me or log on to our website
www.stclarehospice.org.uk where you can view details of
local participating solicitors and go directly to their websites
to make an appointment. You can also view a list of ques-
tions which you may want to consider before your appoint-
ment.

Tony Smith
Tel: 01279 773756,
Email: tony.smith@stclarehospice.org.uk

Speedy Secretarial Services

Fortemporary and outsourcing needs we offer a fast,
reliable and honest service with complete confidentiality.

Professional, Experienced Personnel

o dictation, copy typing ¢ legal documents
e mail outs e experienced proof reading service

Collect and deliver service — sensible rates

Phone: Elaine ai 555 o 07563 768047




SPANESH
LESSONS

Clases de Espanol
By Ana Verastegui (Spanish speaker)

Intermediate to Advanced

Teaching based on Conversational Technigues
(Get ready for your trip this year ~ Holidays, Business etc.)
Private Tuition, One to One Teaching or Groups
Support for GCSE and A Level students

Based in Stansted Mountfitchet
For more information: 07863 831989
Email: anaverastegui@artedcorativo.tv

LINO

THOMAS
HAIRDRESSERS

THE GREENS BUILDING
CAMBRIDGE ROAD
STANSTED CM24 8BZ

TEL 01279 812910

AL AVEDA

i 7% deed i A R e A Y eiienen

MILLWAY

OFFICE SUPPLIES & ART AND CRAFT SUPERSTORE
CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET, ESSEX CM24 8AP

TEL: 01279 816659 ~ www.millwaystationery.co.uk

STOCKISTS OF HORNBY, LEGO, MECCANO, AIRFIX,
DMC, ANITA'S CRAFTS, ENCAUSTIC ART, FIMO,
SCRAPBOOKING, WINSOR & NEWTON,
DALER-ROWNEY, RUBBER STAMPING, FABRIC PAINTS,
FACE PAINTS, HELIUM BALLOONS, GREETING CARDS & WRAP,

AT OUR SUPERSTORE WE HOLD IN STOCK
OVER 30,000 PRODUCTS

ALL YOUR STATIONERY NEEDS FOR THE HOME AND OFFICE
INKJET CARTRIDGES, LASER TONERS, CDRs, PAPER,
ENVELOPES, FURNITURE, FILING PRODUCTS,
FILOFAX, PARKER.

OPEN:

MON-FRI 8.30am—5.00 pm SAT 9.00am—1.00pm
FREE PARKING

CHIROPODIST & PODIATRIST
Stansted

and Bishop’s Stortford

Orthotics

Diabetic Foot Care
Evening & Saturday Clinics
Routine Treatment

R Handford & Colleagues
H.P.C. Registered

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Storiford

01279 652249 info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk
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WILSON
Jine quality jeweller

John Wilson

Still Manufacturing
& Remodelling
Bespoke Jewellery

Old Gold Bought
Cash Paid

Mobile: 07900 931 910
Workshop: 01279 647 878

Stortford Audio

multiroom audio visual installations

multiroom audio systems
“ home cinema

# surround sound installation
“ home networking solutions
@ digital TV and satellite

01279 647227

www.stortfordaudio.co.uk




nitfield Prit  School

Ingpive, Discovey, Eﬂmum e another

The charity committee within the school arranged a full
fundraising day for The Red Nose Day Charity in March.
Each class was asked to read & poem or a short story in
Assertnbly, a staff ‘Guess the Baby” competition took place
and all the children were allowed to wear ‘non-uniform’ for a
fee. The full total of monies raised is yet to be finalised but
all the children had fun raising money for a worthwhile
cause. Classes 3 and 4 have been practising for their per-
formance of “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’ — the
Roald Dahl version. Performances will take place on 7th
April. The children have acted, danced, signed and sang
really well, enjoying the experience that a live performance
gives. Pancake Day was celebrated with pancakes during
lunch time and some classes made the pancakes in class.
Mums were also invited in to school lunch on Tuesday 29th
March to treat them to a “Mother’s Day Roast dinner” which
they could eat with their children. The Head Teacher Coffee
Morning allowed parents to view the new Reading Scheme
that has been introduced into Key Stage One. The school
also welcomed Rev'd Paul Wilkin who led our assemblies
during March and the lead-up to Easter. The Fine Motor
Skills group have kindly planted a raised bed with spring and
summer plants. They will ensure that these beds are tended
and watered as part of their occupational therapy.

Cathie Bonich
Headteacher
=/,
STANSTED FOOTBALL CLUB

Unfortunately our FA Vase dream has been shattered after
our 0-2 defeat against Dunston UTS at Hargrave Park on
12th February. We were defeated by the better side on the
day. Dunston drew Whitley Bay in the next round and were
knocked out by them. Although the score was disappointing
what was good to see was the amount of supporters that
came to the game - our ground has never seen so many
people and if only this could be replicated at every home
match to show support for our local team. Our 1st team are,
at the time of writing, top of the Essex Senior League and are
‘doing us proud’. They are playing well and I must admit are
ajoy to watch. But don’t take my word for it; please come
and see for yourselves.

The upcoming fixtures for the next month are:

29th March Burnham Ramblers (Home)
2nd April Sawbridgeworth (Away)
9th April Hullbridge (Home)

16th April Enfield 1893 (Away)

23rd April Barkingside (Home)

If anyone feels that they could spare some time to help us at
the Club in whatever capacity, but especially helping our
stalwarts Brian and Tony with maintaining the grounds, or
just wishing to help us out on match days please contact me.

Lynne Furber
Treasurer
Tel: 07920 039113
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STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

We had the advantage of home-grown talent at our March
meeting when Ted Pretty, one of our own members, gave us
a talk on Stansted and other windmills in East Anglia. Ted
had first become interested in windmills when in the Scouts
and had taken part in a night-hike from Bishop’s Stortford to
Stansted, becoming just a little lost in the process. They did
not arrive at the mill until 3.00am, but he was taken round
the building by an expert, Malcolm Treacher, the following
morning. Later in his career he worked for English Heritage
and came into contact with many windmills in all sorts of
conditions. He is now one of the Millers of Stansted Mill.

Ted accompanied his talk with some very good slides and
started with the mill we know best, Stansted. He had created
a visual record of the recent work that had been carried out
and this was explained to us as it progressed, finishing with a
fully refurbished mill. As mentioned later in the meeting,
some complications have arisen since and these have been
referred to the maintenance firm. Together with his wife,
Marion, he has travelled widely in East Anglia; among the
things which he has photographed are windmills, some of
which he showed to us and described their condition and
working. The types of mill were explained: the post mills
which were moved into the wind bodily by means of a beam
which could be moved by the miller and later, by means of a
fan-tail as with our own mill; then the smock mill, which
appeared larger and had a cap which turned the sails into the
wind by means of a fan-tail; this, like the post mill, was
made of wood; finally, the tower mill made of brick, This is
the style of the Stansted Mill, with its cap that weighs around
3% tons. Unfortunately, not all the milis are in the same con-
dition as ours — most are in need of maintenance, have lost
their inner works or, like the Cley Mill in Norfolk, have been
converted into a holiday let! We were grateful to Ted for a
good talk on a very outstanding part of this and other
villages.

Next month we delve into the matter of crime, when we hear
about ‘The £1,000,000 Bank of England Forgery of 1873’
from George J Smith. This will be at 8.00pm on Thursday
7th April in The Day Centre. See you then.

Ian Seavers

V & P Construction & Plumbing

Footings - Extensions - Carpentry
Loft Conversions - Tiling - Plumbing
Patios - Fencing - Driveways.

10 years Experience. Quality Workmanship.
Reliable Service. Competitive Prices.

Free Estimates
Please call Virgis on 07958 592852




T. F PLASTERING

All aspects undertaken including:

¥v"  Re-skimming

v" Coving

¥v"  Rendering

v Pebble Dashing
v Floor Screeding

Over 15 yrs experience. High standard of work. Fully insured.

For a free estimate call Terry
Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036

Perfect Plastering
Services

+ All Aspects Undertaken
+ Clean, Reliable Service
¢ Free Estimates

Matt Freeman
| Tel 01279 812524 Mob 07793 887198
' freeman223@hotmail.com

A.C.WRIGHT

BUILDING CON"TRACT(__;)RS

Otrchard House, 5 B]:ewefy Lanc
Sta[lstcd Essex CM24 SL;B' .......

Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279; 815.75.9 z
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

jason bagge architecture
ARB RIBA BSc BArch LLM

residential and commercial architecture
masterplanning, interior and landscape design
planning and building contracts consultancy
www.jasonbaggearchitecture.com

jasonb @jasonbaggearchitecture.com

T:01279 813211 m: 07528 891716

Bareham Overy Partnership
RIBA Chartered Architects

Turn ideas into reality .....
» Residential
e Industrial o leisure
¢ [nterior Design e Commercial
s Project Management s Space Planning
e Planning & Building Regulation Applications
01279 816040 john@barehamovery.co.uk

The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE

HIBBSW%LC H
ARCHTECTURE & DESIGN.
‘Restoring the past and building for the future’

Architect: M.A.HIBBS BSac Sci, BSc, Dip Arch, ARB
Partner: S.M.WALSH LSIAD, BSc (Hons) Arch
Associate: J.A.Hayes BA, Dip Arch, ARB
82 High Street Saffron Walden Essex CB10 1EE
Tel 01799 523660 Fax 01799 509940
Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk
Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

tel:matthew 07941293365

mwr interiors

Specialists in Painting and Wood Finishing

Full Interior Painting Service

Wood Treatments
Floor Sanding
Staining, Waxing
Polishing

Decorative Finishes
Period Finishes
Fumiture Painting
Colour Mixing

T

Fully Qualified, University Trained, 20 years experience

email:mwr242@hotmail.co.uk

Lesley Anne
Complete Decorating Services

o Affordable Kitchen & Bathroom Makeovers
e From one room to a complete house
o Interior & Exterior

= Free Estimates & Advice
o Plastering, Carpentry & Tiling ~

Tel: 01279 817055 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

intense

Doimestic & Commermal

e Window Cleaning
Pure Water Fed Pole System
e Gutter Cleaning / Repair
Industrial Power Vac
e UPVC Specialists e Fully Insured

Call 01245 421855 or 07912 857671
Email intense.cleaning@googlemail.com
www.intensecleaningsolutions.co.uk

GO-JO Quality Cleaning
Scrub, Polish & Buffing Services

Domestic ~ Commercial
Offi ice ~ Schools

01279 812524 -
. _{&7828 42@94@ |

Jo Freeman
5 Years Bxperienc
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UGLEY
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

Our recent meeting opened with the sad news of the death of
Mrs Gladys Dix. A delightful lady, she had been a member
of our WI since the early 1960s. She worked tirelessly for
our Institute, having been President and latterly our pro-
gramme planning secretary and a very active member of the
Committee. She was a great friend to many and will be sadly
missed by us all.

Our speaker was Susan Walker, Blue Badge guide and
former Tourist Information Centre manager. Her subject was
the history of Saffron Walden and with great enthusiasm and
an equally great amount of knowledge she took us on an
‘armchair tour' of the delightful town; a town that thankfuily
still has the air of a market town. The 'tour’ was enhanced by
amap drawn by her and given to each of us to follow. In the
space of 45 minutes, which flew by, we were expertly guided
around and through the Iron and Bronze Age periods and
then coming to the Norman period, we were introduced to
Geoffrey De Mandeville, the first Constable of the Tower of
London. His grandson, Geoffrey, followed in his footsteps
becoming Constable of the Tower of London and built
Walden's first castle in around 1135-1138. Sadly, all that
remains of it are the cellars. The ever popular market, she
explained, moved from its original site to the Market Square
in the 1300s and during this period the town was known as
Chipping Walden. The town's wealth was built on wool, with
malting and brewing providing a living for many of the
inhabitants. The local wool staplers built their own Guild
Hall in the Market Place which survived until it was demo-
lished to make way for the 'Ttalian style' Corn Exchange
which was converted into the library in the mid 1970s. By
the end of the 1400s Walden became Saffron Walden and

wool was soon overtaken by the saffron
/7 industry as the main source of local
-/ wealth, It appears that a Crusader
brought a corm of saffron back from his
travels and it was from this that the saf-
fron industry developed. Saffron was
used first and foremost as a dye for wool
but was also used for medicinal pur-
poses; 30,000 stamens are required to
make just one pound of dried saffron! Sadly space only
allows me to mention just a few facts from a most interesting
talk and I for one will certainly return to Saffron Walden in
the very near future and , as she urged us to do, 'look-up' at
all the historic buildings that this charming market town has
to offer.

/ f

So ended another very entertaining afternoon for our mem-
bers. Other treats in store include a talk on pottery in April, 2
visit from the Canine Partner's Charity in July, a talk on
medicinal plants in August, a tour of Grandad's garden in
September and a visit from the Nazeing hand bell ringers in
December to round off what promises to be another enter-
taining year for our members. Why not come and join us?
You'd be most welcome. We meet on the third Wednesday of
the month at 2.30pm in Ugley Village Hall.

