
Tel: 01279 813003   
www.lindenhousestansted.co.uk

OPEN ALL DAY FOR FOOD AND DRINKS

plasticsFAIRWEATHER

PA R T  O F  T H E  FA I R W E AT H E R  G R O U P

Specialising in Windows, Doors & Conservatories
FAIRWEATHER W I N D O W S

Fascias & Soffits, Guttering, 
UPVC Profiles and Fixings

We are your local home
improvement specialists, using only
the best quality products, sold at
very competitive prices. 
All products can be ‘A’ rated for
extra energy efficiency and come to
you with a full 10 year guarantee

from a FENSA registered company

PA R T  O F  T H E  FA I R W E AT H E R  G R O U P

Unit 7  The Links Industrial Estate, Raynham Road, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 5NZ

Trade Counter & Showroom NOW OPEN

Talk to a tradesman, not a salesman
Save Energy - Save Money!

call us NOW on 01279 813888

Are you looking to replace 
those draughty old 
windows and doors?

Or create more space 
by adding a conservatory 
or extension to your home?
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EDITORIAL
Spring was a long time coming but when the sun finally shone so did the daf-
fodils!  Stansted’s display, even more spectacular than last year, radiated a
warm welcome to the village.  A fantastic sight much appreciated by all after such a
long winter.  The better weather has also encouraged the cyclists out onto our roads.
Since the 2012 Olympic Games, more people than ever have taken to their bikes, the
roads and lanes in and around Stansted being favourite routes.  There’s been a lot of
publicity nationally regarding collisions between cyclists and motorists, some fatal as
in the recent tragic accident in London involving a young ex-resident of Stansted.  All
road users should be aware that everyone, motorists, cyclists and sometimes walkers
share the road, so care and consideration is needed, to ensure everyone’s safety and
enjoyment of our beautiful countryside.

'The Link' is fortunate in having a loyal band of regular contributors supplying our
magazine with interesting, often amusing articles each month.  We’re happy to re-
ceive submissions from any member of the community who may be ‘inspired’ to put
pen to paper, or fingers to keyboard.  Please don’t be shy – get in touch.  Who knows
it could lead to greater things!!

CIRCULATION:
The Link is delivered free to
over 3000 homes and
businesses in Stansted
Mountfitchet.  Further copies
may be purchased for £1
each or £10.00 for the year,
plus postage.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
by email (preferred), up to
300 words in a Word
document, please, to:
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk

or by hand to:
7 Blythwood Gardens,
Stansted CM24 8HG

5 Greenfields, Stansted
CM24 8AH

by noon on 11th June for the
July issue

Stansted network is compiled by
 Stansted Mountfitchet Parish
 Council.

Front cover photo:
   Lower Street by

Mary Howe
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Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk Mrs Anthea Lee
  24 Lea Close
  Bishop's Stortford
  Tel: 01279 656707

Meeting  Sunday, 10.30am

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Priest Father Joe White
 The Presbytery
 St Therese of Lisieux
 High Lane
 Stansted

Tel:  814349

Masses Saturday     6.00pm
 Sunday   10.00am
 Holy Days of Obligation  8.00am and 8.00pm
 Tuesday-Saturday  9.30am

Confessions
Saturday   10.00am
   and by appointment

Baptisms By appointment

            STANSTED FREE CHURCH
                Methodist / URC

                Chapel Hill
                www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Minister Rev’d David Keeble
Tel: 01799 522037
minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer
7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG
Tel: 814059
lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Preachers for June
2nd 10.30 am Ruth Parker - New Directions
9th 10.30 am Rev’d  David Mullins - Communion
16th 10.30 am Andrew Brown
23rd 10.30 am Gordon Doyle
30th 10.30 am Christine Heyhoe

The Place on the Hill
Our drop-in every Wednesday 9.30am-12.30pm is still prov-
ing very popular, with new visitors arriving every week. All
are welcome.

On Monday 10th at 7 Blythwood Gardens, we will be having
a tape and discussion. Our ‘At home’ is on Monday 24th
June at 49 Recreation Ground.  Both meetings start at
8.00pm and all are welcome.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
For some, June is a time for holidays; for some, it’s a time for exams. In the middle of the month it’s time for Father’s
Day.  Of course Father’s Day is nothing like as big a festival as Mother’s Day. Some would say it’s the retail trade and
the Post Office who want to exploit it for commercial gain. Maybe it is, but I like the concept, and not just because I’m a
father!  I think that anything that gets families to celebrate together is surely a good thing. So it is good to have a re-
minder in each year’s calendar of festivals, of the father’s caring role in the family.

Christians refer to God as Father. We take our cue from the Bible and especially from Jesus. When he was only 12 he
was taken to Jerusalem by his Mother and Father to celebrate the Passover Feast. They accidentally left him there, and
returned in a real tizzy to look for him, only to find him engaged with the Temple priests in deep theological conversa-
tions. His response to his parents was to say that he must be about his Father’s business, and he didn’t mean Joseph. Jesus
encourages us to think of God as our Father. The Lord’s Prayer starts with the words: Our Father, who is in heaven…

So let’s celebrate Father’s Day this month and celebrate too that we have a Father in heaven, and let’s make every day his
Father’s Day.

Rev Stuart Veitch
Stansted Free Church

ShalomShalom
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ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB

The winners of the last draws for 2012/13 on 28th April were:

 £100 No. 205  L M Gascoyne
 £  50  No. 157  Ann Lee
 £  25 No. 93 Lindsey Venter

Many congratulations to all 38 winners over the last 12
months, who all won a share of the total prize monies of
£2,500.  If you would like to be in with a chance to win over
the coming year, there are still numbers available at a cost of
£2 per number per month up to a maximum of five per house-
hold.  Please contact me for an application form or further
details. The June draws will be on Sunday 30th June in St
John’s Church following the 9.30am service.

Francine Cope
Tel: 814562

ST MARY’S CHURCH

St Mary’s Church is very pleased to be hosting the MMCC
Art Exhibition on 8th and 9th June from 11.00am–5.00pm.
Entry is free and everyone is welcome so please come and
support this show of local talent.

Audrey Rodgers
Tel: 812162

The Huw Johnson Club has been busy for the last few weeks.
We have had an evening of bingo, a curling competition be-
tween members and helpers, and last week we were at the
Chequers Pub in Ugley for a few drinks and some sandwiches
and chips. Thanks as always to the staff at the pub who make
us feel very welcome whenever we go there, even though we
take over a whole section of the bar! We are looking forward
to having Bishop’s Stortford’s Woodwind Band play for us in
a few weeks and Garry King is compèring a music quiz.

We had our AGM a few weeks ago. After nearly 39 years, our
Chairman (and co-founder of the club) Tom Johnson stood
down from his post, although he remains on the committee.
Tom has been a huge support to the Club and has played an
instrumental part in the Club’s success and its longevity. He
will still be coming along on occasional Thursday evenings
but all the committee recognise the inspiration and dedication
both he and Marion have given the club over the last 40 years.
Sarah Godfrey, our members’ representative, also stepped
down after over ten years in post, but Andrew Embleton has
agreed to represent the Club members at committee meetings
going forward. Thanks again to the Lentons for hosting the
meeting. We are looking forward to the summer and hoping
that the weather continues to improve as several of our eve-
nings are outdoors based. We are also starting to think about a
possible day trip over our summer break, so fingers crossed
the sun shines on us then too! If you want to learn more about
Club or would like to come along, do get in contact with San-
dra on 812627 or myself.

Katharine Collis
Tel: 461270

Email: kat_collis@hotmail.com

All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
             St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
             Tel: 815243
             Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
             Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
             Wednesday, Friday
             Administrator: Mrs Sally Chapman
             Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btck.com

Rector:             Rev’d Paul Wilkin
             Tel: 812203
             Email: paulwilkin@iname.com

Director of Anne Brooks
 Music: Email:  anne.brooks22@yahoo.co.uk

Church Hall Susie Ball
 Bookings: Tel or text: 07972 373994
            Email: stjohns.hallbookings@gmail.com

St John’s Diary
Sunday
8.00am   Said Holy Communion
9.30am   Worship 4 All (1st Sunday)
9.30am   Choral Eucharist (2nd-4th Sundays)

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
8.30am   Morning Prayer  There are services of
    Holy Communion on
Tuesday   the  first Tuesdays and
9.00am   St John's Tots  Wednesdays of the
    month in Norman
Wednesday   Court, Hargrave House
9.00am   Morning Prayer and Broome End
10.00am   Holy Communion Nursing Homes.

Monday-Thursday and Saturday
5.00pm    Evening Prayer

From the Registers
April

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

On behalf of Marie Curie I would like to say a big thank you
to the people of Bentfield Gardens who put envelopes
through my door, plus donations and gift aid.  The total
raised was £57.78.

Margaret Thomas

Baptisms
21st  Riley James Martin and Lily-Rose Mary Martin

Funerals
9th   Maurice Ingold aged 84  at St Mary's, Stansted
30th   Kenneth Needham aged 79 at Parndon Wood

HuwJohnson
Club

HuwJohnson
Club
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As stated in our submission to the Airports Commission dis-
cussion paper on 'Aviation Connectivity and the Economy',
we disagree that the UK is facing an airport capacity crisis,
which is damaging the UK economy.  Stansted provides
flights daily to popular holiday destinations but none to any
of Europe's main business centres like Paris, Zurich and
Frankfurt, because there simply isn't the demand for more
business flights or new routes to emerging markets. London
is independently ranked as the best city in Europe for doing
business and is regarded as having the best transport links
nationally and internationally. London's airports also serve
more passengers and destinations than any other city, clearly
demonstrating that the UK has neither an airport capacity nor
connectivity crisis. The overall demand for business flights is
declining, with overseas business trips by UK residents hav-
ing fallen by a fifth since 2000. The Airports Commission
has been tasked by the Government to examine options for
maintaining the UK's status as a global aviation hub.  An in-
terim report is expected towards the end of the year and final
recommendations by mid-2015.

Brian Ross
Economics Adviser

Tel: 814961  Mobile: 07850 937143
Email: brian.ross@lineone.net

Night Flights Unnecessary
The Government is currently re-assessing the need for night
flights at Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted with a view to in-
troducing new rules and restrictions from October 2014.  A
recent independent study showed that the cost to business of
banning night flights at Heathrow would be compensated by
savings made through health benefits such as reduced sleep
disturbance and stress. We believe this is reflected at Stan-
sted where most business flights take place during the day,
eradicating the need for night flights altogether.  A progres-
sive phasing out of night flights would also bring economic
benefits. Our submission sent to the Government cites medi-
cal evidence suggesting sleep disturbance may have an effect
on cardiovascular health; specifically, Ischaemic Heart Dis-
ease and Hypertension.  Another study highlights the adverse
impact of night flights on children’s education, demonstrat-
ing how sleep disturbance can seriously harm a child's per-
formance at school. Many individuals contributing to the UK
economy and society in vital roles suffer from sleep distur-
bance due to noisy night-time aircraft. The adverse economic
impacts have been under-acknowledged and needs to be ad-
dressed. The first stage of the Government's re-assessment of
night flights around London ended in April and the second
stage will take place later this year.

Martin Peachey
Tel: 870374   Mobile: 07803 603999

Email: martin@peachey2002.freeserve.co.uk

CONGRATULATIONS

Colin Finbow, a regular blood donor and Stansted resident,
recently attended the Crystal Awards held in Colchester.
Having donated blood 75 times he was presented with an
award acknowledging this remarkable achievement. His do-
nations could have helped save up to 225 patients!  Well
done Colin.

SAVE STANSTED VILLAGE (SSV)

As we write we anticipate that Bloor Homes (Walpole Farm)
and Taylor Wimpey (Bentfield Green) may well have submit-
ted planning applications by the time you read this article.  We
would therefore wish to make all Stansted residents aware of
how you can make your views on these applications known
when the time comes and monitor the responses being made.
All documents associated with planning applications are avail-
able to the public on the Uttlesford District Council website
www.uttlesford.gov.uk by following the link ‘Search and
comment on planning applications’.  Entering Walpole Farm
or Bentfield Green in the search facility will take you straight
to all the documents for either application.  To log in you will
need an email address and password and you can then submit
comments directly online.  Alternately, you can email letters
to planning@uttlesford.gov.uk or write to The Planning De-
partment, Council Offices, London Road, Saffron Walden,
CB11 4ER.  All comments must include the planning applica-
tion number. We will provide further information to you on
our main objections to these applications as soon as we know
the applications are submitted.

We would like to thank those who have already made dona-
tions following our last ‘Link’ article and encourage more of
you to do the same.  Donations of any amount, large or small,
are vital to cover the costs of our campaign to protect our vil-
lage from inappropriate and unsustainable large scale housing
developments.  Cheques made out to Save Stansted Village
can be sent to the Parish Council address below or to 20 Bent-
field Green.  Thank you once again for all your continued sup-
port, both moral and financial.
Email bentfieldgreen@hotmail.com
Post SSV Campaign, c/o Stansted Mountfitchet Parish

Council, 72 Chapel Hill, Stansted, CM24 8A
Tel 813214
Facebook www.facebook.com/savebentfieldgreen
Website www.savestanstedvillage.co.uk

Simon Thompson

At the time of writing, we have had the first two open days
for the Windmill in May and look forward to the three further
May openings, including National Mills Week. There has
been continued interest in the new Guide Book.  Looking
ahead, we are already planning for the Windmill Fête on
Bank Holiday Monday 26th August. We hope that good prep-
aration, together with all the help we get from the stall hold-
ers will once again make it the great day it always is. As most
of you know, each year many people donate items for us to
sell at the fête to help fund the upkeep of the windmill, for
which we are extremely grateful. The only dilemma we have
is finding somewhere to store the items. We need to avoid the
mill becoming too cluttered which could affect the enjoyment
of visitors looking around. We would therefore dearly like to
hear from anyone who has any free storage space, such as a
shed, garage, room etc that we could use for storage of these
goods for a couple of weeks in August before the fête.  The
mill will be open on Sunday 2nd June 1.30-5.30pm.

