
ada Decorating
is a professional, reliable painting and decorating business, 

with many years experience.

Competitive rates and detailed quotations available.

References on request, many clients are repeat customers.

Our services are varied and cover the following areas:

• INTERNAL DECORATING • EXTERNAL PAINTING •

• SLATE & TILE SEALING AND MAINTENANCE •

• DECKING & GARDEN FURNITURE RESTORATION •

• WOOD FLOOR LACQUERING •  

• EXTERNAL CLEANING ~ GUTTERS, FASCIAS & SOFFITS • 

Call Andy Richardson on
Office: 01279 817282 Mobile: 07980 439924

Email: adadecorating@googlemail.com

For all your window blind needsFor all your window blind needs

UP TO
25% OFF

RETAIL
PRICES!

ALL
WITH
FREE

FITTING

• Awnings
• Wood Venetian
• Metal Venetian
• Roller Blinds
• Vertical Blinds

• Conservatory Roof
Blinds

• Roman Blinds 
• Curtains and Poles
• Shutters

CALL FOR A FREE HOME VISIT

01279 504121
www.stortblinds.co.uk  stortblinds@hotmail.co.uk
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T:	 01279 657460

M:	07765 257200

www.dtbedrooms.co.uk

DT Leaflet.indd   1 22/10/2009   09:24

 DDoonn’’tt  MMoovvee  ––  IImmpprroovvee!!  
IIff  yyoouu  aarree  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  sseellll  yyoouurr  hhoouussee  aatt  tthhee  mmoommeenntt  aanndd  
ccaann’’tt,,  RREETTHHIINNKK,,  ssttaayy  wwhheerree  yyoouu  aarree,,  aanndd  iimmpprroovvee  oonn  
wwhhaatt  yyoouu  hhaavvee..                                                                                                
WWhhaatt  aabboouutt  aa  CCoonnsseerrvvaattoorryy........OOrr  NNeeww  WWiinnddoowwss??  
 Available in a wide range of colours and styles.  
 Tailor-made to your requirements 
 Full independently backed 10 year guarantee 

 
Here’s what some of our customers say about us; 
 
‘The practical knowledge and craftsmanship they 
demonstrated exceeded our high expectations’ Mr S, 
Elsenham 
 
‘I was particularly impressed with how your team worked, 
causing minimum disruption to our busy family life, 
cleaning up as they went’ Mr G, Stansted 
         Call us NOW on:                      

   01279 813888 
Suppliers and installers of Quality Windows, Doors and 

Conservatories 
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EDITORIAL

We frequently hear laments that people nowadays are not coming forward to
take on voluntary roles as they once did. Certainly life is beset with more complexities
than in days past, many of them of our own making. Stansted is still well served by
good folk, as a glance through these pages clearly demonstrates. Possibly the readiness
of people to meet a need has always varied either side of the ideal and will continue to
do so. However, the rapid changes in communication and technology are less predict-
able and more far-reaching. In this regard the 'Link' adheres to comprehensible
English but with concessions to vernacular, humour, and a capacity to meet changes as
and when they may be justified.

Within this scenario and after some 14 years the Editorial baton now passes to Yvonne
Ayres. Married to Stuart, she has lived in Stansted for 30 years, 26 of which she has
served with 'Helpline', latterly as Organiser. Yvonne knows her village and its people
well and I am confident that the magazine will be in considerate yet capable hands and
be fit for purpose. She brings common sense and literal accomplishment to the task, so
I am sure that our readers join me in wishing her a happy and fulfilling period in
office.

CIRCULATION:
The Link is delivered free to
nearly 3000 homes and
businesses in Stansted
Mountfitchet.  Further copies
may be purchased for 50p
each or £5.00 for the year.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
by email (preferred) to:
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk

or by hand to:
7 Blythwood Gardens
Stansted CM24 8HG

5 Greenfields, Stansted
CM24 8AH

by noon on 11th January
for the February issue
by noon on 11th February
for the March issue

Stansted network is compiled by
Stansted Mountfitchet Parish Council.
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Celebration of Christmas
The traditional Celebration of Christmas
concert will be held at 3.30pm on Saturday
18th December in St Mary’s Church. With
Christmas carols, readings and songs, including participation
from our local schools, it promises, once again, to be a fan-
tastic village occasion.  In addition, 50% of the collection
taken will go to the Uttlesford Support Group, Parkinson’s
UK. All singers in the village are most welcome to join the
choir for this village event.   Rehearsals will be held in St
John’s Church from 8.15pm–9.00pm on Thursdays 9th and
16th December. All welcome, just come along on 9th.

Francine Cope

Carol Singing around the village
Come and join the fun!  We meet each evening at 7.30pm,
and the singing is followed by warm refreshments at around
9.00pm.  Details as follows:

Wednesday 22nd December start at The Dog and Duck,
Lower Street and finish in St John’s Road
Thursday 23rd December start at The Rose and Crown,
Bentfield Green and finish in Blythwood Gardens.

We are particularly looking for more singers – there is no
rehearsing, just come along!  Flute and recorder players are
also welcome, but please telephone 814059 beforehand so
we can bring sufficient music.  We will be collecting for the
Uttlesford Support Group, Parkinson’s UK.  Please support
us – thank you!

Helen Baker
Tel 814865

Michael Dyer
Tel: 814059

        Christmas Services

St Therese of Lisieux (Roman Catholic)
15th December 7.30pm   Carol Service
19th December 2.00pm   Children's Service
21st December 7.30pm   Penitential Service
Christmas Eve 6.00pm   Mass
  Midnight Midnight Mass
Christmas Day 10.00am   Mass
No Saturday evening Mass on Christmas Day

St John the Evangelist (Church of England)
5th December 9.30am   Christingle Service
Christmas Eve 3.00pm   Children's Crib Service

(come dressed as a character from the
   Christmas Story)
  11.30pm   Midnight Mass
Christmas Day 9.30am   Holy Communion for Christmas
      Day
26th December 9.30am   Holy Communion for
      St Stephen's Day

Stansted Free Church (Methodist/URC)
12th December 10.30am   Gift Service
Christmas Day 10.30am   Christmas Day Service
No service on 26th December

Quakers (Society of Friends)
26th December 10.30am   Meeting for Worship

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
What a Gift!

In the episode of 'The Darling Buds of May' entitled ‘A Breath of French Air’, Pop and Ma Larkin take a holiday in Brittany.
A car mechanic sees Pa’s crest-emblazoned Rolls Royce and takes him for an English ‘milord’. Hotel patronne, Madame
Dupont, gives her noble guests her own private room! Although quite ordinary, the Larkins act grander than they really are.
By contrast, at his birth, Jesus gets the humblest place in the house, there being no space in the proper guest room upstairs.
God puts on no airs and graces, but neither should we think of God as simply acting a part. Born of woman, Jesus shared our
life fully. He needed sleep, cried, was out in storms, enjoyed parties, made friends, was victimised by enemies, abandoned,
and died in agony. How human God became!

Someone once bought me a most wonderful, surprise present – I called it a ‘wow gift’. Never would I have thought of asking
for such a gift, yet it was something I long had dreamt of having. The world long hoped of a Saviour who would put all things
right. The first two letters of ‘wow’ lead us to wonder. Wonderful is the gift of God that is Christ. Come and worship.
Remember, this gift is not just for Christmas. He is for all seasons.

Paintings of the Nativity all show light coming up from the child laid in the manger, making the faces of those gazing down
on him radiant with the wonder of God.  If we would worship and adore him, giving Christ central place in our lives, that same
radiance will enlighten us perpetually and all through the darkness of our winters.

A blessed Christmas and peace enfold you all the year.

Allen R Morton
URC Minister Stansted Free Church
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All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
             St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
             Tel: 815243
             Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
             Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
             Wednesday, Friday
             Administrator: Mrs Elizabeth Jennings
             Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btik.co.uk

Rector:             Rev’d Paul Wilkin
             Tel: 812203
             Email: stansted.rector@googlemail.com

Assistant   Rev'd Giles Tulk
 Curate: Tel: 817155
             Email: stansted.curate@googlemail.com

Director of Lorraine Everett
 Music: Email: church.music@stansted.net

Church Hall Joy Lambe
 Bookings: Tel: 817937
  Email: joy@popcornwebdesign.co.uk

St John’s Diary
Sunday
8.00am   Said Holy Communion
9.30am   Worship 4 All (1st Sunday)
9.30am   Choral Eucharist (2nd -
     4th Sundays)

Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Saturday
8.30am   Morning Prayer  There are services of
    Holy Communion on
Tuesday   the  first Tuesdays and
9.00am   St John's Tots  Wednesdays of the
    month in Norman
Wednesday   Court, Hargrave House
9.00am   Morning Prayer and Broome End
10.00am   Holy Communion Nursing Homes.

Monday-Saturday
5.00pm    Evening Prayer

      STANSTED FREE CHURCH
      Methodist / URC

      Chapel Hill
      www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Ministers Rev’d Allen Morton
Tel: 757635
Email: minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

 Rev’d David Keeble
 Tel: 01799 522037

Email: minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer
7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG
Tel: 814059
Email: lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Preachers for December
5th 10.30am Andrew Brown – New Directions
12th    10.30am Rev’d Allen Morton
  Communion and Gift Service for
   Whitechapel
 7.00pm Café Worship
19th 10.30am Gordon Doyle
25th 10.30am Rev’d Allen Morton  - Christmas Day
26th  No service

Preachers for January
2nd  10.30am Michael Dyer
9th    10.30am Julie Finbow
16th   10.30am Rev’d Allen Morton
23rd 10.30am Rev’d John Buxton
30th 10.30am Rev’d David Keeble

Covenant Service and Communion

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Priest Father Joe White
 The Presbytery
 St Therese of Lisieux
 High Lane
 Stansted

Tel:  814349

Masses Saturday      6.00pm
 Sunday    10.00am
 Holy Days of Obligation  8.00am and 8.00pm
 Tuesday-Saturday  9.30am

Confessions
Saturday   10.00am
   and by appointment

Baptisms By appointment

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk Mrs Anthea Lee
  24 Lea Close
  Bishop's Stortford
  Tel : 01279 656707

Meeting  Sunday, 10.30am

From the Registers

October
Baptisms

 10th Annabelle Leila Juliet Rands
  William Nicholas Rands
  James Anthony William Forder

Funerals
 14th Maureen Bull, age 76 - at St John's
 22nd Margaret (Jean) Heal, age 86 - at
   Three Counties Crematorium
 29th Owen Allaway, age 37 - at Parndon
   Wood with Memorial Service in
   St John's Church
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Shalom

THE 'TOTS' ARE TWO
Around 30 children brought their parents to the Birthday
Celebration of the St Johns Tiny Tots at the Church on
Tuesday 2nd November - they are two years old.  Congratu-
lations. The 'Tots' were really with it this year.  Instead of the
traditional cake, in-fashion cupcakes were served to every-
one, made especially by Lea Parker, one of the mums.

The 'Tots' meet in the Church every Tuesday at 9.15am
where tea and coffee is served for the mums and something
suitable for the children.  Then follows some stories and
general fun and games (for the children).  Why not join us
when you can, we would love to see you.

Our picture, taken by Margaret Hill, shows the group about
to descend on the cakes!

Derek Francis

ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB
Many congratulations to the winners of the October draws,
who were:
£100: No. 123 – Ann Conroy
£  50: No.   87 – Ingirid Shervington
£  25: No. 117 – Joyce Mortimer

The next 3 draws will be as follows:-
November - Tuesday 30th in the Queen’s Head at 7.30pm
December - Wednesday 29th in the King’s Arms at 7.30pm
(to include the extra draw for £200)
January     - Monday 31st in the Dog & Duck at 7.30pm.
Hope to see you there.

Francine Cope

Shalom
Our Christmas party is a bring and share Christmas readings,
music etc and cold food . This is at 8.00pm on Monday 13th
December at 7 Blythwood Gardens. Our first meeting of
2011 is our ‘At home’ at 8.00pm on Monday 24th January at
7 Blythwood Gardens. All are welcome.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

continued

ST JOHN’S CHURCH HALL
An even brighter future for the Church Hall ...
There are plans afoot to improve access to St John’s Church
Hall, new toilet facilities for the disabled, improved heating,
lighting and decor and a refurbished kitchen.  As recently
appointed Hall Chairman, I am enthusiastic that with a grant
from Viridor Waste Management an even better facility can
be made available to all in the local community of Stansted.
Originally built with a high ceiling for badminton players,
the Hall now needs to be improved for a wider use.  I plan to
make a survey of local needs, and anyone wishing to make
suggestions should contact me. When I took on the responsi-
bility for the Hall, the previous Chairman, Alastair
Richardson, had retired after many years at the helm; then
the Treasurer, Anthony Minshull, resigned, and the Bookings
Secretary, Joy Lambe resigned too - all having served for
over 10 years on a voluntary basis, and doing a splendid job
for the community.  I began to feel somewhat lonely, and just
when I thought things could not get any worse, the caretaker,
Nigs Hall, fell off his bike and broke a leg!  Happily Nigs is
now well on the way to recovery. Not to worry.  There is a
good history and much to build on thanks to the spirit within
Stansted.  I have the bones of a new Committee and there is
much to look forward to in the New Year. I shall be writing
more in the 'Link' on the planned work, but if anyone has
comments to make please ring me on 461151 (answerphone
available) or preferably, email: raysmith9@btinternet.com.

