
plasticsFAIRWEATHER

PA R T  O F  T H E  FA I R W E AT H E R  G R O U P

Specialising in Windows, Doors & Conservatories
FAIRWEATHER W I N D O W S

Fascias & Soffits, Guttering, 
UPVC Profiles and Fixings

We are your local home
improvement specialists, using only
the best quality products, sold at
very competitive prices. 
All products can be ‘A’ rated for
extra energy efficiency and come to
you with a full 10 year guarantee

from a FENSA registered company

PA R T  O F  T H E  FA I R W E AT H E R  G R O U P

Unit 7  The Links Industrial Estate, Raynham Road, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 5NZ

Trade Counter & Showroom NOW OPEN

Talk to a tradesman, not a salesman
Save Energy - Save Money!

call us NOW on 01279 813888

Are you looking to replace 
those draughty old 
windows and doors?

Or create more space 
by adding a conservatory 
or extension to your home?
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also available online at www.stanstedlink.org.uk.

EDITORIAL
Very many thanks to all those who responded to our appeal for photos,
puzzles and quizzes.  Our stocks are now fully replenished with some lovely
pictures.  We’ll do our best to use them all, either on the cover or inside future
issues and the first of many quizzes (hopefully) is on page 9.  Thanks also for the pos-
itive feedback regarding the ‘new look’ Link.  Your comments are always welcome
and much appreciated by the production team. The saga of the new Health Centre
rumbles on with the latest on the seemingly endless meetings and discussions
between the various bodies involved is on page 29.  After all these years of talks,
dare we hope that we’re on the home straight at last?  It would be fantastic, albeit
unlikely, to be able to announce a definite date for the building work to start in our
next issue!    Reminder: The Village Diary for 2014, held at Stansted Library is avail-
able for all organisers of local events.  Having a record of every planned activity in
the one journal is an excellent way of avoiding clashing dates, so please make good
use of this facility.

CIRCULATION:
The Link is delivered free to
over 3000 homes and
businesses in Stansted
Mountfitchet.  Further copies
may be purchased for £1
each or £10.00 for the year,
plus postage.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
by email (preferred), up to
300 words in a Word
document, please, to:
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk
by noon on 11th March for
the April issue
or by hand to:
7 Blythwood Gardens,
Stansted CM24 8HG
by noon on 8th March for
the April issue

Stansted network is compiled by
 Stansted Mountfitchet Parish
 Council.

Front cover photo:
Grove Hill by
Yvonne Ayres
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St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Priest Father Joe White
 The Presbytery
 St Therese of Lisieux
 High Lane
 Stansted

Tel:  814349

Masses Saturday   6.00pm
 Sunday   10.00am
 Holy Days of Obligation  8.00am and 8.00pm
 Tuesday-Saturday  9.30am

Confessions
Saturday   10.00am
   and by appointment

Baptisms By appointment

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk  Sue Moloney
  5 Chatter End, Farnham Green
  Bishop's Stortford
  Tel: 01279 771405

Meeting  Sunday, 10.30am

            STANSTED FREE CHURCH
                Methodist / URC

                Chapel Hill
                www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Minister   Rev’d David Keeble
Tel 01799 522037
minister@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer
7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG
Tel 814059
lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Preachers for March
2nd   10.30am Rev’d David Keeble – New Directions
9th   10.30am Rev’d Paul Whittle - Communion
16th   10.30am Jerry Heyhoe
23rd   10.30am Rev’d Charles Martin

The Place on the Hill – every Wed and Fri 9.30am-
12.30pm
Our Friday drop-in is proving very popular, with Art for All
on the first Friday, and storytime on the third Friday of each
month.  Come and join us – all ages are welcome.

Our meeting on Monday 10th March is at 7 Blythwood
Gardens, when we will be watching ‘Rain’, a short film, fol-
lowed by discussion on ‘how we relate to God in difficult
times’, led by Howard and Ros Page of Stansted Family
Church.  Our At Home on Monday 24h March is at 49
Recreation Ground. Both meetings start at 8.00pm and all
are welcome.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
I recently heard an adaptation of a story by Edgar Allan Poe in which a young student criticises his host for sleeping in a
pokey little room, when other bigger and more airy rooms stand empty.  The host replies “I need to sleep and to think.  It
holds a bed and, as for the rest, the room may be narrow and confined, but the thoughts may roam free enough.” This made
me think about the world within ourselves and the world without.  We probably all know people who have tried to trans-
form themselves by changing their physical circumstances only to discover that wherever they go they always carry the
same old baggage.  A change of scene, however beautiful and awe-inspiring, does not change who we are.  What we least
like about ourselves becomes no more likeable because we’ve swapped the boring familiarity of home for a tropical para-
dise.

Historically Quakers have used light and dark as metaphors for knowing or not knowing the truth.  Concepts of the ‘light
within’ or the ‘inner light’ have been at the root of Quaker faith over the centuries. Quaker theologian Rex Ambler has
studied the changing sense of the ‘light within’.  For him the ‘inner light’ today speaks of a capacity for awareness in every-
one that enables them to discover themselves and empowers them to live what they truly are. From Rex Ambler’s work has
emerged 'Experiment with Light', a Quaker practice involving a four step meditation to help people access the light within.
From this can come personal and transformative change. Here at Stansted Quaker Meeting we have our own Light Group to
support each other on our journeys in the light to help resolve personal issues and build inner peace.

Jonathan Morrell
Stansted Quaker Meeting

ShalomShalom
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All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
             St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
             Tel: 815243
             Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
             Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
             Wednesday, Friday
             Administrator: Mrs Sally Chapman
             Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btck.com

Rector:             Rev’d Paul Wilkin
             Tel: 812203
             Email: paulwilkin@iname.com

Director of Anne Brooks
 Music: Email:  anne.brooks22@yahoo.co.uk

Church Hall Rachel and Olly Pocknell
 Bookings: Tel or text: 07972 373994
             Email: stjohns.hallbookings@gmail.com

St John’s Diary
Sunday
8.00am   Said Holy Communion
9.30am   Worship 4 All (1st Sunday)
9.30am   Choral Eucharist (2nd-4th Sundays)
Monday-Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
8.30am   Morning Prayer  There are services of
    Holy Communion on
Tuesday   the  first Tuesdays and
9.00am   St John's Tots  Wednesdays of the
    month in Norman
Wednesday   Court, Hargrave House
9.00am   Morning Prayer and Broome End
10.00am   Holy Communion Nursing Homes.

Monday-Thursday and Saturday
5.00pm    Evening Prayer

From the Registers
Baptisms

  10th Nov   Daisy Georgina Lodge-White
  17th Nov   Henry John Forder
  22nd Dec   Oliver Nicholas Relf

  Weddings
  9th Nov     Michelle Bevan and Charles Buckley

  Funerals
  5th Nov     Chiara Sanfilippo, age 13  - at St John's, interment
                   in Stansted Cemetery
  28th Nov   Margaret Richards, age 85 - at Parndon Wood
  11th Dec   Sylvia Tucker, age 75 - at St John's and Parndon
                    Wood
   27th Dec Peter Fleet, age 76 - at St Mary's and Parndon
                     Wood
  6th Jan     Lesley Childs, age 86, at St Mary's and Parndon
                     Wood
  8th Jan     Kenneth Sage, age 93 - at St Mary's, interment in
                  Stansted Cemetery
  20th Jan   Peter Philpott, age 89 - at St Mary's, interment in
                   Stansted Cemetery
 23rd Jan Charles Lawrence, age 78 - St John's and Parndon
 Wood

ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB

Many congratulations to the January winners:

 £100  No 161 - Margaret Wells
 £  50  No 147 - Yvonne Ayres
 £  25  No 158 - Doreen Heals

The draws for March will be held on Sunday 30th March in
St John’s Church following the 9.30am service.

Francine Cope
Tel: 814562

              ?

?  ? ST JOHN’S CHURCH SPRING QUIZ
?              ?
Our annual spring quiz is in St John’s Church Hall on
Saturday 5th April 7.00pm for prompt 7.30pm start. Quiz-
master is Andrew Arnold, and we will be serving our usual
generous ploughman’s supper, and there will be a raffle.
Please bring your own drinks and glasses. Tickets £10 from
me. Proceeds to the Stansted Defibrillator Fund.

Katy Dockerill
Tel: 812997

Email: viewpoints@btinternet.com

MAGNA CARTA PROJECT

Call for volunteers to stitch!
To celebrate the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta in
2015, it has been decided to stitch a needlework panel to
be on display in the village. If anyone is interested in par-
ticipating, please drop in to St John’s Church on Tuesday
4th March 2.00pm-3.00pm or 7.00pm-8.00pm to learn
what is involved, see examples of the type of stitching to
be used, and look at pictures of similar projects from
other towns and villages. Materials will be provided and
instruction given. Further information from me or Iris
Wood, tel 814477.

Liz Hedge
Tel: 812509

Email: echedge52@gmail.com

          FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CHURCH

The Friends are holding their Annual General Meeting at
7.30pm on Friday 28th March in the Day Centre. The
evening includes a quiz and raffle, followed by a fish and
chip supper. Tickets £9.50, available from me, must be
purchased in advance as food has to be pre-ordered and
paid for.  Bring your own drinks.  If you are not already a
member of the Friends we will be very pleased to wel-
come you to the meeting.

Sally Argent
Tel: 812418

Email: argent62@btinternet.com
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STANSTED FAMILY CHURCH
www.stanstedfamilychurch.com

Our new website is being launched at the end of February,
with information about who we are, what we do and what
Stansted Family Church is all about. Many people have real-
ised we are a bit different to more traditional versions of
church, but have lots of questions about what we actually
do, so we've included a FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions)
section too. Answers to questions we are often asked such
as  "Where is your building?" and "Don't you have a Sunday
service?" can be found there, as well as details of the dif-
ferent church and community activities we run - and a lot
more besides! Check out photos from special events such as
the Bouncy Picnic on the Rec, and TasteChristmas as well as
children's craft work from Stansted Family Café. (More
detailed information about the Family Café will continue to
be available at www.stanstedfamilycafe.org.)

Howard and Ros Page
Tel: 818083

Email: contactstanfam@yahoo.com

SNIPPET FROM THE PAST

SACC Inaugural Service
I have a programme that lists the events of the inaugural
United Service of the Stansted Association of Christian
Churches (SACC), now known as Churches Together in
Stansted or CTS, which took place at 3.00pm on Sunday 24th

October 1965 in Stansted Secondary School.  Delivered to
every house in the village, the small four-page leaflet intro-
duced the new Association listing the members as Church of
England, Congregational, Methodist, Roman Catholic, with
the Society of Friends as associate members.

In 1965 not so many villagers had a car and the following
incentive was included: ‘A coach will operate from Green’s
Stores, Cambridge Road from 2.30pm, calling at the Central
Hall (now the Old Courthouse) in Chapel Hill, Does (now the
site for our new Health Centre) in Lower Street and the New
Estate’ (as the Mountfitchet Estate was then known, and
probably still is to many Stansted residents).  A return coach
ride was promised after the service. Future plans for the
Association included carol singing and a Christmas party.
The programme was printed by the pupils of Stansted
Secondary School printing club under the direction of the
late Mr David Pollard, a master at the school in the 1960s.

Peter Trundle

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

This year’s service ‘Streams in the Desert’, prepared by the
women of Egypt, is on Friday 7th March at 2.00pm in St
Teresa’s Church. All welcome – men and women.

Brenda Veitch
Tel: 815819

PILOTS

Our Pilots February session was full of exciting games and
play. Children enjoyed the Smartie feeding race from a giant
spoon - a game devised by our club visitor Nicola Grieves of

the United Reformed Church. We also had a short perform-
ance with costumes on ‘Jesus heals a man with leprosy’, fol-
lowed by a question and answer session with our guest
artist Pamela Jenner. Children practised songs and dance
movements too. The evening ended with usual games,
Cherry’s snacks and an exciting story session from our newly

launched series ‘cultures of the world’. There are plans to fill
up a story box and a tree with characters from the ‘Roman
times with a modern twist’ in the spring term. Pilots will also
resume their eco-club activities following the next session
on 10th March 6.00pm-7.30pm in the Free Church Hall. Any
children aged five years and above are welcome to join. We
meet one Monday a month during term time.  If you are
interested please contact Valerie Trundle (813433) or email
me.  Regular updates are on
www.facebook.com/pages/Stansted-Pilots.

Sanjukta Ghosh
Email: sanjukta@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

DON'T FORGET!

The clocks go forward
one hour at 2.00am
on 30th March
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10 am Wed 5th Mar
7 pm Thu 6th & Fri 7th Mar

Tickets from school on 813384
Adults £5 Children £3

Forest Hall School

We Will Rock You

VILLAGE EVENTS

AGM with  Wine & Nibbles
7.45 fo r 8 pm  Fri 7th  Mar

*******
Co ffee Mo rning

10 am  Wed 19th  Mar

Bo th  events at th e
Day Centre,Crafto n Green

Cake Stall ~ Windmill Goods
All Welcome ~ Entry £1.50

 incl tea/coffee & hot cross bun

Women’s World
Day of Prayer
2 pm  Friday 7th  March

S t Teresa’s Church

Fo llo wed by Refreshm ents
All welco m e - Men & Wo m en

Plenty o f free parking

‘Streams in the Desert’
written by the women of Egypt

All are warmly invited

Fairtrade
Fortnight

24th Feb - 9th Mar

BIG BREW
& Sale OF FAIRTRADE GOODS
10.30 - 12.30  Tue 4th Mar

Free Church Foyer

7 for 7.30 pm Sat 15th Mar
Forest Hall School

All Welcome ~ BYO Drinks & Nibbles

QUIZ NIGHT

Tickets £10 incl Ploughman’s
from Sarah on 07528 520016

Tables 8 or individuals

7.30 for 8 pm Sat 22nd Mar

Tables of 8 ~ Tickets £10
incl fish/chicken & chips supper
from Helen on 07787 516249

Bring your own drinks, glasses  & nibbles

Bentfield School PFTA

Quiz Night

Saturday
Seminar

9.30 for 10 am Sat 22nd March
Stansted Free Church Hall

Tickets £4 members, £5 non-members
 from Alan Wheeler

Email: stanstedseminars@gmail.com
Limited places - advance booking only

Coming Home
led by Dr Lesley Wardill

March
1/15/29 Sat (provisional) Skips Lower Street Car Park 9 am - 3 pm
1 Sat Open Morning Rainbow Pre-school 10 am - noon
4 Tue Big Brew Free Church Foyer 10.30 am - 12.30 pm
  Magna Carta Project St John’s Church 2 - 3 & 7 - 8 pm
  Pancake Evening St Teresa’s Parish Centre 7 pm
5 Wed We Will Rock You Forest Hall School 10 am
  Garden Club Day Centre 7.30 for 8 pm
6 Thu Local History Society Day Centre 8 pm
6 Thu & 7 Fri We Will Rock You Forest Hall School 7 pm
7 Fri Stansted Business Forum Linden House 7.30 am
  Dementia Timeforacuppa Elsenham Bowls Club 9.30 - 11.30 am
  World Day of Prayer St Teresa’s Church 2 pm
  Windmill AGM  Day Centre 7.45 for 8 pm
9 & 23 Sun Stansted Family Café Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
10 Mon Shalom 7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
11 Tue Link copy due in today before 12 noon
13 Thu WI  Day Centre 7.45 pm
15 Sat St Clare Quiz Forest Hall School 7 for 7.30 pm
  Saffron Walden Choral Soc Saffron Hall, S Walden 7.30 pm
19 Wed Windmill Coffee Morning Day Centre 10 am - noon
  Annual Parish Meeting Free Church 7.30 pm
20 Thu Stansted U3A St John’s Hall 1.30 for 2 pm
21 Fri Safer Living Event Day Centre 10.30 am - 12.30 pm
22 Sat U3A Seminar Free Church Hall 9.30 for 10 am
  Litter Pick Crafton Green 10 am
  Lib Dem Quiz Day Centre 7 for 7.30 pm
  PFTA Quiz Bentfield School 7.30 for 8 pm
  Music@stansted St John’s Church 8 pm
24 Mon Shalom At Home 49 Recreation Ground 8 pm
28 Fri St Mary’s AGM & Supper Day Centre 7.30 pm
30 Sat Cantate Concert Saffron Hall, S Walden 6.30 pm

QUIZ EVENING

Stansted & District
Liberal Democrats

7 for 7.30 pm Day Centre
Saturday 22nd March

£10, co nc £5 (incl plo ughm ans)
Tickets fro m  Ro ry 07849 131934

Bar ~ Raffle ~ Priz es
Ho m em ade Marm alade

7 pm Shrove Tuesday 4th March
St Teresa's Parish Centre

Stansted Churches’ Lent
Appeal for Defibrillator Fund

Eat pancakes and look after your heart!

