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Monday 6 pm - 10.30 pm
Tuesday - Saturday 10 am - 3 pm and 6 pm - midnight

Sunday Breakfast 10 am - 11 am and Lunch noon - 7 pm

Peter and Angie Ruggiero
present to you the

true taste of Italy in Stansted

Authentic Italian Cuisine
Stone Baked Pizzas

Ruggiero Family Pasta dishes
Speciality Meat, Poultry and Fish dishes

All our food is prepared on the premises

A family restaurant for all to enjoy
Tel: 01279 817177  Fax: 01279 813866

Lunch and Dinner
Sunday Lunch

Bookings recommended

30 Lower Street Stansted CM24 8LP
www.badabingstansted.com

Email: badabingstansted@aol.com

Traditional English Pub in a Delightful Rural Setting

A Family Friendly Atmosphere Serving

Traditional Home Cooked Dishes
Locally Sourced  Ingredients
Menu Changed Daily

Lunch 12-2:30 PM  Dinner 6:00 PM  till late
Booking advisable

Tel: 01279 850347
Or see our Web-Site  www.cockinnhenham.co.uk
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DISCLAIMER Opinions expressed in this magazine
are given freely and do not necessarily represent those
of  the editorial committee.
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Editorial

One of the inevitable outcomes of the recent hard weather is a plethora of pot-
holes in our roads and footways.  The availability of resources for repair, both finan-
cial and human, will be severely stretched but a possible temporary silver lining could
be that road conditions are a deterrent to speeding.  This, together with pavement
parking, continues to be our principle highway problem.  The 'Link' recently com-
mended local drivers for their restraint on Grove Hill but the flouting in January of the
7.5 tonne limit by a rogue HGV driver is a reminder that our road system is dependent
on considerate driving or parking - and no massive 'Ecotown' up the road.

Our cover and centre pages depict the treasury that our two nature reserves provide.
With their ownership assured they give a guaranteed future for many of our natural
companions.  The Essex Wildlife Trust is funded by donations and subscriptions, not
public money, so we owe a great debt of gratitude to the benefactors who gave them
and the volunteers who maintain them.

Another 'thank you' is due to our medical services that have had to cope with a stress-
ful winter and steadily increasing population.   Stansted folk are, to put it gently,
increasingly curious about the lack of news on the Health Centre!

CIRCULATION:
The Link is delivered free to
2700 homes and businesses in
Stansted Mountfitchet.
Further copies may be
purchased for 50p each or
£5.00 for the year.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
by email (preferred) to:
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk

or by hand to:
7 Blythwood Gardens,
Stansted CM24 8HG

by noon on 11th February
for the March issue

by noon on 11th March
for the April issue

  Stansted Network is compiled by Stansted Mountfitchet
  Parish Council
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Christmas Events
Very many thanks to all who supported the ‘Celebration of
Christmas’ event at St Mary’s Church on 19th December,
and to those who braved the icy pavements to join thecarol
singing in the village on the Tuesday and Wednesday even-
ings just before Christmas. As a result of the collections and
donations made, we have been able to send £330 to Grove
Cottage (Mencap), Bishops Stortford, and £142 to The
Churches Conservation Trust (which maintains St Mary’s).

Lent Groups
This year’s Lent Groups will be held on the following
Tuesdays at 8.00pm in St John’s Church:

23rd February  (led by The Anglicans)
2nd March  (led by The Friends)
9th March  (led by The Free Church)
16th March (led by The Catholics)

On 23rd March there will be a bring and share Agape at
8.00pm in the Free Church Hall.

More details of the course we are following will be available
in early February from the churches. All are welcome – you
do not have to attend all the sessions – just come when you
can.  See you there!

Alan Corbishley

        STANSTED FREE CHURCH
       Methodist / URC

        Chapel Hill
        www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Ministers Rev’d Allen Morton
Tel: 757635
minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

 Rev’d David Mullins
 Tel: 654475

minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer
7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG
Tel 814059
lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Preachers for February
7th   10.30am The Worship Team – New Directions
14th     10.30am Janet Bottoms
21st 10.30am Rev’d Allen Morton – Communion
28th 10.30am Rev’d StuartVeitch

Café Worship returns to Stansted
On the evening of Sunday 14th February, we are holding our
third Café Worship.  This is an informal service where the
congregation are seated around small tables in the church
(café style!) and coffee is served during the service.  Why not
come and experience something different? All welcome – the
service starts at 7.00pm. For more details please ring 814059.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Ever since seventeenth century Quakers were savagely persecuted and imprisoned for their faith, Quakers have cared
deeply about prison reform and tried to promote more effective and redemptive ways of dealing with offenders. Our
present justice system jails more people for non-violent crime and more children than any other country in Western
Europe. In 2009 the prison population reached an all-time high of 84,442 and our prisons are bursting at the seams. The
Government's remedy is to build 50 new prisons, each costing the equivalent of two district hospitals or 50 primary
schools.

No-one is denying that anti-social behaviour needs a response and society does need to be protected from insane or vio-
lent people, but sending non-violent offenders to prison is neither cost-effective nor successful, since 76% of male
prisoners and 65% of all prisoners re-offend within two years, many of them yo-yoing in and out of prison for much of
their lives. We persist in imprisoning the most disadvantaged people in society, who tend to remain poorly educated, ill or
addicted and just as damaged as before their imprisonment. Advocates of Restorative Justice (RJ) were heartened recently
by a report launched in Northern Ireland, which showed that only 40% of offenders on RJ programmes re-offend within a
year and spoke of the satisfaction felt by  communities involved in RJ schemes. Unfortunately the Press
Association announcement of this success spoke of “forcing young offenders to apologise” (in fact there is no compul-
sion for offenders or victims) and sought to trivialise RJ with headlines like “Say sorry and you get off”, ignoring the
weeks of preparation, what the offenders agree to and the follow-through that ensures them making amends. The argu-
ments in favour of RJ include not only its cheapness but also its relative effectiveness. However, the Government is still
pursuing its prison-building (vote-winning?) policies and RJ is still very poorly funded. Some recent statements, how-
ever, could be rays of hope for RJ - Charles Walker MP stating “We have to be brave in promoting prison reform”;  Jack
Straw announcing that women offenders will receive non-custodial sentences; and Dominic Grieve MP stating that a
Conservative government would not build more prisons if elected.  What with the above and the economic crisis, perhaps
the day of RJ has dawned!

Anthea Lee
Stansted Quaker Meeting
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All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
             St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
             Tel: 815243
             Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
             Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
             Wednesday, Friday
             Administrator: Mrs Elizabeth Jennings
             Website: www.stansted.net/stjohns

Rector:             Rev’d Paul Wilkin
             Tel: 812203
             Email: paulwilkin@iname.com

Assistant   Rev'd Giles Tulk
 Curate: Tel: 817155
             Email: stansted.curate@googlemail.com

Director of Lorraine Everett
 Music: Email: church.music@stansted.net

St John’s Diary
Sunday
8.00am   Said Holy Communion
9.30am   Worship 4 All (1st Sunday)
9.30am   Choral Eucharist (2nd -
     4th Sundays)

Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Friday
8.30am   Morning Prayer  There are services of
    Holy Communion on
Tuesday   the  first Tuesdays and
9.00am   St John's Tots  Wednesdays of the
    month in Norman
Wednesday   Court, Hargrave House
9.00am   Morning Prayer and Broome End
10.00am   Holy Communion Nursing Homes.

Saturday
9.00am   Morning Prayer

Monday-Friday
5.00pm   Evening Prayer

FROM THE REGISTERS
November

     Baptism
     15th Zoe Katherine Craig

     Funerals
     25th Evelyn Florence Tame, age 96 - at St Mary's
     26th  Stanley Frank Scotney, age 86 - at Parndon
  Wood

December
 Funerals

     22nd Elaine Rose Jordan, age 54 - at St Mary's
     31st Louise Agnes Hopkins, age 91 - at Parndon
   Wood

GOOD FRIDAY PROJECT 2010
Oh yes, it’s nearly that time of year again.  “But I’ve only
just put away the Christmas decorations!” you cry.  But with
Ash Wednesday on the 17th of this month, we are reminded

that it's time to start preparing for the next big Christian festi-
val and it’s so good to look forward to spring after the winter
we have just had. The Good Friday Project is a  Stansted tra-
dition greatly enjoyed by children and adults alike in this
area, and this year we would like it to be as good as  ever.
Last year 80 children had great fun acting out the Easter
story, creating the set, making props, crafts, music and sing-
ing.  Like anything on this scale, it did not happen by magic.
A lot of hard work and organisation goes into making the
day a success.  We need creative people to think up crafts
and prop ideas, musicians and people with a sense of drama
to make the story come alive.  And we need helpers, willing
to get stuck in with the children and lead activities.  Anyone,
young or old can do it, but you will have to have a CRB
check which we can organise.

So if you would like to be at the heart of this exhausting, but
fulfilling project please come along to our first planning
meeting on Sunday 21st February at 3.00pm in St John’s
Church. You could also contact Janet Wilkin on 812203 or
email via the Church Office:
st.johns.church@btinternet.com.

We’re looking forward to hearing from you, and seeing you
on 21st February.

Janet Wilkin

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk Mrs Anthea Lee
  24 Lea Close
  Bishop's Stortford
  Tel : 01279 656707

Meeting  Sunday, 10.30am
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Shalom

The first anniversary of St John's Tots was celebrated in
December and the children came dressed as angels and shep-
herds for this special day.   A cake made by one of the helpers
was shared out after the service and everyone was
complimentary on this new venture.

The St John' s Tots is for pre-school children with their mums
or carers, and meets every Tuesday morning in term time at
9.15am in the church. After coffee and a chat, Paul and Giles
give the children a biblical story and usually a film with sing-
ing.

After the service the children play with toys and get used to
the size and beauty of the church, which it is hoped they will
continue to enjoy for the rest of their lives. At the last count
20 children attended with more on the rota.  We always wel-
come new faces and hope to see more in the New Year.

Derek Francis

Shalom
At 8.00pm on Tuesday 8th February, Rev’d Giles will be
talking about ‘How does the church respond to 21st century
society?’  This meeting will be at 7 Blythwood Gardens. On
22nd February at 8.00pm, our ‘At home’ will be at Margaret
Silvester’s house, 6 Church Hill Corner.  All are welcome.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB
St John’s Church and its community is a thriving organisa-
tion which offers something for everyone of every age
throughout the year.  As well as providing a comfortable
venue for worship, prayer and quiet contemplation, a joyful
and appropriate setting for weddings and baptisms and the
serenity required to celebrate the lives of the departed, it also
offers a weekly Tots (pre-school children) service and play-
time as well as holding regular events for the church school.
In addition, it provides a very suitable venue for the Village
Music Club, which has been operating for several years, and
has hosted many diverse charity events.

In order to continue its outreach in providing benefits for the
village as a whole, St John’s, like so many organisations at
the present time, is in need of further income/financial sup-
port.  For this purpose, we are proposing to embark upon a
new venture in the form of St John’s 300 Club.  We are
therefore appealing to all Stansted residents to consider sup-
porting this venture to assist the Church in continuing to
operate at a level which we feel sure you would wish us to
maintain.  The basis of the scheme would be as follows:-

1. We aim to sell between 250 and 300 numbers

2. Each number would cost £2 per month (£24 per year)

3. There will be a draw once a month for one prize of
£100, one prize of £50 and one prize of £25

4. In addition, there will be two Super Draws held in
July and December (ideal to help with holidays and
Christmas!) of £200 each.

Subscriptions and application forms will need to be received
by 1st April to enable a start date of 1st May. To join the
scheme, or for further information, please contact Francine
Cope on 814562 or Rosemary Thomson on 815551.

PS  If anyone knows of a tombola drum which is surplus to
requirements, we would be very pleased to hear from you!

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Priest Father Joe White
 The Presbytery
 St Therese of Lisieux
 High Lane
 Stansted

Tel: 814349

Masses Saturday     6.00pm
 Sunday    9.00am and 10.30am

 Holy Days of Obligation  8.00am and 8.00pm

 Tuesday-Saturday  9.30am

Confessions
Saturday   10.00am
   and by appointment

Baptisms By appointment
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COULL STRING QUARTET
Haydn ~ Mendelssohn ~ Shostakovitch

February
3 Wed Mountfitchet Club Day Centre 2 – 4 pm
  Mountfitchet Garden Club Day Centre 8 pm
4 Thu Local History Society Day Centre 8 pm
6 Sat Skips Lower St Car Park 9 am – 3 pm
8 Mon Shalom Group 7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
10 Wed Rainbow Ladies’ Pamper Eve Day Centre 7 – 9 pm
11 Thu WI St John’s Hall 7.45 pm
18 Thu U3A St John’s Hall 2 pm
19 Fri Conservatives’ Pub Evening Rose and Crown 8 pm
20 Sat Skips Lower St Car Park 9 am – 3 pm
  Lib Dem Quiz Day Centre 7 for 7.30 pm
21 Sun Good Friday Project meeting St John’s Church 3 pm
22 Mon Shalom At Home 6 Church Hill Corner 8 pm
23 Tue Lent Group St John’s Church 8 pm
24 Wed – 26 Fri Oliver Mountfitchet College 7.30 pm

March
2 Tue Lent Group St John’s Church 8 pm
3 Wed Mountfitchet Club Day Centre 2 – 4 pm
  Mountfitchet Garden Club Day Centre 8 pm
4  Local History Society Day Centre 8 pm
6 Sat Skips Lower St Car Park 9 am – 3 pm
  Rainbow Nearly New Sale  St John’s Hall 11 am – 1 pm
  Entertainment Quiz Bentfield School 7.30 for 8 pm
  Music@stansted St John’s Church 7.30 pm
8 Mon Shalom Group 7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
9 Tue Lent Group St John’s Church 8 pm
11 Thu WI St John’s Hall 7.45 pm
12 Fri  Conservatives’  AGM  Day Centre 8 pm
16 Tue Lent Group St John’s Church 8 pm
20 Sat Skips Lower St Car Park 9 am – 3 pm
  Saffron Walden Choral Concert St Mary’s, S Walden 7.30 pm

To advertise your March event please tel 814059 or email
events@stanstedlink.org.uk before 11th February

All entries subject to editorial approval

Clothes ~ Equipment ~ Books
Toys ~ Videos ~ Maternity Wear

Tel 07966 506997 for details

QUIZ EVENING

Stansted & District
Liberal Democrats

7 for 7.30 pm Day Centre
Saturday 20th February

Tickets £8 (incl ploughman’s)
Tel 814222 or 813579

 Bar ~ Raffle

LADIES
PAMPER
EVENING

Come and Treat Yourself!
7 - 9 pm Wed 10th Feb

Day Centre
Tel 07966 506997 for details

Start at 8 pm ~ All welcome

You do not have to attend every
week.  Come when you can!

