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DISCLAIMER Opinions expressed in this magazine
are given freely and do not necessarily represent
those of  the editorial committee.
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EDITORIAL

The prospect of longer days and, hopefully, better weather encourages us all to get
out and explore the many footpaths and open spaces in and around Stansted.  But
watch where you put your feet; there’s a danger of stepping onto a parcel of  canine
excrement - see page 13.  (Maybe a Dog Watch is needed alongside the Neighbour-
hood Watch and Speed Watch!)  Further to the recent Local Development Frame-
work exhibition, it’s vital that we make our views on the subject known (see pages
21-22).  Some development is inevitable, but too much could result in Stansted
becoming a sprawling town splitting into separate little communities.  This month’s
issue of 'The Link' contains many examples of neighbours looking out for one
another, and volunteers coming forward to keep local clubs and organisations
going.  'The Link' is fortunate to have benefited from one such volunteer, in Sarah
Ludlow-Elston, who has very kindly offered to take over from Katharine Hurford
as our Minutes Secretary (see page 4).  Stansted is such a friendly, caring commu-
nity to be a part of.  Let’s keep it that way.

CIRCULATION:
The Link is delivered free to
over 3000 homes and
businesses in Stansted
Mountfitchet.  Further copies
may be purchased for 50p
each or £5.00 for the year.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
by email (preferred) up to
300 words in a Word
document, please, to:
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk

or by hand to:
7 Blythwood Gardens,
Stansted CM24 8HG

5 Greenfields,
Stansted CM24 8AH

by noon on 11th March
for the April issue

Stansted network is compiled by Stansted Mountfitchet
  Parish Council.
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ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Therese of Lisieux

High Lane

Priest Father Joe White
 The Presbytery
 St Therese of Lisieux
 High Lane
 Stansted

Tel:  814349

Masses Saturday      6.00pm
 Sunday     10.00am
 Holy Days of Obligation  8.00am and 8.00pm
 Tuesday-Saturday  9.30am

Confessions
Saturday   10.00am
   and by appointment

Baptisms By appointment

On Monday 12th March at 7 Blythwood Gardens we will be
having a tape and discussion. Our ‘At home’ on Monday
26th March is at 49 Recreation Ground.  All are welcome.
Both meetings start at 8.00pm.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

             STANSTED FREE CHURCH
                   Methodist / URC

                 Chapel Hill
             www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Minister Rev’d David Keeble
 Tel: 01799 522037

Email: minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer
7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG
Tel: 814059
Email: lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Preachers for March
4th      10.30am Don McGregor - New Directions
11th    10.30am Ruth Parker
18th 10.30am Rev’d David Keeble - Communion
25th 10.30am Janet Bottoms

We are sad to report the death of Brenda Scarr who had been
worshiping with us for the past year.  She had become a com-
mitted member of our congregation and will be much missed.
The well attended memorial service in our church, led by
Rev’d David Keeble, was a very fitting tribute to her life.

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk  Mrs Anthea Lee
  24 Lea Close
  Bishop's Stortford
  Tel: 656707

Meeting  Sunday, 10.30am

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

DON’T WASTE YOUR ANGER

We seem to be living in a society which is getting more and more angry. Did you see the news story recently about
the two neighbours who argued over a parking space? One killed the other then went inside and died of a heart
attack. All because of anger. Thankfully that didn’t happen in Stansted but I have heard of mothers shouting at each
other at the school gates as the children left school, and I saw a very ugly row on Silver Street which seemed to be
about someone’s parking.  People get angry because they are afraid they feel their rights have been trampled, but
they just end up looking childish and stupid. Getting angry in that way helps no-one, least of all the person who is
getting angry. Anger destroys relationships, turns friends into enemies, and shrivels up the person who holds on to
it. Anger can be hugely destructive.

The Bible never tells us not to get angry but it does say “Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on
your anger” (Ephesians 4.26). In other words get angry about things that are bigger than you, and do something
about them. When people got angry about the right things they changed society, freed the oppressed, and gained
justice for the downtrodden. So don’t waste your anger on selfishness, use it for what it was meant for; to build a
better world.

Paul Wilkin
Rector, St. John’s Stansted.

ShalomShalom
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ate various items and help to raise over £700 during the last
year for St John's.

We would welcome more donations of new wool, fabrics
(particularly with small print) and haberdashery items.

Once again, a big thank you for all the donations.
Ann Conroy
Tel: 812457

St John's 300 Club
Many congratulations to the winners of the January draws:
 £100  No 54 – Matthew Cope
 £  50  No 89 – Ingirid Shervington
 £  25  No 33 – Charlie Salmon
The draws for March will be carried out on Sunday 25th
March in St John’s Church following the 9.30am service.

Francine Cope

From the Registers
January

       Baptism
22nd        Joshua William Draper Hughes

       Funerals
  5th          Rose Cooper, age 61 - at St Mary's

       12th         Dennis Salter, age 70 - at Parndon Wood
       23rd        Alfred Laming - at Parndon Wood

MISSION SHAPED INTRO -
LENT COURSE
New world, new church? Our world
and our lives have changed radically
in the last 20 years, but has the church adapted to this
change? Do we need a changed church for a changing
world? Are new forms of church really possible? If so, how
can they be developed? Mission shaped Intro explores
the ‘why’ of creating fresh expressions of church rather than
the ‘how’. The six-week course takes you on a journey
looking at the ever-changing nature of our social
communities and explores why the church needs to rethink
its approach to those communities in meaningful and
relevant ways. The sessions are delivered through
presentation, movie clips and stories with active group
participation. The course is part of Fresh Expressions, which
encourages and resources new ways of being church.

The sessions will be held in The Free Church Hall on the
following Wednesdays from 7.45pm-9.45pm (note earlier
start time than previously advertised), led jointly by Rev'ds
David Keeble and Paul Wilkin:

29th February  Rediscovering mission and what that
means for church

7th March   Changing world, changing church
14th March   Re-imagining church - community
21st March   Re-imagining church - worship
28th March Re-imagining church - leadership and

discipleship

It is not essential to attend every session - come when you
can. All welcome - see you there!

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
             St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
             Tel: 815243
             Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
             Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
             Wednesday, Friday
             Administrator: Mrs Sally Chapman
             Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btck.co.uk

Rector:             Rev’d Paul Wilkin
             Tel: 812203
             Email: paulwilkin@iname.com

Director of
 Music: Vacant

Church Hall Ray Smith
 Bookings: Tel or text: 07972 373994
  Email: stjohns.hallbookings@gmail.com
St John’s Diary
Sunday
8.00am   Said Holy Communion
9.30am   Worship 4 All (1st Sunday)
9.30am   Choral Eucharist (2nd-4th Sundays)

Monday-Tuesday and Thursday-Saturday
8.30am   Morning Prayer  There are services of
    Holy Communion on
Tuesday   the  first Tuesdays and
9.00am   St John's Tots  Wednesdays of the
    month in Norman
Wednesday   Court, Hargrave House
9.00am   Morning Prayer and Broome End
10.00am   Holy Communion Nursing Homes.

Monday-Saturday
5.00pm    Evening Prayer

ST JOHN'S NEWS
St John's Flower Festival
To mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee a Flower Festival is
to be held at St John’s Church over the weekend of 2nd, 3rd
and 4th June.  In addition there will be a Family Fun Day on
the Monday between 12 noon and 4.00pm. Village organisa-
tions have been asked if they would like to contribute with a
flower display or take part in the Fun Day.  Please contact
Janet at the Rectory on 812203 or Pauline on 07780 606278
to book your pitch. We are hoping that lots of organisations
will provide games, sideshows or stalls.  Come and have fun
to raise money for your organisation at just £10 per pitch –
it’s a bargain!

Pauline Mantle

St John's Craft Ladies - Thank You
The Craft Ladies wish to thank all the people who donated
materials which enabled the ladies who knit and sew to cre-
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Pat on the Back for 'The Link'
Having reached the final eight from 62 entries at the recent
Community Magazine Awards for 2011, organised by the Rural
Community Council of Essex and sponsored by Essex Life
Magazine, 'The Link' earned a Merit.  The judges commended
'The Link' on the amount of information it contained, the covers,
and the clear presentation, adding that it was a very good exam-
ple of a community magazine.

Left to right: Marion Dyer, Katharine Hurford, Mike Dyer,
Yvonne Ayres, Derek Honour, Susan Bone, Dick Pollard

It is thanks to the dedication and hard work of everyone
involved with the magazine that 'The Link' is such a success.
There’s always room for improvement and we continue to look
for ways to achieve this.  Would you like to help us by joining
our happy team of volunteers?  At the time of writing we still
have vacancies - for a Distribution Collator, keen photographers
and puzzlers, see below for details.  We look forward to hearing
from you.

Editor

'THE LINK' HAS MORE VACANCIES!

Interesting and varied voluntary roles offering opportunities to
serve the community and work with the amazing (award win-
ning) 'Link' team!

Distribution Collator
Someone happy to ‘multi-task’ required.  Tasks include assess-
ing the number of magazines required each month, posting to
those outside Stansted, delivering a few within the village (the
majority are delivered by paid distributors), dealing with distri-
bution enquiries, and liaising with both the Parish Council and
our Advertising Manager.

Photographers
We are looking for a team of photographers willing to take suit-
able photographs at local events for 'The Link'.  An ideal oppor-
tunity to put that new camera through its paces!

Puzzlers
Are you an avid crossword or sudoku fan?  Would you consider
compiling puzzles on a regular basis for 'The Link'?

Please call Derek on 647213 or Yvonne on 814706 if you are
interested in any of the above.

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF
PRAYER

The service is 2.00pm on Friday 2nd March at Stansted
Free Church and the speaker is Christine Heyhoe. The
theme is ‘Let Justice Prevail’ and the service was pre-
pared by the women of Malaysia. There will be refresh-
ments and Traidcraft goods on sale after the service. All
are welcome – women and men.

Brenda Veitch
Tel: 815819

Collectors wanted
This year’s Christian Aid week collection will be in the
week 13th to 19th May. It would be lovely if we could
get some more collectors for this very worthwhile cause.
Please phone me if you can help.

Catherine Dean
Tel: 813579

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S

Friends of St Mary's Church AGM Quiz Night and
Supper Saturday 3rd March 7.00pm at the Day Centre.
Tickets £8.50 (to include fish/chicken supper) must be
booked in advance from Sally Argent on 812418.  BYO
drinks.

The clocks will go forward by one hour on
Sunday 25th March as British Summer
Time begins for another year.  The official
time changes at 1.00am, moving forward to
2.00am across the UK.

LINK NEWS

Thank you, Katharine
Katharine Hurford is stepping down from her role as
Minutes Secretary for 'The Link' committee.  Katharine
has been our Secretary since the 1990s and has carried
out her duties with efficiency and good humour, sprin-
kled with a great deal of patience.  Thank you so much
for all you have done for 'The Link'.  Your calm presence
will be missed, and if you feel the need to attend the
occasional committee meeting in the future, please do,
you’ll always be very welcome.



Mission
Shaped Intro

Wednesdays  7.45 - 9.45 pm
29th Feb - 28th Mar

at the Free Church Hall
All welcome - please join us

A Lent course to rediscover mission
and re-imagine church

Led by Rev’ds
David Keeble & Paul Wilkin

7 for 7.30 pm Sat 24th Mar

QUIZ NIGHT

Tickets £9 incl ploughman’s
from Katy 812997 or church office

815243 Mon, Wed & Fri 9 -12
Bring your own drinks

In aid of the Bishop’s Lent Appeal
& Church Roof repairs
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March
1 Thu Local History Day Centre 8.00 pm
2 Fri Women’s World Day of Prayer Free Church  2 pm
3 Sat / 4 Sun Litter Pick Crafton Green 10 am
3/17/31 Sat Skips Lower St Car Park 9 am - 3 pm
3 Sat Open Day Rainbow Pre-school 10 am – noon
  St Mary’s Friends AGM & Quiz Day Centre 7 pm
6 Tue Millers AGM & Quiz Day Centre 7.45 pm
7 Wed Big Brew Coffee Morning Free Church 10.30 am – 12.30 pm
  Mountfitchet Club Day Centre 2 - 4 pm
  Mountfitchet Garden Club Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm
7/14/21/28  CTS Lent Course Free Church Hall 7.45 - 9.45 pm
8 Thu WI St John’s Hall 7.45 pm
10 Sat Entertainment Quiz Bentfield School 7.30 pm
11 Sun Link copy due in today before 12 noon
11 Sun / 24 Sat Stansted Family Café Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
12 Mon Shalom 7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
15 Thu U3A St John’s Hall 1.30 pm
17 Sat St Clare Quiz MMC College 7 for 7.30 pm
  Music@stansted St John’s Church 7.30 pm
21 Wed Millers Coffee Morning Day Centre 10 – 11.30 am
  Annual Parish Meeting Free Church 8 pm
23 Fri Lib Dem Supper Club Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm
24 Sat Spanish Civil War Talk Free Church Hall 9.45 am – 3.15 pm
  St John’s Quiz Night  St John’s Hall 7 for 7.30 pm
25 Sun Boot Sale MMC College  11 am – 2 pm
26 Mon Shalom At Home 49 Recreation Ground  8 pm
30 Fri M P Surgery Council Offices 5.45 – 6.30 pm
  Introduction to Bowls Bowling Club 8 pm

VILLAGE EVENTS

AGM & Short Quiz
7.45 pm Tue 6th Mar

*******
Coffee Morning

10 am Wed 21st Mar
Both events at the Day Centre

7 for 7.30 pm Sat 17th Mar
Mountfitchet Maths &

Computing College

Note new, larger venue!

QUIZ NIGHT

Tickets £10 incl Ploughman’s
from Caroline on 813938
Tables 8 -10 or individuals

SPANISH CIVIL WAR
its history, art and literature

by David Morson & Judith Moss

Saturday 24th March
9.45 am - 3.15 pm (with lunch break)

Stansted Free Church Hall
£8 incl mid-morning refreshments
Please tel 850209 or 647213

All Welcome

Sat 10th Mar 7.30 pm
Tickets £8 ~  tables of 8

 incl hot supper
Bring your own drinks  & nibbles

Please tel 815496

Bentfield School PTA

Entertainment Quiz

All are warmly invited

Fairtrade
Fortnight

27th Feb - 11th Mar

BIG BREW
& Sale OF FAIRTRADE GOODS

10.30 - 12.30  Wed 7th Mar
Free Church Foyer

7.30 for 8 pm Fri 23rd March
Day Centre

Tickets £12, under 26’s £6
 (incl supper) from 814222 or 813579

 Bar ~ Raffle

SUPPER CLUB with

Stansted & District
Liberal Democrats

Rt Hon Lord McNally, Minister of State for
Justice, & House of Lords Lib Dem Leader

AGM, Quiz Night & Supper
 Sat 3rd March 7 pm

Day Centre
Tickets £8.50 (incl fish/chicken and
chips) must be booked in advance

from Sally on 812418

BYO drinks ~ All welcome

Friends of
St Mary’s Church

Bowling Club, Recreation Ground

An informal evening where
coaches will be on hand to
explain the rules of the game

and answer any questions
Enquiries tel 815036

ALL WELCOME

Jack Liebeck  Violin
Katya Apekisheva  Piano

Play Brahms, Tchaikovsky, Bridge and Beethoven
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the osteopath

Why live with your
aches and pains?

Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
who specialises in both structural and cranial
osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.

She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.
Her aim  is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.

To claim your free assessment consultation* call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371

61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH
osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk

*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change

    Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
   who specialises in both structural and cranial
  osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

Pilates ClassBack to Basics

 Mondays 8 - 9 pm & Saturdays 9 - 10 am
Beginners’ Class Fridays 7 - 8 pm
The Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted.

To book one of the limited spaces available or find out more
please call Hazel on 01279 813371 or 07973 409675

Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

Free introductory class throughout this month

Pilates
1:1 Studio Lessons
- latest equipment

Group Matwork Classes
-up to 10 per class

Mobile: 07964 325783
Studio: 01279 813254
Email: tonepilates@btinternet.com
Web:  www.tonepilates.co.uk

 Strength without bulk

 Longer, leaner muscles

 Improved posture & mobility

Tony Boardman

 Coordination & balance

 Well-being & confidence

 Rehabilitation after injury

How are YOU feeling today?
We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:
Back Pain, Neck Pain, Sports Injuries, Migraine and other Joint and Muscle Problems

 We are offering an initial consultation with the Chiropractor which includes a thorough
physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £50) on production of this advert.

This offer is also valid with our Physiotherapist

Recent guidelines published by the National Institute for Health and  Clinical Excellence (NICE) recom-
mend the option of spinal manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the management of certain      types

of low back pain    www.nice.org.uk/cg88

20 Cambridge Road

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcel Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC.

And Associates
Registered Doctors of Chiropractic

20 Cambridge Road
Stansted CM24 8BZ

01279 815336

HPC & CSP Registered

MRI on refer-
ral

BUPA and AXA/PPP Members of the British
Chiropractic Association

Digital X-ray available on site

Immediate Access
No GP Referral requiredStansted Chiropractic & Back

Pain Clinic

Dexa Scanning for Oste-
oporosis avaialable
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strange things, likes commodes and walking frames, would
come in and out of the house. Setting up the toy library was
fun as we got to help choose and try out the toys. But she
did, of course, make plenty of time to be a Mum, driving us
to Farnham Primary School in her little Morris Minor.  The
other children made up a little song about “Mrs Scarr, Mrs
Scarr in her little motor car”. There were trips to the cinema
and London museums in the school holidays. She was
always there, very supportive and encouraging, helping us
get through school and university, preparing us for adult life.
She loved the grandchildren, James, Annabel and Patrick,
and having them to stay. The last couple of years were diffi-
cult for her. She had to work so hard to take care of my Dad,
and was so brave after he died, making such an effort to get

out and socialise. The diagnosis of leukaemia
and the difficult months of her treatment were a
blow. She would have liked more time to enjoy
her friendships, without being on treatment,
time to see her grandchildren grow, but she
would never have wanted to lose her indepen-
dence. So we can be thankful that she was
spared a long drawn-out illness.

She took care of Stansted but Stansted also took
care of her. I’d like to thank everyone for being
her friend and for all the kind words and
expressions of appreciation I’ve received.

Josie Scarr
She was a very kind Oma,
yes, she was my Oma,
and I was her grandchild,
look for a good place in your heart and put  Brenda there,
and if she's in your heart you can never forget her,
she was kind and fun.

Annabel (age 7)

Brenda and I were members of a small steering group set up
29 years ago to explore the feasibility of forming a commu-
nity care scheme to help those in need within Stansted.  Even
at that embryo stage, Brenda’s input was invaluable.  Having
been involved with the Red Cross for many years and aware
of the shortcomings (especially at that time) in the profes-
sional services and care available, she was able to identify
important areas in which a voluntary community care
scheme could help.  Helpline thus came into being in 1984
and Brenda’s total commitment to the scheme never faltered.
She was a member of the committee, a listener-in, and a ded-
icated volunteer in undertaking tasks required, from 1984
until 2010 when she 'took a break' to care for her husband,
Robin, during his final illness.  Sadly, it was not long after
his death that her own health problems prevented her from
returning to her numerous voluntary activities, including
Helpline. The Helpline Committee will greatly miss
Brenda’s wealth of knowledge in all areas of the voluntary
sector as well as her compassion and insight into the needs of
others. There is no doubt that Stansted, and indeed Uttlesford
as a whole, will be the poorer for the loss of such a hard-
working, dedicated and caring lady.

Francine Cope
Helpline Chairman

At the memorial service for Brenda held in Stansted Free
Church on 6th February, £400 was raised for Cancer
Research UK. The family would like to thank everyone for
their generous donations to this cause in Brenda’s name.

IN MEMORIAM

BRENDA SCARR, MBE

28th June 1928 – 26th January 2012

Mum was born in Putney, an only child, and named Brenda
Claudine Robinson.  Her father, a veteran of the First World
War, had met her mother at Harrods where they both
worked. He was a designer of exhibitions and she worked in
the department store. Her mother suffered with depression all
her life and found bringing up a child a challenging task. So
Brenda often played at the neighbour’s house where she
made perhaps her first friends who she was still in touch
with, and had plans to meet up with later this
year.

When war broke out Brenda was evacuated to
Reading, which she found a daunting experi-
ence being sent off by train and then waiting to
be picked by one of the host families. But soon
her mother joined her in Reading for the rest of
the war, where they both took up cycling as a
way to explore the Berkshire countryside.  At
17 she had already decided that she wanted to
be a nurse, but was too young to start training.
So she went back to London and worked for a
year as a dental nurse, before going to Guys
Hospital to train as a nurse. After Guys she joined the RAF
and continued nursing, flying to faraway places such as
Singapore to bring back injured troops. She assured me that
this was not glamorous air travel and that she often felt quite
unwell flying in the unpressurised planes.

After more than 10 years in nursing Mum decided it was
time for a change and she was offered a Home Office grant
to study to become a probation officer. In the late '50s she
went to LSE and obtained a diploma in sociology. Her first
job as a probation officer was in Bromley, Kent. Her super-
visor was Daphne Scarr and through Daphne she met Robin
and they married in 1962. In 1963 Sarah was born, and soon
afterwards came the move to Stansted. My Mum was not
thrilled at the news that they would be moving to Essex; she
had visions of a flat and unattractive county. She soon
changed her mind, charmed by the villages in this part of
Essex. They bought the house in Lower Street and Stansted
became their home. For a while she worked part time as a
social worker based in Saffron Walden and this was perhaps
the first step towards getting to know the local community.
She decided to give up her job as a social worker - but of
course she never really did.

There are almost too many things she did to be able to
remember them all. She set up a toy library to help families
with handicapped children; she delivered meals on wheels;
she was active in the Red Cross; she helped take the handi-
capped children to the Huw Johnson Club; she was on the
Parish Council; an ethics committee; charitable trusts and, of
course, she was one of the founders of the Day Centre. In
1996 she was awarded the MBE for her services in the Red
Cross.  We had a lovely, memorable day going to the Palace
for the ceremony.

So what was it like growing up with a Mum who was so
busy and active? Well she was always on the phone - and



OrionHeating.co.uk

01279 813591

Woodburning Stove & Cooker Shop
Seasoned wood
held in stock

Cooking Ranges
Gas stoves and 
fires, efficient 
& money saving

Established 1977
Visit our shop for adviceFree home surveys

Fireplace and
 full chimney
design service

25 Cambridge Road,
Stansted Mountfitchet
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New Chief Executive Meets MP
The importance of continued fundraising by the community
was one of the key issues discussed when new hospice Chief
Executive, Tanya Curry met local MP, Robert Halfon.
Tanya highlighted the hospice’s strategy for developing its
services in West Essex and emphasised the need for volun-
teers and fundraisers to continue to support the charity.  St
Clare Hospice currently only receives 24 per cent of its
£2.7m annual running costs from the NHS. The rest it has to
raise itself.  The importance of increasing its fundraising
efforts has been heightened because of the real challenges in
the economic climate and the increase in services provided
by the hospice for local people.  Tanya also confirmed there
is a continued increase in demand for services which, as a
local hospice, they really wish to meet.

Quiz Night at Stansted
Stansted Friends of St Clare’s are holding a quiz evening at
the Mountfitchet Mathematics and Computing College on
Saturday 17th March, 7.00pm for 7.30pm. Tickets £10
(including ploughman's platter), from Caroline Bore on
813938 - tables of eight to ten, or individuals.

Jumble sale at Clavering
Stansted Friends of St Clare Hospice are holding their annual
Jumble Sale in Clavering Village Hall on Saturday 21st April
from 2.00pm.  Entry is 20p and includes a cup of tea and a
biscuit. If you have any bric a brac items, small pieces of fur-
niture or clean clothing you would like to donate please con-
tact Gill on 815486 or Caroline on 813938. Please come
along and support the event in aid of your local hospice.

Midnight Walk – 2 for £20 in March!  Do it in the dark!
Back by popular demand for the fifth year running, St Clare
Hospice invites you to join their annual 10k Midnight Walk
around Harlow on 16th June.  This year we need your help to
make it bigger and better than ever.  Registration will open
on 1st March and for one month only we will be running a
special offer where two people can register for £20 instead of
the usual £15 each. Whether you have taken part before or
fancy trying something new, it is much more fun with a
friend! So start telling your friends now to make sure you do
not miss out on the fantastic offer, and help St Clare Hospice
by ‘Doing it in the dark!’ Register online at
www.stclarehospice.org.uk/midnightwalk.html or call
773750 for a registration form.

10km Run – Sunday 1st April
Runners can register for our annual 10km on the day at St
Clare’s, Hastingwood.  The hospice hopes to attract some
600 runners and raise £15,500 towards the £2.7m needed to
run the hospice every year so we can continue to provide
care free of charge to patients and their families. The event is
open to all runners aged 15 years and over and all will
receive a goody bag, medal and t-shirt. Family and friends
are welcome to go along on the day to cheer on the runners.
Registration costs £12 (or £10 for affiliated runners). For
more information, email fund@stclarehospice.org.uk or ring
773750 or visit www.stclarehospice.org.uk/10krun.html.

Giles Wright

Dates for your diary
President's Cup - Sunday 4th March – 10.00am
Ideally, we would love to get 16 players (eight ladies and
eight men) to make this tournament possible. The cost will
be £5 per player, which will include lots of tennis as well as
a soup and ploughman's lunch. If you are a member of the
Tennis Club and would like to enter, please email Chris
Hollis on chris.hollis2@btinternet.com.

Coaching
For more details about coaching at Stansted Tennis Club,
please contact Chris Hollis on 319155 or Martyn Taplin
(Monday night adult coaching session) on 816386.  Chris is
currently planning the junior programme, so if you are inter-
ested in getting started at the beginning of the season, please
contact Chris as soon as possible. You do not have to be a
Club member to take part!

Used tennis balls
Used tennis balls can be purchased for £1 per tube of four -
choose your own! Please contact Jan Hollis on 812073.

Club Playing Sessions
Members are encouraged to attend these open sessions:
Wednesday from 9.00am and 6.00pm
Friday from 9.30am.  Sunday from 10.00am

Contacts
Richard Mott (Secretary) 466348, Janet Hollis (Chairman)
812073, Daphne Lunnon (Membership Secretary) 817574.

Chris Hollis
Tel: 319155

BROOME END CELEBRATES
ROSE’S 100th BIRTHDAY

Rose Scott from Broome End Care Home celebrated her
100th birthday on Thursday 2nd February in style with her
son Gerald, grandchildren, family and friends. The party
started with entertainers 'Just Us' singing all the old favour-
ites, to which we all sang along.  After the grand opening of
the telegram from the Queen, everyone tucked into party
food, followed by champagne and cake.

Julia Cracknell
Activities Co-ordinator

Stansted Tennis ClubStansted Tennis Club



OFFICE SUPPLIES & ART AND CRAFT SUPERSTORE
CHAPEL HILL, STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET, ESSEX CM24 8AP
TEL: 01279 816659 ~ www.millwaystationery.co.uk

STOCKISTS OF HORNBY, LEGO, MECCANO, AIRFIX,
DMC, ANITA’S CRAFTS, ENCAUSTIC ART, FIMO,

SCRAPBOOKING, WINSOR & NEWTON,
DALER-ROWNEY, RUBBER STAMPING, FABRIC PAINTS,

FACE PAINTS, HELIUM BALLOONS, GREETING CARDS & WRAP.

AT OUR SUPERSTORE WE HOLD IN STOCK
OVER 30,000 PRODUCTS

ALL YOUR STATIONERY NEEDS FOR THE HOME AND OFFICE
INKJET CARTRIDGES, LASER TONERS, CDRs, PAPER,

ENVELOPES, FURNITURE, FILING PRODUCTS,
FILOFAX, PARKER.

OPEN:
MON-FRI 8.30am—5.00 pm SAT 9.00am—1.00pm

FREE PARKING
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and Bishop’s Stortford

 Orthotics
 Diabetic Foot Care
 Evening & Saturday Clinics
 Routine Treatment

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 652249     info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

 multiroom audio systems
 home cinema
 surround sound installation
 home networking solutions
 digital TV and satellite

01279 647227
www.stortfordaudio.co.uk

Stortford Audio
multiroom audio visual installations

STANSTED  MOUNTFITCHET
SOCIAL CLUB

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Why wait? Apply now!
Membership forms from the club in Lower Street

Tel 01279 812992

  DRINKS AT LOW PRICES

 Children’s Room
 Dropdown TV
 3 Full Size Snooker Tables
 Darts and Pool
 Gaming machines
 Jukebox & Live Entertainment
 Raffles and Bingo

Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere

LINO
THOMAS
HAIRDRESSERS

THE GREENS BUILDING
 CAMBRIDGE ROAD

STANSTED CM24 8BZ

TEL 01279 812910
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QUEEN’S JUBILEE DARTS CUP
In 1977, the year of the Queen’s silver jubilee, the Parish
Council bought a darts cup for all the pubs in Stansted to
compete for. The competition was four players to a team to
play three games of 501. The winners were The Kings Arms,
and George Webb who was landlord at the time thought it

would be fun to play for it every year. The cup was last
played for in 1985 when it was won the by the Dog and
Duck, and then was forgotten about until Sally found the cup
in a box in the attic and gave it to me. This year being Her
Majesty’s diamond jubilee, we though it would be fun to
play the competition once again. So, if any of you are inter-
ested and are able to host a darts match please let me know
and we will organise the best time to play it.