Ray Smith

Worship 4 All Christingle Service
This will be at 9.30am on Sunday 5th December
in St John’s Church. All are welcome.

WORSHIP FOR ALL
The monthly family service conducted by Rev’d Giles Tulk
was held at St John's on Sunday 7th November. The service
took the form of a celebration for those children who were
christened at St John’s during 2010, and nine of them were
presented with their first bible.  A large congregation joined
the many children especially in singing some well-known
hymns associated with early school days.

The picture, taken by Margaret Hill, is of Ava (Georgis)
McDonald who brought her parents along with her.

Derek Francis
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VILLAGE HARVEST SUPPER
2010

Encouraged by last year's response, the catering and entertain-
ment teams followed previously successful recipes and pro-
duced numerous cottage pies and apple crumbles. The
entertainment took the form of:  a psalm from a very unauthor-
ised version together with three reincarnated Worzels and a
duet ('Sisters') by St. John's; ‘Send in the Clowns’ and ‘Fields
of Gold’ from the Free Church;  a rendering of ‘Pick a Pocket
or Two’ by a Fagin in deshabille and Oliver from St Theresa's;
and music plus verse from a rejuvenated Quaker ensemble. The
performances ended with American songs by the Gneiting
family.

Photograph by Margaret Hill

It was a cheery evening from which no-one went home hungry
and certainly everyone had good value for a modest charge.
The Harvest Supper has re-established itself!

Derek Honour

 ST MARY’S CHURCH
There are two special occasions in December when we extend a
welcome to all visitors to join in our village events. The first is
on Tuesday 14th December at 12 noon to join with the Stansted
Mountfitchet Mathematics and Computing College in their
Christmas Carol Service, and the second is the annual Celebra-
tion of Christmas organised by the Churches Together in Stan-
sted at 3.30pm on Saturday 18th December. We look forward
to full houses on those afternoons.

Friends of St Mary the Virgin, Stansted Mountfitchet
We are a newly formed group whose aims are to maintain
awareness of the old church, which has served the village of
Stansted for over 800 years. We will work to promote interest
in St Mary’s history and to encourage use of the church for
community events. This association will forge a greater link
with the Conservation Trust by membership, subscription and
the organisation of fundraising events. We are especially hope-
ful of an enthusiastic student membership to ensure that, not
only the church but also its association
with the village will be maintained for
future generations in Stansted. If you
have not yet received a leaflet from us,
please contact Audrey Rodgers on
812162.

CTS AGM and Open Meeting
On Monday 17th January, we will be holding the Churches
Together in Stansted AGM in St John’s Church.  The
meeting will begin at 7.30pm with a talk about Parkinson’s
UK which is the charity we are raising money for this
Christmas (see page 2).  Everyone is welcome – please
join us.

2009/10 has been a year of consolidation for the Hospice
with a strong focus on retail and fundraising.  The clinical
focus has been on ensuring the best use of our eight
in-patient beds that has seen us reaching 90% occupancy
and an average stay of 11 days.  A time of consultation
with our supporters and the wider community is to take
place on our plans for future service development. After a
successful bid for funding, St Clare recently received a
Government grant to totally refurbish the In-Patient Unit.
The work has begun and will be done in stages to ensure
minimum disturbance to our patients and services.  It is 10
years since the In-Patient Unit opened so the funding
comes at a great time.

The Hospice shops are doing really well and truly benefit-
ing from the community’s generosity and donations.  The
Hospice is also most grateful to everyone in the local com-
munity for their ongoing support and help to raise the
much-needed funds with the events they have held. With
the festive season upon us you may want to support the ‘In
Celebration Giving’ appeal when, instead of presents, a
donation may be given by guests when celebrating an
anniversary, a birthday, a wedding or another special occa-
sion.  Of course, if a donation is Gift Aided then a further
28p in the £ can be claimed from the Government if you
are a taxpayer. The Stansted Friends of St Clare Hospice
continue to work hard locally to raise funds and they look
forward to seeing you at their events in the New Year.  If
you wish to join the informal group please do not hesitate
to contact me for further details. From everyone at St Clare
Hospice may I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a
healthy New Year.

Caroline Bore
Community Fundraiser in East Herts and Uttlesford

 Tel: 773751
Email: Caroline.Bore@stclarehospice.org.uk

STOP PRESS
Congratulations go to David Horton from Five Acres who
has been commended by the NHS Blood and Transport
Service for donating blood on 75 occasions.  Perhaps
David’s example will inspire others.
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BUPA and AXA/PPP

How are YOU feeling today?
We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:

Back Pain, Neck Pain, Sports Injuries, Migraine and
Other Joint and Muscle Problems

 We are offering an initial consultation with the Chiropractor which includes a thorough
physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £50) on production of this advert.

Recent guidelines published by the National Institute for Health and  Clinical Excellence (NICE)
recommends the option of spinal manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the management

of certain  types of low back pain.www.nice.org.uk/cg88

20 Cambridge Road
Members of the

British
Chiropractic
Association

Digital X-ray available on site

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

Immediate Access
No GP Referral required

Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcel Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC.

and Associates
Registered Doctors of Chiropractic

20 Cambridge Road
Stansted CM24 8BZ

Stansted Chiropractic & Back
Pain Clinic

01279 815336

Dexa Scanning for
Osteoporosis available

the osteopath

Why live with your
aches and pains?

Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
who specialises in both structural and cranial
osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.

She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.
Her aim  is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.

To claim your free assessment consultation* call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371

61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH
osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk

*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change

    Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
   who specialises in both structural and cranial
  osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

Pilates ClassBack to Basics

 Mondays 8 - 9 pm & Saturdays 9 - 10 am
Beginners’ Class Fridays 7 - 8 pm
The Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted.

To book one of the limited spaces available or find out more
please call Hazel on 01279 813371 or 07973 409675

Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

Free introductory class throughout this month

Pilates
Private & Group Lessons
1:1 lessons in my Stansted Studio

Group classes in local leisure centres,
community halls and Pilates studio

Mobile: 07964 325783
Studio: 01279 813254
Email: tonepilates@btinternet.com

 Strength without bulk

 Longer, leaner muscles

 Improved posture & mobility

Tony Boardman
STOTT pilates© Certified Instructor

 Coordination & balance

 Well-being & confidence

 Rehabilitation after injury





J R JOHNSTON C&G RFS
Qualified Tree Surgeon

Trees/Shrubs supplied & planted
Contract Maintenance

Fully Insured

Tel 01920 821595

Pruning
Dismantling
Hedge Trimming
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EDDIE HO
Fish & Chips
BBQ Chicken

Southern Fried Chicken
Pukka Pies

Beef Burgers
Station Road, Stansted

01279 817307

If you have a PROBLEM
or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

HELPLINE
07704 553727

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Stansted’s voluntary community care service

If you would like to know more
about us, call us now on:

01371 875810
Email: uttlesford@carers.entadsl.com

46 High Street, Dunmow CM6 1AN
Registered Charity No. 246329

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

Carers are the biggest provider of
health and social care in the UK.

We offer help, support and advice

Tel 01279 812792

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

8 Mill Close, Elsenham

Computer Users!
Mac & PC Repairs

Tel:

Home Visiting Practice
Stansted

 Julie Golden
Est. 1994

01279 817810
 A professional service at a competitive rate

hpc Registered
(State Registered)

 Chiropodist
CH09088

THE SECRET GARDENER
www.thesecretgardener.net

Email: scottyduncan@gmail.com

 GARDEN DESIGN
 CONSTRUCTION

MAINTENANCE

Call Scott on 01279 899005 or 07968 121016
 for a free consultation

References available - fully insured

Friendly service ~  No job too large or smallTel  01279 817739

Mobile  07778 049063

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN

STEVE HALL

GARDEN SERVICES

N W Brown Landscapes
All aspects of landscaping

undertaken including fencing, paving,
turfing, planting & hedge cutting

Nigel Brown
07917 611945
01279 507255

        RHS Qualified
Registered waste carrier

We specialise in weddings, special events,
corporate contracts and bespoke funeral tributes
For a friendly and detailed consultation at

your own home or business premises
please contact Sam Cotterrell on
01279 899005 or 07866 754913
info@violetsandvelvet.co.uk

 www.violetsandvelvet.co.uk
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The second half of the Autumn term has been very busy.
In November Class 4 visited the Fitzwilliam Museum in
Cambridge to learn more about the Egyptians, which is
their history topic this term.  Classes 1 and 2 visited St
John's Church as part of their work on local places of wor-
ship.  Our local community police officer, WPC Kelly
Roberts, spoke to all the classes about ‘stranger danger’.
Premium Foods carried out some staff training and treated
some of the children to some cooking master classes on
healthy eating, which they greatly enjoyed. The travelling
book fair arrived, the proceeds of which will go towards
funding some books for our new library.  Year 6 spent a
very enjoyable and informative time at the Veolia Envi-
ronment and Education Centre in Bushey where they
learnt a lot about water recycling.  Some children also
watched a performance of a Road Safety Play at St Mary’s
that has supported the work they are doing towards their
Cycling Proficiency and Wheelchair Safety Tests.

December will be starting with our ‘Glitter morning’ and
culminating with the Key Stage One performance of 'The
Nativity' and the Year 6 Carol Concert.  The children will
also look forward to a performance of ‘Jack and the Bean-
stalk’ from a travelling theatre company on 7th January.
The school were also very happy to receive some high vis-
ibility jackets from the Stansted and Stort Valley Rotary
Club, which will be very useful for all age groups when
they are visiting places in the local vicinity.  The school
has also adopted a new logo, as shown above, which was
designed by two pupils - Devon Williamson and Louis
Bacon in a recent competition.  A small group of staff and
governors are working on our website which we hope to
launch in the New Year.

Cathie Bonich
Headteacher
Tel: 813626

Email: admin@bentfield.essex.sch.uk

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor

Large graffiti has started to appear on the ugly concrete
bridge on the B1383 (Stansted Road).  I have contacted
Uttlesford Council who say the bridge is managed by
Network Rail and is their responsibility. Uttlesford Coun-
cil have reported it to Network Rail and the reference
number is 2766052.  The reply from Network Rail is that
the removal of the graffiti is 'low priority' as it is not offen-
sive and that "there is no timescale for removal".

Unfortunately, if it is not removed quickly, the bridge will
soon become covered.  Please would more people contact
Network Rail with reference number 2766052 and hope-
fully it will move up their priority list.  Otherwise, give me
a hoot if you see me on the bridge in my Marigolds with a
scrubbing brush!  Problems caused by graffiti on any other
part of the railway can be reported via the National
Helpline on 08457 114141.

A Jenkins
 Resident of Foresthall Park

CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES
More than three hundred children will have a brighter
Christmas because of the shoe boxes filled with presents from
Stansted. St Theresa’s Church and Seniors' Group packed over
120, and more than 200 were packed in an evening session at
Stansted Free Church.

St Theresa’s packing on 3rd November

Many people contributed to the boxes, by covering them in
advance, by giving gifts and money and by packing. We are
grateful to the Stansted Fun Run, which gave £500 from this
year’s event. Special thanks should also go to the many knit-
ters, who have been clicking needles all year to make hats,
scarves and puppets, and to Stella and Frank Skingle who took
the boxes to the depot at Harlow and should be in the Guinness
Book of Records for the number of shoe boxes you can get in a
car!

Shoe Box packing at the Free Church on 4th November

The shoe boxes are given by the organisation Samaritan’s
Purse to children in need, regardless of their background or
beliefs, in Africa, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, and this
year in Haiti. Their project 'Operation Christmas Child' is the
world’s largest children’s Christmas project – devoted to
spreading love, joy and smiles to children in parts of the world
who really need them. Thank you to everyone who has contrib-
uted to this.

Helen Baker
Catherine Dean

Eileen Quinn



OFFICE SUPPLIES & ART AND CRAFT SUPERSTORE
CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET, ESSEX CM24 8AP
TEL: 01279 816659 ~ www.millwaystationery.co.uk

STOCKISTS OF HORNBY, LEGO, MECCANO, AIRFIX,
DMC, ANITA’S CRAFTS, ENCAUSTIC ART, FIMO,

SCRAPBOOKING, WINSOR & NEWTON,
DALER-ROWNEY, RUBBER STAMPING, FABRIC PAINTS,

FACE PAINTS, HELIUM BALLOONS, GREETING CARDS & WRAP.