For catering purposes, please let Catherine
know if you are coming: tel 813579
Email: catherinemarydean@btinternet.com

 PANCAKE
PARTY

Borodin ~ Holst ~ Wolf ~ Fauré
Bach ~ Schubert ~ Albinoni

8 pm Sat 22nd March
St John’s Church

Kammerphilharmonie Europa

AGM, Quiz, Raffle & Supper
Fri 28th March 7.30 pm
Day Centre ~ BYO drinks

Fish & Chip Supper
Tickets £9 must be ordered

in advance for catering purposes
from Sally on 812418

Email: argent62@btinternet.com

Friends of
St Mary’s Church
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Pilates
1:1 Studio Lessons
- latest equipment

Group Matwork Classes
- up to 10 per class

Mobile: 07964 325783
Studio: 01279 813254
Email: tonepilates@btinternet.com
Web:  www.tonepilates.co.uk

 Strength without bulk

 Longer, leaner muscles

 Improved posture & mobility

Tony Boardman
STOTT PILATES © Certified Instructor

 Coordination & balance

 Well-being & confidence

 Rehabilitation after injury

the osteopath

Why live with your
aches and pains?

Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
who specialises in both structural and cranial
osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.

She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.
Her aim  is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.

To claim your free assessment consultation* call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371

61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH

*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change

    Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
   who specialises in both structural and cranial
  osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Email: osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk
www.hazel-williams.co.uk

50% introductory class on Fridays only (subject to availability)

Back to Basics Pilates Class
with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

7-8 pm every Friday
9-10 am every Saturday
8-9 pm every Monday

At the Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted Mountfitchet.
To book one of the limited places available please call
Hazel on: 01279 813371 or 07973 409675 or to find
out more go to www.hazel-williams.co.uk
Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

Chiropractic & Physiotherapy Clinic

We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:
Back Pain, Neck Pain, Minor Sports Injuries, Migraine and other Joint and Muscle Problems

 We are offering an initial consultation with a Chiropractor or Physiotherapist which includes a
thorough physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £50) on production of this advert.

Guidelines published by the National Institute for Health and          Clinical Excellence (NICE) recommend the option of spinal
manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the management of certain       types of low back pain    www.nice.org.uk/cg88

20 Cambridge Road

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcel Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC.

And Associates
Registered Doctors of Chiropractic

01279 815336

*  MRI on referral *  Digital X-ray available on site *

BUPA and AXA/PPP
Members of the British
Chiropractic Association

Stansted Chiropractic & Back Pain Clinic

* Dexa Scanning for Osteoporosis available *

**Saturday morning appointments available** Immediate Access No GP Referral required

20 Cambridge Road, Stansted CM24 8BZ

How are YOU feeling today?
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FOREST HALL SCHOOL

On 27th January the launch of the international educational
challenge ‘Mission X: Train like an Astronaut’ programme
took place at the School. The project, which is run by NASA,
ESA and The UK Space Agency, allows students to take part
in a variety of specially designed Science and PE activities to
promote a healthy lifestyle. This year Mission X has become
bigger, with six local primary schools taking part in the activ-
ities as well as Forest Hall School’s own Year 7 cohort. We
have enjoyed taking part in Mission X for a number of years
having originally piloted the program and becoming the lead
school in the UK. There are 7,000 pupils taking part around
the UK as well as 23 countries worldwide. Students have the
opportunity to blog and link up via video chat with other
countries about their activities during Mission X. Missions
for this year for Science have included Sleeping in Space and
Working in Space. Both of these missions have shown pupils
what it is like to live and work in space and the many chal-
lenges that astronauts face, such as working in zero gravity
and the effects that it has on the body. Missions in PE
looked at the endurance and fitness levels of astronauts in
both their preparation to enter space and how they keep fit
whilst on the ISS. Pupils used the spinning bikes to measure
their heart rates and recovery rates to think about why this
would be important for astronauts.

Team work skills were also a part of the day with each
school working in small groups to gain points as well as
learning that in space there are no individuals working on
one job, you must rely on your colleagues both on the ISS
and back on earth. One challenge involved standing on a
skateboard whilst blindfolded, and being guided by their
team to put screws into a piece of wood whilst wearing
thick gloves.  Pupils and staff had a great day which ended
with a message from Major Tim Peake of the European
Astronaut Corps congratulating them on the success of the
launch of Mission X 2014. On 10th March Forest Hall School
will be hosting a celebration evening for parents and other
schools to see the hard work that pupils have carried out
over the six-week program, with a space suit fashion show,
which is being judged by Cllr Janice Elliot, Mayor of Bishops
Stortford, at the end of the evening’s festivities.

A reminder of ‘We will Rock You’ at 10.00am on Wednesday
5th March, and 7.00pm on Thursday 6th and Friday 7th

March.  Tickets from the school £5 adults, £3 children.

Victoria Owen
Tel: 813384

ST MARY’S C E FOUNDATION
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Learning together we care, share and prepare
www.stmarysstansted.co.uk

Exciting news arrived recently when we learned that two of
our pupils are to become published authors!   Members of
the Young Authors Extra-curricular Club, run by Mrs Maginn
and Mrs Greenway, entered their short stories into a com-
petition and Josie’s and Alfie’s stories were winners.  We are
now looking forward to seeing their names in print, along
with the writings of other talented Essex pupils.  At the end
of January the school choir made what has become our
annual visit to the O2 Arena in London to take part in the
Young Voices concert.  A series of concerts takes place in a
number of venues across the UK in aid of Dr Barnardos and
other children’s charities.  Our choir was part of a huge
7000+ strong choir made up of schools from counties across
the south of England and even across the channel.  A won-
derful experience for the children and we were very proud
of the enthusiasm and stamina with which they relished the
whole experience.  On Mondays and Wednesdays this year
the school has been filled with particularly delicious aromas!
Our curriculum has been further enriched by extra cookery
lessons.  One of our parents is coming into school twice a
week to teach each of the classes for half a term.  The
recipes are linked to topics being studied, festivals in the
church or other significant dates in the calendar.  The
recipes may be sweet or savoury, from UK or overseas.  This
week samples have also reached the staff room in the form
of a Valentine’s chocolate cheesecake! We have changed
our website address to www.stmarysstansted.co.uk which is
easier to remember. If you are new to the area and would
like to have a look at our school, please give us a ring to
arrange a visit.

Christine Tonkins
Headteacher

Tel: 812212

A reminder of our AGM on Friday 7th March at 7.45pm for
8.00pm at the Day Centre.  Everyone is welcome and if you
haven’t been before, do come and meet us. Entry is free and
there will be wine, soft drinks and nibbles to help make the
evening go with a swing. Our Coffee Morning is  10.00am-
noon on Wednesday 19th March at the Day Centre. Entry is
£1.50 which includes coffee, tea, hot cross buns and bis-
cuits. There will be a raffle and Mill goods on sale, including
our recently acquired mugs which are made locally. Our first
Mill opening is on Easter Sunday 20th April, and followed by
a Bank Holiday opening on 21st April, 1.30pm-5.30pm.  Most
of us have been affected one way or another by the recent
gale force winds and the Mill was no exception.  Some tie
rods from the fantail came loose and a resident of
Recreation Ground was affected, as unfortunately one
landed on his roof, damaging some of the tiles. Ted, our
co-chairman, met with the owner and the situation was rec-
tified amicably and Steve our engineer dealt with the tem-
porary repairs to the fantail.

Molly Clark, CoTrustee
     Tel: 816768

     STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
     WINDMILL

     STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
     WINDMILL
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If you have a PROBLEM
or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

HELPLINE
07704 553727

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Stansted’s voluntary community care service

Home Visiting Practice
Est. 1994

01279 873492
07916 075451

HPC Registered

 CHIROPODIST
Mrs Julie Golden

A professional service...
 ...at a competitive price

Your Independent Cambridge Consultant:

Are you worried about your weight?

 Karen Purton
 01279 813974 or 07565 930087

The Cambridge Weight Plan could
be the answer. Call today.

* £5 off first full week's supply
for new clients *

Naturalfamilyhealth.org.uk

Jan Rickwood

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy
Baby Massage

Tracey's Beauty, Skin Therapy & Holistic

Relocated to Foresthall Park

London Trained with over 30 years experience

Tel: 01279 819008   Mob: 07747 667319
Email: traceydward@yahoo.co.uk

www.traceysbeauty.com

• Easy parking      • Vouchers     • Late night

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

on 2nd Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

Registered Charity No. 246329

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesfordcarers@btconnect.com

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, Ugley Village Hall on the B1383

(Cambridge Road), is available for hire throughout the
year for children’s parties, adult parties (over 25s),

functions, clubs, classes and social meetings.

For bookings or further information please contact Susan Bone
Tel: 01279 814052/Email: ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com

Dylan’s Dog Walks

Rob Fuller
2 Miller Close
Foresthall Park
Stansted Mountfitchet
Essex CM24 8FJ

0772 9246482

info@dylansdogwalks.com
www.dylansdogwalks.com

Dylan’s Dog Walks

All ages & abilities welcome  ABRSM Exams
Tuition outside school hours so no vital core

curriculum school lessons missed
JAMES PRIEST BMus, MMus in Performance TCML

Singing Coach to Saffron Walden Choral Society
To discuss individual requirements tel 01279 647050

VIOLIN, PIANO (Classical
& Jazz) and SINGING

LESSONS

Forest Hall School
Forest Hall Road,  Stansted Mountfitchet

Essex  CM24 8TZ
Tel : 01279 813384

Email:  reception@fhs.essex.sch.uk
Website:  www.fhs.essex.sch.uk

Your local secondary school providing quality education
that enables all students to achieve their full potential

Co-education for ages 11-16
Ofsted 2013 “This is a Good School”

MONIQUE'S CHILDMINDING
 Very good Ofsted Report
 CRB checked, Paediatric First Aid trained
 Food Hygiene trained
 Complete childcare service for children 0 - 16 years
 Provide a Fun, Safe, Warm and Loving Home
 Free Funding for 3 & 4 year olds

Please visit my website for more information
www.moniqueschildminding.co.uk

or call 01279 813534 or 0788 3088 555
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ROTARY CLUB OF
STANSTED STORT VALLEY

www.stortvalleyrotary.com

This year got off to a good start with a talk by Mike Allen,
Chair of the BS Chamber of Commerce, about the Neigh-
bourhood Plan for Bishop's Stortford and the forthcoming
town referendum.  We felt privileged, however, when Elliot
Moore a doctoral student from Cambridge talked to us
about his work with the Institute for Manufacturing, which
is part of Cambridge University’s Department of Engineer-
ing.  His aim is to assist organisations to change their prac-
tices to minimise their exposure to long term sustainability
risks.  Really fascinating, however, were his experiences on a

four-month exchange to Beijing,
China. He confirmed the widely
held impression that China is mak-
ing great strides forward.  He
appeared empathetic to the prob-
lems faced by the Chinese authori-
ties maintaining stability during
these times of rapid change.  He
emphasised the point that China is
not free in Western terms and all
his journeys, like those of all
Chinese citizens, were monitored -

he did not however appear to have a personal minder, as
might have been the case a few years ago.  He hated the
Beijing smog for which he and his family had to wear a mask
every time they went outdoors, but he enjoyed travelling on
the magnificent Chinese Railway System which was fast,
comfortable and efficient.  He seemed content that his nec-
essary period in hospital was in an 'international' hospital
used by expats – the only other possible alternative would
have been to be evacuated to another far eastern capital.

Recently, three of our members became Trustees of the
Bishop’s Stortford Food Bank, now registered as a charity,
and arrangements were finalised with the first three schools
to be visited by the Life Education Mobile classroom. We
meet on Tuesdays, 7.00pm for 7.30pm at the Lemon Tree
Restaurant, Bishop’s Stortford.  Rotary provides the oppor-
tunity to enjoy convivial activity whilst learning more about
our community and our world.  We support a range of good
causes.

Peter Latham
Tel: 507294

Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

SUSTAINABLE HOMES NETWORK,
UTTLESFORD

There will be a talk on the Community Wind Turbine Project
in Gamlingay on Thursday 10th April at 7.30pm in the Council
Chambers, Saffron Walden.  More information will follow in
the next issue of the Link, or contact me.

Lorraine Evans
Tel: 814360

SASSOON'S PROTEST
Published in the Bradford Pioneer on 27th July, read to the
British House of Commons on 30th July, and was then printed
in the London Times the following day.

Lt. Siegfried Sassoon.
3r Batt: Royal  Welsh Fusiliers.
July, 1917.

I am making this statement as an act of wilful defiance of
military authority because I believe that the war is being
deliberately prolonged by those who have the power to
end it. I am a soldier, convinced that I am acting on behalf
of soldiers.  I believe that the war upon which I  entered as
a war of defence and liberation has now become a war
of aggression and conquest. I believe that the purposes
for which I and my fellow soldiers entered upon this war
should have been so clearly stated as to have made it
impossible to change them and that had this been done
the objects which actuated us would now be attainable by
negotiation.

I have seen and endured the sufferings of the troops and
I can no longer be a party to prolonging these sufferings
for ends which I believe to be evil and unjust. I am not
protesting against the conduct of the war, but against the
political errors and insincerities for which the fighting men
are being sacrificed.

On behalf of those who are suffering now, I make this
protest against the deception which is being practised
upon them; also I believe it may help to destroy the cal-
lous complacency with which the majority of those at
home regard the continuance of agonies which they do
not share and which they have not enough imagination to
realise.

Dr W H R Rivers: Medical Case Sheet, 23rd July 1917
There are no physical signs of any disorder of the Nervous
System. He discussed his recent actions and their motives
in a perfectly intelligent and rational way, and there is no
evidence of any excitement or depression. He recognises
that his views of warfare are tinged by his feelings about
the death of friends.

CHILDREN’S QUICKIE QUIZ
1. Fill in the missing word, ‘the March wind doth blow

and we shall have  _______’
2. Who is the Roman god of war?
3. Fill in the blanks, ‘March comes in like a _______ and

goes out like a _______’
4. What is Marchpane  an old fashioned word for?
5. Is Mars the 3rd, 4th or 5th planet from the sun?
6. When is St Patrick’s Day?
7. What’s the missing word, ‘Mad as a March _____’?
8. 21st March is known as the first day of what?
9. When is the ‘Ides of March’?
10. What is the surname of the family of girls in the book

‘Little Women’?

Answers on page 17
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Stansted
Psychotherapy

sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

Freedom from emotional pain

Overcome life’s barriers

Feel better about yourself

Referrals welcome from health
professionals and private individuals

Tel:  01279 817976

Professional Coaching,
Counselling & Psychotherapy

Principal: Sian Lloyd
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist

Qualified Clinical Supervisor

and Bishop’s Stortford

 Orthotics
 Diabetic Foot Care
 Evening & Saturday Clinics
 Routine Treatment

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 652249     info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

Friendly, family run, boutique
beauty salon on the outskirts of

Bishop’s Stortford that offers
traditional beauty treatments by

professional, experienced
therapists.

Dermalogica facials - Hot Stone Massage -
Swedish Massage - Jessica Nails - Jessica

GELeration nails - Calgel nails - Waxing

01279 651613
www.beauty-barn.com

Wickham Hall, Hadham Rd, CM23 1JG

FREE PARKING NEXT TO THE SALON

 Hypnotherapy
 Pure Hypnoanalysis

 Consultant
(transforming your
thinking & so, your life)

 Become a
 in one session.

 Help with: feelings of
depression, anxiety,
phobias, stress and
weight loss

 Children/young people
treated from age 5+

 initial consultation

07950 974928
01279 799724
hjbartram@yahoo.co.uk
www.stortfordhypnosis.co.uk

One session help with
smoking therapy

(plus support)
Weight ~ Gastric Band

Confidence ~ Exams
Phobias  ~ Anxiety

OCDs ~ School
Hypnobirthing

Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Past Lives

and much more

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.com

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,

Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

Hair & Beauty
32A Lower Street,

 Stansted

ARNET AYRE

ANITY AYRE

Please telephone:

Hair  01279 813087
Beauty 01279 813180

Your friendly
Local Salon

Est 20 years!

