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Specialising in Windows, Doors & Conservatories
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We are your local home
improvement specialists, using only
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Unit 7  The Links Industrial Estate, Raynham Road, Bishops Stortford, Herts CM23 5NZ
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Talk to a tradesman, not a salesman
Save Energy - Save Money!

call us NOW on 01279 813888

Are you looking to replace 
those draughty old 
windows and doors?

Or create more space 
by adding a conservatory 
or extension to your home?
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EDITORIAL
This year’s worldwide commemoration of the First World War has also been
a reminder of the social changes the war triggered within communities.  If all
the current planning applications for new housing are passed, life in Stansted and
the surrounding villages will no doubt change with the infrastructure struggling to
cope. We need to do all within our power to ensure that the Stansted of the future
is the one we want (see pages 19 and 22 for how to get involved with the Neigh-
bourhood Plan and the draft Conservation Area Appraisal for Bentfield Green).
Good news on our long awaited Health Centre; contractors have moved their equip-
ment onto the former Castle Lotus Garage site in Lower Street and demolition of the
existing buildings is imminent.  Hopefully, by early 2016 construction should be com-
pleted.  In the meantime we need to do our best to keep fit and well.  Make a start
by taking part in the Friends of Essex ‘Ride and Stride’ (see page 9), an ideal chance
to exercise at your own pace and level of effort, and raise funds for our local
churches.

CONTENTS
Thought for the Month 2
Church News 2-3
St Mary's Church 4
Stansted Family Café 4
Village Events 5
St Clare Hospice 7
Fruit and Flower Teasers 7
Stansted 10K Fun Run 7
Stansted Mountfitchet U3A 9
Ride and Stride 9
Ugley WI 9
Saffron Hall 9
Stansted Remembers 11
Fruit and Flower Teasers Answers 11
The Prince's Trust 11
St Mary's Primary School 11
Stansted Tennis Club 13
The Hundred Parishes Society 13
Evening with the 'Psychics' 13
Stansted 10K Fun Run Photos 14
Mystery Solved (well partly!) 15
How the Village has Changed 15
Magna Carta 800 15
The Crafton Room 17
The Man with a Bar 17
Stansted Hall & Elsenham Cricket
 Club 17
King's Arms Heart of Gold 17
Stansted Network 19-22
Directory of Local Clubs 23

Spangles Children's Centre 25
Farnham Primary School 25
Macmillan Coffee Morning 25
Stansted Cricket Club 27
Huw Johnson Club 27
Gardening Tips 27
Stort Interfaith Quiz 27
Stansted Football Club 29
music@stansted 29
Mountfitchet House Care Home 29
Granta Chorale at Littlebury 29
Guess Who I Am 31
Bouncy Picnic 31
Bishop's Stortford Beekeeping Assn 31
The Place on the Hill 31
Nature Notes 33
Investigators 33
Gardens of Easton Lodge 33
Hargrave House Summer Fête 33
Stansted Evening WI 35
Stansted Mountfitchet Windmill 35
Skywatch 35
Stort Valley Rotary 37
Stansted is Well Read 37
Stansted Business Forum 37
Stansted Bowling Club 37
Men Behind the Name - Childs Lane 39
Mountfitchet Garden Club 39
Index to Advertisers 40

DISCLAIMER Opinions in The Link reflect those of the authors and contributors.  Publication (on paper or
electronically) of articles, advertisements or product/services information does not constitute endorsement by The
Link nor is any culpability accepted for work undertaken by advertisers.

Stansted network is compiled by Stansted Mountfitchet Parish Council.

Editor:
Yvonne Ayres
01279 814706
editor@stanstedlink.org.uk

Advertising:
Mike and Marion Dyer
01279 814059
adverts@stanstedlink.org.uk
Or check on website for prices

Distribution Queries:
Paul Barnes
01279 815676
distribution@stanstedlink.org.uk

Treasurer:
Alan Wheeler
01279 813745
accounts@stanstedlink.org.uk

Directors:
Malcolm Lloyd (Chairman)
Susan Bone
Catherine Dean
Sarah Ludlow-Elston
Dick Pollard

Printers:
Copyzone
01279 657769

The Link is produced by Stansted Mountfitchet Magazine Community Interest Company
and supported by local churches, businesses and the Parish Council.  Each edition is

also available online at www.stanstedlink.org.uk.

