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Specialising in Windows, Doors & Conservatories
FAIRWEATHER W I N D O W S

Fascias & Soffits, Guttering, 
UPVC Profiles and Fixings

We are your local home
improvement specialists, using only
the best quality products, sold at
very competitive prices. 
All products can be ‘A’ rated for
extra energy efficiency and come to
you with a full 10 year guarantee

from a FENSA registered company

PA R T  O F  T H E  FA I R W E AT H E R  G R O U P

Unit 7  The Links Industrial Estate, Raynham Road, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 5NZ

Trade Counter & Showroom NOW OPEN

Talk to a tradesman, not a salesman
Save Energy - Save Money!

call us NOW on 01279 813888

Are you looking to replace 
those draughty old 
windows and doors?

Or create more space 
by adding a conservatory 
or extension to your home?
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also available online at www.stanstedlink.org.uk.

EDITORIAL
The new year has started off well with the news that Taylor Wimpey’s appeal to
build on land off Bentfield Green has been dismissed (see page 19) thanks to a lot of
hard work and dogged perseverance by the Save Stansted Village  group and local
councillors.  No doubt there will be other battles to be fought on planning issues in
the coming months, but the knowledge that ‘people power’ can succeed is very
encouraging.  It hasn’t been such a good start to the year for those residents whose
houses were burgled over the Christmas period.  Sadly, burglars are still targeting
Stansted and the police are appealing for our help to catch them (see page 13).
Please be extra vigilant both day and night, and report anything suspicious straight
away.

It’s fitting that this first issue of 2014 should also be the first Link magazine to have
some colour on the inside pages.  We’re always striving to improve our parish maga-
zine and are very excited at this latest change.  It’s lovely to be able to print your
photos in colour at last, and we hope you’ll be as pleased as we are with the finished
product.  As ever, your feedback is most welcome.

CIRCULATION:
The Link is delivered free to
over 3000 homes and
businesses in Stansted
Mountfitchet.  Further copies
may be purchased for £1
each or £10.00 for the year,
plus postage.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
by email (preferred), up to
300 words in a Word
document, please, to:
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk

or by hand to:
7 Blythwood Gardens,
Stansted CM24 8HG

5 Greenfields, Stansted
CM24 8AH

by noon on 11th February
for the March issue

Stansted network is compiled by
 Stansted Mountfitchet Parish
 Council.

Cover photo:
Snowdrops, Alsa
Street
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Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk Sue Moloney
  5 Chatter End, Farnham Geeen
  Bishop's Stortford
  Tel: 01279 771405

Meeting  Sunday, 10.30am

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Priest Father John Garrett
 The Presbytery
 St Therese of Lisieux
 High Lane
 Stansted

Tel:  814349

Masses Saturday   6.00pm
 Sunday   10.00am
 Holy Days of Obligation  8.00am and 8.00pm
 Tuesday-Saturday  9.30am

Confessions
Saturday   10.00am
   and by appointment

Baptisms By appointment

            STANSTED FREE CHURCH
                Methodist / URC

                Chapel Hill
                www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Minister   Rev’d David Keeble
Tel: 01799 522037
minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer
7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG
Tel :814059
lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Preachers for February
2nd   10.30am The Worship Team – New Directions
9th   10.30am Christine Heyhoe
16th   10.30am Michael Dyer
23rd   10.30am Rev’d Stuart Veitch  - Communion

The Place on the Hill – every Wednesday and Friday
9.30am- 12.30pm
Our Friday drop-in is proving very popular, with Art for All
on the first Friday, and storytime on the third Friday of each
month.  Come and join us – all ages are welcome.

Our meeting on Monday 10th February is at 7 Blythwood
Gardens, when Roger Harrison (son of Phyllis) is giving an
illustrated talk on his trip to Albania with the Bible Society.
Our At Home on Monday 24th February is at 62 St John’s
Road. Both meetings start at 8.00pm and all are welcome.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
Looking at, or looking through?
The poet George Herbert wrote, “A man that looks on glass, on it may stay his eye; or if he pleaseth, through it pass, and
then the heaven espy.” In other words, when you look at something you can just see it as it is on the surface, or you can
take time to see it in depth. Seeing in depth adds the dimension of meaning.  When we look at the world how many of us
take time to see it in depth? Our economic system encourages us just to see the world as a collection of resources to be
exploited rather than something to be valued and appreciated for more than its mere money value. When we look at others
do we see all that they are? I’m often amazed by what I discover about elderly people and the astonishing things they have
done in their lifetimes. The people we walk past in the street or ignore on the train have stories to tell that would perhaps
amaze or horrify us. The people we dismiss as with collective nouns – asylum seekers, economic migrants, benefits recipi-
ents – all of these are individuals with their own stories; and if we took time to hear those stories rather than just the collec-
tive descriptions we would realise that there is no ‘them’, just us.

Above all if we look at ourselves we would see our own astonishing and terrifying possibilities. We are all of us in the proc-
ess of becoming (in the words of CS Lewis) “a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship,
or else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare”. Every decision we make points us in
one or other of those directions.
Which way are you going to head in 2014?

Paul Wilkin
Rector of St John’s Church

ShalomShalom
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All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
             St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
             Tel: 815243
             Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
             Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
             Wednesday, Friday
             Administrator: Mrs Sally Chapman
             Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btck.com

Rector:             Rev’d Paul Wilkin
             Tel: 812203
             Email: paulwilkin@iname.com

Director of Anne Brooks
 Music: Email:  anne.brooks22@yahoo.co.uk

Church Hall Rachel Pocknell
 Bookings: Tel or text: 07972 373994
            Email: stjohns.hallbookings@gmail.com

St John’s Diary
Sunday
8.00am   Said Holy Communion
9.30am   Worship 4 All (1st Sunday)
9.30am   Choral Eucharist (2nd-4th Sundays)

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
8.30am   Morning Prayer  There are services of
    Holy Communion on
Tuesday   the  first Tuesdays and
9.00am   St John's Tots  Wednesdays of the
    month in Norman
Wednesday   Court, Hargrave House
9.00am   Morning Prayer and Broome End
10.00am   Holy Communion Nursing Homes.

Monday-Thursday and Saturday
5.00pm    Evening Prayer

MAJOR REPAIRS AT ST JOHN'S

Two significant repairs have recently been completed at St
John’s Church. The first repair involved replacing the roof of
the South Aisle, after the lead was stolen 18 months ago.
This work was carried out by Lodge and Sons, who replaced
the temporary covering with a lead replacement metal that
will be extremely difficult to remove.  The new roof will
weather to the colour of lead.  The picture opposite shows
the finished roof just after completion.  The cost of this
work was partly met by a grant from Essex Environment
Trust, who donated £15,000.  The congregation raised the
remainder of the money required to carry out the work.

The second repair involved a complete refurbishment of the
wood block floor in the Church, originally laid during con-
struction of the Church some 120 years ago.  It was loose
and worn and had become dangerous in places.  It was nec-
essary to remove all the furniture and fittings to allow the
floor to be raised, cleaned down and refitted before sand-

ing, staining and lacquering could take place.  This work was
carried out by Between Times, a specialist firm based in
Stanstead Abbotts, near Ware.  The work was partly funded
by a grant from Viridor Credits, who generously provided
£15,000 towards the cost.  The remainder of the cost was
met by another grant from Stansted Parish Council  coupled
with money raised by the congregation through concerts,
summer fairs and other donations. The Clergy and Church-
wardens at St John’s would like to thank everyone who re-
sponded to their appeal for funds to conduct this much
needed work and especially Viridor Credits and Essex Envi-
ronment Trust, without whose involvement the continued
use of this well-loved, unique building would have been in
doubt.

Michael Howes
Tel: 653285

APOLOGIES

In the recent tribute to Martin Cowan (Dec/Jan issue page
11) the word ‘pedant’ appears in describing Martin’s views
as a Parish Councillor.  It should have read ‘independent’ – a
similar word but with a totally different meaning.  Apologies
to Martin’s family and friends, and to Greg Snow for any
offence this error caused.
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LETTER FROM THE QUEEN

Following the flower festival held in St John’s Church as part
of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations in June 2012, I wrote to
the Queen enclosing six photographs of the displays.

I was very pleased to receive a card and the letter from her
lady in waiting, Susan Hussey.

Pauline Mantle

ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB

Many congratulations to the winners of the November and
December draws, who collectively scooped a total of £550
in prize money with the extra draw in December for £200 –
hopefully this will help alleviate some of their Christmas
expenditure!  The winners were:

November
£100  No   29 - Mrs Pat Clower
£  50  No   52 - Mrs Nicola Ward
£  25  No   80 - Mr Matthew Hollis

December
£200 No 182 - Mr John Elliott
£100 No 172 - Mrs Delia Joyce
£  50 No 164 - Mrs Barbara Johnson
£  25 No 210 - Mrs Eileen Quinn

The February draws will take place on Sunday 23rd February
following the 9.30am service in St John’s Church.

Francine Cope
Tel: 814562

Celebration of Christmas
St John’s Church was again packed out for this annual event
which included musical items from St Mary’s and Bentfield
Primary Schools, St John’s Junior Choir, and our specially
formed CTS choir and band, along with readings plus tradi-
tional carols for everyone.  Thanks to all who helped to
make the afternoon successful, especially Alan Corbishley
for his excellent role as master of ceremonies and Anne
Brooks as musical director.  Thanks also to everyone who
gave generously to the retiring collection of £302, which will
be winging its way to Care Network (Uttlesford), along with
the £236 Village Carol Singing money.

Carol Singing around the Village

This Christmas we were spared the ice and snow of previous
years, and even the rain and winds cleared away for our two
forays onto the streets of Stansted. Our collection for the
two nights raised £236. Our thanks go to all who opened
their doors and gave generously to our tireless collectors, to
those who sang and played instruments, and to those who
provided refreshments afterwards.

Photos by Sean Clark
CTS AGM
Tuesday 18th February at 8.00pm in the Free Church.  The
quarterly forum will follow the AGM. All are most welcome.

Lent
The churches are doing something very different for Lent
this year which involves pancakes – see page 31 for details!

Mike and Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059
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February
1 Sat Herts & Soul Concert Harlow Playhouse 7.30 pm
5 Wed Mountfitchet Club Day Centre 2 - 4 pm
  Garden Club Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm
6 Thu Local History Society Day Centre 8 pm
7 Fri Stansted Business Forum Linden House 7.30 am
  Ladies’ Night Tennis Club 7 pm
7/14/21 Fri Investigators Free Church Hall 6.15 - 7.45 pm
8 Sat Uttlesforde Orchestra Concert Saffron Hall, S Walden 7.30 pm
9 Sun Car Boot Sale Forest Hall School 11 am - 2 pm
10 Mon Pilots Free Church Hall 6 – 7.30 pm
  Shalom 7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
11 Tue Link copy due in today before 12 noon
13 Thu WI  Day Centre 7.45 pm
15 & 22 Sat Stansted Family Café Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
18 Tue CTS AGM and Forum Free Church Hall 8 pm
20 Thu Stansted U3A St John’s Hall 1.30 for 2 pm
23  Sun Snowdrop Sunday Easton Lodge 11.30 am - 4 pm
24 Mon Shalom At Home 62 St John’s Road 8 pm
28 Fri Fish and Chip Friday Day Centre 12.30 pm

 4th Birthday Concert

7.30 pm Sat 1st Feb
Harlow Playhouse

Tickets £13.50 from Playhouse
Tel 431945 or online

www.playhouseharlow.com

In support of St Clare Hospice

Borodin ~ Holst ~ Wolf ~ Fauré
Bach ~ Schubert ~ Albinoni

8 pm Sat 22nd March
St John’s Church

Kammerphilharmonie Europa

7 for 7.30 pm Sat 15th Mar
Forest Hall School

All Welcome ~ BYO Drinks & Nibbles

QUIZ NIGHT

Tickets £10 incl Ploughman’s
from Sarah on 07528 520016

Tables 8 or individuals

7 pm Shrove Tuesday 4th March
St Theresa's Parish Centre

Part of the churches’ initiative
to raise funds for two
defibrillators in Stansted

Eat pancakes and look after your heart!

Everyone welcome - free parking

PANCAKE
PARTY

Bach Magnificat
Handel Dixit Dominus

7.30 pm  Sat 15th March
Saffron Hall, S Walden

Tickets: £16 - £20 plus concessions
 online  www.saffronhall.com

SW Tourist Office 01799 524002
or on the door

and Chameleon
Arts Orchestra

Uttlesforde Orchestra

 George Harliono piano
Stravinsky Symphony in C
Liszt Piano Concerto No 1
Brahms Symphony No 2

7.30pm Sat 8th Feb
Saffron Hall, S Walden

Tickets £10 adult, £8 conc, £3 child
S W Tourist Office 01799 524002

www.saffronhall.com or on the door

  www.uttlesforde.net

T o  advertise yo ur  Ma rch  event o n th is page tel 814059 o r
em ail events@ stanstedlink.o rg.uk by 11th  F eb

Inclusio n subject to  edito ria l decisio n & ava ilability  o f space

23rd February & 2nd March
11.30 am – 4 pm (last entry 3 pm)

Complimentary guided tour at 1pm

All Welcome Tel: 01371 876979

SNOWDROP SUNDAYS

Adults £3.50 Children Free
Homemade soup, burgers & bacon rolls

Hot drinks and homemade cake

AGM with  Wine & N ibbles
7.45 fo r 8 pm  Fri 7th  Mar

* * * * * * *
Co ffee Mo rning

10 am  Wed 19th  Mar

Bo th  ev ents at th e Day Centre

Cake Stall ~ Windmill Goods
All Welcome ~ Entry £1.50

 incl tea/coffee & hot cross bun

UGLEY FARMERS'
MARKET

10.00 am - Noon Sat 15th Feb
Ugley Village Hall

Meat ~  Poultry ~ Eggs ~ Honey
Bread ~ Home Baking ~ Preserves
Fruit & Veg ~  Skincare ~ Crafts

Knitting ~ Cards ~ Kindling Wood

Forest Hall
School PTA

 Sunday 9th February
11 am - 2 pm (Sellers 10 am)

plus Hot Refreshments
£7 Cars, £12 Vans & Lorries

(pay on the day)
Tel Elaine on 07962 586825 or

Sam on 07711 443259

10 am Wed 5th Mar
7 pm Thu 6th & Fri 7th Mar

Tickets from school on 813384
Adults £5 Children £3

Forest Hall School

We Will Rock You
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Pilates
1:1 Studio Lessons
- latest equipment

Group Matwork Classes
- up to 10 per class

Mobile: 07964 325783
Studio: 01279 813254
Email: tonepilates@btinternet.com
Web:  www.tonepilates.co.uk

 Strength without bulk

 Longer, leaner muscles

 Improved posture & mobility

Tony Boardman
STOTT PILATES © Certified Instructor

 Coordination & balance

 Well-being & confidence

 Rehabilitation after injury

the osteopath

Why live with your
aches and pains?

Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
who specialises in both structural and cranial
osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.

She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.
Her aim  is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.

To claim your free assessment consultation* call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371

61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH

*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change

    Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
   who specialises in both structural and cranial
  osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Email: osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk
www.hazel-williams.co.uk

50% introductory class on Fridays only (subject to availability)

Back to Basics Pilates Class
with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

7-8 pm every Friday
9-10 am every Saturday
8-9 pm every Monday

At the Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted Mountfitchet.
To book one of the limited places available please call
Hazel on: 01279 813371 or 07973 409675 or to find
out more go to www.hazel-williams.co.uk
Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

Chiropractic & Physiotherapy Clinic

We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:
Back Pain, Neck Pain, Minor Sports Injuries, Migraine and other Joint and Muscle Problems

 We are offering an initial consultation with a Chiropractor or Physiotherapist which includes a
thorough physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £50) on production of this advert.

Guidelines published by the National Institute for Health and          Clinical Excellence (NICE) recommend the option of spinal
manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the management of certain       types of low back pain    www.nice.org.uk/cg88

20 Cambridge Road

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcel Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC.