Mobile beauty therapy by Gemma Wright

All your beauty needs in the
comfort of your own home:

 Waxing
 Tinting
 Manicures and Pedicures
 GelColor by O.P.I.
 Massage
 Facials
 St Tropez Spray Tans

Fully Qualified & Insured
Gift Vouchers Available
For appointment please call

07921 522380
gemma@essentialgem.co.uk
www.essentialgem.co.uk

Smile with confidence

Leading Dentists in
Stansted & Bishop's Stortford

0% FINANCE AVAILABLE

Call 01279 815041
Email: info@simply-teeth.co.uk
www.simply-teeth.co.uk

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Implants • Tooth Whitening •
• Invisible Braces • Anti-Wrinkle Treatments •

Accepting New Patients
Open Saturdays and Evenings
Member of British Association of Cosmetic Dentists

Want to improve your smile? We provide all treatments and
have a wealth of experience in all aspects of dentistry.
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ORFORD HOUSE
It is suggested that Orford House, half a mile north of
Stansted, was built as a half-way house for the noble horse
lovers on their journeys to and from the capital and the race
course at Newmarket, and that Walpole Farm took its name
from Sir Robert Walpole 1676-1745, Britain’s first Prime
Minister, who, after spending time in the Tower of London,
was created Earl of Orford.  Despite the house coming with
his title there are no records of his ever visiting this stately
home or farm.

Orford House was built by Admiral Edward Russell, the First
Earl of Orford, who was victorious in the battle of La Hogue
in 1662 and was a member of the Russell family of Woburn
in the late 17th Century.  Russell had done himself a great
favour by backing the future King, William of Orange 1689-
1802.  He had written a letter to William asking him to
depose King James II, the result of which was within months
of William taking the throne he was appointed Treasurer to
the Navy, and later promoted to First Lord of the Admiralty
and then on upwards.  His country seat was at Chippenham
in Cambridgeshire and he may well have used Orford House
on his way to and from there to London.

Ralph Phillips
Tel: 813417

CHILDREN’S RECIPE
Baked Chicken Risotto
Big pinch of vegetable stock
1 small pepper (using some)
1 tbsp olive oil
50g Arborio risotto rice
1 spring onion
1 heaped tbsp peas
2 small mushrooms
50g cooked chicken
Half cup of warm water

Method
Pour oil into ovenproof dish and add rice.
Cut pepper into small pieces and add to dish.
Chop up the spring onion and mushroom
Put into an ovenproof dish and add the peas.
Tear up the cooked chicken add to dish.
Pour in the warm water and stock powder.
Put a lid on the dish and cook at 180 C/Gas 6 for 15 minutes
or until rice is cooked.

Simone Teese
Stansted Kiddy Cook

Tel: 0783 7008715

ST CLARE HOSPICE NEWS

I hope everyone has dried out after the astounding floods
of 7th February!  I was extremely nervous that I wouldn’t be
able to get to our annual Ball at Bishop’s Stortford Golf Club
on the Saturday as I had all the raffle and auction prizes!
Luckily, I made it and we raised over £16,000 which was
absolutely amazing.  Thank you to all who supported us and
to Liz Lake Associates, Lino Thomas Hairdressers, George
Cooper Physiotherapy, Mariposa and Store 18 for their
generous raffle or auction prizes. On 1st February, the Herts
& Soul Choir staged a wonderful performance at the Harlow
Playhouse in aid of St Clare.  It was an emotional and
magical evening, greatly enjoyed by all who attended and,
helped by volunteers including Caroline Bore, Alex Fleet and
Gill Robinson from Stansted.  We raised an amazing £1,310
from our bucket collection and ticket sales.  A huge thank
you to Chris Humphreys, who masterminded the event and
to the talented singers who gave us such a treat.

Our Stansted Supporters’ Quiz Night is 7.00pm for 7.30pm
on Saturday 15th March at Forest Hall School, tickets £10
including ploughman’s available from me. Bring your own
drinks. There is a Spring Bridge Drive on 28th March at Little
Hallingbury Village Hall. Tickets £7 including afternoon tea
from Liz Jordan on 814438, email: thejordans@clara.net.
Our incredibly dynamic Stansted Friends are organising a
Jumble Sale on 12th April 11.00am-1.00pm in St John’s Hall.
Please call Gill on 815486 or Caroline on 813938 if you have
any jumble, small items of furniture or bric-à-brac to donate
(items will not be accepted on the day).  Don’t forget to
come along on the day for a bargain hunt!

Sarah Calder
Community Fundraiser

Tel: 07528 520016
Email: sarah.calder@stclarehospice.org.

COMMUNITY DEFIBRILLATOR
APPEAL

You are invited to a FREE pancake party to launch the
Stansted Churches’ Lent Appeal to raise money for a defi-
brillator for Stansted.

Where? St Theresa's Parish Centre, High Lane
When? Shrove Tuesday 4th March, of course, at 7.00pm.
Why? A defibrillator is a machine that can help get a heart
beating again after a heart attack, when the speed of treat-
ment can be the difference between life and death. The
Stansted Surgery is very keen to have defibrillators in the
village, and Dr Susan Humphrey will be attending this event
along with the Archdeacon of Stansted, The Ven Robin King.
Come and find out more from the experts and enjoy a pan-
cake or two - it's free. For catering purposes, please let me
know if you are planning to come.

Catherine Dean
Tel: 813579

Email: catherinemarydean@btinternet.com
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Computer Repairs for homes
and businesses

Repairs - Upgrades - Virus removal
NO CALL OUT FEE

OnSite - £30 1st hr, £20 per hr thereafter
NO FIX NO FEE

Fixed price on collection & return repairs
For a friendly and reliable service call
Mark on 01279 647196 / 07815011925

ECATERINA LTD
Domestic Cleaning Services
 Competitive rates
 Excellent References
 7 Years Experience

Tel: 01279 899668 Mob: 07789 732009
Email: lia2006london@yahoo.com

www.ecaterinalimited.com

Domestic Oven Cleaning

Using non-caustic, non-toxic products
in your home

FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED

01279 432444
www.ovenbright.co.uk

*Ovens*Ranges*Agas*Hobs
*Extractors* and much more

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS

OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: deltaylor61@btinternet.com

Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &

Protection, New PC Setup & Training

The difference is clear

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
Professional Cleaning

Freshen up your home using a local competitive company
Everyday dirt and grime reduces your

Carpet and Upholstery life and it simply
LOOKS and feels FRESHER

Call Nick: 01279 276 018
For your FREE Quotation

I have many years of experience,
teaching throughout the primary
age range (4-11 years) and as a
school SENCO. Give me a call to
discuss your child’s needs.

Katy Dockerill
01279 812997

BED & BREAKFASt

All rooms have blackout blinds,
beverage trays, toiletries,

LCD Freeview TV/DVD &
thermostatically controlled radiators

Tel: 01279 815012
Mob: 07714 819040

www.harrisons33bb.plus.com
Email:

annieadams@harrisons33bb.plus.com

Comfortable family house in Birchanger

Domestic ~ Commercial
Office ~ Schools
01279 812524
07828 425944

j.freeman195@yahoo.com

GO-JO Quality Cleaning
Scrub, Polish & Buffing Services

Fixed fee will writing service

Single will £70
Couples £120

Home visit at a time to suit you
Tel 01279 505234

www.hertsandessexwills.co.uk
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www.bentfield.essex.sch.uk

We are smiles aplenty here at Bentfield as, once again, we
have been visited by an Ofsted inspection team and
received the grading of a ‘good’ school. The inspectors
noted that we have commendably organised teams of very
dedicated teachers and teaching assistants. They observed
lessons which were all good, some outstanding, and said
that there was an interesting curriculum which gives a var-
ied range of experiences and promotes the pupils’ spiritual,
moral, social and cultural development. They were very
impressed that we catered for such a wide spectrum of
needs and abilities, and recognised that all pupils make
good progress from their starting points. They identified the
harmonious atmosphere, where pupils enjoy school, have
great attitudes to learning, and where the relationships
between adults and pupils are excellent, with the result that
pupils behave well at all times. Our nursery was highly com-
mended as always, and the leadership team and governors
were deemed to be well organised and highly effective.
Needless to say I am very proud of these comments and
would like to thank the pupils, staff, governors, parents and
the wider community for making this happen. The full
report is on our school website for those who wish to see it
in more detail.

Although we have already had many rewarding activities
and events this term we are looking forward to many more.
On Saturday 22nd March  7.30pm for 8.00pm we have the
PTFA school quiz.   Tickets £10 (to include fish/chicken and
chip supper) from Helen on 07787 516249. Tables of eight.
Bring your own drinks and nibbles.  On the last day of term,
4th April, we have the PTFA Easter Egg hunt. In between
these dates we have our Year 6s partaking in their residen-
tial visit to the Isle of Wight, and the Year 5 class will be
visiting both Duxford and the Harry Potter studios. We are
also looking forward to the Years 3 and 4 production of 'Sam
and Sammy’s Shammy Double Whammy' at the end of
term!

David Rogers
Headteacher

Tel: 813626

Carpet Bowls  At our first away match on 29th January at
Quendon Bowls Club, we  lost five, won two and drew one
with some very close scores;  a most enjoyable evening.
Many thanks to the Quendon players who welcomed us and
provided such a nice spread after the match.  We look for-
ward to a re-match.   If you are interested in carpet bowls
you are invited to pop in to the Clubhouse any Friday
evening from 8,00pm; you will be made very welcome.
Outdoor Bowls Our first game is on Saturday 19th April,
Captain's v President's.  You are most welcome to come and
spectate - the game usually starts at 2.30pm.

Doreen Scraggs
Hon Secretary

Tel: 815036   Mob: 07812 483178
Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

HuwJohnson
Club

HuwJohnson
Club

In January we all went together to see the Robin Hood pan-
tomime at the Cambridge Arts Theatre, which was lots of
fun, and involved lots of booing, hissing, singing and danc-
ing! Club restarts on 6th March and we have a fairly packed
timetable of activities coming up over the next few months,
from dancing and magic shows, to craft evenings and
treasure hunts. If you are interested in coming along to help
or join in, do let us know - we would love to see you!

Whilst we may have had a few weeks off from Club, we have
had a bumper few months in terms of fundraising. We have
received some very generous donations from the St John’s
Church Choir, the Herts and Soul Choir, Cambridge Quilters
and from JM Cockerton Services Ltd, and we recently won a
grant of over £1,300 from the Uttlesford District Council
volunteer service. We are extremely grateful for everyone’s
generosity - in our 40th year it is exciting to have some funds
to be able to celebrate everything that the Huw Johnson
Club means to us and all our members .. we will keep you
posted on all the celebrations! I am (rather desperately!)
hoping to recruit a few more car drivers to help drive some
of the members to/from Saffron Walden on a Thursday
evening. It would mean a commitment of one Thursday a
month (in one direction only), so if you would like to help
out please do get in touch. For more information about the
Club, please contact either Sandra (812627) or myself.

Katharine Collis
Tel: 461270

To bring our current season to a climactic end, Chamber
Philharmonic Europe (Kammerphilharmonie Europa), cur-
rently touring the UK, will be giving a concert in St John’s
Church on Saturday 22nd March at 8.00pm.  This famous
chamber orchestra, founded in Cologne, comprises young
musicians from 18 European countries. They will be playing
music in styles ranging from the romance of Borodin (the
lovely Nocturne featured in last October's Alberni Quartet
recital) to the brilliance of Albinoni's 'St Marc' trumpet con-
certo, via Hugo Wolf's famous Italian Serenade and works by
Holst, Fauré, Bach and Schubert.

Tickets, adults £15, children under 18 free from Absolute
Travel, Chapel Hill; Nockolds, Bishop’s Stortford; Sonia Levy,
tel  815282; or, if still available, at the door. Check out our
website www.musicatstansted.com for general information
or if you have a specific enquiry please email us on
info@musicatstansted.com.

Alan Corbishley
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STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HISTORY S OCIETY

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

LOCAL HISTORY S OCIETY

'Stansted in the 1940s and '50s' by Peter Brown
Our February meeting enjoyed a talk by our Chairman, Peter
Brown. He talked us through a walk he made as a child, on
behalf of his parents, to pay the rent to the Landlord at
Bedlow’s Yard, starting at Woodfields and home again, with
many little insights into village life from Peter and members
of the Committee joining in, and many photographs to
accompany his presentation. Peter’s route from Back Lane
(Woodfield Terrace) past Robinson’s Saw Mill to Chapel Hill,
where he turned left, and then crossed Chapel Hill into Post
Office Alley where Peter would scuttle past the gates of

Green Meadow half way along the alley on the left hand
side. The Meadow was home to the Bowls and Stansted
Football Club (Stansted Rovers); the photograph shows the
team after beating Saffron Walden in the 1914 League cup.

Peter then turned left into Clarence Road passing Mrs
Cooper’s house, who might ask a favour of a small job or
repair in return for seeing her ostrich egg!!  Crossing over
Cambridge Road, and turning left he came to Bedlow’s yard
where Mr Bedlow, Mr Turner and Mr Bright worked as
wheelwrights.

He handed the rent over to Miss Bedlow who in return gave
Peter a boiled sweet and Mr Bedlow offered a pinch of
snuff, whilst Peter watched him at the Forge. Then home-
ward bound, turning right on Cambridge Road passing The
Dorothy Salon, Miss Kitson’s Shop which sold fireworks and
toys, Mathews Cycle Stores (now the Co-op) and Mayhew’s
Garage.

Past the Bell (Bell and Feathers) public house was Normans
Butchers, Mr Milton’s Florist and Fruiterers, Tuke and
Gibson Bank, Greens Stores, F B Motors, London and
Stansted Furnishing, The British Restaurant, Mants Sweets
and Ices and Mascall’s Butchers.

When past the shops you reached the police station and
fountain, where Peter turned left down Chapel Lane passing
the Fire Station and telephone exchange.  Then came the
Central Hall and finally the turn into Back Lane and home.

The next meeting will be at 8.00pm on Thursday 7th March
in the Day Centre , when Sarah Doig will be talking to us on
'Victorian Village schools'. All welcome.

Steve Leaney
Tel: 647177

STANSTED BUSINESS FORUM
www.stanstedbusinessforum.co.uk

Despite the floods, over 30 attendees managed to make it
to our February meeting, when our speaker was Richard
Burns of Aero Dynamic Imaging, an aerial photography/
video company that uses unmanned aerial ‘drones’ with
high quality HD video cameras.  Services range from photos
of your home to detecting damaged crops for farmers via
infrared cameras! The SBF would like to wish a speedy
recovery to all local businesses affected by the flooding in
Stansted.  Plans are underway for the Stansted Summer
Fayre on Saturday 5th July 12 noon-5.00pm, and all local
business, big or small, are encouraged to have a stall and
promote their business to local people. There will be about
60 stalls plus live entertainment, alcoholic refreshments and
children’s rides. For an application form please email
peter.james@murdochspropertyshop.co.uk. The next SBF
meeting is on Friday 7th March 7.30am at Linden House.

Geraldine Allars
Tel: 813747

Email: info@allstars-office.co.uk
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STANSTED EVENING WI
Several visitors and members packed into the
Day Centre for our January meeting when Emily
Yarrow came as guest speaker, to fill the place with song
and tell us of her life so far! She is the youngest of three sis-
ters and although they all played the piano she is the one
who has pursued a musical career. She spoke of her father,
who composed and played in a band, sang and even got to
Number 17 in the charts!  Emily said she was shy as a little
girl but loved to sing in the choir. While at University she
decided to train  seriously and began by singing in light
opera, playing the servant in The Marriage of Figaro.  She
initiated us into the techniques required for singing, which
include correct posture so that you have no kinks in the
drainpipes (or should that be windpipes?) and, of course,
mastering the art of breathing properly. Auditions are a
nightmare, usually held in unpleasant and scruffy back-
rooms; good tips beforehand are breathing in steam and
eating lasagne – presumably not at the same time. And, as
she said, never be without an emergency banana!  Emily has
a beautiful voice and performed for us a varied repertoire
including When She Loved Me from Toy Story 2, Moon River,
Ave Maria (a favourite for weddings) and ending with One
Fine Day from Madam    Butterfly, which had most of us
near to tears. What a lovely evening, further enhanced with
glasses of wine and food prepared by the Committee.

To celebrate our Centenary the WI is sending a Centenary
Baton around England and Wales, in the same way the
Olympic Torch made its way around the UK in 2012. It has
already travelled through Wales, beginning its journey in
that unpronounceable place in Anglesey where the WI was
formed. In November, it will be in Essex, including Saffron
Walden Christmas Market when the lights are turned on.
There will also be a Thanksgiving Service in St Mary’s
Church. We hope to attend both of these events.  Our
County AGM is at Southend and will feature Michael Portillo
as the main speaker. Our next meeting is on Thursday 13th

March at 7.45pm in the Day Centre, when Eve Regelous will
be talking about  'A History of Harrods'. We always welcome
visitors – talk, tea and cake!