CIRCULATION:
The Link is delivered free to
over 3000 homes and
businesses in Stansted
Mountfitchet.  Further copies
may be purchased for £1
each or £10.00 for the year,
plus postage.

CONTRIBUTIONS:
by email (preferred), up to
300 words in a Word
document, please, to:

editor@stanstedlink.org.uk
by noon on 11th September
for the October issue

or by hand to:
7 Blythwood Gardens,
Stansted CM24 8HG
by noon on 8th September
for the October issue

Cover photo:
St Mary's Church by
Ken McDonald



2

www.stanstedfamilychurch.com
Contact  Howard and Ros Page
  Tel: 810813
  Email: contactstansfam@yahoo.com
Our Christian beliefs are conventional, we are just doing
church differently.  For details of events see the What's On
page of our church website, or contact us.

Quiz for Operation Christmas Child (Shoe Boxes)
Friday 26th September at 7.30pm in St Theresa’s Church Hall,
to raise funds for transporting the many shoeboxes we
send. Tickets £10 (includes ploughman’s) from Helen
814865, Eileen 812109, Catherine 813579 or the churches.
Please bring your own drinks and glasses. Raffle.

Village Harvest Supper
Sunday 19th October at 6.00pm in St John's Hall, followed
by light entertainment provided by all the churches. As last
year, we are providing a hot meal:  fish, chicken or veggie
burger and chips, followed by ice cream.  Tickets priced £6,
with accompanied children £5, are available from St John's
Office (815243 Mon, Wed, Fri 9.00am-noon), Marion Dyer
(814059), from me or any of the churches. As we have to
order the food from outside caterers, advance booking is
required and tickets will not be available on the day. Please
bring your own drink and glasses.

Helen Baker
Tel: 814865

Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

Clerk Sue Moloney
  5 Chatter End, Farnham Geeen
  Bishop's Stortford
  Tel: 771405

Meeting  Sunday, 10.30am

St Therese of Lisieux
High Lane

Priest Father John Garrett
 The Presbytery
 St Therese of Lisieux
 High Lane
 Stansted

Tel:  814349

Masses Saturday   6.00pm
 Sunday   10.00am
 Holy Days of Obligation  8.00am and 8.00pm
 Tuesday-Saturday  9.00am

Confessions
Saturday   10.00am
   and by appointment

Baptisms By appointment

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

Whilst the world has always seen change, we are told that the rate of change is accelerating. Yep, it feels that way to me.
We have hardly got used to one new technical innovation before it is out of date. And if we had trouble grasping the last
batch of technology, it is an even bigger leap to grasp the next. Grandchildren now teach their grandparents how to com-
municate! But change also affects our communities. Not only do we face a constant barrage of new planning applications
for more housing, but the facilities we rely on change too, some closing, others opening. It’s hard to keep up, and it’s hard
to weigh up what is good change and what is not. It would be nice to take a break from change for a while, call a truce, to
give us a chance to catch up and to recover our sense of proportion and values. But change gives no quarter, it marches on
relentlessly and we must learn to cope with it.

The problem is how do we affect the changes that we, as a community face?  How do individuals make any impact on the
drivers of change? Strangely one technological innovation provides us with a key tool: the internet. Suddenly we find that
we can have an opportunity to express our opinions on all sorts of issues through Facebook, Twitter and on online petitions.
At the macro level it is clearly making an impact on large corporations and governments, who would never have been con-
cerned about a few letters of complaint, but when they are faced with thousands through social media, and internet cam-
paigns, the opinions of so many cannot be so easily ignored. It seems it is a God given gift. Use it well to express your views
on local issues. Oppose the bad and support the good. And if we do that together our opinions will count, and the changes
we face may be more to our liking.