Molly Clark
Co-Trustee

Tel: 816768

     STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
     WINDMILL

     STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
     WINDMILL
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June
1 Sat St Clare Jumble Sale St John’s Hall 11 am - 1 pm
 2  Sun Windmill Open 1.30 - 5.30 pm
  St Mary’s Church open & teas 2 - 5 pm
5 Wed Mountfitchet Club Day Centre 2 - 4 pm
  Mountfitchet Garden Club Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm
8 Sat Skips Lower St Car Park 9 am - 3 pm
  Stansted Family Café Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
  Village Fête & Craft Fair Elsenham 1 - 5 pm
  Guide Dogs Quiz  Ugley Village Hall 7.30 pm
8 Sat / 9 Sun MMCC Art Exhibition St Mary’s Church 11 am - 5 pm
10 Mon Shalom 7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
11 Tue Link copy due in today before 12 noon
13 Thu WI Day Centre 7.45 pm
14 Fri Hill Chilli Sonia’s, 31 Chapel Hill 7 - 10 pm
15 Sat Stansted Family Café Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
20 Thu U3A St John’s Hall 1.30 for 2 pm
22 Sat Skips Lower St Car Park 9 am - 3 pm
  Ugley Midsummer Fête Crowns, Pound Lane  2 - 4.30 pm
  Vintage Tea Party Debden Antiques 3 - 6 pm
23 Sun Asthma UK Fun Day St John’s Hall 1.30 - 5 pm
  Gardens Open Manuden Village Hall 2 - 6 pm
24 Mon Shalom at Home 49 Recreation Ground 8 pm
28 Fri Garden Club Outing Meet at the Library 8.30 am
  Fish and Chip Friday   Day Centre 12.30 pm
29 Sat Stansted Family Café Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
  Music in the Park Hargrave Park 2 - 8 pm

VILLAGE EVENTS

Quiz Night
In aid of Guide Dogs

7.30 pm Saturday 8th June
Ugley Village Hall

£10 incl Ploughman's Supper
Bring own drinks/glass/nibbles

Tickets from Philip on
816396 or 07957 920087
All Welcome ~ Free Parking

S t Mary’s Church  o pen fo r teas

S t Mary’s Church  also  o pen daily

S tansted Windm ill
Open 1.30 - 5.30 pm

S un 2nd June

2 - 5 pm
S un 2nd June

Friday 28th June

Langham Hall & Wyken Hall
Garden in Suffolk

Cost £21 ~ Depart Library at 8.30 am
plus pickups in Takeley & Burton End

Mountfitchet
Garden Club

COACH TRIP

Call 07919 478144 to book

by talented young musicians

Stansted Carpets or Sonia Levy tel 815282
£12 adults, £5 children (includes supper)

UGLEY VILLAGE FETE
2 - 4.30 pm  S at 22nd June

... at Crowns, Pound Lane
 Free Parking - follow the signs

Adults £1 Children Free

White Elephant ~ Bottle Tombola
Side Shows ~ Entertainment

Fun Dog Show ~ Raffle ~ Jolly Jumble
Cakes ~  Produce ~ Books & DVDs

Teas ~ Barbecue ~ Fire Engine

SUMMER FETE
2 - 4.30 pm Sat 6th July

Hargrave House
Barbecue ~ Tombola
Cream Teas ~ Raffle

Bouncy Castle and more ..
All Welcome ~ Entry only 20p
Licensed Bar ~ Tel 817272

Over 26 stalls with Handmade Crafts
Bouncy Castle ~ Face Painting

 Raffle ~ Ice Cream
Entry Adults £2 children free!

includes a free tea /coffee /squash

All proceeds to Asthma UK

2 - 6 pm Sun 23rd June

Parking in The Street.
Programmes £5 (Children Free) from the

Village Hall or School.
 In aid of The Village Hall & The Guides

At least 10 gardens to visit

Teas ~ Plants ~ Paintings

Bentfield School PTA

Tickets £9 advance, £11 on the gate
Accompanied under 16s free

Tel 813626
www.mitp-bentfield.co.uk

Live music to suit all tastes
Hog Roast ~ Bar ~ Bouncy Castles
Ice Cream ~ Crêperie ~ Doughnuts

 2 - 8 pm Sat 29th June

 ‘S o nia ’s Pla ce’ 31 Ch a pel Hill

T ickets £12 includes fo o d
and first glass o f wine

V egetarian o ptio n o n request
T el 815282 816407 o r 816832

L o vely F o o d ~ G o o d C o m pany

In aid of Church Hall funds

7 - 10 pm
F ri 14th  J une

ELSENHAM VILLAGE FÊTE

Beat the Goalie ~ Pony Rides
Refreshments  ~ BBQ ~ Bar

Demonstrations by local Crafters
Hadstock Silver Band

B Stortford Ukulele Band (have a go!)
Entry 50p Accompanied children free

Tel 814434 for more information

1 - 5 pm Sat 8th June
Elsenham Playing Fields
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Pilates
1:1 Studio Lessons
- latest equipment

Group Matwork Classes
- up to 10 per class

Mobile: 07964 325783
Studio: 01279 813254
Email: tonepilates@btinternet.com
Web:  www.tonepilates.co.uk

 Strength without bulk

 Longer, leaner muscles

 Improved posture & mobility

Tony Boardman
STOTT PILATES © Certified Instructor

 Coordination & balance

 Well-being & confidence

 Rehabilitation after injury

the osteopath

Why live with your
aches and pains?

Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
who specialises in both structural and cranial
osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.

She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.
Her aim  is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.

To claim your free assessment consultation* call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371

61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH

*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change

    Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
   who specialises in both structural and cranial
  osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Email: osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk
www.hazel-williams.co.uk

50% introductory class on Fridays only (subject to availability)

Back to Basics Pilates Class
with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

7-8 pm every Friday
9-10 am every Saturday
8-9 pm every Monday

At the Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted Mountfitchet.
To book one of the limited places available please call
Hazel on: 01279 813371 or 07973 409675 or to find
out more go to www.hazel-williams.co.uk
Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

How are YOU feeling today?
We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:

Back Pain, Neck Pain, Minor Sports Injuries, Migraine and other Joint and Muscle Problems

 We are offering an initial consultation with a Chiropractor which includes a thorough
physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £50) on production of this advert.

This offer is also valid with our Physiotherapist

Guidelines published by the National Institute for Health and          Clinical Excellence (NICE) recommend the option of spinal
manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the management of certain       types of low back pain    www.nice.org.uk/cg88

20 Cambridge Road

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcel Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC.

And Associates
Registered Doctors of Chiropractic

01279 815336

HPC & CSP Registered

MRI on refer-
ral

BUPA and AXA/PPP Members of the British
Chiropractic Association

Digital X-ray available on site

Immediate Access
No GP Referral requiredStansted Chiropractic & Back

Pain Clinic

Dexa Scanning for Oste-
oporosis available

** Saturday morning appointments available **

20 Cambridge Road, Stansted CM24 8BZ
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Speaking to the children after the session and asking what
plans they hold for their futures, so many want to be doctors,
teachers and engineers. The youth mentors have seen the chil-
dren grow in confidence during the sessions, especially the
girls who at first would only watch but now take an active
role in the games, unusual in a country where sport is seen as
inherently male. Taking part in Magic Bus sessions has given
these children the confidence to imagine a future for them-
selves beyond that of employment as a labourer or marriage at
an early age; a future where they are educated, hold meaning-
ful employment and can lift themselves and their families out

of poverty. Magic Bus aims to give this opportunity to a mil-
lion children a week by 2015. This is an ambitious plan but
one we’re determined to achieve.  To find out more about
Magic Bus, or to make a donation, please contact me or visit
www.magicbusuk.org.

Ellen Brooks
Tel: 020 7922 7717

Email: ellen@magicbusuk.org

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor

You will recall in your last copy of ‘The Link’, May 2013,
page 19 that, under the sub-heading, Standing Room only at
the Annual Parish Meeting, a resolution was passed by a large
(some have rightly said “overwhelming”) majority that no
further development proposals, over and above 15 dwellings
within the parish, should be supported by the Parish Council.
This specifically included Elms Farm. Before the ink was dry,
the Chairman was stating that resolutions at that meeting were
not binding on Council.  I am advised that resolutions from
the electorate are not legally binding on Council, but they
most certainly do carry moral obligations.

Last night, Wednesday 8th May, the SMPC met to discuss the
Elms Farm proposals. Despite three members voting against
and three abstentions, six members actually voted in favour of
the scheme of 58 dwellings.  Not one council member men-
tioned the resolution, which the electorate had passed at the
AGM or what their electorate thought of the matter.

What price democracy?

Ralph Phillips

A MAGICAL JOURNEY

In August 2012, I joined Magic Bus, a mentoring organisation
working with children and young people living in poverty in

India. Having first visited India with The
Bishop’s Stortford High School, this was a
perfect opportunity for me to give some-
thing back to the people who had made
me so welcome on my travels. Magic Bus
was founded in 1999 by Matthew Spacie,
a Felsted School old boy, after he began
coaching some Mumbai street children in

rugby and saw a remarkable change in the children’s behav-
iour. Being part of a team inspired them to aim higher and
they went back to school, enrolled in vocational courses and
became mentors for younger children in their community.
From those first few children, Magic Bus has grown over the
last 14 years and now supports 250,000 children and 8,500
young people through an award winning curriculum which
uses sport as a metaphor for learning. The curriculum is di-
vided into weekly sessions which are designed to bring about
behaviour change in the key areas of education, gender equali-
ty, health and livelihood.

In November I was lucky enough to travel to India to visit the
Magic Bus programme and meet some of the children who
attend the sessions, and the young people who mentor them.
My first stop was a small slum community in South Delhi
where the weekly session was taking place with 25 boys and
girls aged 11-14 learning the basics of cricket. The playing
area was covered in rubbish from a community event held
there at the weekend but was cleaner than it would have been
if the Magic Bus children had not arrived early to the session
to clean up first - something they never would have thought of
doing before Magic Bus began work in their community. As
well as the rubbish, the children also had to share the ground
with a few cows (which are revered in India) as well as local
men testing out their motorcycles.

However this didn’t stop the children making the most of the
opportunity to play, something so rare in the lives of many
children in India. The young people leading the session made
sure that not only did the children have this chance to play but
within this they also discussed key issues affecting the com-
munity, in this case what happens if you get hit by germs
(represented by a cricket ball) and how can you prevent this
and help stop the spread of disease throughout the community.
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MOUNTFITCHET MATHS AND
COMPUTING COLLEGE

The new academic year will see some significant changes at
Mountfitchet Mathematics and Computing College. Firstly,
the name will be no more. The changes in specialist schools
generally (the maths and computing part) means that the
name no longer fits the focus of the school and therefore be-
comes a little confusing for people. Secondly, and perhaps
more importantly, we really feel that the school that lives and
works on the site now bears no resemblance to the school we
used to be. Therefore from 1st September we will be known
as Forest Hall School.  The uniform will change for those
joining the school, as will signs, logos and the website.
House ties will be worn by everyone. Many people may well
question the purpose of this. The answer is extremely simple.
For too long, we have had a very mixed reputation: those that
express opinions of how they remember the school or what
they have heard about the school (whether this is true or not)
and those who base their opinion on having visited us and
made their own minds up. One, as I’m sure you can imagine,
sits more favourably than the other.

We think it is time that the school was judged on its present
merits. This is a school which serves the local community
very well and which should be educating the local children.
Yes, it will be called Forest Hall, but we will still be the vil-
lage school in Stansted. We have a reputation for working
well with students with additional educational needs. We
would be upset if we didn’t. A small school will always at-
tract students who require additional support. However,
many of these students simply need to be able to access the
curriculum and once they can do this, they fly. The rate of
progress for some of these students is fantastic, but the ex-
pectation is that every student, no matter what their level of
ability is, should make the progress that they are capable of
and achieve the targets set on that individual basis.  Our
work with the more able students has been really exciting
this year and we want to build on this. The system of group-
ing students academically means that students are taught
with those of similar ability. In other words, if you should be
pushing ahead, then we will make this happen. Everyone
should be challenged at a level appropriate to their ability.

Forest Hall School will continue the ‘can do’ culture which
is growing every day. We have always been a happy school
and the size allows us to maintain a family feel about the
place. Everyone knows everyone and this means that chil-
dren are treated as individuals, not numbers. It also means
that we know what is going on and can deal with situations
on an individual basis. Aspirations and happiness are a real
formula for success. We are really looking forward to the
new year, but only so that we can build on recent achieve-
ments. If you haven’t been to visit us for a while, then please
do so. We will open up the school during the latter part of the
summer term (once the GCSE exams are over) and welcome
anyone who wants to visit. The more the merrier! Watch out
for these dates, as well as the Open Evening date in Septem-
ber.

Catherine Anderson
Headteacher
Tel: 813384

ROTARY CLUB OF STORT VALLEY
www.stortvalleyrotary.com

At our meetings, we like to include a speaker on a topic of lo-
cal significance and another on a subject of wider interest.
This month Terri Archer gave a fascinating talk on ‘NextStep’
which helps unemployed adults with training and employabil-
ity courses, followed by Alwyn Knight, a regular visitor to the
West Bank, who described how occupation alters the human
psyche in both Israelis and Palestinians, and the corrosive ef-
fect this has on both communities.

It is in this month however that we review our projects and
look forward to the new Rotary year starting in July.  The fol-
lowing are as many as space allows: Stansted Hall and Elsen-
ham Junior Cricket Club, Stansted Day Centre, Great
Hallingbury Friendship Club and Dunmow Stroke Club will
again this year receive donations, and the Birchanger Wood
Trust QR signage project which we are sponsoring and helping
with specification, project management and procurement.
Derek Crowther who is our lead with the Trust, is encouraging
the Scouts to be involved with installation.  The wood has now
burst into life and visitors are being wowed by the spectacular
wood anemones, and by the time you read this, the bluebells
will be out.  At the Bishop’s Stortford Food Bank about ten
parcels are being given out each week.  We understand that a
satellite distribution point is being set up in Epping using the
approach we have pioneered.  Seventy food parcels have been
given out since the project started at the beginning of February.
In May, the project group will review progress and the level of
demand before deciding whether to extend the current
‘satellite’ arrangement with the Harlow Food Bank or to set up
an independent Food Bank for Bishop’s Stortford.  We are in-
volved with many projects at Windhill Primary School with
practical help from members and sponsoring.  The Rotary Life

Skills Project is currently engaging our attention and the fully
equipped touring caravan is shown in the picture - we can see
tremendous potential for use locally.

Rotary provides the opportunity to enjoy convivial activity
whilst supporting a range of good causes; for further informa-
tion please contact me or visit our website.  We meet on Tues-
day evenings at the Lemon Tree, Bishop’s Stortford.

Peter Latham
Tel: 507294

Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net
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Get the most out of life

One session help with
smoking therapy

(plus support)
Weight & Eating

Confidence ~ Exams
Stress ~ Anxiety
Phobias ~ OCDs

Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Relationships
and much more

Cognitive Behaviour
Therapy

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.com

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,

Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

ESSENTIAL GEM

Mobile beauty therapy by Gemma Wright

All of your beauty needs in the
comfort of your own home:

 Waxing, Tinting, Manicures and
Pedicures, Massage, Facials...

 Fully Qualified, Fully Insured

Bare Minerals 100% natural make up
and MD Formulations Skincare

To arrange an appointment
please call 07921 522380

gemma@essentialgem.co.uk
www.essentialgem.co.uk.

Plus distributor of:

Head to Toe in Beauty

Tel: 01279 813413 or 07745 639554
Email: liz@stylemebeautiful.co.uk
Web: www.stylemebeautiful.co.uk

We are based at Foresthall Park
Appointments 7 days a week
Treatments available from £7

Trained by Colour Me Beautiful and
 London School of Beauty and Make-Up

 Colour Analysis
 Style Consultations
 Personal Shopping
 Manicures / Pedicures
 CND Shellac Gel Nails
 Spray Tanning
 Eyelash Extensions
 Waxing
 Facials

Stansted
Psychotherapy

sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

Freedom from emotional pain

Overcome life’s barriers

Feel better about yourself

Referrals welcome from health
professionals and private individuals

Tel:  01279 817976

Professional Coaching,
Counselling & Psychotherapy

Principal: Sian Lloyd
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist

Qualified Clinical Supervisor

and Bishop’s Stortford

 Orthotics
 Diabetic Foot Care
 Evening & Saturday Clinics
 Routine Treatment

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 652249     info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

Friendly, family run, boutique
beauty salon on the outskirts of

Bishop’s Stortford that offers
traditional beauty treatments by

professional, experienced
therapists.

Dermalogica facials - Hot Stone Massage -
Swedish Massage - Jessica Nails - Jessica

GELeration nails - Calgel nails - Waxing

01279 651613
www.beauty-barn.com

Wickham Hall, Hadham Rd, CM23 1JG

FREE PARKING NEXT TO THE SALON

 Hypnotherapy
 Hypnoanalysis
 Thrive Practitioner

 (creating a positive
 belief system)
 Become a

 in one session.