Andrea Fitt
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THE GARDENER’S HYMN

All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

But what we never mention,
Though gardeners know it's true,
Is when he made the goodies,
He made the baddies too.

All things spray and swattable,
Disasters great and small,

All things paraquatable,

The Lord God made them all.

The greenfly on the roses,
The maggots in the peas,
Manure that fills our noses,
He also gave us these.

The fungus on the goosegogs,
The club root on the greens,
The slugs that eat the lettuce
And chew the aubergines.

The drought that kills the fuchsias,
The frost that nips the buds,

The rain that drowns the seedlings,
The blight that hits the spuds.

The midges and mosquitoes,
The nettles and the weeds,
The pigeons in the green stuff,
The sparrows on the seeds.

The fly that gets the carrots,

The wasp that eats the plums,
How black the gardener's outlook,
Though green may be his thumbs.

But still we gardeners labour,
Midst vegetables and flowers,

And pray what hits our neighbours’
Will somehow bypass ours.

Barbara Robinson

BONNE SANTE BEAUTY SALON
STANSTED
TEL: 01279 5033863

Established 1990 we have now moved io Stansted. We are a
unisex salon that offers waxing, CACI, facials, electrolysis,
massage, manicures and pedicures. We use Dermalogica and
Jessica products including the new GELeration no chip,
long lasting nail vanish.
Open daytime and evenings by appointment
64 Bentfield Road, Stansted CM24 8HP
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% DAISY'S NEW HOME
A story for children

Young Daisy was scared of this new place. She trembled as
she looked around. It was all so different to where she’d
lived before. She was used to being among the familiar faces
of her family and friends, and seeing the sky every day.
Here, she didn’t know anyone, and Daisy couldn’t see the
sky however hard she tried. She felt very lonely and cold.

Daisy thought hard about what her best friend, Buttercup,
would do if she found herself in a strange place. She decided
that big brave Buttercup would make new friends as soon as
she could. So Daisy stood up straight and stared at her near-
est neighbour. Trying not to sound too frightened, she
squeaked, “Hello”. The thin stranger with a dark nodding
head didn’t reply. Daisy hung her head and cried. She
didn’t like being alone and cold.

“What you looking so miserable for?” The chirpy voice
made Daisy jump. She looked up into the bright eyes of a
Robin. Relieved to find someone friendly to talk to, Daisy
sniffed back her tears and said, “T’ve only just arrived and
I’m so lonely, and so cold.” She hoped that she didn’t sound
too much of a whinger. (In Buttercup’s opinion a whinger
never made many friends.)

“Well, I’'m not surprised you’re so lonely and cold. You're a
bit early. Most of your lazy lot are still in bed. They only
come out when the sun shines. Violet’s the only one around
at this time of year.” He cocked his head towards the thin
stranger. “She’s sulking ‘cos it’s time for her to go in. She
has to look after those delicate petals of hers,” he added with
a wink.

“Oh, 1 didn’t think she liked me when
she didn’t speak.” Daisy was feeling
much happier. Now that she’d made
a friend, she was no longer lonely,
Robin went on to tell Daisy all about
her new home. It was called a lawn
and he told her that others of her

} family were sure to arrive later on in
the year. Daisy told him all about her
old home in the field at the top of 2
hill, about the animals there, and for-
got to feel cold.

“Now, young Daisy, there’s one important thing I should
warn you about.” Robin suddenly looked rather serious. “I
don’t suppose you’ll have come across the monster mowing
machine in your ficld. But here you’ll see it a lot. And it’s
dangerous.”

“What does it do?” Daisy had never heard of the monster
mowing machine.

“It gobbles up all the grass and anything else that gets in its

kil

way.

“That’s terrible. How do you know when it’s coming?”
Poor Daisy looked around fearfully, but couldn’t see any-
thing above the tall spiky grass that surrounded them.,

Robin sighed. “Oh, you’ll hear it coming, alright. And
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when it does you just have to hope that you’ll survive.
There’s nothing else you can do.” Daisy wasn’t sure what
survive meant, but didn’t like to ask, as Robin went on to tell
her more about life on the lawn.

Daisy was very happy in her new home. She made lots of
good friends, and they were all just as kind as Buttercup.
Every day Daisy grew taller and stronger. She could even
see the sky, if she really stretched. Her leafy skirt spread fir-
ther, and she was looking forward to seeing some of her
family now that summer was just around the corner. But she
wasn’t allowed to forget about the threat of the monster
mowing machine. And she soon discovered what the word
‘survive' meant. All her new friends talked about the dreaded
monster. She asked them about how to survive an attack, but
no one offered any suggestions. They all accepted their fate.
They all expected to get gobbled up. Daisy didn’t want to do
that. She-was sure there must be a way to beat the monster
mower. And she was determined to find it.

One sunny day Daisy was woken up by a rumbling noise. At
first she thought it was a grumbling honeybee searching for
pollen. But the noise was too loud for that. Then she
thought it must be thunder. But then the ground started to
tremble quite alarmingly. Then Daisy heard all the squeaks
and shrieks of fear around her. Even the usnally silent
grasses groaned as they swayed. Then she knew.

“It’s the monster mowing machine,” screeched Robin as he
hopped away. “Good luck.” Daisy wished that she could
run away like Robin. She didn’t feel very brave. All her
determination to somehow beat the monster had gone. The
noise was getting closer and more fearsome. Daisy dug her
toes as far down into the soil as she could reach. She spread
her dark green skirts as wide and as flat to the ground as pos
sible. Daisy would not give in easily. She was just about to
lift her head, when the monster machine was upon her.

The mower’s engine deafened her. She felt the swish of
metal above her head. Smelt the heat of the machine, Then
blackness. And finally silence. The danger had passed.
When Daisy dared to open her eyes, the first thing she could
see was the sky. The tall grasses were now shorter, greener.
She looked down. Most of her skirt was still there, Daisy
was damaged, but she would mend. There were just a few
leaves where poor Violet had been. Daisy was alone once
more, and sad.

Daisy wasn’t lonely for long. As the days grew longer and
warmer others came to keep her company. Best of all a rela-
tive of Buttercup’s arrived and Daisy’s happiness was com-
plete. The monster mowing machine came along quite often
but Daisy wasn’t as afraid of it as she had been. She had sor-
vived and never tired of telling her friends how she’d done it.
Those that listened and took her advice about rooting them-
selves deeply into the ground and spreading their skirts, also
survived. You can tell which plants listened to Daisy if you
look hard.

How many different flowers can you spot growing in the
lawn? Do you know their names?
Evie Campbell



MORE MEMORIES OF
ST MARY’S PRIMARY

Seeing the picture of the Youth Centre on last month’s cover
of the 'Link' also, like Keith Eagleton (article in the March
'Link") brought back fond memories of when I was at St
Mary’s School. 1 actually started my primary school educa-
tion at the school on Chapel Hill where the senior school was
sited (Peter Kirk School). The headmaster of the senior
school was Mr Enoch who was well remembered for his
liberal use of the cane. One of the primary school teachers
was his wife who was a lovely gentle lady, quite the opposite
ofher husband. Later we moved down to St Mary’s in Lower
Street. My memories go back about 60 years. Mr Hare, the
headmaster, well described by Keith Eagleton, was a lovely
man; a very talented musician as I recall. He was a vety
heavy smoker and would sometimes say to me; “Dicky,
would you go to Eric’s (Eric Poole ran the local tobacconist
shop on Chapel Hill) and get me 40 Kensitas?” and I would
duly trot to Chapel Hill to get the cigarettes. How times have
changed! Can you imagine that happening now?

I was at school before Ma Brown, but I well remember Miss
Double, whose standard method of punishment was to smack
your legs — which she did with great gusto. Irecall an epi-
sode when the choir was appearing in a very important con-
test in Saffron Walden. 1 was one of the star performers but
messed about so much that Mr Hare threatened me with
removal from the choir. T did not heed the warning so was
duly slung out. I remember the ignominy of playing on
Saffron Walden Common with the non-singers. I also
remember being smacked in the face by a ball and Miss
Double clasping my face to her bosom, which was of the
ample variety. I recall thinking that being hit in the face by a
ball had its plus points! There was also a teacher called John
Boddington. We used to sing a ditty “Old Bod is a bunion
with a face like a pickled onion, a nose like a squashed
tomato and legs like matchsticks™. Strange the things you
remember! He married whilst still at the school and his wife
came to teach there. She was a lovely no-nonsense person.

Looking back it was a very good school of which I have
happy memories. This was in the days of the eleven plus
exam, and I feel that T was given a good rounded education at
St Mary’s which stood me in good stead for my future
schooling,

Dick Pollard

I'was very interested in the article on St Mary’s School. I
was appointed to teach at St Mary’s School at the start of the
autumn term in 1951; exactly six years after the war ended.
In September I had 20 five year olds in the class, but in the
following term, January 1952, the ‘Bulge’ reached school
age and my class number rose to 40. (Just nine months plus
five years since Daddy came home from the war.) As the
‘Bulge’” moved up the school followed by a steady growth of
five year olds, we had to expand. One classroom was opened
in the Central Hall, Chapel Hill (now called the Court House)
with Miss Player (now Mrs Cowan) in charge. Eventually
another classroom opened at Stoney Common in a hut, which
was later moved to Water Lane and became the Scout Head-
quarters. Mr Pennick was the teacher in charge at Stoney
Common.
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Former classroom - now the Scout Headquartwrs

It was extremely hard for one mother who had twins in my
class at St Mary’s School (now the Youth Centre) in Lower
Street, one at the Central Hall in Chapel Hill, and her fourth
child at Stoney Common. Miss Player and myself came to
her rescue by keeping the twins and one child in our class-
rooms after school, as she needed to pick up her fourth child
from Stoney Common before he went paddling in the nearby
brook.

Marion Johnson

CHILDREN'S RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Simnel Pinwheels

Simnel Cake is traditionally eaten at Easter — in Medieval
times female servants would bake this cake to take home to
their mothers on Mothering Sunday. Try these as an easy
alternative.

Ingredients

200g dried mixed fruits

zest and juice 1 small orange

1 x 375g sheet ready-rolled puff pastry (we used Saxby's)
3 tbsp apricot jam

200g marzipan

Method

Soak the dried fruit and orange zest in the orange juice.
Unroll the pastry onto a baking sheet.

Roll out the marzipan and trim to the same size as the pastry.
Brush the pastry with jam, then rest the marzipan on top.
Scatter with the fruit and tightly roll up, from the long edge,
like a Swiss roll.

Chill, then slice into lem thick pieces,

Bake at 220C/fan 200C/gas 7 for 10 mins.

For details of cookery classes and parties for 2-11year olds
contact Jane Chate, Kiddy Cook Tel: 07796 270068
www.kiddycook.co.uk.

Ladies Keep Fit Classes for the over 50’s
Tuesdays & Thursdays 2.35 - 3.35
Stansted Free Church Hall (near Millways)

Qualified Teacher ~ Phone 812725




Mitchell School of Dance

Mrs Mitchell LISTDDip AISTD AES Dip
Fully qualified and registered teacher

Dancing Displays Examinations
Choreography National Competitions

Classes at:

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted Including

Tel: 01992 812781

Email:

J.O.W.
GAS HEATING SPECIALIST
Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns

of Central Heating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing
Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Qut
Gas Safe Registered
Ex. British Gas

Contact Julicn
1 Church Hill Comer
Tel 01279 816083
or 07967 366585

DANCE R

Graham School f/

of Dance

Qutstanding tuition for children in BALLET (RAD)

and MODERN DANCE on Mondays after school
at the QUAKER HALL, STANSTED

plus MELODY BEAR classes in Stansted
for pre-school children to introduce children to

dance & movement

Tap. Jazz, Drama and Musical Theatre
+ Adult Ballet and Adult Tap

For further details and a Free Prospectus:

Telephone: 01279 654423
info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

.

AMANDA WELLS
Offers a bespoke service for your
CURTAINS, BLINDS & SOFT
FURNISHINGS

Professional advice and unigue designs

Other services include:
e Sourcing of furnishing fabrics
 Curtain poles,
@ Track systems & blind systems

AMUSF Qualified with Distinction

Please contact me for a no
obligation quote on:

Tel: 07919 180432
info@amandawellsdesign.co.uk
www.amandawellsdesign.co.uk

N

A&l Electrical

All Eleectrical
Installations and
Repairs

New Fuse Boards
and Rewires

IMETRELER (D2

Free estimates

Tel 07711 202423

NICK SHUTES

Painting and Decorating Ltd

High quality interior and
exterior redecoration

All woodwork repairs and replacements
including fascias, soffits and cladding

For a no obligation quotation call

01799 542385
or 07885 778213

For

N&J Westwood

Building and Construction

Barn loft and garage conversions
Refurbishment
Extensions
Driveways
Brickwork
Plastering
Fencing

Patios

a free quotation and advice please call
John Westwood

Home: 01279 771867
Mobile: 07886 509722
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Stansted network

NEWS FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNCILS
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FORESTHALL PARK TO BECOME PART OF
STANSTED PARISH

The Electoral Arrangemenis Working Group of
Uttlesford District Council has recommended that
the part of the new estate currently within
Birchanger parish will be moved into this parish.
With this decision now known the Parish Council
will discuss with the District Council and the
developers the terms on which various
responsibilities such as gardening and
grasscutting will be assumed. The maintenance
of play areas is likely to be the first responsibility
assumed.