Rev’d Stuart Veitch
Stansted Free Church
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           STANSTED FREE CHURCH
                Methodist / URC

                Chapel Hill
                www.stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Secretary        Betty Francis
Tel: 813977
info@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Lettings Marion and Mike Dyer
7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG
Tel: 814059
lettings@stanstedfreechurch.org.uk

Preachers for September
7th  10.30am The Worship Team - New Directions
14th     10.30am Rev’d David Mullins - Communion
21st      10.30am Rev’d Stuart Veitch
28th     10.30am Mike Render - Harvest

Church Contacts
As Rev’d David Keeble has now retired and our new minister
does not join us until October, please contact the church
secretary (see above) for any church related enquiries.

Letter from Rev’d David Keeble
Dear Friends
Fran and I want to say a huge thank you to everyone who
has made the past five years such a very special time for us.
It doesn’t seem very long ago that we arrived to begin our
ministry, yet here we are writing this thank you letter in our
new home just outside Felixstowe, five years on. We have
experienced such friendship and support during our five
years with you and we are so grateful to God and each one
of you for accepting us in the way you have. Our farewell cir-
cuit service was an amazing time that we will never forget.
The generosity of words and gifts took our breath away and
we find it hard to believe that this was all done for us; thank
you so very much. It has been an emotional time, as we have
said goodbye in many different places, and it is going to be
very strange to not be involved in Circuit life any more. I
want to say a particular thank you to all my ministerial
colleagues and leadership teams who have given me such
wonderful support and friendship during the past five years;
it has been a real privilege to serve God with you. Words
don’t seem able to convey all that Fran and I feel at the
moment, but thank you every one, you will always have a
very special place in our hearts as we move into this next
phase of our journey through life. We are not sure what God
has in mind for us at the moment, but if it is half as good as
that which we have experienced in the past five years it will
be wonderful. May God bless each and every one of you in
the days to come.

Love from David and Fran

Our next meeting is our At Home on Monday 22nd

September 8.00pm at 7 Blythwood Gardens.  All welcome.

Marion Dyer
Tel: 814059

All enquiries: The Church Office, St John’s Hall,
             St John’s Road, Stansted CM24 8JP
             Tel: 815243
             Email: st.johns.church@btinternet.com
             Office hours: 9.00am-12 noon, Monday,
             Wednesday, Friday
             Administrator: Mrs Sally Chapman
             Website: www.stanstedstjohns.btik.com

Rector:             Rev’d Paul Wilkin
             Tel: 812203
             Email: paulwilkin@iname.com

Director of Anne Brooks
 Music: Email:  anne.brooks22@yahoo.co.uk

Church Hall Rachel and Olly Pocknell
 Bookings: Tel or text: 07972 373994
            Email: stjohns.hallbookings@gmail.com

St John’s Diary
Sunday
8.00am   Said Holy Communion
9.30am   Worship 4 All (1st Sunday)
9.30am   Choral Eucharist (2nd-4th Sundays)

Monday-Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
8.30am   Morning Prayer
Tuesday
9.00am   St John's Tots
Wednesday
9.00am   Morning Prayer
10.00am   Holy Communion
Monday-Thursday and Saturday
5.00pm    Evening Prayer

From the Registers
July

Baptism
13th  Albert David Middlemiss

     Funerals
     17th  Betty Armon-Jones, age 97 - at
  St John's and Parndon Wood
     29th  Barbara Greenway, age 83 - at
   St Mary's and Parndon Wood

ST JOHN’S 300 CLUB
Congratulations to the winners of the bumper July draws:
 £200  No 174 -  Mr D Boyton

£100  No 263 - Sonia Girling
 £  50  No   37 - Janet Macfarlane
 £  25  No 158 - Doreen Heals
The September draws will be held on Sunday 28th following
the 9.30am St John’s service. Numbers are still available at a
cost of £2 per month.  Please contact me for an application
form if you would like to be in with a chance of winning
whilst helping to support the work of St John’s Church.