Also help with:
Feelings of Depression,
Anxiety, Phobias, Stress
and Weight Loss

Get in touch now for a
initial consultation
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Eventually in 1939, Hargrave House, one among several
houses, was bought by the trust and was opened by Queen
Mary.  The trust is still alive and well offering grants to needy
working women.

Having discovered who Mary MacArthur was and what she did
for the working women in those far off days, I feel very proud
to live in a small cul-de-sac named after her.

Mary Warnett

Carpet Bowls  Quendon Bowling Club visited us on Friday
12th April for a friendly match, where we came second!!  A
very enjoyable evening had by all, and we look forward to a
re-match at Quendon later in the closed season.
Opening of the Green and first match President v Captain was
held on Saturday 20th April, when there was a good
attendance and the President's team were the worthy winners.
Perrin Rose Bowl took place on Saturday 27th April –
culminating in Yvonne Sharp and Pete Clements in a very
close semi-final, which took Pete into the final against John
Pullin who then won the Perrin Rose Bowl.  This was
followed by a most enjoyable Fish and Chip supper.

Bowling for Beginners
There was lots of interests from within the village and
beyond.  A big welcome to all the new members and we hope
you continue to enjoy your first season; the sun has certainly
shone upon us all.  Please contact me for further information.

Herts & Essex Senior League: Two games under their belt
so far with very close results -  keep up the good bowling!
Ladies' Friendlies 2nd May was our first game against Much
Hadham - we lost by three shots overall and we will be
playing a return game at Much Hadham on 16th May.
Daniel Robinson Cup 5th May – another great game where
we play the second leg at Elsenham on 1st September – we
will meet them with two shots down so this should be an
interesting challenge. Thank you also to the many members of
Elsenham Bowls Club for your very kind comments regarding
Stansted Bowling Green - they were most appreciated.

Doreen Scraggs
Hon Secretary

Tel: 815036 or 07812 483178
Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

OUR ROAD

I have lived in Mary MacArthur Place for over 40 years and
have often wondered who she was.  I knew that she had a
connection with Hargrave House, which was at one time, a
rest home for tired and sick working women.

I needed to know the history, and found she was an important
figure of her time, known as ‘The Angel of the Workers’.
She was born in Ayr in 1880 and dedicated her life to im-
proving conditions for working women, although she herself
came from a relatively privileged background. Her father,
John MacArthur, owned a drapery business with several
branches in Scotland.

In 1901 she joined the Shop Assistants’ Union and within a
year she was elected the Presi-
dent of the Scottish District. In
1903 she moved to London
and became General Secretary
of the Women’s Trade Union
League.  When war was de-
clared in 1914, Mary contin-
ued her efforts on behalf of
working women. Unemploy-
ment amongst women was al-
ready three times as great as
that amongst men, and was
made worse by the numbers of

women who lost their jobs in the luxury trades.

Queen Mary established a fund for women, the aim of which
was to find employment for those thrown out of work by the
war. Mary MacArthur became the Honorary Secretary of the
Central Committee for Women’s Employment, which was
set up to administer the fund. It established a string of work-
shops, providing over 9,000 jobs for unemployed women.  It
was at this time that Mary developed a close working rela-
tionship with Queen Mary. In 1906 in her fight for women’s
rights, she formed the National Federation of Women Work-
ers.  Mary and the National Federation fought battles on two
fronts: the first to organise women into unions, the second to
campaign for laws fixing minimum rates of pay for women
working in the worst sweated trades.  Her life was dedicated
to helping the poor and disadvantaged to help themselves.

She married Will Anderson, Chairman of the Independent
Labour Party, in 1911 at the age of 31 and had one daughter.
Before her tragically early death in 1921 from cancer, Mary
MacArthur had often expressed concern that the ‘tired work-
ing women’, with whom she came into contact, had no hope
of respite or of a holiday.

Her hope was that a holiday home could be opened to which
they could go for a period of rest. After her death, a memo-
rial fund was started in 1922, named The Mary MacArthur
Holiday Homes for Working Women.
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Computer Users!
Mac & PC Repairs

Tel:

Domestic ~ Commercial
Office ~ Schools
01279 812524
07828 425944

j.freeman195@yahoo.com

GO-JO Quality Cleaning
Scrub, Polish & Buffing Services

Fixed fee will writing service

Home visit at a time to suit you
Tel 01279 505234

www.hertsandessexwills.co.uk

Single will £60
Couples £100

Computer Repairs for homes
and businesses

Repairs - Upgrades - Virus removal
NO CALL OUT FEE

OnSite - £30 1st hr, £20 per hr thereafter
NO FIX NO FEE

Fixed price on collection & return repairs
For a friendly and reliable service call
Mark on 01279 647196 / 07815011925

For more information
please call 07907 115765
or visit our website
www.parbookkeeping.co.uk

service to help with all your
accounting needs.

PAR Bookkeeping
Services
A local, friendly
and professional

Bishop’s Stortford  01279 654555
Edmonton  0208 807 3712

ECATERINA LTD
Domestic Cleaning Services
 Competitive rates
 Excellent References
 5 Years Experience

Tel: 01279 899668 Mob: 07789 732009
Email: lia2006london@yahoo.com

www.ecaterinalimited.com

FAMILY NEWS
13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

Foreign Language Newspapers and Magazines
(Irish, Spanish, Polish, German, Italian etc) also available

Wide variety of greeting cards, sweets, drinks & confectionary
We deliver 7 days a week

OPEN: Mon - Sat 5.30am - 5.30pm; Sun 5.30am - 1.30pm

Domestic Oven Cleaning

Using non-caustic, non-toxic products
in your home

FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED

01279 432444
www.ovenbright.co.uk

*Ovens*Ranges*Agas*Hobs
*Extractors* and much more

Fully Regulated Will Writing Service
Wills: Property Trusts: Lasting Power of Attorney

Member of Chartered Institute of Legal Executives
and the Institute of Professional Will Writers
Regulated by ILEX Professional Standards

Approved by the Office of Fair Trading

01279 260 068 Call for a brochure
Allen House The Maltings Sawbridgeworth CM21 9JX

* FREE Home Visiting Service *
** Discount for Senior Citizens **

www.thewillpractice.co.uk *help@thewillpractice.co.uk

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS

OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: deltaylor61@btinternet.com

Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &

Protection, New PC Setup & Training
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STANSTED FOOTBALL CLUB

The final weeks of the season saw both the First Team and
the Reserves string together some encouraging victories,
both at home and away, against opposition who were sitting
in higher places in their respective leagues. These results
were the reward for the players who kept working hard right
up to the end of the season. Our inaugural Club Presentation
evening was held to celebrate the achievements of the Man-
agement Committee, Team Managers and Players over the
season. Two awards were presented to worthy winners:
Chairman’s Trophy was won by defender Arron Clark who
had played in 41 of the 44 matches, scored two goals and oc-
casionally deputised as Captain. Players’ Player Trophy was
won by Mark Roach, again a defender, who had played in 36
of the 44 matches; of course this award is voted by his own
team mates. Congratulations to both players -  they were
worthy winners. The evening was a great success, and made
to feel more like one club when the Stansted Veterans Foot-
ball Team joined the party.

With the close season now under way, work on the ground
has already started: new seats have been installed in the main
stand, a planning application has been submitted to erect a
covered standing area (required by the FA), and ground
clearing of the area behind the goal is beginning, as we look
to turn this part of the ground into a grassed area. Players
may enjoy the break but this work is vital to ensure the future
of the Club as we can expect further ground inspections from
the FA during the summer.

Tom Williams
Secretary

Tel: 07921 403842

The Club managed to complete its refurbishments before the
start of the new season on 4th May. The 1st XI had a narrow
defeat at 2012 champions Theydon Bois and the 2nd XI had
a big win over Potter Street.  Home fixtures for June are:

Sat 01  1330  1st XI v Ilford Catholics I
Sun 02  1400 Sun XI v Furneux Pelham
Thu 06  1800 U15 v Thaxted U15
Sat 08  1330 2nd XI v Hockerill II
Sun 09  1400 Sun XI v Molehill Green
Fri 14  1800 U12 v Thaxted U12
Sat 15  1330 1st XI v Nazeing Common I
Fri 21  1800 U12 v Little Bardfield U12
Sat 22  1330 2nd XI v Thundridge
Sun 23  1400 Sun XI v Chrishall
Sat 29  1330 1st XI v Epping Foresters
Sun 30  1400 Sun XI v Little Hallingbury

The Club would like to invite anyone interested in scoring on
a regular basis to contact me. Any adults wishing to join the
Club should contact me; juniors should contact Head Coach
Keith Ayres on 814471.

David Hedge
Hon. Secretary

Tel: 812509

Firstly, many thanks to those Tennis Club members who
helped out during the weekend of the Stansted Litter pick - it
certainly makes a big difference in appearance to the places
which were tackled. The Tennis Club is delighted that the
courts have now been treated and washed. It has greatly im-
proved both the appearance and playing surface. Let's hope
the courts do not get such a battering with bad weather this
year! Hopefully, you may have noticed the hard work which
has been put in to make the Tennis Club garden look so at-
tractive in readiness for the Stansted in Bloom competition?
There is a newly dug flower bed and several hanging baskets
attached to the Clubhouse. If we get spells of hot weather, it
would be greatly appreciated if members of the Club could
water the plants if they look in need. A big thanks to Sarah
Hollis and Sandra Ayres for their hard work and enthusiasm.

Dates for your diary:
Pearce Adult Doubles Tournament
Sunday 9th June, starting at 9.30am.
Ladies' Nights
Monday 10th June from 7.00pm - all lady members are very
welcome to come along!
President's Cup
The rearranged date is Sunday 30th June at 9.30am. If you
would like to play, please sign up on the notice in the Club-
house.
Club Tournament
The draws for each event are now up on the Clubhouse noti-
ceboard. If you have entered this year's tournament, please
arrange your matches as soon as possible!

Coaching
If you are interested in finding out more about coaching at
Stansted Tennis Club, please contact either myself or Martyn
Taplin 816386 (Monday night adults).  I currently have the
following vacancies:
Mondays 4.00-4.30pm ages 6-7 (1 place)
Mondays 4.30-5.45pm ages 13-16 (girls)

Used tennis balls
£1 per tube of four from Jan Hollis telephone 812073.

Club Playing Sessions
Members are encouraged to attend these open sessions:
Wednesday from 9.00am and 6.00pm
Friday from 9.30am. Sunday from 10.00am

Contacts
Felicity Shakespeare (Secretary) 831771, Daphne Lunnon
(Chairman) 817574, Catherine Hodgen (Membership Secre-
tary) 656151. Website: www.stanstedtennisclub.co.uk

Chris Hollis
Tel: 319155

Stansted Tennis ClubStansted Tennis Club

UGLEY FARMERS' MARKET
10.00am-12 noon Saturday 15th June

Ugley Village Hall

meat, poultry, eggs, honey, bread, home baking
cheese, fruit and veg, plants, skincare, crafts, cards

Refreshments with cake and bacon rolls

Stansted
Cricket

Club

Stansted
Cricket

Club
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GUESS WHO I AM

I was born in London and spent my childhood in various
parts of Essex.  My father was a famous sportsman, and his
family were farmers from near Broxbourne. He was a flying
instructor, and taught me to fly when I was about seven or
eight. I had to learn to fly on instruments, as I couldn’t see
out of the window!  My mother was half Russian, half Dutch,
and I have three older sisters.  I didn’t enjoy school as I am
dyslexic - which wasn’t recognised back then - and my par-
ents often took me away from school to accompany them on
long-distance cruises, giving me a different kind of educa-
tion.  I eventually did an OND in Business Studies, and a
Preliminary Certificate from the Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants. Between jobs, 20 years later, I gained an NVQ
level 2 in Business Administration.

I worked for the family company for several years before
moving on to try other things. The job that gave me most
pleasure was running my own small business - The East Ham
Door Store - in partnership with a friend. Unfortunately the
late 70’s were not the best time for small businesses, so this
enterprise only lasted a couple of years - unlike the friend-
ship, which continues to this day.

I am married and we have lived in Stansted for 37 years,
moving here when the elder of our two sons was a baby.
Both sons have moved out of the village, but are not very far
away, and we have three grandchildren.  I attend three local
churches, and am a member of the local branch of The Gide-
ons.  I am also a Stansted Miller.  For nearly 20 years, I was a
trustee and assistant leader of The Kings Arms Centre, a
drop-in centre in Bishop’s Stortford for the unemployed and
homeless. Sadly it is now closed but I continue working with
young people as a helper at various local youth groups.  A
keen sailor, I have been a member of a sailing club near
Waltham Abbey for about 55 years, and I run one of the Res-
cue teams when races are in progress.

Claim To Fame? My parents once owned ‘Rookswood’ in
Nazeing, which later became the home of Cliff Richard.
Guess Who I Am!

Answer on page  37

DEVELOPMENTS

They’re coming closer, much closer than before
Hovering like vultures to clutch and claw
Others in their shadow waiting to feed
All hungry to profit from perceived need

They come wearing boots, hats hard as stone
Armed with development plans and an I phone
Men in suits with designs, dreams and aims
To build on our fields and clog up our lanes

More housing is needed, so we’re told
For young families and for the very old
With schools full, doctors struggling to cope
Can we squeeze in more folk?  Not a hope!

When the planners come to decide yes or no
Will common sense prevail? Let’s sincerely hope so
Else new housing won’t be necessary I fear
‘Cos most of us will have moved out come next year!

Loki

UGLEY WI

Granny's chips and a bun crown - not items from a WI tea
menu but just two ingredients from a most entertaining talk
given by Mr Brian D'Arcy RVM at a recent meeting. Mr
D'Arcy was a Yeoman Warder and curator of the crown jew-
els, and in the space of just 45 minutes, he took us on an
'armchair' tour of them. His tales of the monks at Westmin-
ster, who were found to be stealing the jewels, and the more
well-known attempt by Colonel Blood to steal them, were
delivered in a very entertaining manner. His fascinating talk
was illustrated with beautiful slides, showing the jewels in all
their historic glory, including the St Edward crown which
contains no less than 444 precious stones. What about Gran-
ny's chips and the bun crown? The Granny in question was
the late Queen Mother; the chips, just some of her diamonds,
which in an attempt to amuse Prince Andrew, she tossed in
the air and caught on the back of her hand! The bun crown
was made especially for Queen Victoria, and is the one she is
seen wearing in numerous images. Mr D'Arcy ended his en-
tertaining talk with a description of the ancient ceremony of
the keys which takes place every evening, when the Tower
and its priceless contents are secured for the night. Other
highlights on the horizon include a flower arranging demon-
stration by a member of NAFAS in June, and memorable
moments at the BBC with the well-known Brian Curtois in
July. Why not come and join us? You would be assured of a
right 'Royal' welcome! We meet in Ugley Village Hall on the
3rd Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm.