We welcome all our new parishioners and hope
that the Council can meet your needs in building
our community together.

PARISH PLAN - SUBMITTED TO UTTLESFORD
DISTRICT COUNCIL

At last the text of the Parish Plan has been sent to
Uttlesford District Council where it is hoped that
the Development Control Committee will approve
the draft. Provided this occurs then the Parish
Plan will be printed and distributed to every
household and business.

Under the policy of the current government this
plan should carry some weight when planning and
other policy issues are under discussion. If the
action points in the plan, which number around
150, are to be implemented then the Parish
Council and parishioners will have to undertake
much work and considerable lobbying as well as
persuading outside agencies to give us money!

It is intended to review the plan every year and to
report hopefully on achievements,

CRIME IN THE VILLAGE

The new government website should show a
breakdown of crime by area each month so, if you
want to access this site, then go onto
www.police.uk

The Parish Council will publish these numbers on
a regular basis along with some comment to put
flesh on the bare figures.
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The breakdown of the crime statistics for
December is shown below:

STATISTICS FOR DECEMBER 2010

Burglary

Anti Social Behaviour
Robbery

Vehicle Crime
Violent Crime

Other Crime

OW= =00,

Violence on the streets of Stansted Mountfitchet
remains rare and the three recorded incidents
were all domestic, serious of course for those in-
volved. Burglaries from dwellings currently pose
the biggest problem. After five crimes in Decem-
ber the number rose to eight in January with four
(actual & attempted) on one day but, so far in
February, the number has shown a fall. It would
appear those committing the crimes are profes-
sional and come from out of the area. ltems sto-
len are small and easy to carry/sell - laptops and
jewellery as well as cash. Burglaries are referred
to CID often after a preliminary report by a local
officer. Anti-social offences have been low during
this period. Out of the four recorded three have
been sorted. Whilst many of these incidents are
minor, they remain an irritant while, if an individual
or family is targeted, this can be more serious so
all occurrences should be reported.

Neighbourhood Watch has become much
stronger in the parish over the past couple of
years but further support would reinforce this
trend so, if you like further information, please
contact Clir Valerie Trundle on 813433 or Diane
Roberts on 813089. Next meeting is Wednesday
25 May 2011 in Stansted Free Church Lecture
Hall at 7.30 pm - see article next month.

Vigilance remains crucial especially as most of
the burglaries have occurred in the daytime. If
you see anything which rouses your concern or
know of any incident, please call the police either
on 999 if time is critical or on 0300 333 4444,



ELMS FARM - LOOKING TO DEVELOP

We hope that many of you will have taken the op-
portunity to view the Gemmill Family’s exhibition
at the Day Centre. Their quest is to gauge public
opinion for possible redevelopment of part of the
farm site. No formal planning application has
been submitted.

If you were unable to attend, but wish io view the
proposals and/or submit your comments, please
follow the link on our website www.stansted.net.

HEALTH CENTRE UPDATE - MOVING, IF
SLOWLY, WE THINK!

At a recent meeting attended by Clir Geoffrey Sell
(Chairman of the Parish Council) and District Clir
Alan Dean, the developers (Pelham Structures)
and an officer from Uttlesford District Council, it
was confirmed that a planning application should
be submitted shortly. Whilst final terms have not
yet been agreed between Pelham Structures and
the PCT, this appears to be moving closer to com-
pletion.

Further discussions have taken place with Essex
County Highways and it is now proposed to place
rumble strips on Chapel Hill and Church Road as
traffic calming measures.

We will bring further news as and when it is avail-
able.

PARISH NOW OWNS THE DAY CENTRE

Uttlesford District Council (UDC) has decided that
Stansted Mountfitchet Parish Council (SMPC)
owns the Day Centre (previously it was thought
that SMPC owned the land and UDC the building).

It is expected that the services provided by the
Day Centre will continue as before but discus-
sions will need to take place with UDC over fund-
ing and with the Day Centre commiitee to ensure
smooth running.

Whilst the assets of the parish have increased,
there will be some increase in the costs of owner-
ship. Some provision for this has been made in
the budget for 2011/12.

RECREATION GROUND CLEARANCE

For far too long it has been the Council’s desire to
tidy up the bottom end of the Recreation Ground,
under the trees where brambles have flourished
and weeds encroached! In early March, we were
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delighted to welcome a team from Community
Payback (formerly Community Service Workers).

Under the keen eye of their supervisor, five young
men from the Harlow area came with hand tools
and cleared a large amount of unwanted growth.
We have established a good link now with the
area office and hope to be able o use their serv-
ices elsewhere in the village.

VILLAGE CLEAN UP - THANK YOU FOR A
GOOD JOB

On Saturday and Sunday, the 5th and 6th March,
about 35 volunteers cleared many bags of litter
from around the village - Church Road, Lime Kiln
Lane, Pennington Lane, skatepark, Recreation
Ground, Foresthall Park. We were delighted that
so many of the youngsters from the Youth Centre
came along and helped to boost their “community”
hours for their Duke of Edinburgh Award.

Thank you to all who gave their time - the village
looks better, although sadly by Monday morning
there was evidence of fresh litter on Pennington
Lane. If you see fly-tipping on any of our streets,
please make a note of the car registration
number, if applicable, and let us know. A local
person was recently fined by Uttlesford District
Council for dumping waste after their personal
details were found in one of the rubbish bags.

CAN YOU HELP?

Much could be done to improve the appearance
and life of the parish. In current economic condi-
tions the Parish Council is reluctant to increase
council fax by a substantial amount even if the
sum of money involved is not great. So do you
have a few hours to spare and, if so, would you
be prepared to help to make this a more pleasant
place to live and work?

A list of areas in which help is needed will be in-
cluded next month.

——



CENSUS DAY 2011

Through the national media, you are no doubt
aware that Census Day is looming - 27 March
2011. By the time you read this article, you
should have received the paperwork through your
door.

One form should be completed per household,
and this can be done on-line or on paper - we are
advised that on-line is faster!

For a period of four weeks, commencing 6 April,
collectors will be door-knocking at properties for
which a form has not been returned. These col-
lectors will have identity cards and an identifiable
collection bag

STANSTED IN BLOOM

Once again several of our village businesses have
agreed to provide a prize each towards our com-
petition 2011. We are always grateful for the in-
terest and support that they give.

This year the competition will be judged on Satur-
day, 2 July and will take place between 2-5pm. In
the next edition of the Link, you will find an entry
form which will give further details where you can
enter your own garden or that of a friend (with
their permission of course!).

We are dividing the village into eight sections, in-
cluding Foresthall Park and there will be one win-
ner from each of the eight sections. In addition,
there will also be a prize for the overall best gar-
den.

Contacts: ClIr Valerie Trundle - 01279 813433
Clir Iris Evans - 01279 815848
Mrs Joy Thomas - 01279 813871

GOOD NEWS FOR STANSTED LIBRARY

The opening hours for the library will remain un-
changed:

Tuesday 9-1, Wednesday 2-5, Thursday 2-6, Sat-
urday 9.30-5

Our ‘Daddy Cool’ sessions have now been run-
ning since January — every Saturday at 11 am.
Stories, Songs and Rhymes — come along and
join in the fun. Dads, Mums, Grandparents and
carers all welcome.

There is a Beat Surgery in the library once a
month from 2pm-4pm. The PCSQ is able io help
and advise on any issues or concerns you may
have:

24th March, 21st April, 19th May, 16th June
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NEWS FROM UTTLESFORD D.C.

The District has frozen its council tax for the com-
ing year, like councils nationwide, after receiving a
subsidy from the government. It will also, after
April, receive a New Homes Bonus, a coalition
initiative to help fund growing communities,
based on the number of new homes that are built.

Discussions are continuing about support for eld-
erly persons' day centres around the district, in-
cluding Stansted's. A study last year showed that
a district co-ordinator is needed to modernize their
operations and reverse declining community use.
Funding arrangements will be considered at a Dis-
trict Council meeting in mid March.

The District Council and residents are being con-
sulted by the County Council over the relocation
of St. Mary's School onto a site between Hampton
Road and Reeve Road on the Faresthall Park es-
tate in September 2012. Councillors have raised
concerns about pedestrian access and parking
congestion. Informal proposals have also been
floated to improve safety on Church Road such as
widening the footpath on the west side and a new
pedestrian crossing by Maitland Road.

The recently introduced 300 bus service which
runs from Saffron Walden Tesco to Bishop's Stort-
ford Tesco will cease on April 25th. This infre-
quent service was poorly used, even though it has
been the only service which connected Cam-
bridge Road and Chapel Hill with Walson Way
and Foresthall Park.

(Cilr John Hudson)
NEWS FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR

A year ago lots of concerns were being raised
about the future of Rainbow Nursery after the
planned relocation of St Mary's School to Forest
Hall were announced, so when the suggestion
that the pre school could move to the Peter Kirk
Centre was raised it appeared that the problem
had been solved. But then disaster struck when
the Coalition Government withdrew capital funding
for new early years settings and Essex had a
number of schemes that were unable to continue
because there was no money!

However, recognising that pre-school and early
years settings play such an important part in
children’s development Essex County Council
stepped in and funded 20 schemes across the
county to a total value of £12 million. Rainbow
Nursery was one of these schemes and | am



pleased to say that as | write the finishing touches
are being put to the interior of the super new facil-
ity at the Peter Kirk Centre and works should be
completed by the end of March.

There has however been one item that delayed
the works when a redundant gas main was found
to cross the play area but as soon as that has
been removed the Nursery will be ready for occu-
pation so | would urge everyone to support the
staff and children in their move into their new
home.

At this time of year people always become con-
cerned that their Council Tax Bill is about to fall
through the door and this year the media have
made much of Councils that have introduced
swinging cuts to front line services. Essex is very
much the exception to all this because despite the
0% increase in the amount that will be charged
the alterations to services have been minimal.

To give you some figures, Essex have been one
of the few councils that recognised the need to
make savings in the way that they operate and
over the last three years ECC has saved £284
million in administration and ‘back office’ costs;
and this year given the reduction in grant from
central government, we are saving a further £83
million. This has enabled us to ensure that all of
the fixed Libraries across the County are remain-
ing open, 86 SureStart Children’s Centres are be-
ing maintained and most other services are
unaltered. In fact, the cuts to front line services
within Essex amount only to £14 million and when
set against a budget of £2.1 billion that is fairly
minimal.

The media relish in bad news so it's no wonder
they have left us alone!

(Cty Clir Ray Gooding)
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

6 April Full Council
13 April Open Spaces
20 April Full Council
27 April Finance

CONTACT DETAILS

Clerk - Ruth Clifford
Admin Assistant - Anne Court
Email: parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214 10am - 1pm
www.stansted.net
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PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Catherine Dean 813579
clircmdean@uittlesford.gov.uk

Iris Evans 815848
iris.evans9@googlemail.com

Jo Freeman 812524
J.freeman195@yahoo.com

Bridget Gott 814440

John Hudson 814489

clirhudson@uittlesford.gov.uk

Peter Jones 813252
peter@lowerstreet.com
Janice Loughlin 812346

cliloughlin@uttlesford.gov.uk

Tudor Owen 812825
tudor@tudorowen.com

Ruth Rawlinson - V/Chairman 814222
ruthrawlinson@tiscali.co.uk

Jonathan Rich 813112
Jjoerichlaw@aol.com

John Salmon 814789

cllrsalmon@uittlesford.gov.uk

Geoffrey Sell - Chairman 815925
clirsell@uttlesford.gov.uk
Bill Stiles 813172
candbstiles@ltiscali.co.uk
Valerie Trundle 813433
privrt@btinternet.com
OTHER CONTACTS

Uttlesford District Council Members

Alan Dean Tel: 01279 813579
Email: clirdean@uttlesford.gov.uk

John Hudson Tel: 01279 814489
Email: clirhudson@uittlesford.gov.uk

John Salmon Tel: 01279 814789
Email: clirsalmon@uittlesford.gov.uk

Geoffrey Sell Tel: 01279 815925
Email: clirsell@uttlesford.gov.uk

Essex County Council Member
Ray Gooding Tel: 01279 813103
Email: clir.ray.gooding@essexcc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament

The Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP
House of Commons, London SW1A OAA
Tel: 0207 219 5214/Fax: 0207 219 5600
Email: haselhursta@parliament.uk

Police
Tel: 01279 812211

Tel: 0300 333 4444
Tel: 07801 461 666

PC Tom Bastendorff
Non-emergency number
PCSO’s (Stuart/Kelly)



Greve
Cettage
This month’s highlight was a visit to the London Aquarium.
On a very rainy day a coachload of our school age members
headed for Sealife. This is part of our plan to provide a day
out in every week of the school holidays. We organised six
day trips in 2010 and found that the parents were very grate-
ful for the respite break.