Francine Cope
Tel: 814562

ShalomShalom

There are services of
Holy Communion on
the first Tuesdays and
Wednesdays of the
month in Norman
Court, Hargrave
House and Broome
End Nursing Homes
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ST MARY’S CHURCH
An attractive and interesting building on the edge of the vil-
lage, St Mary’s has long been a favourite subject for both
local and visiting artists and photographers.

Photo by Clair Rava

The church was probably founded early in the 12th century
by William de Monte Fixo (Mountfitchet) who originated
from Montfiquet in Normandy.  Evidence that it was pre-
dated by a Saxon structure on the same site is indicated by
the mention of a priest in the Domesday Book of 1086.  The
two surviving Romanesque Norman doorways and chancel
arch suggest that it must have been a very impressive build-
ing.  Built in the grounds of Stansted Hall the church would
have been under the patronage of the Lords of the Manor
under feudal law of the 17th century.  The feudal laws finally
closed in 1922 making William Fuller Maitland the last
Manor Lord.

The main part of the church is built of local knapped flint
and the 17th century brick tower houses eight bells.  It’s
topped by a gilded weathervane featuring an upright hand,
the crest of the Middleton family, Lords of the Manor at that
time.  Over the years, the church has been extended and

remodelled according to the fashions
of the day.  A blocked 13th century win-
dow in the north wall can still be seen
above the 14th century piscine to the
right of the altar.  This window would
have originally lit the chancel before Sir
Roger de Lancastre added the north
chapel, which is still known as the
Lancaster chapel.

St Mary’s has many interesting
features including the west win-
dow, a memorial to Sir Thomas
Jackson (the third Chief Manager
of HSBC who died in 1915) and his
son Claude who was killed in
France in 1917.  There are also
monuments inside, mostly associ-
ated with the ‘local gentry’ from
Stansted Hall; the most famous
being a painted alabaster effigy of
Hester Salusbury who was
rumoured to have been killed by a
stag whilst hunting in Stansted
Park in 1614.  She’s depicted in
riding clothes with a wasp waist – very fashionable at the
time.  Hester’s father, Sir Thomas Middleton (Lord Mayor of
London and MP) who died in 1631 has his own monument
in the church, and the vast pink alabaster reredos is a
memorial to Evelyn Fuller Maitland.

The last addition to St Mary’s was the north aisle in 1829,
and in 1889 St John’s Church was built.  For over 70 years
the churches shared a priest, splitting the services between
them but retaining separate choirs and organists.  Sadly, in
the 1990s the Diocese made the decision to close St Mary’s
and in 1994 it was vested in The Churches Conservation
Trust (TCCT).  Although no longer used for regular worship,
the Friends of St Mary’s Church work in partnership with
TCCT to use the building for exhibitions and events through-
out the year, notably the ‘Celebration of Angels and
Christmas Trees’ and ‘Models in the Pews’ of recent years.

St Mary’s Church will always remain dear to local people's
hearts with fond memories of weddings, christenings and
other special times in their lives.  It’s a lovely building in a
peaceful spot with a long history and much to admire.  If
you’ve never visited please do - it’s well worth exploring.
The church is open daily, and if you time it right on the first
Sunday afternoon of the summer months (3.00pm-5.00pm)
you’ll be welcomed with a cup of tea.

Yvonne Ayres
With thanks to Audrey Rodgers for her help

STANSTED FAMILY CAFÉ

Stansted Family Café re-starts after the Summer break on
Sunday 14th September at the Day Centre. Drop in any time
between 9.30am and 11.00am to find great coffee
(cappuccino, etc) and a selection of teas, cakes and healthy
snacks for both adults and children. There are craft activities
for children aged approximately 3-10 years, and toys for the
under-3s.  It’s a great place to meet friends, invite friends –
or make new ones.  Come and ‘spend time, not money’ at
Stansted’s family-friendly café!