Andrea Fitt
Tel: 815922

STANSTED BUSINESS FORUM
Supporting local Stansted Businesses

The newly established Stansted Business Forum (SBF) has
now had three successful breakfast meetings at Linden
House and has got off to a flying start.  The meetings were
all very well attended with an average of 40 people from a
wide range of businesses in Stansted. The aim of the SBF is
to effectively and proactively promote businesses in Stansted
to each other, to other businesses and in particular to the
7000, yes, 7000 residents of Stansted! The vision is that good
local businesses which deliver good service and promote
good products at competitive prices will benefit from local
users. Reputation is all, and the SBF brand will indicate that
the businesses who are members share in this vision and
ethos. Full Membership is £50 per year and Associate Mem-
bership is a £20 per year. Whether you have a large or small
business, whether you work at home or in an office, now is
the time to join the SBF and promote yourself through the
promotion of others and the marketing of the SBF. Members
have already benefited in a real and tangible way by attract-
ing new business. Please contact secretary Peter James on
813318, email peter.james@murdochspropertyshop.co.uk or
call in to Murdochs Solicitors and Property Shop in Station
Road. We now have a number of members and we are ac-
tively involved in promoting businesses with our first event
which is the Stansted Summer Fayre on Saturday 6th July
10.00am-2.00pm in Station Road.  This will be a chance for
all our local businesses to showcase what they do, whether it
is crafts or other items. Stalls are only £15. Contact 810889
to book a stall or for further information.
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Karting win
The annual Karting competition was this year held in the
snow at the MMCC. Our two teams joined 14 other teams
with some weird and wacky designs, some of which were
hampered by snow build up on their wheels - unlucky! After
several runs around the course, the times were added together
and we had our first ever Karting win. Well done team.

Homeless night
As part of our Beliefs & Attitudes we discussed being home-
less. We then arranged a night under the stars sleeping in
cardboard boxes to see what it might be like to sleep on the
streets. A few nights before had seen a frost but on our night
we were spared from such hardship, although the insulation in
some of the boxes was probably better than my house! A few
hours sleep were eventually had, with the less tired waking
from 5.30am, thanks to a very loud quacking duck. Unlike
sleeping on the streets, breakfast was provided. Sausage, ba-
con and egg with beans - just what you need to warm up, with
everyone agreeing they did not want to ‘sleep rough’.

Flying high
A group of Scouts and Leaders took off for the day on a re-
cent trip to the North London Flying School at Panshanger.

We were introduced to and had a look around the Piper Arch-
er, which we would be flying. While some took to the skies,
others learnt about the aircraft controls and instruments, while
others toured the airfield. Those sitting in the front got to take
control for a short while. Lunch was provided, followed by a
presentation of Aeronautics badges and certificates. We left
for home hoping to return for more flying at some point in the
future. A chance to sign up as members was also available,
with several Scouts wanting to do so.

Mark Gerber
Group Scout Leader

www.stanstedlunch.com

At the time of writing, we have
over 90 people booked in for the

Lunch Group meeting on 22nd May.  Andrew Harrison, Man-
aging Director of London Stansted Airport, will be bringing
us up to date on the plans of Manchester Airport Group for
the Airport.  A full report of what he has to say will be in the
next edition of 'The Link'. The following meeting is on
Wednesday 24th July; check the web site for details and to
book.

Bob Lee
Tel: 758850

Email: robert@marketing-kinetics.co.uk

STANSTED SCOUTS

HQ 50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

From the mid 1950s Stansted Scout Group were considering
a home of their own, having used the old windmill since
1941.  Malcolm Treacher, the Scout Master, began a search,
and eventually a plot of land in Water Lane was purchased
and the unused Stoney Common Clubroom bought to be
used as the new HQ. William Robinson Builders, with an
estimated 200 ‘man hours’ and 100 ‘boy hours’ of help, had
the building ready for use, and on 13th April 1963 it was of-
ficially opened. Saturday 13th April 2013, to the day, was
our 50th anniversary.  Invites were sent throughout the coun-
try to the Scouts of ’63 for a reunion. Over a hundred people
attended, some of whom have kept in touch for decades. A
DVD copy of a cine film from 1963 showing the building
works taking place, along with a display of Malcolm's and
John (Sam) Salmon’s photographs of the works was fascinat-
ing viewing along with many photos of the events under-
taken to raise money.

At 3.00pm I spoke about the building and its major refur-
bishment in 2007, and then handed over to Malcolm
Treacher MBE who re-dedicated the HQ by unveiling a new
plaque, and cutting a commemorative cake.  A special 50th
badge was also commissioned, some of which are still avail-
able to purchase at £1 each.  Brenda Ryan (Group Chairman)
and her team kept the refreshments going all day, providing
much needed teas etc. Some outdoor activities were laid on,
and the afternoon passed as a great success.

As you can see from the following report, the present Scout
Group is strong and active, has a great leadership team, and
makes good use of their home. Anyone wishing to join as
Scouts or adults is more than welcome – contact Mike Byrne
on 812780.



www.highhousenursery.co.uk

Tel: 01279 870898

High House Nursery
 Children from 3 months to 5 years
 Highly qualified experienced teachers
 Emphasis on creativity and cognitive

development
 Established since 1985
 Family run nursery
 Beautiful surroundings, set in 2 acres
 Outstanding Ofsted report

Walking distance to Stansted Airport

Outstanding tuition for children in BALLET (RAD)

and MODERN DANCE on Mondays after school
at the QUAKER HALL, STANSTED

plus MELODY BEAR classes for pre-school children
to introduce children to dance & movement in

Stansted and also in Bishop’s Stortford

Classes at our OWN STUDIOS in Bishop’s Stortford
including Tap, Jazz, Drama and Musical Theatre

 + Adult Ballet and Adult Tap

For further details and a Free Prospectus:
Telephone: 01279 654423

Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

Mitchell School of Dance

Ballet (adults & children) Modern & Tap

Mrs Mitchell LISTD Dip   AISTD  AES Dip
Fully qualified and registered teacher

Dancing Displays   Examinations
Choreography    National Competitions

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
Birchanger Church Hall

Tel: 01992 812781

ADULT COMMUNITY LEARNING STANSTED
Why not take up a new interest and meet new
friends - we have lots of interesting subjects  for
this term:

Meeting Your Ancestors  16th April
Computers for Improvers  17th April
Drawing and Watercolours  17th April
Drawing and Painting  17th April
Upholstery 18th April
First Aid  24th April
Creative Writing  29th April
Supported Learning courses – apply at the
centre

Phone  813319 or pop in and have a chat at the
Peter Kirk Centre, St John’s Road

Find us on www.facebook.com/ACLEssex
Follow us on twitter.com/ACLEssex

www.essex.gov.uk/adultlearning

16
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St Clare Hospice supporters and fundraisers are busy once
again in Stansted!  First up is a Jumble Sale on 1st June at St
John’s Church Hall from 11.00am-1.00pm.  Donations of
jumble may be brought to the hall on the day between
9.00am and 10.00am, or you can call Gill Robinson on
815486 if you have any items for the sale.  Get there early to
bag the best bargain clothes, bric-a-brac and toys! Following

their fantastic week of fundrais-
ing for the Hospice in January,
the Dog and Duck in Lower
Street are supporting us from
10th -15th June by donating £1
from the sale of each Dog and
Duck burger sold, plus the pro-
ceeds from their quiz on 13th
June.  The week will culminate in
a family barbecue from 1.00pm
on Saturday 15th June when Hos-
pice mascot, Clare the Bear, will
be making a return visit and there
will be activities for the children.
Come along and join in the fun!

Ending the month on a high note, there will be a Family Fun
Day on 29th June organised by the Corr family to celebrate
the memory of their mother, Ann Corr.  The event will take
place at Loppingdales, Gaunts End in Elsenham and there
will be a range of fantastic activities such as bouncy castles,
bucking bronco, a children’s corner and unlimited ice cream
along with many, many other attractions.  Entry is free for
children but for full details, please contact me on 07528
520016 as plans are still being finalised.  Make sure you
don’t miss out on what promises to be a wonderful family
day!

Finally, Caroline Bore would like to extend her thanks, once
again, to those who showed their support at the Quiz Night
earlier this year.  The generosity from everyone helped to
raise an amazing £1,698 including ticket sales, the raffle and
a Heads & Tails game.  Pat Lightman won half the proceeds
from the Heads & Tails game, so very well done to her.
Thank you to the friends who prepared and provided a won-
derful Ploughman’s Platter for each table.  In total the
Friends of St Clare donated £1,748 to the Hospice with an
added amount raised from the monthly Kings Arms quizzes
won by its team.  Next year’s quiz date is Saturday 15th
March! We are most grateful for the ongoing local support
which helps to ensure that St Clare Hospice is able to provide
practical support and care for its patients and families in dif-
ficult times.  A huge thank you to everyone.

Sarah Calder
Community Fundraiser

Tel 07528 520016

STANSTED IN DAYS GONE BY

The photographs shown on page 31 of last month’s ‘The
Link' were taken in 1987.  Did you guess correctly?

The first part of the meeting held on 2nd April was taken up
with the AGM, where re-elections were carried out and any
business discussed.  All committee members have been re-
elected into post with Peter Brown as Chairman. The second
part of the evening, led by Peter Saunders, was spent recaptur-
ing notes taken from 1987, when the History Society was
formed, and the committee decided that older members of the
village should be recorded reminiscing about certain elements
of village life:

Family background and Health
Accounts of large families in the village as follows: Goslings
16 children, Gold 13, Levey nine, Bayford 14,  Bayford (next
generation) 13, and Patmore eight. Of course not all these chil-
dren survived; there was the First World War and the flu, scar-
let fever, and diphtheria epidemics that followed.

Domestic Arrangements
Before WW2 hardly anyone had a bathroom;  the norm was a
zinc bath in front of the fire, as most bathrooms were put in
after the war. As for toilets, some were no more than a bucket
at the end of the garden. Electricity came in after the war too.
There were accounts of Jessie Berry having electricity in-
stalled in the 1950s and Vera Wyatt in 1967.

Schools
There was a church school in Lower Street, and the council
school on Chapel Hill where children stayed until they were
14, most then going on to work or helping at home. If there
was a chance of a scholarship, then the girls attended Herts
and Essex and the boys Newport Grammar.

Holidays
Not many had paid holidays, so excursions to Hunstanton,
Yarmouth, Southend or Clacton by train or horse and trap
were normal.

Shops
All the interviewees were able to go into huge detail about the
shops in the village: Buntings fruit and veg, Tissimans the tai-
lor, Tedders the boot shop, Chopping the taxidermist, Savage
the barber, Spalding the saddlers, Mrs Blooms’ sweetshop,
Wrights the Bakers, Mrs Doe’s fish shop, Joey Tickers the
clock maker, Ecclestone’s Chemist, three blacksmiths,
Green’s stores, and Mascall’s the butcher.

Work
It was very clear from the reminiscences how many people
worked in service.  There are several accounts of servants’
duties and an impressive account of houses with a large
number of servants. Also there were shop assistants, teachers,
dressmakers, farm labourers and the Mica factory employed
around 50 staff. Amongst other subjects were the social scene,
the church, farming, the environment as well as anything that
the interviewees wanted noting.

The project today
We now want to carry out another series of interviews and are
appealing to anyone who would like to take part and give your
personal account and memories of Stansted and village life.
Please contact Peter Brown on 812816 and be part of Stan-
sted Mountfitchet and its history

Steve Leaney
Tel: 647177

St Clare
Hospice
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DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS
I n d epen d en t  F a m ily  F u n er a l D ir ec t o r s

&  M o n u m en t a l M a so n s

F o r  h elp, a dvice a nd a ssist a nce, plea se t eleph one:

www.drobinson.co.uk

24 hour Family Careline

79/81 South Street
Bishop’s Stortford
(01279) 655477

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth

(01279) 722476

146 High Street
Epping

(01992) 560890

Wych Elm
Harlow

(01279) 426990

Haslers Lane
Great Dunmow

(01371) 874518

Shire Hill
Saffron Walden

(01799) 523314

Serving the local community for over 100 years

Here for you,
whenever you need us.
24 hours a day

We have branches
throughout Hertfordshire
and Essex, for details of
your nearest call

01279 813219

www.dcpoulton.co.uk
R e s p o n s i v e  |  R e s p e c t f u l  |  T r u s t w o r t h y  |  A c c e s s i b l e  |  P r o g r e s s i v e

Experienced Friendly Staff

Adult Community Learning Centre
St John’s Road

Stansted CM24 8JP
www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk

Welcome Children
Aged 2½ to rising 5’s

'Children are eager to attend and
clearly demonstrate that they are
successfully developing the skillsthat
will help them in the future' (OFSTED)

For further information
please call 01279 814242

Solicitors with a difference
A new firm of Christian lawyers
providing legal services in a
professional, ethical, personal,
caring and sensitive manner

 Estate Planning & Administration
 Effective Personalised Wills
 Trusts for Tax Planning
 Comprehensive Tax Services
 Trusts for Disabled Beneficiaries
 Notarial Services

25b White Horse Court, North Street
Bishop’s Stortford  CM23 2LD

t: 01279 758760
e: alever@leverandco.com

www.leverandco.com

Managing partner Angela Lever has
been in local practice for over 14 years

HEAR ING  HEL P
U T T L E S FORD

For more information ring
01799 599790
 (9 am - 5 pm)

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids

 at
Stansted Day Centre

 2 - 4 pm
on the last Tuesday

of every month

Registered Charity No. 289280
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ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING
At our annual meeting held on 8 May, Geoffrey
Sell was re-elected as Chairman for the eighth
year, and he said “I have promised my wife that I
have no intention of emulating our first Chairman
William Fuller Maitland who served for no less
than 25 years”! Standing down from her role as
Vice Chairman, the Council thanked Catherine
Dean for her years of supporting the Chairman.
Catherine is replaced by Maureen Caton who will
also continue as Chairman of the Open Spaces
Committee.  Our finances remain in the safe
hands of Peter Jones. The Council hopes that the
coming year will continue to see improvements in
services and success in opposing unwanted hous-
ing developments.

AN UPLIFTING, IF LATE, DISPLAY OF DAFFODILS
After the long winter, the daffodils bloomed and
lifted spirits.  Still there is room to improve
further.  In some areas the daffodils have been
blind and, if necessary, these will be replanted.
The Parish Council would welcome suggestions of
areas which would benefit from further planting
(sites along Church Road are under discussion).
Carry on blooming!  However, please have
patience over grass-cutting as the daffodils cannot
be cut down until June so some untidiness is
inevitable.  Still, this is a small price to pay.

POTHOLES - ALWAYS A SINKING FEELING
Although Essex County Council has filled more
potholes than ever before, plenty more appear or
reappear.  If you spot a pothole (hopefully before
falling or driving into it), please notify
www.essex.gov.uk/highways or call the Parish
Council office (details on page 22).

ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTION
The election for the Stansted Division, which was
contested by five candidates, was won by Ray
Gooding who was re-elected to serve a third term.
Congratulations to our County Councillor and,
over the next four years, the Parish Council looks
forward to a constructive relationship to protect
and improve the services delivered to our
parishioners.

Given the many layers of government, it may be
worth listing again the main responsibilities of
Essex County Council.

 Adult and Children’s Social Care
 The Health and Well-being of residents
 Education and Lifelong Learning
 Economic Development
 Highways and Infrastructure

However, it should be noted that Essex County
Council is not the Planning Authority (which is
Uttlesford District Council) although it is a
consultee.

THANKING VOLUNTEERS AT THE PARISH
RECEPTION
The annual Parish Reception was held at the Day
Centre and is the opportunity to thank the many
people who, throughout the year, give of their
time to make this a thriving and inclusive
community as well as providing the opportunity
to meet, discuss and sometimes generate new
ideas and initiatives.

During the past year a new food bank has been
set up and Stansted Business Forum launched as
well as Save Stansted Village, an organisation to
fight unwanted and intrusive developments.  We
welcome this vigour and hope to support these
and other initiatives.  As usual our thanks go to
the Women’s Institute who delivered deliciously
good food.