Paul Moore
The Kings Arms Hotel

Tel: 812948
Email: kingsarmsph@btconnect.com

MANUDEN SINGERS
JUBILEE PROMENADE CONCERT

The Manuden Singers, soloists and players will perform a
Jubilee Promenade Concert at 7.30pm on Sunday 15th April
in Manuden Church.  The programme will feature Corona-
tion Music including Handel’s 'Zadok the Priest', Parry’s 'I
was Glad' and, of course,' Rule Britannia', 'Jerusalem' and
other prom favourites. Tickets £10 (children £5) from Fiona
Bengsten on 812157, or on the door.  All proceeds from the
concert will be donated to charitable causes.

Ian Priest

BIG BREW
Fairtrade Fortnight is from 27th February to 11th March,
when we are invited to ‘Take a Step’ for Fairtrade. We are
being encouraged to take one step (or more) towards a fairer
world, perhaps by including at least one more fairly-traded
item in your weekly shop. There will be a Big Brew Coffee
Morning and Traidcraft Sale on Wednesday 7th March from

10.30am - 12.30pm at Stansted Free Church.
Everyone welcome. Entry free.

Brenda Veitch
Tel: 815819

Road safety continues to be a concern around Foresthall Park
- a cyclist was knocked off her bike at the Walson Way/
Church Road junction in January.  I know that Essex County
Council (ECC)/Highways are looking at a number of
schemes to address traffic and safety concerns (given the
imminent school relocation) but it would be good to see
some progress soon, especially those measures designed to
combat speeding and improve sightlines near junctions and
crossings. I have reiterated this to the Parish Council and I
know that they share these concerns and are pushing hard for
action. I have learnt that we can expect to see some litter and
dog bins soon - although we will have to wait for the ground
to thaw slightly so that the stakes that support the bins can be
put in. With the weather in mind, I have also learnt that we
are due a couple of salt bins but these are still on order. I’m
afraid it may be too late this season but plans are afoot. The
recent residents’ survey that Councillor Alan Dean handed
out got a response rate of 28% (190 forms) and the informa-
tion provided is very useful in terms of identifying residents'
priorities.  I will provide more detailed feedback once I have
it.

We have now exceeded 50 followers on our website which is
really positive.  The effectiveness, integrity and overall suc-
cess of our group depend on representation from the whole
development so if you are reading this and have not yet
signed up then I would encourage you to do so.  You should
all have received your copy of the Community Plan
(outlining the future plans for Stansted) through your letter-
box.  I did not - so if anyone else did not, then please contact
the Parish Council - they can provide a copy of the plan.

Note that the next village litter pick is planned for 3rd/4th
March so pop that date in the diary - it will include Foresthall
Park.

Stephen Berry (Chairman)
Tel: 647652

Email: s.berry@mac.com
www.foresthallparkresidents.org

TeamTeam22CleanClean
www.team2clean.co.ukwww.team2clean.co.uk

W ith a f riendly, professional and ef f icient  staf f
TEAM  2 CL EAN  is the cleaning company you can
t rust  to give a professional, f lexible service to match
your individual demands. Our services include:

  D omest ic cleaning
  Commercial cleaning
  Of f ice cleaning
  End of  tenancy cleaning
  Oven cleaning
  Carpet  &  hard f loor

Contact us now  and get the f irst  hour F RE E !

CAL L  N OW :
07511 782 317
01279 655 318
E-M AI L
I nfo@team2clean
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A.C.WRIGHT
B U I L D I N G  C O N T R A C T O R S

Orchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 8LB
Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

Perfect Plastering
Services

 All Aspects Undertaken
 Clean, Reliable Service
 Free Estimates

 Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 812524 Mob 07793 887198

freeman223@hotmail.com

jason bagge architecture

residential and commercial architecture

ARB RIBA BSc BArch LLM

masterplanning, interior and landscape design
planning and building contracts consultancy
www.jasonbaggearchitecture.com
jasonb@jasonbaggearchitecture.com
T: 01279 813211      m: 07528 891716

‘Restoring the past and building for the future’
Architect: M.A.HIBBS BSoc Sci, BSc, Dip Arch, ARB
Partner: S.M.WALSH LSIAD, BSc (Hons) Arch

Associate: J.A.Hayes BA, Dip Arch, ARB
82 High Street  Saffron Walden  Essex  CB10 1EE

Tel 01799 523660  Fax 01799 509940
Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

 Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

T. F. PLASTERING

 Re-skimming
 Coving
 Rendering
 Pebble Dashing
 Floor Screeding

Over 15 yrs experience. High standard of work. Fully insured.
For a free estimate call Terry

Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036

All aspects undertaken including:

 Residential
 Industrial
 Interior Design
 Project Management
 Planning & Building Regulation Applications

Bareham Overy Partnership
RIBA Chartered Architects

Turn ideas into reality .....

01279 816040    john@barehamovery.co.uk
The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE

 Leisure
 Commercial
 Space Planning

All building works undertaken
including patios, fencing,
decorating, tiling, roofing,

extensions, kitchens, bathrooms

CHURCHILL GENERAL BUILDERS

Free estimates contact Duncan on
01799 543150 or 07792 254508

Corner Cottage Vicarage Lane Ugley CM22 6HU

ATTENTIVE •  COURTEOUS •  RELIABLE

N & S INSTALLATIONS
Quality Kitchens

Design • Supply • Fit

‘Made to Measure’  -  not  just ‘off the shelf ’

Very competitive pricing

Free estimates and quotations

Call Neil: 07921 632488 or Sean: 07796 172265

Mob: 07540 145 413
Tel: 01279 814 097

www.uniqueconstruction.com
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Our speaker for February was Bruce Munro on the subject of
the very controversial Christian Socialist Vicar The Very
Reverend Conrad Noel. Conrad Noel (1869-1942) was edu-
cated in private schools and went to Cambridge which he left
after a year of riotous living. He was a Christian Socialist
and Anti-Imperialist and became a national figure known as
the ‘Red Vicar’.  He was appointed to the living of Thaxted
in 1910 through Lady Warwick, a militant Socialist, who had
the gift of livings of six churches to whom she appointed
left-wing vicars. He was an energetic but unusual character
who set about transforming the church in Thaxted.  He
revived church rituals such as burning incense, introduced
Morris dancing in 1911 and folk music festivals. Amongst
his musical collaborators was the composer Gustav Holst
who lived in Thaxted.

Noel’s appointment created immense turbulence in Thaxted
and his reforms split the town. Many of his regular congrega-
tion left the church never to return. On Empire Day 1922,
Noel hung the Red Flag and flag of Sinn Fein in the church
and hugely offended the population.  Cambridge under-
graduates raided the church and removed the flags, the
so-called ‘Battle of the Flags’. Thaxted was bedecked with
patriotic displays, with the Union Jack flying from lamp
posts everywhere. In consequence, Noel locked the church
for four days. The affair was debated in the House of
Commons and eventually a consistory court ruled that they
could not be displayed. Noel died in 1942 and was succeeded
by his curate, his son-in-law, Jack Putterill, a man with a
similar outlook to his own who, for example, prayed for
Stalin’s soul. It is only in quite recent times that the divisions
in the town have healed. However Noel’s music legacy
remains with the Morris dancers celebrating their centenary
last year.

Future meetings at 8.00 pm in the Day Centre
1st March - Jen and Richard Allaway on 'Gilbey, Blyth and
Gold, a Stansted family'.
5th April - Roger Plumb on 'The Middletons, Lords of the
Manor of Stansted'.

Paul Embleton
Tel: 812627

BAG IT AND BIN IT
As a resident of the Recreation Ground I often walk across
the grass. I have noted that there is a proliferation of dog
mess. Recently a visitor to Stansted wrote a letter to the
Herts and Essex Observer because his son had got his clothes
covered in it whilst playing on the Rec. It is a minority of
dog walkers who give the responsible majority a bad name.
By the way, the second part of Bag it and Bin it is just as
important as the first. I hear that some people have the
bizarre habit of hanging bags on trees!

Catherine Dean

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
Would the dog owner who diligently picks up their pet's
excrement in bright blue plastic bags, please use the Dog
Litter Bin, or take it home to dispose of instead of dropping it
along the alleyway between Gilbey Crescent and Croasdaile
Road, or throwing it into gardens?  Young children use this
alleyway en route to Bentfield School and I am sure you
would not want your child or grandchild to pick up, investi-
gate or open a bag of dog poo!!!

Maralyn Harris

So, winter finally came and with it an opportunity to wear
snowsuits, build snowmen, make snow angels, sledge and
have snowball fights.  Snow should be exciting when you are
young and judging from the Recreation Ground whilst we
were there, there are plenty of big and little kids in Stansted
who all took part in enjoying all the fun that fresh snow has
to offer.  We would love to see more local faces at our Tea
and Toy meetings held on the first Friday of every month at
St John's Church Hall, it really is an opportunity to get to
know other local mums and give the children an opportunity
to play and socialise. Are you friends with your local NCT
branch on Facebook?  By liking us you will then receive
reminders of our planned activities.   Fancy a friendly chat
and some new playmates?  Our coffee mornings are informal
gatherings held in members’ homes.  Each age group is
individually tailored for, Bumps and Babes every Friday
10.00am-11.30am , Toddlers Monday 10.00am-11.30am and
Pre-school Wednesday 1.00pm-2.30pm.  We would love to
meet you and it is a great way to make new friends.

Additional Events Being Held This Month
All our events are for members and non-members.

Friday 2nd March 10.00am Tea and Toys at St John's Church
Hall, for all pre-schoolers, please bring a ride on toy.
Wednesday 14th March 3.30pm – meet at Coconuts Soft
Play, for all ages
Wednesday 14th March 8.00pm Social Branch Meeting – an
opportunity to meet members of the NCT and plan the diary
sheets for the upcoming months.  Please call if you would
like to attend for further details.
Friday 23rd March 8.00pm Parents and carers night out.
Venue to be arranged, to include a meal and drinks.
For further information on any of these events or our weekly
coffee mornings, please contact me.

Anna Sedgbeer
Tel: 812257

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Original Watercolours
Supplied with signed, dated,

certificate of authenticity
Surreal/Fantasy,

Dramatic Waterfalls
Fishing boats on rough, calm seas

By local Artist; Stephen M Davis
Exhibited at

Emily’s Flowers, Chapel Hill,
Stansted. 01279 815478
Or available from Artist:

Email: s.davis571@btinternet.com
Phone:                       01279 817904

T his painting for sale @ £655.00. F ramed 16x20. Please call
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is buried in Paris and her songs live on, especially 'Non, je ne
regrette rien' which Andrea played to end her talk.
We will be holding a Jubilee Cream Tea at the Day Centre
on 20th June, which we hope many of you will attend.
Homemade scones and jam, of course!
March Meeting - Thursday 8th at 7.45pm at St John's Hall -
Dr Tony Maisey - ' The Concept of Pain' - Dr Maisey was a
popular speaker at the U3A last year. We had four new mem-
bers in February - come along and join them!

Judy Colliver
Tel: 812470

A new leader has taken over our Saturday club for older chil-
dren.  After the sad goodbyes to Sarah there is excitement to
see what changes Karen will make. Karen has worked with
the younger children for six years so everyone knows her
already. She invited Tricky Ricky to turn her first meeting
into a party. At the beginning of February three people spent
a day on the Isle of Wight checking out the accommodation
for our long weekend holiday at Easter.    We take the risk

assessment very seriously.   Last year’s weekend break was
much appreciated by the ten year olds and even more by their
parents.   If we can afford it we will offer two weekend
breaks in 2012.

On 7th March the Rotary Club will be holding a Charity Din-
ner at the Weston Centre to raise money for our Holiday
Club. The speaker will be the Essex Paralympian Danny
Crates. Danny played rugby for Essex Under-21s before he
was involved in a car crash and lost an arm. Undaunted by
the amputation he returned to rugby and played for Thurrock.
His achievement resulted in TV coverage and that led to an
invitation to try athletics.  He was a natural runner and won
Bronze in Sydney.  Most people would have been delighted
but Danny was furious he hadn’t trained harder and went on
to win Gold in Athens. He was so inspirational that he was
chosen to carry the Team GB flag in Beijing. Tickets are £35
from 651120. You will be able to support us by buying £5
raffle tickets (two good prizes) or bidding in the auction and
you will hear one of the life enriching stories behind the Ol-
ympic Games.

David Scott
Tel: 656085

Email: davidscott47@hotmail.com

Our January meeting was chaired by Vice-President Kathy
Poole standing in for me whilst I was enjoying the delights of
an Australian summer, as was Shirley Binder, another mem-
ber of our Committee. The speaker for the evening, Vic
Botterill, entertained everyone with a story entitled 'Who
killed the Baroness?’ After hearing the sad  tale of her
demise, the members had to decide, firstly for themselves,
and then in groups who, of all the characters, was the most
likely to have done the deed. Apparently everyone who was
present at the time had a motive and could have done it. As
Vic led everyone through discussions the members learnt a
lot about themselves and the female mind and how it works!
Apparently they never did come to any conclusion as to who
was the real killer. It was an evening with a difference and
went well with the wine and refreshments served at small
tables.

We enjoyed taking part in the St Mary's Christmas Tree Fes-
tival, having already decorated a Christmas tree at Hyde Hall
for a special event there, involving many Essex WIs. I was
delighted to be back for the very enjoyable New Year dinner
at the end of January at The Chequers, when 39 members
were present.

February brought the snow and ice, which was particularly
bad the night of our meeting. The car park at the side of the
church where we usually park was like an ice rink and we
had to stop people attempting to use it. Our speaker for the
evening, chosen especially in case of inclement weather, as
she lives in Stansted, was Andrea Fitt. Her talk about the life
of Edith Piaf was entitled 'A Life in Song'. I had assured
her  that we had never cancelled a WI meeting so she
bravely said she would speak even if it was only to four or
five people! However, our gallant members and some visi-
tors turned up despite a fresh fall of snow (which the
weathermen said we wouldn't get) and there were 35 of us.
How glad we were that we had: Andrea gave such a wonder-
ful presentation of Edith Piaf's life, and played three of her
well-known songs.