LENT
GROUPS

Tuesdays in St John’s Church

23rd  Feb led by The Anglicans

2nd  Mar  led by The Friends

9th   Mar  led by The Free Church

16th  Mar led by The Catholics

23rd Mar Free Church Hall
bring and share Agape

Sat 30th Jan
7.30 for 8 pm

£10 incl hot supper
bring your own drinks

Tickets from school office 812212

MUSIC QUIZ ?
?

St Mary’s School PTFA

Sat 6th Mar 7.30 for 8 pm
£6 or £40 for a  table of 8
 incl mash & stew supper

Bring your own drinks & nibbles
Please tel 815765

Bentfield School PTA

Entertainment Quiz
Monteverdi Vespers 1610

Tickets from:
Saffron Walden Tourist Information Centre

or SWCS Box Office 01279 812849
Adults £15 Concessions £12

7.30 pm Saturday 20th March
St Mary’s Church Saffron Walden
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D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)

Selection of New & Used Cars
Accident Recovery Work

Welding & Chassis Repairs
Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre

Calor Gas Stockist

 cheaper labour rate
 guaranteed workmanship

free collection & delivery in local area

Please ring Malc or Neil on 01279 813315 or 815946

MOT Testing ~ Diesel & Catalyst

We help the motorist by

Familiar with most makes of vehicles
including four wheel drives

DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

& Monumental Masons

For help, advice and assistance, please telephone:

www.drobinson.co.uk

24 hour Family Careline

79/81 South Street
Bishop’s Stortford
(01279) 655477

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth

(01279) 722476

146 High Street
Epping

(01992) 560890

Wych Elm
Harlow

(01279) 426990

Haslers Lane
Great Dunmow

(01371) 874518

Shire Hill
Saffron Walden

(01799) 523314

Greenways Financial Planning

Professional friendly advice
on

Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgages
 Life Assurance ~ Critical Illness
 Income Protection ~ Annuities

Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622

e-mail dturner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

¶ Variety of activities for ages 0 - 5

¶ Fully qualified staff

¶ Open 9 am - 5  pm every weekday
(except Bank Holidays)

¶ Information for all your family needs
Call us or drop in for a look around

& pick up a time table.

BUPA and AXA/PPP
recognised

20 Cambridge Road

How are YOU feeling today?

Members of the
British Chiropractic

Association

We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:

Back Pain, Neck Pain, Sports Injuries, Migraine and
Other Joint and Muscle Problems

 We are offering an initial consultation with the Chiropractor which includes a thorough
physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £45) on production of this advert.

Recent guidelines published by the National Institute for Health and  Clinical Excellence
(NICE) recommends the option of spinal  manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the

management of certain  types of low back pain.www.nice.org.uk/cg88

Stansted Chiropractic
and Back Pain Clinic

01279 815336

Digital X-ray & Bone Density
Scanner available on site

MRI on referral

20 Cambridge Road,
Stansted CM24 8BZ

www.greatback.co.uk

Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcell Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC
Doctors of Chiropractic
Registered Chiropractors

IMMEDIATE ACCESS
No GP referral required
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MMCC PTA

Forthcoming Events
QUIZ NIGHT - 6th March
CAR BOOT SALES - 28th March, 9th May, 4th July and
26th September.

www.mmccpta.org.uk

USE OF ST JOHN'S CHURCH HALL

Many will know that parties held at St John’s Church Hall
occasionally lead to excessive noise levels and sometimes
rowdy and riotous behaviour in the neighbourhood, much to
the inconvenience and distress of local residents.   It must be
said that the latter, rowdy and riotous behaviour, is fre-
quently not directly the fault of those holding a party, but of
ill-disciplined elements within the community and neigh-
bouring communities, which try to ‘gate-crash’ parties and
generally cause havoc.  This can happen simply because
these wayward elements happen to be passing and call up
their chums, but more often it results from news of a forth-
coming party leaching out through word of mouth, Face-
book, and similar internet social networks.

A few months ago, the Church Hall Management Committee
suspended further parties in the Hall whilst it considered how
to address the problems.  The simplest solution would be to
abandon parties altogether, but that would deprive many in
the village of a unique facility which, if used with considera-
tion and sensitivity, enables villagers to celebrate and enjoy
family and similar occasions.  It is totally wrong that a small
element in the community should prevent perfectly legiti-
mate congregation of families and friends for celebrations of
one kind or another. The Committee has decided to require
Hall hirers to keep noise levels to a reasonable level and to
reserve the right to close down parties where this require-
ment is not observed.  For parties involving youngsters a
minimum number of responsible adults will be required to be
present, particularly when alcohol may be involved.

The Committee has also decided that music, whether live or
recorded, must cease by 11.00pm unless otherwise specifi-
cally agreed with the Committee.  This will also allow time
for parties to wind down and clear up and for guests to dis-
perse in time to catch late trains etc. The Committee has also
had extensive discussions with the Police who have issued
guidelines for the conduct of Hall users which will be given
to them with the conditions of Hall use.  The Police will be
given advance notice of all Hall functions, not simply parties,
so that they can provide appropriate cover where needed.
Such cover could include up to three Police visits during a
party: one at the beginning to introduce themselves and to
ensure that organisers know how to contact them; one during
the party to ensure that all is going well; one at the end to
ensure peaceful dispersal of partygoers. Therefore we shall
limit the number of parties or musical events to two per
month for the time being. I sincerely hope that we shall alle-
viate, if not eliminate, the problems.  If users do not respond
properly, we shall not succeed, and we may have to impose a
ban on parties which would be a sad and serious defeat for
the freedom of villagers.

Alastair Richardson

MOUNTFITCHET
MATHEMATICS AND

COMPUTING COLLEGE
Presentation of GCSE Certificates
Former students returned to MMCC for a very enjoyable
evening in November to celebrate last summer’s GCSE suc-
cesses.  Students returned from various sixth forms, colleges
and apprenticeships in the local area to receive their certifi-
cates from Miss Mullis.  Students shared news of their new
schools and colleges with staff, although many remarked that
they would have welcomed the opportunity to continue their
studies at MMCC!

Mr P Smith
Deputy Headteacher

MMCC hits 50 – Summer 2010
Plans are underway to celebrate our 50th birthday in summer
2010.  As part of the celebrations a display of memorabilia
and photographs is planned.  If parents have any old school
photos or items of interest that could form part of a display, I
would be really grateful if you would contact me at College.
The greatest care will be taken of your treasured possessions
and they will be returned after the birthday celebrations.

Mrs M Smith
Head of History

College production ‘Oliver’
Rehearsals for ‘Oliver!’ are well underway and it promises
to be another excellent production.  The performances are
being held in the College Main Hall on 24th, 25th and 26th
February at 7.30pm.  Tickets from College reception: Adults
£6.00, Children/Concessions £3.50.

Miss C Beard
Acting Co-ordinator of Creative Arts

Music at MMCC and in the community
The music department was very busy in the run up to
Christmas.  On 9th December we had a very successful con-
cert involving students from all year groups.  The College
Choir, Junior Choir and Percussion Ensemble all performed,
with individual performances on instruments ranging from
the drums through to the harp.  The Junior Choir were
invited to sing carols at the Day Centre as well as Broome
End, providing entertainment whilst their Christmas lunch
was being served.  On 15th December, the whole of Year 7
and Year 8 were taken to St Mary’s Church to take part in a
College Carol Service, led by the Assistant Curate, Rev’d
Giles Tulk.  It was a lovely and fitting way to start the lead-
up to the Christmas festivities.

Mr M Rowlands
Music Department

Children in Need 2009
A huge thank you to all MMCC staff, students and parents
who supported this year’s Children in Need fundraising
event.  The total raised so far stands at £807 with money still
being collected in.  Some activities included: Sponge the
teacher (thank you Mr Anderson, Mrs Wurr, Mr Ayres, Mrs
Storey and Mr Burley); Teddy hiding in a locker competi-
tion; who could eat a sugared lace the quickest; and there’s a
moose loose.  Once again well done MMCC!!

Miss A Davis
Community Co-ordinator
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J R JOHNSTON C&G RFS
Qualified Tree Surgeon

Trees/Shrubs supplied & planted
Contract Maintenance

Fully Insured

Tel 01920 821595

Pruning
Dismantling
Hedge Trimming

EDDIE HO
Fish & Chips
BBQ Chicken

Southern Fried Chicken
Pukka Pies

Beef Burgers
Station Road, Stansted

01279 817307

If you have a PROBLEM
or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

HELPLINE
07704 553727

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Stansted’s voluntary community care service

If you would like to know more
about us, call us now on:

01371 875810
Email: uttlesford@carers.entadsl.com

46 High Street, Dunmow CM6 1AN
Registered Charity No. 246329

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

Carers are the biggest provider of
health and social care in the UK.

We offer help, support and advice

Tel 01279 812792

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

8 Mill Close, Elsenham

Building and Decorating Contractors
ALDWYCH CONSTRUCTION LTD

23/25 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 8LN

‘Proper Work at
                  Proper Prices’

P E R I O D  &  MO D E R N
For estimates: Tel 01279 816701
Mob 07976 050802  Fax 01279 812656

timothy@aldwychconstruction.co.uk
www.aldwychconstruction.co.uk

Computer Users!
Mac & PC Repairs

Tel:
Mobile:

Having a
Baby?

Confident? Apprehensive?
Preparation for Birth & Beyond

with Jan Menell
Member of Federation of Antenatal Educators

Reg no 11864
Contact 01763 838553

janetmenell@tiscali.co.uk

Weekly Sessions/Refresher Classes

JONES & CO

Plumbing and Heating Engineers
Installation and Maintenance

Boiler and Cylinder Replacements
Bathrooms ~ Gas and Oil Services

Please contact David Jones
Tel 01279 815877 Mobile 07860 213760

Email djonesco@talktalk.net

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

on 2nd Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

Registered Charity No. 246329

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesford@carers.entadsl.com

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

Perfect Plastering
Services

 All Aspects Undertaken
 Clean, Reliable Service
 Free Estimates

 Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 812524 Mob 07793 887198

freeman223@hotmail.com
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Polish couple later sold Christmas trees. This was followed
by six or seven years working at the village shop nearby,
until she left to look after her mother, who died at 92. Having
been a widow for more than 50 years and not having chil-
dren, Marjory takes a great interest in her brother's daughter
and her family and all that goes on around her. She and her
brother are very close, and he and his wife, Joan, are a great
support to her. She does her own cooking and cleaning and
goes to the shops in her mobility scooter; pedestrians should
beware, I suspect she drives at speed! She certainly does not
fit the usual picture of a 90 year old. She does not live in the
past and takes an active interest in the present. Her attitude is
unusual, and inspiring.

Happy Birthday and many happy returns from the 'Link'.

Katharine Hurford

Monteverdi: Vespers 1610
Saturday 20th March at 7.30pm
St Mary’s Church, Saffron Walden

It may be the 400th anniversary of Monteverdi’s Vespers of
1610 but the music still has a freshness, even a cutting edge
quality to it, which marks it out as a work of genius.
Monteverdi was fluent in the traditional sacred style of his
day but at the same time he was developing the new operatic
style. The Vespers combines both approaches - with a wealth
of virtuosic solo singing, monumental choruses, and various
other vocal and choral styles, including choral chanting and
distant voices in echo.

As SWCS begins rehearsals for this exciting concert the
singers will be searching for clarity and a kind of Italianate
voice production – musically speaking ‘singing with an
accent’. The choir has not performed this piece before and it
is not often featured in large choir repertoire, so singers and
audience alike are in for a rare treat. Top class soloists and
orchestra add further to the frisson of SWCS’s performance
on 20th March.  The choir will be joined by the Chameleon
Arts Baroque Orchestra together with the English Cornett
and Sackbut Ensemble. The soloists are members of Voces8,
an award winning vocal ensemble whose repertoire ranges
from early polyphony to unique jazz arrangements, and who
have been much praised for their exquisite singing.

Make a date now to hear the Monteverdi Vespers performed
in the excellent acoustic of St Mary’s Church. Tickets are
£15 (£12 concessions) from SWCS Box Office on 01279
812849 and from Saffron Walden Tourist Information
Centre. The SWCS brochure giving details of the whole sea-
son is available from the Tourist Information Centre or visit
www.swchoral.org.uk.

Sue Sylvester-Bradley
SWCS Publicity

Tel: 01440 783157
Email: publicity@swchoral.org.uk

MARJORY TYLER at 90

Mrs Marjory Tyler, who celebrated her 90th birthday on 4th
December 2009, has lived in Stansted all her life. She is vig-
orous, alert and lives very much in the present; there is no
question of looking back longingly to some time in the past.
She and her brother, Jim Pigrum, have always taken life as it
comes and made the most of each stage. She was born in
West Road; their childhood was happy and there always
seemed plenty to do. Respect for parents and authority in
general was more common then. Any question of trouble-
someness outside the home was dealt with very effectively
by Sergeant Alabaster - an imposing figure in his helmet and
policeman's cape!