STANSTED IN BLOOM
As we are all aware, the recent bad weather has
not been conducive to thinking about our gardens
in connection with Stansted in Bloom!  However,
Spring has arrived at last and Summer is on its
way.  We fully understand if you have been
reluctant to enter your garden in our competition
due to the unpredictable weather, but things
have changed for the better and we are extending
the last date of entry to 31 May.  You will find the
entry form on our website under the April edition
or you can call the office for a copy - 813214.
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information on Tree Preservation Orders up to
date. They aim to collect all the background/open
space related planning documents for Stansted
Mountfitchet and to make a more useful plan of
all the open space for which the Council is respon-
sible. We have asked them to review the open
spaces on the Mountfitchet Estate to consider
how they might be enhanced and if they have
time to identify the bus routes, cycle ways and
footpaths and to plot them on mapping to en-
courage residents to exercise and get out and
about.

This is a wonderful opportunity for the Parish
Council and Stansted Mountfitchet, and the Open
Spaces Committee are looking forward to working
and learning from the students. The Open Spaces
committee will report on the outcomes of these
projects later in the Autumn in the Link.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 2013
It is great that so many people are already regis-
tering an interest in having a stall at the Christmas
Fayre.  We will be able to offer overnight security
so no-one will need to set up again on Sunday, but
this will need to be reflected in the cost. We have
secured a food outlet that will provide a Hog
Roast, burgers, soup, tea and coffee, sandwiches,
hot dogs etc.

The WI have agreed to take on the Best Mince Pie
Competition organisation, which is great, and this
year, instead of evening performances, we are
planning street entertainers throughout the day.
The raffle is going great guns already with Peter
Hilton (Castle Lotus) agreeing to sponsor with a
prize of a sports car for a weekend!!! We are
about to agree the lights for Lower Street...... so
watch this space!!

However, we are having trouble sourcing gluh-
wein mugs, so if anyone has any good suggestions
or contacts please let us know.  By the time you
read this article, those who registered an interest
in helping with this year’s event will have at-
tended their first meeting.

Finally, just to remind you, Iris Evans and Maureen
Caton are supporting the Summer Fayre (see Busi-
ness Forum article on page  14) so any interest in
helping or having a stall please let them know too.

FINDING WALKS IN OUR BEAUTIFUL
COUNTRYSIDE
Following the hard work by Bill Stiles in preparing
maps and routes for walks in the countryside
around the village, the Parish Council is now
arranging printing.  Once ready the booklets will
be delivered to every dwelling in the village so,
provided we have a good summer and autumn,
there will be no excuse not to stretch your legs
(and the dog’s) and enjoy the changing scenery.
If on any footpath or bridlepath you meet with
any problems (overgrown, broken stiles or
signposts), please contact the Parish Council
office (details on page 22).

A new interactive Public Rights of Way map for
use by residents who want to find
footpaths/bridleways and byways in a specific
area of the county is now available at
www.essex.gov.uk/highways.

A BLOOMING SUMMER
Subject to some co-operation from the weather,
it is hoped that Stansted Mountfitchet will bloom
this summer.  To give a hint look for red
geraniums in the Memorial Gardens, at
Blythwood Gardens and in all our troughs and
tubs.  The hanging baskets will have mixed
sofinas and geraniums and, for a change, the
Fountain bed will display pink begonias.
Hopefully these efforts will be enhanced by the
efforts of businesses and residents.  Happy
viewing!

COMMUNITY PROJECT

A group of six mature students at Writtle School
of Design (WSD), who have completed a conver-
sion course on the basics of landscape architec-
ture before taking their Masters degree, will be
working in pairs from the beginning of June until
the end of August this year on agreed community
projects for the Parish Council.

Dr Liz Lake ( Liz Lake Associates, Chartered land-
scape Architects and Urban Designers) will men-
tor the students over the summer, who are the
top six students selected by WSD.

The students will be mapping all the trees on pub-
lic land to show which authority has responsibility
for their long term care as well as bringing all the



21

CCTV - HOPEFULLY WORTH THE WAIT
A problem with the siting of one of the cameras in
relation to being able to receive the signals has
delayed the installation.  It is anticipated that this
issue should be resolved before long thus
permitting the system, which has seven cameras,
to be installed.

ELMS FARM
At its Council Meeting on 8 May, members
considered the planning application to re-develop
land at Elms Farm to provide 58 homes together
with community gains of public open space,
community allotments and new footpaths,
cycleways and bridleways.

The following comments were submitted to UDC
Planning:

The Parish Council has serious concerns about
three aspects of this planning application:

1 Flooding – to be determined by the Envi-
ronment Agency and if the Agency accepts
the proposals then this Council will not ob-
ject on those grounds.

2 View from Chapel Hill – this Council has
consistently stated that it considers the
view from Chapel Hill across to Stansted
Park as sacrosanct.  There is dispute be-
tween the developers and the public as to
whether this view will be affected and we
seek hard evidence from UDC or the devel-
opers to prove that the view will NOT be
affected.  Without this, the Council will not
be able to support the application.

3 Parkland – a firm commitment is sought
from UDC, and willingness from the devel-
opers, that a legal agreement will be en-
tered into to protect the remainder of the
parkland from any development in perpe-
tuity.

Subject to a satisfactory response on these issues,
the Council looks favourably on the application for
the following reasons:

1 It provides community gains by opening up
the Parkland for recreation, the provision
of allotments, a footpath alongside Church
Road and public open space, of which
Stansted has insufficient.

2 The design is acceptable

3 It provides 40% affordable housing

4 It would improve what is at present, and
has  been for many years, an untidy site

If our three concerns are adequately addressed,
then the Parish council supports the application.

DEVELOPMENT IN ELSENHAM
By the time this magazine is published, the
deadline will have closed for comments on the
Fairfield planning application to build 800 new
homes in Elsenham.

If this goes ahead, it will undoubtedly have a
knock-on effect on our community, particularly in
terms of highways - think of Grove Hill, Lower
Street, Chapel Hill, Church Road and the B1383.

As part of the Joint Parishes Action Group, and in
our own right, the Parish Council has submitted
its objections to Uttlesford District Council.

FROM UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL
The council has set up a task group to investigate
whether the number of spaces in the district’s car
parks will be adequate. The task group is being
chaired by my colleague in Stansted South, Cllr Iris
Evans. It will start its work by examining the Lower
Street and Crafton Green car parks. I have seen
recent evidence that Crafton Green ticket sales
are up between 15% and 30% in the past year.

Complaints have been received that clients of
businesses in Cambridge Road cannot park, partic-
ularly on Fridays. At the start of May the Lower
Street pay and display section was totally full one
morning and had only six spaces a few days earli-
er. Drivers had to leave and probably park on side
streets.
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There are usually spare spaces in the season ticket
section, but, contrary to current practice by some
drivers, parking in the season ticket section with a
ticket bought on the day may lead to a fine; and
vice versa. I am hoping that the task group comes
up with long-term answers to parking in Stansted as
demand rises. Otherwise, we will face more and
more unwanted parking on residential streets
around the village.

(Cllr Alan Dean)

DATES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

22 May Full Council
29 May Open Spaces
12 June Full Council
26 June Open Spaces

CONTACT DETAILS

Clerk - Ruth Clifford.   Admin Assist - Anne Court
Email:  parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214  10am - 1pm
www.stansted.net

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Margaret Ambrose 814675
   maggielincoln@aol.com
Maureen Caton 813914
(Vice Chairman) m.caton@hotmail.co.uk
Nigel Collingwood 813428
        njcollingwood@hotmail.co.uk
Catherine Dean 813579
  catherinemarydean@btinternet.com
Samantha Dunn 810859
   samanthadunn@talktalk.net
Jo Freeman  812524
   j.freeman195@yahoo.com
Bridget Gott  814440
John Hudson  814489
          john@hudson8889.fsnet.co.uk
Peter Jones  813252
   peter@lowerstreet.com
Denise Oliver  814335
   denise@olivers.uk.com.

Frances Richards 812748
   frannie.richards@gmail.com
John Salmon  814789
   sam@salmonfamily.me.uk
John Savopoulos 817687
   johnsav8@gmail.com
Geoffrey Sell  815925
(Chairman)   sellgeoffrey@yahoo.co.uk
Valerie Trundle 813433
   prtvrt@btinternet.com

Uttlesford District Council Members

Alan Dean  813579
   cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk
Iris Evans  815848
   cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk
John Salmon  814789
  cllrsalmon@uttlesford.gov.uk
Joe Rich  813112
   cllrrich@uttlesford.gov.uk

Essex County Council Member

Ray Gooding   813103
   cllr.ray.gooding@essexcc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament

The Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP
Tel:  0207 219 5214/Fax: 0207 219 5600
            alan.haselhurst.mp@parliament.uk

Police - PC Tom Bastendorff - Non-emergency
 101
PCSO (Stuart Stranger)   Tel: 07989 174801

Neighbourhood Watch
www.stanstednhw.org.uk

Parish Public Transport Representatives

Valerie Trundle   -     813433
Joy Thomas     -     813871
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Parkinson's UK  Contact: Kathy West Tel: 816293
Uttlesford Support Group Email:kewest@btinternet.com

Pilots (age 5-18)  Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

Rainbow Pre-School Gill Pursglove (Administrator)
   Tel: 07968 347176
           Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

Rainbow Tots   Tina South
(age 1½-rising 3)  Tel: 814371

Rainbows  Sue Pollard Tel: 813734

Rotary Club  Peter Latham Tel: 507294
   Email: yp.latham@tiscali.co.uk

Royal British Legion John Segar Tel: 813289

Scouts   Mike Byrne
(age 10½ -14)  Tel: 812780

Shotokan Karate Ryu Donna Ring Tel: 731752
   Email: skr@skr.org.uk

Spangles   Tel: 812348
 Children’s Centre

Stansted Family Café Ros Page Tel: 810813
                Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com

Stansted Football Club Tom Williams Tel: 07921 403842

Tennis Club  Daphne Lunnon Tel: 817574
   Email: drlunnon@gmail.com

Thornbury   Marion or Shirley
Badminton Club  Tel: 869896 or 815871

U3A   Christine
   Chair Tel: 817587

Women’s Institute Judy Colliver
(Stansted)  President Tel: 812470

Women’s Institute Dorothy Wallace
(Ugley)                               President Tel: 850215

Whoosh Explore  Helen and Peter Nash
 Canoe Club   Tel: 817453

Youth Centre  Linda Barnes
   Tel: 01371 873156/
   07920 466 923

Note: This list will be updated as and when we learn of any
changes.  If you would like the details of your organisation to
be added please let us know.  (Contact details on page 1.)

Alzheimers Society Tel: 01371 872519

Air Training Corps Tel: 681559/661929
494 Squadron  Email: 494@aircadets.org

Beavers   David South
Age 6-8   Tel: 814371

Bowls Club  Doreen Scraggs
   Hon Secretary Tel: 815036
   Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

Brownies/Guides  Glynis Prothero
   District Administrator
                    Tel: 814145

CAB   Tel: 08444 775986

Corkers Netball  Lisa Menzella
                     Tel: 07827 988732

Cricket Club (adults) David Hedge Tel: 812509
        (juniors) Keith Ayres Tel: 814471

Cub Scouts  Roger Musgrove
Age 8-10½  Tel: 816172

Day Centre  Tel: 815091

Explorer Scouts  Fintan Lambe
    Tel: 817937

Friends of St Mary's Audrey Rodgers
 Church   Tel: 812162

Garden Club  Maralyn Harris
   Chairman  Tel: 07919 478144

Grove Cottage  David Scott Tel: 656085

Helpline   Tel: 07704 553727

History Society  Peter Brown
   Chairman Tel: 812816

Huw Johnson Club Katharine Collis   Tel: 4612710
    Email: kat_collis@hotmail.com

Inner Wheel Club  Lynn Rutt, President Tel: 654537

Little Scrummers  Andrew Poyser Tel: 07738 591232

Millers (Windmill) Derek Honour Tel: 647213

Mountfitchet Club  John Robinson Tel: 812755

Music Club  Sonia Levy Tel: 815282
Email: info@musicatstansted.com

NCT   Anna Sedgbeer Tel: 812257

Neighbourhood Watch Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in ‘The Link’,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the details to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.  Details
must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
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A&I Electrical

All Electrical
Installations and

Repairs

New Fuse Boards
and Rewires

 Tel 07711 202423

J.D.W.
Gas heating Specialist

Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns

of  Central Heating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing

Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out
Gas Safe Registered

Ex. British Gas

Co nta ct J ulia n
1 Ch urch  Hill Co rner

T el 01279 816083
o r 07967 366585

Regular cleaning, maintenance
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment

Crystal Clear
Pond Services
Pond Cleaning &

Maintenance

 Pond Cleaning
 Pond Restoration
 Water Features
 Pond Supplies

For a clean and healthy
pond all year round.

Free estimates & quotes

01279 812011
07999 536580

www.crystalclearponds.co.uk
info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

NICK SHUTES
Painting and Decorating Ltd

High quality interior and
exterior redecoration

All woodwork repairs and replacements
including fascias, soffits and cladding

01799 542385
or 07885 778213

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

Greenways Financial Planning

Professional friendly advice
on

Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgages
 Life Assurance ~ Critical Illness
 Income Protection ~ Annuities

Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622

e-mail dturner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

Tees Financial is well placed to provide
comprehensive and professional advice on all
personal financial planning matters, specialising in
retirement planning, investments, trust and portfolio
management, care fees and equity release.

Tees Financial is the trading name of Tee Financial plc and
is a firm of Independent Financial Advisers and is authorised
and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

Planning for
Tomorrow Today

For an initial no-obligation meeting, please contact
Kersi Deboo on 01279 713390 or

kersid@teesfinancial.com

6 High Street, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 3LU
         Tel: 01279 658304  Fax: 01279 757672

www.teesfinancial.com

Anthony Freeman
Plumbing & Heating
From taps to bathroom installation

gas leaks to full central heating systems
Whatever your plumbing or heating problem –

we will solve it
Working locally since 2004

All work fully insured and guaranteed
Call & we will respond – fast!

01799 542920 or
07816 355483
Gas safe Reg. No. 536837
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I have heard various worries expressed about microchips and,
as with most things, there seems to be a few internet horror
stories about them! In general microchips do not set off on
travels around the body; the most I’ve known them do is slip
down the shoulder a bit. They don’t in general stop working. I
think I have seen two cases in 20 years and they don’t set off
supermarket bar code readers; who started this rumour?!
Implanting the microchip is quick, painless and can be done by
one of our nurses at flexible appointments throughout the day
at the surgery; just give us a ring to book in.

Ilse Pedler
Mercer & Hughes Veterinary Surgery

Tel: 813780

www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk
Our themes for the summer term are based on growth and life
cycles. The children are looking at the stories of ‘The Hungry
Caterpillar’ and ‘Danny’s Duck’. We have some caterpillars
that we are hoping will change into butterflies. The children
are waiting to see what is going to emerge from our other
eggs. They have made various predictions of birds, dinosaurs
and spiders. They are eagerly waiting to see if they are right.
Following this theme we had a visit from Lynette of ’Zoolab’
who brought in some amazing snakes, snails, spiders, rats, her-
mit crabs and millipedes for the older group to look at  and, in
some cases, touch. All the children are enjoying the warmer
weather and love being outside in the playground. Winners of
the Easter Bonnet competition were Isabel Hayter from the
Older Group and Maisie Hutson from the Younger Group.
Congratulations and well done to all the children who took
part. Many thanks to Intercounty for providing the prizes.