Edith Piaf, named after the nurse Edith Cavell, was born in
1915. Her mother, a singer, and her father, an acrobat, aban-
doned her early on and she lived with her grandmother for a
while, who ran a brothel - not the best start in life. She first
sang in public at 14 in street performances all over France.
She fell in love at 17 and gave birth to a daughter, who sadly
died at the age of 2. In 1935 she was discovered in Paris by
Louis Leplee and sang in his nightclub 'Le Gerny'.  He taught
her stage presence and suggested the black dress that became
her trademark. She made records and her career advanced
steadily, writing many of her own songs, and she became one
of the most famous singers in France. During the war years
she worked for the French Resistance, whilst appearing to
collaborate with the Germans. Afterwards she toured Europe
and the US and appeared on the Ed Sullivan Show and at
Carnegie Hall. She had many lovers and two marriages, the
last one to a Greek hairdresser 20 years her junior. A series
of car accidents made her dependent on morphine and her
health suffered, she died of cancer aged only 47. Her funeral
procession drew thousands of mourners into the streets. She

Stansted
Evening

Women’s Institute

Stansted
Evening

Women’s Institute
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Mitchell School of Dance

Mrs Mitchell LISTD Dip   AISTD  AES Dip
Fully qualified and registered teacher

Dancing Displays   Examinations
Choreography    National Competitions

Classes at:

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
St. Mary’s Church Hall, Birchanger

Tel: 01992 812781

A&I Electrical

All Electrical
Installations and

Repairs

New Fuse Boards
and Rewires

 Tel 07711 202423

J.D.W.
Gas heating Specialist

Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns

of  Central Heating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing

Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out
Gas Safe Registered

Ex. British Gas

Contact Julian
1 Church Hill Corner
Tel 01279 816083
or 07967 366585

Outstanding tuition for children in BALLET (RAD)
and MODERN DANCE on Mondays after school

at the QUAKER HALL, STANSTED
plus MELODY BEAR classes in Stansted

for pre-school children to introduce children to
dance & movement

Including Tap, Jazz,  Drama and Musical Theatre
+ Adult Ballet and Adult Tap

For further details and a Free Prospectus:
Telephone: 01279 654423

Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk
www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

NICK SHUTES
Painting and Decorating Ltd

High quality interior and

exterior redecoration

All woodwork repairs and replacements

including fascias, soffits and cladding

01799 542385
or 07885 778213

For a no obligation quotation call

Regular cleaning, maintenance
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment

Crystal Clear
Pond Services
Pond Cleaning &

Maintenance

 Pond Cleaning
 Pond Restoration
 Water Features
 Pond Supplies

For a clean and healthy
pond all year round.

Free estimates & quotes

01279 812011
07999 536580

www.crystalclearponds.co.uk
info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

Ian has redesigned the
conventional bird table
and created functional,
aesthetically pleasing
sculptures for your garden.
He has exhibited widely,
and his work is held
extensively in collections
throughout the UK and
Europe.
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Hello everyone, the staff at Spangles are pleased to announce
that the tender for all the Children’s Centres in West Essex
has been awarded to a charity called Spurgeons, who will be
in place on 1st April. It is our intention that the transfer to a
new lead body will be seamless but I am sure everyone
understands that there might be a few changes. The team
here are very positive about Spurgeons and are looking for-
ward to working with them.

Bosom Buddies at Spangles
Wow, this group has been an instant success and the Rodings
Midwife Team has been joined by a member of the Health
Visiting Team to provide help and support for babies over 28
days old.  Come along to the group, which is now called
‘Bosom Buddies’, 10.30am -12.30pm on Fridays for support
and friendship;  there is plenty to do for older children too.

Timetable changes
We have branched out a little and now have three baby and
toddler groups that are associated to us, Thursdays in
Hatfield Heath and Farnham, and Friday’s  Birchanger
Buddies has become so successful the session has been
extended from 1.30pm-3.30pm.

Celebrations
We will be putting on special events for the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics/Paralympics, but first of
all it will be our 4th birthday in March. On Thursday 8th
March we will suspend our normal programme and open the
doors to all our families old and new to come and join us for
a play day. We would also like to take part in the ICAN’s
chatterbox challenge again this year and will be performing
songs and rhymes together for the charity that supports chil-
dren with communication difficulties.

Volunteers
Our plea for volunteers last year was very successful, but we
have room for some more! Anyone that has a spare few
hours and would like to come and help us with preparing
snacks, playing with the children (especially the painting and
craft activities), administration, washing a few toys etc. and
if you can sing or play an instrument this is the place to be!
For information on any of the above, please  give us a call on
812348. Our most up to date timetable can be found at
www.spangleschildrenscentre.org.

Mandy Fitchett
Coordinator
Tel: 812348

CHILDREN’S RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Irish Freckle Bread

Try making this easy soda bread for St Patrick’s Day on 19th
March.  The raisins make the bread look like it has freckles!
Soda bread doesn’t keep well so is best eaten fresh.

Ingredients
olive oil for greasing
250g plain flour
1 level tsp salt
1 level tsp bicarbonate of soda
2 tsp soft brown sugar
225ml buttermilk
50g raisins

Method
Preheat oven to 220°C.

Sift the flour, salt and bicarb into the mixing bowl and add
the sugar.
Stir in the butter-milk and raisins with a wooden spoon, then
bring it all together with your hands. It should be soft and
firm. Add more flour if needed.

Knead the dough lightly in the bowl until smooth, then shape
it into a deep ball.

Place it on a greased baking tray.

Slash a deep cross in the top of the loaf.

Bake for approximately 12 mins, then another 15-20 mins at
200°C until the base sounds hollow.

For details of cookery classes and parties for 2-11 year
olds contact Jane Chate, Kiddy Cook 07796 270068,
Stansted@kiddycook.co.uk www.kiddycook.co.uk.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor

With summer looming, one's thoughts drift to gardening and
allotments.  In an effort to help our parish and its people, I
happened across Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall’s ‘Land Share’
website: www.landshare.net/index and have set up a
Stansted group that people can join.

Under the Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908, councils
have a duty to provide sufficient allotments (in a timely
fashion ie one month) for any resident living in the area who
wants one, and local authorities can compulsorily purchase
land if necessary for this purpose.

If six people collectively write to the council they are duty
bound to consider the request for additional allotment provi-
sion.  I know this is a long shot, and slightly away from the
purposes of the 'Land Share' site, but if you are waiting for
an allotment in the village please contact me so that we can
send in a collective letter.

Kevin Hancock
Tel: 07940 124002
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Do-It-4U
General Handyman

Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance
  Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
  Drain Blockages Cleared
  Gardens Tidied & Maintained
  Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
  Fences Erected & Repaired
  Gutters Cleaned,  Repaired  or  Replaced
  Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel  01279  814411    Mobile  07774  877320

Pest Control & Prevention

 Ants, Bed Bugs
 Bees, Cockroaches
 Fleas, Flies, Foxes
 Mice, Moles, Moths
 Pigeons, Rats, Rabbits
 Squirrels, Wasps

www.h2oplants.co.uk

H2O Plants Environmental Services

Office: 01279 216538  Mobile: 07958 304744

Commercial and domestic works carried out
by fully trained, insured and discreet staff

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)

Selection of New & Used Cars
Accident Recovery Work

Welding & Chassis Repairs
Borg & Beck Clutch Point Centre

Calor Gas Stockist

 cheaper labour rate
 guaranteed workmanship

free collection & delivery in local area

Please ring Malc or Neil on 01279 813315 or 815946

MOT Testing ~ Diesel & Catalyst

We help the motorist by

Familiar with most makes of vehicles
including four wheel drives

N&J Westwood
Building and Construction

Barn loft and garage conversions
Refurbishment
Extensions
Driveways
Brickwork
Plastering
Fencing
Patios

For a free quotation and advice please call
John Westwood

Home: 01279 771867
Mobile: 07886 509722

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

 Extensions
 Kitchens
 Doors & Locks
 Windows
 Bespoke joinery
 Summer Houses
 Decking
 Soundproofing

Fully Insured and
Guaranteed

Nick Whitaker
Tel: 01279 813690

Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@live.co.uk

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

Chris Osborn
Brickwork &

Groundworks

Extensions & Conservatories
Property Improvements &

Structural Changes
Garden Walls & Patios

Flint Work & Traditional Lime
Mortars

T:  01279 850703
M:  07515 284238

Email :
chris_m_osborn@yahoo.co.uk

AUTOMOBILE ENGINEERS

David
Nunn’s
Garage

SERVICING

Bentfield Road Stansted
TEL: 01279 812686

REPAIRS



STANSTED NETWORK
NEWS FROM YOUR LOCAL COUNCILS

Clerk - Ruth Clifford
Admin Assistant - Anne Court

Email: parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214 10am - 1pm

www.stansted.net

Page 19 - Annual Parish Meeting
Page 20 - Local Development Framework
Page 21 - news from the District Council
Page 22 - news from the County Council

VILLAGE CLEAN UP

Calling all volunteers - our annual litter
pick will take place over the weekend of
3 and 4 March.  Many hands make light
work, so please register at the Council
Offices, Crafton Green on either morning
at 10am.

RECYCLING CONTAINERS  - as from
April, the metal and wood recycling
containers will be removed from the
Lower Street car park.  The Parish
Council has agreed to pay for the green
waste skip which will be available
fortnightly - see next edition for precise
dates.

SWITCHOVER TO DIGITAL - the
Crystal Palace transmitter will be
switched off from April which may affect
local residents.  For help or advice on
the switchover please ring 0800 40 85
900 (textphone 0800 40 85 936) or visit
www.helpscheme.co.uk.

MP’s SURGERY - the next date for Sir
Alan’s surgery in Stansted is Friday 30
March at 5.45-6.30pm in the Parish
Council offices.

CITIZENS’ ADVICE BUREAU - urgently
require a volunteer who can act as a
“chaperone” for their outreach
appointments at the Spangles Centre in
Lower Street.  It takes around 3 hours
on a Thursday morning - but not every
week. If you are interested in finding out
more please contact Kate Robson on
01799 527524.

DATES OF MEETINGS

   7   Full Council
 21 Annual Parish
 28 Finance

COMMUNITY TOILET SCHEME FOR STANSTED

Two businesses in Stansted are offering their facilities to
the public under a new Community Toilet Scheme from
Uttlesford District Council.

The uneconomical Supaloo in the Lower Street car park
was removed in January 2012 following the cancellation
of the contract.  From that date, the King’s Arms Hotel in
Station Road and Cafe Yeoman’s in Lower Street will be
allowing the public to use their toilets during their opening
hours without the need to make a purchase.  We would
like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the King’s
Arms Hotel and Cafe Yeoman’s for agreeing to take part.

STANSTED IN BLOOM

Once again we are thinking of ideas for ‘Stansted in
Bloom’ 2012.  Such a colourful village event will take
place in the year of two major landmarks, the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee and the Olympic Games. IDEAS
PLEASE.

Please contact:  Cllrs Valerie Trundle - 813433 and Iris
Evans - 815848.
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SETTING FUTURE DEVELOPMENT IN A CONTEXT

The directive from the Government requires planning authorities to prepare plans to meet the anticipated
needs for housing over the next 15 years.  If such a plan is not completed then decisions over development
will be taken out of the hands of the local planning authority.  This would leave this village and the District with
much less control on proposals by developers.

The Local Development Framework (LDF) is being prepared to meet Government requirements and retain
more local control on planning applications by developers.  The process is being pursued as follows:
 2011 - preparation of Development Plan Document - Development Management Policies
 February 2012 - consultation on principles of Site Allocations (exhibitions around the District).
 June 2012 - proposals on numbers and sites (following publication of population research).
 Oct/Nov 2012 - publication of LDF - further public consultation.

An exhibition was displayed at the Day Centre on 6 February but, if you were unable to visit, then a
summary is given below:

Eighteen sites have been proposed to UDC
 Of these, five have consent or are being developed.  These are Foresthall Park, Bentfield Road Industrial

Area, Mont House and Almont House in High Lane and the gasworks site in Water Lane.
 Other sites listed were land to east of High Lane, land adjacent to Churchfields, land to the west of

B1383 (Gypsy Lane), land to the west of Bentfield Pond and Pennington Lane, land to the north and
west of B1383 (Walpole Farm), land west of B1383 (Broome End), land at Avenue House (Burton End),
the triangle at top of High Lane, Elms Farm, land south of Stoney Common Road, Braefield Engineering
(High Lane) and the Concord and former Sworder’s sites on Cambridge Road.

The position of the Parish Council in relation to further development is unchanged.

 The Community Plan accepted in principle the possibility of development on five sites within the village
envelope.  These sites are:  Sworder’s & Concord - Cambridge Rd; Bentfield Rd (under development
now); Braefield - High Lane and Pines Hill - east of the B1383.  Development around Elms Farm, which
is in the green belt, may be acceptable but much depends upon the scale, the visibility and the access.
Together these sites, depending on specific plans, may add 166-267 dwellings.

 The Parish Council is opposed to any other development, whether large or small, outside existing
planning limits.  This not only includes green belt but agricultural land.

We believe that the policy of Uttlesford District Council will be strongly supportive of preserving the green belt.

A number of other considerations should be borne in mind.

 UDC will have to make provision for additional dwellings over 15 years or risk losing planning control.
The allocation of new dwellings is always likely to be contentious as most communities oppose any
substantial growth.

 This village will remain a prime target given the rail link to Cambridge, Airport and London, proximity to
the M11, schools and possibly a substantial health centre.  However, given the scale of development, as
yet uncompleted, at Foresthall Park and the need to add facilities and ensure that this remains a
cohesive and caring community, there is strong reason to oppose any major development in the
foreseeable future.  Hopefully this position will be supported by UDC.

 The infrastructure, unless substantially upgraded, should militate against the addition of hundreds, let
alone thousands of houses but vigilance will be required should major development proposals be
brought forward by UDC or any developer.

This is your opportunity to make your views known to UDC, Council Offices, London Road, Saffron
Walden, Essex CB11 4ER and preferably to the Parish Council by 5 March.
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RESIDENTS’ PARKING SCHEME TO BE REVIEWED
All parking restrictions and schemes are now the responsibility of the Parking Partnership based at
Colchester.  This partnership has been set up by local authorities in North Essex of which Uttlesford
District Council (UDC) is one.  The sub- committee at UDC has asked that the Parking Partnership
review the operation of the Lower Street/Grove Hill scheme as it approaches the end of its six month
trial period and to report back with recommended changes in April.
Residents in the relevant section of Lower Street and Grove Hill and business in this part of the village
have received letters from the Parish Council asking for their comments.  It is evident to the Parish
Council that demand for spaces by residents in the day is low and that general parking but time limited
(thus excluding airport related and commuter parking) could be introduced to the benefit of
parishioners, shoppers and businesses.
If you have a view on this issue, please send your comments to the Parish Council by 5th March.

NEWS FROM UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL
Last November’s planning application for a medical centre plus a retail floor and residential apartments
at 2 Lower Street is still being evaluated.  A decision is unlikely before March - April is possible.  The
delay is because the developer had not provided enough information about highway design and safety
with the application or by early February.  The crucial omission was a pedestrian crossing in Lower
Street which the highways authority says will be necessary.  A crossing will have a knock-on effect on
businesses in Lower Street which rely on street parking; several parking spaces will be lost.  I am
expecting further public consultation once the details have been produced.  I remain of the opinion that
this scheme has to be done properly.  We can’t risk cutting corners, approving an unworkable scheme
and then having to pick up the pieces for decades to come.  The delay is frustrating.