AT OUR SUPERSTORE WE HOLD IN STOCK
OVER 30,000 PRODUCTS

ALL YOUR STATIONERY NEEDS FOR THE HOME AND OFFICE
INKJET CARTRIDGES, LASER TONERS, CDRs, PAPER,

ENVELOPES, FURNITURE, FILING PRODUCTS,
FILOFAX, PARKER.

OPEN:
MON-FRI 8.30am—5.00 pm SAT 9.00am—1.00pm

FREE PARKING
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and Bishop’s Stortford

 Orthotics
 Diabetic Foot Care
 Evening & Saturday Clinics
 Routine Treatment

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 652249     info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

Mobile:    07900 931 910
Workshop: 01279 647 878

John Wilson

Still Manufacturing
& Remodelling

Bespoke Jewellery

Old Gold Bought
 Cash Paid

LINO
THOMAS
HAIRDRESSERS

THE GREENS BUILDING
 CAMBRIDGE ROAD

STANSTED CM24 8BZ

TEL 01279 812910

Acrylic, Oil, Watercolour
Floral, Fruits, Still Life, Landscape, Wildlife

FINE ARTS - DECORATIVE ART
Classes, Seminars, Workshops, Private Tuition

Hand Painted Works of Art, Commissions
Ana is available for Demonstrations for

Organisations and Corporate Events
For more information tel 07863 831989

Email: anaverastegui@artedecorativo.tv
www.artedecorativo.tv

Now in Stansted Mountfitchet
Open Monday - Saturday

Decorative Art Studio (DAS)
by Ana Verastegui (Art Instructor)

Art Works
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HuwJohnson
Club

494 (Stansted Airport) Squadron
Air Training Corps

Over the October half term a number of our cadets went
down to Dorset on a weeklong camp with the whole of Essex
Wing. There were over 250 air cadets on the camp. They
were split into groups of around 20 and each day did a differ-
ent activity. These included archery, sailing, canoeing,
climbing and FMST (Fieldcraft and Military Skills Training).
A comment one cadet made was “I got to the highest point
on the hardest side of the climbing wall – blindfolded!” This
opportunity for the cadets is almost once in a lifetime (as it’s
a yearly thing), with amazing company and leadership for
barely any cost at all.

A couple of weeks ago we had an important promotion at the
Squadron. One of our Adult Staff, Charles Riley, was pro-
moted from sergeant to flight sergeant. Charles has been a
valued member of the Squadron’s staff for ten years now.
Joining back in 2000 as a civilian instructor and becoming a
uniformed member of staff as a sergeant in June 2007, he has
given up many weekends and week nights to give the cadets
a rounded and interesting life in the Air Training Corps.
Charles is an engineer specialising in architectural metal-
work. He, along with other Squadron staff, teaches us about
aircraft and their workings, in preparation for the exams that
cadets take. Charles has numerous qualifications which
allows him to run many activities for the cadets: First aider,
orienteering coach, basic expedition leader, fieldcraft and
archery instructor. The time put into Stansted Squadron by
him and his wife Lesley is unbelievable, and I think it is safe
to say that our Squadron would not function without the pair
of them, with Lesley taking care of all of the administration
and being a Duke of Edinburgh assessor.On behalf of the
Squadron I would like to say "Congratulations Flight Ser-
geant Riley and thank you for all the time you have given up
and everything that you have done for numerous cadets over
the years! "

If you are aged between 13 and 16 and interested in joining
us, contact us for more information: Telephone 681559
Mondays and Fridays 7.15–9.30pm (24 hr answerphone) or
email: 494@aircadets.org.

Sgt Alice Brooks

HuwJohnson
Club

Halloween night went with a swing with line dancing,
witches and other scary creatures. We also enjoyed our fire-
work evening at Great Easton and came away well fed.  Now
we are concentrating on our Christmas Concert which is at St
Mary’s School on 17th December.  Doors open at 7.00pm for
a 7.30pm start.  Do come along and begin your Christmas
celebrations with the Huw Johnson Club.  Our New Year
dinner at the Chequers will be in February, as we have
‘Abbamania’ in Chelmsford in January. We wish all our sup-
porters a very happy Christmas and look forward to seeing
you all on 17th.

The first half of the autumn term has been very busy for the
children at Rainbow.  We have welcomed many new chil-
dren who have all settled in well. As well as their everyday
activities of playing outside, sharing stories, baking, singing,
PE, dressing up, painting, drawing and making friends, there
have, as usual, been several extra activities arranged.  The
older group attended their own special Harvest Festival ser-
vice at St John’s. They performed a song they had been prac-
tising for their parents and listened to a short story about
harvest told by Rev’d Paul Wilkin. Later in the week they
visited some of the residents at Norman Court, where they
delivered food in baskets they had made themselves. We
have started to have weekly visits from our ‘Music Man’
Andrew. This has really added to the sessions as the children
are enjoying learning new songs, which are further boosted
by being accompanied by Andrew on the keyboard. They are
also being encouraged to develop early musicianship skills
with musical games.

In the early autumn the children were taken with staff and
parents to Hatfield Forest where they went on a trail with the
rangers, learning about the flora and fauna as they went.
Finally the staff and committee would like to make 'Link'
readers aware of some important information about the
future for Rainbow.  Unfortunately the funding that was
mentioned in the last issue, which was allocated for a remod-
elling of the Peter Kirk site, has been withdrawn. If funding
cannot be secured by early next year the future of the provi-
sion and location of Rainbow will be in doubt. Rainbow Pre-
school has been an integral part of our village for 30 years.
We are sure that with Stansted’s population growing as it is it
must remain so. The nursery provision in the village would
suffer without it and the children in the village deserve to
continue to benefit and enjoy what Rainbow Pre-school has
to offer. More information from Gill Pursglove, email:
admin@rainbowpreschool.net.

Rainbow Staff and Committee
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A.C.WRIGHT
B U I L D I N G  C O N T R A C T O R S

Orchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 8LB
Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

Perfect Plastering
Services

 All Aspects Undertaken
 Clean, Reliable Service
 Free Estimates

 Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 812524 Mob 07793 887198

freeman223@hotmail.com

Domestic ~ Commercial
Office ~ Schools
01279 812524
07828 425944

j.freeman195@yahoo.com

GO-JO Quality Cleaning
Scrub, Polish & Buffing Services

Lesley Anne

Affordable Kitchen & Bathroom Makeovers
 From one room to a complete house
 Interior & Exterior
 Free Estimates & Advice

Plastering, Carpentry & Tiling

Tel: 01279 817055 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

 Complete Decorating Services

jason bagge architecture

residential and commercial architecture

ARB RIBA BSc BArch LLM

masterplanning, interior and landscape design
planning and building contracts consultancy
www.jasonbaggearchitecture.com
jasonb@jasonbaggearchitecture.com
T: 01279 813211      m: 07528 891716

‘Restoring the past and building for the future’
Architect: M.A.HIBBS BSoc Sci, BSc, Dip Arch, ARB
Partner: S.M.WALSH LSIAD, BSc (Hons) Arch

Associate: J.A.Hayes BA, Dip Arch, ARB
82 High Street  Saffron Walden  Essex  CB10 1EE

Tel 01799 523660  Fax 01799 509940
Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

 Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

T. F. PLASTERING

 Re-skimming
 Coving
 Rendering
 Pebble Dashing
 Floor Screeding

Over 15 yrs experience. High standard of work. Fully insured.
For a free estimate call Terry

Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036

All aspects undertaken including:

 Residential
 Industrial
 Interior Design
 Project Management
 Planning & Building Regulation Applications

Bareham Overy Partnership
RIBA Chartered Architects

Turn ideas into reality .....

01279 816040    john@barehamovery.co.uk
The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE

 Leisure
 Commercial
 Space Planning

• Window Cleaning

• Gutter Cleaning / Repair

• UPVC Specialists • Fully Insured
Call 01245 421855 or 07912 857671
Email intense.cleaning@googlemail.com

www.intensecleaningsolutions.co.uk

Domestic & Commercial

mwr interiors

tel:matthew 07941293365      email:mwr242@hotmail.co.uk

Specialists in Painting and Wood Finishing

Full Interior Painting Service

Decorative Finishes
Period Finishes
Furniture Painting
Colour Mixing

Wood Treatments
Floor Sanding
Staining, Waxing
Polishing

Fully Qualified, University Trained, 20 years experience
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Future Meetings
The meeting on 1st December will be our 'Bring and Share'
Christmas Party – times as normal. Please note there will not
be a meeting in January, so our first meeting of 2011 will be on
2nd February when we will be welcoming Mrs Olivia Elton-
Barrett who will be demonstrating and talking about
'Basketmaking and Willow in the Garden'.

Finally, on behalf of the Mountfitchet Garden Club, I wish all
'Link' readers and editorial staff  a very merry Christmas and a
happy and prosperous 2011.

Maralyn Harris
Chairman

STANSTED CRICKET CLUB
We held a very successful Dinner/Dance Presentation evening,
organised by skipper Ian Parsons, at The Stansted Hilton on
Saturday 23rd October. Over 60 Club members and their guests
attended. Guests of honour were Ian and Pearl Devonshire
from our shirt sponsors, RCA, and we were entertained by
speaker Bob Piries (a retired police officer with a fund of
traffic-related stories). Awards were then presented for:

1st XI   batting              Charlie Kirby
1st XI   bowling              Mohseen Noori
1st XI   Captain’s award  Fred Kirby
2nd XI  batting                Mark Johnson
2nd XI  bowling             David Hedge
2nd XI Captain’s award  Mark Johnson
Clubman award             Keith Ayres
President’s award          David Hedge

We are also most grateful to the hosts and customers of The
King’s Arms, who recently held a curry night to raise funds for
local charities, and have given a generous donation to Stansted
Junior CC. It will be used for much needed ground equipment.

The photograph is of the 1st XI with their Division 3 Cham-
pions Trophy.  Back row: Richard Gardiner, David Ayres, Matt
Cope, Fred Kirby, Charlie Kirby, Mohseen Noori. Front row:
Ben Baker, Mark Gatland, Ian Parsons (with trophy), Matt
Abbotson, Jez Kealy.

David Hedge
Hon Secretary

MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

November Meeting
Members listened intently to Mrs Linda Blunt’s talk about
'Nepal – Its Plants and People'.  Mrs Blunt explained the
topography of the country – from east to west the country
is about 700 miles long and at its narrowest point is only
about 60 miles wide.  It is situated between two major
industrial powers – India to the south and China to the
north.  Running from east to west there are three main
zones: (1) closest to China is the Himals region where the
very high mountains are;  (2) the central zone where there
are high hills (but we would call them mountains!) and (3)
closest to India, is the Terai/Ganges River Plain where,
Mrs Blunt joked, the land resembles Essex as it is very
flat.  Running from north to south are ranges of hills, and
in the valleys and canyons between, completely unique
plants, shrubs and trees to that valley grow. Tourism has
opened Nepal’s doors to the outside world, but life in
remote rural areas has hardly changed.  The national
flower of Nepal is the rhododendron and over 30 species
grow in these isolated valleys. For the orchid lover there
are over 200 different species growing wild. By using
slides taken on walking holidays and during a year’s sab-
batical, when she worked in a rural school and with the
Horticultural College in Kathmandu, members were
shown how diverse the country is – its architecture, cos-
tumes, flowers, religions.  The people have to be self-
sufficient and every inch of fertile land is used to grow
crops.  The weather, height above sea level, temperature
(from very, very cold to over 40°C) and localised micro-
climates enable a wide selection of food to be grown rang-
ing from rice to pineapples, apples to wheat.  Terracing
the steep hills also enables more land to be cultivated.
Mrs Blunt explained that her fee would be given to a
Nepalese charity she supports and it would pay for three
children to be educated for a year.    A lively question and
answer session followed her talk.

Other News
The Jumble Sale on 16th was a great success and the
money raised will be put into our Speakers’ Fund.  A big
thank you to everyone who gave us jumble, came on the
day and supported us, grew plants for the plant stall and
helped throughout the morning.
23rd October saw our annual trip to one of the RHS Gar-
dens; this year is was Wisley’s turn.   At this time of year
Mother Nature can be fickle, but we were blessed with a
lovely day to wander around the gardens and orchards.
The sudden drop in overnight temperatures ensured that
the leaves were starting to change colour. Our trip coin-
cided with Wisley’s Autumn Festival and members were
able to wander around over 30 stalls testing and sampling
various locally grown/made produce.  Over 700 different
varieties of fruit trees grow in Wisley’s orchards and
members were able see a display of them and also to sam-
ple some of the more unusual types.   Wisley was also
host to ‘Europom,’ an annual gathering of European apple
and fruit enthusiasts.  This exhibition, held in a different
country each year, enabled members to see a wide range
of rare and unusual apples that are not readily available in
the UK.
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Royal British Legion
Stansted & District

Branch

and Insiyah, and their mother, Zebbie, that all of us in and
around Stansted miss Yakub - their father and our post-
master - but are honoured to have known him. We can look
forward to Zebbie returning to the mini-market early next
year and to the Alibhai family business continuing to serve
the community of Stansted for many years to come.