Ros Page
Tel: 810813

Email: contactstanfam@yahoo.com
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2  Tue Experiencing Dementia Mountfitchet Hse 11 am - 12 noon
3 Wed Mountfitchet Seniors Day Centre 2 - 4 pm
  Mountfitchet Garden Club Day Centre 7 for 7.30 pm
5 Fri Stansted Business Forum Linden House 7.30 am
7 Sun Windmill Open 1.30 - 5.30 pm
  St Mary’s Church Open & Teas 3 - 5 pm
11 Thu Link copy due in today before 12 noon
  WI  Day Centre 7.45 pm
12 Fri Evening with the ‘Psychics’ Forest Hall School 7.30 pm
13 Sat Ride and Stride 10 am - 6 pm
  Summer Fête Hargrave House 2 - 4 pm
14 Sun Tennis Club Finals Tennis Club 10.30 am
14 & 28 Sun Green Waste Skips Lower St Car Park 9 am - 1 pm
14 & 28 Sun Family Café Day Centre 9.30 - 11 am
16 Tue Stansted is Well Read Dog and Duck 8 pm
18 Thu Stansted U3A St John’s Hall 1.30 for 2 pm
20 Sat Farmers’ Market Ugley Village Hall 10 am - noon
  Interfaith Quiz St John’s Hall 7 for 7.30 pm
21 Sun Open Day Easton Lodge 11.30 am - 5 pm
22 Mon Shalom at Home 7 Blythwood Gardens 8 pm
26 Fri Macmillan Coffee Morning Old Lane Hse 10.30 am - 12.30 pm
  Fish and Chip Friday Day Centre 12.30 pm
  Operation Christmas Child Quiz St Theresa’s Church Hall 7.30 pm
28 Sun Manuden Fun Run Yew Tree, Manuden 11 am

WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER

UGLEY FARMERS'
MARKET

10 am - noon Sat 20th Sept
Ugley Village Hall

Meat ~ Poultry ~ Eggs ~ Honey
Bread ~ Home Baking ~ Knitting
Fruit & Veg ~ Skincare ~ Crafts

Refreshments with cake and bacon rolls

SUMMER FETE
2 - 4 pm Sat 13th Sept

Hargrave House

Barbecue ~  BottleTombola
Cream Teas ~ Raffle

Cake Stall ~ Face Painting
Bouncy Castle and more ..

All Welcome ~ Entry only 20p

QUIZ EVENING
Stort Interfaith Group

7 for 7.30 pm Sat 20th Sept
St John‛s Hall

Tickets £9 (incl refreshm ents)
Please bo o k in advance fro m  850209
Bring yo ur o wn drinks & glass

Quizmaster David Morson

Tickets £10 (incl Ploughman’s)
from Catherine 813579

Helen 814865 or Eileen 812109
Bring your own drink and glasses

7.30 pm Fri 26th Sept
St Theresa's Church Hall

Quiz Night

Raising funds to cover transportation
costs for the shoeboxes

Sponsored Cycle Ride / Walk

 Fo rm s available fro m  S t Jo hn’s
Church  o r Jo hn tel 656645

 10 am - 6 pm
Sat 13th Sept

 In aid o f lo cal churches and
Essex Churches Trust

An evening with the ‘Psychics’