Judy Colliver
President

Tel: 812470

Winter nets have been arranged for Sunday afternoons at
Birchwood High School Sports Hall for eight weeks from 2nd

February:  juniors 6.30pm-8.00pm and seniors 8.00pm-
9.00pm.  Juniors aged 15 and over are welcome to attend
senior nets. Junior outdoor training begins with a registra-
tion meeting at 6.30pm on Monday 5th May at Hargrave
Park. The Club is arranging a tour in Dorset 23rd-27th June;
any former or retired players interested in joining as player,
umpire or scorer, would be most welcome. Anyone inter-
ested in scoring next season on a regular basis please con-
tact me. Adults wishing to join the Club should contact me;
juniors should contact Head Coach Keith Ayres 814471.

David Hedge, Hon Secretary
Tel: 812509

Email: dchedge49@gmail.com

STANSTED HALL & ELSENHAM
CRICKET CLUB

The Club continues to be busy during the winter months.
Indoor nets have begun for junior and senior sections. The
juniors have been playing indoors all winter at both the
Essex County Cricket Club and at HECC. Many of the juniors
have had trials for West Essex District Cricket Board and
those that were successful will have sessions starting in
February. The November AGM was well attended and mem-
bers are looking forward to the 2014 season with Zafir Nazir
as the new Club captain. The Presentation Evening &
Christmas Draw was highly successful and the Annual Quiz
proved to be popular once again with some 190 attending.

All of the qualified coaches will be returning to the Club in
2014 including Matt Hyam, the Level 3 coach, who also
manages the Essex Women’s team. The new all-weather
nets will be in use during the summer. The netting facilities
at our ground are as good as any in the area. Each bay has a
different characteristic so one is for fast bowling and the
other helps spinners. They were used at the latter stages of
last season and we were already seeing more players using
them. The Club has already arranged dates for a local dis-
abled group to be coached following on last season’s suc-
cess. New members both young and old, girl or boy are very
welcome. Please contact:

David Brown
Chairman

Tel: 831011

UTTLESFORD CAB IN GREAT DUNMOW
www.uttlesfordcab.org.uk

The CAB is delighted to announce that funding and volun-
teers have been secured to enable the opening of the Great
Dunmow office for a third day. It is now open every
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.30am-3.30pm.
Referred cases are dealt with by a debt specialist every
Wednesday. The offices are at The Chestnuts, Suite 8, 4
Stortford Road CM6 1DA, opposite the Saracen’s Head pub.
The office has a ramp access, hearing loop and webcam
translation sign language facilities. Don’t forget we also
have an outreach at Spangles in Stansted. Where necessary
we can make telephone appointments for people unable to
get to any of our offices – we are aware that some of our
most vulnerable clients are those least able to travel. For
more information call 01799 618840 or visit our website.

Stansted
Cricket

Club

Stansted
Cricket

Club

WANTED ALL MOTORCYCLES
ANY YEAR, MAKE, CONDITION

Harley Davidson, Honda, Yamaha
Kawasaki, Suzuki, Triumph etc

URGENT SCOOTERS
Vespa - Lambretta, Scrap Cycles
Honda 50CC  (memorabilia)
Full bikes or parts, running or not

Please call SWF on 07831 589763



www.highhousenursery.co.uk

Tel: 01279 870898

High House Nursery
 Children from 3 months to 5 years
 Highly qualified experienced teachers
 Emphasis on creativity and cognitive

development
 Established since 1985
 Family run nursery
 Beautiful surroundings, set in 2 acres
 Outstanding Ofsted report

Walking distance to Stansted Airport
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Outstanding tuition for children in BALLET (RAD)

and MODERN DANCE on Mondays after school
at the QUAKER HALL, STANSTED

plus MELODY BEAR classes for pre-school children
to introduce children to dance & movement in

Stansted, Felsted & Bishop’s Stortford

Classes at our OWN STUDIOS in Bishop’s Stortford
including Tap, Street Dance, Jazz, Drama and

Musical Theatre + Adult Ballet and Adult Tap
For further details and a Free Prospectus:

Telephone: 01279 654423
Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

Mitchell School of Dance

Ballet (adults & children) Modern & Tap

Mrs Mitchell LISTD Dip   AISTD  AES Dip
Fully qualified and registered teacher

Dancing Displays   Examinations
Choreography    National Competitions

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
Birchanger Church Hall

Tel: 01992 812781

Email: wmitchelldance@gmail.com

Forest Hall School
Forest Hall Road

Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex CM24 8TZ
Tel: 01279 813384

Website: www.fhs.essex.sch.uk

Facilities for Hire
Halls•Classrooms•Meeting Rooms

Dance/Drama Studio•Playing Fields
available for events, functions, clubs and classes
For further information or bookings please contact
Business Manager Gareth David on 01279 813384

Email: g.david@fhs.essex.sch.uk

New Pre-School
for 3 & 4 year olds

opening in September

I am really excited about this development
which will enable young children to benefit

from the quality education we provide.
Keith Knight - Headmaster

Hobbs Cross Road, Old Harlow, Essex, CM17 0NJ
0 1 2 7 9  4 2 9 9 1 0

Saint Nicholas School is committed to
providing affordable, quality care to

children in the community.

The Pre-school will be open term time
and we will be offering full and part time
places. Morning and afternoon sessions
will be offered separately and there will

also be a breakfast club from 7:30 am
and after-school club until 6:00 pm.
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We were visited by Kate Millner, an artist, storyteller and
puppeteer, who led a wonderful ‘Healthy Eating’ session.
She told us an Anansi story (with the help of puppets) about
‘Rabbit and his Greens, Monkey and his Beans’. The children
then acted out some of the characters from the story. It all
culminated in everyone taking turns to draw a fruit in oil
pastels on a canvas. This is now hanging up in Pre-school.

We have held open mornings for our older group parents so
they could come and see a session ‘in action’ and they were
able to chat to their key person.  We have also celebrated
Chinese New Year. The children tried noodles with sweet
and sour sauce which they tried eating with chopsticks! We
made a dragon and did a dragon dance. We played musical
instruments to accompany the dragon.

A reminder that the Pre-school Open Morning is on
Saturday 1st March 10.00am-noon. Refreshments provided.
All current and prospective families are welcome. The
Committee are also very busy organising the Family Fun Day
on Sunday 18th May. Further details to follow.
Rainbow Pre-School takes children from 2½ years to rising 5.
If you are interested in applying for a place for your child,
please visit our website www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.
co.uk for details.  You need to put your child’s name down
now, however young, to ensure a place.  Places for
September 2014 and 2015 are filling up fast!

Gill Pursglove
Administrator

Tel: 814242
Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

Timeforacuppa

Following the success of the Timeforacuppa tea party last
year we have decided to repeat the event. We are hoping to
raise money to support Dementia UK in their work to
improve the quality of life for all people affected by demen-
tia. Last year both young and old, and those of us in denial,
enjoyed tea, coffee, beautiful home-made cakes and the
opportunity to make new friends and catch up with old
ones. My appeal is simple ... although two-fold!  Firstly, we
need to continue the tradition of outstanding home-made
cakes, so 'Bake-Off' fans ... all contributions will be gratefully
received. More importantly we would love to see you there!
Put a note in your diary - Friday 7th March, Elsenham Bowls
Club, 9.30am-11.30am.

Lindsey Peters
Tel: 814086

CHILDREN’S QUICKIE QUIZ – ANSWERS
1. Snow
2. Mars
3. Lion, lamb
4. Marzipan
5. 4th

6. 17th March
7. Hare
8. Spring
9. 15th March
10. March

We have recently been splashing in puddles and enjoying
the mud! Our ‘letters of the week’ project has continued all
term – the children have loved bringing in items that match
our weekly letter to ‘show and tell’. We have been learning
all about Chinese New Year and the Year of the Horse, tried
some Chinese food, looked at a beautiful lion dance cos-
tume, investigated a Chinese drum and learned how to say
“hello” in Chinese. For Valentine’s Day the children wore
something red and enjoyed our Valentine’s cake stall.

We would like to take this opportunity to say goodbye to
Diane Gould, who has been at Birchanger Nursery for 12
years, and thank her for all her wonderful work. Children,
staff and parents will miss her greatly but wish her very well
in her new role.  If you are interested in coming along to our
next open day please call to reserve a space. The few nur-
sery places we have left for next term are running out very
quickly so please contact us soon if you’d like your child (we
accept ages 2½ to 5) to attend Birchanger Nursery. Please
call to arrange a visit or see our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/BirchangerNursery.

The Committee
Tel: 810800

Email: admin@birchangernursery.org
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Serving the local community for over 100 years

Here for you,
whenever you need us.
24 hours a day

We have branches
throughout Hertfordshire
and Essex, for details of
your nearest call

01279 813219

www.dcpoulton.co.uk
R e s p o n s i v e  |  R e s p e c t f u l  |  T r u s t w o r t h y  |  A c c e s s i b l e  |  P r o g r e s s i v e

HEARING HELP
UTTLE S FORD

For more information ring
01799 599790
 (9 am - 5 pm)

FREE HELP
for problems with
NHS Hearing Aids

 at
Stansted Day Centre

 2 - 4 pm
on the last Tuesday

of every month

Registered Charity No. 289280

A firm of Christian lawyers
providing legal services in a
professional, ethical, personal,
caring & sensitive manner.

 Property
 Wills
 Probate
 Trusts
 Tax Services
 Notarial Services

25b White Horse Court,
North Street, Bishop’s Stortford

Herts CM23 2LD
(behind Pizza Express;

parking available)
Tel: 01279 758 760

Email: alever@leverandco.com
www.leverandco.com

Principal, Angela Lever, has been in
local practice for over 15 years

DANIEL ROBINSON
& SONS

Independent Family Funeral Directors
& Monumental Masons

 24 hour careline manned by local qualified
managers offering free advice & support

 Lady & gentleman funeral directors
 Competitive pricing policy

National award winning & IiP Gold standard
company

79/81 South Street
BISHOP’S STORTFORD

(01279) 655477
please visit our website www.drobinson.co.uk

Greenways Financial Planning

Professional friendly advice
on

Investments ~ Pensions ~ Mortgages
 Life Assurance ~ Critical Illness
 Income Protection ~ Annuities

Estate Planning ~ Long Term Care

‘Greenways’ Park Rd Elsenham CM22 6DF
Tel/Fax 01279 816622

e-mail dturner@greenways-financial-planning.co.uk

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
An Authorised Representative of Sesame Ltd. which is

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

David Turner Cert PFS CeMap
Principal

Tees Financial is well placed to provide unbiased,
comprehensive and professional advice on all
personal financial planning matters, specialising in
retirement planning, investments, trust and portfolio
management, care fees and equity release.

Tees Financial is the trading name of Tee Financial plc, which
is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Planning for
Tomorrow Today

For an initial no-obligation meeting, please contact
Kersi Deboo on 01279 713390 or

kersid@teesfinancial.com

6 High Street, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 2LU
         Tel: 01279 658304  Fax: 01279 757672

www.teesfinancial.com

Experienced Friendly Staff

Adult Community Learning Centre
St John’s Road

Stansted CM24 8JP
www.rainbowpreschool-stansted.co.uk

Welcome Children
Aged 2½ to rising 5’s

'Children are eager to attend and
clearly demonstrate that they are
successfully developing the skillsthat
will help them in the future' (OFSTED)

For further information
please call 01279 814242
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PARISH MEETING

for

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

to be held at

The Stansted Free Church, Chapel Hill,
Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex

On WEDNESDAY, 19th  MARCH  2014  at 8.00 pm

A G E N D A

1 To receive apologies for absence
  2   To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2013
  3 To welcome a representative of Save Stansted Village
  4 To receive the Parish Council’s audited accounts to 31st March 2013
  5 To receive the Parish Council’s Financial Report
  6 Chairman’s Report
  7 To receive a report on Neighbourhood Watch
  8 Proposed resolutions
  9 Open Forum
10  Refreshments

February 2014      Ruth A Clifford,  Clerk

NOTE
The Parish Meeting may, by law, discuss all parish affairs and pass resolutions about them.  Such resolutions are not
binding upon the Parish Council, but members usually consider them at their next available meeting and consider
what action, if any, to take.

Anyone wishing to speak under the Open Forum must state their name and use the microphones provided.  Please try
not to repeat topics already discussed.  The meeting will close at 10 pm.

DISABLED PARKING ONLY AT THE CHURCH - PLEASE USE LOWER STREET CAR PARK
****************************************************************

VILLAGE LITTER PICK
Are you keen to see our village a beautiful, pleasant place to live? If so we invite you all to join the Village Litter Pick
on Saturday 22nd March. This is a community event where we all have the opportunity to enhance the environment
by clearing litter from our highways, byways and nooks and crannies.

Please meet outside the Parish Council Office at Crafton Green at 10.00 a.m.
All equipment will be provided.

Churchill’s has generously agreed to provide lunch for all volunteers.

Green Waste Skips start again in March - see page 5 for details
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STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET PARISH COUNCIL - FINANCIAL REPORT FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING MARCH 2013

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
Year ended 31 March 2011 2012 2013 2013 2014 2015 NOTES

Actual Actual Budget Actual    Budget Budget
Item
1 Village Maintenance and Cleaning 56,346 60,310 67,150 60,935 67,190 73,045 A
2 Recreation and Play Areas 3,147 5,308 5,752 2,983 5,149 5,201
3 Street Lighting 15,445 17,224 20,000 10,984 14,850 14,450 B
4 Administration and Office Costs 83,676 72,487 83,464 64,341 86,209 94,253 C
5 Members Expenses and Training 639 624 750 706 1,000 1,000
6 Discretionary projects 36,646 27,646 17,400 18,906 9,050 9,000 D
7 Christmas Fayre               n/a n/a n/a 4,137 1,500 1,000
8 Day Centre               n/a 312            - 4,275- - - E
9 Windmill 2,000 8,920 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000
10 Crafton Green rental income 27,500- 27,500- 27,500- 27,500- 27,500- -27,500
11 Crafton Green Car Park 4,579- 4,337- 3,000- 3,836- 250 -2,110
12 Capital projects 1,207 5,331 10,850 2,894- 10,850 2,750 F

Total net expenditure 167,027£ 166,325£ 178,866£ 128,487£ 172,548£ 175,089£

13 Council Tax Precept 147,500£ 163,000£ 187,000£ 187,000£ 198,000£ 212,000£
Average per Band D 65£ 65£ 65£ 65£ 66£

Net surplus or (deficit) 19,527-£ 3,325-£ 8,134£ 58,513£ 25,452£ 36,911£ G

BALANCE SHEET at 31st March 2011 2012 2013 2014
Actual Actual Actual    Budget

Bank, cash and investments 130,634 121,258 158,434 162,000
Due to Council 3,977 14,816 48,117 -
Total current assets 134,611 136,074 206,551 162,000
Less: Owed by Council 3,549 8,333 9,965 -
Total net assets 131,062£ 127,741£ 196,586£ 162,000£

These assets represent . . .

Reserves for specific projects 43,876 36,329 104,946 78,190
Accumulated general reserve 87,186 91,412 91,639 83,810

131,062£ 127,741£ 196,585£ 162,000£

EXPLANATIONS OF WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE FIGURES
1 Grasscutting, gardening,maintenance litter and garden waste skips.
2 Maintenance of all play areas and trees less rents from tennis and bowls clubs.
3 Lighting maintenance and energy costs.
4 All costs related to the function of the Parish Council and running of Crafton Green office.
5 Parish councillors'  expenses and training.
6 Payments for second Police Community Support Officer (ceased 2012), Youth Service, CCTV, Bonfire night, Parish Grants (1% of precept).
8 Responsibility transferred from Uttlesford to Parish in 12/13 with grant of £11,600 pa for 3 years from UDC.
10 Rents from clinic and library.
11 50% of income from Crafton Green car park (UDC retains 50%) less business rates.
12 13/14 included contribution towards new equipment at Bentfield Play Area, dog and litter bins, lighting, office & IT equipment.
13 Precept is the e lement of Council Tax collected by Uttlesford specifically for this parish.

NOTES REGARDING MAJOR VARIATIONS
Note A
Note B Additional funds were budgeted towards regular test costs and carried forward to a specific reserve.
Note C In 2013 actual costs for insurance, rates,professional fees were lower than anticipated.   Also, having budgeted to

employ a second office  assistant, this did not take place until December 2013.
Note D In 2012/13 this included a one-off contribution towards road resurfacing.
Note E The surplus from 2013 has been carried forward into a Day Centre reserve to offset possible losses should UDC reduce its funding.
Note F We received funding of £150,000 from the developers of Foresthall Park to replace the play equipment at the Mountfitchet

Green and Recreation Ground play areas. A small surplus of around £3,500 has been carried over to the Bentfield play area refurbishment.
Note G Most of the £58,513 surplus for 2012/13 has been allocated to specific reserves for anticipated future  projects. At 31 March

2013 our Earmarked Reserves for specific projects totalled £104,946 and included £25,000 towards the Crafton Green project,
£15,000 towards the refurbishment of  Bentfield Play Area, £5,000 to professional fees and £4,000 to the windmill fund.