Alan Dean
On Behalf of the Stansted Community

MEMORIAL SERVICE
YAKUB ALIBHAI

On the occasion of the memorial service for Yakub Alibhai
at St John's Church, Stansted on 3rd November it was stand-
ing room only as over 250 people packed the church. The
service was conducted by the Rector, Paul Wilkin, who was
assisted by Giles Tulk, Assistant Curate.  Following a wel-
come to all, Juzar Alibhai, brother of Yakub, read the Sura
Al-Fathia in Arabic and English.  This is a prayer that is said
whilst remembering loved ones who are no longer with us.
The poem  'When I must leave' was read by Yaaha Alibhai,
the grandson.  Two tributes to Yakub were given; one by a
business friend, Vaughan Atkinson, and another by Council-
lor Alan Dean on behalf of the community. The poem 'To
those I love' was read by a niece, Insiya Alibhai, and the
eulogy by Yakub’s daughter, Insiyah Alibhai.

This was a unique and moving service in memory of a man
who ran the minimarket for 30 years and later the Post
Office on Chapel Hill. He will be remembered by the whole
village.

Derek Francis

Royal British Legion
Stansted & District

Branch

POPPY APPEAL
I trust that everyone who wished to donate to this year's
Appeal managed to wear their poppy with pride.  At the time
of writing this report the Appeal is continuing but an
announcement of the total collected will be in the next issue
of the 'Link'.

We were short of collectors this year; however several new
volunteers came forward and others extended their ‘rounds’.
Thank you all very much, and to the shops and pubs for
allowing us to have poppies on their premises.

John Segar
Hon Poppy Appeal Organiser Stansted and District

Tel: 813289

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE
 YAKUB ALIBHAI

(an adapted version of the tribute spoken at the
memorial service)

The Y & Z Minimarket is one of the last family-owned and
family-run shops in Stansted.  The late Yakub Alibhai’s shop
on Chapel Hill survived because Yakub believed in service
and made sure that his shop delivered what people wanted.
He was one of, if not the first shop in Stansted to be ‘open all
hours’. If you came off a late train, Y&Z would be open.
Yakub was not just interested in simply taking your money
and handing over the goods; he was always interested in all
of his customers as people and as families, and what went on
in the community.

The most significant good turn that Yakub Alibhai gave to
this community was to reopen a Post Office counter service
in 2006. Several councillors had spent two years or more try-
ing to help the Post Office to find new premises. Literally at
the eleventh hour, when Post Office management threatened
to make the closure permanent, Yakub agreed to incorporate
it into his mini-market. How grateful we all are that he was
willing to put himself through training courses to become a
sub-postmaster and to jump through many bureaucratic
hoops to ensure Stansted’s post office opened again. We
didn’t win all the battles. Bureaucracy got in the way of
installing a ramp for disability vehicle access to the shop.
There were many mutterings beneath Yakub’s breath about
people whose jobs seemed to be to stop the right thing being
done, rather than serving fellow citizens in the way that
Yakub thought was what life was all about.

Yakub happily shared anecdotes with his customers about
having met lots of national politicians being interviewed in
their homes whilst still working in the television industry,
before he and his family came here to Stansted in November
1979. The flowers and cards that came into the shop in the
days following Yakub’s sudden and sad death were a mea-
sure of the warmth and respect that people in Stansted felt for
him. Many fine words have been spoken and written to the
family since that fateful evening at the end of September
when I drove home from a meeting in Dunmow and won-
dered why an ambulance was parked at the bottom of Chapel
Hill.

I know I am not alone in having appreciated and enjoyed
knowing Yakub Alibhai. We will miss his humour; his ser-
vice with a smile; and his many suggestions about how to
make Stansted work better. At the memorial service the com-
munity was able to show Yakub’s son and daughter, Akhter
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GOLDEN WEDDING
Mr Clive and Mrs Janet Dellow revisited St Mary's Church in
Stansted on Friday 22nd October exactly 50 years after they
were married there.  The 'golden' couple were happy and
excited to be able to go into the church and spend time together
remembering their happy day, five decades before.

Both Janet and Clive put their long lasting marriage down to
hanging on when others would have let go.  The tenacity of
the pair has seen them through many difficult times and in
more recent years through a series of health problems.  The
couple have four children and seven grandchildren.    The
Dellows have maintained many long standing connections with
the village over the years. The Rose and Crown in Stansted
was once run by the two of them and Janet's parents were the
licensees at the Bell and Feathers on Cambridge Road (shortly
to be an Indian restaurant).  Clive and his four siblings were
also born in Stansted. He was also something of a local sports
personality playing  in both Stansted cricket and football
teams.   His mother, Violet, was the school cook for many
years.  Clive even has memories of the war and the effect on
the local community, including the story of a young boy who
was evacuated from London and came to stay with him and his
family. St Mary's churchyard also holds other more poignant
memories for both Janet and Clive as Clive's parents Violet
and Edward, his brother Tony and sister Veronica are buried
there.  Janet also has a memorial stone in the graveyard for her
parents William and Lillian Iverson.  For the half-century since
their marriage, although the Dellows moved to Suffolk, they
have kept in touch with both friends and family in the village
and return regularly.  All their children, grandchildren, family
and friends send them best wishes and many congratulations.

Amanda Whaley

BAA should accept court verdict and sell Stansted
SSE Economics Adviser, Brian Ross, urged BAA to
accept the Court of Appeal’s decision and relinquish con-
trol of Stansted without any more delaying tactics, such as
an appeal to the Supreme Court.  He commented that it
might be in BAA’s commercial interests to try to delay the
inevitable for as long as possible, but creating further
uncertainty would not be in the interests of either the local
community or the airport’s employees. Mr Ross concluded
that a change of ownership at Stansted Airport would at
least create the prospect of establishing a meaningful and
constructive dialogue between the airport management and
the local community – something that BAA were never
prepared to engage in.  There is, of course, always the risk
that the new owner could be worse than the devil we
already know but in this particular case we believe that
risk is extremely small.

NATS Postpones Airspace Changes Yet Again
SSE has welcomed the announcement by National Air
Traffic Services (NATS) of a further postponement of its
plans to introduce new flight paths and stacking areas for
the Terminal Control North (TCN) area.  A revised date
has not been given, but it is thought that it will be at least
two to three years before any new proposals are tabled. In
explaining this latest postponement, NATS pointed to the
recent downturn in air travel, as a result of which there is
less urgency on capacity grounds to achieve the changes.
UK air traffic levels are not expected to return to their
(peak) 2007 levels until at least 2013/14.

Latest News
It has been announced that the Government will begin the
process of formalising its aviation policy early in 2011,
starting with a scoping document that will be used as the
basis of a full consultation the following year.  The starting
point will be ‘no new runways in the south east’ within the
current Parliamentary term.  Shortly after the Secretary of
State’s announcement, SSE had a formal meeting with his
Aviation Minister, Theresa Villiers, to discuss the call for
a moratorium on additional runways at Stansted and the
issue of the continued ownership by BAA of hundreds of
homes bought under the threat of compulsory purchase in
recent years, most of which are rented out on very short
leases.  Her stated willingness to look closely at the issues
was encouraging and SSE is providing more information
to the Minister for this purpose.

Celebratory Party - Saturday 4th December
The campaign group will be taking time out to celebrate
the successes of the year - the withdrawal of the second
runway application and change of Government policy.  All
are welcome to join the celebrations at the annual Christ-
mas party, which this year will be held in Great Easton,
near Dunmow.  Tickets (£10 per head), to include supper
with a licensed pay-bar.  To book call office on 870558.

Carol Barbone
Campaign Director
Tel: 0777 552 3091

Brian Ross
Economics Adviser

Tel: 814961 or 07850 937143

APOLOGIES
Due to an 'embarrassment of riches', we were unable to
include all the articles and photographs submitted for this
edition of the 'Link'.

Editor
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Mitchell School of Dance

Mrs Mitchell LISTD Dip   AISTD  AES Dip
Fully qualified and registered teacher

Dancing Displays   Examinations
Choreography    National Competitions

Classes at:

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
St. Mary’s Church Hall, Birchanger

Tel: 01992 812781

A&I Electrical

All Electrical
Installations and

Repairs

New Fuse Boards
and Rewires

 Tel 07711 202423

J.D.W.
Gas heating Specialist

Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns

of  Central Heating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing

Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out
Gas Safe Registered

Ex. British Gas

Contact Julian
1 Church Hill Corner
Tel 01279 816083
or 07967 366585

Outstanding tuition for children in BALLET (RAD)
and MODERN DANCE on Mondays after school

at the QUAKER HALL, STANSTED
plus MELODY BEAR classes in Stansted

for pre-school children to introduce children to
dance & movement

Including Tap, Jazz,  Drama and Musical Theatre
+ Adult Ballet and Adult Tap

For further details and a Free Prospectus:
Telephone: 01279 654423

Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

N&J Westwood
Building and Construction

Barn loft and garage conversions
Refurbishment
Extensions
Driveways
Brickwork
Plastering
Fencing
Patios

For a free quotation and advice please call
John Westwood

Home: 01279 771867
Mobile: 07886 509722

NICK SHUTES
Painting and Decorating Ltd

High quality interior and

exterior redecoration

All woodwork repairs and replacements

including fascias, soffits and cladding

01799 542385
or 07885 778213

For a no obligation quotation call

Offers a bespoke service for your

Professional advice and unique designs

Other services include:
 Sourcing of furnishing fabrics
 Curtain poles,
Track systems & blind systems

Please contact me for a no
obligation quote on:

info@amandawellsdesign.co.uk
www.amandawellsdesign.co.uk
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to hosting the 2011 Spring Group Meeting on 28th April for
our five villages.

Phyllis Harrison

Our November meeting concentrated on a form of artwork with
which we are all familiar - village signs.   John Weston, our
speaker, gave a lot of interesting information on the varied
forms the subject took, and illustrated his talk with attractive
slides that he had taken.   The first signs date back to the Prince
of Wales, later Edward VII, when he bought the estate of
Sandringham in the 19th century, and decided that the several
villages it included should have a sign placed on top of their
directional finger posts as a form of identification.   On his
death and the accession of George V, the signs were refur-
bished, but when the Duke of York, later George VI, suggested
in 1920 the provision of village signs generally, the initiative
was taken up by a national newspaper and a series of prizes
were offered.

The competition was a great success and there were 525
entries, the winner being St Peter’s in Thanet.   Further signs
appeared with the Jubilee of George V in 1935 but all disap-
peared in 1939 when the War brought fear of invasion.   After
the War, they were replaced and further new signs were erected
with the celebration of the Festival of Britain, the Coronation of
Elizabeth II and her Silver and Golden Jubilees and the Millen-
nium.  It was noted, however, that the sign-makers were
exceedingly busy around the turn of the century so that some
villages finished up erecting their signs late!   John had many
slides taken from all over the country and he showed us the
great initiative and artistry involved.   Many indicated features
of the village, others showed aspects of its past, all in metal or
wood and even, in one case, china.   Signs commemorated a
notable doctor who had served the village, local myths, a 17th
century practical joke played on the residents involving a
dragon, puns on the name of the village and many other exam-
ples.   We thoroughly enjoyed John’s talk and his slides and
will look forward to any more subjects he will be investigating.

Our next meeting on 2nd December will be not only the
Christmas but also the members’ one.   This is the occasion
when our members take to the floor and speak about various
historical subjects they have been researching.   I hope you will
be able to attend.

Ian Seavers

COCKNEY ‘NITE’
On Wednesday 13th October the residents at Broome End
Care Home in Stansted enjoyed a Cockney night.  They
were entertained by the Pearly King and Queen with songs
while enjoying pie and mash with liquor. The dining room
was decorated with beer barrels and Union Jacks with the
residents singing along, waving their flags.

Julia Cracknell
Activities Co-ordinator

UGLEY
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

‘U R U Neek’ – the message I got when Mr Terence
Rockell came to reveal a few secrets of his past work as
deputy head of National Branch Finger Print Office (New
Scotland Yard). After training (with a racing–walker offi-
cer) and his stint at Hendon Police College, Constable
Rockell was let loose at 19 on Kilburn, North London.
Here he soon learned that ‘three blasts on your whistle’
didn’t bring your colleagues rushing to your aid! After
only 18 months on the bea, a conflict with a violent crimi-
nal left him partly paralysed and, at 21, medically retired.
How-ever, the civilian division of Scotland Yard had a job
for him and so we learned of the discovery, in the late 19th
century, of finger-printing. We were fascinated at the intri-
cate patterns and variations of prints shown on screen
slides. Forget DNA! – you share bits of that with your
family but only a fingerprint isolates every human being.
Our speaker’s working career ended rather spectacularly
with the arrest and conviction of Denis Neilson for the
murder of 16 North London young men. Members were
invited to be ‘done’ for a personal print and some bought
the offer; but why so few? What are our WI members hid-
ing? Beware! Mr Rockell is to be found lecturing on cruise
ships, ready for you.