As the weather improves we hope to bnild a relationship with
Stansted Hall Cricket Club, We will begin with social visits
but we hope to get our members involved with the game
before long. The Club has offered to provide a coach with
experience of cricket for the disabled. Fingers crossed that
the members enjoy the experience and want to continue.

We enjoyed a visit from Professor Haskell. He is our patron
and was part of the small group who, 40 years ago, was
determined to provide facilities for people with learning dis-
ability. We recorded him reminiscing with Ulla Broe, who
at 90, is the only other survivor of the first group of parents.
1 was amazed how much has changed for the better in those
40 years.

Our nursery accepts children with learning disability from
the time they are diagnosed until they transfer to school at
five years of age. We follow the same Early Years Founda-
tion Stage as all other nurseries but we provide one-to-one
care from staff with many years experience of special needs.
Our nursery is equipped for special needs and our staff can
deal with the physical requirements often associated with
learning disability. Some parents choose to send their chil-
dren to mainstream nurseries while others prefer the special-
ist environment. Our approach offers parents a choice.

David Scott

MASSIVE SECOND-HAND BOOK SALE
FOR STOP STANSTED EXPANSION

Stop Stansted Expansion will be holding another giant sale of
good quality second-hand books at its Campaign
Office at the Old School House by the Four Ashes
Crossroads, Takeley, from 9.00am to 1.00pm on
=, Saturday 2nd April. Most of the books will be
| priced at 50p for paperbacks and £1 for hard-

) backs. More information is available from SSE on

870558 or info@stopstanstedexpansion.com.

Carol Barbone

MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

‘Restoring a Cotiage Garden’ was the subject of Mr Rodney
Tibbs’ talk for our March meeting. He opened the evening
by showing slides of Helen Allingham's idealistic water-
colours of typical English Cottage Gardens — roses and
honeysuckle growing over the door and up: the walls;
thatched bechives amongst mixed borders of colourful
flowers; vegetables for the kitchen growing throughout the
garden; and children playing and cottagers going about their
everyday chores. He then showed us photographs of his gar-
den when he moved into his cottage, which is near
Newmarket. “The closest thing it resembled was a bomb
site” - was how he described it!! Members were then intro-
duced to the ‘works’ of Albert, the previous owner. Albert
had lived in the cottage for over 60 years and had two pas-
sions — collecting sheds of every description, and concrete.
His many paths around the garden and house were built to
‘motorway standard’ with concrete feet thick instead of
inches!! Members were then shown a series of before and
after photographs, and learnt about his trials and tribulations
as work progressed over the 30 years he has lived there. The
final result - a cottage garden to be proud of - and hope for
anyone with a wildemmess to tame!

March Members’ Competition - A pot of spring flower-
ing bulbs
1st Jean Anderson 2nd Pat Barrett 3rd Pauline Oakes

Next Month’s Meeting

On Wednesday 6th April the Club will be holding its 2nd
Mini Spring Show — doors will open for exhibitors at 6.30pm
and all exhibits should be displayed by 7.45pm in order for
the AGM to start at 8.00pm. Entry is free and visitors are
welcome to come along fo look at the exhibits and join in the
AGM.

Future events:

‘Clematis throughout the year’ will be the subject of our 4th
May meeting when we will be welcoming Mr Roy Nunn to
the first meeting of the new 2011-12 Garden Club Season.
Visitors are very welcome to our meetings, entrance £2.50,
or why not join? Membership is £12.00 single or £20 double.

The Club will be holding 'An Evening of Flower Arrang-
ing' with Mr Nick Grounds at the Mountfitchet Mathematics
& Computing College on Wednesday 18th May. Entry is by
ticket only priced £6 (includes a glass of wine/juice) avail-
able from Chris Hope on 815007 or Maralyn Harris on
07919 478144 or at the next meeting,

Maralyn Harris
Chairman

CYRIL’S GARDENING TIPS

Last year several people commented on my pots of lilies and
asked me how I coped with the dreaded lily beetle, When the
lilies are growing quite strongly, ie 9-12", I use vine weevil
killer on them. Do not spray them but mix it as per instruc-
tions and water into the roots. From there it wiil be taken up
into the plant. In recent years 1 have not seen a lily
beetle.

Cyril Stoneham



q’est Control & Prevention\

H,0O Plants Environmental Services

i v" Ants, Bed Bugs

v" Bees, Cockroaches

v Fleas, Flies, Foxes

v' Mice, Moles, Moths

v" Pigeons, Rats, Rabbits
v" Squirrels, Wasps

Commercial and domestic works carried out
by fully trained, insured and discreet staff
www.h2oplants.co.uk

\Ofﬁce: 01279 216538 Mobile: 07958 304744)

4 H,0 Plants )

Environmental Services
Decking
Fencing
Irrigation

Jet Washing
Landscaping
Tree Surgery
Turfing

Weed Control
Lake, Pond & Water Features
Grounds / Estate maintenance

All staff are fully trained and insured

® P € & & & ¢ S ¢ ¢

Over 30 yrs experience

Commercial & Domestic customers welcome
CityZ¢  Office: 01279 216 538
Guilds Mobile: 07958 304 744
\Wﬁ www.h2oplants.co.uk

Do-It-4U
General Handyman
Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance

¢ Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
¢ Drain Blockages Cleared I
4 Gardens Tidied & Maintained

¢ Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped

¢ Fences Erected & Repaired

¢ Gutters Cleaned, Repaired or Replaced

¢ Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel 01279 814411 Mobile 07774 877320

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)

MOT Testing ~ Diesel & Catalyst

Selection of New & Used Cars
Accident Recovery Work
Welding & Chassis Repairs
Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre
Calor Gas Stockist

We help YOU the motorist by

e cheaper labour rate
» guaranteed workmanship
e free collection & delivery in local area

Familiar with most makes of vehicles
including four wheel drives

Please ring Malc or Neil on 012792 813315 or 815946

Stansted Dogs
Pet Services

www .stansteddogs.co.uk
#& Dog Walking # Sleepovers
& Day care # Puppy Socialising & care

& Other Pet services such as feeding and caring
for Cats, Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Fish etc.

e

Please contact Linda on

& 01279 812008

B 07786 253610 |
nda@stansteddogs.co,uk &

We can let the cat in and out, give fresh water &
food, clean the litter tray, pick up the post, water
the plants. Most of all give a wee pat to say we
care and you are always happy in your own home.

Fully vetted by the SGD to offer you the
highest standard of service. From initial
consultations through to implementation
of your design to create a unique,
creative and beautiful garden to suit you.

Based in Stansted Mountfitchet.

SOCIETY OF
— CARDEN
EEIE) DESIGNERS
RECIRTERED MEMBER

Callon 01279 647305
www.,antheaharrison.co.uk

For regular gardening advice follow us on:
www.twitter.com/DesignedGardens




St Mary’s CE Foundation
Primary School

Learning together we care, share and prepare

Tuesdays are lovely at St Mary’s as it is Music day! We start
first thing with the whole school in the hall, singing assembly
songs, fun songs and popular requests. The rest of the morn-
ing is accompanied by music of all sorts as each of the Key
Stage 2 classes each have a music lesson. In the afternoon it
is the turn of the younger children.

We also have the individual instrument teachers in on
Tuesday for piano and guitar, although you hear most of the
drumkit lessons! There is also a lunchtime music club as
well as a recorder group. The older children have been com-
posing music and recording it into a radio broadcast. The
younger children are rehearsing for a production on countries
around the world, Dance also comes into the curriculum.
We are lucky to have the guidance of Justine McMahon, a
parent and governor, who runs a dance club after school as
well as advising on productions and work in class involving
dance. We are already very proud of the standard of art in
the school and are equally pleased now that music and dance
are also quality elements of our curriculum.

The whole school were involved in Red Nose Day. Each
class planned a sponsored activity to raise funds, as well as a
cake sale, a non-uniform day, competitions and a “tnorf ot
keab’ (back to front) lunch. We have been active out in the
community recently. Congratulations to four of our Year 6
pupils who achieved places at the Sports Talent Camp. Also
to our School Council who represented the school so well at
the Pupil Voice Conference at the County High recently. If
you are new to the area and would like to have a look at our
school, please give us a ring on §12212 to arrange a visit.
See also www.st-marys-stansted-essex-sch-uk.ik.org.

Christine Tonkins
Headteacher
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RAINBOW

Regiztarad hanity Nor 1004980.

Yet another busy month for the children at Rainbow — we
have recently been reading the story of 'Handa’s Surprise’,
about a lady who takes a basket of fruits to her friend Akeyo
and wonders which fruit Akeyo will like best. The children
have been comparing hot and cold countries and looking at
the different ways people dress. We have been counting and
trying the different fruits and have enhanced the experience
by having a fruit and vegetable shop in the role play area.
From 2.00pm-4.00pm on Sunday 10th April in St John’s
Hall, Rainbow is holding a party in honour of the Royal
Wedding. It is for children between 2 and 7 years and will
include games, story telling, a raffle, a fancy dress parade
(with prizes for the best outfits) and a party tea. For more
information email admin@rainbowpreschool.net.

The move to new premises is going ahead but the build is
progressing slowly and Rainbow is not likely to receive all
the funding we had been promised by the Government. Much
of the finishing cost will need to be provided from Pre-
school resources. For this reason we’re very grateful for any
Tesco or Sainsbury’s vouchers which will enable us to buy
vital equipment. Don’t forget to pick yours up with your
weekly shop! Places for September 2012 are filling up fast. If
you have a child who would like to attend Rainbow please
put his or her name down as soon as possible (even if only a
few months old!). We welcome visits to pre-school — please
see our website at www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk for
more details.

Katherine Aiken
Tel: 813110

1st STANSTED BROWNIES

We have a lively group of 26 girls at 1st Stansted Brownies,
13 having been newly enrolled in the last four months. We
are having a fun filled year having started off with a visit
from Kelly Roberts our Community Police Officer, to talk
about road safety. After completing set tasks following
Kelly’s visit, the Brownies all achieved their Road Safety
Badge. February saw the Chinese New Year of the Rabbit
and we celebrated by making paper fans and origami rabbits.
We also had relay races holding sweets between chopsticks!
Heart baskets and crispy cakes were made for Valentines
Day, pancake races rum, beans planted and cards and gifts
made for Mothers Day. The Brownies are well on their way
to achieving their Number Skills badge and we are now look-
ing forward to an exciting Brownie Pack Holiday over the
Easter weekend. Lots of indoor and outdoor activities are
planned but be warned Brownies — you will also be laying
tables, tidying, washing up and cooking!!

Sandra Wesley
Assistant Leader



STANSTED CARPETS

CHAPEL HILL Carpet Fitter

EST. 1969 Carpets & Soft Flooring
CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CURTAINS . tation ol "
CURTAIN FABRICS Or a quotation please ca

ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN BLINDS
FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROIMPT SERVICE
Call Peter on 01279-812019
E-mail: stanstedcarpets@hotmail.com
www.stanstedcarpets.com
CARPET CLEANER HIRE

Ken Cabourn
Tel: 01279 815122
Mob: 07799 146181

Fabrications Kate Harrisorn

is the local company for all soft furnishings, CURTAINS, PELMETS, BLINDS,
made from our fabrics or your own. CUSHIONS of all SORTS, BED COVERS,
Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied. VALANCES - ALL MADE TO MEASURE
| can supply fabrics, trimmings, tracks & other accessories.
For free advice and measuring service call Please call for my free advice and measuring service.

Tel / Fax 01279 777452
email: kateharrison_1@yahoo.co.uk

Sue 01279 777466 or <Barol 01279 777480

Stressed? Worried?

Lack confidence or energy?
Want to stop smoking?

pr int ShOp ,With Get help with the changes ¥ou want in your

‘Yburlocal

: life with Hypnotherapy, NLP and Coaching
parklng! or take the Eightening Process training.

Where bright ideas are realised! Contact Ursula, your local practitioner on 07734 509 258

Tel: 01279 657768 Fax: 01279 503151 or e-mail ursulacapell@me.com to find out more or book an appointment.

g Emaif: drew@copyzone.co.uk Web: www.copyzone. ca.uk " . )
Uit 3 Southmill Trading Centre, Southmil Road,Bishop's Stortford Herls, CM23 30Y Also available, Reflexology foot massage at Faney Fingers, Silver Street, Stansted.

DO YOU USE YOUR CHIMNEY ?