Marjory went to Lower Street Church of England School,
leaving at 14. She then went into service, first at Blythwood
House which had a large estate (now Blythwood Gardens);

and then, until the
2nd World War
star-ted, at the
home of the
Chesters (now
Broome End Care
Home). When war
broke out she was
sent to the
Cambridge
Instrument Co in
Great Chesterford
- the only time in
90 years that she
has lived out of
Stansted. In 1943
she married Fred
Tyler, the son of
the foreman at
Rochford's
Nurseries, and
they moved into
Stoney Common,
where she still
lives. Rochford's
then was
Stansted’s main
employer, having
many acres of
greenhouses

growing tomatoes and cucumbers, and owning much of the
property round about. Fleets of lorries took their produce
daily all over England. Marjory and her husband both
worked at the Nurseries - the hours were from 6.30am to
5.30pm, or several hours later when needed; they went home
for breakfast and had one hour for dinner.  Stansted in those
days had lots of shops; there was no need to go elsewhere for
clothes, shoes or anything else. There were trips by train to
Bishop's Stortford for the cinema, and occasionally to
London, the fare being 5 shillings (25p) return as long as you
got the  6.20am workmen's train. Sadly Fred died in 1957.
He had been in the Auxiliary Fire Service during the war,
and as he worked on the land he was not called up.

After Rochfords Marjory worked at Mr and Mrs Dziedic's
mushroom farm - nearly opposite Stoney Common.  The
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OFFICE SUPPLIES & ART AND CRAFT SUPERSTORE
CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET, ESSEX CM24 8AP
TEL: 01279 816659 ~ www.millwaystationery.co.uk

STOCKISTS OF HORNBY, LEGO, MECCANO, AIRFIX,
DMC, ANITA’S CRAFTS, ENCAUSTIC ART, FIMO,

SCRAPBOOKING, WINSOR & NEWTON,
DALER-ROWNEY, RUBBER STAMPING, FABRIC PAINTS,

FACE PAINTS, HELIUM BALLOONS, GREETING CARDS & WRAP.

AT OUR SUPERSTORE WE HOLD IN STOCK
OVER 30,000 PRODUCTS

ALL YOUR STATIONERY NEEDS FOR THE HOME AND OFFICE
INKJET CARTRIDGES, LASER TONERS, CDRs, PAPER,

ENVELOPES, FURNITURE, FILING PRODUCTS,
FILOFAX, PARKER.

OPEN:
MON-FRI 8.30am—5.00 pm SAT 9.00am—1.00pm

FREE PARKING

Do-It-4U
General Handyman

Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance

  Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
  Drain Blockages Cleared
  Gardens Tidied & Maintained
  Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
  Fences Erected & Repaired
  Gutters Cleaned,  Repaired  or  Replaced
  Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel  01279  814411    Mobile  07774  877320
the osteopath

Why live with your
aches and pains?

Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
who specialises in both structural and cranial
osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.

She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.
Her aim  is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.

To claim your free assessment consultation* call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371

61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH
osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk

*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change

    Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
   who specialises in both structural and cranial
  osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

Pilates ClassBack to Basics

 Mondays 8 - 9 pm & Saturdays 9 - 10 am
Beginners’ Class Fridays 7 - 8 pm
The Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted.

To book one of the limited spaces available or find out more
please call Hazel on 01279 813371 or 07973 409675

Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

Free introductory class throughout this month

THE COCK
Home Cooked Food served 7 days a Week

 Families Welcomed ~ Children's Play Area
Children’s Menu ~ Heated Decking

Tel: 01279 812964

12 to 2.30 pm
6 to 9 pm

(two main meals for £10 Mon - Wed 6 to 9 pm)

~
t Thursday

12 to 2.30 pm Mon - Fri
(One Course £4.95 Two Courses £7)

30 Silver Street, Stansted CM24 8HD

Mobile:       07900 931 910
Workshop: 01279 647 878

www.jewellerybyjohnwilson.co.uk

Manufacturing Jeweller
(established since 1978)

 Wedding / engagement rings
 Remodelling your jewellery
 Old Gold bought
 Bespoke jewellery created
 Home appointments by arrangement



11

After suffering a stroke, she became a resident at Moat
House in Dunmow but made it abundantly clear that she
wanted to move to Hargrave House in Stansted where she
lived in comfort for the last year of her life. She had a very
strong faith and the church played a very important part in
her life.  On 25th November 2009, she was buried in her
beloved St Mary's Churchyard, beside her parents' grave
that she had tended so faithfully. Despite her idiosyncrasies
that were sometimes difficult to understand, she was very
much appreciated and loved by her family and her many
friends in Stansted.

Ian and Honor Roberts (Cousins)
Giles Tulk (Curate, who officiated at Evelyn's funeral)

Audrey Rodgers and Janet Hollis (Friends)

THE RT REV'D (LATER MONSIGNOR)
GRAHAM LEONARD - CURATE AT

ST JOHN'S CHURCH 1950-52, WHO DIED
ON 5th JANUARY

A PERSONAL RECOLLECTION

In June 1951 I had just completed my teachers' training
course at Hockerill Training College.  We were all anxious
to find out where we would teach.  I had my eyes set on
returning to Cardiff with the promise of a post at my old
elementary school.  Miss Hudson, Principal of Hockerill,
called me to her office and told me that it was not wise to
return to Cardiff where the school staff knew me as a child.
"I want you to apply for a post at St Mary's School
Stansted."

Two of us from Hockerill were called for interview and
Graham Leonard, known to all as 'Father Leonard', took us
to St Mary's School.

A true Anglo Catholic, Graham Leonard had fought the St
Mary's School Governors to keep St Mary's School a church
school.  The Governors were influenced by the 1944
Education Act, and like many others, were anxious to hand
it over to the county.  Father Leonard, backed by some
influential people living in Stansted who promised money,
persuaded the Governors to change their minds and St
Mary's School remained a church school.

Graham Leonard and his wife Priscilla continued supporting
the school.  His son Mark was in my first class at Stansted
and many will remember him.  Father Leonard went on to
greater things, becoming Bishop of Willesden, then Bishop
of Truro and, after much controversy, Bishop of London.
He continued to work for 'Education', but when the Church
of England decided to ordain women priests, he was
received into the Roman Catholic Church where, in the year
2000, he was appointed a 'Prelate of Honour' to the Pope.
Graham Leonard visited my church in Cardiff, meeting my
parents, and whenever he visited the area he would have a
long chat with my father.

Many present church members will remember when he
re-visited St John's Church on its centenary in 1987.

Marion Johnson

IN MEMORIAM
Evelyn Tame

1913 – 2009

Evelyn was born in 1913 at Southend-on-Sea.  She was an
only child and was brought up strictly in the Victorian ways
of that era, and she epitomised a young lady of the period.
She was not allowed to go into higher education despite being
gifted with a high academic ability, having passed the equiva-
lent of the 11+ at that time.  Leaving school at the age of 14,
her expectation was to stay at home, assisting her father and
mother in the family business of making milk churns and run-
ning a shop of dairy necessities. As a young person in the
1930s, Evelyn travelled to Belgium and Paris on business
with her parents.   On the outbreak of war, Evelyn was
employed by the Southend Police Force as a shorthand typist.

The family often visited Stansted as Evelyn's mother was
born here.  The family connection to Stansted on her mother's
side goes back to about 1705 with the second oldest church
bell at St Mary's being inscribed with the name of a Matthew
Woodley, Churchwarden. Alas, she never found the man of
her dreams, but her cousin, Ivan Roberts (18 years her
junior), always saw her safely home! Following the death of
both her parents, in 1954 she moved to Woodfields and was a
dinner lady and playground supervisor at St Mary's School
for many years.  She subsequently moved to 58 Cambridge
Road.

Evelyn was a member
of the British Legion
and the Friends of the
Essex Churches.  She
was a keen member of
the National Trust and
had immense know-
ledge of the properties
she visited.  She was a
regular helper at the
Saffron Walden Tourist
Information Office and
was on the Committee
of the Stansted Seniors
Club.  She loved knit-
ting woollen hats and
scarves for homeless or
needy people and would
travel to Whitechapel
by train to deliver them.
Evelyn was a very keen
gardener and always

shared her produce.  She also liked to help people, shown by
her unstinting support of the Sue Ryder Charity based at
Cavendish in Suffolk.  She travelled there in her beloved
Morris Minor until, at the age of 91, her eyesight started to
fail and she was advised to stop driving.  She stored the car
on the Hollis' drive until it was sold.  She would come round
to see it.  It took over a year to sell which may have had
something to do with the fact that she put the wrong tele-
phone number in the advertisement - which, perhaps, who
knows, may have been done on purpose, as she did not want
to part with such a faithful 'friend'.
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Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS

OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: info@tcsstansted.co.uk

Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &

Protection, New PC Setup & Training

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS Est 1984

All Electrical Installations
Electrical Inspection, Testing & Certification

NICEIC APPROVED.  ALL WORK GUARAN-

Tel: 01279 771510 or 01279
652588

ALBURY ELECTRICAL SERVICES Fabrications
is the local company for all soft furnishings,

made from our fabrics or your own.
Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

For free advice and measuring service call

FAMILY NEWS
Newsagents ~ Tobacconist ~ Confectioners

Sweet Picks ~ Cards & Toys ~ Fax ~ Photocopying
Printing ~ Laminating & Scanning ~ Phone Top-Ups

Electricity and Gas Top-Ups (Cards & Keys)
 Utility Bills & Council Tax Payments

We do Home Deliveries & Shop Saves

13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

OPEN: Mon - Sat 5.30am - 6.15pm; Sun 5.30am - 4.30pm

Tel / fax: 01279 813485

A.C.WRIGHT
B U I L D I N G  C O N T R A C T O R S

Orchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 8LB
Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

NEWMAN’S

Plumbing • Heating • Electrical

Tel/Fax: 01279 814437    Mobile: 07831 233681

Kitchens • Cloakrooms • Bathrooms • Showers

Copyzone
L I M I T E D

Where bright ideas are realised!
Tel: 01279 657769 Fax: 01279 503151

Email: drew@copyzone.co.uk Web: www.copyzone.co.uk
Unit 3 Southmill Trading Centre,Southmill Road,Bishop’s Stortford,Herts. CM23 3DY

Your local
print shop,with

parking!

By
Emma Russell

Eleven years experience ~ Flexible Hours

Tel: 07789 760 788 or 01279 817018

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING

Stansted Electric
From fitting a light ……  to a complete rewire

Showers installed ... Ovens / Hobs Connected
Handyman Services ... Free Estimates

Phone Jim on 07921 908214
Telephone: 01279 816399

Email: enquiries@stanstedelectric.co.uk
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Royal British Legion
Stansted & District

Branch

Royal British Legion
Stansted & District

Branch

The Poppy Appeal 2009

I must thank all who contributed so generously to the Appeal.
In  Stansted, the magnificent sum of £3415.07 was
realised. Besides the house-to-house collectors, to whom I
extend my gratitude, I must also mention and thank all the
shops, pubs, clubs, schools and other outlets for allowing col-
lections on their premises. Besides helping former service-
men and women our work is very much in demand
today with the families of those serving in Afghanistan, the
families of those killed there, and those who have come back
disabled and injured in mind and body. Our help is thus in
constant demand and I thank you all for your continued sup-
port.

The Poppy Appeal 2010 and onwards …
Now I must request some extra help. This region covers a
very large area, and as Poppy Appeal Organiser I cover it all.
I now have co-ordinators in all the villages except
Stansted. As a village co-ordinator you will be responsible
for distributing poppies and collecting cans to all your house-
to-house collectors and other outlets and collecting them in
after the Appeal. I do hope that someone might offer to help.
I will discuss this with any volunteer and help them to the
best of my ability. Stansted is a very large village and
should two people volunteer it can easily be divided. Please
do contact me without any obligation to discuss this situa-
tion.

John L Segar
Hon. Poppy Appeal Organiser, Stansted & District

Tel: 813289

VOLUNTARY AND RECREATIONAL
PROFILES

NO 6 TORTOISE SCOUT TROOP

The Troop was started in 1976 for boys who had learning
difficulties and for whom a ‘normal’ Scout troop would be
too demanding or boisterous. The name was derived from
Aesop’s fable where the tortoise's constancy won him the
race. In keeping with other branches of the Movement, such
special needs troops admit girls. From its inception Tortoises
have had scouters and assistants of both sexes, so this
presents no problem. The year's programme comprises camp-
ing, badge work, self-sufficiency and plenty of fun activities.
There has been an annual camp with another special needs
troop from Westcliff and most years the members meet other
Scouts at the District Camp in Hatfield Forest. The numbers
are comfortably small. The Troop meets on alternate
Tuesday evenings at Stansted Scout Headquarters in Water
Lane. If you would like to know more, please ring Mark
Gerber on 07715 628201, who would also like to know if
you would consider helping. It is a rewarding experience and
does not necessarily take up a great deal of time.

St Mary’s CE Foundation
Primary School

Learning together we care, share and prepare

The second half of the autumn term was very busy, keeping
the curriculum going whist preparing for the Christmas pro-
ductions, parties, carol service  etc …  The PTFA ran a very
well attended Christmas Fair complete with Santa’s Grotto.
Both the productions were successful and enjoyed by the
pupils and families alike.  Our evening carol service at the
end of term had standing room only in the church and the
falling snow added to the Christmas atmosphere!  Our school
choir were busy not only with school events; we went to the
O2 Arena in early December. We sang as part of a massed
choir of 8000 children, in aid of the Sargent Foundation;  a
wonderful experience!  We also took part in the CTS Carol
Concert at St Mary’s and carol singing at the Old Bell.  All
of the Christmas celebrations went well and were a result of
parents, staff and children all working together.  Thanks to
everyone for all their hard work.

Date for the diary:
Saturday 30th January PTFA Music Quiz 7.30pm for 8.00pm
start. Tickets are available from the school office or members
of the PTFA, priced £10.00 including a hot supper; bring
your own drinks.