A light hearted evening with Jeff (the
Postman) Philips and Vince Squires

 7.30 pm Fri 12th Sept
Forest Hall School

Tickets £5 from 07711 443259 or
07962 586825 or on the door

Refreshments incl Homemade cakes
All Welcome

Come & Join the

Old Lane House, Church Road
Raffle ~ Cake Stall

All Welcome  813172

Macmillan  Cancer  Support

Fri 26th Sept
10.30 am - 12.30 pm

Beethoven ~ Brahms ~ Chopin ~ Debussy

7.30 pm Sat 11th Oct
St John’s Church

Erdem Misirlioglu (Piano)
Former BBC Young Musician of the Year

Experiencing Dementia

11 am - 12 noon Tue 2nd Sept
Mountfitchet House, High Lane

All Welcome
Please tel Sharon 07435 750377

Email: sharon.butler@careuk.com

A free presentation for carers and loved
ones of those with dementia

Stansted U3A
Singers’ Songbook 2014

7.30 pm Sat 4th Oct
St John’s Church

Adults £6 Under 14s £3 from
Jacqui 817904 or Jenny 815409

Music to suit all tastes, songs to
commemorate World War 1 & a Broadway

The Yew Tree, Manuden

MANUDEN10K
FUN RUN

plus 5K and 1K runs

Entry £12  (10K & 5K) £3 (1K)
www.manuden.org.uk

or on the day at Manuden School
Email: funrun@manuden.org.uk
Beneficiaries incl St Clare Hospice

11 am Sun 28th Sept
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Pilates
1:1 Studio Lessons
- latest equipment

Group Matwork Classes
- up to 10 per class

Mobile: 07964 325783
Studio: 01279 813254
Email: tonepilates@btinternet.com
Web:  www.tonepilates.co.uk

 Strength without bulk

 Longer, leaner muscles

 Improved posture & mobility

Tony Boardman
STOTT PILATES © Certified Instructor

 Coordination & balance

 Well-being & confidence

 Rehabilitation after injury

the osteopath

Why live with your
aches and pains?

Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
who specialises in both structural and cranial
osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Her treatment can help with: back, neck,
joint, arthritic and muscle pain, trapped nerves,
sports injuries, headaches and migraine.

She also incorporates acupuncture to aid pain relief
and provides specially formulated pilate classes to
help with rehabilitation.
Her aim  is simple... to give you continual relief
from pain wherever possible.

To claim your free assessment consultation* call
Hazel Williams at her surgery on 01279 813371

61 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted, Essex CM24 8HH

*Hazel Williams reserves the right to remove or change

    Hazel Williams is one of the few practitioners
   who specialises in both structural and cranial
  osteopathy to treat a wide range of patients from
babies to the elderly, from the immobile to athletes.

Email: osteopathy@hazel-williams.co.uk
www.hazel-williams.co.uk

50% introductory class on Fridays only (subject to availability)

Back to Basics Pilates Class
with Hazel Williams Registered Osteopath

7-8 pm every Friday
9-10 am every Saturday
8-9 pm every Monday

At the Quaker Hall, Chapel Hill, Stansted Mountfitchet.
To book one of the limited places available please call
Hazel on: 01279 813371 or 07973 409675 or to find
out more go to www.hazel-williams.co.uk
Please wear loose clothing and bring an exercise mat.

Chiropractic & Physiotherapy Clinic

We offer Chiropractic, Acupuncture, Massage and Rehabilitation Exercise for the treatment of:
Back Pain, Neck Pain, Minor Sports Injuries, Migraine and other Joint and Muscle Problems

 We are offering an initial consultation with a Chiropractor or Physiotherapist which includes a
thorough physical and spinal examination for £25 (normal fee £50) on production of this advert.

Guidelines published by the National Institute for Health and          Clinical Excellence (NICE) recommend the option of spinal
manipulation, acupuncture and exercise for the management of certain       types of low back pain    www.nice.org.uk/cg88

20 Cambridge Road

Registered with the General Chiropractic Council

Mark Gurden MSc (Chiro), DC, PhD
Marcel Morelli MSc (Chiro), DC.

And Associates
Registered Doctors of Chiropractic

01279 815336

*  MRI on referral *  Digital X-ray available on site *

BUPA and AXA/PPP
Members of the British
Chiropractic Association

Stansted Chiropractic & Back Pain Clinic

* Dexa Scanning for Osteoporosis available *

**Saturday morning appointments available** Immediate Access No GP Referral required

20 Cambridge Road, Stansted CM24 8BZ

How are YOU feeling today?
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I would just like to add my personal thanks to everyone
involved in the Stansted 10K - runners, marshals, our front
cyclist, volunteers on registration and the raffle and the
Rose and Crown.  Despite an unpromising start to the day
weather-wise, we were incredibly lucky that it stayed dry (if
a bit hot!).  The £4,000 raised is absolutely fantastic and
more than we could have hoped for our first time.  Thank
you Stansted! Also in July, The Manuden Singers held their
Village Glyndebourne in support of St Clare Hospice.  They
were not as lucky with the weather and the venue was
moved to the church, but the concert was a great success
raising over £1,250 for the Hospice, for which we are
extremely grateful.  Our thanks go to Teresa and Ian Priest
for all their hard work in putting on such a wonderful event.