And Associates
Registered Doctors of Chiropractic

01279 815336

*  MRI on referral *  Digital X-ray available on site *

BUPA and AXA/PPP
Members of the British
Chiropractic Association

Stansted Chiropractic & Back Pain Clinic

* Dexa Scanning for Osteoporosis available *

**Saturday morning appointments available** Immediate Access No GP Referral required

20 Cambridge Road, Stansted CM24 8BZ

How are YOU feeling today?
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STANSTED 10K FUN RUN
This year’s Fun Run will be on Sunday 13th July at 11.00am.
The organising committee has remained largely unchanged
since the Fun Run began in 1986.  We feel that it is time to
hand over the reins, and are delighted that the St Clare
Hospice fundraising team, led by Anna Baldwin, will now be
responsible for the organisation.  The event will be very sim-
ilar to previous years, but the money raised (usually in the
region of £5,000) will all be for St Clare Hospice, rather than
being split between several charities.  Many of you will
know what a wonderful service is provided by St Clare, and
we hope that those of you who have helped in the past will
be able to give your support to this very worthy cause.
Further details will be available in subsequent editions of
The Link and on the website www.stansted10k.org.uk.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

Everybody at St Clare Hospice is extremely excited about
being involved with the Stansted 10k Fun Run and we very
much thank Marion and her team for selecting us to pass
the event to.  The money raised from the fun run will sup-
port the local community, within the Stansted area and
beyond, by helping us provide our Day Therapy services and
our InPatient Unit.  We hope that you will be able to sup-
port St Clare Hospice on 13th July by taking part.  I look for-
ward to seeing you there!

Anna Baldwin
Tel: 01279 773750

Email: anna.baldwin@stclarehospice.org.uk

Many thanks to the Stansted Business Forum for the amaz-
ing sum of £300 from their Christmas Lunch raffle.   The
Forum’s support is gratefully appreciated. Thank you also to
the customers of The Dog and Duck and The Kings Arms
who often donate their quiz winnings to the Hospice.  We
do not take people’s generosity for granted.

Onesie Week 10th-16th February
We are once again inviting local schools and youth groups,
such as the Brownies and Scouts, to wear their onesies for
the day in exchange for a donation to St Clare’s.  If your
school or youth group would like to take part in Onesie
Week, call 773750 or email: fund@stclarehospice.org.uk.

St Clare Hospice Friends Quiz
Saturday 15th March 7.00pm for 7.30pm Forest Hall School.
Teams of eight or less.   Bring your own drinks and nibbles.
Tickets £10, including Ploughman’s from Sarah on 07528
520016 or email: sarah.calder@stclarehospice.org.uk.

Sarah Calder                   Caroline Bore
Community Fundraiser                  St Clare Friends

CHANGES AT THE LINK
At our AGM in November Derek Honour stepped down from
his role as Chairman, and Malcolm Lloyd was elected as the
new Chairman.  Derek was one of the founding members of
The Link back in 1979, serving as its Editor for many years as
well as Chairman.  Under his guidance the magazine has
grown from a few pages of mainly church news with a few
adverts and a fairly limited distribution, to the comprehen-
sive, award-winning 40-page magazine that it is today, deliv-
ered to every home and business in Stansted.

Production of The Link has always been very much a team
effort, but every team needs a leader and Derek has fulfilled
that role admirably with his unique combination of tact,
patience, good humour and common sense.  A presentation
was made to him at the AGM, and he was thanked for all his
hard work and dedication to our village magazine.  Enjoy
your well-earned retirement Derek!

Calling All Gardeners and Puzzlers!

We are still looking for someone (or more than one) to
share his/her/their gardening tips during the growing sea-
son.  Just one or two tips/hints per month is all that’s
needed.  Similarly we’d like to include a crossword/sudoku
or other puzzle on a more regular basis.  If you’re interested
in fulfilling either of these roles, please get in touch.

Yvonne Ayres
Editor

Tel: 814706
Email: editor@stanstedlink.org.uk

The Club is in the process of arranging winter nets; details
will be available shortly. Junior outdoor training begins in
early May. The Club is arranging a tour in Dorset 23rd-27th

June. Any former or retired players interested in joining the
tour as player, umpire or scorer would be most welcome.
Anyone interested in scoring next season on a regular basis
please contact me. Adults wishing to join the Club please
contact me; juniors should contact Keith Ayres on 814471.

David Hedge
Hon. Secretary

Tel: 812509

Stansted
Cricket

Club

Stansted
Cricket

Club
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If you have a PROBLEM
or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

HELPLINE
07704 553727

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Stansted’s voluntary community care service

Home Visiting Practice
Est. 1994

01279 873492
07916 075451

HPC Registered

 CHIROPODIST
Mrs Julie Golden

A professional service...
 ...at a competitive price

Your Independent Cambridge Consultant:

Are you worried about your weight?

 Karen Purton
 01279 813974 or 07565 930087

The Cambridge Weight Plan could
be the answer. Call today.

* £5 off first full week's supply
for new clients *

Naturalfamilyhealth.org.uk

Jan Rickwood

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy
Baby Massage

Tracey's Beauty, Skin Therapy & Holistic

Relocated to Foresthall Park

London Trained with over 30 years experience

Tel: 01279 819008   Mob: 07747 667319
Email: traceydward@yahoo.co.uk

www.traceysbeauty.com

• Easy parking      • Vouchers     • Late night

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

on 2nd Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

Registered Charity No. 246329

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesfordcarers@btconnect.com

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, Ugley Village Hall on the B1383

(Cambridge Road), is available for hire throughout the
year for children’s parties, adult parties (over 25s),

functions, clubs, classes and social meetings.

For bookings or further information please contact Susan Bone
Tel: 01279 814052/Email: ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com

MONIQUE'S CHILDMINDING
 Very good Ofsted Report
 CRB checked, Paediatric First Aid trained
 Food Hygiene trained
 Complete childcare service for children 0 - 16 years
 Provide a Fun, Safe, Warm and Loving Home
Please visit my website for more information

www.moniqueschildminding.co.uk
or call 01279 813534 or 0788 3088 555

Dylan’s Dog Walks

Rob Fuller
2 Miller Close
Foresthall Park
Stansted Mountfitchet
Essex CM24 8FJ

0772 9246482

info@dylansdogwalks.com
www.dylansdogwalks.com

Dylan’s Dog Walks

All ages & abilities welcome  ABRSM Exams
Tuition outside school hours so no vital core

curriculum school lessons missed
JAMES PRIEST BMus, MMus in Performance TCML

Singing Coach to Saffron Walden Choral Society
To discuss individual requirements tel 01279 647050

VIOLIN, PIANO (Classical
& Jazz) and SINGING

LESSONS

Forest Hall School
Forest Hall Road,  Stansted Mountfitchet

Essex  CM24 8TZ
Tel : 01279 813384

Email:  reception@fhs.essex.sch.uk
Website:  www.fhs.essex.sch.uk

Your local secondary school providing quality education
that enables all students to achieve their full potential

Co-education for ages 11-16
Ofsted 2013 “This is a Good School”
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STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET U3A
www.stanstedu3a.org

The next meeting is on Thursday 20th February at St John’s
Church Hall, doors open at 1.30pm.  The speaker is Nick
Wickenden, Chelmsford Museum’s Manager who will be
telling us about The Hylands House Project, to restore this
beautiful 18th Century house and estate.  If you have any
unwanted goodies, which can be used as raffle prizes, dona-
tions would be most gratefully received.  Thank you to those
who have already donated.  Thank you, also, to Stansted
Co-Op, Intercounty, Lino Thomas and Linden House for their
support of the Christmas raffle and for donating prizes.
Accounts
As a registered charity, we need to have our annual
accounts examined by a suitably experienced person.
Unfortunately, the person who has done this for us previ-
ously is no longer able to do so and we are therefore
urgently looking for a volunteer to help us out.  This would
only take up a couple of hours of time once a year.  This per-
son is not allowed to be a member of our U3A.  You do not
need to be a qualified accountant, but you would need to
have some experience with book-keeping or reviewing
accounts, either from your work or from a voluntary activity.
If you can help with this, please contact Sally on 647263.
Trips and Outings
An Evening with Pam Ayres has been arranged for May and
four places still remain.  Please contact Cherry on 817140 if
you would like to go.  Cherry is also putting a programme
together for the Art/Theatre group so if you have any trip
ideas please let her know.   The Stansted U3A Singers were
in action in December entertaining residents at both
Premier Court in Thorley and the Stanley Wilson Lodge in
Saffron Walden.  They also provided the entertainment at
the Much Hadham Golf Club’s Christmas lunch, the fourth
year in a row that they have been asked to perform there,
and were delighted with the standing ovation.
Groups
Interested in losing weight and toning up your upper body
whilst enjoying the great outdoors?  A new group is under
way to learn the techniques for Nordic Walking.  The first
hour of a four hour course was attended by three U3A mem-
bers in January who met on Bentfield Green.  The special
poles are available for use from Rob, the trainer.  If you are
interested in doing the four-hour course please let me know
so I can arrange other training sessions.  Visit our website
for full details.
Seminars
We are very pleased to launch a series of Saturday Morning
Seminars which will be open to the public as well as U3A
members. Our venue will be the Free Church Hall and our
aim is to provide about four seminars a year which will be
fun, interactive and informative. As far as possible we will
use excellent communicators who have a passion for and
expertise in their subjects. Who knows? You might be
inspired to take up a completely new interest!  We kick off
on 22nd March so put that in your diary now.
For further information about Stansted U3A please contact
Chris (Chair) 817587 or Sandra (Secretary) 814304.

Caroline Bore
Tel: 813938

A lively group aimed at 7-10 year olds (but with some flexi-
bility for younger school-age children) who enjoy exploring
subjects and activities in a fun and interactive way.  This
term will include some stomp-style drumming activities,
adding more pictures to our giant timeline and a mix of new
games and familiar favourites, craft activities, stories etc.
Last term we explored themes relating to Thankfulness and
Remembrance through biscuit-making, drama, Bible stories,
games and discussions, and made cards for people who
often help us, but rarely get a special “thank you”.

Many of the children took part in a live comedy-drama at
TasteChristmas in December, complete with costumes and
even a few puppets. There were lots of giggles over using
microphones for the first time!  We meet Fridays 6.15pm-
7.45pm at the Free Church Hall and there are some spaces
available this term (no charge).  Please contact me.

Ros Page
Tel: 810813

Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com

WANTED: PHOTOS
FOR FRONT COVER
Our stock of photos is dwindling fast now that we change
the front cover each month.  We’re always looking out for
different ideas/subjects for our covers.  Have you been
involved in a local event, and taken a good photo that cap-
tures the moment?  Have you taken some fantastic scenic
shots whilst walking around Stansted with that new camera
you got for Christmas?

If you have any interesting photos you think will be suitable,
please email them to us (jpeg format) at
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk or give me a ring on 814706 if
you’re unable to send them electronically.  Ideally photos
should be of portrait orientation with the main subject
towards the left and below centre, to allow for the heading
and logos to be inserted without covering up the best bits of
the picture.  We like the pictures to be topical/seasonal and
Stansted related and we do need them well in advance, ie
by the first of the preceding month at the latest.  I look for-
ward to receiving your contributions!

Yvonne Ayres
Editor

STOP PRESS

If anyone has a suitable photo taken at a
local Pancake Day event and can get it

to me by 1st February for the March cover
please get in touch as soon as possible!

                                                             Editor
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Stansted
Psychotherapy

sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

Freedom from emotional pain

Overcome life’s barriers

Feel better about yourself

Referrals welcome from health
professionals and private individuals

Tel:  01279 817976

Professional Coaching,
Counselling & Psychotherapy

Principal: Sian Lloyd
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist

Qualified Clinical Supervisor

and Bishop’s Stortford

 Orthotics
 Diabetic Foot Care
 Evening & Saturday Clinics
 Routine Treatment

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 652249     info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

Friendly, family run, boutique
beauty salon on the outskirts of

Bishop’s Stortford that offers
traditional beauty treatments by

professional, experienced
therapists.

Dermalogica facials - Hot Stone Massage -
Swedish Massage - Jessica Nails - Jessica

GELeration nails - Calgel nails - Waxing

01279 651613
www.beauty-barn.com

Wickham Hall, Hadham Rd, CM23 1JG

FREE PARKING NEXT TO THE SALON

 Hypnotherapy
 Pure Hypnoanalysis

 Consultant
(transforming your
thinking & so, your life)

 Become a
 in one session.

 Help with: feelings of
depression, anxiety,
phobias, stress and
weight loss

 Children/young people
treated from age 5+

 initial consultation

07950 974928
01279 799724
hjbartram@yahoo.co.uk
www.stortfordhypnosis.co.uk

One session help with
smoking therapy

(plus support)
Weight ~ Gastric Band

Confidence ~ Exams
Phobias  ~ Anxiety

OCDs ~ School
Hypnobirthing

Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Past Lives

and much more

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.com

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,

Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

Hair & Beauty
32A Lower Street,

 Stansted

ARNET AYRE

ANITY AYRE

Please telephone:

Hair  01279 813087
Beauty 01279 813180

Your friendly
Local Salon

Est 20 years!

Mobile beauty therapy by Gemma Wright

All your beauty needs in the
comfort of your own home:

 Waxing
 Tinting
 Manicures and Pedicures
 GelColor by O.P.I.
 Massage
 Facials
 St Tropez Spray Tans

Fully Qualified & Insured
Gift Vouchers Available
For appointment please call

07921 522380
gemma@essentialgem.co.uk
www.essentialgem.co.uk

Smile with confidence

Leading Dentists in
Stansted & Bishop's Stortford

0% FINANCE AVAILABLE

Call 01279 815041
Email: info@simply-teeth.co.uk
www.simply-teeth.co.uk

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Implants • Tooth Whitening •
• Invisible Braces • Anti-Wrinkle Treatments •

Accepting New Patients
Open Saturdays and Evenings
Member of British Association of Cosmetic Dentists

Want to improve your smile? We provide all treatments and
have a wealth of experience in all aspects of dentistry.
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SKYWATCH
A monthly look at an aspect
of the night sky

You may have heard, a few days before Christmas that
something spectacular might, just might, be happening in
the sky around Christmas. A large lump of rock, which may
have been wandering through the Solar System (or even
from another system) for billions of years, had found its way
towards the Sun. The trajectory of this lump was very close
to the Sun: so close that we could only wait and see
whether it would swing round the Sun or fall in to it. Unfor-
tunately it was the latter. Had the lump been able to swing a
wider course round the Sun and gone back to the black, cold
depths of the solar system it would have been called a
comet. As it got closer to the Sun the comet would begin to
sport a tail as it swung round. But the tail is driven by the
radiation of the Sun as it blows its tight curve which means
that our lump of rock would be invisible as the Sun itself
blows the boiling detritus of the lump in to the universe. It’s
best to stay on Earth with a telescope with these things.
There are quite a few regular comets that come round the
Sun, though they get smaller every orbit. The most famous
comet is Halley’s. He was the first to track a comet and pre-
dicted when it would return. He also realised that he would
never see it again in his lifetime because his comet toddles
round every 72 years. I saw Halley’s Comet around 27 years
ago so I doubt that I will see it again either. Finally, you
should know that comets have been thought as harbingers
of doom for they can turn up at any time, so keep your fin-
gers crossed and if I’m not here next month you know
what’s happened!