DID YOU KNOW CHIMNEYS AND FLUES MUST BE
SWEPT ANNUALLY?
UK Fire statistics show that every year
31,000 houses haye chimney fires.
This is largely due to infrequent sweeping
CALL US NOW
Phone: 01245 601174 Mobile: 07703 057979

OrionHeating.co.uk
Woodb ing Stove & Cooker shop in Stansted

Quality seasoned wood
& solid fuel held in stock

Economical and
sustainable heating

Local network of HETAS
installers

S ove sizes & designs to suit all Stansted homes

701279 813591 2> Cambridge Road

www.chelmerchimneys.co.uk

Gardening Services & So Much More... Herts & Essex Window Doctor
Friendly Family Run Business
* Most Aspects of Garden Work Repaired or replaced:
* Grass Cutting / I:"ressure Washing v Locks, Hinges & Handles
e General Decorating v Patic Doors
* Letter Writing / Proof Reading . . ¥ Windows & Double Glazing
» Any tasks considered — try me! I ' ‘
Call Nigel on 816324 or 07769 274610
No job too small, call me today. Email: nijillpark@aol.com
GILL OWEN : 07903 375225 or 01279 814616 No Call Out Charge

24



Stansted
Evening
Women’s Institute

Karen Adams came along and brightened np a dull wet
Febiuary evening for us, with her talk entitled 'Artistic
Inspiration’. Karen spent most of her childhood in Manuden,
and is a lover of the local countryside, which originally
inspired her method of using different materials in her art-
work. She swept into the hall, covered the floor with white
dustsheets, erected a couple of easels and covered a large
table with very large pots of paint. We were quite expecting
her to paint the hall for us before she started! Having done
‘A level art at school she became a student at the Regency
Academy of Fine Arts where she took domestic and commer-
cial design. A serious illness changed her life so that she was
bedridden for some time and began experimenting in differ-
ent techniques for producing pictures using scraps of paper,
string and fabrics and building up pictures layer upon layer.
She demonstrated this technique to us and passed around the
various ordinary items she uses to such great effect. Two
contrasting pictures were displayed at the end, which were
absolutely lovely. Each piece of work takes about five weeks
to complete and can be abstract or representational - her first
efforts were of old properties in Manuden which sold
instantly to their owners. It is, she says, like ceramic on can-
vas but framed and mounted and she has had her work exhib-
ited quite widely including the Royal Academy.

We hope to take part in the Saffron Walden Festival in July,
which has classes for many crafis, cookery, photography and
art - though we don't expect to come up to Karen's standard.
Our rather special WI tablecloth, which was completed in
1970, will be on display with others from institutes in the
area. Several of our local WIs are celebrating their 90th anni-
versary, which makes our 50 years seem quite young, but I
don't think many of them have founder members! We have
seven members attending the County AGM in Colchester,
when the speaker will be Lady Antonia Fraser who will be
telling us of her life with Harold Pinter, which should prove
interesting. We are putting in two tables for the St Clare
Hospice Quiz Evening, as several of our members are fund-
raisers for this organisation which does such a great service
to so many people in this part of Essex. Looking ahead and
hoping for fine weather we will be organising a tea-party on
8th June in St John's Hall and hopefully outside as well, to
meet with other members of our Group of Institutes, Our
April meeting is at 7.45pm on Thursday 14th in St John’s
Hall, and as our booked speaker can no longer come, join us
to find out who can, or look on the village notice boards!

Judy Colliver
President

U3A MAH JONG PLAYERS WANTED

Stansted U3A Mah Jong group are looking for more players
to join them. Experience unnecessary, enthusiasm is all
that’s required. Interested? Contact: Eileen Greer 865087,

Bridget Gott
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Nature Notes

In the tall trees above the station in Stansted there was 2
flurry of activity in early March. The rooks were starting to
build their nests again, using sticks and soil and lining them
with roots, leaves and moss. The materials are brought by the
male birds to the females which then construct the nests. By
the time you are reading this there may well be 15-20 nests.
This local rookery is quite small; the largest ones can consist
of several thousand pairs. Rooks belong to the crow or
corvidae family which is generally thought to be the most
highly developed of all bird families.

They are far more intelligent than most other birds. In
Stansted and the surrounding area we have five members of
this family: rooks, crows, jays, magpies and jackdaws.
Crows and rooks eat grain and the rooks also particularly like
leather jackets and other insects. Jays will bury acorns and
sometimes beechnuts and berries underground for use in
winter. Most of these birds, especially jays, magpies and
jackdaws, will take eggs and young birds from nests, and
crows too will rob nests. This latter bird is also known as the
carrion crow because of its habit of feeding on dead animals
such as rabbits. Magpies too are often seen feeding on ani-
mals that have been run over. As well as during the nesting
season, rooks tend to be socially close throughout the year
and fly about in large flocks. During winter they are joined
by crows, jackdaws and starlings to form mixed flocks forag-
ing on farmland. Rooks can be distinguished from crows on
the ground by the pale grey area around the base of the bill
(this area is black in crows) and by their thickly feathered
thighs. In flight their wingbeats are faster than those of
crows. As a matter of interest, the collective noun for a large
group of crows is a murder, for a large number of rooks a
parliament, and for a group of magpies a tiding.

Rosina Kirkwood
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Please support our advertisers
and mention that you saw their advert
in the ‘Link’.
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ADULT COMMUNITY ﬁ ' STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET
LEARNING STANSTED ccocontyoon| 1 SOCIAL CLUB
' NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Learn something new for Spring 2011 : Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere
Courses available at the Peter Kirk Centre o ¢ Children’s Room
» Computers for Beginners and Improvers : : * Dropddwn TV
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« French ' # 3 Full Size Snooker Tables
= Food Safety 3 .
e Alexander technique [ . )
. . ' ¢ (aming machines
Pick up a new course dlrectm_'y from the : + Jukebox & Live Entertainment
centre or from Stansted Library
" + Raffles and Bingo
To ensure your place ring us on ' DRINKS AT LOW PRICES
813319 or 427711 quoting ‘Stansted Link’ : Why wait? Apply now!
or visit www.essex.gov.uk/adultlearning 3 Membership forms from the club in Lower Street
4 . 5
Two new Ofsted registered childminders with L1 e Parties for Children aged
full / part-time vacancies 2 - 11 years
Come & make yummy recipes, explare new flavours &
learn about food through games & experiments!
Weekly classes for 2-4yrs olds.
For more information call Monthly workshops for school children aged 4-11yrs.
Charlie I:;o;ge or Helen ?cott For more information call Jane: 07796 270068
01279 81424 01279 815098 www . kiddycook.co.uk stansted@kiddycook.co.uk
| or 07595177136 or 07929 217625
LAN ONE COMPUTERS Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business
f} ) Unit 2 Rear Of DON'T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, | CAN VISIT
P 16 Cambridge Road YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS
¥ 1% Stansted OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.
Essex CM24 8BZ Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &
Phone 01279 816116 Protection, New PC Setup & Training
Email: info@lanone.co.uk Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 2838749
Your Local Computer Accessory & Repair Shop Email: info@tcsstansted.co.uk

LOCATED I THE RURAL OUTSIIRTS
OF (0.0 HaRLOW, Sailt MICHULAS
HAS BEEN EDUCATING CHILDEEN
TOR OVER 70 YEARS. PROVIDING A
PIRECIE & BISTINGTIVE PLACE TO
LEARN & DFEVELSI:

INDEPENDENT DY SCHQ@L

FOR GIRLS & BOYS
AGED 4 16 YEARS

= DT FAMDINIG FACHLITIES FOR
LEARMING, SPORTS S ARTS

~ SPALL FOCUSSID CLASS SI2ES

- PRIOVEN EXCELLENGCE IN BESULTS

= BROAD & BALANCED CURRICULLIS

» DUTESTANDING PASTORAL CARE

TOr ORDER A PROSPIECTUS, ARRAMNGT A
TASTER DAY OR PRIVATE TO4H, PERASE
CORNEACT OUR ADMISSIONS SECRETARY,
JULIE BRADILEY OiN 01279 429 910 OR
ADMISSION S S NTRICHOLASSCHOOLMEY

WL SATMTRICHOLASSUHOOLNET
EAINT NECHOLAS 3CHOOL, HORRY
CROSE ROGAD, OLD HaREOW, CMIT Ong§
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ROTARY CLUB OF
STANSTED STORT VALLEY

Our programme in February included hearing from three
truly inspirational leaders, working in different sectors of our
local society but all making an exceptional contribution that
we should celebrate. Dr Chris Ingate, Head of Birchwood
High School, highly sceptical of fashionable dogma, has
transformed his school during his six-year tenure and strives
to equip his pupils to cope in a competitive world. Robert
Purcell has been Chief Executive of East Herts YMCA, also
for six years, and has brought energy and a new professional-
ism to the YMCA in Bishop’s Stortford. They not only have
a new purpose-built facility offering supported housing and
emergency short term accommodation, but have developed
practical personal development programmes and provide
IAG (information, advice and guidance) for career and edu-
cational development for some of the most needy in our
society, David Brown has been a member of Stansted Hall
and Elsenham Cricket Club for 55 years, and having nearly
hung up his boots, now concentrates on the development of
junior cricket at the Club. The programme is integrated into
the imaginative and progressive development of junior
cricket at county and national level. Significantly this pro-
gramme carries on through the whole year and encourages
the full participation of girls. The photo shows David receiv-
ing the cheque for £500 from President Allan Dick.

The cheque was the first to be presented from our Christmas
fund-raising programme; in all £5,350 has been set aside and
will be distributed during the next few weeks. All organisa-
tions who will receive a donation and all those who applied
to the invitation in the Stansted 'Link’' will now have been
contacted. There were many organisations we wished to
support and we hope that, where we were able, our donations
help with the good work being done.

On 8th March we held our annual Business Dinner at the
Weston Business Centre for members, partuers and friends as
well as a good contingent from the local business community
and Grove Cottage. This is another of our major fundraising
events which lan Robertson, the popular BBC Rugby com-
mentator, made into a truly fantastic evening. Ian took
charge of the auction and with an outstandingly informative
and amusing line of patter persuaded guests to part with an
amazing amount of money for charity. He also brought
along his own items for auction. Having got his audience
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well warmed up, Ian then delivered a talk, which had guests’
chuckle muscles in spasm. Rotarian Nigel Dobie, in thank-
ing Ian said, “Over the 29 years the event has been held, this
was the best”. The event raised about £7,000 of which a sig-
nificant element will go to Grove Cottage and some to lan’s
charity, the Alastair Hignell MS Fund. The photo shows Ian
Robertson explaining auction items being beautifully dis-
played while President Allan Dick and Rotarian Earl, the
organiser of the event look on.

Peter Latham
Tel: 507294
Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

STANSTED LITERATURE GROUP
BOOK REVIEW

H G Wells

We have recently been studying the work and life of H G
Wells, well known for his novels in the science fiction genre
ie “The War of the Worlds’. He was also a first class writer
of comedy, as we found when we read “The History of Mr
Polly’.

The History of Mr Polly written in 1910

Alfred Polly is a timid, unambitious man forever on a search
for love and happiness. As a young man he works in a
draper’s shop and spends most of his time reading about gal-
lant knights rescuing ‘damsels in distress’. He is eventually
sacked for far too much daydreaming. He appears unable to
find another job but his father dies and leaves him a large
inheritance. At his father’s funeral he meets his future wife,
cousin Miriam. He somehow, and quite comically, manages
to find himself married to Miriam, although he does not love
her. He is looking for romance! Mr Polly, at Miriam’s nag-
ging insistence, buys a shop, which fails as well as his mar-
riage, and eventually decides that enough is enough. He
leaves it all behind and off he goes on his bicycle to free-
dom, on through the country lanes seeking romance. He
ends up eventually at the Potwell Inn situated in the country
near the river, where the comfortable landlady, we never
learn her name, offers him work. The plot continues with
many twists and turns.

Wells put much of himself into this short book and the result
is masterly. It is packed full of symbolism, comedy, ele-
ments of farce and pathos. It is such a good piece of litera-
ture that it has never been out of print, and is well worth
reading, or even re-reading.

Mary Warnett



Stansted Electric

From fitting a light ...... fo a complete rewire

Partial or Full Domestic Electrical Inspections.
Replacement Fuse Boxes. Handyman Services.
Cookers, Hobs, Ovens and Showers installed.