If you are new to the area and would like to have a look at
our school, please give us a ring on 812212 to arrange a visit.

Christine Tonkins
Headteacher

            ANNOUNCEMENTS

To Mark Chopping and Cathy in Miami Florida, a son Oliver
Fitzgerald born 22nd December; and to Darran and Helen
Chopping, a son Harry Brian born 31st December. Love and
congratulations to you all from the very proud grandparents
Jean Chopping, Sandra and Roger Gould.

Jean Chopping

Daniel and Bethany Harris are pleased to announce the
arrival of their daughter Amy Elizabeth on Sunday 20th
December.
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Manuela Riveiro
Office 5F, 1st Floor (Above Bairstow Eves)
5 Bridge Street
Bishop’s Stortford CM23 2JU
0780 928 4050

Even in January before the snow arrived there were signs of
spring: catkins on the hazels and sticky buds on the horse
chestnuts. You wouldn't normally expect at this time of year
to see bumblebees flying about. Yet in the last few years
bumblebees have sometimes been spotted in gardens in
February, collecting pollen and nectar from winter-flowering
shrubs such as mahonia. These are the young queens newly
emerged from eggs laid in the autumn and brought out pos-
sibly by the more sheltered conditions or recently introduced
exotic flowers. However, at present it is not known for cer-
tain.

Normally during the winter months queen bumblebees hiber-
nate individually in sheltered spots such as holes in the
ground or under moss. As the temperature rises, perhaps in
March, the queens emerge and search for a suitable nesting

site, usually underground or in a mouse hole, but
sometimes above ground, depending on the spe-
cies. (There are over 20 British species of bumble-
bee.) Each queen lays her eggs in wax cells. After
about three weeks the first worker bees,  infertile

females, appear and start collecting pollen and nectar and
building more cells, leaving the queen to concentrate on lay-
ing eggs and building up the colony. Unlike honeybees,
which live in permanent colonies in hives or in the wild,
bumblebees have annual colonies founded by the queen.
Males and fertile queens hatch out from the remaining eggs
in the nest and fly out during the summer and mate. The
males, having achieved their purpose, die; the workers and
old queen also die and the young queens set off to find suit-
able hibernation sites towards the end of the summer.  These
queen bumblebees are the only ones to survive the winter.

As with honeybees, bumblebee numbers have declined in
recent decades. It has been estimated that since the 1950s
numbers have halved. This is probably due to modern farm-
ing methods and the increased use of chemicals which kill
both the bees and the wild flowers on which they depend.
Annual bedding plants are unattractive to bees and Fl hybrids
are often sterile. They don't produce pollen and are useless
for bees. Our gardens are therefore vitally important to the
survival of bumblebees (and honeybees too). A patch of long
grass, a compost heap or a pile of leaves can provide good
nesting sites for the queens. Flowers such as lavender, fox-
glove, pulmonaria and clover are all very attractive to
bumblebees. They much prefer an untidy garden with old-
fashioned flowers!

Rosina Kirkwood

Manuela Riveiro
Office 5F, 1st Floor (Above Bairstow Eves)
5 Bridge Street
Bishop’s Stortford CM23 2JU
0780 928 4050

STANSTED BEAVERS

Our programme of activities has been continuing through the
winter months, with lots of games and craft projects, a nature
hike, and a safety talk by our local community police offic-
ers.  Several Beavers also participated in the Remembrance
Day parade, together with Cubs and Scouts.  Then to mark
the end of term the Beavers excelled themselves with a
fantastic Christmas show for their families, which I think
everyone enjoyed.  As the weather improves (we hope!) we
are looking forward to lots more exciting activities and
events. If you have a child who would like to become a
Beaver please call 814371.

David South

SNOWDROPS AT THE
GARDENS OF EASTON LODGE

The much-loved Gardens of Easton Lodge will be opening
for four, possibly five Sunday afternoons from mid-February
to mid-March to show off the magnificent snowdrop carpets
which are always a delight. The annual ‘Snowdrops’ event
has become a must-see feature of the garden lovers’ calendar
as the many thousand blooms herald the advent of spring,
and after such a snowy January they’ll be more welcome
than ever. A volunteer team will be manning the gates and
serving home made soups, hot chocolate and other drinks in
the courtyard of Warwick House to sustain visitors who ven-
ture out to see the first signs of the changing season.  Open-
ing hours will be 12 noon to dusk (around 4.00pm) and
entrance costs just £2.50 for adults, with admission for chil-
dren free. Exact opening dates will be confirmed in early
February since these depend so much on the bulbs them-
selves and an update can be obtained by phoning the
recorded information service on 01371 876979, or by email-
ing enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk or from the website
www.eastonlodge.co.uk. The Gardens of Easton Lodge are
located just outside Great Dunmow in Little Easton, off the
B184 (Great Dunmow to Saffron Walden road).  Follow the
brown heritage signs.

Carol Barbone
Volunteer at the Gardens of Easton Lodge
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BENTFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL
  Tel: 01279 813626

The end of term saw the start of the snowy weather but the
children were still able to get in on the last day and make
their trip to the Rhodes Centre to see Aladdin. Once again
the PTA were able to pay for the coaches, keeping the cost of
the trip down.

After a bit of a delayed start we are now back at school and
looking forward to a new year. We will be holding our first
meeting of the year shortly to obtain the school wish list and
to think about how we can achieve that. As usual there will
be our Summer Fair and Music in the Park, and more infor-
mation about these will follow. Before that we will be hold-
ing an Entertainment Quiz Night. An experienced local
quizmaster has developed this for us. It is in the old school
hall on Saturday 6th March, doors open at 7.30pm for
8.00pm start. Tickets are £6 or £40 for a table of eight and
can be obtained from Janet on 815765.  Food, in the form of
stew and mash, is included and is provided by Pocknell
Foods.  Please bring your own drink and nibbles.  Hope to
see many of you there and at our other events through the
year.

Susan Scott
Co-Chair

Bentfield PTA

The children at Rainbow Pre-School had a very busy run up
to Christmas, including staging of a splendid Nativity by the
older group, carol singing at Norman Court and icing of
Christmas cakes. Unfortunately, due to the cold weather snap
and subsequent school closure, the Pre-School was unable to
hold its Christmas parties on the last day of term. However,
Father Christmas was able to spare some time before his
busiest day of the year to hand out presents to all the children
who managed to get through the snow. Once the weather
improves, the older group will be travelling into Bishop’s
Stortford by train to purchase spring bulbs for their new
planting tubs.

The Rainbow Committee has been busy organising several
events for the coming weeks. On Wednesday 10th February,
a Ladies Pamper Evening will be held at the Day Centre
from 7.00pm-9.00pm. The Rainbow Nearly New Sale will be
held on Saturday 6th March from 11.00am-1.00pm at St
John’s Church Hall. Finally, school photographs of the
Rainbow children will be taken at the Quaker Meeting House
on Wednesday 3rd March. If anyone outside of Rainbow
would like a professional photograph of their child(ren), the
photographer will be available from 12 noon-1.00pm. Fur-
ther details of these events are available through the Pre-
School. If you are interested in a place for your child at
Rainbow Tots (age 18 months to 21/2 years) please contact
Tina South on 814371. If you are interested in a place at the
pre-school please contact Gill Pursglove on 814701 for fur-
ther information.

                                              Liz Stanley
Rainbow Committee

HATFIELD FOREST HIGHLIGHTS

Happy New Year everyone, I hope you’ve all had a great
Christmas and New Year and are now looking forward to the
year ahead. Here at the Forest we have been busy with many
developments that will continue in 2010 and beyond. Our
marsh restoration project will make a big difference to our
reed and sedge beds in this area. In recent years, willow and
hawthorn scrub have intruded on to the marsh, shading out
some of the smaller plants and reducing the amount of reed
habitat for nesting birds such as the water rail. This project

has employed a specialised team to cut, remove and dispose
of the willow and hawthorn to allow the reed to re-establish.
Once they have been removed, we will be able to look after
the marsh and remove any future re-growth.

February half term will be upon us before we know it and
there are lots of events for everyone to get involved with. All
week, to coincide with National Nest Box Week, you can
come along to the Forest and build your very own nest box.

In addition we will be holding another of our very popular
Introduction to Forest Survival Skills on 19th February, so if
you fancy yourself to be the next Ray Mears book your place
now! Until next time please come along to the Forest to have
a look at all the hard work we are doing.

Laura Slater
Community Warden

Tel: 870678
laura.slater@nationaltrust.org.uk
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Nick Shutes
Painting and Decorating Ltd

For high quality
interior and exterior redecoration

& associated minor repairs
contact Nick Shutes

for a no obligation quotation

Based in Ugley

and Bishop’s Stortford

 Orthotics
 Diabetic Foot Care
 Evening & Saturday Clinics
 Routine Treatment

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 652249     info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

Mitchell School of Dance

Mrs Mitchell LISTD Dip   AISTD  AES Dip
Fully qualified and registered teacher

Dancing Displays   Examinations
Choreography    National Competitions

Classes at:

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
St. Mary’s Church Hall, Birchanger

Tel: 01992 812781
Office: 01279 216 538
Mobile: 07958 304 744
www.h2oplants.co.uk

 Decking
 Fencing
 Irrigation
 Jet Washing
 Landscaping
 Tree Surgery
 Turfing
 Weed Control
 Lake, Pond & Water Features
 Grounds / Estate maintenance

H2O Plants
Environmental Services

All staff are fully trained and insured
Over 30 yrs experience

Commercial & Domestic customers welcome

NFSH Accredited Clinic
for Spiritual Healing

(GMC Approved)
and other

Complementary Therapies

Quaker Meeting House
Chapel Hill, Stansted

Wednesday Evenings
7.30 - 9.30 pm

For appointments call
01799 550094

www.saffronaccreditedclinic.co.uk

A&I Electrical

All Electrical
Installations and

Repairs

New Fuse Boards
and Rewires

 Tel 07711 202423

A complete Garden Design and
Property Maintenance Service

 Paving and Patios
 Land Clearance
 Hedge Trimming
 Plants and Planting
 Decking and Pergolas
 Lawn Care and Maintenance
 Tree and Shrub Pruning
 A  full Garden Design Service

Professional Project Management

For further information please contact:

 Fencing
 Turfing
 Border Care

Selina Rankin  Tel: 01279 813388
info@srgardendesign.co.uk

Kevin Glogner Tel: 0750 668 9302
 tlconcept@tiscali.co.uk

Selina Rankin Garden Design
in partnership with

The Landscape Concept Ltd
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SNOW AND ICE
I hope you have all had a good start to the year. I spent New
Year’s Day on call and my first three calls were about two
lost dogs and a parrot in an oak tree. I did wonder if some-
one was playing an elaborate joke and that my next calls
were going to be about calling birds that had lost their voices
or egg bound geese! By the time you read this the snow and
ice may have disappeared but at the time of writing we are in
the grips of icy roads and below zero temperatures. These
conditions do bring with them particular problems for ani-
mals and some that are not necessarily obvious. For
example, we’ve had quite a few dogs and cats in recently
who have been chewing their paws and making them quite
sore. We often see this when roads are icy and the grit
spreaders have been out. The grit and salt tends to irritate
dogs’ and cats’ feet causing them to lick and often cause
secondary infections. A good tip therefore is to wash your
dog’s feet when it comes back from a walk to get rid of any
salt, which may hopefully prevent any problems.

Whenever there is snow or ice we also see a small increase
in the cases of urinary tract infections in cats. Cats often
enjoy their home comforts and to go outside and dig a hole
in the frozen ground to go to the toilet is often just asking
too much if you are sitting curled up in a nice warm bed.
Therefore sometimes cats go out less often or wait until their
bladders are fuller and in some cases this can result in uri-
nary tract infections. If your cat is becoming reluctant to go
out, it may be an idea to provide a litter tray inside in periods
of snow and ice, and maybe to add a bit of water to the food
to encourage them to urinate more frequently.

On the subject of cats, we have had a spate of them brought
in to us by well-meaning members of the public thinking that
they were strays. In nearly all the cases we’ve been rung by
owners frantic because their cats had gone missing. In one
instance an owner had only let her cat out ten minutes previ-
ously when it was catnapped and brought into the surgery as
a stray! So if you see a cat wandering, unless it is obviously
unwell or injured, leave it alone as it may well have a loving
and comfortable home and it is just out for its morning stroll.
Certainly don’t start feeding it as you will only encourage it
to leave its home more often. You may end up with a ‘Six
dinner Sid’ which was one of my son’s favourite stories
when he was little. It is about a clever, but rather overweight,
cat that does the round of six different houses getting fed at
each, and is only discovered when he becomes unwell and is
taken to the vet six times by six different ‘owners’!

Ilse Pedlar
Partner

Mercer and Hughes Veterinary Surgeons

We will be holding our usual Quiz on Saturday 20th
February, 7.00pm for 7.30pm at the Stansted Day Centre.
The Quizmaster will be David Morson and there will also be
a bar and raffle. Tickets £8 (includes ploughman’s supper)
and further information from me or Alan Dean on 813579.

Ruth Rawlinson
Tel: 814222

What a great start to the New Year for the Hospice.  As ever,
we are being supported yet again by the local community.
The retainer firemen of Stansted wanted to show their recog-
nition of the work of St Clare and spent several hours on a
rather damp Christmas Eve collecting in Cambridge Road in
Stansted.  I could not believe the generosity of those who
were either passing through in cars, lorries and service vehi-
cles and donating so kindly to the firemen - even those buy-
ing their last minute requirements in the Co-op kindly gave
to them.  Andy Monk, along with John Birnie, Paul
Beresford, Darran Chopping, Paul Harrington, Ben Hutson,
Bob Pottle and Dave Freeman, all with full-time occupations,
gave their time to collect an astounding £2,500, which is
being donated to the Hospice.  I am really appreciative of
these guys who have shown a great interest in the work of
the Hospice but also by the practical help they have demon-
strated their support.  A big thank you to them and all who
contributed.