Martin West
Mooncraft Productions

THE CAB DISABILITY BENEFITS
HOME VISIT TEAM
www.uttlesfordcab.org.uk

“I felt extremely intimidated by the DLA form. By having my
advisor to fill out the form, it allowed me to answer the very
challenging questions honestly and with less distress.” Client

For the last 13 years Uttlesford CAB has been running a spe-
cialised service for people living with disabilities who need
advice or help managing their finances. Access to advice can
be very difficult, and there are many people who do not
claim the benefits to which they may be entitled, such as
Attendance Allowance, Disability Living Allowance (DLA) and
the new Personal Independent Payment (PIP).  A one-to-one
home visit from an experienced and understanding adviser
can provide help with filling in complex forms and purchas-
ing aids and appliances, getting a blue badge, or lowering
fuel bills. The implementation of PIP  is taking longer than
expected and there is a backlog of medical assessments, but
we can help and provide reassurance. The team often works
with clients who have been referred by health professionals
or the social services, but if you, or someone you know,
might benefit from this service please call 01799 618840.
Our general team can cover questions on benefit-related
issues but will pass you onto the Home Visit team if their
help is needed. For more information please contact me.

Kate Robson
Tel:  01799 526557

A great time was had by all at our Christmas Party.  The chil-
dren enjoyed a visit from Father Christmas, who gave every-
one a present.

The adults enjoyed making decorations, which were then
displayed in the church over Christmas.

Plus there were games for everyone – with prizes!

The Place is open from 9.30am-12.30pm on Wednesdays
and Fridays, so why not come along to the foyer of the Free
Church?  No need to bring your purse, everything is free of
charge.  We look forward to seeing you.

Marion and Mike Dyer
Tel: 814059
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Computer Repairs for homes
and businesses

Repairs - Upgrades - Virus removal
NO CALL OUT FEE

OnSite - £30 1st hr, £20 per hr thereafter
NO FIX NO FEE

Fixed price on collection & return repairs
For a friendly and reliable service call
Mark on 01279 647196 / 07815011925

ECATERINA LTD
Domestic Cleaning Services
 Competitive rates
 Excellent References
 7 Years Experience

Tel: 01279 899668 Mob: 07789 732009
Email: lia2006london@yahoo.com

www.ecaterinalimited.com

Domestic Oven Cleaning

Using non-caustic, non-toxic products
in your home

FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED

01279 432444
www.ovenbright.co.uk

*Ovens*Ranges*Agas*Hobs
*Extractors* and much more

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS

OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: deltaylor61@btinternet.com

Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &

Protection, New PC Setup & Training

The difference is clear

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
Professional Cleaning

Freshen up your home using a local competitive company
Everyday dirt and grime reduces your

Carpet and Upholstery life and it simply
LOOKS and feels FRESHER

Call Nick: 01279 276 018
For your FREE Quotation

I have many years of experience,
teaching throughout the primary
age range (4-11 years) and as a
school SENCO. Give me a call to
discuss your child’s needs.

Katy Dockerill
01279 812997

BED & BREAKFASt

All rooms have blackout blinds,
beverage trays, toiletries,

LCD Freeview TV/DVD &
thermostatically controlled radiators

Tel: 01279 815012
Mob: 07714 819040

www.harrisons33bb.plus.com
Email:

annieadams@harrisons33bb.plus.com

Comfortable family house in Birchanger

Domestic ~ Commercial
Office ~ Schools
01279 812524
07828 425944

j.freeman195@yahoo.com

GO-JO Quality Cleaning
Scrub, Polish & Buffing Services

Fixed fee will writing service

Single will £70
Couples £120

Home visit at a time to suit you
Tel 01279 505234

www.hertsandessexwills.co.uk
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www.eastonlodge.co.uk

The Trustees and volunteers are looking forward to welcom-
ing visitors back to the gardens this year and they will notice
some changes that have taken place over the winter.  Most
noticeable is the opening up of the walkway between the
Italian Garden and the Lime Wood where we have uncov-
ered the site of the original stone seating areas.  This area
will be developed over the coming year with the planting of
new hedging and yew trees.  We have also improved and
extended our toilet facilities and now have electricity in
both the Tea Pavilion and the Archive Building.
Our first two open days will be for snowdrops on 23rd

February and 2nd March.  We will be selling snowdrops in
the green and the details and order form for these will be
on our website from 1st February for those who would like
to pre-order.  Delicious and warming homemade soup will
be on sale at lunch time along with bacon rolls and burgers;
hot drinks and homemade cakes will be available all day.
There will be some children’s activities available and there
will be one of our very popular complimentary guided tours
at 1.00pm. As an added bonus, the Essex Austin 7 Club will
be joining us on 23rd February for Snowdrop Sunday and vis-
itors will be able to look at these lovely cars while they are
with us. We have new opening hours for 2014 with entrance
now from 11.30am.  The gardens will close at 4.00pm for
snowdrops with last entry at 3.00pm, and in the main sea-
son the last entry will be at 4.00pm with the gardens closing
at 5.00pm. We have lots planned for the coming year includ-
ing band concerts, World War II Day, craft fair and much
more so keep an eye out for our news over the coming
months or check the website. We are always on the lookout
for new volunteers so if your New Year’s resolution was to
get out in the fresh air more or give something back to the
community why not get in touch on 01371 876979 or email
and we will help you achieve your goal.

Helen Carter
Trust Administrator

Tel: 07899 974107

FROM LITTLE ACORNS …
I took this photo of a baby
oak tree on a recent visit to
some ex-residents of
Stansted, Phil and Mai Hosey
who now live in Wimborne.
The tree has been grown
from an acorn (from around
the Forest Hall Road area)
that was planted in 2000 for
the Millennium, and as a
memento of Stansted.

As you can see it’s flourishing
in its new home, proving that
‘from little acorns great oak
trees really do grow’!!

Sue Hitchmough

              STANSTED SURGERY UPDATE
                www.thestanstedsurgery.nhs.uk

Staff Changes
Dr Sharif unfortunately left at the end January; she will be
missed by all at the practice. We are currently in the stages
of recruiting a salaried doctor and hope to have more infor-
mation in the next issue. Anabel left at the end of December
after 10 years in the post as Practice Manager. We thank
Anabel for her hard work and wish her all the best for the
future. We are pleased to appoint an Interim Practice Man-
ager, Trina Draper, to fill in the post until a permanent Prac-
tice Manager is appointed. Nick joined the surgery in
December as Assistant Practice Manager supporting the
Partners and Practice Manager with the smooth running of
the surgery. Nick is our IT Lead, Line Manager to the Recep-
tion and Administration teams and deals with complaints.
Angie has joined our Reception team.
New Build
As many of you are aware, the surgery is planning to move
to new premises bringing more modern services to the prac-
tice with a new look. We are now in the final planning
stages and hope to have more information in the next issue.
Annual Reviews
We try our best to remind patients about their Diabetic,
Asthma, COPD and Epilepsy annual reviews but we have
found a number of patients failing to attend appointments
or not replying to their review invitations. Please contact
reception if you cannot attend your appointment and we
will rebook you. If you do not want a review this year,
please contact reception and we will update your records.
Reviews are very important to your health so please attend
them!
Online Appointment and Repeat Prescriptions:
We are now pleased to offer patients online access to our
appointment book to book routine appointments and place
their repeat prescription order with just a click of a button.
Please contact the surgery to register for this service if you
have not already done so. You can use the service 24/7 on
your computer, iPhone, iPad or Android devices.

Nick Prentice
Assistant Practice Manager

Tel: 813200

LAST MONTH IN THE NEWS
We read that during Christmas 11 families fell victim
to ‘heartless’ burglars when their homes in Stansted
and Clavering were broken into. Essex Police have
increased patrols, but want residents to be their
‘eyes and ears’ and report anything suspicious to
101 or Crimestoppers (0800 555111).  The Arch-
deacon of Stansted, the Venerable Robin King, gave
the sermon at St John’s Church during his first visit
to the parish in December.  Finally, plans for the
Three Colts public house may allow the 300-year old
hostelry to be turned into a residential develop-
ment. Closed since 2006, its deteriorating condition
has long been a cause of concern for local residents.

Source: Herts and Essex Observer
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THE CRAFTON ROOM
www.stansteddaycentre.org.uk

Since I last wrote we have sampled a taste of France with a
Bistro evening; enjoyed a lovely trip to a Christmas variety
show in Loughton starring our very own cook, Jo and her
daughter; hosted a wonderful Christmas lunch with musical
accompaniment from the very talented Ros Page; and saw
the completion of the third and final stage of our garden,
which now boasts a pond and wildlife habitat; thank you to
David and Sandra Rowe for their vision and hard work in
making this possible.

January has seen us happily welcoming back our customers
following a two week break. So here we are in February,
Christmas a faint memory and Easter still a couple of
months away, so what do we do to cheer ourselves up on
these cold dark days?  Why not come and join us to find
out? Good company, special events and excellent, reason-
ably priced, home cooked food. Here at The Crafton Room
we offer all these things, you don’t have to sign up or com-
mit to anything, just come and enjoy, and if transport is a
problem just give us a call and one of our volunteer drivers
will come and collect you from your home and drop you
back after lunch. Menus change weekly and we can cater for
all special dietary needs. We are open for hot drinks, cakes,
scones and lunch every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
10.00am -2.00pm (lunch served at 12.30pm). Pop in and see
us or give us a ring; Julie, Jo and a team of fantastic, friendly
volunteers are here to welcome you. Don’t forget that 28th

February is the next Fish and Chip lunch - just call to book
your place. We look forward to welcoming you very soon. If
you have a couple of hours to spare every now and again
and would like to support us we always need volunteers to
help with the driving. Please call for details.

Julie Beck
Centre Manager

Tel: 815091

A convivial evening with excellent food took place at the
Crafton Room on 23rd November in aid of funds.  The French
menu with three choices of each of three courses made for
much planning and hard work.  Congratulations to Julie, Jo
and helpers.  Look out for other events there; this is a facil-
ity we would not want to lose.

Peggy Honour

ROTARY CLUB OF
STANSTED STORT VALLEY

December was almost exclusively given over to taking Santa
on his sleigh round the streets and to the supermarkets.  We
thank everyone who greeted us with their excited children
and so generously contributed to the collection for good
causes.  We would love to take Santa to more locations but
sadly time and numbers of volunteers are very limiting; we
do receive fantastic help from Explorer Scouts but we could

still improve with more volunteers. Our
indulgence during December was our
Christmas Party at Bishop’s Stortford Golf
Club.  Singing a few carols is a long-
standing tradition at the event;  this year
led by Norma Symonds and Joan George.

We are now half way through our Rotary year and President
Colin George in his review referred to our newest and most
exciting project.  We have three bookings with local primary
schools for the Life Education Project and more schools
waiting until the second fully equipped caravan is made
ready later in the year.  Independent Life Education Trusts
throughout Great Britain and Ireland work under the Coram
umbrella to provide a series of courses for children to
increase their knowledge, skills and confidence to make
informed choices concerning their health and wellbeing.
This is achieved by specially designed and equipped mobile
classrooms, carefully scripted series of courses and staffed
with trained educators visiting primary schools and working
with groups from pre-school year to year 12.  Children are
invited to consider the likely effect of making bad or good
choices in their everyday lives and encouraged to draw their
own conclusions.  We have invited Hertfordshire University
to devise a long term study to measure the impact of Life
Education.

The Rotary Club of Stort Valley meets on Tuesdays, 7.00pm
for 7.30pm at the Lemon Tree Restaurant, Water Lane,
Bishop’s Stortford CM23 2JZ.  Rotary provides the oppor-
tunity to enjoy convivial activity whilst learning more about
our community and of our world.  We support a range of
good causes and anyone wishing to be involved please con-
tact me or visit our website www.stortvalleyrotary.com.

Peter Latham
Tel: 507294

Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

For an appointment please tel: 07976 6489300
or email: charmaineframpton91@gmail.com

CLF
Fitness

Charmaine Frampton
Personal Trainer
REPS Registered

Pre & Post Natal Qualified • Level 3 Qualified
* Share the cost and train with a friend *
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A Happy New Year to you all from the Windmill Committee.
Last year was quite a good year for the Windmill as Spring
and Summer openings were slightly up on the previous year.

Our November coffee morning was
well supported. Then came the
Christmas Fayre where we met a
number of people who didn’t know
about our Windmill. After a short
chat they left with our leaflets and
promised to come and visit us. The
Christmas trees and angels at St
Mary’s Church were all very impres-
sive and our Windmill tree was no
exception, thanks to the artistic

work by Shelia Clark our Secretary, who is a great asset to
the Windmill.

We now have two dates for your diaries: the first is our
AGM 7.45pm for 8.00pm on Friday 7th March, and the sec-
ond is our Coffee Morning 10.00am-noon on Wednesday
19th March. Both events are in the Day Centre at Crafton
Green. More information next month.

Molly Clark
Co-Trustee

Tel: 816768

STANSTED EVENING
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
We had a busy time like other organisations during the run
up to Christmas, having a Stall at the Stansted Christmas
Fayre and putting a WI Angel into St Mary’s Church for their
celebration of Angels and Christmas trees. We really
enjoyed being part of both those occasions and meeting up

with everyone - what a great start to
the Christmas Season. At our
December meeting Anita Sacket told
us of the places in which she had cele-
brated Christmas, beginning with
Malta where she lived as a child. With
her husband she spent Christmases in
New Zealand, Jamaica, Portugal and
Maryland, all of which have varied cus-
toms and food traditions. Everywhere
she goes she brings back a souvenir of
a Christmas tree decoration and all

these she brought along for us to admire. I happened to win
our Christmas tree decoration competition with my
Australian Father Christmas on a kangaroo – my souvenir of
four Christmases in Sydney!

In November we had a fascinating talk by Graham Williams
about his 19 years as a magistrate in Waltham Forest.  I was
surprised to hear that no training was given when he first
joined all those years ago; you just went to other courts to
observe. He said that becoming a magistrate was a bit of an
eye-opener with regard to the language that one learns!
Lots of cases are very routine: traffic offences, non-payment
of tax and minor assault cases, and magistrates have very
limited powers. Apparently we have the highest figure of

people in prison in Europe, which includes 6500 women!
Now many Magistrate Courts are closing and being central-
ised and morale is quite low. He did lighten his talk with
some amusing jokes and gave us a lot to think about.
We are interested in taking part to create a quilt/mural to
mark the 800th Anniversary of Magna Carta in 2015. That
year we also celebrate the 100th anniversary of the WI and
will be planning events to mark the occasion. Our speaker
on 13th February 7.45pm at the Day Centre is Fiona Rose:
'An Overview of the Life and Work of William Morris'. All
welcome.

Judy Colliver
President

Tel: 812470

CELEBRATION OF ANGELS AND
CHRISTMAS TREES

The gentle aroma of spices and warm wine that met us
when we entered St Mary’s Church on Saturday 14th

December was most welcoming.  What a superb afternoon.

Beautiful decorations on every window sill and fabulous
trees and angels all around the church displayed great
expertise and imagination from the various local groups
involved.  Keith Turner, wearing his Christmas bow tie,
organised the singing, which was as splendid as ever.  Lovely
readings came from Yvonne Ayres, Judy Colliver, Derek
Francis and Richard Shervington.  St John’s junior choir and
the orchestra trained by Anne Brooks were perfect.

Photos by Tony Graver
I returned on Sunday with camera to take a picture or two
when there weren’t so many visitors milling around.  The
two portaloos were still standing to attention at the back
gate, and the church still looked fantastic.  Thank you to
everyone involved, for making the whole weekend such a
wonderful event.