For a Free Estimate

Phone Jim on 07921 908214

Telephone: 01279 816329
Email: enquiries@stanstedelectric.co.uk
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ALBURY ELECTRICAL SERVICES

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS Est 1984

All Electrical Installations
Electrical Inspection, Testing & Certification
of fixed wiring & portable appliances
NICEIC APPROVED. ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
Tel: 01279 771510 or 01279 652588
info@alburyelectricalservices.co.uk
www.alburyelectricalservices.co.uk

GILLSON CARPENTRY & JOINERY

First & second fix carpentry
Site & bench joinery
Extensions & building projects
Kitchens

Wooden flooring

Decking design & construction

Office 01279 812101 : _
No job too big or teo small

Mobile 07525 061661

Email; gillsoncarpentry@btinternet.com

JONES & CO

Plumbing and Heating Engineers
Installation and Maintenance
Boiler and Cylinder Replacements
Bathrooms ~ Gas and Oil Services
Please contact David Jones
Tel 01279 815877 Mokile 07860 213760
Email a’jonesco@ta”eta”e. net

Need a local, reliable friendly Electrician?
Al Electrical work undertaken inclading:
Full and part re-wires, Maintenance and repairs,
Fuse bosrd and sarthing upgrades,
Electrical Inspection, testing and cectification, PAT testing
Security lighting / Garden lighting, power and ponds,
Gardan decking laid and lights instaliad

Call Mark for 2 free estimate ,
07794159548 7 01279 B14213 AR ——
¢ DOEESTE 7 3
e |

A BETTER AERIAL
Vé{ﬁ

SIGITAL AERIALS
FM/DAB AERIALS
SKY 1TV REPAIRS
FREE ESTIMATES
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0800 0437251
0798 0817281
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| Plumbing * Heating * Electrical

MEWMAN'S ¢

Lot

Kitchens * Cloakrooms * Bathrooms * Showers

Tel/Fax: 01279 814437 Mobile: 07831 233681

BAIRAY IHEPLUMBER

Need a reliable Plumber or Tiler?
.~call RAY 07957 3234684

Efficient service
Reasonatle rates

Clry and Guilds £129 & Gold Teowsl

STEVE KING

STANSTED GAS SERVICES
07956 855328 01279 817581

Servicing, Breakdown and Repair to
Gas Central Heating and appliances.
Installation of Bathrooms and Showers
Gas Safe Registered. Ex - British Gas
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JP Tiling
Wall and Floor Tiler

All types of tiling undertaken including:
Ceramic, Porcelain, Natural Stone,
Under floor Heating.
Bathrooms, Wet rooms, Kitchens

Contact Jon Pichel 01279 815117 / 07846 760393
Email: jon.pichel@btinternet.com
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Wizard of Oz is a real ding-dong knockout

As an anthem of anti-establishment rebellion, Ding Dong
The Witch is Dead has to be up there with the likes of Anar-
chy in the UK, Fight The Power and White Riot. It was given
an appropriately riotous airing recently in Mountfitchet
Mathematics and Computing College’s hugely enjoyable
production of The Wizard of Oz. The ragged glory of that
standout number was maintained throughout the show, per-
formed with a relentless energy impossible not to admire.
Among the stars of the proceedings was Jack Clements, who
gave a convineingly unthinged interpretation of the Wicked
Witch of the West, barking his lines like an escapee from an
insane asylum and always ready with a deranged cackle.
Alex Ross, who played the Lion, is clearly blessed with won-
derful comic timing and Megan Langer had all the vulnera-
bility and wide-eyed innocence you would look for in a good
Dorothy. The large cast had been well rehearsed and there
was not a fluffed line to be heard. The American South
accents were also impressive. The sets were beautifully
designed, the backdrop was stunning and it is always great to
have a live band belting out the tunes rather than making do
with a recording of the soundtrack. Yes, the occasional note
was missed, but these rough edges were lost in the overall
intoxicating rush of the show. This was a committed, rabble-
rousing production with a whole lot of heart and a bucketful

of soul.
Toby Allanson

Reality Readshow
On Friday 4th March the Uttlesford Reality Roadshow team
came to MMCC for their annual event. They ran a number
of workshops aimed at Year 9 students. In the morning they
covered citizenship issues which included alcohol and sub-
stance misuse, the dangers of smoking and how to spot signs
of a stroke, law and antisocial behaviour, road safety, sexual
health and internet safety. During the afternoon the Fire
Service gave a talk about fire safety. All the students enjoyed
the day and learnt important information. The leaders of the
workshops also praised the students for their input and
general behaviour during the day.
Mrs J Pacey
Student Manager

1 thoroughly enjoyed The Wizard of Oz. Dorothy, experily
played by Megan Langer, was swept away to a magical land
in a tornado and embarked on a quest to find the Wizard,
who would help her to return home. On the journey, Dorothy
encountered the Wicked Witch of the West and in Jack
Clements, she could not have found a more wicked witch!
The role of Tinman was played very well by Georgia King,
the Scarecrow by Hayden Tierney, and the Cowardly Lion
by Alex Ross in a wonderfully cowardly way! Lewis
Macdonald was a really wizard Wizard, and these stars were
well supported by a large and very good chorus. The show
was produced by Miss Carlie Beard and her natural enthusi-
asm shone through in the whole of the cast. I cannot wait to
see what is planned for 2012. Well done to everyone
involved in the Wizard of Oz!

Malcolm Lioyd

Governor
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Annual General Meeting

The AGM took place on Tuesday 15th February. Martyn
Taplin stepped down as Treasurer and Sarah Hollis was
elected to take over the role. Michaela Bitten has also
resigned and Antony Dynamou was elected as a general
member. The new Committee are keen to encourage mem-
bers to become “Friends of the Committee’. This would be
ideal for those who do not wish to actually join the Commit-
tee, but who would be prepared to offer assistance in a vari-
ety of ways when called upon. If you would like to be added
to the growing list, please email

chris hollis2@btinternet.com

Ladies' Night
The next Ladies' Night will be 7.00pm-10.00pm on Monday
1 1th April. All are welcome!

Coaching

If you are interested in finding out more about coaching at
Stansted Tennis Club, please contact either Chris Hollis
(319155) or Martyn Taplin (Monday night adult coaching
session) (816386). Chris is currently trying to organise a
group for younger children (Reception /Year 1 and Year 2).
There are also vacancies for the following groups:

Monday 4.30pm-5.45pm - Girls' Match Practice session.
Monday 5.45pm-6.15pm - Year 5/6- Boys.

Thursday 4.30-5,00pm - Years 3/4 - Mixed.

Thursday 5.00pm-5.30pm - Years 2/3 - Mixed.

Please give Chris a call if you are interested in any of these
groups.

Used tennis balls
Used tennis balls can be purchased for £1 per tube of four -
choose your own! Please contact Jan Hollis on 812073.

Club Playing Sessions

Members are encouraged to attend these open sessions:
‘Wednesday from 9.00am and 6.00pm

Friday from 9.30am. Sunday from 10.00am

Contacts
Richard Mott (Secretary) 466348, Janet Hollis (Chairman)
812073, Daphne Lunnon (Membership Secretary) 817574.

Chris Hollis

Professional Computer Support

Eugene Barnardt
Manoging Director

+44 (0) 7703 103 969
eugene@helpdesk4u.co.0k
wivw.helpdesicdn.co.uk



GET THE MOST OUT OF UIFE |
Clinical Hypnotherapy

e One session help with
smoking therapy plus
support

* Weight & Eating

Confidence ~ Exams
Stress ~ Anxiety
Phobias ~ OCDs

Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Relationships
and much more
and muchmore. ..

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,
Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.comJ
b

Stansted
Psychotherapy

Counselling
Psychotherapy
Life Coaching
Resolve your issues

Create a better future
Start whenever you're ready

Sian Lloyd MBA Dip.NLPt
NLPHCA Accredited
UKCP Reg. Psychotherapist

Contact: 01279 817976
sian@stanstedpsychotherapy,com

HEARING HELP
UTTLESFORD

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids

at
Stansted Day Cenire
2-4pm

on the last Tuesday
of every month
For more information ring
01799 599790
(9 om - 5 pm)
Registered Charity No. 289280

[ o h
RAINBOW
PHE-SEHODE
Bk Doy He TR
St John's Road,

Stansted, CM24 BJP
www.rainbawpreschool .net
Welcome Children

Aged 2% to rising 5's
Experienced Friendly Staff
‘A happy place to learn’

‘The children engage in a good
range of purposeful learning and
play activities' (OFSTED)

For further information, please
call 07966 506997 or contact
Gill Pursglove on 01279 814701

High House Nursery

¢ (Children from 3 months to 5 years
¢+ Highly qualified experienced teachers
+  Emphasis on creativity and
cognitive development
¢ Established since 1985
¢ Family run nursery
¢ Beautiful surroundings, set in 2 acres
¢ Excellent Ofsted report
¢ Walking distance to Stansted airport

G EOg,
B Tero1279
MONTESSOR 870898

www.highhousenursery.co.uk

J
Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

¢ Extensions

+ Kitchens

¢ Doors & Locks

¢ Windows

+* Bespoke joinery
¢ Summer Houses
* Decking

¢ Soundproofing

Fully insured and
Guaranteed

Nick Whitaker

Tel: 01279 813690
Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@lJive.co.uk

Crystal Clear
Pond Services

Pond Cleaning &
Maintenance

Regular cleaning, maintenance.
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment

Pond Cleaning

Pond Restoration

Water Features

Pond Supplies

For a clean and healthy
pond all year round.
Free estimates & quotes

01279 812011
07999 536580

www.crystalclearponds.co.uk
info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS
Daved
Wene's
Garage

SERVICING

REPAIRS

Bentfield Road Stansted
TEL: 01279 812686
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CHRIS OSBORN
BRICKWORK &
GROUNDWORKS

L [ I [ 1 1]
I I

Extensions & Conservatories
Property Improvements &
Structural Changes
Garden Walls & Patios
Flint Work & Traditional Lime
Mortars

T: 012792 850703
M: 07515 284238

EMAIL, :
chris_m_osborn@yahoo.co.uk




P ® .
The National Childbirth Trust

' Supporting yots to be the parent
you want to be

As Twrite this the sun is shining and Spring has sprung! Bril-
liant news for the outside activities we have planned this month
- our monthly Forest Walk and our Easter Egg Hunt. Our
monthly Tea and Toys group will have Usbourne books visit-
ing, so while the children are playing you can browse the
books they have on offer! Our messy play in March was a
great success, plenty of sticking, painting and junk modelling
using recycling boxes, all held in St John's Church so no
hoovering glitter up for days afterwards! All our events are for
members and non-members so please let me know if you have
any ideas regarding local activities that you would like to see
held for your children. We try to have a variety of events to
suit all ages and are open to new suggestions. In fact why don't
you come along to our social branch meeting, a relaxed soci-
able affair where we discuss the diary sheet and enjoy time
together without the children?

Fancy a friendly chat and some new playmates? Why not pop
along to one of our coffee momings, which are informal gath-
erings held in members” homes. Each age group is individu-
ally tailored for; Bumps and Babes, Toddlers and Pre-school.
We would love to meet you and it is a great way of making
new friends. Contact me for details of our weekly events.

Additional events being held this month

Friday 1st April 10.30am-11.30am St John's Hall

Tea and Toys with Usbourne Books £2 per family. For all Pre-
schoolers and Pregnant Mums.

Wednesday 6th April 8.00pm Social Branch Meeting. Contact
Corrina 817106. For all Mums and Dads.

Saturday 16th April Bishops Stortford Cinema Trip

meet 9.00am at the entrance. For all ages.
Wednesday 20th April Easter Egg Hunt
Linnets Wood, Ugley. Contact Jane 812180,
For all ages. 3
Tuesday 26th April Hatfield Forest Walk. Meet at main
entrance car park af 11.00am.

Anna Sedgbeer
Tel: 812257
B}
it Huwlohnson
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epp

We started back to club by celebrating Joanne’s birthday with a
disco by Garry. We are delighted he has recovered from his
illness as we always enjoy his discos and quizzes. One thing
all our members enjoy is eating out especially if we go to the
Chequers, which we did recently, and all our plates of sausage
and mash were returned empty! We would have gone bowling
in Bishop’s Stortford but unfortunately this has closed and we
have lost one of our most popular outings. The Mountfitchet
Maths and Computing College have chosen the Club as this
year’s charity, and we are very grateful for their support, espe-
cially as this means some of the pupils will visit the Club. We
will need some new young helpers from September as our
present team are moving on to higher education.

Marion Johnson
Tel:812284
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STANSTED
BOWLING
oy ey cLue

If you have never bowled before NOW is the time 1o
learn — join Stansted Bowling Club. Bowls truly is the
sport for all - all ages, all sexes and all abilities. It’s a
game that takes a few minutes to learn and the rest of your
bowling carcer to master! Bowls is a relatively cheap
game compared to other sports. All you will need to start
is a pair of flat-soled shoes, grey trousers/skirt and a white
top. The Club has a selection of bowls for you to use until
you are confident enough to buy a set of your own. The
rules of the game are simple and can be played by anyone,
It is played on a square of closely cut grass called 'the
green', which is divided into playing areas called rinks.
Players take turns to deliver their bowls from a mat at one
end of the rink towards a small white ball called the jack at
the other end. The bowls are shaped so that they take a
corved path towards the jack. To be successful, the bowl
must be delivered with the correct weight, along the cor-
rect line. The object is to get one or more of your bowls
closer to the jack than those of your opponents; one point
is scored for each counting bowl. It might sound easy, but
the fact that the bowls do not travel in a straight line seri-
ously adds to fun and the factical challenge. In addition to
the sheer enjoyment of the game, bowls will help keep you
healthy. It is great anaerobic exercise for your joints, mus-
cles, tendons and ligaments. For example, in an average
game you will bend 42 times, walk approximately 1380
yards, swing your arm some 40 times to deliver a bowl
weight about three pounds.