It is our 20th anniversary this year and we look forward to
the next 20 years of providing Hospice care to the local com-
munity.  As a Group, Club or Society would you like to
become involved with our celebrations perhaps raising £20,
£200 or collecting 20p coins?  However great or small, your
contributions to St Clare are greatly appreciated and if you
would like me to talk to you about the work of the Hospice
please do not hesitate to contact me.  You are also most wel-
come to visit St Clare at any time to see the work of your
local hospice for yourself as an individual or as a group. The
Stansted Friends of St Clare Hospice will be providing deli-
cious breakfasts and refreshments at the Takeley Farmers’
Market on Saturday 6th February in the Village Hall and
there will be an opportunity to win some great Valentine’s
raffle prizes too.

Caroline Bore
Community Fundraiser East Herts and Uttlesford

Tel: 773751
Email: Caroline.bore@stclarehospice.org.uk

STOP PRESS
A well attended Quiz at St John's Church Hall on
16th January raised around £800 for the Haiti
Earthquake Appeal.
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M
AYFAIR PONDSLTD

 Specialising in all types of ponds &
features

 Professionally designed, installed,
restored or maintained

 Local company established since 1987
with excellent after care service

Tel: 01279 461052
(Answerphone)

Mobile: 07711 087 004

D C Poulton & Sons

Please note this company is not associated with any other
with the similar name

Golden Leaves Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available

2 Chapel Hill, Stansted 01279 813219
Clarks Lane, Epping 01992 572609

Chipping Ongar 01277 366009

High standards of service and attention to the
public for over 100 years.

All branches have private chapels of rest.
Funeral can be arranged in all areas in the

comfort of your own home if required.

Funeral Directors

01279 657460 or 07765 257 200
Email: darryl.trigg@dtbedrooms.co.uk

www.dtbedrooms.co.uk

Competitive Prices
Free Site Visit

Free C.A.D. Design & Quote
New or Re-Vamps

 Modern or Traditional
Over 200 Colour & Design Combinations

DT Bedroom Design Ltd
................................................................

bedrooms • kitchens • studies • bathrooms

Available

FHT

Look after the skin you're in
with our alternatives to surgery...

Specialising in all forms of Beauty
also air brush make-up and tanning

For information on treatments

Tel 01799 541888

Indulge yourself and relax in a tranquil
setting with complete privacy

Gift
Vouchers

www.karendovastonharris.co.uk

Outstanding tuition in Royal Academy of Dance
Ballet & ISTD Modern Dance at the

QUAKER HALL, CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED
on Mondays, for children age 3+.

Classes in Tap, Drama and Musical Theatre for older
children (+Adult Tap, Ballet and Street Jazz)  held in Bishop’s

Stortford; classes also in Takeley & Sawbridgeworth.
Our talented pupils regularly win places with national dance
schools and companies, gain excellent exam results and
take part in dance festivals and professional pantomimes.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS & A FREE PROSPECTUS:
Telephone: 01279 654423

Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
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STANSTED LUNCH CLUB

November Lunch
It is always a pleasure to repair for the Lunch Club’s autumn
meeting to the dignified (and expensively furnished!)
Auction Rooms of Sworders Fine Art Auctioneers, as the
guests of Guy Schooling.  Furthermore, the autumn meeting
provides a wonderful opportunity to welcome and meet
many of the partners of our members.  This was no exception
and we owe enormous thanks to Guy and his colleagues.
Thanks are also due to members and their guests for behav-
ing so gracefully that 2010’s invitation has already been
secured! In all this gratitude we should not forget that Small
but Perfect Caterers gave us their customary perfection
which received many accolades afterwards.  Thanks to
Marina Baer and her staff for their cheerful service of their
excellent fare.

Future Lunches
I am concerned that only one sponsor for this year has so far
come forward, so please make your bids for the empty slots
as soon as possible!!

March 2010 – Sponsor needed
May 2010 – Savvy Business Community (sponsors)
July 2010 – Weston (Business Centres) and another
September 2010 – Sponsor needed
17th November 2010 – Sworders Fine Art Auctioneers

Visit to Mountfitchet Mathematics and Computing
College
I was invited by Lunch Club member Peter Smith, Deputy
Head of MMCC, to an Assembly and tour of MMCC.  It was
a truly enlightening, uplifting and encouraging experience.
Enlightening because I had not realised the extent to which
modern teaching methods endeavour to reflect what is going
on in the outside world and to prepare students for it; uplift-
ing because of the obvious enjoyment of students in the
learning process; encouraging because of the dignified disci-
pline and courtesy that was evident everywhere, and because
of the strong and ungrudging mutual respect between teach-
ers and students – virtues so sadly absent in many spheres of
our contemporary society.  A college well deserving of a
visit. I have always tried to foster an interface between
schools and the Lunch Club as, on the one hand, the students
can benefit from an exposure to businessmen and women
and, on the other hand, business can benefit by influencing
the educational establishment on the nature of skills it
requires from students.  If members have ideas of how to
orchestrate the interface with MMCC I shall be delighted to
explore these with the College.

It may not be widely appreciated that MMCC has excellent
IT training equipment and is anxious to allow public access
to this equipment for training and similar purposes.  For
more details contact Peter Smith at the College on 813384 or
email psmith@mountfitchet.e-folio.org.uk.

Alastair Richardson
Tel: 07850 295109

Email: amg.richardson@gmail.com

494 (Stansted Airport) Squadron
Air Training Corps

There has been quite a lot happening since our last article;
cadets have completed their syllabus training exams; we
have had a new radio mast installed at the Squadron HQ; and
representatives of the unit attended the Royal British  Legion
Carol Concert at Littlebury. We also had our Christmas Party
at St John’s Hall and our thanks to Daphne Smith for organ-
ising the catering and Garry King for the disco.

We had a rather interesting talk given by Squadron Leader
Bob Ankerson, who is our Wing Executive Officer. He very
kindly gave up an evening to tell us about his experiences as
a Tornado navigator during the first Gulf War. His war was
rather dramatic to say the least as he and his pilot were
forced to eject from their stricken aircraft after one of their
bombs prematurely exploded over the target. We listened to
a tape of the cockpit voice recorder during the moments lead-
ing up to their escape from the aircraft; it really brought it
home to us the risks the aircrew took on these missions and
how brave and professional they were.

We had some good news from the Stansted Airport Passen-
ger Community Fund Committee.  They very kindly awarded
us £550 towards the cost of some new adventure training
equipment, so a big thank you to them!

One of our former cadets, Rob Hume, successfully graduated
from the rather tough RAF Regiment Trainee Gunner Course
at RAF Honington. Rob will now be joining 51 Squadron
based at RAF Lossiemouth. We wish him the very best of
luck in his future career and we are all tremendously proud
of him.

We ended the year with a week of bag packing at
Sainsbury’s in Bishop’s Stortford raising £2,532.78 for
Squadron funds.  Thanks to all who turned out to help with
some really good individual efforts by a number of cadets.

If you are aged between 13 and 16 and interested in joining
us we have a new recruit intake starting on 22nd February.
We meet Monday and Thursday evenings 7.30pm–9.30pm.

Corporal Sophie Stacey (aged 15)
Tel: 681559

Email: 494@aircadets.org
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We constantly review the effects of our work and change and
adapt what we do to ensure the best outcome for the wildlife
on the reserve.  In recent years we have made several
attempts to improve the ponds and ditches.  When funds are
available we will do some more work on them.  We have a
population of great crested newts, fairly common in this area,
recognised as important, and internationally an endangered
species. We welcome all visitors to the Reserve and hope
they enjoy visiting it.  Litter is however a problem, as is dog
mess, and we would encourage all visitors to tidy up after
themselves.

Turners Spring at Burton End is the second Reserve in
Stansted, owned by the Essex Wildlife Trust, and is the sub-
ject of this quarter's 'Link' cover photograph, taken by nearby
resident David Harrison.  It comprises two areas of woodland
and a meadow adjoining the Bourne and close to the railway
line to the airport.  Access to this Reserve is by footpath only
from Burton End and as you walk across the fields the wood
can be seen in front of you.  The motorway is on your left
across the field and the traffic noise is a constant reminder of
the modern world.

Once in the wood you are surrounded by tall trees; some of
the oaks are over two hundred years old, but many of the
trees are younger, and as this wood was very badly damaged
by the great hurricane of 1987 quite a lot of replanting has
taken place.  Interestingly a boundary ditch runs across the
wood at one point suggesting that it used not to be in single
ownership in the past.  Its name - Turners - refers to a his-
toric owner and Spring in this instance means small wood.
We do have a spring line in the wet meadow but this is not
likely to be the source of the name.  One of the features of
the wood are the garden daffodils which bloom in profusion
in the Spring.  As naturalists we would prefer them not to be
there as they are aliens in a natural environment.  The second
and much more important feature is the presence of oxslips,
which also bloom in the Spring.  These plants only occur in
this area and up into the Suffolk and Cambridgeshire bor-
ders, and nowhere else in England.  They are to be found on
the Continent but we do have one of the important interna-
tional populations of them.  We are lucky to be able to enjoy
them locally.

Unfortunately oxslips are eaten by deer, and by other ani-
mals, and are not doing very well as a result.  A study has
been ongoing for a number of years into their situation and
efforts are being made to safeguard them. Deer are very
active in Turners Spring and not only damage oxslips but
also the trees, particularly eating their seedlings which are a
favourite food.  We will be erecting fencing barriers to pro-
tect certain areas from this damage and monitoring the effec-
tiveness of this.

The meadow, with a sedge bog in the middle, is a wonderful
haven with cowslips and other meadow flowers and is large
enough for butterflies to use it.  Along its bottom edge runs
the Bourne with an area of woodland beside it.  Wood anem-
ones and violets grow here and noteworthy are the hornbeam
trees.  At one end are three veteran hornbeams - two old pol-
lards and an old coppice - which we are caring for by reduc-
ing their height when necessary to protect them from wind
damage.  We pollarded a big ash tree on the boundary to the
meadow and concluded after counting the growth rings that it
was last pollarded just prior to the First World War, nearly

ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST NATURE
RESERVES IN STANSTED

There are two nature reserves in Stansted, both owned by the
Essex Wildlife Trust:  the Aubrey Buxton Nature Reserve off
Alsa Street given to us by Lord Buxton, and Turners Spring
Nature Reserve given by Mrs Cawkell in memory of her hus-
band, Edmund, who was manager of Rochfords  Nursery.

Long-time residents of Stansted may remember when the
Aubrey Buxton Reserve was the Stansted Wildlife Park - a
country zoo - which operated for a decade or two, and
famously included a booming bittern and a flock of flamin-
gos.  Prior to that it was part of the gardens to Norman House
and it is believed that the three ponds are very old, being
originally fish ponds for a medieval religious foundation.
This long history is evident in the landscape, particularly in
the trees which give such a special character to the site.
There are a number of very old oak trees - probably 300 or
more years old - which hark back to its medieval past.  Then
there are the venerable beech trees, now approaching a
couple of hundred years old, (along with some Spanish
chestnuts) as testament to its time as a 'wild garden' to
Norman House.  Then there are more modern elements -
poplar trees probably planted in the 1930s, which have
largely been removed because they started blowing down in
the great hurricane of 1987 and were becoming dangerous,
and some lovely weeping willows.  Finally there is a belt of
pine and spruce trees and some silver birches planted during
the life of the Wildlife Park.  You can also find a clump of
bamboo and some laurel bushes from the same time.

All this gives the site a very special feel, and between it all
are a number of sunny grassy areas with some big old ant
hills in them.  There are unfortunately many rabbits living
there and they overgraze these meadows so much so that we
are losing the wild flowers.  To deal with this a number of
rabbit exclusion enclosures have been created, which are
having a beneficial effect.  If you walk regularly there you
will be aware that currently we are pollarding some old
multi-stemmed hawthorns. This is necessary to keep them
from being destroyed in gales and as a measure to ensure that
their lives are extended as long as possible (like coppicing,
pollarding rejuvenates trees).
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STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

vention Officer, who, I am told, has a ‘good sense of
humour’ and may even bring a smile to our faces.   So why
not come along, meet your local officers and put a ‘name to
the face’ on the newsletters that we get through our doors?

We are a ‘young minded group’ and welcome new members
from in and around the surrounding areas.  You will be guar-
anteed a warm welcome so why not come and see what we
are all about; tea and coffee and raffle available along with
the opportunity to socialise. If you would like further infor-
mation about our group please contact me.

Cherry Venn (Chair)
  Tel: 817140

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Originally I had proposed to tell you of two meetings of the
Society in one report as there was no 'Link' in January, but as
you know, the weather of late has proved a little difficult!
As a result, our January meeting was cancelled, but I must
make a mention of our one in December - our Christmas
meeting. This was a very pleasant occasion, accompanied by
Tony Wellings’ punch together with mince pies organised by
Janice McDonald.   Our speaker was Stephen Ruff who gave
the third part of his talk on the St Margaret’s to Buntingford
Railway, with his collection of unique photographs and tales
of the neighbouring villages and their residents.   Although
the line has been closed for many years, it is surprising just
how much it has influenced the surrounding area.   The sta-
tions still exist, although in much modified form, and at least
one has been rebuilt by the son of the last Stationmaster.
One thing Stephen mentioned was the use made of the line
by the film and television industry - several stations had been
used in ITV’s series 'Foyle’s War', while one was shown in a
Spike Milligan film called 'Postman’s Knock'.   In all, we
had a most pleasant start to the festive season and expressed
our thanks to Stephen for his contribution.

Although I sit here gazing at the falling snow, we are hoping
that our February meeting will be held in much more clement
weather!   Owing to a previous change of programme, we
will be having our annual Members’ Evening.  At the
moment I am not aware of who has been persuaded to con-
tribute, but if previous years are anything to go by, an inter-
esting and enjoyable evening will be had.   This will be at
8.00pm on 4th February at the Day Centre, Crafton Green
and I look forward to seeing you then.   A Happy New Year!