Staying in Manuden and returning to the subject of running,
the Manuden Fun Run this year is also supporting the
Hospice!  We are incredibly lucky to enjoy such great sup-
port from our local community.  So, start training for this
next run which is on 28th September with the 10K run start-
ing at 11.00am.  There will also be a 5K run and a 1K
children’s run so all ages and abilities will be catered for!
You can register online at www.runnersworld.com or you
can download a registration form from
www.manuden.org.uk.  You can also register on the day at
Manuden Primary School. The cost of entry is £12 for the
10K and 5K run and £3 for the 1K run.  Refreshments will be
available before and after the run at the school and the Yew
Tree pub and there will be sports massages available at the
school. Finally, if that all sounds a bit too much like hard
work, how about a fashion show hosted by exclusive new
Saffron Walden boutique, Fanny and Frank, on Thursday
25th September at 11.00am?  Tickets are £15 and include
brunch and a very special goody bag.  Alternatively, you can
enter our Clavering Fishing Competition at Clavering Lakes
on 4th October – pegs are going fast and cost £20 each. Go
on – get involved! Do get in touch if you have any queries
about any of the above or for more information.

Sarah Calder
Tel: 07528 520016

Email: sarah.calder@stclarehospice.org.uk

FRUIT AND FLOWER TEASERS
Fill in the missing vowels and discover some fruits and
flowers that might be growing in your garden now:

1 GRNGG 2 PPL
3 HLLYHCK 4 DMSN
5 SNPDRGN 6 NSTRTM
7 QNC 8 MRGLD
9 SPNDL 10 DNDLN
11 LVNDR 12 MDLR
13 FCHS 14 PR
15 FXGLV 16 VCTR  PLM
17 BDDL 18 GLDL
19 PRCT 20 CRBPPL

Answers on page 11

STANSTED 10K FUN RUN

Runners of all ages have helped raise £4,000 for St Clare
after the Hospice was invited to take over the Stansted 10K
Fun Run. Bentfield Green was abuzz with spectators as
friends and family gathered to cheer on the participants as
they set off on the countryside route. The first runner over
the finish line was Crispian Bloomfield in 37.26 mins, fol-
lowed by Alan Pritchard (39.41) and Danny Beazley (40.35).
First female was Emma Deary (44.51), second Fiona Halls
(45.22), with Evelyn Carter taking third (50.08). In the under
16s, Daniel Evans was the winner (47.13), followed by
James Inkley (52.08) and Devon Williamson (55.40). This is
the first year the long-running community event has been
organised by St Clare Hospice having been run since 1986
by a dedicated group of villagers headed by Marion and
Mike Dyer. St Clare community fundraiser Sarah Calder
said: “We would like to thank Marion and Mike and their
team for trusting us to take over what has become over the
years an extremely successful and well supported commu-
nity event to raise money for the Hospice. Their guidance
and input has been invaluable in staging this year’s event
and we were delighted to see so many runners taking part,
helping raise vital funds for St Clare. Every pound raised will
go towards continuing to provide our incredible care and
support to families from Uttlesford and beyond.”