Bridget Gott

     STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
     WINDMILL

     STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
     WINDMILL



www.highhousenursery.co.uk

Tel: 01279 870898

High House Nursery
 Children from 3 months to 5 years
 Highly qualified experienced teachers
 Emphasis on creativity and cognitive

development
 Established since 1985
 Family run nursery
 Beautiful surroundings, set in 2 acres
 Outstanding Ofsted report

Walking distance to Stansted Airport
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Outstanding tuition for children in BALLET (RAD)

and MODERN DANCE on Mondays after school
at the QUAKER HALL, STANSTED

plus MELODY BEAR classes for pre-school children
to introduce children to dance & movement in

Stansted, Felsted & Bishop’s Stortford

Classes at our OWN STUDIOS in Bishop’s Stortford
including Tap, Street Dance, Jazz, Drama and

Musical Theatre + Adult Ballet and Adult Tap
For further details and a Free Prospectus:

Telephone: 01279 654423
Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

Mitchell School of Dance

Ballet (adults & children) Modern & Tap

Mrs Mitchell LISTD Dip   AISTD  AES Dip
Fully qualified and registered teacher

Dancing Displays   Examinations
Choreography    National Competitions

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
Birchanger Church Hall

Tel: 01992 812781

Email: wmitchelldance@gmail.com

Forest Hall School
Forest Hall Road

Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex CM24 8TZ
Tel: 01279 813384

Website: www.fhs.essex.sch.uk

Facilities for Hire
Halls•Classrooms•Meeting Rooms

Dance/Drama Studio•Playing Fields
available for events, functions, clubs and classes
For further information or bookings please contact
Business Manager Gareth David on 01279 813384

Email: g.david@fhs.essex.sch.uk
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OUR ROAD

The cul-de-sac once formed the gardens of Spencer House,
including the tennis courts.  Older residents remember
attending enjoyable fêtes there. Spencer Close has 28 three
and four bedroom terraced, semi-detached, and detached
houses.  It has a mixture of long-standing and relatively new
residents; some with children attending local schools,
others  retired. There are some well-known residents such
as Tom and Marion Johnson, founders of the Huw Johnson
Club; Howard and Ros Page who established Stansted
Family Café; and Fran Richards and myself who are Parish
Councillors. What do residents like about living in The
Close?  Mainly its convenient location, situated between the
Quaker Meeting House and the Fire Station, with the shops
on Cambridge Road,  a bus stop round the corner and the
station a few minutes’ walk away. Some properties have
fantastic views over the Recreation Ground and Forest Hall
Park.  The Recreation Ground can be accessed via an alley-
way from the Close, and is an important amenity for resi-
dents, as their children and grandchildren can use the play
equipment.

Spencer Close was built in the mid 1970s by Boyd Gibbons
Ltd. The firm built a large part of Bishop’s Stortford after the
Second World War.  Polo was a hobby of Alfred Boyd
Gibbons and he founded a team which included Jimmy
Edwards, the well-known comedian. When built, the pro-
perties cost £12,000 and £16,000 – prices which seem
extremely modest now.  One resident told me that on his
original deeds, his house, sold by Boyd Gibbons in May
1976, was described as on Chapel Hill Estate. The Close’s
central location can on occasion be a problem.  Some read-
ers will remember that the Central Hall on Chapel Hill,
which is now flats, once housed Roxy’s Nightclub.  Whilst
customers were able to dance the night away it was some-
thing of a ‘nightmare’ for the Close’s residents, which led to
the management of Roxy’s installing a barrier across the
Close on club nights.  Like many other areas of Stansted we
have had our share of Airport related parking and com-
muter parking. Ownership of property in the Close does not
just consist of the house but also includes collective respon-
sibility for the area of land known as The Copse.  This is
adjacent to the Fire Station and contains a number of large
trees with tree protection orders.  Residents get the benefit
of wildlife who make their homes there but also have to
deal with resulting leaf fall.

Geoffrey Sell

We finished 2013 with a carol concert at St John’s Church.
Thanks to everyone who came along - the church was nearly
full. We are also very grateful to all the Stansted businesses
who contributed a prize to the raffle. In the weeks before
Christmas, the Bishop’s Stortford’s Knit and Craft Club visi-
ted us to help us make some fabulous tree decorations,
which was a lot of fun. The Stortford Woodwind Band also
came along to play some Christmas songs and carols on our
final evening of the year. We are in the middle of our winter
break at the moment, but by the time you read this we will
have been to see the Robin Hood pantomime at Cambridge
Arts Theatre, which we’re all looking forward to. We restart
Club on Thursday 6th March with a birthday party for Joanne
and Andrew, but before then we have our New Year dinner
at the Chequers Pub in Ugley in February.

After nearly 40 years, our founders, Tom and Marion
Johnson, have decided to retire from the Club. Whilst we
hope that they will continue to come along to the occasional
evening, they have stepped down from the Committee and
have officially handed over the day-to-day running to some
of us. Marion and Tom have done a truly amazing, and inspi-
rational, job of running the Club, set up in memory of their
son Huw, supporting children and adults with learning dis-
abilities, for over four decades. It is very difficult to express
just how much they have given to our members, and hel-
pers, over the years, but we look forward to continuing the
good work they started.  If you would like to learn more
about Club, please contact either Sandra on 812627 or
myself.

Katharine Collis
Tel: 461270

CHILDREN’S RECIPE
Vegetable Spring Rolls
50g coarsely grated carrot
50g rinsed tinned beans (cannellini)
50g fresh bean shoots
1 Spring onion
¼ red pepper
1 tbsp Dipping Sauce (plus some to serve)
Vegetable Oil
8 Sheets of Filo Pastry

Method
Pre-heat oven to 200°C/Gas 7.
Put grated carrot and beans into a bowl and mix together.
Chop the bean shoots and spring onion and add to bowl.
Add red pepper and chilli sauce.
Put some baking paper on a tray and brush with oil ready
for the finished rolls.
Take a sheet of filo pastry, lay it on a clean surface and
brush with oil. Lay another sheet on top and brush with oil.
Spoon on the vegetable mixture.
Fold in the corners, tuck them under the filling, then roll like
a sausage.
Place on tray. Bake for 15-20 minutes until crisp and golden.

Simone Teese
Stansted Kiddy Cook

Tel: 07837 008715

HuwJohnson
Club

HuwJohnson
Club
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Serving the local community for over 100 years

Here for you,
whenever you need us.
24 hours a day

We have branches
throughout Hertfordshire
and Essex, for details of
your nearest call

01279 813219

www.dcpoulton.co.uk
R e s p o n s i v e  |  R e s p e c t f u l  |  T r u s t w o r t h y  |  A c c e s s i b l e  |  P r o g r e s s i v e

HEARING HELP
UTTLES FORD

For more information ring
01799 599790
 (9 am - 5 pm)

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids

 at
Stansted Day Centre

 2 - 4 pm
on the last Tuesday

of every month

Registered Charity No. 289280

A firm of Christian lawyers
providing legal services in a
professional, ethical, personal,
caring & sensitive manner.

 Property
 Wills
 Probate
 Trusts
 Tax Services
 Notarial Services

25b White Horse Court,
North Street, Bishop’s Stortford

Herts CM23 2LD
(behind Pizza Express;

parking available)
Tel: 01279 758 760

Email: alever@leverandco.com
www.leverandco.com

Principal, Angela Lever, has been in
local practice for over 15 years

DANIEL ROBINSON
& SONS

Independent Family Funeral Directors
& Monumental Masons

 24 hour careline manned by local qualified
managers offering free advice & support

 Lady & gentleman funeral directors
 Competitive pricing policy

National award winning & IiP Gold standard
company

79/81 South Street
BISHOP’S STORTFORD

(01279) 655477
please visit our website www.drobinson.co.uk

Greenways Financial Planning

Professional friendly advice
on

Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgages
 Life Assurance ~ Critical Illness
 Income Protection ~ Annuities

Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622

e-mail dturner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

Tees Financial is well placed to provide unbiased,
comprehensive and professional advice on all
personal financial planning matters, specialising in
retirement planning, investments, trust and portfolio
management, care fees and equity release.

Tees Financial is the trading name of Tee Financial plc, which
is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Planning for
Tomorrow Today

For an initial no-obligation meeting, please contact
Kersi Deboo on 01279 713390 or

kersid@teesfinancial.com

6 High Street, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 2LU
         Tel: 01279 658304  Fax: 01279 757672

www.teesfinancial.com

Experienced Friendly Staff

Adult Community Learning Centre
St John’s Road

Stansted CM24 8JP
www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk

Welcome Children
Aged 2½ to rising 5’s

'Children are eager to attend and
clearly demonstrate that they are
successfully developing the skillsthat
will help them in the future' (OFSTED)

For further information
please call 01279 814242
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GOOD NEWS
Good news to start the New Year.   The planning ap-
peal for Taylor Wimpey’s proposed development of
140 houses Bentfield Green has been dismissed by the
Planning Inspectorate. We would like to thank all who
gave their support and acknowledge the hard work of
Save Stansted Village.  The Parish Council was fortu-
nate to work alongside such a determined group of
residents.  Alan Storah, the planning consultant who
represented us at the Inquiry also deserves our
thanks.  His efforts and advice went far beyond the
call of duty; a victory for localism. The decision was
hailed by the Parish Council Chairman as “A fantastic
victory for the people of Stansted and for common
sense.  This decision is a magnificent vindication of
the huge amount of time devoted by the Parish Coun-
cil and Save Stansted Village to stopping Taylor Wim-
pey at Bentfield Green.” The following extract from
the Inspector’s report demonstrates that he under-
stood our objections:

Understandably described by some residents as ‘the
jewel in Stansted’s crown’ Bentfield Green also seems
to me to enjoy the tranquil character and atmosphere
of a historic village location set on the edge of quiet
countryside, connected to but also set apart from the
rest of modern Stansted and generally blessed with
very little visiting or through traffic.

If you would like to read the decision in full, we can
send it by email or you can view it on our website
www.stansted.net/uploads/BentfieldRefused.pdf

WELCOME TO TREVOR LLOYD

We are delighted to welcome our new member of
staff-Trevor Lloyd. Trevor’s role is Assistant to the
Clerk and he is already making inroads to the heavy
workload in the office. Whilst our community has
grown by almost 30% in about ten years, our staffing
has remained the same for decades! We look forward
to a long and happy working relationship.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Stansted hosted its second Christmas Market on the
weekend of 7th-8th December. Over 40 local small busi-
nesses set up stalls in the marquee in the Lower Street
Car Park offering a wide range of seasonal goods.
There were also fairground attractions and the impres-

sive steam engine and fairground organ supplied by
Honour Landscapes, all of which contributed to the
festive atmosphere. The old Stansted Parish Council
fire engine was on display (courtesy of Toby Lyons).
The market was well supported by villagers who were
entertained whilst they did their Christmas shopping.
There was a varied cast of artists taking the stage in
the performance area including local opera singers
Emily Yarrow and Flora Birkbeck, the Forest Hall School
Choir and the Newport School Band, as well as a
number of local bands.

The traditional German gluhwein was appreciated by
many people and it even got the thumbs up from
some German visitors.  Stall holders were pleased with
the footfall in the marquee and the level of sales they
achieved.  The organisers were particularly pleased
with the ‘villagey’ atmosphere and sense of commu-
nity around the event. There was a general feeling that
it was a very worthwhile event that should become a
fixture in the village calendar. If you have any ideas on
how to make next year’s Fayre even better please let
us know.

SHOW COMMON SENSE OVER “A” BOARDS

Following a heavy handed letter from the enforcement
team at Uttlesford District Council requiring businesses
to remove any ‘A’ Boards on footpaths and
threatening fines of up to £2,500, the Parish Council
raised the issue with UDC. It now appears that there is
neither a legal requirement to ban ‘A’ Boards nor is
there a need for planning permission. Provided the
boards do not obstruct the footpath and present a
hazard to wheelchairs, double buggies and people with
little or no sight, then such advertising should be
permitted. In this village the footpaths on Lower Street
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A public exhibition was held at the Free Church in
November, and following an analysis of the comments
received, it is expected that Linden Homes will submit
a planning application in January, at which point the
Parish Council will consider its position. If you have any
comments/views you which you would like the parish
council to take into account, please email them to
parishcouncil@stansted.net or speak to any
Councillor.

DEVELOPMENT PRESSURES INCREASE ON OUR
BOUNDARIES

Apart from planning applications within the parish, do
not forget the impact of developments in communities
nearby.

Elsenham - over the past year planning permission has
been granted for about 450 new dwellings. Although
the application by Fairfield to build 800 new houses
has twice been turned down by UDC’s Planning
Committee, the developers are likely to appeal. In
addition under the draft Local Plan a further 2100
houses have been allocated to Elsenham/Henham.
At Bishop’s Stortford North (between A120 bypass,
Rye Street and Hadham Road) East Herts  Council
seems likely to approve in 2014 an application to build
2200 new homes, plus, we now hear, a further 2100.

Within this parish the two successful applications at
Walpole Farm and Elms Farm will add some 200
dwellings. If the Linden Homes proposal at Pines Hill
should go ahead, the number would rise to 270. Taken
together these developments would add 720  within a
two to three mile radius of Stansted Mountfitchet. If
Fairfield appeals successfully, this number would rise
to 1520. To put this in context the number of dwellings
in Stansted Mountfitchet (including Foresthall Park) is
currently about 3300. Given infrastructure pressures,
the Parish Council has objected to all these
developments apart from the 53 houses proposed for
Elms Farm.

CITY AND COUNTRY GROUP ARE LOOKING TO
EXPAND AT BENTFIELD PLACE

City and Country has been recently listed as one of the
fastest growing companies in the UK and has a very
successful record. For thirteen years its base has been
at Bentfield Place where the management would like
to remain. However with a growing number of staff
the group need to expand its office space.  By the time
this edition of The Link drops through your door (or
shortly after), a planning application will have been
submitted to Uttlesford District Council. Issues that
need to be addressed include green belt, access,

and Cambridge Road are wide enough not to present a
problem. The parish is lucky to have so many shops and
businesses and the council would like to support them
wherever possible especially given that economic
conditions remain far from easy. We have asked UDC
to clarify the position and use common sense.

PARISH COUNCIL TAX to rise by 2% in 2014/15

At the Parish Council meeting on 18th December it was
agreed to request a precept of £212,00 which
compares to £198,000 raised in 2013/14. Based on this
number Band D Council Tax is estimated to be £65.77,
a rise of around 2% over the £64.69 seen in the current
year.

First projections for 2015/16 suggest that Band D
Council Tax may rise by 2%. If this proves correct then
over the 4 years to March 2016, parish council tax will
have risen by 6%. This level is about half the rate
charged in Saffron Walden, Great Dunmow and
Sawbridgeworth. Helped by a higher tax base, which is
largely attributable to new houses at Foresthall Park, a
number of achievements can be listed:  the rebuild of
the library into a multi-service centre can be financed
(subject to completing negotiations with Essex County
Council), a new part time member of staff employed,
two play areas have been re-equipped (and plans are in
to transform Bentfield), an extension of Crafton Green
car park in 2015, the successful launch of a new
Christmas Fayre with lights in Lower Street and, subject
to being able to comply with the recently announced
Code of Practice, a new CCTV system.

Finally, assuming the completion of the new Crafton
Green centre, the hours of opening for the library and
Parish Council will be significantly extended.

DEVELOPMENT OF MEAD COURT

We have received notice that the contract for the
redevelopment of Mead Court has now been
confirmed and work should  commence almost as this
magazine is delivered! The  contractors Willmott Dixon,
abide by the Considerate Constructors scheme so we
hope that life will not be too intolerable for local
residents during the construction phase. If you have
any queries arising, please contact Lucy Brown at
Uttlesford District Council on 01799 510510.

PINES HILL - ANOTHER DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL
EXPECTED

Linden Homes propose to build 73 houses on land
beyond the access of Stoney Common Road on to Pines
Hill on the B1383. The land is situated in the
Metropolitan Green Belt.
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vehicle movements and construction traffic. Once an
application is submitted, the Parish Council will make
its comments. If you have any thoughts on this issue,
please contact the Parish Council by email at
parishcouncil@stansted.net or telephone 813214.