By the time you read this we will have had our Funday and
fingers are crossed for a fine day as we had last year. The com-
mittee are also organising a craft morning for the half term on
Thursday 30th May, 10 until 11.30am at the Peter Kirk Adult
Community Learning Centre Hall. For further information,
please contact Simone Teese on the email address below.
Rainbow Pre-School takes children from 2½ years to rising
five.  If you are interested in applying for a place for your
child, please visit our website for details.  You need to put
your child’s name down now, however young, to ensure a
place.  Places for September 2013 and 2014 are filling up fast!

Gill Pursglove
Administrator

Tel: 814242
Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

SKYWATCH

There is an understanding that the Moon (and anywhere else
in the Universe) will never be ‘claimed’ by any country or
organisation. Further than that, it has been decided that the
‘events’ we have inflicted on the Moon will not be disturbed
by further probes. The six locations of the Moon landings are
clearly the most noticeable but there were many ‘probes’ sent
to the Moon by the USA and the then USSR. The very early
flights were just to see if anything could get there at all fol-
lowed with learning how to hit a precise spot. I remember
seeing one of the first probes that had a television camera as
it approached the Moon and then the sudden blackness as the
whole craft slammed in to solid Moon, which is called the
regolith.

We still send probes to the Moon now and again because we
can carry equipment that can tell us more about the Moon,
especially whether it is the same all through. Most recently
two probes were sent to the Moon’s North Pole and for a very
interesting reason; the pole has been in continuous darkness
for a few million years and is thus very cold. The first probe
was to smash in to the pole to release whatever was released
and the other was to find out what it is made of. We know
from the Moon landings that the regolith is different in differ-
ent areas. But the North has released quite a few surprises
and the greatest is a high amount of the element Mercury,
which, as I am sure you know, is liquid at room temperature.
It is also very poisonous, but if you have ever had the chance
to roll it around in a tray you will see why it is nicknamed
quicksilver.  But on this particular North Pole, mercury is as
solid as iron. Down on Earth, Mercury is not plentiful and is
also very expensive, and there might well be people who
would like to get hold of the Moon’s metal. It might happen
one day, but popping up to the Moon’s North Pole with an
empty container and toddling back is going to take a long
time. My apologies for no Skywatch last month, it was a gen-
uine emergency, but thanks again to the people who stop me
to ask about something in the sky.

Martin West
Mooncraft Productions

Tel: 813514

IMMINENT DOG REGULATION

As mentioned in last month’s ‘The Link’, it is likely to be-
come the law by 2016 that all dogs will have to be implanted
with a microchip and registered through a microchip compa-
ny. A microchip is a tiny device about 2mm long that is in-
jected into the skin at the back of a dog’s neck. When read
with a microchip scanner, it displays a number, which can
then be relayed to the microchip company who will be able to
look up the details of the owner and dog on their database.
All rescue centres, dog wardens and veterinary surgeons have
microchip scanners, so in theory all stray dogs should be able
to be reunited with their owners. A microchip is also a pre-
requisite for obtaining a pet passport for travel abroad. At
Mercer and Hughes we are working with Uttlesford District
Council in offering free microchipping for dogs at the present
time. Unfortunately this only applies to dogs, (although for
you cat owners out there it is equally important) and it is only
for dogs resident in Uttlesford. Bishops Stortford residents
are advised to contact East Herts District Council for advice.

CAMMAS HALL FRUIT FARM
Between Hatfield Broad Oak & White Roding CM22 7JT

Open mid June - end September
 9 am - 6 pm daily

EXCEPT Mondays unless a Bank Holiday
(please call for June openings)

For more information tel 01279 718777
or see www.chff.co.uk

 Seasonal Produce ~ Café ~ Children’s Play Area
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Do-It-4U
General Handyman

Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance

  Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
  Drain Blockages Cleared
  Gardens Tidied & Maintained
  Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
  Fences Erected & Repaired
  Gutters Cleaned,  Repaired  or  Replaced
  Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel  01279  814411    Mobile  07774  877320

Pest Control & Prevention

 Ants, Bed Bugs
 Bees, Cockroaches
 Fleas, Flies, Foxes
 Mice, Moles, Moths
 Pigeons, Rats, Rabbits
 Squirrels, Wasps

www.h2oplants.co.uk

H2O Plants Environmental Services

Office: 01279 216538  Mobile: 07958 304744

Commercial and domestic works carried out
by fully trained, insured and discreet staff

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

 Extensions
 Kitchens
 Doors & Locks
 Windows
 Bespoke joinery
 Summer Houses
 Decking
 Soundproofing

Fully Insured and
Guaranteed

Nick Whitaker
Tel: 01279 813690

Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@googlemail.com

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)

 Malcolm or Neil Bonney on
 01279 813315 or 815946

MOT Testing
Diesel &

D I A G N O S T I C  WO R K  A V A I L A B L E

Guaranteed Workmanship

PLEASE RING

34 The Street, Manuden CM23 1DQ

Calor Gas
Stockist

 Free collection & delivery in local area

Familiar with
most makes of
vehicles including
four wheel drives

Exceptional standard of accommodation

ETB 4 Diamond Rating with Silver Award

All guest rooms have ensuite facilities

Free WiFi in all rooms

Open All Year

Iain & Selina Rankin
Chimneys

44 Lower Street, Stansted,
Essex   CM24 8LR

Tel: 01279 813388
Email:  info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk
Web:  www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

Interior & Exterior Repairs
& Maintenance

 General Building Maintenance
 Carpentry, Flooring, Plumbing Repairs
 Garden Maintenance
 Fencing, Patios, Decking
 Painting & Decorating
 Tiling, Plastering
 Flat Pack Assembly
 Sheds & Sectional Buildings Erected
 Kitchens, Bathrooms

E-mail: jfhandymanservices@live.co.uk
Blythwood Gardens, Stansted

No Job Too Small!
Contact James for a free,

no obligation quote

01279 812 941
8 Station Road  Stansted

NEW CHINA GARDEN

 Chinese (Peking, Szechuan, Cantonese)
 Thai
 Malaysian
 Oriental Vegetarian Cuisine
Healthy Eating with less MSG

Multi Selection Menu specialising in:

Also try Eddie Ho's FISH & CHIPS next door
Tel 01279 817 307

Under new management by Eddie Ho,
the original owner since 1977
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MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

The first meeting of the new 2013-14 season opened with a
talk about ‘The Gardens of the Italian Lakes’. The Club wel-
comed back Mr Robin Carsberg who took us on a journey
around Lakes Como, Garda and Maggiore with a slight diver-
sion into the Dolomites to see the dramatic scenery found in
that area.   The backdrop of the Alps and the humidity of the
lakes have created a micro-climate giving ideal growing con-
ditions for exotic trees and shrubs and florid vegetation from
all over the world.  The mainland gardens as well as the
‘island’ gardens in this region demonstrate the various horti-
cultural traditions of the Italian Lakes. Over the centuries
magnificent renaissance and baroque gardens in the formal
Italian style, 18th century gardens influenced by French de-
sign, and romantic parks in the English landscape taste, have
developed around fairytale-like villas and palaces with
breath-taking views over the lakes and mountains.

Here are some of the highlights of our tour: starting at Lake
Como at the village of Tremezzo we were shown the gardens
of the elegant 18th century Villa Carlotta which overlooks
the lake.  Rhododendrons and azaleas (over 170 varieties)
flower in the spring.  The gardens cover 17 acres and are
home to English-style parkland, a fern garden, a bamboo gar-
den and a rock garden. We moved on to Lake Maggiore, the
largest of the Italian lakes, and two of its island gardens.  The
palace on Isola Madre is surrounded by an 8 hectare garden
constructed all’Inglese (in the English style). Colourful
spring flowering shrubs grow in profusion; then later in the
season the scala dei morti, or staircase of the dead, pergolas
are covered with ancient wisterias.  White peacocks (who are
pleased to pose for photographs!) roam amongst the rare and
exotic plants which grow throughout the landscaped garden.

The garden found on Isola Bella is a complete contrast.  De-
scending from a Baroque palace, there are majestic Italianate
gardens in the form of a series of terraces which are planted
with roses, oleanders and pomegranates which descend to the
lakeside.  The island gardens in Lake Garda differ from each
other too.  Isola del Garda is the largest island in Lake Garda
and surrounding a stunning villa, built over 100 years ago, a
beautiful garden was created. Here exotic plants, cacti and
agaves grow surrounded by woods of pines, cypresses, aca-
cias and lemon trees. A visit to this corner of Italy was highly
recommended.

June Meeting
‘How to grow and show Dahlias’ by Mr Dave Spencer.
Wednesday 5th June at the Day Centre.  Doors open 7.30pm
for 8.00pm start.  Refreshments available prior to talk.

Coach Trip
Friday 28th June visiting The Walled Garden at Langham
Hall (Bellflower Nursery [National collection of alpine cam-
panulas] and Langham Herbs) and Wyken Hall Garden in
Suffolk. Tickets are available from me or via the contact tab
on our website.  Cost:  £21 (includes coach, tip and entry to
gardens).  Depart:  Library, Chapel Hill at 8.30am with pick-
ups at Takeley and Burton End.

Maralyn Harris
Tel: 07919 478144

One of the more fascinating springtime insect visitors is the
Beefly. With its bumble-like abdomen and 6mm proboscis it
is reminiscent of a miniature Humming Bird. Whilst its nearly
invisible wing-beats give the impression of hovering, in fact
its forelegs lightly hold the edge of the petal. They breed by
parasitising solitary bees and wasps. Stansted seems to be
sharing the worldwide decline in amphibians. Frogs are far
less abundant, for which we cannot entirely blame the grass
snake, culpable as they are. Large scale reductions or even
extinctions have ever been a factor in natural populations but
a continued scarcity of frogs and toads could have serious im-
plications for us, since slugs and flies would be the principle
beneficiaries.

Bluebells have again given us a fine display especially when
accompanied by Wood Anemones. This year they have ar-
rived together rather than the Anemones following the Blue-
bells as often happens. Fears have been expressed that our
native Bluebell is being crowded out by, and hybridising with,
the Spanish Bluebell. "Our" Bluebell holds its flowers to one
side of the stem, while the invading species has its flowers
surrounding it, so differentiation is not a problem.  If you
found any of the Spanish form you would have performed a
service by digging them out!  After flowering they are indis-
tinguishable. Spring, deferred by the long winter, arrived with
a rush and the rampant Cow Parsley and entrepreneurial dan-
delion have quickly obscured any less vigorous plants in our
verges.  On the plus side the cuckoo has been heard after a
year or two of near-absence and the Red Campion has ap-
peared on cue.  We have something to be thankful for.

 Derek Honour

CYRIL’S GARDENING TIPS

This month is the time to set out the rest of your summer bed-
ding plants.  When planting, feed with a general liquid feed
initially, and when they get going change to a high potash
feed, i.e. tomato fertilizer, once a week, to encourage flowers.
Plant outdoor tomatoes, marrows, courgettes and suchlike.
You can also plant cabbages, cauliflowers and brussel
sprouts.  If you grow potatoes in bags or boxes remember
they will dry out much quicker than those in the ground so
make sure you keep them well watered and fed.  With flower-
ing shrubs such as lilac, forsythia and flowering currants,
prune them back as they finish blooming, as this will give
them a chance to grow new wood for next year’s blooms.
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Carpet Fitter

Ken Cabourn
Tel: 01279 815122
Mob: 07799 146181

Carpets & Soft Flooring

For a quotation please call

Brown’s Painting & Decorating

All sized jobs considered
 Please call Simon for a quote

 01279 813075 or 07813 086763
simon@simonbrown8.orangehome.co.uk

Stansted based

Lesley Anne
Interior & Exterior

 From one room to complete house
 Competitive rates and references
 Free Estimates & Advice

Tel: 01279 817055 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

 Painting & Decorating

EST. 1969
CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CURTAINS

CURTAIN FABRICS
ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN BLINDS

FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE
Call Peter on 01279-812019

E-mail: peter@stanstedcarpets.com
www.stanstedcarpets.com

mwr interiors

Tel: Matthew  07941 293365      Stansted 01279 899846

Specialists in Painting and Decorating

High Quality Painting Service

We offer basic painting and decorating through to
specialist finishes, furniture painting and colour mixing.
We also have a large portfolio of heritage work
sympathetic to older buildings.

Fully Qualified, 20 years experience

T. F. PLASTERING

 Re-skimming
 Coving
 Rendering
 Pebble Dashing
 Floor Screeding

Over 15 yrs experience. High standard of work. Fully insured.
For a free estimate call Terry

Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036

All aspects undertaken including:
Perfect Plastering

Services
 All Aspects Undertaken
 Clean, Reliable Service
 Free Estimates

 Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 814089 Mob 07793 887198

mfreemanperfectplastering@gmail.com

Professional Painting
And Decorating Services
With many years
Experience.

Our services cover:

 Internal Decorating   External Painting
 Slate & tile sealing + maintenance
 References available
 Wood floor lacquering
 Free detailed quotations available

 Call... Office: 01279 817282
Andy Richardson  Mobile: 07980 439924

email: adadecorating@googlemail.com

Mobile:    07900 931 910
Workshop: 01279 647 878

Still Manufacturing &
Remodelling

Bespoke Jewellery
Old Gold Bought for Cash

JOHN             WILSONHerts & Essex Window Doctor
Friendly Family-Run Business

 All Windows and Doors
 Locks, Hinges & Handles
 Glasses

Call Nigel on 816324 or 07769 274610
Email: nijillpark@aol.com

Repairs to Double Glazing
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Some Stansted residents remember a Miss Loftus, a friend of
Miss Savage, who also lived in the house up to the late
1970s/early 1980s.  Miss Loftus was quite a small lady but
drove around the village in a large black car with her head
only just visible above the steering wheel.  The two ladies
seemed to have kept themselves to themselves, uninvolved in
village life, leading to much intrigue and speculation among
the locals, no doubt - especially, one suspects, concerning the
‘actress’!

‘Savages’ is just one example of the great diversity of archi-
tecture present in Stansted Mountfitchet.  One can’t help
wondering if future visitors, a couple of hundred years from
now, will be showing as much interest in the buildings that
are currently under construction?

Yvonne Ayres

With thanks to all who helped compile this history, and to
Peter Brown and Paul Embleton for the photographs.

CHILDREN’S RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Turkey Burgers

These burgers are delicious and a great, healthy alternative
on the BBQ this summer.

Ingredients
2tbsp olive oil
1 large onion, finely chopped
2 garlic cloves, crushed
85g porridge oats
450g minced turkey
100g dried apricots, finely chopped
1 large carrot, grated
1 egg, beaten

Method
Heat oven to 180C.
Heat 1 tbsp oil in a pan and gently fry the onion for 5 mins
until soft. Add the garlic and cook for 1 min.
Add the oats and fry for 2 mins. Tip into a bowl and cool.
Add the rest of the ingredients to the cooled mixture and mix
well with your hands.  (If you have a young child, you can
put all the ingredients into a plastic bag and let them squidge
the bag to mix, so they don’t get raw turkey on their hands.)
Season to taste and shape into 8 patties.
Fry burgers in a little oil for a couple of mins on each side.
Transfer to a baking sheet and cook in oven for 10-15 mins.
Serve in rolls with cucumber slices.

For details of cookery classes and parties for 2-11yr olds
contact Jane Chate, Kiddy Cook 07796 270068

HISTORY OF ‘SAVAGES’

Before long every newcomer to Stansted discovers ‘Savages’
in Lower Street, pictured on the front cover of this magazine.
Much admired and photographed by residents and visitors
alike, it must be one of the oldest surviving buildings in the
village.