       Ian Seavers

Pub evening on Friday 19th February at the Rose and Crown,
Bentfield Green from 8.00pm onwards

The Branch Annual General Meeting will be held on Friday
12th March at the Day Centre, Crafton Green, starting at
8.00pm.  Sir Alan Haselhurst MP will attend.  More details
from Bridget on 814440.

100 years ago.  Trees which have been abandoned for so long
need special treatment and we are careful how we manage
them.

Please come and visit our Reserves and enjoy them.  Also
give a thought to joining the Essex Wildlife Trust via The
Jean Elliott Visitor Centre, Abbots Hall Farm, Great
Wigborough, CO5 7RZ, or email admin@essexwt.org.uk.

Mike Rowley
Chairman

Essex Wildlife Trust, Uttlesford Branch

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET U3A
‘Through sharing our knowledge, skills and experience, we aim to
offer a combination of opportunities to study, create, socialise and

in general develop a fitter mind and body’.
Firstly, we would like to wish everybody a very Happy New
Year for 2010. The Stansted group of the U3A has now been
running for about eight months and we now have almost 200
members.    Over the past few months we have set up a vari-
ety of activities and our trips and outings have included
'Jersey Boys', Pam Ayres, Henry Moore Foundation and a
visit in December to the ITV studios to see a live recording
of ‘Loose Women’.   We had our very first U3A Christmas
lunch at Much Hadham Golf and Country Club which was
attended by 80 members and was a great success.   Our  U3A
singers gave a short performance which was brilliant and as a
result they have been approached to perform at other venues
in the future.

We have a further number of outings and trips planned for
the forthcoming year, so please come along to the next meet-
ing to find out more.   Details of all new outings and activi-
ties will first be given at our monthly meetings and then will
be added to our website www.stanstedu3a.org. This will
ensure that those of you that do not have access to a compu-
ter will not miss out on any of the trips.

The next meeting will be 2.00pm on Thursday 18th February
in St John’s Church Hall, when, by popular request, our
speakers will be the local PCSO Kelly Roberts and the Essex
Police Crime Prevention Officer.    Most of you will remem-
ber that Kelly gave us a short talk just before Christmas to
update us with possible scams and crimes that occur specifi-
cally around the Christmas period.   Due to the success of her
talk it was requested that she return and speak in more detail-
with regard to the many aspects of policing in this day and
age.   This time she will be accompanied by the Crime Pre-

Stansted Conservatives
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Antique & Modern Furniture
Upholstery Specialists

Domestic / Commercial
Hotel & Contract Work

Full Repair Service

Wide range of fabrics
and accessories

French Polishing

NEW LOOK
UPHOLSTERERS

34 Stoneyfield Drive, Stansted CM24 8PA

01279 816222

info@newlookupholsterers.co.uk
www.newlookupholsterers.co.uk

J.D.W.
Gas heating Specialist

Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns

of  Central Heating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing

Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out
Gas Safe Registered

Ex. British Gas

Contact Julian
1 Church Hill Corner
Tel 01279 816083
or 07967 366585

MELODY BEAR….

Fun classes introduce
children age 2 - 4 years to

dance & movement
using the natural actions of
the body such as running,

jumping, skipping & galloping
– run by qualified teachers.
Classes in Stansted &

Bishop’s Stortford
Please contact us for details

and a free prospectus:
01279 654423

info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

DANCE
CLASSES

FOR
PRE-SCHOOL

CHILDREN

Uttlesford Branch
Our Outreach Workers

are available to offer free
help, information and

support to people with
dementia, and their carers.
Several support groups are
held in various locations
around the Uttlesford area.

Home visits can be arranged.
Please contact us at

UVCC, 46 High Street,
Dunmow CM6 1DY
Tel 01371 872519

email:
uttlesford@alzheimers.org.uk

Registered Charity No 296645

 New Build
 Renovations
 Extensions
 Commercial
 Garden Walls
 Re-pointing

Savill Brickwork

Competitive prices

Tel: 01799 543348
Mob: 07788 865986

Family business
35 years experience

Chris Osborn
Brickwork &

Groundworks

Extensions & Conservatories
Property Improvements &

Structural Changes
Garden Walls & Patios

Flint Work & Traditional Lime
Mortars

T:  01279 850703
M:  07515 284238

Email :
chris_m_osborn@yahoo.co.uk

Regular cleaning, maintenance
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment

Crystal Clear
Pond Services
Pond Cleaning &

Maintenance

 Pond Cleaning
 Pond Restoration
 Water Features
 Pond Supplies

For a clean and healthy
pond all year round.

Free estimates & quotes

01279 812011
07999 536580

www.crystalclearponds.co.uk
info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

Commercial Architecture
Surveying

Project Management & Design

CDM Coordination to comply
with the

CDM 2007 Building Regulations.
Competitive fixed fees quoted

nationally.
Make sure your construction
project stays within the law.
Call us now to discuss all
Health & Safety matters for

your commercial or retail needs.
Call Keith Phillips on

01279 815651 or 07967 822134
www.ampersand-associates.com

A range of handmade mosaic
coasters, table mats and wall plaques.

Beautifully made with
hand cut glass set in a durable
charcoal grout. Designs can

be created to your own preference.

For more details please telephone
Jenny Kirby 01279 812293
To view gallery please visit

www.mosaics.carbonmade.com
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Stansted Tennis Club

HuwJohnson
Club

Stansted Tennis Club

Date for your diary
The Annual General Meeting will take place at 8.00pm on
Monday 8th March at 105 Cambridge Road. All members
are welcome, and indeed encouraged, to attend.

Membership
If you are interested in joining the Tennis Club at this time of
year, membership is 50% of the usual price. Please contact
Daphne Lunnon (membership secretary) for further details.

Coaching
The lunch-time adult coaching session will now run for 60
minutes, starting at 1.45pm and finishing at 2.45pm. If you
would like to come along and join in, please call Chris Hollis
on 319155 (please do not just turn up). You don't have to be
a member of the club to join in. Junior coaching with Chris
Hollis continues for some junior age groups. More classes
will recommence after the February half-term. If you would
like to find out more and get your name on the waiting list,
please call Chris on the above number. Martyn Taplin
816386 continues to coach adults on Saturday afternoons
please contact Martyn if you are interested in joining.

Used Tennis Balls
Priced at a reasonable £1 per tin of four balls, please contact
Jan Hollis on 812073 or call at 105 Cambridge Road.

Club Playing Sessions
Members are encouraged to attend these open sessions:
Wednesdays at 10.00am and 6.00pm
Friday at 9.30am.  Sunday at 10.00am

Contacts
For further information, please contact Richard Mott
(Secretary) on 466348, Janet Hollis (Chairman) on 812073
or Daphne Lunnon (Membership Secretary) on 817574.

Chris Hollis

HuwJohnson
Club

As I write this, we are all looking forward to our New Year
dinner on 15th January, and we hope that the weather will
not spoil the event. We will not meet again until 25th
February when we will enjoy a disco with Garry and cele-
brate Joanne's birthday.

We would like to say a special thank you to the St John's
Church Choir who once again have given us a donation
instead of sending each other Christmas cards.  It is very sad
that many of our donations are the result of someone dying
and we are remembering especially Denise Lee, the widow
of Roy Lee.  Mr Lee was the treasurer of the Braintree and
Stansted Lodge and each year he sent a cheque for the Club.
Although we never met, we were sad to hear of his death,
and grateful for the £490 collected at his funeral. We also say
thank you to the Embleton family for the donations received
both from the death of Betty, Sandra's mother, and another
friend Lena.  Thank you - our thoughts are with you.

Marion Johnson

SKYWATCH
A monthly look at an aspect
        of the Night Sky

I must start with two corrections from my last piece. Firstly
that I shrunk the Sun to 175,000 miles across from its actual
870,000 miles; and, secondly, I reported that the Earth’s
atmosphere protects us from the random, highly dangerous
bursts of radiation that the Sun throws out at us. Whilst the
atmosphere does play an important part, by filtering ultra-
violet radiation with the ever thinning ozone layer, the vast
majority of radiation is diverted away by the Earth’s mag-
netic field; and it is the Earth’s magnetism that we will dis-
cuss this month.

How precisely the magnetic poles are generated within the
Earth is not certain, but we know that there is a lot of iron
and nickel in the Earth, each of which are easily magnetised.
The magnetic poles are near, but not at, the true North and
South poles, around which the Earth rotates once a day. This
means that if you are using a magnetic compass to navigate
to a pole, the nearer you get, the more out of kilter you are
from your planned destination, which may lead to disap-
pointment. The magnetic poles are not static: they very
slowly wander in an apparently random route around, and
sometimes over, the poles. These small movements are
measured in decades or more. Furthermore, there are areas in
the Earth’s crust which are, themselves, magnetised and
therefore create localised distortion. These areas, though, are
well charted.

If a length of iron is stroked by a magnet, it becomes magnet-
ised; but if you then heat it, it will lose its magnetism. If you
then let that piece of iron cool down in a magnetic field it
will become magnetised again. So when, in the 1960s, geolo-
gists working in Australia who were analysing prehistoric
Aborigine hearths, used presumably to cook and give warmth
at night, they almost casually placed a magnetic compass
near a hearth and realised that while cooling it had been
slightly magnetised by the Earth’s magnetic field. However,
the poles of the hearth were the wrong way round. Further
research suggested, and later confirmed, that the Earth’s
magnetic field swings 180 degrees every two or three hun-
dred thousand years. We have yet to find out how or why.
Finally, you may wonder how we navigate accurately at sea
and in the air. There is another way to make a compass and
that is by using a giro which, set in a specific direction, stays
there.

Martin West
Mooncraft Productions

jason bagge architecture

residential and commercial architecture

ARB RIBA BSc BArch LLM

masterplanning, interior and landscape design
planning and building contracts consultancy

www.jasonbaggearchitecture.com
jasonb@jasonbaggearchitecture.com
T: 01279 813211      m: 07528 891716
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Architect: M.A.HIBBS BSoc Sci, BSc, Dip Arch, ARB

Partner: S.M.WALSH LSIAD, BSc (Hons) Arch
82 High Street  Saffron Walden  Essex  CB10 1EE

Tel 01799 523660  Fax 01799 509940
Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

 Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

L A N  O N E  C O M P U T E R S
U n i t  2  Rea r  O f
1 6  Cam b r id g e  Ro ad
S t an s t ed
Es s ex  CM2 4  8 BZ
P h o n e  0 1 2 79  8 1 6 1 1 6
Email: info@lanone.co.uk

Your Local Computer Accessory & Repair Shop

STANSTED GAS SERVICES
07956 855328  01279 817581

STEVE KING

Servicing, Breakdown and Repair to
Gas Central Heating and appliances.

Installation of Bathrooms and Showers
Gas Safe Registered. Ex - British Gas

C.  C .  VALETING LTD
THE ULTIMATE IN

CAR & COMMERCIAL VALETING

From Washes to Full Valets
Office 01279 815192 Mobile 07974 005642

www.ccvaleting.com

STANSTED CARPETS
CHAPEL HILL

EST. 1969

CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CURTAINS
CURTAIN FABRICS

ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN BLINDS
FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE

Call Peter on 01279-812019
E-mail: stanstedcarpets@hotmail.com

www.stanstedcarpets.com
CARPET CLEANER HIRE

HIGH HOUSE Montessori Day Nursery

To arrange a visit please call: 01279 870898
www.HighHouseNursery.co.uk

 Residential
 Industrial
 Interior Design
 Project Management
 Planning & Building Regulation Applications

Bareham Overy Partnership
RIBA Chartered Architects

Turn ideas into reality .....

01279 816040    john@barehamovery.co.uk
The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE

 Leisure
 Commercial
 Space Planning

Massage Therapist
Jenna Perkins

Please call Stansted 07881 558381
jennaperkins@hotmail.co.uk

Please call Stansted 07881 558381
jennaperkins@hotmail.co.uk

GILLSON CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Ø First & second fix carpentry
Ø Site & bench joinery
Ø Extensions & building projects
Ø Kitchens
Ø Wooden flooring
Ø Decking design & construction
Ø No job too big or too small

Office    01279 812101
Mobile  07525 061661

Email:  gillsoncarpentry@btinternet.com
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The staff at Spangles Children’s Centre are always looking to
improve the quality and availability of services available to
families with children under 5 years.  We are currently con-
sidering a Saturday morning service for working families
with under 5s and a dads' group to run on alternate Saturday
mornings.  Is this something you or someone you know
would use?  Or do you have ideas of your own that we could
incorporate? Please call in and pick up a copy of our exciting
new timetable.  We would welcome your thoughts and sug-
gestions.

Deborah Warwick
Tel: 812348

Email: afstanstedcc@essexpsla.com

UGLEY
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

We had our AGM in November when the President and
Committee were all re-elected. This will be Ruth
Rawlinson’s 3rd year as President. The other officers also
remain the same. We have a very good programme for 2010,
when we are planning a car treasure hunt in May, and an out-
ing to London with a blue badge guide to hear about the poor
children of the 19th century who were cared for in homes
started by Thomas Coram. The speakers already booked
include Tim Turner from Sworders speaking about antiques -
and he will probably value items we care to bring along. A
talk on fingerprints should prove most interesting and we
also have Peter Lawrence to talk about London Docklands
past, present and future. Our County Federation AGM has
booked Ann Widdicombe to speak (this will be non-political
in accordance with our rules) and which should be excellent.
In July we celebrate our 90th anniversary, having started in
1920. Our scrapbook will be to the fore. Miss Nancy Tennant
and her mother were founder members and leading lights.

We are an afternoon WI , the only one in the district, and we
warmly welcome new members and visitors, so do come
along to Ugley Village Hall on the 3rd Wednesday of the
month at 2.30pm or ring me on 813080 for more informa-
tion.