DAVIES COMMISSION OMITS STANSTED AIRPORT
FROM ITS SHORTLIST FOR RUNWAYS

The Airport Commission led by Sir Howard Davies has
not included Stansted on its shortlist for additional
runways in the South East. Whilst this is welcome
news, this conclusion is being challenged by
Manchester Airport Group, the owners of Stansted
Airport. It is not yet time to relax, especially as no
decision will be reached by the Government until after
the election in 2015.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE LIBRARY AT CRAFTON GREEN

Planning permission has been granted for a new
community building on the site of the existing library.
It is intended that this new facility will provide
accommodation for a library which will have space it
can use much more flexibly. In addition the building
will enable the Parish Council offices to move to the
ground floor, Community Information Services for
UDC, Citizens Advice Bureau, a base for the police and
a public toilet. Most of these services will be open five
or six full days a week which is considerably more than
are currently provided. Following further discussions
with the library service and the police it is hoped to
proceed with the project in the New Year.

EXTENSION TO CRAFTON GREEN CAR PARK

The usage of this car park has risen rapidly over the
past couple of years not least because of the growth in
businesses in Cambridge Road. The Parish Council has
agreed to add about 15 spaces on the grassed area
adjacent to Crafton Green House. This extension
would be undertaken after the redevelopment of the
library site.

VILLAGE LITTER PICK

Are you keen to see our village a beautiful, pleasant
place to live? If so we invite you all to join the Village
Litter Pick on Saturday 22nd March. This is a commu-
nity event where we all have the opportunity to en-
hance the environment by clearing litter from our
highways, byways and nooks and crannies. Please
meet outside the Parish Council Office, Crafton Green
at 10.00 a.m.

All equipment will be provided.

STANSTED POLICE
Come and speak to your Neighbourhood Policing Team
to discuss any local issues you may have. They will be at
Stansted Library, Crafton Green, Chapel Hill on Tuesday
11th February and Tuesday 18th March at 10.00 am.

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH HAS AN IMPACT

In October Speed Watch checks carried out around
Essex resulted in 1414 first warning letters sent, and 79
second warning letters with 13 requiring further action
which will either be a visit from an officer or targeted
enforcement.

Volunteers from this were at the top of the list for
undertaking checks but more volunteers are needed to
spread the load and step up activity. Would you be
prepared to help?  If so please contact the Parish Council
by email at parishcouncil@Stansted.net or telephone
813214.

KEEPING WARM THIS WINTER

Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau have produced a
leaflet with advice on how to keep warm during the
winter months. The leaflet contains a thermometer so
you can see how cold it really is. We hope to have copies
available in the Parish Council offices and in the day
centre. An electronic copy can be downloaded from
their website.

NEWS FROM UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL

From Cllr Alan Dean, Uttlesford District Council

I have continued to question the NHS at regular intervals
about the lack of visible action towards the delivery of a
fit for purpose health centre in Stansted. I was told by
NHS England just before Christmas that they have a
committee which in January will consider a business
plan prepared by our GP Practice to have the necessary
funding released. Let’s hope we are only a few months
away from the developer starting to build at the site on
the corner of Church Road and Lower Street.
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The really good news and great community success to
start 2014 was the dismissal by the planning inspector of
Taylor Wimpey’s appeal against the refusal of 140 homes
at Bentfield Green. The inspector agreed with what many
of us have been saying for months; that development was
in the wrong place. He said the effect on the conservation
area and the damage to the countryside were not
sustainable development. He also recognized that the
community was not opposing all development. There are
messages here for planning officers, who had
recommended approval, and for us all.

By the time the February Link is published UDC will have
completed its latest (but not last) consultation on where
to locate a further tranche of 2,700 homes in the years to
2031. The council was asked in December to set up an
independent inquiry into the way the Local Plan has been
conducted, but that proposal was defeated.

The district council will be receiving £2.9 million from the
government’s New Homes Bonus scheme in recognition
of the number of homes built in the district in recent
years; about 500 homes per annum. This is a lot more
than what was expected. Meanwhile, Uttlesford agreed
in December to freeze council tax for most residents but
to increase council tax only for people receiving benefits.
This additional tax burden on the most vulnerable
members of our community was opposed by some
councillors from all political parties but was backed by the
majority of councillors

SIR ALAN HASELHURST SURGERY DATES
January
31st Parish Council Offices, Stansted 5.45 - 6.30 pm
31st The old Armoury, Saffron Walden 7.00 - 7.45 pm
February
28th Town Council Offices, Dunmow 6.30 - 7.15 pm

DATES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
12 February  Full Council
19 February  Open Spaces
26 February  Highways  7.00 pm + F & GP

CONTACT DETAILS
Clerk - Ruth Clifford.   Admin Assist - Anne Court
Assistant to the Parish Clerk - Trevor Lloyd
Email:  parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214  10 am - 1 pm
www.stansted.net

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Margaret Ambrose 814675
   maggielincoln@aol.com
Maureen Caton  813914
(Vice Chairman)  m.caton@hotmail.co.uk

Nigel Collingwood 813428
         njcollingwood@hotmail.co.uk
Catherine Dean  813579
        catherinemarydean@btinternet.com
Samantha Dunn 810859

  samanthadunn@talktalk.net
Jo Freeman  812524
   j.freeman195@yahoo.com
Bridget Gott  814440
John Hudson  814489
          john@hudson8889.fsnet.co.uk
Peter Jones  813252
   peter@lowerstreet.com
John O’Brien  816772

Johnedobrien@gmail.com
Frances Richards 812748
   frannie.richards@gmail.com
John Salmon  814789
   sam@salmonfamily.me.uk
John Savopoulos 817687
   johnsav8@gmail.com
Geoffrey Sell  815925
(Chairman)   sellgeoffrey@yahoo.co.uk
Valerie Trundle  813433
   prtvrt@btinternet.com
Uttlesford District Council Members
Alan Dean  813579
   cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk
Iris Evans  815848
   cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk
John Salmon  814789
   cllrsalmon@uttlesford.gov.uk
Joe Rich  813112

cllrrich@uttlesford.gov.uk

Essex County Council Member
Ray Gooding   813103
   cllr.ray.gooding@essexcc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament

The Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP
Tel:  0207 219 5214/Fax: 0207 219 5600
            alan.haselhurst.mp@parliament.uk

Police - PC Tom Bastendorff
  Non-emergency  101
PCSO (Stuart Stranger)   Tel: 07889 702340

Neighbourhood Watch
www.stanstednhw.org.uk

Parish Public Transport Representatives
Valerie Trundle   -     813433
Joy Thomas     -     813871
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Parkinson's UK  Contact: Kathy West Tel: 816293
Uttlesford Support Group Email:kewest@btinternet.com

Pilots (age 5-18)  Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

Rainbow Pre-School Gill Pursglove (Administrator)
   Tel: 814242/07966 506997
           Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

Rainbow Tots   Tina South
(age 1½-rising 3)  Tel: 814371

Rainbows  Sue Pollard Tel: 813734

Rotary Club  Peter Latham Tel: 507294
   Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

Royal British Legion John Segar Tel: 813289

Scouts   Mike Byrne
(age 10½ -14)  Tel: 812780

Shotokan Karate Ryu Donna Ring Tel: 731752
   Email: skr@skr.org.uk

Spangles   Tel: 812348
 Children’s Centre

Stansted Family Café Ros Page Tel: 810813
                Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com

Stansted Football Club Tom Williams Tel: 07921 403842

Stansted Sparks Netball   Gemma Snelling Tel: 07894 944242
   Email: gemmasnelling@me.com

Stansted Supers  Olly Pocknell
Handball Club  Tel: 07875 391701

Tennis Club  Daphne Lunnon Tel: 817574
   Email: drlunnon@gmail.com

Thornbury   Marion or Shirley
Badminton Club  Tel: 869896 or 815871

U3A   Christine
   Chair Tel: 817587

Women’s Institute Judy Colliver
(Stansted)  President Tel: 812470

Women’s Institute Dorothy Wallace
(Ugley)                                   President Tel: 850215

Whoosh Explore  Helen and Peter Nash
 Canoe Club   Tel: 817453

Youth Centre  Linda Barnes
   Tel: 01371 873156/
   07920 466923

Note: This list will be updated as and when we learn of any
changes.  If you would like the details of your organisation
to be added please let us know.  (Contact details on page 1.)

Alzheimers Society Tel: 01371 872519

Air Training Corps Tel: 681559/661929
494 Squadron  Email: 494@aircadets.org

Beavers   David South
Age 6-8   Tel: 814371

Bowls Club  Doreen Scraggs
   Hon Secretary Tel: 815036
   Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

Brownies/Guides  Glynis Prothero
   District Administrator
                    Tel: 814145

CAB   Tel: 08444 775986

Corkers Netball  Lisa Menzella
                     Tel: 07827 988732

Cricket Club (adults) David Hedge Tel: 812509
        (juniors) Keith Ayres Tel: 814471

Cub Scouts  Roger Musgrove
Age 8-10½  Tel: 07736 616665/01799 543466

Day Centre  Tel: 815091

Explorer Scouts  Fintan Lambe
    Tel: 817937

Friends of St Mary's Audrey Rodgers
 Church   Tel: 812162

Garden Club  Maralyn Harris
   Chairman  Tel: 07919 478144

Grove Cottage  David Scott Tel: 656085

Helpline   Tel: 07704 553727

History Society  Peter Brown
   Chairman Tel: 812816

Huw Johnson Club Katharine Collis   Tel: 461270
    Email: kat_collis@hotmail.com

Inner Wheel Club  Shirley Fordyce, President
   Tel: 758289

Investigators  Ros Page Tel 810813
   Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com

Little Scrummers  Andrew Poyser Tel: 07738 591232

Millers (Windmill) Derek Honour Tel: 647213

Mountfitchet Club  John Robinson Tel: 812755

Music Club  Sonia Levy Tel: 815282
Email: info@musicatstansted.com

NCT   Anna Sedgbeer Tel: 812257

Neighbourhood Watch Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in ‘The Link’,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the details to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.  Details
must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
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J.D.W.
Gas heating Specialist

Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns

of  Central Heating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing

Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out
Gas Safe Registered

Ex. British Gas

Co n ta ct Julia n
1 Ch urch  Hi ll Co rner
Tel 01279 816083
o r 07967 366585

Regular cleaning, maintenance
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment

Crystal Clear
Pond Services
Pond Cleaning &

Maintenance

 Pond Cleaning
 Pond Restoration
 Water Features
 Pond Supplies

For a clean and healthy
pond all year round.

Free estimates & quotes

01279 812011
07999 536580

www.crystalclearponds.co.uk
info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

NICK SHUTES
Painting and Decorating Ltd

High quality interior and
exterior redecoration

All woodwork repairs and replacements
including fascias, soffits and cladding

01799 542385
or 07885 778213

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

Anthony Freeman
Plumbing & Heating
From taps to bathroom installation

gas leaks to full central heating systems
Whatever your plumbing or heating problem –

we will solve it
Working locally since 2004

All work fully insured and guaranteed
Call & we will respond – fast!

01799 542920 or
07816 355483
Gas safe Reg. No. 536837

Do-It-4U
General Handyman

Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance

  Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
  Drain Blockages Cleared
  Gardens Tidied & Maintained
  Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
  Fences Erected & Repaired
  Gutters Cleaned,  Repaired  or  Replaced
  Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel  01279  814411    Mobile  07774  877320

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)

 Malcolm or Neil Bonney on
 01279 813315 or 815946

MOT Testing
Diesel &
Catalyst

D I A G NO S T I C  WO R K  A V A I L A B L E

Guaranteed Workmanship

PLEASE RING

34 The Street, Manuden CM23 1DQ

Calor Gas
Stockist

 Free collection & delivery in local area

Familiar with
most makes of
vehicles including
four wheel drives
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PILOTS

The Pilots of Stansted Free Church demonstrated their talents
in a variety of roles during the staging of the Christmas play
‘Jonah and the Whale’ on 14th December. Pamela Jenner, the
guest artist for the Club, was very pleased with the way all the
children had worked hard to put up a final performance. Pilots
Club will be taking the play to other venues in the village, as
part of community service.

For the Easter term, in addition to the usual activities - art and
craft, music, drama and games, the Club will host a series of
story-telling sessions from ‘Cultures around the World’. The
Pilots are also excited about a new photography project fea-
turing wildlife in and around Stansted, which will be led by
one of the team members. Any children aged five years and
above, are welcome to join in the fun. We meet on the 2nd

Monday of each month: 10th February and 10th March
6.00pm-7.30pm in the Free Church Hall, Chapel Hill. Regular
updates of the Club activities are on
www.facebook.com/pages/Stansted-Pilots.  For more infor-
mation please contact Valerie Trundle on 813433 or email me.

Sanjukta Ghosh
Email: sanjukta@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

www.facebook.com/BirchangerNursery

The children were very busy in the run up to Christmas, enjoy-
ing a party at Play Barn in Sawbridgeworth and the annual
nativity play. They all played their parts beautifully and very
few parents managed to keep their eyes entirely dry! Several
new starters have joined in January so the children will enjoy
making even more friends. During this half term there will be
lots of activities to celebrate Chinese New Year – we will look
at the different animals in the Chinese calendar, use chop-
sticks, dance to Chinese music and learn how to say “hello” in
Chinese. Each week during this half term will have ‘letters of
the week’. We are encouraging the children to think of words
that link with our areas of learning and they will get a sticker if
they can ‘show and tell’ anything beginning with one of the
letters of the week. We will continue to learn about reading
and literacy, counting and numbers, dressing, feelings and
behaviour as our older children start to prepare for going to
‘big school’ in September. We have art projects planned,
including glueing and hand printing and learning to use differ-
ent media and materials. Birchanger Nursery caters for chil-
dren aged 2½ to 5 and we currently have spaces available.
Please call  810800 or email: admin@birchangernursery.org.

The Committee

Our December meeting saw another informative and enjoy-
able evening with a presentation by Jeff Page on HOAX -
famous jokes of the 18th & 19th Century. Jeff gave us an
enthusiastic look at past famous jokes that have been played
on people over the years, two of which were:
Mary Toft (1701–1763) from Surrey, who in 1726 became the
subject of considerable controversy when she tricked doctors
into believing that she had given birth to rabbits. Her claim to
have given birth to various animal parts prompted the arrival
of John Howard, a local surgeon, who investigated the
matter. He delivered several pieces of animal flesh and duly
notified other prominent physicians, including the royal
surgeon of King George I.  Toft was brought to London and
studied at length.  Under intense scrutiny,  and producing no
more rabbits, she confessed to the hoax, and was
subsequently imprisoned as a fraud.

The Cock Lane ghost attracted mass public attention in 1762.
It involved three people: William Kent, Richard Parsons, and
Elizabeth Lynes. Following the death during childbirth of
William’s wife Elizabeth, William became romantically
involved with her sister Fanny.  They moved to London and
lodged at a property in Cock Lane, then owned by Parsons.
Several accounts of strange knocking sounds and ghostly
apparitions were reported, which stopped after the couple
moved out; but following Fanny's death from smallpox and
Kent's successful legal action against Parsons over an out-
standing debt, they resumed. Parsons claimed that Fanny's
ghost haunted his property. Regular séances were held to
determine ‘Scratching Fanny's’ motives; Cock Lane was often
made impassable by interested bystanders. The ghost
appeared to claim that Fanny had been poisoned with arsenic
and Kent was publicly suspected of her murder. But a com-
mission, whose members included Samuel Johnson, con-
cluded that the supposed haunting was a fraud. Further
investigations proved the scam was perpetrated by Elizabeth
Parsons, under duress from her father. Those responsible
were prosecuted and found guilty; Richard Parsons was pillo-
ried and sentenced to two years in prison.

On 2nd January we enjoyed another memorable evening with
talks by Tony Wellings on 'Make and mend', and David Perry
on 'The Rivers Nurseries, Sawbridgeworth', followed by a quiz
on local interests. The next meeting is 6th February 8.00pm in
the Day Centre, Chapel Hill when the subject will be 'Stansted
in the 40s and 50s' by Peter Brown. All welcome.