In WI news, we have received our 90th anniversary certifi-
cate from HQ. The Tuesday craft group welcome more
knitters to support their charity. Dorothy Wallace gave a
good report of the half yearly council just past. The
number of Essex members has risen to 8,800 while the
National Federation boasts a near quarter million and ris-
ing. Pharmacists advise us to take generic and not branded
drugs (ammonia for a bee, vinegar for a wasp? Ooh that
iodine hurts! Pass the sal volatile someone!) For the diary:
Essex WI carols at Chelmsford Cathedral on 8th
December. Our New Year’s lunch will again be at the
Ugley Chequers on 26th January and yes, we look forward

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Simon Brown

All sized jobs considered
 Please call for a quote

Painter • Decorator • Gardener

 01279 813075 or 07813 086763
Stansted based

Simon Brown

All sized jobs considered
 Please call for a quote

Painter • Decorator • Gardener

 01279 813075 or 07813 086763
Stansted based
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Do-It-4U
General Handyman

Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance
  Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
  Drain Blockages Cleared
  Gardens Tidied & Maintained
  Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
  Fences Erected & Repaired
  Gutters Cleaned,  Repaired  or  Replaced
  Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel  01279  814411    Mobile  07774  877320

Pest Control & Prevention

 Ants, Bed Bugs
 Bees, Cockroaches
 Fleas, Flies, Foxes
 Mice, Moles, Moths
 Pigeons, Rats, Rabbits
 Squirrels, Wasps

www.h2oplants.co.uk

H2O Plants Environmental Services

Office: 01279 216538  Mobile: 07958 304744

Commercial and domestic works carried out
by fully trained, insured and discreet staff

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)

Selection of New & Used Cars
Accident Recovery Work

Welding & Chassis Repairs
Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre

Calor Gas Stockist

 cheaper labour rate
 guaranteed workmanship

free collection & delivery in local area

Please ring Malc or Neil on 01279 813315 or 815946

MOT Testing ~ Diesel & Catalyst

We help the motorist by

Familiar with most makes of vehicles
including four wheel drives

www.stansteddogs.co.uk

Dog Walking Sleepovers

Day care Puppy Socialising & care

Please contact Linda on

(  01279 812008
 07786 253610
linda@stansteddogs.co.uk

Other Pet services such as feeding and caring
for Cats, Rabbits, Guinea Pigs, Fish etc.

We can let the cat in and out, give fresh water &
food, clean the litter tray, pick up the post, water
the plants. Most of all give a wee pat to say we
care and you are always happy in your own home.

Stansted Dogs
Pet Services
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Stansted
Evening

Women’s Institute

Stansted
Evening

Women’s Institute
The October meeting, when we celebrated our 50th anniver-
sary, was a really fun evening, attended by nearly all of our
55 members as well as our Essex County Chairman, June
Ward, and Julie Alen, a past County Chairman, and well
known to many of our members. Four visitors from our
Group Institutes were also present and we were able to raise
the roof with our rendering of ' Jerusalem' - not quite Albert
Hall standard but not bad for St John's Hall! Chris Hope
made a display of 1960 memorabilia from the newspapers of
the time and some members supplied photographs from
1960  - how lovely to look back on schoolchildren, teen-
agers, brides and young mums with babies.

The picture shows five of our founder members, Elsie
Stoddart, Margaret Chastney, Rene Sanders (first President)
Marion Pretty and Margaret Meadows, cutting the cake made
by Brenda Ryan and iced by Betty Unwin. Margaret
Chastney did some lovely flower arrangements for the long
tables - yellow roses in green glass bottles tied with straw
bows and we were served a delicious meal of chicken, roast
potatoes and vegetables followed by a choice of tempting
puddings, coffee and mints and the cake! However, we all
managed to stay sufficiently switched on to listen to our
speaker, Keith Baldwin, who gave us a light-hearted look at
age, with readings and musings on the things that befall us as
we grow older, especially loss of memory and the like. Some
interesting facts emerged; apparently the average age in the
world is 67.2 years, which surprises me and I think we all
know there are more over 65s than under 16s in the UK. So
keep on with the walking, keep-fit classes and the ‘five a
day’ everyone!

November brings our Annual General Meeting when a new
Committee and a new President is chosen, and at the time of
writing has not taken place, so any changes there are not yet
known. We are also holding a Chinese Auction to liven up
the proceedings; I look forward to finding out what  that
is. The December meeting is on 9th and we are looking for-
ward to hearing Colin Street talking about his life and work
at the Globe Theatre. On 13th January we welcome Simon
Gilbert who will be entertaining us with 'Another Opening,
Another Show’ which should strike the right note for our
party night. Please come along and join us at any of these
evenings. We meet at 7.45pm in St John’s Hall. You are
bound to know someone there and what better way to cheer
up a winter evening?

Judy Colliver

Vision Service
On 20th October, members of Stansted Guide District gath-
ered in St John’s Church for a service to celebrate the Guid-
ing Centenary and to look to the future. Each unit contributed
songs, paintings, or poems to the service; there was a parade
of uniforms over the past 30 years, and everyone, including
parents, joined in with all the hymns.  Rev'd Paul Wilkin led
prayers and reflections, and Avril Braidwood, a Trefoil Guild
member (amongst many other Guiding roles!) talked about
the history of the movement and the challenge of the future,
encouraging the girls to make the most of the opportunities
Guiding has to offer.

Three Guides - Daisy Musgrove, Jessie Smith and Laura
Golden, were presented with their Baden-Powell Challenge
awards by three Trefoil Guild members, one being Jessie’s
granny, and the other two, Sonia Girling and Ann Howarth,
being former Guide and Brownie leaders in Stansted. This
award is the highest you can achieve as a Guide, so it was
particularly relevant to have them presented at this special
service, and we are very proud of them.

The highlight of the evening came when all the girls renewed
their promise or made it for the first time, and received a
promise badge especially for the occasion. Along with thou-
sands of other Guiding members round the country, this was
at 20:10 on 20/10 in 2010 - a unique moment, and one that
we hope everyone will remember forever.

Glynis Prothero
Stansted District Administrator

STANSTED GUIDE
DISTRICT

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and
Senior Section

UGLEY FARMERS' MARKET
(Every 3rd Saturday in the month)

Saturday 18th December
Ugley Village Hall

10.00am-12 noon

Come and buy all your goodies for Christmas
also

Saturday 15th January
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Fabrications
is the local company for all soft furnishings,

made from our fabrics or your own.
Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

For free advice and measuring service call

Carpet Fitter

Ken Cabourn
Tel: 01279 815122
Mob: 07799 146181

Carpets & Soft Flooring

For a quotation please call

Kate Harrison
CURTAINS, PELMETS, BLINDS,

CUSHIONS of all SORTS, BED COVERS,
VALANCES - ALL MADE TO MEASURE

I can supply fabrics, trimmings, tracks & other accessories.
Please call for my free advice and measuring service.

Tel / Fax 01279 777452
email: kateharrison_1@yahoo.co.uk

STANSTED CARPETS
CHAPEL HILL

EST. 1969

CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CURTAINS
CURTAIN FABRICS

ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN BLINDS
FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE

Call Peter on 01279-812019
E-mail: stanstedcarpets@hotmail.com

www.stanstedcarpets.com
CARPET CLEANER HIRE

OrionHeating.co.uk

01279 813591 25 Cambridge Road
Stansted Mountfitchet

Quality seasoned wood
& solid fuel held in stock

Economical and
sustainable heating

Local network of HETAS
installers

Woodburning Stove & Cooker shop in Stansted

Stove sizes & designs to suit all Stansted homes

Copyzone
L I M I T E D

Where bright ideas are realised!
Tel: 01279 657769 Fax: 01279 503151

Email: drew@copyzone.co.uk Web: www.copyzone.co.uk
Unit 3 Southmill Trading Centre,Southmill Road,Bishop’s Stortford,Herts. CM23 3DY

Your local
print shop,with

parking!

DID YOU KNOW CHIMNEYS AND FLUES MUST BE
SWEPT ANNUALLY?

UK Fire statistics show that every year
31,000 houses have chimney fires.

This is largely due to infrequent sweeping
CALL US NOW

Phone: 01245 601174     Mobile: 07703 057979

DO YOU USE YOUR CHIMNEY ?

www.chelmerchimneys.co.uk

Gardening Services & So Much More…

Most Aspects of Garden Work
 Grass Cutting / Pressure Washing
  General Decorating

Letter Writing / Proof Reading
Any tasks considered –  try me!

No job too small, call me today.
GILL OWEN : 07903 375225 or 01279 814616

Herts & Essex Window Doctor
Friendly Family Run Business

 Locks, Hinges & Handles
 Patio Doors
 Windows & Double Glazing

Call Nigel on 816324 or 07769 274610
Email: nijillpark@aol.com

Repaired or replaced:

Stressed? Worried?
Lack confidence or energy?
Want to stop smoking?
Get help with the changes you want in your
life with Hypnotherapy, NLP and Coaching
or take the Lightening Process training.
Contact Ursula, your local practitioner on 07734 509 258
or e-mail ursulacapell@me.com to find out more or book an appointment.

Also available, Reflexology foot massage at Fancy Fingers, Silver Street, Stansted.
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The programme was enhanced by guest performer,
Marilyn Cross, who performed excerpts from Roald
Dahl’s 'Horrible Rhymes' - to resounding applause
and appreciation.  The concert ended with Cava and
Canapés as an after-performance social gathering.
Our singers are always looking for new members, and
would particularly like some men to join them.  As
with any activity we run, you have to be a member of
the U3A to participate, so if you are interested please
come along – you do not have to be a member for
your first visit.

The next meeting will be at 1.30pm on Thursday 20th
January in St John’s Church Hall.  At this meeting,
our speaker will be Mark Davis whose subject will be
‘Parchment to NHS Prescription’.   Mark will talk on
the history of pharmacy from 4,000 BC to the present
day.  Originally remedies were obtained from a vari-
ety of plants using flowers, leaves, stems or roots.
Some well-known ones mentioned were belladonna
from the deadly nightshade plant, digitalis from fox-
gloves and from poppies, opium or morphine.
Leeches are still used for some medical treatments.
When a tomb was opened, a parchment prescription
was found between the knees of an Egyptian Mummy
buried about 2,000 BC. At the beginning of the last
century, 80% of medicines came from pharmacists’
recipes and 20% were proprietary tablets or capsules,
including aspirin, which was launched 110 years ago.
By the late 1950s the reverse was the case with only
20% or less being recipes for tincture extracts or pow-
ders.   From 1965, instead of taking medicines by
mouth three times a day, injections were given. These
lasted much longer and, therefore, saved many nurs-
ing hours.   There have been many developments in
medicines over the years, and this should prove a very
interesting informative talk.

Forthcoming Event
Tuesday 7th December 10.00am: We will be holding
a one-off tutored taster session of ‘Make your own
Christmas/Table Decorations/Wreaths etc’.   This will
be at the Free Church Hall, Chapel Hill.  All that is
required is for you to turn up, and if you have any-
thing you would like to turn into a decoration whether
it is baubles, fruit or fresh flowers, or even something
unusual, just bring it along.  Wreaths and oasis will be
supplied and are included in the fee of only £6 per
person, and if this is something that you find you like,
we could make it a regular feature in the New Year.
Why not come along and join us, even if you have
never done this before?.  Booking essential.   Please
contact Cherry for further information.

Friday 21st January: Ely Tour/Cathedral and Pub
Lunch.

Finally, on behalf of Stansted U3A I would like to
wish all readers a very Happy Christmas and a happy
and healthy 2011.

Cherry
Chair

Tel: 817140

HATFIELD FOREST
HIGHLIGHTS

Hello Everyone

Christmas approaches and the excitement is building. At the Forest
we are keeping busy through the winter months and there is plenty
to see and do. The Healthy Walk Group that meets every Thursday
is still going strong and always welcome anyone who would like to
join.  They meet at the Main Gate at 9.45am or by the Café at
10.00am so come along, keep out and about this winter and explore
parts of the Forest you may never have been to before.

Saturday 18th December is our annual Christmas Carol Concert in
front of the Shell House. We will have the Salvation Army Band
playing and we are looking for you all to come and join in with the
singing. I will be there singing away, hopefully not too badly! As
many of you are aware, the Forest has a fantastic display of mistle-
toe, a rare and endangered wild plant. Being a very slow growing
plant, an average of only 2cm a year, we want to protect as much as
possible and so we ask that you do not pick our mistletoe during the
Christmas season.

Laura Slater
Community Warden

Tel: 874043
Email: laura.slater@nationaltrust.org.uk

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET U3A
www.stanstedu3a.org

Please note that there will be no meeting in December, as we will be
having our Christmas dinner at the Great Hadham Golf and Country
club for all members.