Both Ray Woodcock and I wrote in the last Link about Uttlesford’s Local Development Framework
(LDF).  The council is consulting on 14 sites in and around (mostly around) Stansted with a total
capacity of over 2,000 homes.  No one I know is suggesting all these sites should be approved for
future development.  They have been put forward by landowners, so the public can now say what it
thinks.  My line will be ‘no more major housing growth’ until Foresthall Park has been completed and
integrated.

Another concern is a proposal for housing development on two adjacent sites designated STA 10 and
STA 11 behind 10-28 Cambridge Road and behind You’re Furnished/Tesco and the Co-op.  These are
commercial sites which have for many years provided valuable local services and jobs.  They are in
Stansted’s prime retail and commercial area.  The council has policies that deter owners from turning
this sort of area over to housing simply to make short-term financial gains that might undermine the
long-term viability of areas such as Cambridge Road for jobs, shops and other businesses.

I am very unhappy that council officers have approached the owner about whether they might like to
submit an early planning application for about 20 homes at this location.  The potential developer has
been knocking on doors in the area trying to drum up public support.  Yet the selection criteria were
‘currently unoccupied or a bad neighbour employment site’.  I don’t think that description fits 10-28
Cambridge Road.  This part of the LDF process has not been transparent.   The consultation on the
Local Development Framework runs until Monday 5th March - be sure to have your say!

The final item is about Foresthall Park and over £1 million of money which the developers are obliged
to hand to Uttlesford DC to pay for community facilities to meet the needs of the existing and future
occupants of the new homes.  Uttlesford’s cabinet agreed to hand one-third of this money to
Birchanger Parish Council over the heads of all the councillors from Stansted. Yet the 700 residents of
Foresthall Park said in a survey in January that they look to Stansted for their local services, not
Birchanger village. At the time of writing, Stansted councillors were continuing to fight their corner on
behalf of Foresthall Park residents.

(Cllr Alan Dean)
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NEWS FROM ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL

In common with most authorities that
provide services to disadvantaged people,
ECC set great store by what is known as
‘Early Intervention’ and to cut through the
‘Council Speak’ this means dealing with
problems before they become serious.  This
makes good sense because, as in many
spheres, the economic reality is that dealing
with a problem when it is easy to fix is much
cheaper than waiting until things have fallen
apart.

A good example of this is the 86 Children’s
Centres that are spread across the County.
These were originally opened under the last
government under the title of SureStart and
unlike many authorities, Essex have taken
advantage of these centres and, despite the
economic pressures that are faced
throughout, ensured that they remain open
so that they can continue to provide the
‘Early Intervention’ that is needed to support
families across the County.

A fine example of this is the Spangles
Children’s Centre in Stansted that has, for
the past few years, offered help and support
to young families in the village and
surrounding area.  This has been beneficial
to the large number of families that have
used the centre and most importantly it has
enabled families that may be experiencing
additional difficulties to access support and
assistance to help them through their
troubles in a timely manner.

(Cllr Ray Gooding)

CONTACT DETAILS

Clerk - Ruth Clifford

Admin Assistant - Anne Court

E-mail:  parishcouncil@stansted.net

Phone/fax:  01279 813214

www.stansted.net

Offices Open 10am - 1pm

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

Dan Brett 817974
  contact@danielbrett.com
Catherine Dean 813579
  Catherinemarydean@btinternet.com

(vice-Chairman)
Iris Evans 815848
  Iris.evans9@googlemail.com
Jo Freeman 812524
  j.freeman195@yahoo.com
Bridget Gott 814440
John Hudson 814489
  John@hudson8889.fsnet.co.uk
Peter Jones 813252
  peter@lowerstreet.com
Janice Loughlin 812346
  cllrloughlin@uttlesford.gov.uk
Tudor Owen 812825
  tudor@tudorowen.com
Ruth Rawlinson 814222
  ruthrawlinson@tiscali.co.uk
Jonathan Rich 813112
  joerichlaw@aol.com
John Salmon 814789
  cllrsalmon@uttlesford.gov.uk
Geoffrey Sell 815925
  sellgeoffrey@yahoo.co.uk
  (Chairman)
Bill Stiles 813172
  candbstiles@tiscali.co.uk
Valerie Trundle 813433
  Prtvrt@btinternet.com

Uttlesford District Council Members

Alan Dean Tel: 01279 813579
  Email: cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk
Iris Evans Tel: 01279 815848
  Email: iris.evans9@googlemail.com
John Salmon Tel: 01279 814789
  Email: cllrsalmon@uttlesford.gov.uk
Joe Rich Tel: 01279 813112
  Email: cllrrich@uttlesford.gov.uk

Essex County Council Member
Ray Gooding
Tel: 01279 813103
Email: cllr.ray.gooding@essexcc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
The Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP
Tel:  0207 219 5214/Fax: 0207 219 5600
Email: alan.haselhurst.mp@parliament.uk

Police
PC Tom Bastendorff Tel: 01279  812211
Non-emergency No. 101  OR  0300 333 4444
PCSO (Stuart Stranger) Tel: 07801 461 666
Neighbourhood Watch
www.stanstednhw.org.uk
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NCT     Anna Sedgbeer Tel: 812257

Neighbourhood Watch Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

Pilots   Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433
Age 5 -18

Rainbow Pre-School Rachel Munro Ogden
   Tel: 07968 347176
   email:
           rachel@munro29.orangehome.co.uk

Rainbows  Sue Pollard Tel: 813734

Rotary Club  Peter Latham Tel: 507294
   Email: yp.latham@tiscali.co.uk

Royal British Legion John Segar Tel: 813289

Scouts   Mike Byrne
Age 10½ -14  Tel: 812780

Shotokan Karate Ryu Donna Ring Tel: 731752
   Email: skr@skr.org.uk
   www.skr.org.uk

Spangles   Tel: 812348
Children’s Centre

Tennis Club  Janet Hollis Tel: 812073
   Email: janhollis@btinternet.com

Thornbury   Marion or Shirley
Badminton Club  Tel: 869896 or 815871

U3A   Cherry
   Chair Tel: 817140

Women’s Institute Judy Colliver
(Stansted)  President Tel: 812470

Women’s Institute Dorothy Wallace
(Ugley)                               President Tel: 850215

Whoosh Explore  Helen and Peter Nash
 Canoe Club   Tel: 817453

Youth Centre  Linda Barnes
   Tel: 01371 873156/
   07920 466 923

Note: This list will be updated as and when we learn of any
changes.  If you would like the details of your organisation
to be added please let us know.  (Contact details on page 1.)

Alzheimers Society Tel: 01371 872519

Air Training Corps Tel: 681559/661929
494 Squadron  Email: 494@aircadets.org

Beavers   David South
Age 6-8   Tel: 814371

Bowls Club  Doreen Scraggs
   Hon Secretary Tel: 815036
   Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

Brownies/Guides  Glynis Prothero
   District Administrator
                    Tel: 814145

CAB   Tel: 08444 775986

Cricket Club (adults) David Hedge Tel: 812509
        (juniors) Keith Ayres Tel: 814471

Cubs Scouts  Roger Musgrove
Age 8-10½  Tel: 816172

Day Centre  Tel: 815091

Explorer Scouts  Fintan Lambe
    Tel: 817937

Friends of St Mary's Audrey Rodgers
 Church   Tel: 812162

Garden Club  Maralyn Harris
   Chairman  Tel: 07919 478144
   www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

Helpline   Tel: 07704 553727

Grove Cottage  David Scott Tel: 656085
   www.mencapgrovecottage.org

History Society  Peter Brown
   Chairman Tel: 812816

Huw Johnson Club Marion and Tom Johnson
   Tel: 812284

Lunch Club  Alastair Richardson
   Tel: 07850 295109
                 Email:amg.richardson@gmail.com

Millers (Windmill) Derek Honour Tel: 647213

Mountfitchet Club  John Robinson Tel: 812755

Music Club  Sonia Levy Tel: 815282
www.musicatstansted.com

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in the Link,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the form below to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.
Details must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
Message

Sender’s Name   Tel

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in the Link,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the form below to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.
Details must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
Message

Sender’s Name   Tel
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Fabrications
is the local company for all soft furnishings,

made from our fabrics or your own.
Wallpapers, tracks and blinds also supplied.

For free advice and measuring service call

Carpet Fitter

Ken Cabourn
Tel: 01279 815122
Mob: 07799 146181

Carpets & Soft Flooring

For a quotation please call

Kate Harrison
CURTAINS, PELMETS, BLINDS,

CUSHIONS of all SORTS, BED COVERS,
VALANCES - ALL MADE TO MEASURE

I can supply fabrics, trimmings, tracks & other accessories.
Please call for my free advice and measuring service.

Tel / Fax 01279 777452
email: kateharrison_1@yahoo.co.uk

EST. 1969
CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CUR-

TAINS
CURTAIN FABRICS

ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN
BLINDS

FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE
Call Peter on 01279-812019

E-mail: stanstedcarpets@hotmail.com
www.stanstedcarpets.com

Herts & Essex Window Doctor
Friendly Family Run Business

 Locks, Hinges & Handles
 Patio Doors
 Windows & Double Glazing

Call Nigel on 816324 or 07769 274610
Email: nijillpark@aol.com

Repaired or replaced:

01279 657769
printing@copyzone.co.uk  - www.copyzone.co.uk

Unit 3, Southmill Trading Centre, Bishop’s Stortford, Herts CM23 3DY

Design, Printing, Copying, Plan Printing,
Digital Printing and Archiving

Pay as you go virtual PA/Admin services
for small businesses and the self employed.

All secretarial and administrative tasks undertaken.

Call 01279 720856 or email nancy@lolajonesea.com

www.lolajonesea.com

Brown’s Painting & Decorating

All sized jobs considered
 Please call Simon for a quote

 01279 813075 or 07813 086763
simon@simonbrown8.orangehome.co.uk

Stansted based

Lesley Anne
Interior & Exterior

 From one room to complete house
 Competitive rates and references
 Free Estimates & Advice

Tel: 01279 817055 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

 Painting & Decorating

Mobile:    07900 931 910
Workshop: 01279 647 878

Still Manufacturing &
Remodelling

Bespoke Jewellery
Old Gold Bought for Cash

JOHN             WILSON
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STANSTED –
A CARING COMMUNITY

During our excellent Burns Lunch in the Day Centre I sat
next to a lady called Lorna, the mother of Julie, our cook.
She was a stranger to Stansted, but had read 'The Link'.  She
was very impressed with the number of clubs there are in
our village.  She read about Helpline and remarked what a
caring community we have.  Maybe we take this for granted
and don't appreciate all the good things as we should.  It
takes a stranger to tell us how lucky we are.  Stansted is a
village of volunteers.  Our caring community doesn't just
come about by accident; it is there because of all the good
folk who care.

Jane Sell

MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT

My name is Kerry and I work as a Fundraising Manager for
the Hertfordshire and Essex Fundraising team of Macmillan
Cancer Support. My role within the charity is to work with
local people and to make them aware of Macmillan’s amaz-
ing vast range of services within their town or village. Mac-
millan Cancer Support are there to support people from the
moment someone is diagnosed, with whatever they may
need to help them live with cancer. However, we don’t just
support the person with the cancer but their family and
friends also. Most people have heard of Macmillan Nurses
who are there to offer emotional help and to help people
deal with the pain, but they may not know about the other
Macmillan services. We provide financial help in the form
of benefits advice and Macmillan grants and we also have a
support line where people can talk to trained professionals
free of charge - just a few of the amazing services we pro-
vide.

Macmillan do not receive any Government funding so we
rely completely on the generous donations we receive from
our supporters, and people need our Macmillan services
more now than ever before.  We are looking for new mem-
bers for the East Herts Fundraising group based in Bishop’s
Stortford. Fundraising groups help Macmillan to raise funds
and awareness in their local area. We currently have around
21 within Hertfordshire and Essex who last year raised a
huge amount of money.  If you would like to volunteer for
Macmillan, but not be part of a group, why not train to be a
Macmillan speaker or help with our supermarket collec-
tions. If you are already a member of a local group or club,
why not organise events to raise funds for Macmillan, or
request a speaker to attend one of your meetings and help us
to spread the word. We have so many ways in which you
could get involved so if you want to help me to inspire mil-
lions and help people living with cancer then please contact
me.  I look forward to hearing from you.  Many thanks.

Kerry Briars
Hertfordshire & Essex Fundraising Manager

Tel: 07793 579364
Email: kbriars@macmillan.org.uk.

THE FARNHAM CONNECTION
Along the road to Farnham, via Hazel End, the headstone pic-
tured below can be seen in an old burial ground that was once
part of an orchard at Hazel End Farm.  According to Cannon
Geare’s book, ‘Farnham, Essex Past and Present’, members of
the Independent Church of Stansted, which met in a converted
barn on Chapel Hill in the late 1600s /1700s, were given this
piece of land by Mr John Nicholls.  Farnham Parish Records
listed 14 burials on this spot, between 1711 and 1771.  About
half the tombstones are still standing, including Nicholls.

A connection to Farnham still exists today with the churches
of Stansted, Farnham and Birchanger sharing the same Rector.
Wonder what the members of the original Independent Church
of Stansted and Farnham Nonconformists would think to that?

Yvonne Ayres
Ralph Phillips

Stansted Mountfitchet History Society

Our annual supper club will be held on Friday 23rd March at
the Stansted Day Centre, 7.30 for 8.00pm. The speaker is the
Rt Hon Lord McNally, Minister of State for Justice and     Lib-
eral Democrat Leader in the House of Lords. The cost is £12,
£6 for under 26s, to include a two course supper. There will be
a Bar and Raffle.  For tickets and further information telephone
814222 or 813579.

Ruth Rawlinson
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Come & make yummy recipes, explore new flavours &
learn about food through games & experiments!

Cooking Classes, Workshops &
Parties for Children aged

2 – 11 years

learn about food through games & experiments!
Weekly classes for 2-4yrs olds.
Monthly workshops for school children aged 4-11yrs.

For more information call Jane:  07796 270068
www.kiddycook.co.uk  stansted@kiddycook.co.uk

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS

OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: info@tcsstansted.co.uk

Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &

Protection, New PC Setup & Training

L A N  O N E  C O M P U T E R S
U n i t  2  Rea r  O f
1 6  Camb r id g e  Ro ad
S tan s t ed
Essex  CM2 4  8 BZ
P h o n e  0 1 2 79  8 1 6 1 1 6
Email: info@lanone.co.uk

Your Local Computer Accessory & Repair Shop

www.highhousenursery.co.uk

Tel: 01279 870898

High House Nursery
 Children from 3 months to 5 years
 Highly qualified experienced teachers
 Emphasis on creativity and cognitive

development
 Established since 1985
 Family run nursery
 Beautiful surroundings, set in 2 acres
 Outstanding Ofsted report

Walking distance to Stansted Airport

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

on 2nd Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

Registered Charity No. 246329

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesfordcarers@btconnect.com

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

ADULT COMMUNITY
LEARNING STANSTED

Courses on offer include:
Alexander technique

  Creative Writing
  Digital Photography

Drawing and Painting
English

 Family History
 Fitness
 Food Safety Awareness
 Holistic Relaxation

Please ring us on 813319 quoting ‘Stansted Link’
or visit www.essex.gov.uk/adultlearning

On-line enrolment now available

 New Spring directory at the Peter Kirk Centre
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some of the members any time from 8.00pm – you will be
assured of a very warm welcome.