Steve Leaney
Tel: 647177

S TANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HIS TORY SOCIETY

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HIS TORY SOCIETY

An established fair known for its wide range of quality
antiques, jewellery, Victoriana, coins, china, glass,

pictures, prints and lots more

Admission £1
Refreshments & hot meals available

9.30am - 4.00pm Sun 9th Feb

(signposted off A120 between Puckeridge & B Stortford)

Little Hadham Antiques Fair
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Exceptional standard of accommodation

ETB 4 Diamond Rating with Silver Award

All guest rooms have ensuite facilities

Free WiFi in all rooms

Open All Year

Iain & Selina Rankin
Chimneys

44 Lower Street, Stansted,
Essex   CM24 8LR

Tel: 01279 813388
Email:  info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk
Web:  www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

M A S T E R  B U I L D E R
New Builds & Alterations • Extensions

Loft Conversions • Kitchen & Bathroom Fits
Painting & Decorating • Landscaping

FREE PLANS with every agreed project

Fed up renewing your Felt Roofs?
Why not opt for a Rubber Roof System

• No Joins • No Leaks •
• 50 year Life Expectancy •

EDPM Approved Installer

For a FREE quotation please call
01279 816883 or 07576 753811

Email: fortunemasterbuilder@gmail.com

BISHOP’S STORTFORD
GUTTERING

Now based in Stansted

Repaired • Replaced • Re-jointed
Annual cleaning service Traditional & Vacuum
Fascias – Soffits – Cladding – Bargeboards

Fully Guaranteed – Free Quotation
Over 30 years experience

Freephone: 0800 335 7325
Tel: 01279 647593

Mob: 07855 308001
Email: lenbarker58@btinternet.com
6 Waterside  Stansted  CM24 8BH

Fitted Furniture Specialist

Tel: 01279 815700
info@edhowleyfbd.co.uk

3A Parsonage Farm, Foresthall Rd, Stansted, Essex, CM24 8TY

Est 1990

Online showroom
www.edhowleyfbd.co.uk

Furniture as individual
as you are!{  }

Bedrooms Studies Media Units Bookcases etc.. .

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

 Extensions
 Kitchens
 Doors & Locks
 Windows
 Bespoke joinery
 Summer Houses
 Decking
 Soundproofing

Fully Insured and
Guaranteed

Nick Whitaker
Tel: 01279 813690

Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@googlemail.com

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

Wi ndows, B i -F o ldi n g D o o r s, R o o f l i n e
& C on ser v a t o r i es

T h e E st a bl i sh ed L oca l C om pa n y  Y o u  C a n  T r u st

R i gh t  P r i ce, F i r st  T i m e

F r ee P h one:

R i ch a r d S t o ck br i dge:
L i t t le H a ll i n gbu r y :

R i ch a r d B a n k s:
S awbr i dgewo r t h :
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Norfolk in November
Twenty Scouts and six Leaders travelled up to Wells-next-
the-Sea in North Norfolk in November. After settling in we
had a campfire with soup and sausage rolls.  Saturday was a
rather overcast but mild morning, just right for hiking. After
breakfast  we split into two groups for our Naturalist Badge
hikes. One group were driven up the coast to Blakeney,
while the other group walked into the town and then
headed off to the beach a mile away. Here we joined the
Peddars Way, part of the Norfolk Coastal Path, and began
walking west to Holkham Gap where we turned onto the
beach and stopped for lunch. We then made our way back
along the beach and sand dunes to the brightly painted
beach huts where we decided it was an excellent spot to fly
some kites and have a play on the beach/dunes. About an
hour later we made our way off the beach and back to the
town. The other group were hiking back to Wells along
another part of the Coastal Path. The path was quite water-
logged in places.  Lunch was eaten near Stiffkey Fen, and
after a 30 minute break they headed off again taking in the
lovely scenery and views along the coast. It is all mud flats
and saltings (some of the most important areas of salt
marsh in Europe), with sand dunes and the sea in the dis-
tance. The highest point was only ever about 10 metres
above sea level. At one point ‘The Hunt’ appeared racing
across the land with a pack of ‘hyenas’ as the Scouts
described it. The group stood back, well out of the way!

Back at the ranch, we had a couple of hours R&R where
some Scouts and Leaders had a crafty nap. After our evening
meal we watched our film, 'X Men First Class', followed by
another campfire with toasted marshmallows and hot choc-
olate. Sunday morning we headed to the Quayside an hour
early as the tide was racing out. Fortunately (or well
planned) the drizzle stopped just as we left HQ. We started
crabbing straight away and despite our best efforts only
caught five crabs before we were dropping lines into mud.
Most of us managed to buy a few souvenirs. After lunch,
burnt our rubbish and with the HQ all ‘ship shape’ we
headed for home after another successful weekend.

Night Hike Competition
The last Friday in November saw us take part in our
District’s annual Night Hike competition, this year at
Chrishall. We entered two teams with high hopes of win-
ning, as our last win was 2007 with 2nd place every year
since.  At 9.00pm all the teams began hiking from their vari-
ous start points. The night was relatively mild but moonless,
making it very dark and therefore important to always know
where you were. By the 2.00am finish, one of our teams had

navigated to six checkpoints and answered a variety of
questions at each.

We were all back at Chrishall Hall by 3.00am and asleep by
4.00am. Breakfast at 7.00am was followed by the shield
presentation to the winners. At last, we had won again!

Mike Byrne - Scout Leader
Robert Sadler - Assistant Scout Leader

All members are invited to the AGM on Tuesday 11th

February 8.00pm at 105 Cambridge Road. The current com-
mittee is very keen to hear views and ideas of members.
Christmas Social Evening
This was a very successful evening, attended by 25 mem-
bers. After playing some tennis, the rain drove players inside
where they were warmed up by mulled wine and mince
pies. Various fun quizzes kept everyone entertained for the
rest of the evening.
Ladies' Night
Monday 10th February 7.00pm. All lady members welcome.
Club sessions
Continuing throughout the winter on Sunday mornings,
Wednesday mornings and evenings and Friday mornings.
Tennis balls
£1 for a tube of four from Jan Hollis at 105 Cambridge Road.
Contacts:
Felicity Shakespeare (Secretary) 831771, Daphne Lunnon
(Chairman) 817574. For more about Stansted Tennis Club,
please visit the website at www.stanstedtennisclub.co.uk.

Chris Hollis

Stansted Tennis ClubStansted Tennis Club

Antenatal teacher and
baby massage instructor

Know anyone expecting a baby/babies in 2014?

Group antenatal classes for woman and her
birth partner every Tuesday evening in
Stansted Mountfitchet (Free Church Hall)

Tel: 07815 314377

or find us on facebook STORTFORD BABIES
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 multiroom audio systems
 home cinema
 surround sound installation
 home networking solutions
 digital TV and satellite

01279 647227
www.stortfordaudio.co.uk

Stortford Audio
multiroom audio visual installations

STANSTED  MOUNTFITCHET
SOCIAL CLUB

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Why wait? Apply now!
Membership forms from the club in Lower Street

Tel 01279 812992

  DRINKS AT LOW PRICES

 Children’s Room
 Dropdown TV
 3 Full Size Snooker Tables
 Darts and Pool
 Gaming machines
 Jukebox & Live Entertainment
 Raffles and Bingo

Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere

Essex’s Premier 9 Hole Golf Course
 3 Hole Beginners’ Academy Course
 Family Orientated Teaching Academy
 Excellent Heated Floodlit Driving Range
 Newly Refurbished Café Bar & Lounge Area
 Fully Equipped Gym & Fitness Classes
 Children’s Golf Parties
New Function Room for Weddings,

Parties and Society Days

Tel: 01279 812865
info@elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
www.elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk

Dog Walking & Domestic Pet Care

Prices, Services & References available online at: www.debsdogs.co.uk

Call me for a chat

Deborah Hibbert

M: 07842 125503  H: 01279 647309

Sleep Overs

Home Visits / Vet Visits
General Everyday Care From Someone Local You Can Trust!

~ I CAN SOLVE YOUR PET CARE PROBLEMS ~
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VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA
I went on a trip to South Africa in November to visit friends,
which turned out to be just before Nelson Mandela died.
For those of you who are familiar with South Africa, you will
know that the climate is very different and that November is
very warm, as Christmas is in summer time.  Temperatures
there were very hot with some days soaring to 35 degrees,
which I didn’t mind at all.  The really interesting part of the
trip was visiting Soweto (or South Western Townships),
which borders the mining belt in the South.  The name
Soweto was officially adopted in 1963.  It is now an urban
area of Johannesburg which is in the province of Gauteng.
Soweto is also a place of contrasts, as when you initially
arrive there are some beautifully big houses in the suburb of
Diepkloof but there are also people living in shacks by the

side of the road.  There are some fascinating landmarks in
Soweto which include the Chris Hani Baragwanath Hospital
in Diepkloof, which we were told is the largest hospital in
the world - it spreads over half a mile.  The Orlando Power
Station Cooling Towers are tourist attractions covered with

vibrant African paintings which
will be used for bungee jumping
and abseiling with lots of bars
and restaurants.  The Hector
Pieterson memorial, opened by
Nelson Mandela, marks the June
1976 Soweto uprising where a
number of people were killed
marching to protest against the
government’s policy to enforce
Afrikaans in education.  It is now
a very peaceful place with mov-
ing tributes to those who died.

The highlight of the trip was visiting Vilakazi Street where
Nelson Mandela and Bishop Desmond Tutu lived. The
atmosphere was brilliant with street vendors, bars and res-
taurants and people everywhere.  Nelson Mandela’s house
was such an attraction that we were all jostling with each
other to have our photos taken outside the house.  It has
now been converted into a museum.  Lots of people gath-
ered there after he died.  Nelson Mandela was very much
revered everywhere and nowhere more than in Sandton, a
suburb to the North of Johannesburg.   We took the new
Gautrain to Sandton City and visited Nelson Mandela Square
where there is a massive statue of the great man which
completely dominates the square and completely dwarfed

us.  The statue was very life-like which was quite uncanny
for its size. It was a wonderful trip with many happy memo-
ries of Sunday barbecues and being able to swim outside in
November which was a real treat.

Iris Evans
Tel: 815848

Winter is a time of survival for wildlife. Availability of food
can determine how animals, birds and insects react to the
cold winter months. Our native birds continue feeding,
often flying about in bursts of frenzied activity searching for
insects on trees and bushes, grubs and worms in the
ground, and seeds and berries in hedges and gardens, as
well as enjoying the food put out for them. Winter visitors
such as fieldfares and redwing (members of the thrush fam-
ily) arrive from Scandinavia; large flocks of the latter will
strip the hedges of their berries. However, some forms of
wildlife use the survival strategy of hibernation which
involves finding a place to spend the winter in a state of
'suspended animation'. The best-known mammal to hiber-
nate is the hedgehog. After feeding itself up in the autumn
and accumulating a thick layer of fat, the hedgehog searches
for a suitable site for its winter nest or hibernaculum. This
can be under logs or in deep piles of leaves, or in a hole
under brambles or under a shed. The nest is about 20” in
diameter and is lined with leaves and grass. The animal curls
up inside, its body temperature falling to about 10°C, with
breathing and heart rates slowed right down. The small
amount of energy needed to stay in this state for about five
months is supplied by its layer of stored fat. Now and then
the hedgehog wakes up, but then goes back into its torpid
state until spring arrives. Unlike the hedgehog which hiber-
nates on its own, bats hibernate in large roosts in buildings.
Toads hibernate underground and emerge in early March,
moving towards water in which to mate. Frogs are already
in the water, for they hibernate in the muddy layer of
ponds. Slow-worms spend the winter deep down in com-
post heaps or under log piles until April, and grass snakes
also hibernate until temperatures in March or April are high
enough to tempt them out again. Insects also try to survive
winter conditions by hibernating.

Queen wasps often spend the winter in loft
spaces or garden sheds, and many people have
clumps of ladybirds overwintering in corners of
window frames.  Bumble bee queens will spend
winter in holes outside, while honey bees stay in
their hive, living on their store of honey. Many

butterflies (such as comma, brimstone, small tortoiseshell
and peacock) hibernate in their butterfly form on the
branches of trees and hedges or in buildings, while others
such as orange tip, large white and speckled wood, overwin-
ter in their pupa or chrysalis form. The speckled wood is the
only British butterfly that can also sometimes hibernate as a
caterpillar.

Rosina Kirkwood



GILLSON CARPENTRY & JOINERY
 First & second fix carpentry
 Site & bench joinery
 Extensions & building projects
 Kitchens
 Wooden flooring
 Decking design & construction
 No job too big or too small

Office    01279 812101
Mobile  07525 061661

Email:  gillsoncarpentry@btinternet.com
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Mobile:    07900 931 910
Workshop: 01279 647 878

Still Manufacturing &
Remodelling

Bespoke Jewellery
Old Gold Bought for Cash

JOHN             WILSON

ANTIQUES RESTORATION
over 30 years experience

All Repairs, Inc. Modern, Polishing
Fully Insured, Free Estimates, No V.A.T.

Tel: 01920 821973
e.mail: peter.worby@tesco.net

www.peterworby.co.uk

Village Antique Clock Repair
&

Sympathetic Restoration Services
NAWCC and AHS member since 1975

Knives & Tools Sharpened  •  Quality Clocks Bought & Sold

 G. Cox     Tel  07595 180 138

gcoxuk@gmail.com

Herts & Essex Window Doctor
Friendly Family-Run Business

 All Windows and Doors
 Locks, Hinges & Handles
 Glasses

Call Nigel on 816324 or 07769 274610
Email: nijillpark@aol.com

Repairs to Double Glazing

Airport Transfers
Theatre Nights

Restaurants
Ring 07973 635143

Peter Isherwood

pete.isherwood@idrivercars.co.uk

Heathrow, Gatwick, City
& Luton Airports

Friendly & Reliable Service
Executive Cars at competitive rates

Tel: 01279 870231
Mob: 07760 754935

or 07802 734518

AIRPORTS – STATIONS – WEDDINGS – PARCEL SERVICE
ANY DISTANCE – ANY TIME

E-mail: j.and.r.cars@btinternet.com

Alan Smith  01279 279 012
50 Sunnyside  07771 881 042
Stansted  sdsinstallations@hotmail.com
Essex CM24 8AX  www.sdsinstallations.com

SDS INSTALLATIONS LTD
Aerial and Satellite Services

Foreign Satellite Systems - CCTV -  Extra TV Points
Sky Link Ups - Phone Points - Home Signal Distribution

Wall Mounted Plasma / LCD Screens
Cables Supplied and Hidden

LOCAL  GLAZIERS
With over  35 years  in the  glazing industry

Broken windows & doors replaced same day
Hinges & handles fitted
Catflaps fitted
Made to measure splashbacks & mirrors
Roof panes & conservatory panes  replaced
And much more...

01279 739131
w: www.aaranglass.co.uk   e: info@aaranglass.co.uk

FAMILY NEWS (LONDIS)
13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

Foreign Language Newspapers and Magazines
(Irish, Spanish, Polish, German, Italian etc) also available

Wide variety of greeting cards, sweets, drinks & confectionary
We deliver 7 days a week

OPEN: Mon - Sat 5.30am - 5.30pm; Sun 5.30am - 1.30pm
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ST MARY’S C E FOUNDATION
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Learning together we care, share and prepare

We celebrated the first year in our new school building with
a celebration assembly, a party and a cake - it is amazing
how quickly the time has flown and how well-established
we have become!  The autumn term was exciting as always
with a full intake of 45 pupils to be settled into our two
Reception classes. Topics studied ranged from Outer Space
and India to Pilgrimages and the Aztecs.  The curriculum
was enriched by visitors and workshops on Indian dance,
the Aztec culture; an author worked with the Key Stage 2
pupils on their writing and an illustrator with Key Stage 1.
During October half-term we gave the pupils a ‘Catch Me
Reading’ challenge:  what was the most unusual, comfort-
able, and favourite or amusing place they can find to read a
book?  We have the photographs displayed in the school
library, and very entertaining they are, too!  Term ended
with Christmas celebrations, finishing with our Carol Ser-
vice.