Not too much is known about the early history of the house
(nicknamed ‘Sausages’ in the past by local children).  When
it was built, in stages, between about 1500 and 1550 (during
the reigns of Henry V11 and Henry V111) ship's oak
timbers were used, and the room over the archway was a
weaver's shed.

According to H.I. Sanders article ‘Ancient Roads’ in the
1979 ‘Stansted and District Guide to Shops and Services’,
Lower Street at that time would probably have been known
as ‘Bradford Street’.  Thought to be derived from ‘Bad Ford
Street’ because of the numerous complaints recorded then,
about the bad state of the roads in Stansted - something we’re
all too familiar with even in modern times!  Soon after, the
road was just known as ‘The Street’ before becoming ‘Lower
Street’ about 130 years ago.

At the beginning of the 20th Century, the front of the house
was a Gilbey's wine shop and the beamed exterior was plas-
tered over. By the 1920s Sanders and Forsdykes Stores were
displaying their wares in the windows  (although the Gilbeys
sign can still be seen in the photo below taken in 1920).

The name of the house is attributable to Miss Savage, an ac-
tress, who moved into the house in 1944.  Up until then it
had presumably been simply known by its number, nine.  By
the 1960s the plaster had been removed and the beams ex-
posed, and ‘Savages’ looked much as it does now.
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BENTFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL

The summer term is well under way here at Bentfield and all
classes are busy with their termly themes. Both the Nursery
and Reception pupils are working on growing and changing;
Years 1 and 2 are studying plants and animals; Years 3 and 4
are looking at the topic of invaders and settlers and the Years
5 and 6 classes are completing work based on our local area
and contrasting locations. We have also started our summer
term extra-curricular clubs with the children having a range
of choices, including football, cricket, athletics, chess, band
and choir.

Our school PTFA has, once again, been carrying out some
fantastic fund-raising and event organisation. After a very
successful quiz night we are now looking forward to our
May Fair on Saturday 18th May. By the time you read this
we will have hopefully had a very enjoyable day with lots of
exciting activities. Of course, if you did miss it there is still
an opportunity to come to our very popular Music in the
Park. Hopefully I will see lots of you there!

David Rogers
Acting Headteacher

Tel: 813626

Party On! Music in the Park tickets now on sale

Bentfield School will once again host the annual music festi-
val on 29th June at its parkland setting with the beautiful
backdrop provided by Hargrave House. An excellent line up
of rock bands are already confirmed which includes Space
Hoppers, The Real Reason, JJ & the Swordfish and Bamboo
Loud with more to be announced shortly.   The huge selec-
tion of entertainment and refreshments will be open from
2.00-8.00pm and includes bouncy castles, bar, face painting,
hog roast, crêperie, doughnuts and ice cream, making this an
all-round family event not to be missed. Tickets £9 in ad-
vance or £11 on the gate (children under 16 go free if with
an adult) available from Bentfield School on 813626 or
email mitp@btinternet.com. Book early as last year was a
sell-out!

Sam Scott-Smith
Tel: 815575

Email: sam@adpointmedia.co.uk

COMMUNITY FORUMS

The next Community Forums will be held as follows:
South: Tuesday 25 June – Mountfitchet Maths & Computing
College
North: Wednesday 26 June– Saffron Walden.  More details
available from me nearer the time.

Sue Hayden
Community Development Officer

Tel: 01799 510563
Email:shayden@uttlesford.gov.uk

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET U3A

Our next meeting is Thursday 20th June in St John’s Hall.
Doors open 1.30pm, the meeting starts at 2.00pm. The
speaker is Jean Fullerton giving an account of ‘Victorian East
London, Crime and Punishment’.

Colne Valley Railway and Hedingham Castle Trip
A minibus took 16 members to the Colne Valley Railway on
a bright but breezy morning.  On our arrival we all ventured
to the Buffet Car for a cup of something warm, and a bacon
sandwich was enjoyed by some.  Our group gathered to catch
the steam train, selecting to travel in First Class.  The seating
was very soft and comfortable.  We steamed for half a mile to
Nunnery Junction, named after a medieval convent, and
watched as the engine ran around the train to steam us back to
Drawell, another half a mile in the other direction.  It was
great to hear and feel the engine having to puff its way along
the line with great clouds of smoke coming from it. The Trav-
elling Post Office was used between Norwich and Liverpool
Street to sort First Class mail when the service guaranteed
next day delivery.  A 600 yard ride on the miniature railway
was great fun to try, racing alongside the big steam train.  A
really interesting morning was had by all. Next we headed for

Hedingham Castle just up the road. After walking through a
wooded area and past some glorious magnolia trees, the huge
Norman Castle came into view.  On route to the castle a bevy
of beautifully maintained classic cars were celebrating the
end of the Classic Car Fun Run - from Rolls Royces and
Bentleys to MGs, Triumphs, VWs and an amazing blue
Thunderbird with all their gleaming chrome parts highly pol-
ished.  My favourite was a cream and dusty blue Austin Hea-
ley - yes, I could definitely see myself driving down to
Brighton on a hot summer’s day, picnic and champagne on
board!  The castle is well worth a visit and holds many a his-
toric tale. Coffee and cake finished the day off perfectly.

Forthcoming Outings
There is still availability for the Sunday 23rd June trip to
Blenheim Palace.  Enjoy entry to the Palace, the landscaped
parkland and Blenheim Palace Flower Show.  Cost £26.
Spaces are still available for the Isle of Wight trip in Septem-
ber. Cost £195. Please contact Maggie 503848 or Jan 812481.

The ‘Tea and Chat’ gatherings are being reviewed at present;
more information will be available soon. The contact details
below are prior to the AGM in May -  see our website for full
details www.stanstedu3a.org. For further information please
contact Chris (Chair) 817587 or Sandra (Secretary) 814304.

Caroline Bore
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STANSTED GAS SERVICES
07956 855328  01279 817581

STEVE KING

Servicing, Breakdown and Repair to
Gas Central Heating and appliances.

Installation of Bathrooms and Showers
Gas Safe Registered. Ex - British Gas

GILLSON CARPENTRY & JOINERY
 First & second fix carpentry
 Site & bench joinery
 Extensions & building projects
 Kitchens
 Wooden flooring
 Decking design & construction
 No job too big or too small

Office    01279 812101
Mobile  07525 061661

Email:  gillsoncarpentry@btinternet.com

JONES & CO

Plumbing and Heating Engineers
Installation and Maintenance

Boiler and Cylinder Replacements
Bathrooms ~ Gas and Oil Services

Please contact David Jones
Tel 01279 815877 Mobile 07860 213760

Email djonesco@talktalk.net

N EWMA N ’S

Plumbing • Heating • Electrical

Tel/Fax: 01279 814437    Mobile: 07831 233681

Kitchens • Cloakrooms • Bathrooms • Showers

.

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS Est 1984

All Electrical Installations
Electrical Inspection, Testing & Certification

of fixed wiring & portable appliances
NICEIC APPROVED.  ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
Tel: 01279 771510 or 01279 652588
info@alburyelectricalservices.co.uk
www.alburyelectricalservices.co.uk

ALBURY ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Stansted Electric
From fitting a light ……  to a complete rewire

Partial or Full Domestic Electrical Inspections.
Replacement Fuse Boxes. Handyman Services.
Cookers, Hobs, Ovens and Showers installed.

For a Free Estimate
Phone Jim on 07921 908214

Telephone: 01279 816399
Email: enquiries@stanstedelectric.co.uk

A. T. PLUMBING
 BATHROOMS
 SHOWERS
 PLUMBING REPAIRS

Call Alvin on 07958 730838
Free Estimates

All carpentry work undertaken
Small building and maintenance works

Email: pauldavall@btinternet.com

For free estimates call Paul on
01279 814058  OR  07962 963987

Paul Davall
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Mike Nicholson spoke at our April Meeting about Self- Pro-
tection, especially for women.  Mike has a background of
working in the Royal Marines and as a Close Protection Of-
ficer for the Ministry of Defence, and also running self-pro-
tection courses for 35 years. His talk covered street crime
(mugging), driving (carjacking) and house crime (burglary).
Muggers are predominately in their mid-twenties and look for
mobile phones or money. More professional muggers look
for shop-takings being deposited, credit cards, and watches.
While school gangs take small things and are looking for sta-
tus within their groups, he advises to let them do it, rather
than be attacked! He advised us to carry a dummy purse, con-
taining little money and an out of date credit card – a current
one is worth £50 on the black market. Do not show obvious
signs of wealth, walk tall and look positive – I can do the first
two and am working on the looking positive bit!! I was sur-
prised to be advised to lock my car whilst driving to avoid
being car-jacked at traffic lights. I had previously thought this
wrong in case of an accident, but he maintains that people can
always be got out of a car and in many cases doors and win-
dows fly open. Never leave keys in a house door lock – and
he means either side! Referring to defending oneself against
male criminals, his advice is ‘grab, squeeze, twist and pull’;
our members said that I must pass on this vital information.
This very serious subject was handled with some humour and
proved to be very informative.

We decked the Hall with balloons and bunting for our Group
meeting attended by five Institutes in the area. Peter King en-
tertained us with his ‘Cabaret’ singing songs from the ‘60s
and getting us all to join in, as well giving us some idea of his
25 years in the entertainment business. Some of his work has
been as an extra in TV shows including Lovejoy, Poirot, Dar-
ling Buds of May, Silent Witness and many others. He had
some amusing stories to tell, and then progressed around the
room singing to the delight or otherwise of his audience sit-
ting around the edge. Stansted, being the hosts, provided a
very lovely supper to all and the evening ended with a Quiz
where all the answers were musicals of the past and present.

Our competition for the evening was a knitted blanket for the
Premature Baby Unit at the Rosie Hospital in Cambridge, and
there were some lovely entries; it was won by Betty Francis
from Ugley WI. An enormous amount of very small hats
were also made by members for the same unit. This enjoyable
evening was chaired by our new County Chairman, Pat Prat-
ley from Manuden, who originally joined the WI. here in
Stansted.

Come along on 13th June to hear Barbara Faulkner’s talk ‘A
Cosy Cuppa’ and have one too! We shall now be meeting
each month in the Day Centre at 7.45pm. We would like
to welcome some more members from Forest Hall Park!

Judy Colliver
President

Tel: 812470

HATFIELD FOREST SNIPPETS

The Forest has been well-visited in the last few weeks with
the uplift in the weather and the delayed signs of Spring.  We
have lots of fun events available for you in May and June
including Canine Capers 31st May, As You Like It on  9th
June, Hatfilm on 19th and 20th July and Wildlife Wednes-
days throughout August. We also recently launched our new
App and Nexus tablets which are helping our visitors explore
deeper into the Forest and find out a bit more information
about the Forest story and the National Trust. These can be
hired from the shop for free when you leave a driving licence
or passport as a deposit. Our discovery room has changed
through the season into Spring. Come down and look at what
makes a Georgian picnic, enjoy dressing up as a wealthy or
peasant child, do some creative brass rubbings, hunt for bugs
and then visit our Georgian Shell House. When you visit,
you can come to the shop to collect your scrap books for 50
things to do before you’re 11¾.

With the sell-out success of Roald Dahl’s The Twits back in
June 2012, this year we have The Lord Chamberlain's Men
performing Shakespeare's As You Like It on 9th June and
Treasure Island on 26th August.  The boats have been well
received on the lake and lots of visitors have started taking
bikes out from the blue bike hire centre. We have a range of
children’s and adult bikes available and we have a number of
children’s tag-alongs and trailers. Please keep dogs on leads
near the sheep and cows, and don’t forget to keep the Forest
clean and tidy by taking your rubbish home and flicking dog
mess off the paths.

Things to do in the Forest for May, June and July:

Hire a boat (Wed -Sun and daily in School holidays)
Hire a bike
Dog Fun Day 31st May
50 things to do before you’re 11¾
Bring a picnic or visit the café
Visit the shop
Bird watching
Outdoor cinema

We look forward to seeing you at Hatfield Forest and as al-
ways thank you for your support.

Hannah Morrice
Visitor Experience Team Leader

Tel: 870678
Email: hannah.morrice@nationaltrust.org.uk

Stansted
Evening

Women’s Institute

Stansted
Evening

Women’s Institute
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A lot has been happening to keep the wonderful Grove Cot-
tage Nursery open. Thank you to everyone who has sup-
ported us! With some funding now secured from Essex
County Council, donations from local parishes (including
Stansted – thank you very much!), numerous wonderful peo-
ple doing sponsored activities, and lots of amazing fundrais-

ing events, the nursery now
has enough money to keep
operating until Easter 2014.
This is brilliant news, but we
won’t stop here! Obviously
we need to keep up the fund-
raising to ensure a sustainable
and long-term future for the
nursery, which offers essen-
tial support for both pre-
school children with disabili-
ties and their families. We
had a very successful Easter
party at Debden Antiques.
The children were entertained
by Kiddycook and Disco

Ducks. There was face painting, crafts, and an Easter Egg
hunt (despite the snow). Thank you to everyone who sup-
ported us.

Forthcoming Fundraiser:
Vintage Tea Party at Debden Antiques on Saturday 22nd
June 3.00-6.00pm.  Why not get some friends together to en-
joy an afternoon tea (sandwiches, cakes, scones, loose leaf
tea), glass of sparkling wine, live music from JJ & The
Swordfish and lots of stalls at our Vintage market?Tickets
£20 (suitable for 16 years and over).

Claire Cook
Tel: 814782

Email: nurseryfundraising@mencapgrovecottage.org

Our popular, biennial Summer Soiree featuring many
award-winning local young musicians, will be on Saturday
6th July in St John’s Church and Gardens. The first half of
the concert will begin in the Church at 6.00pm. During the
interval there will be supper with a licensed bar in the
Church Gardens. Tickets, which we do ask you, please, to
purchase in advance for catering purposes, are: Adults £12,
Accompanied  Children £5, including food, available from
Stansted Carpets; Nockolds Solicitors, Bishops Stortford;
and Sonia Levy tel 815282. For more information and future
events please visit our website at www.musicatstansted.com.

Alan Corbishley
Tel: 816318

Our Nearly New Sale at the end of April saw over 200 buyers
walk through the Hilton Hotel doors and with bargains galore
from cots and maternity outfits to hunter welly boots and
bicycles.  Our sale continues to grow from strength to
strength and our next Nearly New Sale sees a change in venue
bringing the sale to the heart of Stansted at the newly named
Forest Hall School (formerly Mountfitchet Maths and
Computer College) on 20th October .  If you would like to
sell, it is never too early to let us know, as seller spaces go
fast.  A big thank you to all the volunteers who help to make
the sale the success it is before, during and after the event.

We have a few activities planned for June which as always are
open to members and non-members alike, full details are
listed below.  Please remember that in half term, older
siblings are more than welcome. Our Stansted NCT is still
looking for more volunteers to help coordinate the needs of a
busy branch.  If you have 2-3 hours a month that you could
spare for the NCT, and be part of an organisation that brings
Stansted pre-schoolers and their parents and carers events
such as Nearly New Sales, Easter Egg Hunts, Christmas Make
and Do, Bumps and Babes, Tea and Toys, Messy Plays and
much, much, more, please do get in touch.

The current committee’s children are getting older, as they
have a habit of doing, and we need to have parents involved
that have babies or are currently pregnant.  Working with a
charity whilst on maternity leave or during a career break is a
great opportunity to keep your CV up to date with employable
skills.  Fancy a friendly chat and some new playmates?  Why
not pop along to one of our coffee mornings, which are
informal gatherings held in members’ homes.  We would love
to meet you and it is a great way of making new friends.
Contact me for details of our weekly events.