Date for your Diary – Friday 30th March at 8.00pm –
Introduction to Bowling  This is an informal evening open to
anyone who is interested in learning to bowl. You will have
an opportunity to handle woods and understand the bias etc.
and to speak to coaches who will be only too happy to run
through the merits and rules of the game. You will also be
able to meet and chat with other Club members in a warm
and social environment.

Jim Ashton – on a sad note we have had to say goodbye to
'Coooking Jim' (as we knew him – deliberate spelling mis-
take for our dear friend from Lancashire) who passed away
on 15th January– he was such a great character and much
loved by all members of the Club.

Doreen Scraggs – Hon Secretary
Tel: 815036

Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

BIRDWATCH – OR NOT!

Having stocked up the bird table and filled the birdbath with
fresh water, I settled down with a copious supply of coffee,
to take part in the annual RSPB Birdwatch.  At the end of the
hour my large piece of paper contained just three entries: one
blackbird, one magpie (crossed out as it didn’t count being
perched on the conifer in my neighbour’s garden), and a
stripy cat.

Assuming that the lack of bird activity was down to the cat I
tried again later on in the day with similar results (minus the
cat and magpie!).  Where was the gang of starlings who reg-
ularly raid the fat balls, the pigeons who empty the birdbath
as soon as it’s filled, the little wren who’s recently been pok-
ing about in the ivy, and the brash robin who usually swag-
gers about the garden like an insolent teenager?

Don't go near those people at Number 23,
 They're taking notes; next thing, we'll be taxed.

Was my garden a bird life desert because of the unseason-
ably mild weather that weekend?  Or was there another rea-
son for the boycott?

Loki

BAA Commits to Selling Back Houses
Twenty months after withdrawing its planning application
for a second runway at Stansted Airport, BAA Chief Execu-
tive, Colin Matthews, has finally agreed that the company
will sell back the entirety of its property portfolio around the
airport, a total of 279 houses.  This follows sustained pres-
sure from Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE) and local parish
councils.

SSE Chairman, Peter Sanders, called it a landmark decision,
which will help remove the blight and uncertainty that has
overshadowed the community for far too long.  The sales
process needed to be handled sensitively to protect the posi-
tion of those tenants who may not be able to buy the homes
they currently rent, some of whom have rented from BAA
for many years.  He added that it would be premature to view
this decision as a sign that BAA had given up all hope of
ever building a second runway at Stansted, but that it was a
move in the right direction, and hoped to see a steady flow of
the BAA-owned houses being put on the market at sensible
prices.

Competition Appeal Tribunal Dismisses BAA Challenge
SSE’s Economics Adviser, Brian Ross, welcomed the  Com-
petition Appeal Tribunal ruling made on 1st February dis-
missing BAA’s challenge to the requirement that Stansted
Airport must be sold.  He pointed out that during the three
years that BAA have been appealing against the sale,
Stansted has lost more than 25% of its passenger throughput.
More information on this issue can be found on our website:
http://www.stopstanstedexpansion.com/economics.html.

Carol Barbone
Campaign Director
Tel: 0777 5523091

Indoor Fixtures - we have just fulfilled our first indoor fix-
ture on Saturday 21st January 2012 where we combined
rinks with Birchanger Bowls Club to play Turpins IBC at
Saffron Walden; let’s just say it was a close game!! We now
look forward to the second leg on Saturday 25th February
2012. Various alterations are taking place at the Bowls Club
to maximise our facility and to offer carpet bowls during the
closed season.  So carry on all you hard workers, it is very
much appreciated – you may even have the odd ham roll
thrown in!!

Friday 3rd February – we held our Table-Top Games
evening and what an assortment of games we played.  Con-
sidering the very cold evening it was well supported and
enjoyed by all those who attended. Watch this space for the
next date!

Friday Evenings - these are our social get-together evenings
during the winter – so please feel free to pop in and meet



Chris Campbell
Photography

A new photography service, based in Stansted, Essex. A fully mobile solution providing a first class

service in the comfort of your own home or on location.

Please visit the website for further details on the full range of services available

mob: 07590398013

email: chriscampbellphotos@yahoo.com

• Individual Portraits

• Family Portraits

• Model Portfolio Shots

• Events

• Corporate / Business Promotion

• Performers Headshots

www.chriscampbellphotos.co.uk
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THE MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

February Meeting
Despite the cold weather, the first meeting of the New Year
was well attended.  Members welcomed Helen Riches of
Saffron Walden who spoke about ‘taming’ her new garden, to
open it to the public under the NGS Yellow Book scheme.
Helen had been a graphic artist prior to the birth of her chil-
dren and was introduced to gardening on moving to a new
house. The garden of her new home was a wilderness of over-
grown shrubs and trees, broken fences, a lawn of ground elder
and Japanese knotweed growing everywhere. She was offered
advice on a plan of attack by someone who she later dis-
covered was actually the head gardener at Audley End!

Ridding the garden of the dreaded knotweed took an immense
amount of patience as she cut each individual leaf before
painting it with a weed killer; repeating this job annually until
the plant died.   As her interest grew she took a course at
Writtle College, and eventually her hobby changed into a new
career, garden design.   Members were shown before and after
slides of her garden as she slowly transformed it.  The long
narrow garden is now split into three areas with fences and
shrubs between each 'room' to encourage people to explore
through the gaps.  Throughout the garden, sculptures and
family-produced 'knick-knacks' give extra interest – even gates
from her old home in Belfast have been incorporated to add
drama as you pass from one 'room' to the next.  She admitted
that the build-up to her first 'open day' was nerve racking but
the day itself was enjoyable, with family rallying round to help
leaving her free to talk to visitors and answer questions. With
spring and summer approaching, she recommended that mem-
bers should try and visit the NGS Open Gardens as they vary
immensely from large estates to town and country gardens.
Many ideas can be copied and used in your own gardens.
Helen concluded her talk by telling members that her garden is
often seen in magazines, eg Telegraph and  Gardeners’ World,
as it is used as the backdrop for their photo shoots when they
are undertaking trials of plants or planting schemes.

Future Meetings:
Wednesday 7th March - Mrs Margaret Nimmo-Smith will be
talking about 'Ferns and other Foliage Plants for the Garden'.
Wednesday 4th April - Mini Show and AGM.  Show sched-
ules available from me or leave a message on the contact tab
on our website, where next season’s programme now can be
seen.  Everyone is welcome to our monthly meetings which
are held at the Day Centre, Crafton Green.  Membership is
available or come as a visitor.

Maralyn Harris
Chairman

Tel: 07919 478144

STOP PRESS
The playing field at St.Mary's Primary School in St John's
Road has been advertised for sale by Essex County Council, in
the 2nd February edition of the Herts and Essex Observer.  If
you consider that this piece of land should be retained by ECC
for the benefit of the Stansted Mountfitchet community, then
please let them, or the Parish Council, know.

Ray Woodcock

Our fourth and final concert this season will be on Saturday
17th March at 7.30pm, when violinist Jack Liebeck will be

making a welcome return visit to
St John’s Stansted. Having made
his concerto debut with the Hallé
Orchestra aged 15, he has since
then established himself as one of
the most compelling violinists on
the concert platform. He can be
heard increasingly often on

Classic FM and BBC Radio 3 and has made numerous
recordings. Last September Jack was interviewed on Classic
FM about his starring role on the soundtrack of the new Jane
Eyre film which is released on CD this month by Sony in the
USA. He has recently been appointed by the Royal
Academy of Music as Professor of Violin. Jack brings his
1785 Guadagnini violin to Stansted and will be playing the
richly romantic G major Sonata by Brahms and
Tchaikovsky’s exuberant showpiece 'Valse-Scherzo', along
with sonatas by Bridge and Beethoven.

Jack will be partnered at Stansted by
one of Europe’s foremost pianists,
Katya Apekisheva. In demand inter-
nationally as a soloist and chamber
musician, Katya has been described as
“a profoundly gifted artist” who has
“already achieved artistic greatness”.

Tickets adults £12, children £1 are
now available from: Stansted Carpets;
Nockolds Bishop’s Stortford; Sonia

Levy on 815282 or at the door.

We also give advance notice of a very special additional
concert on Sunday 20th May at 3.00pm when 10 year old
George Harliono will be giving a piano recital. He has
played alongside other youngsters at the Royal Festival Hall,
and last autumn gave solo recitals in Cambridge and
Bishop’s Stortford. Sonia Levy heard him play and urged us
to arrange for him to perform in Stansted. We strongly
encourage you to come and hear a truly amazing young
musician.

If you would like to see more information about us, please
visit our website – www.musicatstansted.com.

Alan Corbishley
Tel: 816318

CYRIL’S GARDENING TIPS
Once again it is time to start thinking seriously about our
gardens.  Clean up flower borders by removing dead foli-
age and weeds.  It is a good idea to sprinkle some fish,
blood and bone fertiliser around the plants.  If you have
snowdrops that need dividing and replanting, now is the
time to do it, while the leaves are still green.  In the vege-
table plot sow broad beans, parsnips, summer cabbage and
Brussels sprouts.  Your shallots should be planted by now,
if not, get them out as soon as you can.  I also plant early
potatoes in the last week in March.

Cyril Stoneham
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UGLEY
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

Jennifer Saunders and the whimpering whippet and Frankie
Dettori's photo-finish on a zebra - just two of the entertaining
anecdotes shared with us by the popular sports journalist Sue
Mott at our first meeting of the new year. Sue is no stranger
to us and not only did she entertain us with her anecdotes she
also supplied us with a delicious homemade cake! She sup-
ported Arsenal Football Club as a child, and on leaving
school worked in the Police Complaints Department in
Scotland Yard. She moved into the world of sports journal-
ism when she was a student at Nottingham University, work-
ing on the University newspaper. Nottingham being the
home of Nottingham Forest Football Club she had the oppor-
tunity to interview its Manager, old big'ead Brian Clough
who would often address her as "You with the teeth"! The
transition from student newspaper to national newspaper was
difficult, especially in a male dominated environment and so
Sue decided to go to America in 1982 where women repor-
ters were treated on a more equal basis with their male col-
leagues. She returned to the UK in 1986. Amongst the per-
sonalities that she interviewed were Jennifer Saunders of Ab
Fab fame, owner of a delightful whippet named Olive whose
whimpering and snuffling, when she sniffed out the dog bis-
cuit crumbs in Sue's coat pocket almost drowned out Sue's
recording of her interview with Jennifer! Frankie Dettori was
another popular interviewee. The popular jockey, the son of a
trapeze artist and a jockey, was interviewed by Sue at his
home surrounded by his five very young children. The prized
toy in their nursery not being a rocking horse but a rocking
zebra, which he and the children obligingly posed on for a
brilliant photo opportunity! Our entertaining afternoon came
to an end all too quickly- our usual tea and biscuits being
supplemented by Sue's delicious homemade cake which ran
out faster than a greyhound on a dog track! Other highlights
on the horizon include artistic impressions by Karen Adams
in March, the history of the postcard in April and our
Diamond Jublilee party in June. So why not come and join
us - you would be most welcome! We meet on the third
Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm in Ugley Village Hall.

Andrea Fitt
Tel: 815922

The Club's Christmas celebration became a January event
some years ago, although this year it was a February occa-
sion, partly because of possible weather hazards but also in
deference to the various health difficulties faced by leaders
and members.  It took the form of a meal at the Chequers at
Ugley which was, as usual, well prepared and thoroughly
enjoyed. There were gifts from Father Christmas's assistant
who appeared in plain clothes as the great man himself was
still recovering from seasonal exhaustion.   Then came
Joanna's birthday disco to (hopefully) round off the winter!

Derek Honour
Tel: 647213

OUR ROAD

Chapel Hill may be just the road that links the two main
shopping streets in the village but it has a life of its own and
is well worth closer observation.  When walking down the
hill, who hasn’t thought, "I feel like a scuba dive".  Yes!
There’s a place next door to Millway where you can learn all
about it. (For all I know they may just take you to their bath-
room and teach you the basics but maybe they open their
back door and reveal something resembling the Great Barrier
Reef.)  When I came here only 12 years ago it was a marvel-
lous hardware shop – a mini paradise for DIY enthusiasts –
where the old chap running the show could find you ‘one’ of
anything you needed (not a pack of ten).

On a hot summer’s day it’s lovely to sit on a bench in the
Memorial Gardens and watch the world go by. The fountain
is part of the history of the village, and the mediaeval chapel
that was once here provided the name for the hill. Some of
the original timbers of the chapel were used for the charming
old summerhouse lower down, adjacent to the cut-through.
Fascinating buildings include The Old Courthouse, The Old
Post Office, the Friends Meeting House, the refurbished
Linden House, Western House and no less than two
churches, not forgetting Gerard’s headquarters, the old fire
station.

There are lovely views down the hill and across the valley,
which lift the spirits and give such joy - the traffic chaos
doesn’t!  I don’t know what the answer is. As with many old
villages, it wasn’t built with cars in mind but I still love
living here. However, I wouldn’t object to an ‘up’ escalator
being fitted.

A Hill Dweller

HuwJohnson
Club

HuwJohnson
Club
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 advert in the 'Link' this month).

494 (Stansted Airport) Squadron
Air Training Corps

The Squadron has had special reason to be proud this month
as several of our cadets have been officially recognised for
their outstanding contribution to the Air Cadets and the wider
community.  On 3rd February we attended the Essex Wing
Presentation Evening at The Civic Theatre in Chelmsford.
Cadets and staff from the 27 units in Essex joined with local
dignitaries and invited guests to celebrate a year of achieve-
ment. Our Cadet Warrant Officer, Alice Brooks, received the
Wing Chairman’s Award in recognition of her work in the
local community, reached the final ten of Cadet of the Year
and was appointed joint Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet for 2012.
As Lord Lieutenant of Essex, Lord Petre is the Queen’s rep-
resentative in the county, the position is a high profile one,
and it is a great honour to have a cadet from the unit recog-
nised in this way. As part of her duties, Alice will attend a
number of special events over the coming months, it will be
an especially interesting time for her, this year marking both
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the holding of the Summer
Olympic Games in the UK. Alice has had an amazing year
and these awards go some way to marking what has been a
huge personal achievement and we are all very proud of her.

Cadet Jon Fourie received an award for his rather splendid
efforts during the last RAFA Wings Week Collection. He
collected the most of any cadet in Essex, raising over £600
during a week of collecting by the Squadron in the terminal
at Stansted Airport. The Squadron was also recognised com-
ing sixth in the Willis Trophy. This award takes into account
a wide range of disciplines from shooting to academic
achievement, sports to aircraft recognition so is a good indi-
cator of a healthy and vibrant unit. We were up against some
stiff competition so our position is a great credit to our
cadets.