However, just as important is the social aspect of the
game. We pride ourselves on the friendliness of our Club
which is located in Recreation Ground just off Chapel Hill
where we have an excellent Clubhouse and well stocked
bar, There you will always find a warm affable welcome.
The club has a lively ladies section with their own games
and competitions as well as, of course, playing in joint
Club games. So why not come along and try your hand?
We are holding a full beginners week for new members
from Sunday 1st May - for full details phone our Club
Captain Derek on 816144 or Vice Captain John on 815036
or Ladies Captain Margaret on 814359 or Secretary
Edward on 816932.

STANSTED BOWLING CLUB
‘What a great way to start the summer’

+ BritishRedCross

RED CROSS WEEK
1st to 8th May

There will be door-to-door collections in Stansted during
this week as part of the annual fundraising event. The Red
Cross helps people in crisis, wherever and whoever they
are, both in the UK and abroad. Your support for these
collections will be really appreciated. For any further
enquiries please contact me.

Christine Stiles

Tel: 813172



Naturalfamilyhealth.org.uk
Jan Rickwood

Lower Street Clinic 36 Lower St

Stansted Essex CM24 8LP Home opathy
01279 815907 Aromatherapy
07889 375200 Baby Massage

jan.rickwood@btinternet.com

Fancy Fingers

Nail and Beauty Studio

your first treatment with this advert

Visit us on
www.fancyfingers.co.uk

52a Silver Street, Stansted CM24 8HD
Tel 01279 647646

CARERS u«

Uttlesford District Branch

“Caring about the Carer”

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill
on 2:d Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesford@carers.entadsl.com

Registered Charity No. 246329

Reflexology and
Maternity Reflexology

Stress and tension, back pain, sleep problems, migraine,
digestive disorders, hormonal imbalances, fertility and
pregnancy discomforts can all benefit from reflexclogy.

Enjoy a relaxing treatment while maximising your well-being

For information, appointments and gift vouchers call
Sally Thorp 01279812277 in Stansted
sally@sole-reflexions.com

Luxury Toilet Hire UK Ltd

Toilet trailers

Luxury and Party Range
single event portable and
disabled units available for
hire.

Visit www.luxurytoilethireltd.co.uk
orcall 01279 504638

THE

POCKNELL FOOD & CATERING C¢

B Pocknell Food can cater for almost any occasion,
| Whelher it be st g venue or in your own Home we
can offer a flexible high guality servige.

Please call fo discuss your svert or visit
wivw, posknedfood.co.uk

01278 816 215 or 07875381 701

emall: ollv@pocknelifood co.uk

sgley Village H, L

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, Ugley Village Hall on the B1383
(Cambridge Road), is available for hire throughout the
year for children’s parties, adult parties (over 25s),
functions, clubs, classes and social meetings.

For boakings or further information please contact Susan Bone
Tel: 01279 814052/Email: ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com
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FAMILY NEWS
13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB
Wide Range of NEWSPAPERS and MAGAZINES
GET IT DELIVERED AT YOUR DOOR STEP

Foreign Language Newspapers and Magazines
(Irish, Spanish, Polish, German, Italian etc) also available

We deliver 7 days a week
Please call us for more information on 813485

OPEN: Mon - Sat 5am - 5.30pm; Sun 5am - 1.30pm

CHOCOLATES FOR
HOCOHOLICS
Fundraising
Birthdays

Gluten Free
Diabetic

Christmas
Halloween
Weddings Corporate Nut Free
Valentines  Mother's Day Easter
Nikki Westwood 01279 771867
Email thechocolatelady@tiscali.co.uk
www.chocolate-parties.com

|

N

[ French Holiday Cottage

A real gem located in the heart of the
Languedoc Cathar country between
Carcassonne and Beziers

Sleeps 4 — 6
Please call for more details
Philippa 07967 655796 or Kevin 07707 995030
\_ www.itsamaison.eu

J




SKYWATCH

A monthly look at an aspect
of the night sky

A Journey into Space

Please read your Space Ship Brochure thoroughly. Your
vehicle will need to be absolutely airtight and don’t forget to
take enough air for all of you. In fact, just take oxygen
because you will have over five times the amount of oxygen
in the air. You will also need filters to absorb the carbon
dioxide from your breath. Water and food are also advised.
Toilet facilities are basic and suction based, as you will be in
a gravity-free environment. Your spacecraft has now been
filled with two tanks: one full of liquid oxygen (this is sepa-
rate from the earlier oxygen) and the other the fuel, a very
refined form of paraftin, So now you are almost ready; just a
glance to make sure that the weather’s good and press the
button. The ship starts to vibrate more and continues as the
engines take about eight seconds to get to full power. Then
you are released and you begin to rise. The capsule is shak-
ing and you can feel the pressure on your body as the rocket
accelerates. After just a few minutes you glance out of the
window and you see it’s getting dark. It isn’t night time but
you are now higher than the atmosphere.

Suddenly there is a jolt as the largest engines and fuel tanks
automatically break off because they are very heavy, empty
and of no further use. Though still accelerating, under the
power of smaller rockets you gratefully lose some of the
pressure on your chest. 135 minutes or so after lift off, it sud-
denly goes quiet: all engines have stopped and you are.coast-
ing at-around 17,500 miles an hour. Anything slower and you
will return to Earth, anything faster and you will wander off
forever. You are allowed to float out of your seats and grab
one of the many handles. You float to the windows, but
wherever you look, there is no sign of the space station. Have
we gone the wrong way? No. but you have to approach the
station very slowly; that can take two or three days, then you
have to position your ship to dock and that can take several
hours and several goes. But once docked and air tight, you
will be assured of a warm welcome and a tube of tea or cof-
fee. We hope you enjoy your stay on the Intemmational Space
Station!!

Martin West

STANSTED DAY CENTRE

Beginner's IT Lessons at The Day Centre have proved very
popular, The lessons are one to one and you do not need
your own computer, Ongoing computer access is offered for
anyone who wants to use it regularly for Internet shopping
etc. If you're interested in giving it a go, give us a ring at the
number below to find out more. The Day Centre is now
available for some private functions and as always it is avail-
able for group lettings, spacious hall, office and well fitted
kitchen available. Great location at the centre of the village
(top of Chapel Hill). Coming soon to The Day Centre: fish
and chip lunches. Bookings will be taken in advance, watch
this space! For further information on what your local com-
munity centre has to offer, please contact me.

Kat Lupton
Manager
Tel: 815091/ 812144
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Stansted
Cricket
Club

Our NatWest Cricket Force Working Party day is being held
from 10am—4pm on Sunday 27th March. All members are
encouraged to attend wearing clothes suitable for outdoor
work (eg digging, mowing, pruning, etc.). The home fixtures
for the first two weekends of the new season are:

Sat 30th April  2and XI v Little Bardfield 1.30pm
Sat 7thMay  1st XIv Hockerill 1 1.30pm
Sun 8thMay  Sun XI v Epping Foresters 2.30pm

The junior section will be running both U12 and U15 teams
this year with some U13 fixtures. We are actively seeking
new members to join these teams and will welcome any new-
comers to our training evenings. Please contact Keith Ayres
on 814471 or 07768 023830 for more information on train-
ing evenings and start times. If anyone wishes to join the
club, would seniors please contact David Hedge (812509)
and juniors contact Keith Ayres (814471).

David Hedge

ROYAL MUSIC AT MANUDEN
SINGERS APRIL CONCERT

The Manuden Singers are departing from their customary
devotional programme this Spring with a celebration of the
forthcoming Royal Wedding. They have been rehearsing
Handel’s 'Zadok the Priest', Mozart’s 'Coronation Mass' and
a series of Handel’s Coronation Anthems including 'The
King shall Rejoice'. The Manuden Players, who will be sup-
porting the Choir throughout, will also perform the stirring
'Entrance of the Queen of Sheba'. The Choir’s Director, Ian
Priest, has also included two items in the programme to mark
the completion of Manuden Church’s new balustraded bell-
ringing platform with toilet facilities below. One piece by
Lassus called 'The Echo' is to be performed by the Choir in
the body of the church with four soloists providing the echo
from the new balcony in the bell tower. Proceeds of the con-
cert go to CONI (Care of Next Infant), which supports fami-
lies having suffered a loss from cot death. Funds are used to
buy baby monitors, support research into cot death and pro-
vide help for bereaved families to prevent repetition of such
tragedies. One of the Choir’s members is a CONI Regional
Organiser and a specialist nurse for the organisation. The
Concert is at 7.30 pm on Sunday 17th April in Manuden
Church. Tickets £10/£5 (children) from Fiona Bengtsen
812157, Choir members, or on the door.

Teresa Priest

UGLEY FARMERS' MARKET
Saturday 16th April

1
| |
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. 10.002m-12 noon
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i Ugley Village Hall

: Come and buy goodies for Easter. As well as all the usual
:
|
]

stalls we hope to have: cheese and charcuterie; jewellery

Refreshments with home made cakes and bacon rolls



For All Your Personal

TEE DMARCIAL Financial Planning Needs
Tee Financial is excellently placed
to provide comprehensive
professional advice on all personal
' financial planning matters,
specialising in retirement planning, trust and
portfolio management, care fees and equity release.

For an initial no-obligation meeting, please contact
Kersi Deboo on 01279 713390 or
kersid@teefinancial.com

Rutland House, 47 Dane Street, Bishops Storiford,
Hertfordshire, CM23 3BT

Tel: 01279 658304 Fax: 01279 757672
www.teefinancial.com

Tee Financial plc is a firm of Independent Financial Advisers and is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Pothecary Witham Weld

seiicitors

PWW

For Professional Advice You Can Trust

Call us: 01279 506421
Email: info@pwwsolicitors.co.uk
or visit www.pwwsolicitors.co.uk

White Horse Court, Norith Street
Bishop's Storiford, Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

Clients’ parking and Disabled Access

Also in the City of Westminster

Wills, Probate & Trusts - Commercial & Residential Conveyancing
Charities and Ecclesiastical Law - Corporate & Commercial Matters
Dispute Resolution - Landlord & Tenant - Notarial Services

Members of the Lawyers Christian Fellowship

“ DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS 3

Independent Family Funeral Directors
& Monumental Masons

24 hour Family Careline
For help, advice and assistance, please telephone:

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth

79/81 South Street
Bishop’s Stortford

(01279) 655477

(01279) 722476

146 High Street Wych Elm
Epping Harlow
(01992) 560890 (01279) 426990

Shire Hill
Saffron Walden

Haslers Lane

Great Dunmow
(01371)874518

(01799) 523314

Golden Charter

Funeral Plans

*®

www.drobinson.co.uk
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Greenways Financial Planning

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

Professional friendly advice
on

Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgage es
Life Assurance ~ Critical lliness
Income Protection ~ Annuities
Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622
e-mail diurner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk

We will arrange Bee vatuations fo -you, ugree 2 prive and then
markdt the property o5 yowr beliall. There s nosell ﬂgfm Bf
heddaches - we take care of 1t all for you. -
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08444 900572*
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The Tradifional
Funeral Directors
Caring for families
for over 120 years

With over 70 years combined experience, Mr Howard Poulton,
his Funeral Director Peter Wright and their team of funeral professionals
are available to assist you with your individual requirements giving
you peace of mind and confidence that your leved one’s funeral
will be conducted according to your wishes,

24 hour service

STANSTED

2 Chapel Hill, Stansted, Essex CM24 8AG
01279 813219

ark. Wvatabie pn selectuct
5, HCalE to DREA nuenlides

I0EEK

ONGAR
01277 366009

EPPING
01992 572609

BISHOP’S STORTFORD
01279 460055

www.dcpoulton.co.uk




494 (Stansted Airport) Squadron
Air Training Corps

February saw the Essex Air Cadets’ Wing presentation
evening, where our squadron was represented by a flight of
cadets and our squadron standard, plus those being there to
receive awards. The formal night at Chelmsford’s Civic
Centre, with dignitaries including the Lord Lieutenant of
Bssex, the Mayor of Thurrock and severa) high ranking mili-
tary personnel, hosted a presentation of Essex’s cadets over
the past year. Several cadets played musical interludes and
the evening culminated in the presentation of awards. 494
(Stansted) Airport Squadron’s cadets were awarded the
Falklands Competition award for winning in April 2010; our
Officer Commanding, Flight Lieutenant Ellic Chinnery, was
presented with her Cadet Forces Medal for 12 years of cadet
commitment; and Sergeant Richard Smith was awarded the
President’s Prize. For this he has been given a flight in a
Typhoon Simulator — the next best thing to the fast-jet, which
is used as our UK airspace defence interceptor.