This term we are preparing for the building of our extension
– another classroom ready for September.  The Year 5
pupils are launched into their Mission X work, a project
based on Science and PE, working with Forest Hall School
and other primaries.  We are looking forward to more sport
when the weather improves and fixtures are added to the
diary.   Finally, we have changed our website address to a
shorter and easier version: www.stmarysstansted.co.uk. If
you are new to the area and would like to have a look at
our school, please give us a ring to arrange a visit.

Christine Tonkins
Headteacher

Tel: 812212

STANSTED FOOTBALL CLUB
Christmas and the inclement weather has already led to our
last four games being postponed. Manager Dave Roach and
his coaches have kept the players’ fitness levels up by
organising twice weekly training sessions. Off the field, the
Club continues to attract new sponsors which help us to
push the importance of local football in our area. Neil’s
mobile catering unit ‘The Grill Sergeant’ is a welcome addi-
tion on match days, providing burgers, hot dogs and bever-
ages. Claire’s ‘Oaks Sports Therapy and Massage’ is the
players’ highlight prior to a home game. Claire and Neil
have sponsored new training and warm up attire which is a
tremendous gesture. InterCounty have sponsored a new
‘Welcome to Stansted Football Club’ sign. On behalf of the
Club your sponsorship is greatly appreciated.

Home fixtures: please contact us if the weather is bad.
Adults £5, concessions and under 16s £3, under 12s free.

Sat    25th Jan v   London Bari – League KO 3.00pm
Sat    8th Feb v   Basildon – League KO 3.00pm
Tue  18th Feb v   Barking – League KO 7.45pm
Sat    22nd Feb v   Bowers & Pitsea – League KO 3.00pm

Tom Williams
Secretary

Tel: 07921 403842

Our Sponsored Autumn Alphabet raised over £700 paying for
our ‘Welly Walls’ and many new resources.  All the children
received a certificate congratulating them on taking part. Con-
gratulations to Natalia for raising the most money and winning
a book token.

Many parents, friends, grandparents, aunties and uncles and
the reception classes at St Mary's watched the ‘Older’ group
Nativity Play that took place on 16th December at St John’s
Church. Many thanks to the CO-OP for donating the tea, coffee
and mince pies for the audience.  Later that week the children
went to Norman Court and sang to the residents there.

A date for your diary - the Pre-school Open Morning will be on
Saturday 1st March 10.00am to 12 noon. Refreshments will be
provided. All current and prospective families welcome. Rain-
bow Pre-School takes children from 2½ years to rising 5.  If you
are interested in applying for a place for your child, please visit
our website www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk for details.
You need to put your child’s name down now, however young,
to ensure a place.  Places for 2014 are filling up fast!

Gill Pursglove
Administrator

Tel: 814 242
Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

PANCAKES FOR GOOD HEARTS
Eat pancakes and look after your heart on 4th March!
Throughout the forty days of Lent, the Churches in Stansted
will be fund raising for much-needed defibrillators in the vil-
lage. A defibrillator is a small device that can be used by a first
responder to re-start a heart that has stopped. A considerable
sum of money has already been collected by the Kings Arms, so
the aim will be to raise enough to have two defibrillators in
Stansted. The doctors are very keen to support this initiative,
as quick treatment for a heart attack can greatly increase the
chances of surviving. The launch of this campaign will be on
Shrove Tuesday, 4th March, 7.00pm at St Theresa's Parish Cen-
tre with, of course, a feast of pancakes. The new Archdeacon of
Stansted, Rev’d Robin King, will be joining us for a pancake or
two. Look out for details in March Link, and on posters around
the village. If anyone is already trained as a First Responder,
please let me know.

Catherine Dean
Tel:  813579
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Brown’s Painting & Decorating

All sized jobs considered
 Please call Simon for a quote

 01279 813075 or 07813 086763
simon@simonbrown8.orangehome.co.uk

Stansted based

Lesley Anne
Interior & Exterior

 From one room to complete house
 Competitive rates and references
 Free Estimates & Advice

Tel: 01279 817055 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

 Pain Decora

mwr interiors

Tel: Matthew  07941 293365      Stansted 01279 899846

Specialists in Painting and Decorating

High Quality Painting Service

We offer basic painting and decorating through to
specialist finishes, furniture painting and colour mixing.
We also have a large portfolio of heritage work
sympathetic to older buildings.

Fully Qualified, 20 years experience

DAVID DUNCAN DECORATING SERVICES

 All aspects of Decorating
 Interior & Exterior
 All types of Paperhanging

 Please tel:  07956 563 943
Email: duncan_dj@hotmail.com

All work guaranteed to a high standard
Public Liability Insurance
Over 30 years’ experience

T. F. PLASTERING

 Re-skimming
 Coving
 Rendering
 Pebble Dashing
 Floor Screeding

Over 15 yrs experience. High standard of work. Fully insured.
For a free estimate call Terry

Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036

All aspects undertaken including:
Perfect Plastering

Services
 All Aspects Undertaken
 Clean, Reliable Service
 Free Estimates

 Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 814089 Mob 07793 887198

mfreemanperfectplastering@gmail.com

Professional Painting
And Decorating Services
With many years
Experience.

Our services cover:

 Internal Decorating   External Painting
 Slate & tile sealing + maintenance
 References available
 Wood floor lacquering
 Free detailed quotations available

 Call... Office: 01279 817282
Andy Richardson  Mobile: 07980 439924

email: adadecorating@googlemail.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Member of the Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps.

Fully insured.
Have your chimney or solid fuel burning stove swept to

ensure it remains safe and efficient to use.
By using the latest equipment I will provide you with an
efficient and professional service, leaving you free to use

and enjoy your fire this winter and beyond.
Call Bob Gliddon on 07552 238536

to make an appointment

Bad design or even average design 
may do more to damage your 
business than you think!

BUSINESS CARDS 
LETTERHEADS 

COMPLIMENT SLIPS
NCR SETS/PADS

  LEAFLETS
BROCHURES

BOOKLETS
MAGAZINES

SHORT-RUN BOOKS
CHRISTMAS CARDS

RAFFLE TICKETS 
CALENDARS

POP-UP BANNERS 
AND MUCH MORE...

Good designsells...fact!

01279 657769
printing@copyzone.co.uk
www.copyzone.co.uk
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GUESS WHO I AM
I was born in London and have lived in Stansted with my
husband for almost 40 years.
I spent most of my working life with Harlow Council, as a
qualified accountant commencing with a stint in The
Playhouse Theatre, through everything in-between including
calculating rates for the Direct Labour section, the eco-
nomics of the boating lake (now a marina) on the Stort,
housing rents, development of working co-operatives, han-
dling residents’ complaints, co-ordination of major repairs
and construction works, and much more until 1996.
Thereafter, I returned to accountancy, operating as a con-
tract finance manager which included getting the first school
out of special measures, Hertfordshire probation services,
and three boroughs in North and East London, where the
work was challenging, fascinating and diverse but rarely dull.
Since my retirement in 2009, I have been able to indulge
myself by spending much more time walking round the vil-
lage along the streets, the many footpaths, the twitchells
and bridle paths. In winter I always seem to have a 'bad hair
day' so I wear a cap as this also has the advantage of keep-
ing sun out of my eyes. Eyes, well yes, I wear spectacles.
Walking provides a much more intimate analysis of our vil-
lage and it has been amazing to see the growth of Foresthall
Park and the construction of those other many smaller indi-
vidual building works taking place around us. I also use the
301 bus 'quite a bit' in order to get to Stortford and Saffron
Walden, and am constantly amazed how few miles I have
put onto the car's milometer log since 2009, and how much
more I can see from the additional height of the bus.  I’m
also a passionate supporter of a local environmental organi-
sation, being a volunteer Secretary and trustee.

Claim To Fame: In 2012 I received an Uttlesford Community
Achievement Award.  Guess Who I Am!

STANSTED BUSINESS FORUM
www.stanstedbusinessforum.co.uk

A special Christmas lunch meeting was held in December
instead of the usual SBF breakfast meeting.   There was a
great turnout of 44 members and everyone enjoyed the
opportunity to relax and catch up over a fabulous meal pro-
vided by Karl and Sarah at Linden House.  A raffle raised
£170 for St Clare Hospice. Councillor Iris Evans reported that
an amazing £1,267 was raised by the SBF Forum for the
Christmas food vouchers which were distributed to Stansted
families for use in local shops. The Business Forum continues
to go from strength to strength with new members joining
monthly, and continued support from the Parish and District
Councils to encourage business growth in the area. If you
run a business in or near Stansted and would like to find out
how your business can benefit from joining, come along to
the next meeting, which is open to all, at 7.30am on Friday
7th February at Linden House, Silver Street.

Geraldine Allars
Tel: 813318

Email : peter.james@murdochspropertyshop.co.uk

FOREST HALL SCHOOL

Rehearsals for Forest Hall School’s production of the popular
West end hit ‘We Will Rock You’ are well underway. The
School has already given the local community a taster of the
show by entertaining them at the Stansted Christmas Fayre
and surprised the Bishop’s Stortford public with a ‘flashmob’
event. Students are working hard to take you on a journey
where Earth's name has been changed to Planet Mall and
where mainstream commercial conformity reigns. Everyone
watches the same films, listens to the same computer-
generated music, has the same fashion sense and holds the
same thoughts and opinions. Musical instruments and com-
posers are forbidden and rock music is all but unknown.  All
are controlled by the Worldwide mega-corporation Global-
soft, which is led by the ‘Killer Queen’ (Georgia King, Head
Girl), and the commander of her secret police, the evil
Khashoggi (Bertie Alabaster). Those who dare to stand
against Globalsoft's enforced conformity are kidnapped and
‘brain-stormed’ into submission. A group of ‘Bohemians’
seek to reinstate the free exchange of live music, Galileo
(Jack Headley) joins the Bohemians along with his love inter-
est, Scaramouche (Rosie James),  to find the guitar and over-
throw Globalsoft.

Through the old ruins of Wembley Stadium they find the gui-
tar hidden in a rock, and, with guitar now in hand, they per-
form a rousing rendition of the title song, 'We Will Rock
You', and conclude with a spectacular arrangement of
'Bohemian Rhapsody;. This ‘rocking’ performance, jam
packed with well-known Queen hits such as ‘Another One
Bites the Dust’ and  ‘A Kind of Magic’ promises to be a great
night out for all the family, so join our talented cast and
crew and enjoy ‘rocking out’ on Wednesday 5th March’s
matinee performance starting at 10.00am or Thursday 6th

March/ Friday 7th March’s evening performances beginning
at 7.00pm. Tickets are available for just £5 for adults and £3
for children from Forest Hall School Reception.

Victoria Owen
Student & Community Administrator

Tel: 813384

GUESS WHO I AM - ANSWER

Daphne Wallace-Jarvis  - secretary of
The Birchanger Wood Trust Please support our advertisers

       and mention that you saw their advert
       in the ‘Link’.
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STANSTED GAS SERVICES
07956 855328  01279 817581

STEVE KING

Servicing, Breakdown and Repair to
Gas Central Heating and appliances.

Installation of Bathrooms and Showers
Gas Safe Registered. Ex - British Gas

JONES & CO

Plumbing and Heating Engineers
Installation and Maintenance

Boiler and Cylinder Replacements
Bathrooms ~ Gas and Oil Services

Please contact David Jones
Tel 01279 815877 Mobile 07860 213760

Email djonesco@talktalk.net

.

Stansted Electric
From fitting a light ……  to a complete rewire

Partial or Full Domestic Electrical Inspections.
Replacement Fuse Boxes. Handyman Services.
Cookers, Hobs, Ovens and Showers installed.

For a Free Estimate
Phone Jim on 07921 908214

Telephone: 01279 816399
Email: enquiries@stanstedelectric.co.uk

heating and plumbing engineer

www.ks-group.org   Email: info@ks-group.org
Mob: 07810 876951  Tel: 01279 817011

KS Group Services include:
Boiler Service/Installation ~ Landlord Certificates

Plumbing ~ Bathrooms ~ Gas Appliance Servicing
Saniflo Installation ~ Power Flushing

Leaks ~ Bursts ~ Blockages

537856
REGISTER

N EWMAN ’S

Plumbing • Heating • Electrical

Tel/Fax: 01279 814437    Mobile: 07831 233681

Kitchens • Cloakrooms • Bathrooms • Showers

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS Est 1984

All Electrical Installations
Electrical Inspection, Testing & Certification

of fixed wiring & portable appliances
NICEIC APPROVED.  ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
Tel: 01279 771510 or 01279 652588
info@alburyelectricalservices.co.uk
www.alburyelectricalservices.co.uk

ALBURY ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Plumbing & Heating

in partnership with

Local, reliable and friendly plumbing firm
Phillip Knight  07985 640650
Luke Johnson  07845 315953

www.ljohnsonplumbing.com

Carpet Fitter

Ken Cabourn
Tel: 01279 815122
Mob: 07799 146181

Carpets & Soft Flooring

For a quotation please call
EST. 1969

CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CURTAINS
CURTAIN FABRICS

ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN BLINDS
FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE

Call Peter on 01279-812019
E-mail: peter@stanstedcarpets.com

www.stanstedcarpets.com
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BISHOP’S STORTFORD & DISTRICT
TANGENT CLUB (EX ROUND TABLE)

My first experience of a Tangent ‘Flog It’ was certainly a
night to remember!  There was barely a seat to be had as
just over 70 people attended the November event, held in
the Crafton Room.

It wasn’t just the heat in the crowded venue that produced
flushed cheeks when the first lot to be auctioned was
announced – a pair of ‘nipple warmers’!  Amid much hilarity
(and sometimes fiercely competitive bidding) numerous
items went under the hammer, from kitchenware to
Christmas decorations, pottery to posh notebooks.  It was
all for a good cause and a magnificent £600 was raised for
the local MS Society.

The irrepressible Sue Hitchmough and her helpers ensured
the evening went with a swing and the refreshment ladies
provided delicious teas, coffees and homemade cakes dur-
ing the break.  Thank you to all involved in putting on such
an entertaining evening.  Sue is threatening to organise
another ‘Flog It’ next year - see you there!

Yvonne Ayres
Photos by Sean Clark

Carpet Bowls - as this goes to print we are looking forward
to our first away match on 29th January at Quendon Bowls
Club – report in next Link.  If you are interested in Carpet
Bowls you are welcome to pop into the Clubhouse any
Friday evening from 8.00pm, you will be made very wel-
come.

Chris Bushnell – we have had to say a heartfelt goodbye to
Chris who sadly passed away on 21st December.  She was
such a courageous lady - uncomplaining, a great sense of
humour, a most competitive bowler and a true supportive
member of the Club.  Rest in peace Chris, you will not be
forgotten.

Doreen Scraggs
Hon Secretary

Tel: 815036 or 07812 483178
Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

BEEKEEPING

Now that the Christmas festivities are over, the beekeeper’s
mind turns to preparation for the coming season. Now is a
difficult time; the beekeeper bedded the bees down last
autumn, fed them well for the winter and protected them
from predators, like woodpeckers (who peck through the
wood of the hive and eat the grubs), to mice who find the
warm surroundings of the hive an ideal place to spend the
winter. We have also treated them for the dreaded varroa
mite. However, we haven’t seen hide nor hair of them since
then as they are now in a ‘cluster’ of about 2,500, ‘shivering’
to keep the hive temperature up to 90 degrees throughout
the winter. No going outside the hive until spring for the
bees. So we don’t know if they are surviving the winter.