At the end of October the Stansted U3A Singers, led by Musical
Director Isobel Bradshaw, performed their first ever public concert
at St John's Church.  The choir have only been together for just over
a year, formed at the inaugural meeting of the Stansted U3A and
originally consisting of a handful of ladies who agreed to sign up to
the fledgling singing group.  That small number has grown signifi-
cantly, and on the night the hall was filled to capacity.   The choir
performed before a 200 plus audience giving an exceptionally
enjoyable and varied performance, ranging from classical to hits
from the musicals to swing and pop.
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ADULT COMMUNITY
LEARNING STANSTED

Want to learn a new skill or take up a new
interest? We have a range of interesting
courses on offer including:

Computers for Beginners and Improvers
Creative Writing
Drawing and Painting
English

To ensure your place
ring us on 813319 quoting ‘Stansted Link’
or visit www.essex.gov.uk/adultlearning

On-line enrolment now available

 Courses available at the Peter Kirk Centre

STANSTED  MOUNTFITCHET
SOCIAL CLUB

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Why wait? Apply now!
Membership forms from the club in Lower Street

Tel 01279 812992

  DRINKS AT LOW PRICES

 Children’s Room
 Dropdown TV
 3 Full Size Snooker Tables
 Darts and Pool
 Gaming machines
 Jukebox & Live Entertainment
 Raffles and Bingo

Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere

Come & make yummy recipes, explore new flavours &
learn about food through games & experiments!

Cooking Classes, Workshops &
Parties for Children aged

2 – 11 years

learn about food through games & experiments!
Weekly classes for 2-4yrs olds.
Monthly workshops for school children aged 4-11yrs.

For more information call Jane:  07796 270068
www.kiddycook.co.uk  stansted@kiddycook.co.uk

Stansted Childminders
Two new Ofsted registered childminders with

full / part-time vacancies

For more information call
Charlie Thorpe             or  Helen Scott

  01279 814248    01279 815098
   or 07595 177136  or 07929 217625

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS

OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: info@tcsstansted.co.uk

Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &

Protection, New PC Setup & Training

L A N  O N E  C O M P U T E R S
U n i t  2  Rea r  O f
1 6  Camb r id g e  Ro ad
S tan s t ed
Essex  CM2 4  8 BZ
P h o n e  0 1 2 79  8 1 6 1 1 6
Email: info@lanone.co.uk

Your Local Computer Accessory & Repair Shop
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St Mary’s CE Foundation
Primary School

Learning together we care, share and prepare

The new school year is racing away already!  We welcomed
into the school our new pupils and their parents, to the Foun-
dation Stage and into other year groups.  The children have
all settled in well and so too have our new members of staff.
This year St Mary’s has a seventh class so that we can grow
the school while keeping class sizes below 30 pupils.  We
have held art and music events and participated in a variety
of sporting fixtures (with mixed success!).    For the harvest
collection this year we again supported Harvest for the Hun-
gry, filling boxes with dried food goods for families in
Bulgaria.   The Year 6 pupils from several local schools
joined us for a Road Safety play ‘Chicken’.  November
arrived very quickly and already it was time to plan rehear-
sals for the Christmas production!  The Key Stage 2 pupils
are staging a musical production of Charles Dickens ‘A
Christmas Carol’. The school choir will be singing at a series
of Christmas events including the CTS Celebration of Christ-
mas, and a joint concert with Bentfield, Birchanger,
Elsenham and   Henham schools at 6.00pm on Wednesday
15th December at MMCC.  This ‘Stansted Cluster’ of pri-
mary schools is a new collaboration and we are looking for-
ward to working in partnership in many ways in future.

We are working on two other exciting projects, which will be
ongoing all this year.  One is to achieve the International
School award, which includes building up a partnership with
a school overseas.  The other is a complete review of our sys-
tems for engaging the ‘Pupil Voice’ and the use of talk
across the whole curriculum.  One further task has been to
renew our school website.  We are grateful to Mrs Nicola
Ward whose expertise has helped to set up the new site.  It is
still being developed and staff and pupils are preparing fur-
ther material to be added.  However, if you would like to see
the results so far the new address is:
www.st-marys-stansted-essex-sch-uk.ik.org.
 If you are new to the area and would like to have a look at
our school, please give us a ring on 812212 to arrange a visit.

Christine Tonkins
Headteacher

As announced in last month’s 'Link', our next concert will be
at 3.00pm on Sunday 5th December in our usual venue, St
John’s Church.  It will be a piano recital by the inter-
nationally famous pianist, Charles Owen, and his programme
will include Bach’s Partita no 6 in E minor, Debussy’s
Images Book 1, Schumann’s Papillons op 2 and Ravel’s Le
Tombeau de Couperin.

The first concert in 2011 will be at 3.00pm on Sunday 30th
January and will be given by Victoria Sayles (violin) and

Martin Cousin (piano). Victoria
began playing the violin when she
was only seven years old and, whilst
still in her teens, led orchestras at
the Royal Albert Hall, St John’s
Smith Square and St Paul’s
Cathedral. She attended the Royal
College of Music from 2003-2007
and since then has played with the
London, English and Scottish
Chamber Orchestras, and the Acad-
emy of St Martin-in-the Fields
Orchestra. She has appeared as

Guest Leader and as Associate Leader with both UK and
International orchestras and has worked with many major
conductors. Victoria is a keen chamber musician and solo
recitalist and plays a 1776 'Thir' violin.

Martin is regarded as one of the most
exceptional pianists of his generation
and has appeared regularly in the major
British musical venues since graduating
from the Royal  College of Music. He
made his solo debut at the Purcell Room
in 1998 to great critical acclaim. He has
performed as concerto soloist with the
London Philharmonic, Halle, Royal
Philharmonic and BBC Concert
Orchestras and has performed many
times internationally. He and Victoria
have made many appearances together.

Their programme will include Handel’s Sonata for Violin
and ‘Zigueneweisen’; and music by Ravel and Elgar. We are
most grateful to Sworders Fine Art Auctioneers who are
sponsoring the cost of hiring the piano, and The Countess of
Munster Music Trust. Tickets for each concert: adults £12,
children £1, are now available from Stansted Carpets,
Nockolds Solicitors, Sonia Levy, 31 Chapel Hill, tel:
815282,or at the door.  Our final concert this season will be
on Saturday 12th March at 7.30pm, when the former Royal
Harpist, Catrin Finch, will be making a return visit to
Stansted. If you would like further information about us,
please visit our website: www.musicatstansted.com

Alan Corbishley
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STANSTED GAS SERVICES
07956 855328  01279 817581

STEVE KING

Servicing, Breakdown and Repair to
Gas Central Heating and appliances.

Installation of Bathrooms and Showers
Gas Safe Registered. Ex - British Gas

GILLSON CARPENTRY & JOINERY
 First & second fix carpentry
 Site & bench joinery
 Extensions & building projects
 Kitchens
 Wooden flooring
 Decking design & construction
 No job too big or too small

Office    01279 812101
Mobile  07525 061661

Email:  gillsoncarpentry@btinternet.com

JP Tiling
All types of tiling undertaken including:

Ceramic, Porcelain, Natural Stone,
Under floor Heating.

Bathrooms, Wet rooms, Kitchens
Contact Jon Pichel 01279 815117 / 07846 760393
 Email: jon.pichel@btinternet.com

JONES & CO

Plumbing and Heating Engineers
Installation and Maintenance

Boiler and Cylinder Replacements
Bathrooms ~ Gas and Oil Services

Please contact David Jones
Tel 01279 815877 Mobile 07860 213760

Email djonesco@talktalk.net

NEWMAN’S

Plumbing • Heating • Electrical

Tel/Fax: 01279 814437    Mobile: 07831 233681

Kitchens • Cloakrooms • Bathrooms • Showers

Stansted Electric
From fitting a light ……  to a complete rewire

Showers installed ... Ovens / Hobs Connected
Handyman Services ... Free Estimates

Phone Jim on 07921 908214
Telephone: 01279 816399

Email: enquiries@stanstedelectric.co.uk

.

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS Est 1984

All Electrical Installations
Electrical Inspection, Testing & Certification

of fixed wiring & portable appliances
NICEIC APPROVED.  ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
Tel: 01279 771510 or 01279 652588
info@alburyelectricalservices.co.uk
www.alburyelectricalservices.co.uk

ALBURY ELECTRICAL SERVICES
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£500 for a memorial to a member’s husband who died from
leukaemia, has gone on to raise almost three million pounds
for the Leukaemia charity.

Peter Latham
Tel: 507294

Email: yp.latham@tiscali.co.uk

TWAM  - Tools with a Mission
I have been involved with  Tools with a
Mission for a number of years collecting on

behalf of my local church, friends and work colleagues. In
recent months I have become more involved by becoming an
area collector for the Herts & Essex border region. TWAM is
a nationwide Christian charity that collects, refurbishes, and
then distributes tools and equipment through missionaries
abroad, to communities or needy families to help them be-
come more self reliant and able to provide for their everyday
needs. Tools, machines and equipment from the following
trades are always in great demand; carpenter, metalworker,
engineer, plumber, leatherworker, cobbler, dressmaker, tai-
lor, caterer, electrician, car/cycle mechanic and gardener.
Sewing machines, knitting machines and typewriters are
sought after, as well as computer equipment that is less than
five years old. The gift of tools to TWAM cannot be under-
estimated as it could mean the first step for a family to be
self-supporting at the same time as allowing the missionaries
to provide help in their local communities. For full details of
the work of TWAM and a detailed list of tools and equip-
ment wanted please go to their website: www.twam.co.uk. If
you have tools to donate, please contact me to arrange collec-
tion.

Peter A. Webb
   Tel: 813954

                                  Email: pawtools@hotmail.co.uk

Tools For Self Reliance
The Stansted group of TFSR has run for nearly 20
years and is now shutting up shop. I am grateful to
all the volunteers who have contributed to its suc-
cess in any way. Sadly many of them have now died. People
like Judy Goddard, Ted Parsons, Roy Stebbings and Fred
Morris spent many hours repairing and sharpening tools in
my small workshop. Very much still alive are Rod Davies
and Tony Wellings! The aims of TWAM and TFSR are simi-
lar, so I am delighted to commend the work that Peter Webb
is doing on behalf of TWAM (see his article), and it means
that there is still a tool re-cycling facility in Stansted. TFSR
continues to thrive around the UK and you can find out more
on their website at www.tfsr.org.

Mike Dyer
Tel: 814059

FIREWORKS
Traditionally used only on 5th November, fireworks are
increasingly forming part of the celebrations at other times
too.  If you are planning to use fireworks during the 'Festive
Season' please be aware that the resulting noise causes
distress to some, particularly animals, and act considerately.

Editor

         ROTARY CLUB OF
         STANSTED STORT VALLEY

Excitement is rising with preparations
to take Santa and his elves to visit chil-
dren and his older fans round the streets
of Stansted.  Santa is hoping children

will be listening out and come to greet him as he passes their
houses.  Santa starts his rounds at 6.30pm and tries hard to
see all his friends by 8.00pm.  His schedule for December is:

Friday 17th: Five Acres, Croasdaile Close, Gilbey Crescent,
Croasdaile Road, Rainsford Road, Queens Close, White
Bear, Alderbury Road, Poultney Road, Mary McArthur
Place, Longcroft, Loates Pasture.

Monday 20th: Spencer Close, Greenfields, St Johns Road,
St Johns Crescent, Burnells Way, Brewery Lane, Mead-
owcroft, Colts Field, The Campions, High Mead, Birchalls,
High Lane, Lower Street, Gall End.

Tuesday 21st: Canons Mead, Bentfield Gardens, Cawkell
Close, Bentfield Road, Wetherfield, Bentfield Causeway,
Blythwood Gardens, Old Bell Close.

Wednesday 22nd: Maitland Road, Mount Drive, The
Spinney, Stoneyfield Drive, Stoney Place, Rochford Close,
Brook Road, West Road, Stoney Common Road, Manor

Road, Mountfitchet
Road, Priory Drive, St
Marys Drive, Park
Road.

This is the 15th year
that Rotary has made a
Christmas collection
for local charities and
good causes, and as
well as Stansted, Santa
will be visiting Thorley
and supermarkets in
Bishop’s Stortford.
The picture shows past
Bishop’s Stortford
Mayor, Councillor

Colin Woodward accepting a sweet and sending Santa off on
his rounds last year.