After recent successes we are not resting on our laurels and a
lot is planned over the next few months, so if you fancy
being part of a winning team and are aged between 13 and 16
then contact us for more information - telephone 681559
Mondays and Fridays 7.15pm-9.30pm (24 hour Answer-
phone) or email  494@aircadets.org.

Simon Stacey
Civilian Instructor

494 Sqn ATC

MARIAN KETLEY
'The Link' wishes to record the death before Christmas of
Marian.  She was a long-standing resident, well-liked and
ever with a ready smile.   She is missed by many.   Our
thoughts are with Robin and the family.

HATFIELD FOREST NEWS
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-hatfieldforest

It’s been like a beautiful Christmas card at the Forest this
February; however it created a very slippery car park and
entrance road so we hope people were able to come and
enjoy the picturesque setting and have fun in the snow!! We
have got a couple of resident snowmen which have been
really nice to see. It is also lovely to see woodpeckers start-
ing to peck and orchids coming up around the Forest. If you
spot interesting wildlife please let one of the wardens know
so we can update the Conservation in Action board (CIA). If
anyone has taken pictures of snowy scenes within the Forest
please ‘like’ us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/HatfieldForestNationalTrust and
post them onto our page.

We have also recently recruited 18 new volunteers within all
departments at the Forest; this is really positive as our work
couldn’t be done without the valuable work our volunteers
do. If anyone is interested in volunteering Hannah still has
vacancies within the Shell House team within the week and
at weekends and within the Lake Area at weekends. Please
call Hannah on 870678 and register your interest - we look
forward to hearing from you. Plans for the June Jubilee have
started! If anyone has any cushions or picnic blankets they
are getting rid of or that they would like to donate please
drop them in at the Estate Office. More information about
June coming soon!!

This year there will be lots of new interpretation on offer at
the Forest to help you explore and discover what makes this
place so special.  With funding from Essex Environment
Trust and the Big Society, we are redesigning the Discovery
Room to make it a fun place for families to learn.  There will
be lots of hands-on activities for children and we are hoping
to build an observation bee hive.  We’ve been working with
St Elizabeth’s College who are designing some interpretation
to go along the new boardwalk through Elgin’s Coppice.
The boardwalk and an area of grass restoration (coming
soon!) have been funded by Biffaward.  Our final interpreta-
tion project is designed for those of you who enjoy using
technology.  We have been awarded funding from Viridor
and Heritage Lottery Fund to develop phone apps, GPS
enabled handsets, QR codes and a CD.

We would also like to inform all readers of a change of times
within the car parks on the Forest: the Main Entrance gate
will be open from 11th March every day from 9.00am at
weekends and 10.00am on weekdays (last entry 5.00pm), and
the exit gate closes at 8.00pm. We look forward to
welcoming visitors and members old and new to the Forest.

Hannah Morrice
Visitor Experience Team Leader

Tel: 870678

NEW PILATES CLASS

 Tony Boardman is starting a new pilates class on Tuesday
 evenings at 7.00pm at the village hall in Ugley.

 Beginners welcome, although a private session to learn the
 basics is recommended before joining group classes.  Call
 Tony for details on 07964 325783 (see the TONE pilates



J R JOHNSTON C&G RFS
Qualified Tree Surgeon

Trees/Shrubs supplied & planted
Contract Maintenance

Fully Insured

Tel 01920 821595

Pruning
Dismantling
Hedge Trimming
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If you have a PROBLEM
or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

HELPLINE
07704 553727

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Stansted’s voluntary community care service

Tel 01279 812792

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

8 Mill Close, Elsenham

For more details call us now on:
01371 875810

Email: uttlesfordcarers@btconnect.com
The Old Police Station,

45 Stortford Road, Dunmow CM6 1DQ
Registered Charity No. 246329

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

Carers are the biggest provider of
health and social care in the UK.

We offer help, support and advice

Bishop’s Stortford  01279 654555
Edmonton  0208 807 3712

Home Visiting Practice
Est. 1994

01279 817810
07916 075451

HPC Registered
State Registered

 CHIROPODIST
Mrs Julie Golden

A professional service...
 ...at a competitive price

Nail and Beauty Studio

52a Silver Street, Stansted CM24 8HD
Tel 01279 647646

Visit us on
www.fancyfingers.co.uk

 your first treatment with this advert10%off

Naturalfamilyhealth.org.uk

Jan Rickwood

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy
Baby Massage

Reflexology and
Maternity Reflexology

Stress and tension, back pain, sleep problems, migraine,
digestive disorders, hormonal imbalances, fertility and
pregnancy discomforts can all benefit from reflexology.

Enjoy a relaxing treatment while maximising your well-being

Contact me for information, appointments and gift vouchers
or  07740 948910

Certified Practitioner trained at the Institute of HypnoBirthing® Pra ctitioners in 2007

The birth of your baby should be the most amazing
experience of your life, but for many women, it is
one of pain, lack of control and disappointment.

HypnoBirthing® can change this.

®

 Browse our online shop
 Baby/toddler essentials
 Swaddling bags
 Sleeping bags
 Toys
Gifts, accessories and much more

www.babygorgeous.co.uk

FREE delivery in Stansted
Just email your enquiry to
info@babygorgeous.co.uk

Call for prices
and appointments
in Stansted
01279 647177
07977 847489

Non Peroxide Teeth Whitening
Semi-permanent Eyelash
Extensions & Maintenance
Eyelash Tinting
Eyebrow Tinting
CND Shellac Nails
Minx Nails
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Fundraising for the new pavilion extension has continued
with substantial sums being offered recently by Stansted
Parish Council and by Viridor Credits; our grateful thanks go
to both organisations for their generous support. A response
is awaited on other grant applications in the pipeline. The
2012 AGM will be held on Monday 19th March in the club
pavilion at 8.00pm. There will be a NatWest Cricket Force
working party on Sunday 25th March from 10.00am to help
get the ground and pavilion ready for the new season, which
begins on Saturday 5th May. The club would like to invite
anyone interested in scoring on a regular basis next season to
contact me. Adults wishing to join the club should contact
me; juniors contact - see below.

David Hedge
Hon. Secretary

Tel: 812509

STANSTED JUNIOR CRICKET CLUB
Indoor nets begin at Bishops Stortford Boys High School on
3rd March 9.00am-10.00am. These sessions will be run by
ECB qualified coaches and will last for six weeks. Contact
Mike Burgoine on 07720 710212 or Keith Ayres on 814471
to reserve a place or just turn up on the day.

SIGNUPTOSING – HATS & CATS
While still polishing its programme for MazeMusic - the
spectaular pre-Olympic choral event taking place on 3rd
March , SignuptoSing Saffron Walden Youth Choir is also
looking forward to its next project.  Hats & Cats will feature
medleys from two musicals as well as a variety of popular
and classical songs on the theme. Junior singers will perform
songs from Seussical the Musical, based on the Dr Seuss
books, and senior singers will perform a choral medley from
Andrew Lloyd-Webber's Cats, featuring well-known songs
such as 'Memory' and 'Skimbleshanks the Railway Cat'.
Rehearsals start on 12th March at SWCHS and the concert
will be on Friday 18th May at the Baptist Church Saffron
Walden.  New singers aged 8-18 are warmly invited to join
this friendly and rapidly expanding choir directed by local
composer and conductor Janet Wheeler. Come along and dis-
cover the fun of choral singing and make new friends along
the way. Sign up online at www.signuptosing.org or by con-
tacting me. Closing date for new applications is 28th
February. Course fee £45 (£25 additional siblings).

Steph Green
Choir Administrator
Tel: 01799 5216214

Email info@signuptosing.org

ROTARY CLUB OF
STANSTED STORT VALLEY

At a recent meeting Kevin Davis, who was a leading member
of the Project Trident, invited us to consider probably the
worst manifestation of present day youth disillusionment in
our society.  The statistics and accounts of life and death
within the black gang and gun culture of our capital city are
deeply shocking.  However the emergence of different, if as
yet less terrifying, forms of youth feral behaviour is on the
increase in many places up and down our country.  Most of
us will have been frightened by thoughtless or plainly bad
behaviour by groups of young people.  The extended
discussion following the talk suggested that finding solutions
will not be easy but eventually society will have to confront
difficult truths, and question some of its deeply held beliefs.

Our very successful programme of talks has aroused a lot of
new interest in our Rotary Club but people enjoy Rotary for
many reasons.  Most commonly, we like to put something
back into the community and last month we reported our
Santa show when we bring some of the magic of Christmas
to children and their families as well as collecting lots of
money to help local good causes.  Some like being part of
worldwide Rotary which undertakes highly ambitious chal-
lenges such as the Polio Elimination Project reported in The
Economist recently.  This ambitious Rotary project began in
1985 when 1,000 people every day were dying of polio and
untold thousands more were being horribly disabled.  After
setting up a successful pilot vaccination scheme in the
Philippines, Rotary persuaded the World Health Organisa-
tion, governments and later Bill Gates to support the initia-
tive.  Rotary provided just over 5% of the money but more
importantly has kept up the remorseless drive to keep the
vaccinations going year after grinding year.

Now after this fantastic marathon project we are almost there
and soon polio will be no more; the picture shows Bill Gates

indicating “We
Are This Close to
Ending Polio”.  I
think all our
members value
regularly meeting
friends to enjoy a
good meal and
fellowship.  We
have an interesting
pro-gramme of
events and we like
to think we have
cast off much of
our stuffy image.

For more informa-
tion about Rotary
please contact me -
we meet Tuesday
evenings at the

Lemon Tree Restaurant, Water Lane, Bishop’s Stortford.

Peter Latham
Tel: 507294

Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

Stansted
Cricket

Club

Stansted
Cricket

Club

 Please support our advertisers
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       in the ‘Link’.
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DANIEL ROBINSON & SONS
Independent Family Funeral Directors

& Monumental Masons

For help, advice and assistance, please telephone:

www.drobinson.co.uk

24 hour Family Careline

79/81 South Street
Bishop’s Stortford
(01279) 655477

3 Bullfields
Sawbridgeworth

(01279) 722476

146 High Street
Epping

(01992) 560890

Wych Elm
Harlow

(01279) 426990

Haslers Lane
Great Dunmow

(01371) 874518

Shire Hill
Saffron Walden

(01799) 523314

Greenways Financial Planning

Professional friendly advice
on

Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgages
 Life Assurance ~ Critical Illness
 Income Protection ~ Annuities

Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622

e-mail dturner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

Tee Financial is excellently placed
to provide comprehensive
professional advice on all personal
financial planning matters,

specialising in retirement planning, trust and
portfolio management, care fees and equity release.

Tee Financial plc is a firm of Independent Financial Advisers and is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

For All Your Personal
Financial Planning Needs

For an initial no-obligation meeting, please contact
Kersi Deboo on 01279 713390 or

kersid@teefinancial.com

Rutland House, 47 Dane Street, Bishops Stortford,
Hertfordshire, CM23 3BT

         Tel: 01279 658304  Fax: 01279 757672
www.teefinancial.com

Exceptional standard of accommodation

ETB 4 Diamond Rating with Silver Award

All guest rooms have ensuite facilities

Free WiFi in all rooms

Open All Year

Iain & Selina Rankin
Chimneys

44 Lower Street, Stansted,
Essex   CM24 8LR

Tel: 01279 813388
Email:  info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk
Web:  www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

Experienced Friendly Staff

‘A happy place to learn’

‘The children engage in a good
range of purposeful learning and

play activities'  (OFSTED)

For further information
please call 01279 814242

Peter Kirk Centre
St John’s Road

Stansted CM24 8JP
www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk

Welcome Children
Aged 2½ to rising 5’s

Registered and Insured
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STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET U3A
It was great to see more new faces at last month’s meeting.
Our next meeting is Thursday 15th March at St John’s
Church Hall. Doors open 1.30pm, the meeting starts at
2.00pm. The speakers are Ken and June Brazier on ‘Mercy
Ships’ - hospital ships run by volunteers down the west coast
of Africa - a real human story. The Committee would like to
thank Stansted New Homes, on behalf of all the members,
for its funding towards a digital portable piano for the use of
Stansted U3A.  The piano will be invaluable for the use of
U3A members.

Committee Nominations
Please be advised that nominations are required for Commit-
tee positions.  They need to be given to Christine at least two
weeks prior to the AGM, which takes place prior to the regu-
lar meeting on Thursday 17th May at 2.00pm.  Some of our
Committee will remain, others will leave. New members on
the Committee are vital to ensure our U3A remains vibrant.
If anyone is interested please contact Christine on 817587.
Please ensure all nominees are interested in standing for a
position before they are nominated. According to our consti-
tution, Committee members have to stand down after a cer-
tain period. Volunteers are also needed, not necessarily to be
on the Committee, but to help those who are organising an
event or a ‘happening’ in a practical way. A note of thanks to
Alan Bore, who has stepped down from the Committee, for
all his help in the past as Treasurer and Committee member.

Membership Fees
Membership fees will be taken at the March and April meet-
ings. It has been agreed that the fees will remain at £13.50
and membership cards will be issued this year.

Forthcoming Activities
The Spring long weekend to Llandrindod Wells in mid
Wales on 16th-19th March still has availability. The summer
break to the German Rhine/Moselle areas also has places still
available. Both these long breaks provide excellent value for
money. The day trip to Brighton on 18th April still has
spaces available. Details can be accessed via the website or
by contacting Margaret 503848 or Jan 812481. Plans to cele-
brate the Diamond Jubilee on 3rd June are rapidly coming
together - so watch this space and put the date in your diary.
The U3A will be holding a raffle that day so quality raffle
prize donations would be greatly appreciated.

Activities
We have a number of activity/interest groups including Art,
Book Club, Bridge, Bus Pass Group, Cycling for Pleasure,
Drama/Entertainment, French, Gardening, Geneology,
Italian, Knitting and Crochet, Mixed handicrafts, Photogra-
phy, Pilates, Pub grub, Scrabble, Singing, Spanish, Walking
and Rambling. A new Natural History group will shortly be
available to members. For further information please visit
our website www.stanstedu3a.org or contact Cherry (Chair)
on 817140 or Chris (Secretary) on 817587.

Caroline Bore

During the extremely cold spell at the end of January and
early February, Stansted residents may have seen redwings in
their gardens. These attractive birds are members of the
thrush family and are very similar in size to the song thrush
(about 8" in length). In fact at first sight one might think they
were thrushes, with their speckled breasts and brown backs,
but they have a distinctive pale stripe above the eye and a red
patch on their flanks and under the wings. Redwings are win-
ter visitors from Scandinavia and Iceland. When winter con-
ditions become too severe in their breeding areas, they fly
southwards to Britain and beyond, usually  arriving in Octo-
ber or November. They fly in flocks (often with other
thrushes and starlings), landing on fields to feed on inverte-
brates such as worms and snails, and also flying along hedge-
rows and woodland in search of berries, particularly
hawthorn. When there are hard frosts or the supply of berries
starts to run out, they will come into our gardens. They re-
main here till April and then return to northern      Europe to
breed.