2013 actual figure was lower due to gardening/cutting costs being lower than anticipated following tendering process.
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STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCIAL REPORT

Reserves are being increased largely to fund the Crafton Green Project
2013/14 2014/15

Crafton Green Project     25,000    25,000
Other         4,000    11,600

Total being raised and level of parish council tax

     2011/12 2012/13  2013/14   2014/15
Amount raised    163,000 187,000  198,000   212,000
Council Tax (Band D) - £          65.10           64.83                    64.69                    66.00
% change              -0.4         + 0.2         +2.0

The key changes in the outturn for 2012/13 were as follows:

Higher than expected income on Crafton Green car park.

Lower admin costs due to more accurate budgeting and lower staff costs.

Lower than expected rises in electricity costs and insurance premiums.

The budget for 2013/14 is expected to see an overspend of £4,000

The original budget was £172,548, the revised is £177,000.

Excluding the cost of the last parish elections which totaled £9,905, (unexpectedly high), net spending would
have been below budget.

This high election cost is unlikely to be repeated as parish and district council elections will be held together
ie back to the usual pattern.  However, with four polling stations, (previously two), costs will be higher than
in the past.

Across the rest of the budget small upward changes were more than counterbalanced by higher income
from the Crafton Green car park.

The budget for 2014/15 shows little net change in spending

Funding increased hours for Steve Sutton, our handyman, and higher UDC charges for the green waste skip
service should be off-set by a reduced maintenance charge for CCTV.

Reserves will be increased to fund the Crafton Green Project and to rebuild free reserves which are below
the preferred level.

Council Tax (parish share) is set to rise by 2% in 2014/15

Over the three years to March 2015 council tax (parish share) will have risen by 6%.

Council tax in 2014/15 will be 51% lower than Saffron Walden and 48% below Gt. Dunmow.

At this stage no significant change is anticipated in council tax for 2015/16.

Over the next two years it is hoped to complete the Crafton Green Project, an extension to the Crafton
Green car park, a redesign of Bentfield Play Area, a new CCTV system (subject  to complying with the new
national code of practice) and a new, re-sited skatepark.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2014

I have pleasure in submitting this annual report, being delivered in advance of the Annual Parish Meeting.  An an-
nual meeting is a statutory obligation, but perhaps more importantly it is an opportunity for all residents to promote
ideas, offer suggestions and to put questions to their elected representatives.  It is the time and place to air criticism
and to express satisfaction.

 All communities are subject to change, but we should do all we can to make sure that these changes are sustainable
and sympathetic to the locality.  In the absence of a District Local Plan which determines the amount of develop-
ment and where it should be located, we have been subject to considerable speculative development pressure. The
last 12 months have been critical in shaping what kind of Stansted we want in the future.  How much do we prize
our countryside set against the need for providing housing particularly affordable for our growing population?

The Council has not set its face against all development.  Where there has been significant community gain as in the
case of Elms Farm, Church Road we have supported it.  This development of 53 new units (40% affordable) which
was approved by the District Council gives 2.99 hectares of public open space, community allotments, new public
footpath routes, cycle paths and bridleways.  A legal agreement is being drawn up between the Council and the
landowners to protect Stansted Park from further commercial, industrial and residential development in the future.

We have however fought hard against developments which did not offer significant community gain and threatened
our countryside.  The council employed planning consultants to prepare a case against development at Bentfield
Green (Taylor Wimpey) and Walpole Farm (Bloor Homes).  The Taylor Wimpey application was refused by
Uttlesford’s Planning Committee despite officer recommendation for approval.  This decision was subject to appeal
which was held in public over three days in November.  The appeal was subsequently dismissed by the Planning In-
spectorate. The Council took the decision to join forces with Save Stansted Village and be a rule 6 party at the In-
quiry.  This meant along with Uttlesford and the applicant we would be a full participant    However, despite our
objections planning permission was given for Walpole Farm.  We are working with the developers over provision of
open spaces.

 A growing village inevitably means that our public services have to change.   We welcomed the fact that the health
centre had received planning permission.  However, this was in October 2012 and progress has been frustratingly
slow. The Council has been in constant contact with all the stakeholders.  It is our understanding that the business
plan prepared by the surgery has been approved by the NHS ‘subject to a number of financial details.’ We all hope
this will be resolved so that the developer can commence building work in April 2014.  The developer states that  “ a
pharmacy, a supermarket, a dentist, a coffee shop are likely to form the ground floor, but the floor plan has changed
a couple of dozen times based on interest, and what would work for the scheme and the village centre.”

Further improvements to Stansted’s infrastructure will be realised with the Crafton Green Project.   The existing li-
brary will be demolished and replaced with a larger building to accommodate an extended library, the Parish Coun-
cil offices.  In addition to an improved library service available six days a week, it will act as a one stop shop for
public services.  We are intending for work to commence this Spring ready for occupation in 2015. Our second
Christmas Fayre was held at the Lower Street car park and was very successful.  We have continued our close work-
ing relationship with Stansted Business Forum and have been very pleased that they are firmly established.

 The Parish Council has agreed a council tax for 2014/15.  At Band D this amounts to £66 per annum.  This compares
favourably to that of other larger councils such as Great Dunmow and Saffron Walden.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who contributes to the success of the Council.  My fellow parish councillors
devote a lot of time to serving our community. Our Parish Clerk Ruth Clifford, and her Assistants Anne Court and
Trevor Lloyd, can be relied upon to provide an efficient service.  Gerard Frogley is invaluable in keeping Stansted
clean and tidy, whilst our Handyman, Steve Sutton, looks after many of our maintenance problems.

         Cllr Geoffrey Sell
 February 2014
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Parkinson's UK  Contact: Kathy West Tel: 816293
Uttlesford Support Group Email:kewest@btinternet.com

Pilots (age 5-18)  Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

Rainbow Pre-School Gill Pursglove (Administrator)
   Tel: 814242/07966 506997
           Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

Rainbow Tots   Tina South
(age 1½-rising 3)  Tel: 814371

Rainbows  Sue Pollard Tel: 813734

Rotary Club  Peter Latham Tel: 507294
   Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

Royal British Legion John Segar Tel: 813289

Scouts   Mike Byrne
(age 10½ -14)  Tel: 812780

Shotokan Karate Ryu Donna Ring Tel: 731752
   Email: skr@skr.org.uk

Spangles   Tel: 812348
 Children’s Centre

Stansted Family Café Ros Page Tel: 810813
                Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com

Stansted Football Club Tom Williams Tel: 07921 403842

Stansted Hall and  David Brown Tel: 831011/07788
Elsenham Cricket Club 999663 Email: david.r.brown1
   @btinternet.com

Stansted Sparks Netball   Gemma Snelling Tel: 07894 944242
   Email: gemmasnelling@me.com

Stansted Supers  Olly Pocknell
Handball Club  Tel: 07875 391701

Tennis Club  Daphne Lunnon Tel: 817574
   Email: drlunnon@gmail.com

Thornbury   Marion or Shirley
Badminton Club  Tel: 869896 or 815871

U3A   Christine
   Chair Tel: 817587

Women’s Institute Judy Colliver
(Stansted)  President Tel: 812470

Women’s Institute Dorothy Wallace
(Ugley)                                   President Tel: 850215

Whoosh Explore  Helen and Peter Nash
 Canoe Club   Tel: 817453

Youth Centre  Linda Barnes
   Tel: 01371 873156/
   07920 466923
Note: This list will be updated as and when we learn of any
changes.  If you would like the details of your organisation
to be added please let us know.  (Contact details on page 1.)

Alzheimers Society Tel: 01371 872519

Air Training Corps Tel: 681559/661929
494 Squadron  Email: 494@aircadets.org

Beavers   David South
Age 6-8   Tel: 814371

Bowls Club  Doreen Scraggs
   Hon Secretary Tel: 815036
   Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

Brownies/Guides  Glynis Prothero
   District Administrator
                    Tel: 814145

CAB   Tel: 08444 775986

Corkers Netball  Lisa Menzella
                     Tel: 07827 988732

Cricket Club (adults) David Hedge Tel: 812509
        (juniors) Keith Ayres Tel: 814471

Cub Scouts  Roger Musgrove
Age 8-10½  Tel: 07736 616665/01799 543466

Day Centre  Tel: 815091

Explorer Scouts  Fintan Lambe
    Tel: 817937

Friends of St Mary's Audrey Rodgers
 Church   Tel: 812162

Garden Club  Maralyn Harris
   Chairman  Tel: 07919 478144

Grove Cottage  David Scott Tel: 656085

Helpline   Tel: 07704 553727

History Society  Peter Brown
   Chairman Tel: 812816

Huw Johnson Club Katharine Collis   Tel: 461270
    Email: kat_collis@hotmail.com

Inner Wheel Club  Shirley Fordyce, President
   Tel: 758289

Investigators  Ros Page Tel 810813
   Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com

Little Scrummers  Andrew Poyser Tel: 07738 591232

Millers (Windmill) Derek Honour Tel: 647213

Mountfitchet Club  John Robinson Tel: 812755

Music Club  Sonia Levy Tel: 815282
Email: info@musicatstansted.com

NCT   Anna Sedgbeer Tel: 812257

Neighbourhood Watch Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in ‘The Link’,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the details to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.  Details
must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
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J.D.W.
Gas heating Specialist

Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns

of  Central Heating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing

Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out
Gas Safe Registered

Ex. British Gas

Co nta ct Julia n
1 Ch urch  Hill Co rner

Tel 01279 816083
o r 07967 366585

Regular cleaning, maintenance
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment

Crystal Clear
Pond Services
Pond Cleaning &

Maintenance

 Pond Cleaning
 Pond Restoration
 Water Features
 Pond Supplies

For a clean and healthy
pond all year round.

Free estimates & quotes

01279 812011
07999 536580

www.crystalclearponds.co.uk
info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

NICK SHUTES
Painting and Decorating Ltd

High quality interior and
exterior redecoration

All woodwork repairs and replacements
including fascias, soffits and cladding

01799 542385
or 07885 778213

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

Anthony Freeman
Plumbing & Heating
From taps to bathroom installation

gas leaks to full central heating systems
Whatever your plumbing or heating problem –

we will solve it
Working locally since 2004

All work fully insured and guaranteed
Call & we will respond – fast!

01799 542920 or
07816 355483
Gas safe Reg. No. 536837

Do-It-4U
General Handyman

Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance

  Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
  Drain Blockages Cleared
  Gardens Tidied & Maintained
  Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
  Fences Erected & Repaired
  Gutters Cleaned,  Repaired  or  Replaced
  Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel  01279  814411    Mobile  07774  877320

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)

 Malcolm or Neil Bonney on
 01279 813315 or 815946

MOT Testing
Diesel &
Catalyst

D I AGNO S TI C  WO R K AVAI L AB L E

Guaranteed Workmanship

PLEASE RING

34 The Street, Manuden CM23 1DQ

Calor Gas
Stockist

 Free collection & delivery in local area

Familiar with
most makes of
vehicles including
four wheel drives

George Cooper
Chartered Physiotherapist

MCSP, SRP, HPC, MSC,
BSC  (HONS)

Tel:  01279 813253
Mob:  07972 375956
Email: info@gcphysiotherapy.co.uk
www.gcphysiotherapy.co.uk

27 Cambridge Road, Stansted
Free parking at rear

15 yrs experience in professional
football treating the following:

Neck pain, back pain, pelvic pain,
sciatica, tennis/golfers elbow,
shin splints, osgoods schlatters,
severs disease, sprains, strains,
tendinitis, arthritis, whiplash,
carpal tunnel syndrome,
repetitive strain

* Sports Rehab Gym *
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BIRCHANGER WOOD

News from Birchanger Wood ... Not from me but FROM
YOU ...! Please send me your photographs of Birchanger
Wood in March ... and other months if you like. Perhaps
have yours shown on the front of the Link!!

Are the wood anemones out yet? How
are the bluebells progressing - I could
see them beginning to come through in
early February.  Remember, those in
Birchanger Wood are English bluebells -
all the flower-heads are on the same
side, not on all sides

of the stem; and what about the golden
saxifrage which is flowering February to
March?  Which trees are starting to
shoot? What birds have you seen? Did
you see any squirrel drays (nests)?
These are just a matter of a bunch of
twigs in the top branches of a tree and
are best seen BEFORE the trees start to grow their new
leaves. Enjoy our lovely ancient Wood.

Daphne Wallace-Jarvis
Secretary Birchanger Wood Trust

Tel: 812259
Email: dwjjwj_44@yahoo.co.uk

 STANSTED SKATEPARK

It is now almost ten years since the skatepark in Lower
Street opened. For a village our size to raise the money
needed to fund the park was a fantastic effort from all
involved. Since it opened it is a facility that has been very
well used by youngsters. We have now reached the stage
where the park needs more money invested to maintain the
facility. The existing wooden equipment is showing its age
and requires more frequent maintenance to ensure it is safe
to use. This coincides with the prospect of the current site
being needed for additional car parking when the new
health centre is built so we are looking to relocate the
skatepark to an adjacent site.

Why a Skatepark is a Good Idea ...
Having a skatepark results in more respect from local users
and lessens risk of vandalism. The skating and BMX culture
is based on mutual respect; it is a way of life that can be
learnt early, and is proven to positively affect those who
take part. Skateparks nurture the potential for a more car-
ing community. Go down there and see for yourself! An
action group is being formed in order to drive the project
forward. There are a range of funding possibilities we will be
exploring, but many grant providers work on a like for like
formula so we will certainly need to use the traditional
fundraising methods of car washes, jumble sales etc which
we hope you will support. If you would like further informa-
tion or to get involved in any way please contact me.

 Trevor Lloyd
Tel: 813214

Email: trevor.lloyd@stansted.net.

BISHOP’S STORTFORD
BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION

This month I am writing about drones – the male of the bee
colony. In the autumn the drones are excluded from the hive
by the female worker bees as they have served their pur-
pose in summer - they take feeding in winter but don’t do
anything and so are an unnecessary evil. During this time,
one of my fascinations is to watch the entrance to the hive
as these drones are pushed out and end up as a little pile of
dead bees on the ground in front of the hive entrance. So as
the winter turns to spring, the queen needs to start laying
drone eggs, which are unique in that they have no father
and all their chromosomes are from the queen. A drone egg
takes 24 days to mature, being fed protein by nurse bees, by
which time he is mature and ventures outside the hive. In
spring you can see clusters of drones ‘hanging around’ out-
side the hive entrance. These develop into Drone Congrega-
tion Areas (known as DCAs) with other drones from other
colonies – a sort of ‘Boys’ Club’ - and in spring the queens fly
through these DCAs and the drones follow her like a comet
attracted by her pheromones. The queen will fly up to 3kms
to avoid entering her nearby DCA and mating with her own
offspring. The leading drone will mate, followed by many
others. Unfortunately, the drone is built for only one thing -
mating. He doesn’t make wax or honey, doesn’t work in the
colony, has no defensive sting, and has no memory. He is
just big and muscly, with large reproductive organs. Follow-
ing mating, the drone’s reproductive equipment breaks and
he falls away dead or dying (perhaps humans are a few mil-
lion years behind the bee in development and may have to
look forward to this phase of evolution!). Just remember
though, even though the drone dies after mating, his heri-
tage lives on as the queen only mates once in her life and
can live for five years producing millions of healthy female
worker bees.

John Dockerill
Email: training@stortfordbees.org.uk

         HATFIELD FOREST SNIPPETS

The Forest is turning into one giant puddle, and we have had
flooding on the approach roads.  The Forest has been closed
more often in the last four months than ever before, due to
gale force winds and flooding.  Closing is not a decision we
make lightly and is done when there is a genuine risk of fall-
ing branches or trees.  In spring we welcome a variety of
wildlife to the Forest and migrant birds return from their
winter jaunts.  Swallows nest in the Fisherman’s Shelter and
in the lobby of the toilet building.  Trees are beginning to
bud, and in the coppices, the dogs mercury which carpets
the woodland floor is coming out in tiny white flowers.  We
will open seven days a week from 24th March. Our cairn for
off-peak parking payments in the car park has been vandal-
ised, so is being replaced with a pay and display machine.
We will have a wooden summerhouse welcome hub in the
lake area, where you can get information, buy a trail guide,
or borrow an app or tracker pack.