A few weeks ago we were guests of the Rotary Club of
Sawbridgeworth when we were introduced, by fundraiser
Malcolm Wells, to his charity Canine Friends.  Barry
O'Connell, an ex military, ex sportsman paraplegic, then
showed us how his life has been transformed since Guy
chose him to be his ‘partner’.  Guy, a large smooth haired
black retriever, has been trained to carry out a series of amaz-
ing tasks to help the physically disabled to live a more inde-
pendent life and to detect mood changes which could be life
threatening.  Dogs trained for the blind are good but dogs
from Canine Partners seem even better and the deep joy that
Guy brought to Barry and vice versa is amazing. By way of
light relief some members and partners enjoyed an evening at
the Cambridge Theatre for a production of 'Calendar Girls'.
Everyone will remember the international sensation caused
by the WI ladies posing in the nude for their calendar.  Now
ten years later, the charity that was intended to raise about
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Stansted
Psychotherapy

Counselling
Psychotherapy
Life Coaching

Contact:  01279 817976
sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

Resolve your issues
Create a better future

Start whenever you’re ready

Sian Lloyd MBA Dip.NLPt

HEAR ING HELP
UT T L ESFORD

For more information ring
01799 599790
 (9 am - 5 pm)

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids

 at
Stansted Day Centre

 2 - 4 pm
on the last Tuesday

of every month

Registered Charity No. 289280

Chris Osborn
Brickwork &

Groundworks

Extensions & Conservatories
Property Improvements &

Structural Changes
Garden Walls & Patios

Flint Work & Traditional Lime
Mortars

T:  01279 850703
M:  07515 284238

Email :
chris_m_osborn@yahoo.co.uk

Regular cleaning, maintenance
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment

Crystal Clear
Pond Services
Pond Cleaning &

Maintenance

 Pond Cleaning
 Pond Restoration
 Water Features
 Pond Supplies

For a clean and healthy
pond all year round.

Free estimates & quotes

01279 812011
07999 536580

www.crystalclearponds.co.uk
info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

 Extensions
 Kitchens
 Doors & Locks
 Windows
 Bespoke joinery
 Summer Houses
 Decking
 Soundproofing

Fully Insured and
Guaranteed

Nick Whitaker
Tel: 01279 813690

Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@live.co.uk

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

High House Nursery

GET THE MOST OUT OF LIFE
Clinical Hypnotherapy

Confidence ~ Exams
Stress ~ Anxiety
Phobias ~ OCDs

Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Relationships

and much more
and much more . . .

 One session help with
smoking therapy plus
support
Weight & Eating

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.com

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,

Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

Experienced Friendly Staff

‘A happy place to learn’

‘The children engage in a good
range of purposeful learning and

play activities'  (OFSTED)

For further information, please
call 07966 506997 or contact
Gill Pursglove on 01279 814701

St John’s Road,
Stansted, CM24 8JP

www.rainbowpreschool.net

Welcome Children
Aged 2½ to rising 5’s
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Cayless Chilli Tournament
We were thrilled that once again, Fran Cayless made the
trip down from Nottinghamshire to play in this popular
tournament. Fran presented a trophy to the Club when she
moved away five years ago. Her wish was that we should
play a fun doubles tournament and enjoy a chilli meal
afterwards. This year's tournament attracted a full entry of
16 players. The final was won by Joe Hollis and Fiona
Pye, who defeated Matthieu Glasson and Kate Rutter
6-3 in an exciting final.

Clower Girls' Doubles Tournament
This was held on 17th October.  Eight girls took part in the
round-robin tournament and then competed in the knock-
out stages. This year's winners were Ellie Sykes and
Georgina Hogg, who defeated Evelyn Carter and Anna
Rutherford 6-4 in the final. Honorary Club member, Pat
Clower,  presented the trophies and prizes to the winners
and runners-up.

Clower Boys' Doubles Tournament
This was held on Sunday 7th November. Ten boys sup-
ported the event, which this year was won by Matt Hollis
and Trent Williamson who beat Lewis Bryant and Devon
Williamson 6-0 in the final.

Date for your diary:
The next Ladies' Night will be on Monday 13th December
between 7.00 and 10.00pm. All are welcome! (Please note
the later start time.) The first Ladies' Night of 2011 will be
on Monday 10th January, starting at 7.00pm.  The Com-
mittee is hoping to organise a tennis event for New Year's
Day. Full details will be emailed to members nearer the
time.

Coaching
For details please contact Chris Hollis on 319155 or
Martyn Taplin (Monday night adult coaching session) on
816386. Chris's classes for younger children have now
stopped over the winter months. Chris will be looking to
start new classes in February, especially for seven to nine
year olds. Please contact Chris if you would like to be put
on his waiting list.

Used tennis balls
Used tennis balls can be purchased for £1 per tube of four
- choose your own! Please contact Jan Hollis on 812073.

Club Playing Sessions
Members are encouraged to attend these open sessions:
Wednesday from 9.00am and 6.00pm
Friday from 9.30am. Sunday from 10.00am

Contacts
Richard Mott (Secretary) 466348, Janet Hollis (Chairman)
812073, Daphne Lunnon (Membership Secretary) 817574.

Chris Hollis

The under-eights at Grove Cottage enjoyed a full day holiday
trip during half-term week.  We hired a coach, which made this
excursion a little more expensive. With 17 youngsters and 17
carers the journey by coach was much easier, and of course the
traditional singing on the coach added to the fun. We hope to
organise outings in all the school holidays  because the children
enjoy them and to give the parents a break.

In November we held a Communications Course to teach sign
language.   The course leader, Christine Chester of Hatfield
Broad Oak, learned to sign as a child because her grandparents
were profoundly deaf.   When her daughter, Anderley, was
born with special needs, it was completely natural for mother
and daughter to communicate in sign language.   By starting
early, Christine provided a bridge to help Anderley avoid the
frustration and temper tantrums that result when children can’t
make themselves understood. At the end of Sunday’s course a
delighted mother, Vicky Barnes, said “We learned to sign, sing
and read in a completely relaxed way and gained a lot from
talking to other parents.  I am sure my daughter Freya’s life
will be enriched because of this experience.”   The three tutors,
Christine, Sara and Dawn, all have years of experience with
their own children and we were delighted to see the resources
available from the Essex Library Service.  Despite the bene-
fits of sign language, until now there was nowhere in the area
that taught parents and nursery workers how to communicate
using sign language. Grove Cottage initiated these courses to
fill that gap.   Christine has created a practical, hands-on, inter-
active course that is full of fun and laughter to give people the
confidence to start signing.    Christine believes signing is help-
ful to all babies as a way of speeding up the development of
speech.

David Scott
Tel: 656085

MANUDEN SINGERS
Christmas Concert 7.30pm Sunday 12th December
Our Christmas concert is a performance of Bach’s 'Christmas
Oratorio' – one of the greatest works in the choral repertoire,
which we will perform with full choir, the wonderful support

once again of the Manuden Players, and a good
line-up of soloists.  Chloe Morgan, soprano, is mak-
ing her way as a soloist on the London scene, whilst
Katy Edgecombe has been a well-known contralto
soloist in the Cambridge area for many years; the
tenor is our own Jeff Phillips, who can always be

relied upon for a dramatic performance; and the bass part is
taken by James Priest, who has been awarded an apprenticeship
this year with Sir John Eliot Gardiner’s Monteverdi Choir, so
for him, there are exciting times ahead!

The performance will take place in Manuden Church, and all
proceeds will go to the Church funds to support their building
project, which is about to start when the bats go into hiberna-
tion and won't therefore be disturbed! Included in the project
will be a toilet and kitchenette, so Manuden Church is being
catapulted from medieval times into the 21st century!  Tickets
£10 adults, £5 children available from Fiona Bengtsen on
812157, or at the door.

Ian Priest

Stansted Tennis ClubStansted Tennis Club
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Nail and Beauty Studio

52a Silver Street, Stansted CM24 8HD
Tel 01279 647646

Visit us on
www.fancyfingers.co.uk

 your first treatment with this advert10%off

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, Ugley Village Hall on the B1383

(Cambridge Road), is available for hire throughout the
year for children’s parties, adult parties (over 25s),

functions, clubs, classes and social meetings.

For bookings or further information please contact Susan Bone
Tel: 01279 814052/Email: ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com

Naturalfamilyhealth.org.uk

Jan Rickwood

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy
Baby Massage

Christmas Fundraising Gluten Free
Halloween Birthdays  Diabetic
Weddings Corporate Nut Free
Valentines Mother’s Day Easter
Nikki Westwood 01279 771867

Email thechocolatelady@tiscali.co.uk
www.chocolate-parties.com

   CHOCOLATES FOR
HOCOHOLICS

CHOCOLATES FOR

Toilet trailers
Luxury and Party Range
single event portable and
disabled units available for
hire.

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

on 2nd Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

Registered Charity No. 246329

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesford@carers.entadsl.com

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

A real gem located in the heart of the
Languedoc Cathar country between

Carcassonne and Beziers

Please call for more details
Philippa 07967 655796 or Kevin 07707 995030

FAMILY NEWS
13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

Foreign Language Newspapers and Magazines
(Irish, Spanish, Polish, German, Italian etc) also available

We deliver 7 days a week
Please call us for more information on
OPEN: Mon - Sat 5am - 5.30pm; Sun 5am - 1.30pm

Reflexology treats the feet to help heal the whole person.
It is relaxing and can reduce stress and tension. It can also
be effective for back pain, migraine, sleep problems,
digestive disorders, hormonal imbalances and for
improving vitality and energy levels.
Home visits and gift vouchers also available.
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Christmas Concerts
MMCC will be holding their annual Christmas Service at
12.00pm on Tuesday 14th December in St Mary’s Church.
Everyone is welcome. The Christmas Concert is at 7.00pm
on Wednesday 8th December in the College hall. Tickets
priced at £3 adults and £2 concessions will be available from
College reception at the beginning of December.

Mr M Rowlands
Head of Music

Geography Trip – Walton on the Naze
Year 9 enjoyed an educational trip to Walton on the Naze
where we learnt how coastal erosion works and what protec-
tion can prevent this from happening. Our first stop was
under the Naze tower where we could see an example of
slumped cliffs and different coastal defences they use to slow
down the effects of erosion, and where we were able to eat
our lunch and buy ice-cream. Sadly however, high tide was
in and we were unable to go on the beach. Despite that, we
all had lots of fun and enjoyed a day out of the classroom!

Ellise Headley 9HB
Natalie Bailey 9AL

STANSTED BEAVERS
If you were out and about early one Saturday morning
recently, you might have been surprised to see a band of
marauding pirates out hunting for stolen treasure ... but a
closer look would have revealed that they were in fact
Beaver Scouts, taking part in a pirate-themed sleepover.  Kit-
ted out with cutlasses, bandanas and eye patches they had
made themselves, the Beavers certainly looked the part.  We
set up our indoor camp on Friday evening, complete with
Jolly Roger, and then had an evening of games and campfire
songs.  The Beavers were very excited to be sleeping in tents,
and couldn't wait to go to bed! Despite the rain lashing down
during the night, thankfully the next day brought sunshine,
and we set out on our quest to find the treasure, which had
apparently been stolen by a crocodile!  Eventually, after
unravelling clues we tracked down the guilty party, and the
Beavers managed to reclaim the chocolate gold coins.

We have also been busy with autumn craft activities and get-
ting ready for winter by making bird feeders and some lovely
gifts for Christmas.  If you have a child who would like to
become a Beaver, please contact me on 812825.  We wish
you all a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Dot Staunton

MOUNTFITCHET
MATHEMATICS AND

COMPUTING COLLEGE
Mountfitchet Trust Fund Breakfast Meeting
MMCC held its inaugural Business Breakfast in October in
the Library.  Guests included several local business people,
many of whom have actively supported the College in recent
years, plus members of the College Trust. The purpose of the
day was to introduce people to the College leadership team,
outline some of the key developments taking place under this
new leadership and to consider ways in which the local busi-
ness community can support the education of young people.
Following the success of the breakfast, it has been agreed to
run one each term, the next being held in February.  The idea
is to develop specific themes for each event so that busi-
nesses can begin to work in partnership with education and
help us to help them. Thank you to all who attended.

Catherine Anderson
Headteacher

GCSE Certificate Evening
Former students and families returned for a very enjoyable
evening to celebrate last summer’s GCSE successes.  Certifi-
cate presentation was followed by refreshments provided by
the PTA.  Students shared news of their new schools and col-
leges, although many said that they would have welcomed
the    opportunity to continue their studies at MMCC!

Mr P Smith
Deputy Headteacher

MMCC Community Team
On 23rd October, students of the MMCC Community Team,
ventured out once again to Stansted Library.  This time, with
the help of Reece Bird, Jack Grimes, Jasper Gneiting,
Timothy Hopkins and Cosmina Miscu, the team made animal
masks with the children after they had been read a Dr Zeuss
story!  Although it was a quiet morning, the children that did
take part in the mask-making workshop had lots of fun and
so did our team!  Many thanks to all who support us; don't
forget to look out for us around Christmas time when we will
be back at the library for some more stories and crafts!