In late February Sergeant Richard Smith went away on an
RAF-based engineering course, which gave him an insight to
the sort of careers aviation and engineering can bring. Rang-
ing from air traffic controllers, pilots, and aeronautical engi-
neers and even being a fireman, the course offered great
inside information about the life of an engineer, how to apply
for jobs and what can be achieved in education. Over the
coming months we will also be busy as a squadron. With
several competitions coming up, and many cadet courses we

can attend, summer looks to be a jam-packed season. If you
are aged between 13 and 16 and interested in joining us, tele-
phone 681559 Mondays and Fridays 7.15pm-9.30pm (24
hour answerphone) or e-mail 494@aircadets.org.

Richard Smith
494 Squadron ATC

Make a Will Month
May 2011

Thinking of making a will during May?
Please help St Clare Hospice by using one of
our participating solicitors.

Just give a donation to St Clare instead of
paying the usual fee.

For more details see the St Clare’s article
elsewhere in the Link
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Royal British Legion
Stansted & Disteict
Branch

POPPY APPEAL 2011

1 am teaily delighted, and relieved, 1o say fhat a volunteer has
offered to co-ordinate the Appeal in Stansted - Sarah
Murdoch tel 814708. 1 know that all the present collectors
will give her all the support she needs. As you know I have
been asking for more collectors for some time as many roads,
and even areas, are not covered. Whilst being aware that
Sarah will be doing her utmost to fill these gaps, please offer
to help if you can. It only takes a little time during the fort-
night before Remembrance Sunday in November.

John L Segar
Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser
Stansted and District

CYCLING TO NEW ZEALAND

1 think there may be several readers who remember Jodie
Burton. Now age 30 (she would hate me for saying that), she
was a pupil of St Mary’s Primary School and then at the
Mountfitchet High. In May last year, she gave up her job as
Head of Business Compliance for a global investment com-
pany in London to start a new outdoor life in Australia with
her boyfriend, Tom. However, Jodie doesn’t do ‘easy’ and
so the idea of cycling there was mooted, which then devel-
oped into a charity fundraising ride based around the world
of rugby. They were officially seen off at Twickenham on
1st May last year by the president of the RFU and will finish
their journey in Auckland in September during the Rugby
World Cup. As they have travelled, their ride has gained a lot
of media coverage, which in turn has led to many more invi-
tations to visit “our club’ and so their route has been con-
stantly modified; plus, of course, the additional problem of
the flooding in Pakistan.

So far they have cycled and camped their way through
France, Belgium, Germany, The Czech Republic, Austria,
Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey, Georgia, Azerbaijan,
Iran, Dubai, Pakistan, China, South Korea and Japan - all the
time collecting famous signatures, past and present, from the
rugby world on their scroll, which they will officially present
in New Zealand. However, their journey hasn’t been an easy
one; pouring rain throughout Europe, extreme heat in
Georgia and bitter cold in China, not to mention the odd bear
taking an interest in them one night. (If you read only one
blog it must be the one headed Noodle Time'.) The friendli-
ness shown to them by local people in almost all the coun-
tries has been amazing, Perfect strangers, who have no idea
of their mission, on seeing them start to pitch tent have
appeared out of nowhere and swept them back to their homes
for a welcome hot meal, comfy bed and, best of all, a bath or
shower. There is an article about their journey in this April’s
edition of Rugby World' magazine, but anyone interested in
knowing more, following their adventures, seeing their
4000+ photos, reading their blogs or wishing to donate to
their charity (Rays of Sunshine) can do so by visiting
www.cyclingtotherugbyworldcup.com.

Ian and Pat Burton



Animal Care

Art and Craft
Ballet

Car Services

Community &
Care

Computing

Dressmaking
Education

Electrical

Financial
& Legal

Food &
Lodging

Funeral
Services

Garden
Supplies,
Services
& Floral

Heating &
Plumbing
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Index to Advertisers

Mercer & Hughes

Stansted Dogs Pet Services
Millway Stationery

Graham School of Dance
Mitchell School of Dance

D Bonney & Sons

David Nunn's Garage
Stortford Audio

Carers UK

Hearing Help

Helpline

Stansted Mountfitchet Social Club
Uttlesford Carers

Ugley Village Hall (for hire)
Alan Horsley (Computer Repairs)
Lan One (Accessories & Repairs)
TCS (Set Up & Repairs)
Alterations by Manuela

Adult Community Learning
Kiddy Cook

High House Montessori Nursery:
Rainbow Pre-School

Spanish Lessons

St Nicholas School

Stansted Childminders

Albury Electrical Services

A&l Electrical

Ethical Electrical

Stansted Electric

Greenways Financial Planning
Mansell & Co

Pothecary Witham Weld

Tee Financial

Chocolates for Chocoholics
Eddie Ho Fish & Chips
Itsamaison (Holiday Cottage)
Packnell Food Co

The Cock (Stansted)

The Dog & Duck

The King’s Arms

Daniel Robinson & Sons

J Day & Son

D C Poulton & Sons

N W Brown (Landscapes)
Crystal Clear Ponds

Anthea Harrison Garden Design
D Honour & Son (Landscapes)
H20 Plants

Steve Hall Garden Services

J R Johnston (Trees)

Mayfair Ponds

The Secret Gardener

Violets & Velvet

Harpers Plumbing & Heating
JDW Gas Heating Specialist
Jones & Co (Plumbing)

Orion Heating

Ray the Plumber

Stansted Gas Services
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Household
Furnishings

Household

Services

Painting &

Decorating

Personal
Services

Pilates
Printing

Property
Services

Retailers

Fabrications

Kate Harrison

Ken Carpet Fitter

Stansted Carpets

Stort Blinds

Amanda Wells

A Better Aerial

Bin Done

Chelmer Chimneys

A&M Collins Roefing

Dive Signs

Do-it-4U

D T Bedroom Design
Fairweather Windows

Finch and Son

Gillson Carpentry & Joinery
Gill Owen

Go-Jo Quality Cleaning

Herts & Essex Window Doctor
Intense Cleaning

JP Tiling

Luxury Toilet Hire

Newman’s Home Services
Nouvelle Carpentry & Building
Oven Bright

Pest Control

Ada Decorating

Lesley Anne

MWR Interiors

Perfect Plastering

Ray Morton (Decorating)
Shutes Painting & Decorating
T F Plastering

Fancy Fingers (Beauty)

Glynis Cheers (Hypnotherapy)
R Handford (Chiropody)

Julie Golden (Chiropady)
Lino Thomas (Hairdressing)
Lower Street Clinic

Jan Rickwood (Baby Massage)
Stansted Chiropractic

Sole Reflexions (Reflexology)
Stansted Psychotherapy
Ursula Capell (Hypnotherapy)
Williams (Osteopath)
What’sa name’s (Hairdressing)
Back to Basics (Pilates)

Tone Pilates

Copyzone

Bareham Overy (Architects)
Chris Osborn (Brickwork)
Hibbs & Walsh (Architects)
Jason Bagge Architecture
David Fortune (Builder)
Persimmon Homes

Westwood Building & Construction
A C Wright Building Contractors
Family News

John Wilson Jeweller

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES or SPECIAL OCCASIONS
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If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you knaw, by announcing it in the Link,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstediink.org.uk or send the form below to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.
Details must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.

Sender's Name

I.illlllxillllllIIllllllllIll.lllIIIIIIIII.llIlIIIIIIIIII.IIIIIIIIIIIllll-lllllllllllllllliIllllilllllll.llllll.llllllllll..l'

Tel
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Mansell & Co. LLP est 1970
Chartered Certified Accountants, Registered Auditors

All aspects of accounts, audit and taxation

We are an established firm offering a cost-effective and
professional service to businesses of all sizes,
both start-ups and existing businesses changing advisor

Please contact us for a free consultation, quoting “Link”
Mark Williams FCCA or Jeremy Fozzard FCCA
5 Ducketts Wharf, South Street, Bishops Stortford CM23 3AR

01279 658499 AN
info@mansellandco.org u
ALTERATIONS BY MANUELA
Clothing alterations and repairs professionally done with care by a
seamstress with over 25 years’ experience in the centre of London

¢ Children’s Clothes

\ Y o

¢ Leather

¢ Suits ¢ Dresses
¢ Trousers ¢ Zips

Manuela Riveiro
Office 5F, 1st Floor (Above Bairstow Eves) v
5 Bridge Street, Bishop’s Stortford CM23 2JU w

0780 928 4050 > o
SAME DAY SERVICE IF REQUIRED /2

UNISEX HAIR SALON

* Haircutting and Restyling
* Colouring
* Perming
* Children Welcome

e 20% Discount for Senior Citizens
[weekdays only)

OPENING TIMES
Monday - by appointment only
Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am to 6.00pm
Saturday - 8.30am to 4.30pm

Out of hours appointments by request

012788178383

1 Lower Street Stansted CM24 SLN

A & M COLLINS ROOFING

Guaranteed Workmanship
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* SLATING ¢ TILING « LEADWORK -
* ZINCWORK *« GUTTERING * FLAT ROOFS -
* REPAIRS « UPVC FACIAS & GUTTERS -
Tel/Fax: 01279 816491 Mobile: 07956 873230

35 Gilbey Crescent Stansted CM24 8DT
Email: axmcollins@talktalk.net

www.roofer-essex.com

Bespoke Reflective Wheelie Bin Stickers
Easy to apply outdoor vinyl

s wus==  House names and numbers
from £2 per sticker

Free local delivery if you
spend £10 or more (use
promotion code LINK)

Order online www.divesigns.com or
tel: 07725 020602 email: sales@divesigns.com

onour &
"“‘(Landscape) Ltd. SO'II

Your local Marshalls approved Installer
Brickwork Paving Fencing

Tel: 01279 813160
www.honourlandscape.co.uk
The Old Brickyard, Elsenham Road, Stansted, Essex CM24 8ST

DAVID FORTUNE
MASTER BUILDER

For a free quotation please call
01279 816883 or 07576 753811

All aspects of building work undertaken
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KITCHENS MERCER & HUGHES

4 Veterinary Surgeons
BATHROOMS - BEDROOMS [ﬁ surgery Hours
PLUMBING - CARPENTRY Mon - Fri 8.30 am - 10.30 am

SMALL BUILDING WORKS S TR0 T e o OV
DECORATING - TILING 80 Cambridge Rd, Stansted Tel 01279 813780
Paul Finch (B Eng) Also surgeries at Saffron Walden & Dunmow
07981 907 62 4 Finchan dson@gmail.com N www.mercerandhughes.co.uk f
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7i ~ Heating & Plumbing Ltd A\ ”
www.harpersplumbing.co.uk BI N DO N E 1
WHEELIE BIN CLEANING SERVICE &
All Plumbing, Heating & Gas Repairs o Eullv | d
Servicing & Installation utly n§ure )
Bathroom & Water Softener Installations P * Professional Equipment
Power Flushing ~ Gas & Oil Specialists - e 4 Weekly Cleaning Schedule or One-offs
A ng"gf Hotdvgatef '”itla"’f:tlfns y e 1 Bin: £3.50 2 Bins: £5.50 (Min 6 Cleans)
'(r)FTEéOK;prO\?;;Cg” g:gm:é?fzsg—f& e Same Day as your Waste Collection
Tel: 01279 771981 Mob: 07885 597063 Tel: 01279 851106 Mob: 07754 238968
Email: nharper114@aol.com \ Email: bindone@btinternet.com )

The Kings Arms
’ -

The Dog
and Duck

Lunchtime food now available
Wednesdays Pie Night
Thursdays Monthly Quiz Night
Sally & Mark look forward to seeing you soon
58 Lower Street, Stansted

01279 812047

Home cooked food served:
Tuesday to Thursday 12 - 8 pm

Friday 12 - 9 pm
Saturday and Sunday 10 - 6 pm TH E COCK Open all day Sunday
Senior Citizens Wednesday 12 - 2.30 pm 2 courses £5.95
" 30 Silver Street, Stansted 01279 812964
Large Beer Garden :
Smoking Shelter www.thecockatstansted.co.uk
Bingo 2nd Monday -
Quiz Night last Tuesday Home Cooked Food served 7 days a Week
Free Pool Table Wednesday nights Families Welcomed ~ Children's Play Area
Live bands/ karaoke every weekend Children’s Menu ~ Heated Decking
Accommodation

_ OAP Lunches Mon - Fri 12.00 - 2.30 pm
Station Rqad, Stansted CM24 8BE 01279 812948 (One Course £4.95 Two Courses £7)
kingsarmsph@btconnect.com

: Bar Snacks ~ Sunday Roasts ~ Fish Night Thursday
www.kingsarmshotelstansted.co.uk