Fiona Harrower
Visitor Experience Manager

Tel:  874043
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Exceptional standard of accommodation

ETB 4 Diamond Rating with Silver Award

All guest rooms have ensuite facilities

Free WiFi in all rooms

Open All Year

Iain & Selina Rankin
Chimneys

44 Lower Street, Stansted,
Essex   CM24 8LR

Tel: 01279 813388
Email:  info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk
Web:  www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

M A S T E R  B U I L D E R
New Builds & Alterations • Extensions

Loft Conversions • Kitchen & Bathroom Fits
Painting & Decorating • Landscaping

FREE PLANS with every agreed project

Fed up renewing your Felt Roofs?
Why not opt for a Rubber Roof System

• No Joins • No Leaks •
• 50 year Life Expectancy •

EDPM Approved Installer

For a FREE quotation please call
01279 816883 or 07576 753811

Email: fortunemasterbuilder@gmail.com

BISHOP’S STORTFORD
GUTTERING

Now based in Stansted

Repaired • Replaced • Re-jointed
Annual cleaning service Traditional & Vacuum
Fascias – Soffits – Cladding – Bargeboards

Fully Guaranteed – Free Quotation
Over 30 years experience

Freephone: 0800 335 7325
Tel: 01279 647593

Mob: 07855 308001
Email: lenbarker58@btinternet.com
6 Waterside  Stansted  CM24 8BH

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

 Extensions
 Kitchens
 Doors & Locks
 Windows
 Bespoke joinery
 Summer Houses
 Decking
 Soundproofing

Fully Insured and
Guaranteed

Nick Whitaker
Tel: 01279 813690

Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@googlemail.com

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

Windows, B i-F o lding Do o r s, R o o fl ine
& Conserva to r ies

Th e E sta blish ed L o ca l Com pany Y ou Can Trust

R igh t P r ice, F ir st T im e

F ree P h one:

R ich a rd S to ckbr idge:
L i ttle Ha llingbury:

R ich a rd B anks:
S awbr idgewo r th :

Fitted Furniture Specialist

Tel: 01279 815700
info@edhowleyfbd.co.uk

3A Parsonage Farm, Foresthall Rd, Stansted, Essex, CM24 8TY

Est 1990

Online showroom
www.edhowleyfbd.co.uk

Furniture as individual
as you are!{  }

Bedrooms Studies Media Units Bookcases etc.. .

Also DIY and Trade supplies
& Cutting and machining services available

G J Cox

Tel: Marie 01279 850495

The Wood Yard, Old Mead Rd
Henham CM22 6JG

Farm & Forestry

Tree Surgery
Landscaping

New Lawns Laid

 Locally Grown Turf
 Top Soil
 Garden Mulch
 Seasoned Logs
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LAST MONTH IN THE NEWS ...
Unprecedented rainfall resulted in Elsenham being cut off
and shops in Lower Street being flooded. Essex Weather
Centre meteorologist Tom Defty said that Stansted resi-
dents had experienced their wettest January since 1910.

Photo by Olly Pocknell

Eight-year-old Connor Kemp, from Stansted, fought his way
to a bronze medal at the English National Karate Champion-
ships in Sheffield.  Stansted author Kate Johnson released
her latest novel Impossible Things, published by women’s
fiction specialist Choc Lit.  Neil Newling of Meredith Court,
Stansted was jailed for seven years for a string of burglaries
in Stansted and Saffron Walden last year.  Separately, 300
items of property believed stolen in a spate of Uttlesford
burglaries over Christmas, were recovered when police in
Kent questioned two men waiting to catch a cross-Channel
ferry at Dover on 29th December.  Train operator Greater
Anglia has upgraded the ticket office window at Stansted
Mountfitchet railway station to include a new ‘Speakeasy’
window.   Some food outlets in Stansted – an Indian restau-
rant, a kebab shop and a bar – have been asked to make
‘major improvements’ to their hygiene standards by food
safety inspectors.

Source: Herts and Essex Observer

ST NICHOLAS PRE-SCHOOL
As part of our commitment to providing affordable, quality
care to children in the community, the school is opening a
pre-school for 3 and 4 year olds in September. The
Pre-school will be open term time only, with full and part-
time places, subject to availability. Morning and afternoon
sessions will be offered separately, plus breakfast club from
7.30am and after-school club until 6.00pm. Parents will be
entitled to the Government Early Years Entitlement funding
from the term after the child's third birthday. According to
independent school inspectors, pupils at St Nicholas School,
in Old Harlow are “extremely well educated, ... extremely
articulate, ... have highly positive attitudes to their work ...
and ... achieve high standards in many areas”.

Julie Bradley
Headmaster's PA

Tel: 429910

www.stopstanstedexpansion.com

We have made a detailed submission to the Department for
Transport calling for action to end the scourge of noisy night
flights, in response to a proposal that Stansted should con-
tinue to be allowed 12,000 flights a year between 11.30pm
and 6.00am (more than twice as many as are permitted at
Heathrow).  The 12,000 cap was set in 2006 when Stansted
was still expanding rapidly and a second runway was antici-
pated.  However, today Stansted is handling 30% less traffic
than it was in 2006 and plans for a second runway were can-
celled in 2010.  As a result, we are pressing for the limit to
be reduced to 7,500 night flights from October 2014 and
then further reduced by 500 flights each year until night
flights are totally phased out.  The recent announcement by
British Airways that it is pulling the plug on its cargo opera-
tions at Stansted means that reducing the number of per-
mitted night flights should now be easily achievable.

Those living under flight paths and in the vicinity of
Stansted, a rural location where background noise levels are
generally very low, should have the right to an uninter-
rupted night's sleep, ie a full eight hours and not just the 6½
hours covered by the current restrictions on night flights.
We are also calling for an immediate ban on aircraft using
reverse thrust at night except in emergencies.  For years the
Government has been promising that it will bear down on
aircraft noise at night.  However, night flights at Stansted
are still increasing, not decreasing.  It's time to reverse that
trend and set a firm timetable for phasing out night flights
altogether.

Martin Peachey
Tel:  870374   Mobile:  07803 603999

Email: martin@peachey2002.freeserve.co.uk

MISCHIEVOUS MARCH

March is quite a mischievous month
Creeps up behind making us jump
What happened to Jan and to Feb?

Flashed by as fast as a sprinter called ‘Seb’

Special celebration days to come
Saints David, Patrick - and, of course, mum
Whatever the weather rain, sun or snow

March is so unpredictable you know

She can arrive with a squelch or a howl
Or soft covering of snow – equally foul
But there’s one absolutely sure thing

March is the official start of Spring

On the thirtieth clocks go forward an hour
And days become longer - less dour

The sun will shine if we’re lucky enough
March is such a mischievous month

Loki
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 multiroom audio systems
 home cinema
 surround sound installation
 home networking solutions
 digital TV and satellite

01279 647227
www.stortfordaudio.co.uk

Stortford Audio
multiroom audio visual installations

STANSTED  MOUNTFITCHET
SOCIAL CLUB

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Why wait? Apply now!
Membership forms from the club in Lower Street

Tel 01279 812992

  DRINKS AT LOW PRICES

 Children’s Room
 Dropdown TV
 3 Full Size Snooker Tables
 Darts and Pool
 Gaming machines
 Jukebox & Live Entertainment
 Raffles and Bingo

Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere

Essex’s Premier 9 Hole Golf Course
 3 Hole Beginners’ Academy Course
 Family Orientated Teaching Academy
 Excellent Heated Floodlit Driving Range
 Newly Refurbished Café Bar & Lounge Area
 Fully Equipped Gym & Fitness Classes
 Children’s Golf Parties
New Function Room for Weddings,

Parties and Society Days

Tel: 01279 812865
info@elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
www.elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk

Dog Walking & Domestic Pet Care

Prices, Services & References available online at: www.debsdogs.co.uk

Call me for a chat

Deborah Hibbert

M: 07842 125503  H: 01279 647309

Sleep Overs

Home Visits / Vet Visits
General Everyday Care From Someone Local You Can Trust!

~ I CAN SOLVE YOUR PET CARE PROBLEMS ~
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FILM REVIEW - All is Lost
Robert Redford plays a man (we don’t know his name – it
doesn’t matter), sailing his boat in the Straits of Sumatra.
The absence of speech from this film - apart from a voice-
over and distress call – rapidly becomes insignificant, as the
viewer is propelled into the very business of his survival. His
boat initially collides with a stricken shipping container,
abandoned and partly submerged; the resulting gash pre-
senting the least of the problems he is yet to encounter.
What strikes us quickly is his resourcefulness – clearly an
experienced and very able seaman – and that he is unflapp-
able; the problems that would be a source of immense
stress and panic for the average being are dealt with in a
calm and methodical manner. We assume his journey has
been blessed with the idyll of clear skies and calm until the

foreboding of distant
thunder and a resonant
funereal bell tolling
faintly in the back-
ground have us shifting
uncomfortably in our
seats. What follow are
two storms; the first of

which sees his boat capsizing – and righting itself – twice,
but taking on too much water to be seaworthy for much
longer. Our guy sets up his life raft and salvages as much
food (cans) and collects water to take with him. Of course,
the water canister has a damaged seal and it’s sea water
he’s rescued (from the part- submerged boat).  His scientific
instinct makes for compelling viewing; his self-taught celes-
tial navigation and the contraption he  devises for retrieving
water are some of the intricacies we get caught up in. Two
cargo ships sail right past him and, like the tension created
by adversity, we are on the seat-edge wishing him to be
seen. There are but a handful of actors who could maintain
screen presence as consistently as Redford does throughout
a film such as this.

Anna Nolan

CANTATE 20TH BIRTHDAY

Cantate’s 20th Birthday Concert is on Sunday 30th March at
6.30pm in the stunning Saffron Hall, when Cantate Senior,
Youth and Training Choirs join forces with past members’
choir and Amici Cantate.  Singers aged 7 to 77 will be on
stage together to celebrate Cantate through the years.
Tickets: adult £12, concession £10, under 18 £5 from 01376
321916, email: tickets@cantate.co.uk or
www.cantate.co.uk.

UTTLESFORD DISTRICT
COMMUNITY FORUMS

South: Tuesday 11th March 7.30pm-8.30pm at Helena
Romanes School, Dunmow
North: Thursday 13th March 7.30pm-8.30pm at Uttlesford
District Council Offices, Saffron Walden

Sue Hayden
Community Development Officer

Tel: 01799 510563

OUR HEALTH CENTRE

The History: In 2008 a group of villagers organised a petition
to establish if the community supported a central village site
for our Health Centre, and over 1100 people supported this
objective. Sites were investigated by NHS and rejected.
Pelham Structures proposed in 2010 to locate the Health
Centre on the Castle Lotus Garage site, which satisfied all
the location requirements and planning was approved late
2012.  Since then the site owner’s team, NHS PCT then NHS
West Essex CCG and NHS England Essex, have been locked in
negotiations, firstly to design the detailed needs of NHS
Primary Care, Community Care and Dentist. All is agreed and
financial negotiations continue.

On 30th January this year, NHS West Essex CCG held its pub-
lic Board meeting where the plans were expected to be
approved (see Health Centre Progress below).  Recent dis-
cussions with the site owner’s advisor, have confirmed that
they continue to negotiate with NHS England but can only
go so far, and they are losing heart. It also has to be said
that the lease on Redlands expires December of this year.
The next NHS West Essex CCG Board meeting will be held on
27th March, all can attend. Watch this space!

Ray Woodcock

HEALTH CENTRE PROGRESS

The board of the West Essex Clinical Commissioning Group
(CCG) met on 30th January. This is the NHS body which
oversees health service provision by our local doctors and
hospitals. I attended as a spectator as they were dealing
with the approval of Stansted’s long-awaited primary care
Health Centre.  The CCG said it is “firmly behind” the Lower
Street project. Unfortunately they don’t hold the purse
strings. The final decision rests with another bureaucracy
called NHS England. They were meeting in Chelmsford on
the same day to decide whether to finance the scheme to
the tune of £3.9m over a 21-year lease period. The
proposed initial annual lease charge from the developer of
the multi-purpose premises (there are also shops and
apartments) is £233,349. NHS England did not reach the
hoped-for decision to proceed. It seems that the District
Valuer, who advises Councils, the NHS and other bodies
funded by the taxpayer, considers the developer’s proposed
rent is too high. The NHS is being asked to pay a 'town
centre' rent, which is higher than the rent would be on the
edge of a town or village. I have been told that further
negotiations and work on the NHS’s business case will be
carried out during February with the aim of reaching an
agreement and giving the go-ahead by the end of the
month. This further delay is naturally disappointing. As
residents, we want our new medical facilities. As taxpayers,
we want our taxes spent wisely. Let’s hope the difference
can be bridged by the time the Link drops through letter
boxes!

Cllr Alan Dean
Tel: 813579  Mob:  07710 105824
Email: cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk

Web-blog: http://alandean.mycouncillor.org.uk/



GILLSON CARPENTRY & JOINERY
 First & second fix carpentry
 Site & bench joinery
 Extensions & building projects
 Kitchens
 Wooden flooring
 Decking design & construction
 No job too big or too small

Office    01279 812101
Mobile  07525 061661

Email:  gillsoncarpentry@btinternet.com
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Mobile:    07900 931 910
Workshop: 01279 647 878

Still Manufacturing &
Remodelling

Bespoke Jewellery
Old Gold Bought for Cash

JOHN             WILSON

ANTIQUES RESTORATION
over 30 years experience

All Repairs, Inc. Modern, Polishing
Fully Insured, Free Estimates, No V.A.T.

Tel: 01920 821973
e.mail: peter.worby@tesco.net

www.peterworby.co.uk

Village Antique Clock Repair
&

Sympathetic Restoration Services
NAWCC and AHS member since 1975

Knives & Tools Sharpened  •  Quality Clocks Bought & Sold

 G. Cox     Tel  07595 180 138

gcoxuk@gmail.com

Herts & Essex Window Doctor
Friendly Family-Run Business

 All Windows and Doors
 Locks, Hinges & Handles
 Glasses

Call Nigel on 816324 or 07769 274610
Email: nijillpark@aol.com

Repairs to Double Glazing

Airport Transfers
Theatre Nights

Restaurants
Ring 07973 635143

Peter Isherwood

pete.isherwood@idrivercars.co.uk

Heathrow, Gatwick, City
& Luton Airports

Friendly & Reliable Service
Executive Cars at competitive rates

Tel: 01279 870231
Mob: 07760 754935

or 07802 734518

AIRPORTS – STATIONS – WEDDINGS – PARCEL SERVICE
ANY DISTANCE – ANY TIME

E-mail: j.and.r.cars@btinternet.com

Alan Smith 01279 279 012
50 Sunnyside  07771 881 042
Stansted sdsinstallations@hotmail.com
Essex CM24 8AX  www.sdsinstallations.com

SDS INSTALLATIONS LTD
Aerial and Satellite Services

Foreign Satellite Systems - CCTV -  Extra TV Points
Sky Link Ups - Phone Points - Home Signal Distribution

Wall Mounted Plasma / LCD Screens
Cables Supplied and Hidden

LOCAL  GLAZIERS
With over  35 years  in the  glazing industry

Broken windows & doors replaced same day
Hinges & handles fitted
Catflaps fitted
Made to measure splashbacks & mirrors
Roof panes & conservatory panes  replaced
And much more...

01279 739131
w: www.aaranglass.co.uk   e: info@aaranglass.co.uk

FAMILY NEWS (LONDIS)
13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

Foreign Language Newspapers and Magazines
(Irish, Spanish, Polish, German, Italian etc) also available

Wide variety of greeting cards, sweets, drinks & confectionary
We deliver 7 days a week

OPEN: Mon - Sat 5.30am - 5.30pm; Sun 5.30am - 1.30pm
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MANUDEN GUIDES
Just as we are beginning to think about Spring, I thought I
would tell you about Manuden Guides’ visit to Winter
Wonderland at Hyde Park in London in December! Ice-
skating at one of the open-air rinks in London over
Christmas has been a tradition with us for many years,
and this time we thought we would try a new venue - the
best one yet! Everything was incredibly well-organised
and the setting was magical, with a bandstand in the
centre with a Christmas tree, lots of lights and live music,
and it was surrounded by stalls, fairground rides and trees
full of lights.

One of the guides, Yasmine Birnie, had a Jack Petchey
award and had chosen to use the money towards this
visit. So we were also able to go to the Ice Kingdom- a
castle and sculptures all formed from ice - which was
VERY cold! Even so, some chose to go down a slide made
of ice or try out the ice stocks.  There was also time for a
ride, a look round the Christmas markets stalls and sam-
ple some of the range of foods on offer before braving
the crowds to head home.