Additional events being held this month
Friday 7th June 10-11.30am
St Johns Church Hall.  All pre-schoolers. Tea and Toys £3 a
child or £5 per family.
Saturday 8th June 10.00am
All children. Bowling in Anchor Street, Bishops Stortford.
Meet in reception £1 a child
Tuesday 18th June from 8.00pm
Social Branch Meeting. Mums, Dads or Carers all welcome.
Please come along members or non-members, to help arrange
our summer activities for the children.  Call for venue details.
Monday 17th June 10.00am
All pre-schoolers. Coconuts Soft Play Great Dunmow.
Friday 21st June from 8.00pm
The Cock. Parents night out, all welcome.

Anna Sedgbeer
Tel: 812257

IS STANSTED WELL READ?

If you enjoy meeting new people and enjoy reading, why not
combine the two and join our book club? This small group
meets one evening per month. For more information please
email me or find us on Facebook.

Liz Long
Email: stansted_is_well_read@yahoo.co.uk
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Tel  01279 817739

Mobile  07778 049063

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN

STEVE HALL

GARDEN SERVICES

website: www.thesecretgardener.net
email: thesecretgardeneressex@gmail.com

GARDEN DESIGN
CONSTRUCTION
MAINTENANCE

Friendly service...
No job too large or too small

Call Scott on 01279 899 005 or
07968 121 016 for a free consultation

References available.   Fully insured.

Gill Owen Gardening Services
Most Aspects of Garden Work

 Grass Cutting
  Pressure Washing

Any tasks considered –  try me!

No job too small - call me today
GILL OWEN : 07903 375225 or 01279 814616

B’looms
Flowers, Balloons, Gifts, Candy buffets &

Sweet trees
Rhona Brown                                 Tel: 01279 507255
Qualified florist                           Mob: 07899 941038

Email: rhona@b-looms.co.uk
www.b-looms.co.uk

STADIUM TURF SUPPLY

Tree Surgery and Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Seasoned Logs supplied
Garden Clearance

At Uppercut Trees we pride ourselves on our local professional serv-
ice. We deliver high standards of work in all aspects of tree and hedge
care, from aesthetics to safety, conservation and ecology.
Please contact us for advice or a free no-obligation quotation today!

Mobile 07703 308232 Office 01279 812553
www.uppercuttrees.co.uk

Uppercut Trees

* Qualified
* Insured
* Council Approved
* All Aspects of Tree work Undertaken
* All works completed to BS3998

SWF LOCAL TREE SURGEON

 Very Competitive Rates  ~ No job too small
 25 Years’ Experience ~ Good References

Tel: 07831 589763 or 07810 741366

Like the rest of your property, trees need maintenance from
time to time.  We offer FREE Advice & Quotations for:
• Pruning • Reshaping • Reduction •

• Planting • Crown Lifting •
• Felling • Stump Removal •

N W Brown Landscapes
All aspects of landscaping undertaken including
fencing, paving, turfing, pruning & hedge cutting

Nigel Brown
07917 611945  / 01279 507255

Registered waste carrier
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Thank you to all those that participated in the village litter
pick last month - I know some people were busying them-
selves around Foresthall Park and it does make a difference.
On the subject of litter, I have received more correspondence
from residents about the amount of dog fouling in and around
the development.  It is a real shame that a small minority of
dog owners are so irresponsible - there should now be suffi-
cient bins around the development (although I realise a few
more may be needed when all the building work is complete).

I was recently invited to a walkabout around Elms Farm.  It is
up to the powers that be to decide whether or not this scheme
gets the go-ahead, and whilst I cannot do justice to the full
discussion here, there are some points which I thought would
be worth drawing to the attention of Foresthall Park residents.
The proposals include approximately 5km of new paths and
bridleways in and around the site which would make good
trails for walking, running and cycling.  This also includes a
provision of land for (but not the cost of building?) a bridle-
way alongside Church Road from St Mary’s Church to the
station, creating a safer route to and from the village.  That
said, there will be no ‘right to roam’ beyond the paths.  The
only new public open space will be on the sloped section of
the farm where the annual fireworks display is held. There
will be a number of new allotments for the community.  Some
have raised concerns about traffic and my understanding is
small scale measures (e.g. additional traffic calming on
Church Road) could be considered if desired, but larger
works (e.g. railway bridge widening) are not part of the plan.
In total 58 houses are planned which will put additional pres-
sure on the village infrastructure (such as schooling) so this is
something that does need to be carefully considered.  The site
is also situated within the Metropolitan Greenbelt, although
most of the housing will be built where existing farmyard
buildings are sited.

Some people have also asked me about the proposed shop in
Foresthall Park.  I am afraid I do not have a significant up-
date.  I believe that there maybe one or two interested parties
but I am seeking to clarify and I will provide more informa-
tion as soon as I have it.

Stephen Berry (Chairman)
Tel: 647652

Email: s.berry@mac.com

ASTHMA FUN DAY

Come along and join in our family fun and craft day on Sun-
day 23rd June in St John’s Church Hall from 1.30-5.00pm.
There will be 26 stalls including handmade crafters and small
local businesses.  There will also be a bouncy castle, face
painter, ice cream van and raffle with lots of gorgeous prizes
from all the stalls and other local businesses. The day is being
organised in aid of Asthma UK as we both have small chil-
dren who suffer from asthma.There is an entry charge of £2
(children free) which includes a cup of tea or coffee and
squash for the children. We look forward to seeing you.

Carly Bull and Laura Kirby
Tel: 07450 006224

BOUNDARY DISPUTES
If there was any area of legal dispute where emotions run
high then it is arguments between neighbours over bounda-
ries. Litigation over disputed boundaries can be complex and
expensive.  Worse still, arguments are frequently over just a
few inches of land. Once neighbours fall out over bounda-
ries, it is often fatal in their relationship, resulting in one or
other party eventually moving. Any neighbour disputes must
be disclosed to potential buyers of the property, and once the
dispute starts, it must be resolved. The following is a list of
the main principles that affect how ownership of land is de-
termined:

For Registered land (that is, land registered at the Land
Registry and affects most land), the plan attached to the
legal title shows general boundaries only.
Ordnance survey plans are usually no more than a
guide as to boundaries and boundary features.
Old Conveyances of Land might help, as the plans
could have detailed measurements. Often, however, the
plans are for identification only and cannot be relied
upon.
Witness statements from others who have ‘known’ the
land over many years may be required.
Other evidence such as old photos may also be needed.

The position is further complicated by the following:
Squatters rights. Sometimes a person can acquire land
because they have used it exclusively over a number of
years without any dispute or argument. Squatters rights,
which is now known as ‘adverse possession’ is a com-
plicated area of law in its own right with the legal posi-
tion changing since the Land Registration Act, 2002.
Boundary agreements. These are formal or informal
arrangements as to who uses particular bits of land or
where a boundary can be used or moved by another.
They are frequently verbal, informal arrangements and
are difficult to evidence.

In the absence of any definitive evidence, a court will under-
take a multi-layered analysis, starting with the documents
that created the boundary. It will then have to consider
whether the boundary was moved on a temporary arrange-
ment (boundary agreement), or whether somebody has ob-
tained squatters rights. The court will consider extrinsic
evidence such as witness evidence, photos, physical descrip-
tions, old surveys, etc.  To avoid significant expense first see
if an agreement can be reached between neighbours, using
solicitors if necessary but setting an agreed financial limit.
Failing this, there is a system called ‘alternative dispute reso-
lution’. This is a preferred and cheaper route to resolving the
dispute, rather than proceeding to expensive litigation, which
should always be a last resort.

Peter James and Andrew Blatt
Murdochs Property Shop

Tel: 813318

GUESS WHO I AM - THE ANSWER

Gerard (William) Frogley
Council Litter Collector



OFFICE SUPPLIES & ART AND CRAFT SUPERSTORE
CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET, ESSEX CM24 8AP
TEL: 01279 816659 ~ www.millwaystationery.co.uk

STOCKISTS OF HORNBY, LEGO, MECCANO, AIRFIX,
DMC, ANITA’S CRAFTS, ENCAUSTIC ART, FIMO,

SCRAPBOOKING, WINSOR & NEWTON,
DALER-ROWNEY, RUBBER STAMPING, FABRIC PAINTS,

FACE PAINTS, HELIUM BALLOONS, GREETING CARDS & WRAP.

AT OUR SUPERSTORE WE HOLD IN STOCK
OVER 30,000 PRODUCTS

ALL YOUR STATIONERY NEEDS FOR THE HOME AND OFFICE
INKJET CARTRIDGES, LASER TONERS, CDRs, PAPER,

ENVELOPES, FURNITURE, FILING PRODUCTS,
FILOFAX, PARKER.

OPEN:
MON-FRI 8.30am—5.00 pm SAT 9.00am—1.00pm

FREE PARKING
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 multiroom audio systems
 home cinema
 surround sound installation
 home networking solutions
 digital TV and satellite

01279 647227
www.stortfordaudio.co.uk

Stortford Audio
multiroom audio visual installations

STANSTED  MOUNTFITCHET
SOCIAL CLUB

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Why wait? Apply now!
Membership forms from the club in Lower Street

Tel 01279 812992

  DRINKS AT LOW PRICES

 Children’s Room
 Dropdown TV
 3 Full Size Snooker Tables
 Darts and Pool
 Gaming machines
 Jukebox & Live Entertainment
 Raffles and Bingo

Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere

Essex’s Premier 9 Hole Golf Course
 3 Hole Beginners’ Academy Course
 Family Orientated Teaching Academy
 Excellent Heated Floodlit Driving Range
 Newly Refurbished Café Bar & Lounge Area
 Fully Equipped Gym & Fitness Classes
 Children’s Golf Parties
New Function Room for Weddings,

Parties and Society Days

Tel: 01279 812865
info@elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
www.elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk

Dog Walking & Domestic Pet Care

Prices, Services & References available online at: www.debsdogs.co.uk

Call me for a chat

Deborah Hibbert

M: 07842 125503  H: 01279 647309

Sleep Overs

Home Visits / Vet Visits
General Everyday Care From Someone Local You Can Trust!

~ I CAN SOLVE YOUR PET CARE PROBLEMS ~
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BISHOP’S STORTORD
BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION

Ever since man developed from being hunter gatherers, he
has interfered with nature to feed himself. From the first
enclosure of a field, and its ploughing, sowing and fertilis-
ing he has continuously tried to increase his crop yield by
bettering nature. Agriculture in England is now so sophisti-
cated we have tractors with GPS that drive themselves and
can deliver fertiliser according to the fertility of the land,
avoiding waste and collateral environmental damage. Even
before genetic engineering, farmers eliminated bad genes
by breeding them out of their stock through natural selec-
tion. All this should be celebrated as we strive to feed our-
selves.

And so we come to the issue of banning certain pesticides
because they may harm bees. I have always had a healthy
suspicion of bandwagons, especially when they are sup-
ported by that pillar of informed comment, Elizabeth Hur-
ley (different if it was Shane Warne!). I am also suspicious
of laboratory results coming from eminent scientists who
lecture us on what we should eat etc. I can remember years
ago that a certain fizzy drink ‘caused cancer’. But on read-
ing the detail, the experimental rats had been fed the equiv-
alent of a human drinking 400 cans a day.

The introduction of neonicotinoids was supported years ago
by the BBKA because the insecticide was actually in the
seed, and therefore it did away with indiscriminate crop
spraying with its collateral damage. There is a danger that
old methods will be re-introduced after the ban – and if we
think all such interference with nature should be banned,
this is an unrealistic aim if we are to make progress in feed-
ing a growing population (see above).

One of the comments I have heard on this issue is that the
lab results are not reflected in the real world – viz the fizzy
drink scare, and we need better research before banning
neonicotinoids. The other interesting comment can be found
in the book ‘A world without Bees’ by Alison Benjamin
and Brian McCallum (which is very readable and I recom-
mend it) which advocates that the only way to have a world
full of strong bee colonies is for everyone to keep a hive in
their garden, and for natural selection to breed out the
weakest strains. I am definitely no informed expert on pesti-
cides and what to ban, but this seems to be a logical ap-
proach and is where I stand; hence I joined the local
association and in a small way am trying to do my bit to
encourage beekeeping. In this context, I am very glad to
report that after my first piece appeared in the 'The Link', 17
new beekeepers have taken the ‘Introduction to Beekeep-
ing’ course, and are likely to begin keeping bees in this ar-
ea. I think that is real progress at grass roots level.

So, moving on; this month I was asked the difference be-
tween a wasp and a honey bee, as the enquirer didn’t want
to kill any honey bees that came into the house. This is a
difficult one, as some strains of honey bee are very dark,
but others are bright yellow like wasps. Bees don’t usually
interfere with humans, just go about their business collect-
ing nectar from flowers, whereas wasps are predators and
will seek food (especially sugar) from anywhere they can.
In fact wasps will invade bee hives in the autumn. Bees are

shorter and rounder, and covered in fine hairs, whereas a wasp
is thinner and longer, and is hairless. But most of all bees are
nicer, and if you talk to them properly they will leave your
house without argument.

Finally, my Stansted bees; I inspected my two colonies this
month for the first time since winter. One colony is thriving,
with many thousands of bees. So much so, they need room to
expand and I have increased the capacity of the hive by add-
ing a ‘super’ (a box you place on the top of the hive to collect
honey). This is separated from the brood box by a queen ex-
cluder, one of the best inventions known to man.

This allows passage of the worker bees to store the honey, but
the queen is too large to fit through so stays in the lower
brood box. This means the beekeeper can extract the honey
from the super without there being any eggs or grubs in it,
leaving the brood box to continue unaffected – isn’t that clev-
er? The other colony is not doing so well, and the queen may
be suffering from a fungus brought on by damp weather. I
may have to replace the queen – but more next month. Inci-
dentally, the views in this piece are my own and not those of
the British Beekeeping Association.

John Dockerill
 Training Officer

Email: training@stortfordbees.org.uk

THE CRAFTON ROOM
www.stansteddaycentre.org.uk

Since my article in April’s edition of ‘The Link’ asking
whether you were ‘interested in what’s going on but not tak-
ing it further’, I am delighted to say that we have seen a very
encouraging increase in the number of new customers who are
enjoying our delicious home cooked lunches, experiencing
our warm and friendly environment and realising what a fan-
tastic facility we have available at the very heart of our vil-
lage. If you are over 55 and would like to come and join us for
lunch, £5.00 for two courses, served at 12.30pm on Tuesdays,
Thursdays or Fridays, please call for more details, or to book
your place. Our menus can be viewed online and don’t forget
the last Friday in the month is Fish and Chip Day.  The next
one is on 28th June, and the cost is £7.50.  Booking is essen-
tial, as word is spreading and we already have lots of reserva-
tions. We look forward to welcoming you soon.

Julie Beck
Centre Manager

Tel: 815091







LINO THOMAS HAIRDRESSERS

The Greens Building
Cambridge Road

Stansted
Essex CM24 8BZ
T: 01279 812910

email: honourlandscapes@aol.com
web: www.honourlandscape.co.uk

Mercer & Hughes
Veterinary Surgery
w w w . m e r c e r a n d h u g h e s . c o . u k

IN-HOUSE 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Great Dunmow
Tel: 01371 872 836
Unit 5-6, Chelmsford Road 

Ind. Estate, 
Great Dunmow, CM6 1HD

Tel: 01279 813780
80 Cambridge Road

Stansted Essex CM24 8DA

Saffron Walden
Tel: 01799

522082 / 521406
14 Radwinter Road 

Saffron Walden 
Essex CB11 3JB