Brenda Scarr
Secretary

UGLEY FARMERS' MARKET
(every 3rd Saturday of the month)

Saturday 20th February
Ugley Village Hall

10.00am-12 noon
 Beat those winter blues - stock up with fresh meat, baking,
bread, fruit and veg, honey and eggs.  Also cards and crafts.

Refreshments                              Easy Parking

NEWS FROM THE DAY CENTRE
The members of the Day Centre had a most enjoyable Christ-
mas dinner, prepared and cooked by Jo, Vicky and Jill and
organised by our manager, Kat.  Quite a few of our volun-
teers helped serve and we all appreciated everyone’s efforts.

We were entertained by pupils and staff from the
Mountfitchet College who sang with accompaniment some
well-known and less familiar carols. Thank you to everyone.

Brenda Scarr

BABY MASSAGE
Do you have a young baby, over six weeks old but not yet
crawling?  Are you looking for something to do together
which will not only be enjoyable for you both but is also
beneficial to your health?  Why not join a baby massage
course?  Jan Rickwood and Sue Maloney run baby massage
courses in Stansted on Monday and Friday mornings.  The
classes are small and friendly and will give you the opportu-
nity to meet new friends, whilst furnishing you with a life-
time skill.  Baby massage is great for helping you and your
baby relax;  obviously a relaxed baby is more likely to sleep
better, which is always a bonus.  During the course you will
be taught techniques which will help strengthen your baby’s
muscle tone, enhance their co-ordination and aid their diges-
tive and respiratory systems.  You will be shown specific
massage routines to ease the pain of colic and constipation,
which many parents find invaluable.  We use lots of rhymes
and movements to keep your growing baby interested, whilst
the informal discussion over refreshments allows you to
exchange views, ideas and experiences, assuring you that
you are not the only one who is confident and on an incred-
ible high one moment and feeling doubts and fears the next.
The course is once a week for five weeks and costs £45.  For
more information please contact me at Lower Street Clinic
(number below) or email me.  One-to-one classes or small
group classes can often be arranged on alternative days or
times.

Jan Rickwood
Tel: 815917

Email: jan.rickwood@btinternet.com
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AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

David
Nunn’s
Garage

SERVICING

Bentfield Road Stansted
TEL: 01279 812686

REPAIRS

Mornings 9.15am to 12noon
Afternoons 1.00pm to 3.30pm

Experienced Friendly Staff

‘a calm and well organised learning
environment’ (OFSTED Jan 08)

For further information, please
call 07966 506997 or contact
Gill Pursglove on 01279 814701

St John’s Road,
Stansted,
CM24 8JP

www.rainbowpreschool.net

Welcome Children
Aged 2½ to rising 5’s

Stansted
Psychotherapy

Counselling
Psychotherapy
Life Coaching

Contact:  01279 817976
sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

Resolve your issues
Create a better future

Start whenever you’re ready

Sian Lloyd MBA Dip.NLPt

LINO
THOMAS
HAIRDRESSERS
THE GREENS BUILDING
CAMBRIDGE ROAD, STANSTED
ESSEX CM24 8BZ
TELEPHONE 01279 812910

HEAR ING HELP
UT T L ESFORD

For more information ring
01799 599790
 (9 am - 5 pm)

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids

 at
Stansted Day Centre

 2 - 4 pm
on the last Tuesday

of every month

Registered Charity No. 289280

GET THE MOST OUT OF LIFE
Hypnotherapy

& other brief therapies

also
Confidence ~ Exams

Stress ~ Anxiety
Depression ~ Insomnia

Phobias
Irritable Bowel Syndrome

Relationships
and much more

 One session smoking
therapy plus support
Weight & Eating

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.com

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,

Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

greetings cards • posters
notecards • gift wrap

Please contact me for a
catalogue or to arrange a
card party. Or why not go
a step further and become

a Phoenix Trader - you
too can earn a worthwhile
income by selling these

great products!
Ask me for details.

& other high quality accessories at
excellent prices

Phoenix Trading publish a fantastic range of

01279 813267
andyandsally@mac.com

www.phoenixtrading.com

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

 Extensions
 Kitchens
 Doors & Locks
 Windows
 Bespoke joinery
 Summer Houses
 Decking
 Soundproofing

Fully Insured and
Guaranteed

Nick Whitaker
Tel: 01279 813690

Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@live.co.uk

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

Andrew Richardson
Tel: 01279 817282

Mob: 07980 439924

 • 20 years experience
 • References available
 • Fully qualified
 • Competitive rates

Customer satisfaction
guaranteed
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“BIN DONE”
WHEELIE BIN CLEANING SERVICE

Tel: 01279 851106 Mob: 07754 238968
Email: bindone@btinternet.com

4 Weekly Cleaning Schedule

One-off Cleans to Suit

many throws of the dice as possible before "BEETLE" was
called!!!

The first meeting of the New Year will be on Wednesday 3rd
February when we welcome back Barry Kaufmann-Wright.
The subject of his talk is ‘British Coastal Wildlife and Land-
scapes’.  Then on 3rd March our speaker will be Mr Richard
Gant, talking about the 'History and Development of
Madingley Hall Gardens'. There will also be a members’
competition:  planted bowl of spring bulbs, maximum pot
size 8 inches. 7th April is our Mini Spring Show and AGM.
Schedules for the Spring Show are available from the
Secretary’s desk or from Maralyn Harris.  Times etc will be
announced nearer the date. There will be an autumn trip to
RHS Wisley on Saturday 23rd October; bearing in mind the
uncertainty of the weather, this visit will coincide with the
Wisley Autumn Extravaganza.

Our meetings are held the first Wednesday of the month
(with the exception of January),  at the Day Centre, which is
adjacent to the Library and car park at the top of Chapel Hill.
The doors open at 7.30pm with the meeting starting promptly
at 8.00pm.  Refreshments are served before the meeting.
Everyone is very welcome.  Membership is available or
come along as a visitor (£2 per person).

Maralyn Harris
Chairman

REQUEST
Does anyone have the March and April 1990 copies of
'Link'?  These are unaccountably missing from the magazine
archive.  Please ring 647213 if you have them.  We could
photocopy and return.  Thanks.

Editor

“BIN DONE”
WHEELIE BIN CLEANING SERVICE

Tel: 01279 851106 Mob: 07754 238968
Email: bindone@btinternet.com

4 Weekly Cleaning Schedule

One-off Cleans to Suit

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
20 Brewery  Lane

Stansted

Dear Sir

Stansted, Uttlesford’s Overspill -
Underfunded and Overtaxed

Stansted during the last decade has experienced massive
development, both with infill and the new development at
Forest Hall Park.  A vibrant community needs to expand and
develop.  However, to do this, it is not simply a question of
housing - massive new estates with no amenities, and flats,
diminutive in size with no recreational areas, and no recog-
nisable High Street.  Uttlesford has made it clear that all
major developments for the future will be in the Southern
part of Uttlesford (ie Stansted and Elsenham).

Stansted, whilst the commercial ‘Powerhouse’ of Uttlesford,
with the majority of the development, has been left in a time
warp in terms of amenities. Other areas have enjoyed massive
funding in terms of medical facilities, leisure centres, swim-
ming pools, open recreational areas, libraries, modern High
Street shopping facilities, and highway development.  Our
District and Parish Councils need to stop ‘The Cinderella
Approach’ to Stansted, and place us into the same level of
spend as Saffron Walden, Dunmow, and other areas.  Failure
to do so, in my opinion, will mean that Stansted will by
default become a dormitory village, with a mass of houses
and flats with no recreational or shopping facilities, and resi-
dents will have to lose out or go elsewhere.

Surveys do not produce results.  Action by our elected repre-
sentatives is what is needed.  What are your views?

Crelin Collins

MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

Despite a very wet and windy evening, members gathered at
the Day Centre to enjoy the last meeting of 2009 – the
December Bring & Share Christmas Party.  The evening was
split into three - hat making competition, followed by the
buffet and concluding with a beetle drive.  The hat competi-
tion only had two rules:

Rule No 1 - only one piece of A4 paper allowed and every
piece was to be used ie no rubbish whatsoever.
Rule No 2 – The hat was to be worn throughout the
evening!!!

The result was a fantastic mix of pirate hats, Red Indian
headbands with feathers, roaring twenties hairbands with
flowers and leaves, outer space creations of circles, to a
chicken hat!!!   There are more photos on our website.  The
evening ended with a very lively and noisy beetle drive. As
normal the drive started very sedately but it didn’t take long
before the game speeded up with everyone trying to get as
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With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, the refurbished Ugley Village Hall on
Cambridge Road is ideal for clubs, classes, functions,

children’s parties and social meetings.

Ugley Village Hall
HIRE THE NEWLY REFURBISHED

Bookings or further information please call Susan Bone 01279 814052

Kate Harrison
CURTAINS, PELMETS, BLINDS,

CUSHIONS of all SORTS, BED COVERS,
VALANCES - ALL MADE TO MEASURE

I can supply fabrics, trimmings, tracks & other accessories.
Please call for my free advice and measuring service.

Tel / Fax 01279 777452
email: kateharrison_1@yahoo.co.uk

Tel  01279 817739

Mobile  07778 049063

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN

STEVE HALL

GARDEN SERVICES

email: sales@zelta.co.uk
www.batterycharged.co.uk

Tel 01279 815582

Any Battery Any Purpose Any Where
Service & Repair of Power Tools

Christmas Fundraising Gluten Free
Halloween Birthdays  Diabetic
Weddings Corporate / Gifts Nut Free
Valentines Mother’s Day Easter
Nikki Westwood 01279 771867

Email thechocolatelady@tiscali.co.uk
www.chocolate-parties.com

   CHOCOLATES FOR
HOCOHOLICS

CHOCOLATES FOR

Nail and Beauty Studio

52a Silver Street, Stansted CM24 8HD
Tel 01279 647646

Visit us on
www.fancyfingers.co.uk

 your first treatment with this advert10%off

N W Brown Landscapes
All aspects of landscaping

undertaken including fencing,
decking, paving, lawns & planting

Nigel Brown
07917 611945
01279 507255

        RHS Qualified
Registered waste carrier

Baby Massage Courses
Mondays and Fridays in Stansted

Monday Class
JAN RICKWOOD

01279 850727

Friday Class
SUE MOLONEY
01279 771405

BUBBLES
BATHROOMS • TILES • ACCESSORIES

Bathrooms designed, supplied and installed
27-29 High Street
Saffron Walden

Tel:  01799 522 488
Open Tue - Sat 9.00 - 5.00

www.bubbles-bathrooms.co.uk

The Maltings
Sawbridgeworth

Tel: 01279 725 475
Open Tue - Sat 9.30 - 4.30
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and input into the Club. I would also like to thank Inter-
County for becoming our match day sponsors. Any help is
much appreciated, so if anyone is interested in sponsoring us
please call me.

The weather has wreaked havoc on our fixtures, with the
majority of matches being called off. Leading up to the New
Year, Stansted were top of the League and have just been
knocked off the top by Burnham – but our games had been
called off so hopefully we will try and regain pole position.
Congratulations to the players and managers and keep it up.
If anyone is interested in sponsoring us or becoming
involved at the Club please contact me.

Larry Woods
Vice Chairman

Tel: 07866 765175

The fourth and final concert of our 2009/10 season features
the Coull String Quartet and takes place on Saturday 6th
March at 7.30pm in St John’s Church. The quartet will be
making a very welcome return visit to Stansted, their having
already delighted us with their playing here in March 2006.

They have been Quartet-in-Residence at the University of
Warwick since 1977 and have performed and broadcast
extensively throughout this country, the USA and Western
Europe. They have toured India, the Middle and Far East,
South America and Australia. They toured China only last
October and at one concert, where they had been asked to
include a movement of the Yellow River Concerto, the audi-
ence erupted into spontaneous applause as they began to
play!  The programme for 6th March will be:

Haydn Quartet in Eb Op 33 No 2 ‘The Joke’
Shostakovitch Quartet in D Op 83 No 4
Mendelssohn Quartet in E minor Op 44 No 2

Tickets: adults £12, children £1 are available from
Stansted Carpets; Nockolds Solicitors, Bishop’s Stortford;
Sonia Levy 815282; or at the door. Please visit our website
www.musicatstansted.com for more information.

Alan Corbishley

               1st STANSTED BROWNIES

At last the dreaded day has arrived:   'Retirement'. Ann
Howarth has been in Guiding for 46 years, first as a Brownie
then a Guide and eventually at 14 years old a Land Ranger in
Hornchurch, Essex.  After having her children, Lisa and
Gavin, Ann was persuaded in 1978 to help her sister Sonia at
a Guide meeting.  She enjoyed it so much that she stayed for
10 years.  After many camps and joint camps with the
Scouts, taking her children and dog with her, she retired for a
few months.

She was later asked if she would like to help at a Brownie
meeting and once again she enjoyed it so much she stayed –
this time for 21 years!!  There was plenty to do, going on
pack holidays every year, taking her Brownies and some-
times another pack with her, as well as the weekly meetings -
working on badges or craft items, making cakes or
pizzas, playing games, knots and quizzes. As Ann has joined
the Trefoil Guild in Saffron Walden, she will still be associ-
ated with the Guide Movement and enjoy her retirement with
her animals - horses, goats, rabbits, cats and dog and her long
suffering husband Les, who has supported her in all her
Guiding activities.

Rodney Girling

STANSTED FOOTBALL CLUB

I would like to thank the 'Link' for letting us have the chance
to let all the local people know what is going on at Stansted
FC.  By now I’m sure a lot of you have taken the opportunity
to watch our giant new screen for all the big Sky football
games. Soon we will be installing a new premier pool table, a
quiz machine and new fruit machine so there is now even
more to enjoy at Stansted FC. I would like to thank all the
new Committee members who have had a massive impact on
the Club and for all the people who have donated time and
money into giving our Clubhouse a facelift – they have defi-
nitely ‘turned it around’ so thank you for all your hard work
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ADULT COMMUNITY LEARNING

Ring us on 813319 quoting ‘Stansted Link’
email: lifelong.learningwest@essexcc.gov.uk

Courses available at Peter
Kirk Centre, Stansted

Take up a new interest
Learn a new skill
Improve your job prospects
Make new friends
Have some fun

Concessionary fees to those in receipt of Income
Related Benefits or Disability Living Allowance.