Glynis Prothero
Tel: 814145

Rain has been the main topic of conversation at the Club
over the last month. Matches have been postponed and
Club sessions and coaching cancelled. We are all hoping
that March will bring more favourable conditions!

Ladies' Night
Monday 10th March from 7.00pm. Lady members wel-
come.
Club sessions
Sunday mornings, Wednesday mornings and evenings and
Friday mornings. All welcome to come along and join in.
Junior coaching
Lessons restart in the Spring. Please contact me.
Tennis balls
£1 for a tube of four from Jan Hollis at 105 Cambridge
Road.
Contacts
Felicity Shakespeare (Secretary) 831771, Daphne Lunnon
(Chairman) 817574. For more about Stansted Tennis Club,
please visit the website at www.stanstedtennisclub.co.uk.

Chris Hollis
Tel: 319155

MOUNTFITCHET
GARDEN CLUB

Our February meeting welcomed Thady Barrett of Writtle
College, who spoke about 'Pests and Diseases in the Garden'.
Using slides, members were shown how to recognise signs of
infestation, what insect/animal/disease had caused the
plant’s demise and how to take corrective action.   Not all
insects are pests; many of them, such as ladybirds, hover
flies etc devour vast quantities of pests such as aphids, and
should be encouraged.  Slides showing the larvae of these
‘friendly’ insects were particularly useful as the ‘youngsters’
do not resemble their ‘parents’ at all.  A good reference book
called Pests, Diseases & Disorders of Garden Plants (Collins)
by Stefan Buczacki, Keith Harris and Brian Hargreaves was
recommended. Making a bug hotel for the insects to hiber-
nate in in winter is a good method of encouraging nature’s
helpers into your garden.
Green Bowl – Members’ Photographic Competition
The subject was 'Through the Archway' and first place was
awarded to Ewelina Chmiel – many congratulations.   Run-
ners up were Pam Monks and David Harrison.

Our next meeting is 7.30pm for 8.00pm on Wednesday 5th

March at the Day Centre: '365 Days in the Life of a Bulb' by
Paul Harrison.   Refreshments are served before the meeting.
Visitors are always welcome; £2.50 entry.

Maralyn Harris
Chairman

Tel: 07919 478144

UGLEY
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

Our January meeting saw the very welcome return of  the
popular sports journalist Sue Mott, her subject being the
2012 Paralympics Olympics and in particular one star,
Martine Wright, whose life was changed for ever on 7th

July 2005 when she became one of the victims of the
London bomb outrage. Fate decreed that she would be a
passenger on a tube train that was targeted by the
bomber; in fact, he was in the carriage that she had man-
aged to find a seat in on that busy morning.  Tragically she
lost both legs, but Sue explained how Martine's indomitable
spirit carried her through this life changing tragedy, telling
us of her remarkable  recovery and her Paralympic success
in volleyball. Sue is helping her to write her autobio-
graphy, and a film recounting her life story is due to be
released in 2015. James Cracknell, the gold medal win-
ning rower, was the next sporting personality to be intro-
duced to us, and Sue entertained us with anecdotes of
his 'post retirement' activities including rowing across the
Atlantic with Ben Fogle, walking  to the South Pole and
cycling across America! Sue rounded off an inspiring
afternoon by presenting us with a delicious cake which
she'd baked that morning! Other highlights on the hori-
zon include a celebration of England in April, a talk on
the work of an Essex children's hospice in June, and a
presentation on the work of a horse sanctuary in July. If
this sounds like your cup of tea why not come and join
us? We meet in Ugley Village Hall on the  3rd Wednesday
of the month at 2.15pm; you would be most welcome!

Andrea Fitt
Tel: 815922

Stansted Tennis ClubStansted Tennis Club
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Brown’s Painting & Decorating

All sized jobs considered
 Please call Simon for a quote

 01279 813075 or 07813 086763
simon@simonbrown8.orangehome.co.uk

Stansted based

Lesley Anne
Interior & Exterior

 From one room to complete house
 Competitive rates and references
 Free Estimates & Advice

Tel: 01279 817055 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

 Pain Decora

mwr interiors

Tel: Matthew  07941 293365      Stansted 01279 899846

Specialists in Painting and Decorating

High Quality Painting Service

We offer basic painting and decorating through to
specialist finishes, furniture painting and colour mixing.
We also have a large portfolio of heritage work
sympathetic to older buildings.

Fully Qualified, 20 years experience

DAVID DUNCAN DECORATING SERVICES

 All aspects of Decorating
 Interior & Exterior
 All types of Paperhanging

 Please tel:  07956 563 943
Email: duncan_dj@hotmail.com

All work guaranteed to a high standard
Public Liability Insurance
Over 30 years’ experience

T. F. PLASTERING

 Re-skimming
 Coving
 Rendering
 Pebble Dashing
 Floor Screeding

Over 15 yrs experience. High standard of work. Fully insured.
For a free estimate call Terry

Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036

All aspects undertaken including:
Perfect Plastering

Services
 All Aspects Undertaken
 Clean, Reliable Service
 Free Estimates

 Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 814089 Mob 07793 887198

mfreemanperfectplastering@gmail.com

Professional Painting
And Decorating Services
With many years
Experience.

Our services cover:

 Internal Decorating   External Painting
 Slate & tile sealing + maintenance
 References available
 Wood floor lacquering
 Free detailed quotations available

 Call... Office: 01279 817282
Andy Richardson  Mobile: 07980 439924

email: adadecorating@googlemail.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Member of the Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps.

Fully insured.
Have your chimney or solid fuel burning stove swept to

ensure it remains safe and efficient to use.
By using the latest equipment I will provide you with an
efficient and professional service, leaving you free to use

and enjoy your fire this winter and beyond.
Call Bob Gliddon on 07552 238536

to make an appointment

Bad design or even average design 
may do more to damage your 
business than you think!

BUSINESS CARDS 
LETTERHEADS 

COMPLIMENT SLIPS
NCR SETS/PADS

  LEAFLETS
BROCHURES

BOOKLETS
MAGAZINES

SHORT-RUN BOOKS
CHRISTMAS CARDS

RAFFLE TICKETS 
CALENDARS

POP-UP BANNERS 
AND MUCH MORE...

Good designsells...fact!

01279 657769
printing@copyzone.co.uk
www.copyzone.co.uk
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
POPPY APPEAL

4th August 2014 marks the Centenary of the outbreak of the
First World War, and 5th June this year is the 70th Anniver-
sary of the D Day Landings in France.  Whilst the past is
always honoured and remembered and the Legion always
assists anyone in need from these earlier conflicts, it is
deeply involved with more recent ones.  The Help the
Heroes campaign has built up some wonderful facilities for
helping injured servicemen and women, and the British
Legion has pledged to maintain these facilities over the
many years to come.  But the Legion provides much more.
As was publicised in the Saffron Walden Reporter on 30th

January, Sam Jack, after returning from Afghanistan, hailed
the ‘life changing’ support given to wounded servicemen
and their families.  He also spoke of the brilliant work of the
Legion and its ‘shoulder to shoulder’ campaign and praised
the volunteers.  To Sam Jack - thank you for your kind
remarks.  This is where donations to the Poppy Appeal go.

Help Wanted
All the Appeal organisers and collectors over the fortnight
running up to Remembrance Sunday are volunteers.  Having
been assistant organiser for the Poppy Appeal since 1986,
the district organiser since 1991 and a collector prior to that
I must now reduce my involvement.  Ideally I would like
someone to ‘understudy’ me this year with a view to taking
over in 2015 with my full support throughout.  No service
background is necessary, just an interest in the charity.  It is
not onerous but requires time and organisation particularly
in October and November.  Sarah Murdoch is the Stansted
co-ordinator and doing a wonderful job, but in order to
expand the Appeal to cover Foresthall Park, almost a village
in itself, we will need someone else to help, otherwise the
poppies may not be available in this area.  I will be delighted
to talk to anyone who may be interested in either of these
‘vacancies’ and wants to know more. Please call.

John L Segar
Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser

Tel: 813289

MANUDEN SINGERS

At 7.30pm on Sunday 6th April in St Mary’s Church we are
performing Mozart’s Requiem. Tickets £10 (£5 students)
from 812157 or on the door. Proceeds to the Bishop's
Stortford Food Bank to help with storage and distribution.

Teresa Priest
Tel: 647050

BIG BREW

To celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight, there will be a ‘Big Brew’ in
the Free Church Foyer on Tuesday 4th March 10.30am-
12.30pm. Coffee, tea and cakes plus fairtrade food, cards,
jewellery and other items on sale.  Entry free, donations
welcome. See you there - come and browse!

Brenda Veitch
Tel: 815819

This winter the ground has been sodden underfoot for
weeks and it could well stay that way for weeks to come. I
took advantage of a sunny afternoon in early February to
venture out into our local countryside to see how nature
was coping. Some parts of the Stansted area sit on thick
belts of clay and other parts are on gravel beds. In the clay
areas the hollows in the fields were converted to ponds and
even lakes, and the water running off was flooding the
ditches. By contrast, in the stony areas some ditches were
almost dry and presumably the water had drained straight
through into the underlying chalk. Away from the regularly
used dog-walking circuits close to the village, the field paths
and bridleways were sopping wet but far less muddy than I
expected, probably because there had been very little
pedestrian or horse traffic due to the weeks of bad weather.
Badgers do not like the chilly wet and prefer to stay cosy
underground and there were only a few tracks at the
entrances to their setts. The sows would have built up large
reserves of fat in the autumn to see them through times like
this and their cubs will be born about now. There were fal-
low deer tracks in several places. They like to keep to paths
when travelling about because, just like you and I, if they
walk over cultivated fields great clods of clay build up on
their hooves. One sometimes sees these lumps of mud
deposited where a herd has crossed a road.

Hares were easy to spot in the fields at this time of the year
and they appeared to be quite happy, looking forward to
their March activities. Not so fortunate were some very
young moles which have been found dead on the surface.
They were probably flooded out and forced to the surface
where they were too young to survive. It is very early for
moles to produce their young, but in spite of the wet and
windy weather, it has been a relatively mild winter and
some things are well advanced for the time of year. Some
plants seem to enjoy the conditions and in the woods blue-
bells and wild daffodils are shooting well and it looks as if
there will be a good display this spring. I noticed that even
the early purple orchids were showing a good growth of

spotted leaves. Another
thing which struck me
was that the number of
trees snapped off in the
gales was far greater
than the number uproot-
ed. Maybe this is be-
cause more of our trees
are afflicted with various
diseases, or maybe the
recent dry years have
encouraged a much big-
ger root base. There are
a few flowers about but
the most colourful plant
which I came across was
the black bryony with its

mass of poisonous red berries seen in the photograph.

Felix
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STANSTED GAS SERVICES
07956 855328  01279 817581

STEVE KING

Servicing, Breakdown and Repair to
Gas Central Heating and appliances.

Installation of Bathrooms and Showers
Gas Safe Registered. Ex - British Gas

JONES & CO

Plumbing and Heating Engineers
Installation and Maintenance

Boiler and Cylinder Replacements
Bathrooms ~ Gas and Oil Services

Please contact David Jones
Tel 01279 815877 Mobile 07860 213760

Email djonesco@talktalk.net

.

Stansted Electric
From fitting a light ……  to a complete rewire

Partial or Full Domestic Electrical Inspections.
Replacement Fuse Boxes. Handyman Services.
Cookers, Hobs, Ovens and Showers installed.

For a Free Estimate
Phone Jim on 07921 908214

Telephone: 01279 816399
Email: enquiries@stanstedelectric.co.uk

heating and plumbing engineer

www.ks-group.org   Email: info@ks-group.org
Mob: 07810 876951  Tel: 01279 817011

KS Group Services include:
Boiler Service/Installation ~ Landlord Certificates

Plumbing ~ Bathrooms ~ Gas Appliance Servicing
Saniflo Installation ~ Power Flushing

Leaks ~ Bursts ~ Blockages

537856
REGISTER

NEWMAN’S

Plumbing • Heating • Electrical

Tel/Fax: 01279 814437    Mobile: 07831 233681

Kitchens • Cloakrooms • Bathrooms • Showers

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS Est 1984

All Electrical Installations
Electrical Inspection, Testing & Certification

of fixed wiring & portable appliances
NICEIC APPROVED.  ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
Tel: 01279 771510 or 01279 652588
info@alburyelectricalservices.co.uk
www.alburyelectricalservices.co.uk

ALBURY ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Plumbing & Heating

in partnership with

Local, reliable and friendly plumbing firm
Phillip Knight  07985 640650
Luke Johnson  07845 315953

www.ljohnsonplumbing.com

Carpet Fitter

Ken Cabourn
Tel: 01279 815122
Mob: 07799 146181

Carpets & Soft Flooring

For a quotation please call
EST. 1969

CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CURTAINS
CURTAIN FABRICS

ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN BLINDS
FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE

Call Peter on 01279-812019
E-mail: peter@stanstedcarpets.com

www.stanstedcarpets.com
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GUESS WHO I AM
I was born in Jarrow-on-Tyne and moved to Bristol where
my father’s job as a lay missioner took us when I was four
years old.  The local infant school was a short walk from
home, but on the outbreak of war all four year-olds were
sent home to await their fifth birthdays.  Junior school was a
tuppence (in old money) bus ride away in a district called
Totterdown.  My friends and I often ‘tottered’ to and from
school having spent our bus fare on liquorice root, aniseed
balls or lemonade crystals.  On leaving grammar school I
went to Hockerill Training College in Bishop’s Stortford
where I met, and eventually married a ‘local yokel’ (as we
college girls called them!).

My first job was back in Bristol at an infant school on a slum
clearance estate.  Only six years old, this ‘show’ school had
every conceivable piece of equipment needed.  Each of the
six classes (family grouped) had its own different reading
scheme, with yet another different scheme for testing.  I
soon learnt why the two tastefully decorated cloakrooms
each contained a beautiful sunken bath.  Some of the chil-
dren were so filthy we had to bath them before we could
teach them – and the jumble sales were indescribably
awful!  Two quite different schools in other parts of the city
followed before I came to Stansted as a newly-wed and
joined the staff of St Mary’s Primary School.

Now fifty-six years on, with two grown up sons and four
grandchildren I still take an active interest in village life.  I’m
a Helpline volunteer, retired Day Centre volunteer and a
keen flower arranger with no intention of moving from
Stansted.

Claim To Fame: I am a founder member of the Stansted
Evening WI.  Guess who I am?

Saturday 15th March 7.30pm Saffron Hall, Saffron Walden
Saffron Walden Choral Society return to the world-class
Saffron Hall with a concert of sparkling Baroque music.
Accompanied by the Chameleon Arts Orchestra and con-
ducted by Janet Wheeler, the choir will perform Bach’s
Magnificat and Handel’s Dixit Dominus, both of which use a
five-part choir with two soprano parts, and feature virtuosic
writing for all the performers. They encompass highly dra-
matic music alongside more lyrical sections. Soloists include
Helen-Jane Howells, Carris Jones (mezzo-soprano), James
Atherton (tenor) and Samuel Evans (bass). Between the two
choral pieces, Chameleon will perform Bach’s Brandenburg
Concerto No 3, in which nine solo string players set up thrill-
ing instrumental counterpoint.  The exceptional acoustic of
Saffron Hall is ideal giving great clarity to the interweaving
of parts and the contrasts in this music. Tickets: adults £16
and £20, seniors £18, full time students £10, under 18s £2
from Saffron Walden Tourist Office 01799 524002, or
www.saffronhall.com and on the door (subject to avail-
ability).

JAM JARS

A big thank you to the kind people who donated their empty
jam jars.  Having just made a large amount of marmalade, I
am still happy to receive jars of 1lb size or less (not coffee or
pickle jars) in readiness for the jam-making season.