Miss L Gittins

College Production - Wizard of Oz 16th-18th February
MMCC's whole College musical this year is 'The Wizard of
Oz'.  Following the outstanding success of 'Oliver!' last year,
we are hoping to generate even more funding to make this
year's production a visual spectacle! We have been running
some in-house fundraisers within College, including a cake
sale and a 'Wizard of Oz' themed bazaar. In November we
held a FIFA competition whereby students played to become
the next MMCC FIFA champion. Tickets are available from
the College reception from January.  Everyone is welcome -
we look forward to seeing you! We are looking for sponsor-
ship from the local community with a promise to give you an
advert or mention in our production programme. If you are
able to offer sponsorship of any kind, please email our pro-
ducer: lheadley@mountfitchet.e-folio.org.uk.

Miss C Beard
Head of Creative Arts
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DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

& Monumental Masons

For help, advice and assistance, please telephone:

www.drobinson.co.uk

24 hour Family Careline

79/81 South Street
Bishop’s Stortford
(01279) 655477

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth

(01279) 722476

146 High Street
Epping

(01992) 560890

Wych Elm
Harlow

(01279) 426990

Haslers Lane
Great Dunmow

(01371) 874518

Shire Hill
Saffron Walden

(01799) 523314

Clients’ parking and Disabled Access

White Horse Court, North Street
Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

Also in the City of Westminster

For Professional Advice You Can Trust
Call us: 01279 506421

Email: info@pwwsolicitors.co.uk
or visit www.pwwsolicitors.co.uk

Wills, Probate & Trusts - Commercial & Residential Conveyancing
Charities and Ecclesiastical Law - Corporate & Commercial Matters

Dispute Resolution - Landlord & Tenant - Notarial Services

Members of the Lawyers Christian Fellowship

Greenways Financial Planning

Professional friendly advice
on

Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgages
 Life Assurance ~ Critical Illness
 Income Protection ~ Annuities

Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622

e-mail dturner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

Tee Financial is excellently placed
to provide comprehensive
professional advice on all personal
financial planning matters,

specialising in retirement planning, trust and
portfolio management, care fees and equity release.

Tee Financial plc is a firm of Independent Financial Advisers and is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

For All Your Personal
Financial Planning Needs

For an initial no-obligation meeting, please contact
Kersi Deboo on 01279 713390 or

kersid@teefinancial.com

Rutland House, 47 Dane Street, Bishops Stortford,
Hertfordshire, CM23 3BT

         Tel: 01279 658304  Fax: 01279 757672
www.teefinancial.com
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DAY CENTRE NEWS
Our next lottery draw is on 13th December and
we will have another at the end of January.  If you
would like to buy a ticket to help support the Day
Centre, please pop in and see us.  We are also col-
lecting goodies for our Christmas raffle, so if you
have anything lying around that we can relieve
you of, it'll be well received!

Just a reminder to all that the Day Centre is avail-
able for groups to hire; great facilities, including a
well fitted kitchen and spacious dining hall.  Are
there any more budding artists out there who
would like to join our Art Group on a Monday
11.00am-1.00pm every week? We can supply
materials and tuition from our experienced organ-
iser, Sue. Lots of autumnal scenes to inspire at the
moment.

We have two excellent cooks working in our
kitchen producing delicious meals three days a
week.  Why not give yourself a day off in the
kitchen and come and see what else the Day Cen-
tre has to offer while enjoying some good hot
food? For example, the toenail cutting service will
be at the Day Centre again on 11th January.
Please ring 01245 346106 to book an appoint-
ment.

For more information on any of the above, give us
a call!

Kat Lupton
Manager

Tel: 815091 or  812144

STANSTED FOOTBALL
CLUB
At the time of writing this article Stansted FC are
at the top of the Essex Senior League and we are
still in both the FA Vase and Essex Senior Cup,
so our team are flying the flag proudly for
Stansted and are playing rather well at the
moment – but please come and see for yourselves.
In the ‘local’ derby against Takeley, which took
place on 6th November at Hargrave Park, we won
2-0. We drew Romford away in the Essex Senior
Cup on 2nd November which we won 2-4 in a
somewhat acrimonious game, and we are pleased
to announce that in the next round we have drawn
Grays at home on Wednesday 1st December –
kick off 7.45pm.

On the social side of things we are pleased to
announce that we have booked vocalist Laura Jay
to perform for your entertainment on Sunday 28th
November. She will be performing from 4.00pm–
7.00pm but the Club will be open as usual from
1.00pm. For details please ring Terri on 812897
after 4.00pm. The Committee of Stansted Football
Club would like to wish all the readers of the
'Link' a very happy Christmas and a prosperous
New Year and we look forward to updating you
on events from Hargrave Park in 2011.

Lynne Furber
Treasurer

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET RAILWAY
STATION

Our cover photograph by Tudor Owen illustrates part of the station as it now
is. The 'Link' gratefully acknowledges the research and information provided
by Ralph Phillips. This article refers to the period up to circa 1990, so there is
scope in a future issue for someone to describe developments since electrifica-
tion. Offers to the  Editor, please.

The extension of the railway line north from Bishops Stortford was con-
ceived in 1821 with the intention of linking the navigations of the Rivers
Stort and Cam during what was still the canal age. In 1834 the idea was
developed for an extension through Stansted to Cambridge and York, to
which Parliament gave approval in 1836. Early plans were made by the
Northern and Eastern Railway Company, but financial problems led to amal-
gamation with the Eastern Counties Railway and in 1862 incorporation into
the Great Eastern Railway. The existing line from Shoreditch to Bishop's
Stortford was to the 5' gauge but in two months in 1844 it was converted
without service interruption to standard 4' 8½"

The site intended for Stansted station was land below the present Old Bell
Close but in an early exercise of people power (aided it has to be said by
William Fuller Maitland) it was changed to its present location. In those days
local freight was as important as passengers, so following the opening of the
line and completion of the station in 1845, sidings were installed on what is
now the lowest part of Elms Farm and either side of the line by Black Bridge
(for coal), on the present Riverside Business Park (for malt and grain) and by
the Stoney Common Road Bridge (for Rochfords nursery). In 1942 the
present car and skate park became the sidings for fuel and bombs for the US
9th Air Force. Older residents remember the laden lorries being driven like
"the Devil out of Hell" nose to tail up a blacked-out Church Road. These sid-
ings were later used for construction of the Airport link.

The station gardens were laid out by Station Master Gawthrop in 1926 and
latterly tended by Porter Doug Hudgell when its 6500 plants earned a two
page article in ‘Popular Gardening’ and several company awards. The foot-
bridge was at the north end of the platforms until electrification, while near it
on the down platform from 1931 to the 70s was W H Smith's newspaper
kiosk and a gent's toilet. Happy days! The decorative wind braces supporting
the roof are of the Great Eastern period, as are the station building, walls,
and waiting room. The 1875 signal box was a major feature until electrifica-
tion, when it was demolished. However, the greatest change brought about
by electrification and an increasing population was the lengthening of the
platforms, initially to take eight carriages, and later 12. In the '50s and '60s
there was a siding south of the up platform where an empty train waited until
it was shunted on to the line to become the 8.28am to Liverpool Street. This,
with its first class coaches, was popular with the more affluent of the busi-
ness and professional community who then formed a significant proportion
of Stansted's commuters. The last Stationmaster between 1957 and 1966 was
the gentle ex-Arnhem paratrooper George Howell. If space permits, some
photographs in the next issue.

Ralph Phillips and Derek Honour
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Index to Advertisers

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in the Link,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the form below to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.
Details must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
Message

Sender’s Name   Tel

Animal Care Mercer & Hughes BC
 Stansted Dogs Pet Services 22
Art and Craft Art Works 10
 Millway Stationery   10
Ballet Graham School of Dance 16
 Mitchell School of Dance 16
Car Services D Bonney & Sons  22

David Nunn's Garage 30
Community & Carers UK 8
Care Hearing Help 30
 Helpline 8
 Stansted Mountfitchet Social Club 26
 Uttlesford Carers 32
 Ugley Village Hall (for hire) 32
Computing Alan Horsley (Computer Repairs)  8
 Lan One (Accessories & Repairs) 26
 TCS (Set Up & Repairs) 26
Dressmaking Alterations by Manuela BC
Education Adult Community Learning 26
 Kiddy Cook 26
 High House Montessori Nursery 30
 Rainbow Pre-School 30
 St Nicholas School 26
 Stansted Childminders 26
Electrical Albury Electrical Services 28
 A&I Electrical 16
 Ethical Electrical 28
 Stansted Electric 28
Financial  Greenways Financial Planning 34
& Legal Mansell & Co BC
 Pothecary Witham Weld 34
 Tee Financial 34
Food &  Chocolates for Chocoholics 32
Lodging Eddie Ho Fish & Chips 8
 Itsamaison (Holiday Cottage) 32
 Pocknell Food Co 32
 The Cock (Stansted) BC
 The Dog & Duck BC
 The King’s Arms BC
Funeral   Daniel Robinson & Sons 34
Services J Day & Son  8
 D C Poulton & Sons 34
Garden N W Brown (Landscapes) 8
Supplies, Crystal Clear Ponds 30
Services D Honour & Son (Landscapes) BC
& Floral Eden Garden Service 22

H20 Plants 22
 Steve Hall Garden Services 8
 J R Johnston (Trees)  8
 Mayfair Ponds FC
 The Secret Gardener 8
 Violets & Velvet 8
Heating &  Harpers Plumbing & Heating BC
Plumbing JDW Gas Heating Specialist 16
 Jones & Co (Plumbing) 28
 Orion Heating 24
 Ray the Plumber 28
 Stansted Gas Services 28

Household Fabrications 24
Furnishings  Kate Harrison 24
 Ken Carpet Fitter 24
 Stansted Carpets 24
 Stort Blinds FC
 Amanda Wells  16
Household A Better Aerial 28
Services Bin Done BC
 Chelmer Chimneys 24
 A&M Collins Roofing BC
 Dive Signs BC
 Do-It-4U  22
 D T Bedroom Design FC
 Fairweather Windows FC
 Finch and Son BC
 Gillson Carpentry & Joinery 28
 Gill Owen 24
 Go-Jo Quality Cleaning 12
 Herts & Essex Window Doctor 24
 Intense Cleaning 12
 JP Tiling 28
 Luxury Toilet Hire 32
 Newman’s Home Services 28
 Nouvelle Carpentry & Building 30
 Oven Bright 8
 Pest Control 22
Painting &  Ada Decorating FC
Decorating  Lesley Anne 12
 MWR Interiors 12
 Perfect Plastering 12
 Ray Morton (Decorating) 8
 Shutes Painting & Decorating 16
 T F Plastering 12
Personal Fancy Fingers (Beauty) 32
Services Glynis Cheers (Hypnotherapist) 30
 R Handford (Chiropody) 10
 Julie Golden (Chiropody) 8
 Lavender Blue (Health & Beauty) 10
 Lino Thomas (Hairdressing) 10

Lower Street Clinic 6
 Jan Rickwood (Baby Massage) 32
 Stansted Chiropractic             6
 Sole Reflexions (Reflexology) 32
 Stansted Psychotherapy 30
 Williams (Osteopath) 6
 What’sa name’s (Hairdressing) BC
Pilates Back to Basics (Pilates)  6
 Tone Pilates 6
Printing Copyzone 24
Property Bareham Overy (Architects) 12
Services Chris Osborn (Brickwork) 30
 Hibbs & Walsh (Architects) 12
 Jason Bagge Architecture 12
 Masons (Builders) BC
 Persimmon Homes 34
 Westwood Building & Construction 16
 A C Wright Building Contractors 12
Retailers Family News 32
 John Wilson Jeweller 10
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Free surveys and quotes can be arranged through our network of HETAS 
registered independant installers. Call in to discuss the best stove for your home.

Stoves and Cookers to suit all homes
You might like a small efficient stove to help take
the chill off of cool evenings, or a cast iron cooking
range for perfect roasts. Orion Heating have a large
range of appliances in eco-friendly woodburning or the
more flexible gas, oil, electric and solid-fuel options.

Stove shop in Stansted
Orion Heating have been trading in
the area since 1977. We are now
pleased to invite customers to our 
family run Cambridge Road shop. 

25 Cambridge Road,
Stansted, Essex, CM24 8BX01279 813591

ESSE Cooking range

  Orion Heating.co.uk 
Woodburning Stove and Fireplace Shop

Joy Mountney

Tel: 01279 870699
Mobile: 07980 855629

• Reiki Master • Medium • Healer •

Reiki
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Free surveys and quotes can be arranged through our network of HETAS 
registered independant installers. Call in to discuss the best stove for your home.
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Home cooked food served:

Tuesday to Thursday  12 - 8 pm
Friday   12 - 9 pm
Saturday and Sunday  10 - 6 pm
Senior Citizens Wednesday 12 - 2.30 pm 2 courses £5.95

Station Road, Stansted CM24 8BE 01279 812948
kingsarmsph@btconnect.com

www.kingsarmshotelstansted.co.uk

 Large Beer Garden
 Smoking Shelter
 Bingo 2nd Monday
 Quiz Night last Tuesday
 Free Pool Table Wednesday nights
 Live bands/ karaoke every weekend

Accommodation
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