Another winter visitor from Scandinavia is the fieldfare, also
a member of the thrush family. This is nearer to the mistle
thrush in size (11" long) and has a streakily spotted breast. Its
grey head and rump, chestnut-brown back and black tail are
distinguishing features. In Scandinavia fieldfares feed partic-
ularly on mountain ash berries; when these are depleted they
will fly south to Britain. Here they eat haws and other berries
and also windfall apples, and are often seen associating with
redwings in large flocks. The brambling, a species of finch,
also overwinters here, but is rarely seen in our gardens. It is
closely related to our resident chaffinch which it resembles,
but its head and back are darker looking and it has a warm
orange-coloured breast. Its favourite food is beech mast so it
is usually seen in or near beech woods. Bramblings tend to
feed on the ground, often mixing with their chaffinch
'cousins'. In spring, like the redwings and fieldfares, they fly
back to northern Europe and we await the arrival of our sum-
mer visitors, such as swallows, house martins and swifts.

Rosina Kirkwood

WANTED
Empty jam jars, 1lb size or less, with or without lids.  Please
leave at 49 St John’s Road.  Thanks

Sandra Ayres
Tel: 814771
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BED & BREAKFASt

All rooms have blackout blinds, beverage trays, toiletries,
LCD Freeview TV/DVD & thermostatically controlled radiators

Tel: 01279 815012
Mob: 07714 819040

www.harrisons33bb.plus.com
Email: annieadams@harrisons33bb.plus.com

Comfortable family house in Birchanger

THE SECRET GARDENER
www.thesecretgardener.net

Email: scottyduncan@gmail.com

 GARDEN DESIGN
 CONSTRUCTION

MAINTENANCE

Call Scott on 01279 899005 or 07968 121016
 for a free consultation

References available - fully insured

Friendly service ~  No job too large or smallTel  01279 817739

Mobile  07778 049063

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN

STEVE HALL

GARDEN SERVICES

Gardening Services & So Much More…

Most Aspects of Garden Work
 Grass Cutting
  Pressure Washing

Letter Writing / Proof Reading
Any tasks considered –  try me!

No job too small, call me today.
GILL OWEN : 07903 375225 or 01279 814616

N W Brown Landscapes
All aspects of landscaping
undertaken including fencing, paving,
turfing, pruning & hedge cutting
Nigel Brown
07917 611945
01279 507255

        RHS Qualified
Registered waste carrier

FAMILY NEWS
13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

Foreign Language Newspapers and Magazines
(Irish, Spanish, Polish, German, Italian etc) also available

We deliver 7 days a week
Please call us for more information on
OPEN: Mon - Sat 5am - 5.30pm; Sun 5am - 1.30pm

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, Ugley Village Hall on the B1383

(Cambridge Road), is available for hire throughout the
year for children’s parties, adult parties (over 25s),

functions, clubs, classes and social meetings.

For bookings or further information please contact Susan Bone
Tel: 01279 814052/Email: ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com

At Uppercut Trees we pride ourselves on our local professional serv-
ice. We deliver high standards of work in all aspects of tree and hedge
care, from aesthetics to safety, conservation and ecology.
Please contact us for advice or a free no-obligation quotation today!

Mobile 07703 308232 Office 01279 812553
www.uppercuttrees.co.uk

Uppercut Trees

* Qualified
* Insured
* Council Approved
* All Aspects of Tree work Undertaken
* All works completed to BS3998

PAR Bookkeeping Services
NEED HELP WITH PAPERWORK?

A local, friendly and professional service to help with all
your accounting needs.
VAT Returns, Payroll Bureau
Financial Accounts.

For further information please call 07907 115765 or Email:
info@parbookkeeping.com

www.parbookkeeping.com
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On Saturday 6th February some of our students packed bags
in Sainsbury’s, Bishop’s Stortford. Busy shoppers, students
past and present and one of our own governors all dropped
coins in the buckets. They also looked envious at the beauti-
ful pink and white sashes worn by Mrs Carpenter, Miss
Lister and Mrs Smith. The girls did really well and raised
over £200.

A representative from CLIC Sargent will visit the College in
the summer to collect what promises to be a really bumper
cheque. Well done Eagle!

Mrs M Smith
Eagle House

MMCC PTA BOOT SALE
Sunday 25th March, 11.00am-2.00pm sellers from 10.00am.
Telephone  813071 or  814371 for further details.

Ruth Martin
Student and Community Administrator

www.mmccpta.org.uk

Rainbow Pre-School is ‘Outstanding’ (and so say all of its
staff, pupils and parents).  A wonderful start to 2012 was
Rainbow Pre-School achieving an outstanding Ofsted report.
Achieving an outstanding status is a major achievement.
Well done to Terrie, Yvonne, Lorraine, Kerense, Edna,
Lyndsey, Lisa, Laura, Fiona, Ann, Ann and Gill.

Rainbow has had a busy few months. The severe weather this
week (6th February) was not welcome to all but did give the
children plenty of opportunity to play outside in the snow
and kept in with this term’s focus on 'Hot and Cold'.  The
children have enjoyed melting ice and monitoring its various
stages in transforming into water.  We had tremendous fun
making jelly and bird feeders.  The children were given the
opportunity of taking their bird feeders home.  Many chil-
dren have reported on the wildlife they have seen in their
back gardens feeding from the feeders.  From making volca-
noes to gingerbread men the children have been budding art-
ists and have been inspired by the 'Gingerbread Man' story.

Rainbow Pre-School will be holding an Open Day on 3rd
March 10.00am to noon.  This will be a chance for present
pupils to show you what they do at Pre-school and to chat
with staff.  We also welcome future pupils and their families
to visit on this date to find out more about our Pre-school.  It
is also a great opportunity for other family members who
don’t usually get to come into Pre-School to have a look
around.  Hot sausages in rolls, tea and coffee will be avail-
able to purchase. Rainbow Pre-School takes children from
2½ years to rising 5.  If you are interested in applying for a
place please visit our website
www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk.

Rachel Munro Ogden
Tel: 07968 347176

Email: rachel@munro29.orangehome.co.uk

MOUNTFITCHET
MATHEMATICS AND

COMPUTING COLLEGE
Junior boys reach Badminton Essex Cup Semi final at
School Winter Games
As part of the London 2012 Olympic legacy, MMCC entered
the school Olympic Games. This year we took three badmin-
ton teams to the competition. The stand out team from
MMCC was the junior boys who qualified top of their group
after seeing off the Colchester champions (St Benedicts) and
Basildon winners (James Hornsby High School). Although
the team won their group they lost a tough game to Southend
High School in the semi finals.

Congratulations to the Junior boys’ team: Jack Headley,
Oliver Hill, Jack Williams and Adam Fairweather.

The next half-term sees the introduction of rugby, netball and
football fixtures. The final piece of good news is that the
College has secured Olympic tickets; more details on dates
and events to follow. The students will be selected depending
on their participation at extra curricular activities.

Mr R Becko
Head of PE

Eagle House News
Eagle House have chosen CLIC Sargent as their charity. This
charity helps children suffering with cancer. Over recent
weeks fundraising events have been in full swing. Raffles of
goody packs and guessing the number of sweets in the jar got
the campaign under way. Well done to the Maths department
for using maths to win the jar. Sadly, they didn’t put their
sharing skills into action and kept the sweets to themselves.

Left to right:  Nicola Parkes, Lucy Gibson, Molly Bell and
Rebecca Cooper
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HEAR ING HELP
UT T L ESFORD

For more information ring
01799 599790
 (9 am - 5 pm)

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids

 at
Stansted Day Centre

 2 - 4 pm
on the last Tuesday

of every month

Registered Charity No. 289280

Stansted
Psychotherapy

10 years of serving our
community

sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

Resolve unhelpful issues,
feelings & behaviours

Develop your potential

Counselling & Psychotherapy

Life Coaching & Skills Training

Referrals welcome from health
professionals and private individuals

Tel:  01279 817976

Principal: Sian Lloyd
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist &

NLPtCA Recognised Supervisor

Get the most out of life

One session help with
smoking therapy

(plus support)
Weight & Eating

Confidence ~ Exams
Stress ~ Anxiety
Phobias ~ OCDs

Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Relationships
and much more

Cognitive Behaviour
Therapy

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.com

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,

Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

ESSENTIAL GEM's

Mobile beauty therapy by Gemma Wright

All of your beauty needs in the
comfort of your own home:

 Waxing, Tinting, Manicures and
Pedicures, Massage, Facials...

 Fully Qualified, Fully Insured

Bare Minerals 100% natural make up
and MD Formulations Skincare

Call to arrange an appointment
07921 522380

Plus distributor of:

Dog Walking & Domestic Pet Care

Prices, Services & References available online at: www.debsdogs.co.uk

Call me for a chat

Deborah Hibbert

M: 07842 125503  H: 01279 647309

Sleep Overs

Home Visits / Vet Visits

General Everyday Care From Someone Local You Can Trust!

~ I CAN SOLVE YOUR PET CARE PROBLEMS ~

CJ FITNESS
Personal training available at your

home for all ages and fitness levels
 Fully Qualified Personal Trainer
 One to One Personal Training
 Couple & Small Group Sessions
 Pre / Post Natal Specialist
 Nutrition and Dietary Planning
  Bride to be Fitness Packages
 Qualified First Aider

Call Claire 07740 720 036
Email info@cjfitness.co.uk

personal training and nutrition

For £5 off your first session just
mention where you saw this advert

If you’re looking to lose weight, tone up
or get in shape for a special occasion,
call Claire to arrange a free consultation.

Tel: 01279 813413 or 07745 639554
Email: liz@stylemebeautiful.co.uk
Web: www.stylemebeautiful.co.uk

We are based Foresthall Park
Appointments 7 days a week
Treatments available from £7
Trained by Colour Me Beautiful and

 London School of Beauty and Make-Up

 Colour Analysis
 Style Consultations
 Personal Shopping
 Manicures / Pedicures
 Spray Tanning
 Eyelash Extensions
 Waxing
 Bridal Make-Up
 Pamper Parties
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DAY CENTRE PAINTING GROUP

A group meet in the Day Centre every Monday
morning   between 10.30am-12 noon to paint,
draw, chat and have a cup of tea or coffee. If
you feel that you would like to have a go why

not join us - no skills are needed. If you have paints, brushes
etc bring them with you or we can provide them. The cost is
£2.50 per week.  For more details phone Brenda on 812725.

NEW VETERINARY SURGERY AT
DUNMOW

We’ve got some very exciting news to announce this month.
Our new surgery at Great Dunmow should be completed and
open by the time you read this! After two years of planning
and worrying we are just about there. The opening date
should be 27th February and we will be holding a proper
open day in April so you can all come and have a look. It has
been a long two years from the purchase of two units on the
Chelmsford Road Industrial estate in Great Dunmow,
through obtaining planning permission, numerous meetings
with architects, builders and specialists to finally seeing the
finished surgery. It will offer huge opportunities for expan-
sion as we will have two operating theatres, a laboratory, two
consulting rooms, a nurse’s room, separate cat and dog wait-
ing areas and wards, to name only a few features.

It’s certainly been an interesting process and challenging at
times. Every little detail had to be considered, from the veter-
inary aspects of where to install anaesthetic pipes to things
like what sort of taps we would like on the basins. One mem-
orable two hour meeting concerned the position of every
electric socket in the building! All the time, Steve and I have
had to carry on our day jobs as vets whilst co-ordinating a
major building project, so if you’ve noticed a few more grey
hairs recently you’ll know why! We’re proud of our staff for
the way they’ve been enthusiastic and supported us through
these busy last few months and especially the Dunmow staff
as they will be experiencing major changes to their working
lives. Once we get settled in we’d like to share the new
building with as many of you as possible, so we’ll be sending
out information about the open day in the next couple of
months and look forward to showing you round and having a
chat.

Ilse Pedler

UGLEY FARMERS' MARKET
Saturday 17th March

10.00am-12 noon

Ugley Village Hall

Lots of lovely spring  food including
meat, poultry, eggs, honey, bread, home baking,

preserves, fruit and veg,  local beer, logs
cards, skincare, needlework, knitting, ceramics

Refreshments                                              Parking
(try our bacon rolls)

SKYWATCH
A monthly look at an aspect
of the night sky

This month’s article is a little different from the norm as I’m
writing about - talking about space. Many clubs and groups
have speakers once a month or so, often (if we speakers are
lucky) after a lunch or dinner, though personally, I would
prefer to speak before eating. The trouble with talking about
space is that people automatically assume that it will be so
technical as to be boring at best and mind-numbing at worst.
But I am there to entertain and I hope I do! My greatest
moment was an organisation (no names, no pack drill etc)
where, as the speaker, I sat next to the Head Honcho, who
was perfectly friendly but, as the end of the dinner
approached he suggested that the talk need not be too long,
maybe 20 minutes or so. I responded quietly that "we’ll see
how it goes". This apparently worried him more and, over
three or four quiet and polite exchanges, he brought the sug-
gested length down to 10 minutes; this as the table was being
cleared for the speaker.  Suffice to say, we eventually had to
stop because, with questions, we had all been going for 45
minutes.  Mine host was gracious enough to genuinely say,
"That was a really good talk" and we shook hands.

Some years ago I approached the WI with a view to be put on
their Speakers List. You have to go to one of their special
days at their Headquarters where there are lots of members
for us hopefuls to speak to. I was called in three months ear-
lier than expected because one of the ‘would be speakers’ had
to cancel because he had had an accident at home. His talk
was on ‘Accidents in the Home’ and his name was James
(Jimmy) Bond! Having done my performance including, as
always, several questions, I was escorted upstairs by the
Three Wise Ladies who talked to me about the talk including
the natural question, "What are you going to call it?"  This
had been a problem for me for some time because I was
aware that the subject sounds as if it’s going to be impene-
trable. I paused and asked, How about ‘An Earth Lubbers
Guide to the Universe’? They paused and said, "Yes, that’s
good".  And the chief lady said the talk was ‘brilliant’.

Martin West

STANSTED FAMILY CAFÉ

Stansted Family Café now has its own website
www.stanstedfamilycafe.org where upcoming dates and
essential information can be found, including answers to
some of the questions we are frequently asked about this
‘café with a difference’. The Café dates for March are
Sunday 11th March and Saturday 24th March.

Ros Page
Tel: 810813

THANK YOU

The residents of Norman Court would like to thank the won-
derful Arnold family for sweeping and salting the path for us
during the recent snow.  Such a kind and thoughtful thing to
do, and it was greatly appreciated by us all.
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