Sandra Ayres
49 St John’s Road

Tel: 814471

WALPOLE FARM DEVELOPMENT

160 New Homes, Industrial Units, Pre-School
Issues: This development will generate additional traffic
movements, many of which will channel into and through
Stansted village. The two existing main routes from Walpole
Farm into the village are via Chapel Hill and High Lane whilst
Cambridge Road will provide the main north/south route
to/from 'Outer Essex'.  Stansted village has a lot of local
amenities but limited parking. A brief examination of Chapel
Hill shows it to be unsatisfactory even for current usage;
Cambridge Road and High Lane are the likely preferred
routes to local shops, amenities, the Airport, services, and
the M11! The Cambridge Road footpath is currently unsafe
for pedestrians, since access to this footpath entails crossing
the Cambridge Road (the B1383). The pavement itself along
the Cambridge Road is inadequately wide. It is just possible
to get a buggy along, but to try and walk past that
person/buggy is dangerous (speed limit 50mph) and, at Five
Acres the footpath is only four inches from the heavy traffic.
There is no public lighting and to reach it from public foot-
path No 12 from Walpole Farm there is no dedicated cross-
ing of the Cambridge Road. The alternative, High Lane
(B1351) has no footpath from the Cambridge Road, nor pub-
lic lighting, and is currently unsafe for pedestrians because
from the Catholic church to the Cambridge Road there is a
blind 'bump' in the road, no crossing point on the
Cambridge Road, and no restricted speed limit.
Recommendations:
High Lane to be provided with a footpath to the Cambridge
Road, Cambridge Road to have the existing footpath wid-
ened and a road crossing off the Cambridge Road and pro-
vide both roads with public lighting.  In addition, the field
path opposite Birchalls (High Lane) to be designated a public
footpath, or 'concessionary path', the Ugley Brook culverted
where it meets footpath No 17 to provide a safe circular off-
road path for runners and walkers from the Walpole Farm
footpath No 12 across Cambridge Road, along High Lane
down the existing field path, across into Alsa Street and
back down to the Cambridge Road to Walpole Farm.
Finance: From the developers of Walpole Farm or maybe
from the Parish Community Fund?  For the full report as
submitted to Stansted Parish Council please contact me.

                                                     Daphne Wallace-Jarvis
   Email: dwjjwj_44@yahoo.co.uk

GUESS WHO I AM ANSWER

Margaret Chastney
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A.C.WRIGHT
B U I L D I N G  C O N T R A C T O R S

Orchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 8LB
Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

M. 07540 145413   t. 01279 814097
e. mark@uniqueconstructionlimited.co.uk

• Complete Building Services • Reactive Maintenance • Build Project Works
• Painting & Decorating • M&E Services • Bespoke Projects  • Carpentry Services

www.uniqueconstructionlimited.co.uk

UNIQUE CONSTRUCTION

LIMITED

30 years experience in the building trade

Call Steve Lambert for a reliable & local service

Qualified & Insured    No job too small

01279 814716          07712619508

srlambert41@googlemail.com

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

www.lambertbuildingservices.co.uk

WOODSIDE BUILDERS LTD

K.A.HOWARD

Extensions ~ Refurbs
All Building Work Undertaken

S.E.PURSE

Tel: Keith 07709 313147 or Steve 0771 617208

Bishop’s Stortford  01279 654555
Edmonton  0208 807 3712

Tel 01279 812792

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

8 Mill Close, Elsenham

 All Aspects of Drainage Work
 No Call Out fee
 24hr Emergency Service
 Senior Citizen Discounts
 All Work Guaranteed

Call Free: 0800 955 2111   Mobile: 07956 843 289
Email: info@rodingsdrainage.com

www.rodingsdrainage.com

CLIFFORD BUILDING
SERVICES

 Honest and Reliable

 Over 30 years’ Experience

All Building Work Undertaken

Call Tom on 07526 824777

CALL 0776 4949189

New builds, extensions
conversions, kitchens

bathrooms, summer houses
outbuildings, patios, decking

and driveways

Est. 2001

Intruder, Access, C.C.T.V
& Fire Alarm Systems

Local family business Est. 1984
All intruder systems guaranteed for two years

Call Grant on 07775 673273

Telephone: 01279 494 596
Email: dcalarmsystems76@gmail.com

Welding & Fabrication of Gates, Railings and
other Metalwork for Domestic & Industrial Purposes

Unit 2A Wrights Yard, Top Road,
Wimbish Green, Nr Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2XJ

Telephone: 07968 168 434
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OUR ROAD

Park Road is a turning off Church Road and is named after
the park opposite belonging to Stansted Hall. The land here
on the western side belonged to the Fuller-Maitland family,
and was part of the Stansted Hall Estate. In the early 20th

century Jonathan George Little, a local builder and Clerk of
Works at Stansted Hall, acquired land on the northern side
of Park Road (then known as New Road) and in 1904 and
1909 built three pairs of 'villas' (making up six semi-
detached houses) to provide an income for his son Herbert’s
six children, two sons and four daughters. The houses have
south facing bay windows, cellars and large gardens at the
back sloping down towards the railway. A distinctive red
brick was used, imprinted with SHE in the well of the brick
(denoting Stansted Hall Estate which had its own brick-
works). No trade, manufacture or business of any kind was
allowed in these properties except that of solicitor, surgeon,
physician, dressmaker or lodging housekeeper. In 1931
Herbert Little built himself a detached house with a large
garden (known as Montbretia), also on the northern side of
Park Road. The site had previously been used for two grass
tennis courts on which the Little family played.

The land on the other side of Park Road remained as fields
(Pump Field) until the 1930s. There is believed to have been
stabling for horses there. Early in the decade a set of six
detached houses was constructed by Herbert Little to pro-
vide employment for his workers. They were put on the
market for £350 each, but he was unable to sell them and
they were let instead. The houses have since had many
extensions added to the sides and backs, but you can still
see the original 1930s design. The road remained a rough
track, although usable by vehicles, until about 1967 when it
was surfaced. It is technically still a footpath (No 14) running
from Church Road down to the 'black bridge' across the rail-
way. During the late 1960s the owner of Rosslyn House, a
large house to the left of the entrance to Park Road (built
between 1893 and 1897), sold land for the building of
several new houses. Similarly, in 1976 plots of land were
sold by the owner of Montbretia, resulting in new dwellings
on the northern side of the road.

Park Road is probably the only road in Stansted to have had
two schools. Craig House School occupied one of the
Edwardian 'villas' (No 6) soon after it was built in 1904.
In 1905 it was portrayed in an advertisement as a girls'
boarding school run by the Misses Smith. It is believed that
it later moved to Bishop's Stortford and was housed in a

Photo courtesy of Paul Embleton

building (now demolished) off Hockerill Street near the
Castle Gardens. The other school was a small private one in
a bungalow called St Francis towards the end of Park Road.
It was run by Miss Kershaw in the 1950s and took about 10-
12 boys and girls aged 5-9 before they went on to prep
school. Miss Kershaw had previously been employed as a
governess at Lord and Lady Fitzgerald's home, Stansted
House, between Stansted and Elsenham. The children at St
Francis used to do dancing in the garden and performed
Nativity plays. They were also taken down to St John's
church for services. The bungalow is now unrecognisable, as
in the early 1990s, it was bought by an architect who con-
verted it into a house.

Bringing us into the 21st century, the residents of Park Road
celebrated the Royal Wedding in April 2011 with a street
party. It was a beautiful sunny day and a much enjoyed
event.

At the street party held to celebrate the Queen's Diamond
Jubilee in July 2012 the weather was dreadful, cold and wet,
and garden gazebos had to be hurriedly erected to protect
tables and people down the middle of the road. In true
British fashion, we rose to the occasion!

Rosina Kirkwood

EVERY CLOUD ...
You never fully appreciate what you have until it’s taken
away.  The truth of this has been brought home to me
recently, having broken my right wrist.  It’s amazing how
many basic tasks are either difficult or well nigh impossible
one-handed: pulling up zips, tying shoelaces, driving a car
and cutting up a steak to name a few.  Showering whilst try-
ing to keep the plaster cast dry is a further challenge, and
attempts to remove any ‘packaging’ has resulted in tan-
trums that would rival those of a naughty two-year old.

However, as well as the obvious disadvantages I’ve dis-
covered there are advantages too.  I can’t do the cooking,
shopping, wield a vacuum cleaner or be trusted to do the
ironing left-handed (being naturally right-handed).  Total
strangers have rushed to help me juggle with brolly, hand-
bag and gloves, eager to share their experiences of broken
limbs.  I’ve received lots of useful tips and advice too, from
using teeth and knees as substitutes for my injured limb, to
the virtues of Andrex wipes and ‘trackies’.  I’ve had to adapt
in many ways including being forced to write with my left
hand.  So even this cloud has a silver lining.  By the time my
plaster cast is finally removed I could be completely ambi-
dextrous!

Yvonne Ayres
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Tel  01279 817739

Mobile  07778 049063

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN

STEVE HALL

GARDEN SERVICES

website: www.thesecretgardener.net
email: thesecretgardeneressex@gmail.com

GARDEN DESIGN
CONSTRUCTION
MAINTENANCE

Friendly service...
No job too large or too small

Call Scott on 01279 899 005 or
07968 121 016 for a free consultation

References available.   Fully insured.

Gill Owen Gardening Services
Most Aspects of Garden Work

 Grass Cutting
  Pressure Washing

Any tasks considered –  try me!

No job too small - call me today
GILL OWEN : 07903 375225 or 01279 814616

STADIUM TURF SUPPLY

Tree Surgery and Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Seasoned Logs supplied
Garden Clearance

At Uppercut Trees we pride ourselves on our local professional
service. We deliver high standards of work in all aspects of tree and
hedge care, from aesthetics to safety, conservation and ecology.
Please contact us for advice or a free no-obligation quotation today!

Mobile 07703 308232 Office 01279 812553
www.uppercuttrees.co.uk

Uppercut Trees

* Qualified
* Insured
* Council Approved
* All Aspects of Tree work Undertaken
* All works completed to BS3998

N W Brown Landscapes
All aspects of landscaping undertaken including
fencing, paving, turfing, pruning & hedge cutting

Nigel Brown
07917 611945  / 01279 507255

Registered waste carrier

Bareham Overy Partnership
RIBA Chartered Architects

01279 816040   www.barehamovery.co.uk
 The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE

 Residential
 Industrial
 Interior Design
 Project Management
 Planning & Building Regulation Applications

Turn ideas into reality .....

 Leisure
 Commercial
 Space Planning

Mike Hibbs & Sebastian Walsh
53 High Street  Saffron Walden  Essex  CB10 1AR

Telephone 01799 523660
Fax 01799 520651

Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk
 Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

SWF LOCAL TREE SURGEON

 Very Competitive Rates  ~ No job too small
 25 Years’ Experience ~ Good References

Tel: 07957 916003 Sam or David

Like the rest of your property, trees need maintenance from
time to time.  We offer FREE Advice & Quotations for:
• Pruning • Reshaping • Reduction •

• Planting • Crown Lifting •
• Felling • Stump Removal •
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WELLIES FOR DOGS!
One of the main things I love about being a vet is that you
learn something new every day. Last week for example, as
an enthusiastic springer spaniel towed his rather harassed
looking owner into the consulting room and made a flying
leap onto the table. I was distracted by what appeared to be
bright yellow balloons on his feet. My brain was telling me
they were balloons, but the owner informed me in a quite
definite manner, that they were in fact wellington boots for
dogs. She had found them on the internet and thought "I
don’t like getting my feet wet, so why should he?" Just as I
was about to open the discussion on the relative anatomical
differences of the human and canine foot, she silenced me
with “and you can get a matching hat!”   With all the wet
weather we’ve had, I did have some sympathy, and I suspect
there must be companies out there selling a whole range of
waterproof items for dogs, maybe even inflatable arm
bands! Several owners have asked me if dogs get problems
from going on wet walks day after day. The truth is, most
dogs love to go for a walk whatever the weather, as long as
you rinse off any excess mud and dry them thoroughly.
Broccoli waits outside the back door ready to be put in the
sink for a quick sluice down! There are exceptions, of course,
and the smaller toy dogs often lose body heat quite quickly
and need to be kept warm. There are hundreds of dog coats
available, and I even saw a pug in a hoody the other day!
Anyway, let’s hope that by the time you read this it will have
stopped raining and we can all start talking about something
other than the weather; potholes anyone?

Ilse Pedler
Mercer & Hughes Veterinary Sugeons

THE CRAFTON ROOM
www.stansteddaycentre.org.uk

With so many wonderful things going on here, I am never
short of something to write about. After getting the year
underway with a Burns Night lunch (if you see what I mean) -
haggis tatties and neeps followed by a somewhat tipsy
cranachan, our Fish and Chip Friday is attracting large num-
bers - so many in fact that I am purchasing additional tables
(the next one is 28th March). In February we welcomed
diners from a club in Bishop's Stortford who had heard talk
of our fantastic food and inviting atmosphere.
On Friday 21st March 10.30am- 12.30pm we are hosting a
Safer Living Event (free lunch included).  Booking essential.
Following the success of our French Bistro evening, we are
holding an Italian night on 12th April. Contact me or pop in
for tickets. The menu has not been revealed yet but be
assured our culinary repertoire extends further than pizza
and spaghetti bolognaise! I would like to take this opportu-
nity to say a huge thank you to Peggy Honour who after 20
years of service volunteering at the Day Centre is taking a
well-deserved rest. Thank you for your years of dedication
and support, Peggy; we look forward to seeing you from the
other side of the counter in the very near future. We also say
farewell and thank you to Hennie Viljoen who is hanging up
the Marigolds and apron after over five years of volunteering
at the Day Centre, always ensuring kitchen calmness and
sparkling dishes!

Julie Beck
Centre Manager

Tel: 815091

STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET U3A
www.stanstedu3a.org

The next meeting is on Thursday 20th March in St John’s
Hall, doors open at 1.30pm, when Bob Milne will be telling
us 'How Forensics came to Scotland Yard'.  Many thanks to
Jacqui and Steve for covering the recent raffles. At the
March and April meetings, members can renew their sub-
scription (£13.50), and will receive membership cards which
need to be shown at meetings. As many members have dis-
covered, we do not limit ourselves to the hobbies and inter-
ests we explored during our working lives, and U3A is giving
us the opportunity to reach out to new horizons.

The Saturday Morning Seminars offer a broad scope of sub-
jects:  22nd March 9.30am- 1.00pm: Coming Home - Psychol-
ogist Dr Lesley Wardill will explore the importance of home
and home-coming interactively. On 28th June: Western
Christian Art – the beginning Joanna Brooks will reveal how
western art blossomed into the glory of renaissance art.
Bookings will take place at the monthly U3A meetings. A
number of members have been signing up for free short
on-line courses being run by FutureLearn (as part of an
Open University project) and CourseEra, a similar project
run for the USA.  The subjects on offer are very wide-
ranging including Shakespeare, Literature, Art, Philosophy,
Forensic Science, Computer Programming and finding the
Higgs Boson particle to name but a few.  In the true spirit of
the U3A, some of us are setting up small informal discussion
groups to help each other out through the courses.  Speak
to Sally if you want further information.
Trips and Outings
The Classical Musical group enjoyed a concert of Gershwin,
Copland and Bernstein in Cambridge. The Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra did full justice to the music that
many of us associate with the golden years of Hollywood
reminding us of films such as ‘On the Town’ and ‘An
American in Paris’.  Interestingly, the conductor, David
Charles Abell, studied with Bernstein and was able to give
the audience anecdotes from his experience with him and
from his published letters.  The piano soloist, Freddy Kempf,
who won the BBC Young Musician of the Year in 1992,
played Gershwin’s ‘I got rhythm’ variations and the iconic
‘Rhapsody in Blue’ to massive appreciation from the packed
audience.  A great evening was enjoyed by all.
Forthcoming outings include a trip to Bletchley Park, the
place where the Enigma Code was cracked and shortened
WW2 by at least two years, and an outing to Southwold for
a fish and chip lunch. Visit our website for full details. For
further information about U3A please contact Chris (Chair)
817587 or Sandra (Secretary) 814304.

Caroline Bore
Tel: 813938

UGLEY FARMERS' MARKET
Saturday 15th March - 10.00am-12 noon

Ugley Village Hall
All our usual great food stalls plus skincare, knitting, needlework

and crafts.  We hope to have plants this month or in April

Refreshments with home-made cakes and bacon rolls
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Mercer & Hughes
Veterinary Surgery

I N - H O U S E  2 4  H O U R  E M E R G E N C Y  S E R V I C E

Great Dunmow
01371 872 836

Chelmsford Road Ind. Estate
Great Dunmow, CM6 1HD

01279 813780
80 Cambridge Road Stansted 

Essex CM24 8DA

Saffron Walden
01799 522082/521406

14 Radwinter Road 
Saffron Walden Essex CB11 3JB

 FREE NURSE CLINICS NURSE ON SITE 24 HOURS  LARGE ANIMAL AND EQUINE WORK 
 HOSPITALISATION  FACILITIES -HOUSE LABORATOR  ULTRASOUND 

 ENDOSCOPE  DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHIC FACILITIES 
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Stansted Mountfitchet

A Q U A T I C  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S E R V I C E S

www.h2oplants.co.uk

1 Lower Street, Stansted CM24 8LN
Tel: 01279 817899

Opening Hours:

Tue  9 am - 9 pm
Wed - Fri  9 am - 6 pm
Sat 9 am - 4.30
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