Lots of subjects to choose from

Clients’ parking and Disabled Access

White Horse Court, North Street
Bishop’s Stortford, Hertfordshire CM23 2LD

Also in the City of Westminster

For Professional Advice You Can Trust
Call us: 01279 506421

Email: info@pwwsolicitors.co.uk
or visit www.pwwsolicitors.co.uk

Wills, Probate & Trusts - Commercial & Residential Conveyancing
Charities and Ecclesiastical Law - Corporate & Commercial Matters

Dispute Resolution - Landlord & Tenant - Notarial Services

Members of the Lawyers Christian Fellowship

Pest Control & Prevention

 Ants, Bed Bugs
 Bees, Cockroaches
 Fleas, Flies, Foxes
 Mice, Moles, Moths
 Pigeons, Rats, Rabbits
 Squirrels, Wasps

www.h2oplants.co.uk

H2O Plants Environmental Services

Office: 01279 216538  Mobile: 07958 304744

Commercial and domestic works carried out
by fully trained, insured and discreet staff

Ask about our Part-exchange Plus
scheme today and we could even
buy your old home. So you can look
forward to a new life in a new home
and forget about your chain,
homebuyer’s packs and estate agents.
Now that’s Persimmon Perfect.

Foresthall Park,
Stansted Mountfitchet.
Sat nav code CM24 8GD.
4 & 5 bedroom homes from £285,950

Photograph shows the Jasmine house type at Foresthall Park. *Available on selected plots at selected developments, subject to status, terms and conditions and using a Persimmon-nominated solicitor as necessary.
†Calls to 0845 numbers are now free with BT depending on your Calling Plan. Mobile and other providers’ charges may vary. Prices and details correct at time of going to press (January 2010). 306EX

Call Henry on 01279 647454
Open daily 10am – 5pm

PART-EXCHANGE PLUS*
• A guaranteed buyer for

your home
• No estate agent’s fee

Now that’s

“ A guaranteed
buyer for

our home.”
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ruled against BAA's second ground of appeal, namely, that
the timetable laid down by the Competition Commission for
the sale of the three airports was too short.  The CAT con-
sidered there was no merit in BAA's arguments on this point.

In terms of the way forward the CAT has said it is for the
Competition Commission and BAA to agree this but that if
no agreement can be reached the CAT will hear further argu-
ments from both sides before making a decision. One distinct
possibility is that the whole Competition Commission
inquiry into BAA's monopoly would have to be re-run, a
process which could take two years. It remains to be seen
how the Government will decide to deal with the second run-
way public inquiry having previously put this on hold until
the uncertainty about the future ownership of Stansted was
resolved. The ruling has the potential to blight this local
community for many more years despite the fact that the case
for a second Stansted runway is dead in the water.  BAA
should face up to this now and end the uncertainty by
announcing the cancellation of its second runway plans.

BAA needs to Smell the Coffee
Figures for 2009 published on 11th January by BAA make a
mockery of the airport operator’s claims that it urgently
needs planning approval for a second runway at Stansted
Airport. The full year figures show that Stansted handled
fewer than 20 million passengers last year, the lowest annual
total for six years.  There was an even sharper decline in the
number of flights where last year’s total of 156,242 made it
the quietest year for the Essex airport since 2002. Despite the
ongoing decline in passengers and flights at Stansted, BAA
bizarrely still insists on continuing with its current planning
application for a second runway based on its belief that
Stansted will grow to 68 million passengers per annum
(mppa) and 495,000 flights by 2030 which, on both counts,
is more than today’s Heathrow.  Stansted currently has plan-
ning permission to expand to 35 mppa – allowing scope for
expansion of 75% on the current level of passenger through-
put – and the full capacity of the existing runway is consider-
ably more than 35 mppa.

BAA needs to wake up and smell the coffee and acknow-
ledge the reasons why Stansted has experienced such a dra-
matic reversal during the difficult economic climate of the
past two years, in stark contrast to Heathrow.  It also needs to
recognise once and for all that there’s no commercial logic in
proceeding with a second Stansted runway costing twice the
recent sale price of Gatwick and without any guarantee of
additional demand. BAA needs to take a reality check with a
cold, hard look at the views of the Competition Commission
and the way the political wind is now blowing.  This would
hopefully make BAA see sense.  It cannot justify continuing
to blight so many lives over a new runway which nobody
wants or needs.  Any socially and financially responsible
company would have no hesitation in ditching the plans
forthwith.

     Carol Barbone
 Campaign Director

Tel:07775 523091
Email:cbarbone@mxc.co.uk

        Brian Ross
Economics Adviser

Tel: 814961 or 07850 937143
Email:brian.ross@lineone.net

Select Committee challenges the wisdom of a second
Stansted runway
A report published Monday 7th December by the influential
House of Commons Transport Committee concludes that the
case for a second runway at Stansted Airport has not been
made.  The 'Future of Aviation' inquiry report questions the
need for a second runway at Stansted.  Its conclusions are
vindication of the economic arguments which have long been
made by SSE, whose economics adviser gave evidence to the
inquiry, and a rejection of the claims made by BAA and the
present Government about the so-called economic benefits of
expanding the airport. This latest rejection of the case for a
second Stansted runway is particularly welcome because the
Transport Committee is dominated by Labour MPs who, up
until now, have loyally supported the Government's pro-
expansion aviation policy.  Furthermore, it comes in a year
when the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats have both
unequivocally declared their opposition to a second Stansted
runway, meaning that BAA and the Government are increas-
ingly isolated on this issue. It should by now be clear to the
Government and BAA that they are flogging a dead horse.  It
is becoming increasingly difficult to find anyone these days
who still believes there is a logical case to be made for a sec-
ond Stansted runway.

SSE also strongly welcomes the Committee's conclusions
that the Government needs to revisit procedures for assessing
the impacts of aircraft noise, compensation arrangements and
the effective enforcement of noise regulations.  News that the
Committee is calling for a review of the adequacy of
research into the effects of aircraft noise, particularly on
human health, and for measures to improve air quality
around major airports to be brought forward are also to be
applauded. There are however some disappointing aspects in
the report, in particular, its failure to recognise that the
expansion of air travel along the lines proposed by the
Government's 2003 Air Transport White Paper cannot be
reconciled with the objective of achieving an 80 per cent cut
in the UK's carbon emissions by 2050.  Hopes now rest on
the landmark UK and Aviation Report published on 8th
December by the Committee on Climate Change.  This is
expected to say that aviation growth will need to be reined in
if the UK's climate change targets are to be met.

BAA must scrap runway plans now rather than prolong
the blight
SSE has called on BAA to withdraw its second runway plans
as issues over the future ownership of Stansted Airport
threaten to drag on for years, prolonging the blight and
uncertainty for the local community. The call comes in the
wake of the Competition Appeal Tribunal (CAT) ruling
which upheld one of the grounds of BAA's appeal relating to
apparent bias on the part of the Competition Commission in
reaching its decision that BAA must sell three of its airports,
including Stansted.  The CAT was at pains to emphasise that
there was no suggestion of actual bias by the Competition
Commission but that it had to abide by the maxim that justice
must not only be done but be seen to be done. The CAT



36

Animal Care Mercer & Hughes BC
Art and Craft Millway Stationery   10
Community & Alzheimer's Society 26
Care Carers UK 8
 Hearing Help 30
 Helpline 8
 Uttlesford Carers  8
 Ugley Village Hall (for hire) 32
Computing Alan Horsley (Computer Repairs)  8
& Office Lan One (Accessories & Repairs) 28
 TCS (Set Up & Repairs) 12
Education Adult Community Learning 34
 Montessori Day Nursery 28
 Rainbow Pre-School 30
 Spangles Children’s Centre 6
Electrical Albury Electrical Services 12
 A&I Electrical 16
 Stansted Electric 12
 Zelta Batteries 32
Financial  Greenways Financial Planning 6
& Legal Mansell & Co BC
 Pothecary Witham Weld 34
Food &  Bada Bing! FC
Lodging Chocolates for Chocoholics 32
 Eddie Ho Fish & Chips 8
 The Cock at Henham FC
 Pocknell Food Co 8
 The Cock 10
 The Dog & Duck BC
Funeral   Daniel Robinson & Sons 6
Services J Day & Son  8
 D C Poulton & Sons 22
Furniture & Fabrications 12
Furnishings  Kate Harrison 32
 Knightbrooks (Carpets) BC
 Mosaics (Table Mats & Plaques) 26
 New Look (Upholsterers) 26
 Stansted Carpets 28
Garden N W Brown (Landscapes) 32
Supplies, Crystal Clear Ponds 26
Services D Honour & Son (Landscapes) BC
& Floral H20 Plants 16
 Selina Rankin Garden Design 16
 Steve Hall Garden Services 32
 J R Johnston (Trees)  8
 Mayfair Ponds 22
Heating &  Harpers Plumbing & Heating BC
Plumbing JDW Gas Heating Specialist 26
 Jones & Co (Plumbing) 8
 Orion Heating BC
 Ray the Plumber 12
 Stansted Gas Services 28

Household A Better Aerial 28
Services Bubbles Bathrooms 32

A&M Collins Roofing BC
 Clearit (House Clearance) BC
 Do-It-4U  10
 D T Bedroom Design 22
 Eaden Lilleys (Removals) BC
 Fairweather Windows FC
 Finch and Son BC
 Gillson Carpentry & Joinery 28
 Newman’s Home Services 12
 Nouvelle Carpentry & Building 30
 Pest Control 34
Leisure Back to Basics (Pilates)  10
 Graham School of Dance 22
 Mitchell School of Dance 16
 Melody Bear (for children) 26
Motoring & D Bonney & Sons  6
Cycling C C Valeting 28

David Nunn's Garage 30
 Kiss (Driving Tuition) 32
Painting &  ada Decorating 30
Decorating  Perfect Plastering 8
 Ray Morton (Decorating) 8
 Shutes Painting & Decorating 16
Personal Baby Massage 32
Services Dovaston-Harris (Beauty) 22

Fancy Fingers (Beauty) 32
 Glynis Cheers (Hypnotherapist) 30
 R Handford (Chiropodist) 16
 Jan Menell (Birth Preparation) 8
 Jenna Perkins Massage 28

Lino Thomas (Hairdressing) 30
Lower Street Clinic 34

 Mobile Hairdressing  12
 Mountney (Reiki) BC
 NFSH 16
 Stansted Chiropractic             6
 Stansted Psychotherapy 30
 Williams (Osteopath)  10
 What’sa name’s (Hairdressing) BC
Printing &  Copyzone 12
Stationery  PhoenixTrading (cards) 30
Property Aldwych Construction 8
Services Ampersand Associates 26
 Bareham Overy Partnership 28
 Chris Osborn (Brickwork) 26
 Hibbs & Walsh (Architects) 28
 A C Wright Building Contractors 12
 Persimmon Homes 34
 Savill Brickwork 26
Retailers Family News  12
 John Wilson Jeweller 10

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in the Link,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the form below to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.
Details must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
Message

Sender’s Name   Tel



5 Ducketts Wharf, South Street, Bishops Stortford CM23 3AR

01279 658499
info@mansellandco.org

Mansell & Co. LLP est 1970
Chartered Certified Accountants, Registered Auditors

All aspects of accounts, audit and taxation
We are an established firm offering a cost-effective and

professional service to businesses of all sizes,
both start-ups and existing businesses changing advisor

Mark Williams FCCA or Jeremy Fozzard FCCA
Please contact us for a free consultation, quoting “Link”

Tel: 07929 799481
or: 07982 468881

REMOVALS
Eadan Lilleys Est.

Local
&

Long Distance
7 days a week

STORAGE
AVAILABLE

UNISEX HAIR SALON

1 Lower Street   Stansted   CM24 8LN

• Haircutting and Restyling
• Colouring
• Perming

• Children Welcome
• 20% Discount for Senior Citizens

OPENING TIMES

Monday - 9.00am to 5.00pm

Tuesday to Friday - 9.00am to 6.00pm

Saturday - 8.30am to 4.30pm

Guaranteed Workmanship

Tel/Fax: 01279 816491 Mobile:  07956 873230
35 Gilbey Crescent Stansted CM24 8DT

Email: axmcollins@talktalk.net
www.roofer-essex.com

• SLATING • TILING • LEADWORK •
• ZINCWORK • GUTTERING • FLAT ROOFS •

• REPAIRS • UPVC FACIAS & GUTTERS •

A & M COLLINS ROOFING

Please call Clearit
 Available 7 days a week

Also Clearance of
Garden Rubbish, Garage, and Building Materials
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Heating & Plumbing Ltd

All Plumbing, Heating & Gas Repairs
Servicing & Installation

Bathroom & Water Softener Installations
Power Flushing ~ Gas & Oil Specialists

Solar Hot Water Installations
Air & Ground Source Heat Pumps

OFTEC Approved Oil Engineers

 Tel: 01279 771981   Mob: 07885 597063
Email: nharper114@aol.com

www.harpersplumbing.co.uk

MERCER & HUGHES
Veterinary Surgeons

Also surgeries at Saffron Walden & Dunmow

Surgery Hours

Mon - Fri  8.30 am - 10.30 am

  4.30 pm - 7 pm

Sat  8.30 am - 10 am

80 Cambridge Rd, Stansted
Tel 01279 813780

www.mercerandhughes.co.uk

The Dog
and Duck

Lunchtime food now available
Wednesdays Pie Night

Thursdays Monthly Quiz Night
Sally & Mark look forward to seeing you soon

58 Lower Street, Stansted
01279 812047