So how am I preparing for the spring? As Training Officer for
Bishop’s Stortford Beekeepers Association it is my job to get
as many people as possible to take up beekeeping, and with
this objective in mind we are again running our
‘Introduction to Beekeeping’ course in April. At the end of
the course the student will be capable of becoming a ‘hobby
beekeeper’, knowing how to source bees, maintain a colony
in a hive and extract their honey for sale, through the gain-
ing of the following skills and knowledge:

Understanding the life cycle and role of each type of bee
Being able to complete hive inspections competently
Understanding the reasons for swarming and carrying
out preventative measures
Knowing the different types of hive and understanding
the advantages and disadvantages of each
Being able to build a hive and frames
Being able to identify common diseases and carry out
solutions
Being capable of extracting honey hygienically
Being able to source a nucleus
Knowing how to use the basic equipment

The course will be held over six weeks in April and will con-
sist of five two-hour evening sessions, and at least one
weekend practical live session at the Association apiary. It
costs £60, including Associate membership, all course mate-
rial (including a standard text book) and protective clothing.
So, come along and learn about bees – it is good fun even if
you have no intention of keeping bees, and if you do want
to keep bees but have nowhere to keep them, we have land
available at the Association apiary. Contact me for more
information, and to register for the course.

John Dockerill
Email: training@stortfordbees.org.uk
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A.C.WRIGHT
B U I L D I N G  C O N T R A C T O R S

Orchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 8LB
Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

M. 07540 145413   t. 01279 814097
e. mark@uniqueconstructionlimited.co.uk

• Complete Building Services • Reactive Maintenance • Build Project Works
• Painting & Decorating • M&E Services • Bespoke Projects  • Carpentry Services

www.uniqueconstructionlimited.co.uk

UNIQUE CONSTRUCTION

LIMITED

30 years experience in the building trade

Call Steve Lambert for a reliable & local service

Qualified & Insured    No job too small

01279 814716          07712619508

srlambert41@googlemail.com

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

www.lambertbuildingservices.co.uk

WOODSIDE BUILDERS LTD

K.A.HOWARD

Extensions ~ Refurbs
All Building Work Undertaken

S.E.PURSE

Tel: Keith 07709 313147 or Steve 0771 617208

STANSTED
 Fencing
 Driveways
 Gravel Gardens
 Shed Bases
 Houses Painted
 Gutter Cleaning Repairs
 Plaster Repairs
 Wheelchair Ramps
 Garden Gates Made to Size

FREE QUOTES Tel: 07831 589763

Property Maintenance Painter
 Patios
 Concreting
 Brickwork
 Shed Roof Repairs
 All Building Work
 Garage Door Repairs
 Flat Roofing
 Pressure Washing

Bishop’s Stortford  01279 654555
Edmonton  0208 807 3712

Tel 01279 812792

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

8 Mill Close, Elsenham

 All Aspects of Drainage Work
 No Call Out fee
 24hr Emergency Service
 Senior Citizen Discounts
 All Work Guaranteed

Call Free: 0800 955 2111   Mobile: 07956 843 289
Email: info@rodingsdrainage.com

www.rodingsdrainage.com

CLIFFORD BUILDING
SERVICES

 Honest and Reliable

 Over 30 years’ Experience

All Building Work Undertaken

Call Tom on 07526 824777

CALL 0776 4949189

New builds, extensions
conversions, kitchens

bathrooms, summer houses
outbuildings, patios, decking

and driveways

Est. 2001

Intruder, Access, C.C.T.V
& Fire Alarm Systems

Local family business Est. 1984
All intruder systems guaranteed for two years

Call Grant on 07775 673273

Telephone: 01279 494 596
Email: dcalarmsystems76@gmail.com
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MEMORIES OF THE CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

Driving up to Millway and past the Free Church prompted
memories of my time spent at the Congregational Church,
as it was then called.  I started at a very young age, my
mother’s family being staunch Congregationalists. They
lived at Forest Hall Farm and my mother told me how she
had quite a long walk to church on Sunday and had to tell
her parents what the sermon was about to confirm she had
been there. I recall attending Sunday School and the Black
Boys as they were called, which we had to walk round and
drop our pennies in the bowl they held, singing “Hear our
pennies dropping, listen as they fall, they are meant for
Jesus, He will have them all.” - for the little children across
the sea. As I remember there was a ship called the John
Williams that visited the islands. The minister at this time
was Rev’d Walker. I spent many happy times in the Lecture
Hall at the back of the church. In particular I recall the
Tuesday Club where we played table tennis etc. A person I
remember with great affection was Paddy Tee who later
took up the ministry at a church near Stowmarket. I was a
member of the choir for many years. When it came to ser-
mon time we used to go down to the pews in the church. I
remember (with some shame) writing in the hymn books!
The choir mistress was Miss Olive Tunbridge, a lovely lady,
who played the organ. Before it was electrified it was oper-
ated by a large pump which was manned by Norman
Adams, a great character.

My uncle, Robert Bunting, was the minister’s steward for
many years.  I recall him reading the minutes about what
was happening during the service.  A good friend was May
Jordan who was very good at organising entertainment. I
remember us on our knees, cleaning the aisle between the
pews and joking about going up the aisle together. We had
many meetings at the manse in St John’s Road where the
minister resided. I recall with great affection the minster,
Rev’d Walter Mason. We had a jumble sale where there was
a lovely pram which didn’t  sell.  I pushed it up to the manse
and left it outside the front door. Soon I received a message
from the minister to come and collect it. How did they know
it was me? Another minister recalled with great affection
was Rev’d Cecil Stewart, who was a great character. Looking
back, there were many good times and great friendships
were made, many of which endure today.

Richard Pollard

     1ST STANSTED SCOUT GROUP
     NEEDS YOUR HELP

We recently celebrated 100 years of Scouting in Stansted.
The group has around 100 members with some great lead-
ers offering fun, excitement, friendship and challenges,
BUT we also have a waiting list in both the Beaver and Cub
sections.  Therefore we are looking to start another Beaver
colony and Cub pack.  This will mean that we need more
helpers/leaders, so if your son/daughter can’t get in this is
the only option. Come and join in the fun at our headquar-
ters in Water Lane. There are young people missing out, so
if you can help in any way, please contact me.

Mark Gerber
Group Scout Leader

Tel: 07715 628201

UGLEY
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

Our November meeting saw the very welcome return of
Woodwind of Bishop's Stortford who not only accompanied
us in our rendition of Jerusalem, but entertained us with a
well-chosen varied selection of popular tunes including
songs from the musicals. We even got a chance to make our
own 'music' with a weird and wonderful selection of percus-
sion instruments! Our December meeting held in the
delightful home of our president Mrs Dorothy Wallace,
opened with the sad news of the death of one of our lon-
gest serving members Mrs Janet Watts. Her friend Edna
Wright paid a moving and very interesting tribute to her.
Our entertainer for our festive finale was Peter Gardini, a
member of the Magic Circle, who entertained us with jokes
and some brilliant tricks. He even showed us how to per-
form an illusion with two plastic drinking straws under strict
instructions not to tell anyone how it was done. Our mem-
bers and guests from other local institutes then enjoyed a
truly scrumptious festive tea, prepared and served by
Dorothy and her hard working committee.

Andrea Fitt
Tel: 815922

THEATRE REVIEW

Afraid of the Dark – Charing Cross Theatre
I heard about the play through my mother - one of her
friends saw it. My mother sent me a link which outlined the
plot and was instantly thrilled and intrigued. Most of the
play was set in America in the 1950s - a period of time that I
absolutely adore. I’m terrified of the dark and wanted to see

how the play would portray
the fear of darkness. I loved
the production: the clothes,
the language and the atti-
tudes. I also liked that the
play had no interval.  How-
ever, this meant that there
were five or so breaks for
scene changes where the
curtains would close, or
lights dim; scary music
played, props moved around
noisily, as they were placed
on, or taken away from the
stage. I thought this ruined

the atmosphere created by the previous scene, shattering
the illusions and tension.  Mark Rice-Oxley, a cast member,
was occasionally hammy and over-dramatic; otherwise, the
acting was excellent. It appeared well-rehearsed; everyone
seemed to know what they were doing, and I enjoyed their
character portrayal.  Seeing this play made me want to go to
the theatre more. I think watching a scary movie is nowhere
near as good as seeing a scary production. Afraid of the Dark
was directed by Ian Talbot, with music by Ennis Thompson.
The cast included: Rebecca Blackstone, Mark Rice-Oxley,
John Guerrasio, Charlie Anson and Julian Forsyth.

Lauren Nolan
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Tel  01279 817739

Mobile  07778 049063

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN

STEVE HALL

GARDEN SERVICES

website: www.thesecretgardener.net
email: thesecretgardeneressex@gmail.com

GARDEN DESIGN
CONSTRUCTION
MAINTENANCE

Friendly service...
No job too large or too small

Call Scott on 01279 899 005 or
07968 121 016 for a free consultation

References available.   Fully insured.

Gill Owen Gardening Services
Most Aspects of Garden Work

 Grass Cutting
  Pressure Washing

Any tasks considered –  try me!

No job too small - call me today
GILL OWEN : 07903 375225 or 01279 814616

STADIUM TURF SUPPLY

Tree Surgery and Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Seasoned Logs supplied
Garden Clearance

At Uppercut Trees we pride ourselves on our local professional
service. We deliver high standards of work in all aspects of tree and
hedge care, from aesthetics to safety, conservation and ecology.
Please contact us for advice or a free no-obligation quotation today!

Mobile 07703 308232 Office 01279 812553
www.uppercuttrees.co.uk

Uppercut Trees

* Qualified
* Insured
* Council Approved
* All Aspects of Tree work Undertaken
* All works completed to BS3998 Welding & Fabrication of Gates, Railings and

other Metalwork for Domestic & Industrial Purposes

Unit 2A Wrights Yard, Top Road,
Wimbish Green, Nr Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2XJ

Telephone: 07968 168 434

N W Brown Landscapes
All aspects of landscaping undertaken including
fencing, paving, turfing, pruning & hedge cutting

Nigel Brown
07917 611945  / 01279 507255

Registered waste carrier

Bareham Overy Partnership
RIBA Chartered Architects

01279 816040   www.barehamovery.co.uk
 The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE

 Residential
 Industrial
 Interior Design
 Project Management
 Planning & Building Regulation Applications

Turn ideas into reality .....

 Leisure
 Commercial
 Space Planning

Mike Hibbs & Sebastian Walsh
53 High Street  Saffron Walden  Essex  CB10 1AR

Telephone 01799 523660
Fax 01799 520651

Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk
 Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk
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BIRCHANGER WOOD
I hope that you have been able to get outside and enjoy the
fresh winter air. It has been a little wild of late but the sun
has been brilliant in amongst the showers and has provided
an excellent opportunity for photographing and enjoying a
walk through Birchanger Wood. To fund our woodland
maintenance, the Trust is selling logs on Saturdays 9.00am-
10.00am and 2.00pm-3.00pm from our Compound which is
located down the Public Footpath opposite 124 Heath Row,
Bishop’s Stortford adjacent to the Water Tower.  This is the
time of year to look at, and identify trees in the wood from
their dead leaves. Here are some of the most familiar trees
growing in Birchanger Wood:

Hazel Hornbeam

The hazel and hornbeam are small trees which are normally
coppiced. Some of our trees have been coppiced, and to
protect their vulnerable new growing shoots from deer, rab-
bits and squirrel damage, they have been surrounded by
'tree-baskets'. Ash is a hard wood, and they have been
growing for so many years we have had to pollard them for

safety. The silver birch is read-
ily recognisable from its
'white/silver' bark, but see if
you can pick out the difference
between their leaves and those
of the hazel and hornbeam.
Birch trees have only a shallow
root system and are usually the

first to be blown over in any storm. The horse chestnut pro-
duces conkers and has a completely different leaf from that
of the sweet chestnut which produces edible chestnuts.
Check out the difference in leaf and fruit. There are both
trees in the Wood.

Other trees in Birchanger Wood include the oak which has
an easily distinguishable leaf and is a very long-lived tree. It
has very hard wood and is eminently suitable for furniture
and was always used for constructing sailing ships in days
gone by. It is the last tree in the wood to break into leaf in
Spring and the last to lose its leaves when winter comes
upon us. The beech tree keeps its leaves on the tree all
through winter, although they do turn brown. When beech
is kept trimmed, it is a good hedging tree since it presents a
thick solid hedge and screen throughout the year which pro-
vides a haven to birds and small mammals all year round.
The field maple (acer campestra) is similar to the sycamore
tree (acer pseudoplatanus), however, simplistically, the field
maple 'Acer' does not grow much beyond a large bush,
whereas the sycamore variety of 'Acer' grows into a full-
blown tree. The leaves and fruit are also similar and both
varieties germinate easily and grow voraciously.

Daphne Wallace-Jarvis
                       Secretary Birchanger Wood Trust

 Tel: 812259
Email: dwjjwj_44@yahoo.co.uk

PET HEALTHCARE PLANS
We’ve been thinking for a while about how we can make it
easier for our clients to afford the correct, good quality pre-
ventative health care for their pets. So often we find prob-
lems like flea infestations due to clients using less effective
pet shop or supermarket flea products, or parents with
young children that haven’t been worming their pets prop-
erly because they’ve bought products online that were
inappropriate for their needs. We think we have come up
with a great idea; at the beginning of February we will be
launching our own Pet Healthcare Plans for cats, dogs and
rabbits. Pet health plans allow clients to spread the cost of
their pet’s routine health care over the year, just like other
household bills. So for a small monthly fee, the practice will
provide 12 months of flea and worm treatments, annual
vaccinations, two health checks with a vet, nail clipping, die-
tary advice and 10 % off the cost of pet food bought through
the surgery. The whole process of planning and providing
treatment is simplified and organised by us, reducing the
hassle for you. We will send text or email reminders to tell
you when to pick up your next flea or worm treatment and
to tell you when your pet’s annual vaccination is due. One of
the nurses can even apply the flea treatment or give the
wormer to make things simpler! Members of the pet health
plans will also be given special offers every quarter such as
discounts on routine neutering, dental procedures and pet
passports. The plans shouldn’t be confused with pet insur-
ance, but are a way of spreading the cost of preventative
health care that insurance companies don’t cover. We think
they’re a great idea and will hopefully make preventative
healthcare for pets more consistent and more affordable.
Pop into the surgery and chat to Wendy, Angela or Ollie for
more details.

Ilse Pedler
Mercer & Hughes Veterinary Surgeons

Tel: 813780

MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

The Garden Club does not meet in January so there is no
report.  Here is our programme for the next three months:

5th February Thady Barrett 'Pests & Diseases in the Garden'.
Members’ Photographic Competition for ‘The Green Bowl’.
Subject: A photograph of 'Through the Archway'. One entry
per member.
5th March  Paul Harrison '365 Days in the Life of a Bulb'.
2nd April  Mini Flower Show and AGM. Doors open 6.30pm.
All exhibits to be placed by 7.45pm. AGM at 8.00pm.
Our meetings are held at The Day Centre, adjacent to the
Library and car park at the top of Chapel Hill.  Doors nor-
mally open at 7.30pm for 8.00pm start.  Refreshments avail-
able before the meeting.  Everyone welcome  – membership
available or come as a Day Visitor, entry  £2.50.

Maralyn Harris, Chairman
Tel: 07919 478144

or via contact tab on website
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Mercer & Hughes
Veterinary Surgery

I N - H O U S E  2 4  H O U R  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E

Great Dunmow
01371 872 836

Chelmsford Road Ind. Estate
Great Dunmow, CM6 1HD

01279 813780
80 Cambridge Road Stansted 

Essex CM24 8DA

Saffron Walden
01799 522082/521406

14 Radwinter Road 
Saffron Walden Essex CB11 3JB

 FREE NURSE CLINICS NURSE ON SITE 24 HOURS  LARGE ANIMAL AND EQUINE WORK 
 HOSPITALISATION  FACILITIES -HOUSE LABORATOR  ULTRASOUND 

 ENDOSCOPE  DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHIC FACILITIES 

w w w . m e r c e r a n d h u g h e s . c o . u k Visit us on facebook

Stansted Mountfitchet

A Q U A T I C  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S E R V I C E S

www.h2oplants.co.uk

1 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 8LN
Tel: 01279 817899

Opening Hours:

Tue  9 am - 9 pm
Wed - Fri  9 am - 6 pm
Sat 9 am - 4.30
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