The event was sponsored by ex-West Ham United physio-
therapist George Cooper, who owns GC Physiotherapy and
Sports Injury Clinic in the village. On the day, his team
offered sports massage to runners as they crossed the finish
line. Every runner was given a goody bag and medals, while
trophies were presented to the category winners by Angela
Lever, whose company Lever and Co sponsored the medals
and ribbons. The trophies were sponsored by Marketing
Kinetics, whose managing director Bob Lee ran in the race.
The water and snacks in the goody bags were sponsored by
Linden House Hotel and Lino Thomas Hairdressers respec-
tively, while the water stations on route were sponsored by
Stansted Business Forum, Liz Lake Associates and DC
Poulton and Sons. Grenville Construction sponsored the all-
important portable toilets. Sixty volunteers helped on the
day with registration and marshalling, while a barbecue was
laid on by the Rose and Crown pub. The results for runners
with chips are at
www.chiptiminguk.co.uk/ps/results/Stansted%2010K/301
57.
See page 14 for photographs

Eleanor Scotchbrook
Communications and Marketing Assistant

Tel: 773748

Come and learn vintage inspired crafts at Stansted
Free Church Hall, Wednesdays 7.30-8.30pm

£6 a session includes basic materials
Please contact Sam on 07866 185704

Email: tuftydawn@googlemail.com
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If you have a PROBLEM
or are in need of
ASSISTANCE

HELPLINE
07704 553727

Monday - Friday
9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Stansted’s voluntary community care service

Home Visiting Practice
Est. 1994

01279 873492
07916 075451

HPC Registered

 CHIROPODIST
Mrs Julie Golden

A professional service...
 ...at a competitive price

Your Independent Cambridge Consultant:

Are you worried about your weight?

 Karen Purton
 01279 813974 or 07565 930087

The Cambridge Weight Plan could
be the answer. Call today.

* £5 off first full week's supply
for new clients *

Naturalfamilyhealth.org.uk

Jan Rickwood

Homeopathy
Aromatherapy
Baby Massage

Support group for carers held in
Stansted Quaker Meeting House, Chapel Hill

on 2nd Thursday in each month from 2 pm to 4 pm

Registered Charity No. 246329

For more information call 01371 875810
or email: uttlesfordcarers@btconnect.com

CARERS UK

“Caring about the Carer”
Uttlesford District Branch

With two halls, ample parking, facilities for the disabled and
competitive rates, Ugley Village Hall on the B1383

(Cambridge Road), is available for hire throughout the
year for children’s parties, adult parties (over 25s),

functions, clubs, classes and social meetings.

For bookings or further information please contact Susan Bone
Tel: 01279 814052/Email: ugleyvillagehall@gmail.com

All ages & abilities welcome  ABRSM Exams
Tuition outside school hours so no vital core

curriculum school lessons missed
JAMES PRIEST BMus, MMus in Performance TCML

Singing Coach to Saffron Walden Choral Society
To discuss individual requirements tel 01279 647050

VIOLIN, PIANO (Classical
& Jazz) and SINGING

LESSONS

Forest Hall School
Forest Hall Road,  Stansted Mountfitchet

Essex  CM24 8TZ
Tel : 01279 813384

Email:  reception@fhs.essex.sch.uk
Website:  www.fhs.essex.sch.uk

Your local secondary school providing quality education
that enables all students to achieve their full potential

Co-education for ages 11-16
Ofsted 2013 “This is a Good School”

MONIQUE'S CHILDMINDING
 Very good Ofsted Report
 CRB checked, Paediatric First Aid trained
 Food Hygiene trained
 Complete childcare service for children 0 - 16 years
 Provide a Fun, Safe, Warm and Loving Home
 Free Funding for 3 & 4 year olds

Please visit my website for more information
www.moniqueschildminding.co.uk

or call 01279 813534 or 0788 3088 555

WANTED ALL MOTORCYCLES
ANY YEAR, MAKE, CONDITION

Harley Davidson, Honda, Yamaha
Kawasaki, Suzuki, Triumph etc

URGENT SCOOTERS
Vespa - Lambretta, Scrap Cycles
Honda 50CC  (memorabilia)
Full bikes or parts, running or not

Please call SWF on 07831 589763

DAIRYMEADE FARM & FISHERIES
Coarse and Game Fishing

DAY TICKETS AVAILABLE

To book or view
 please call Danny on 07923 578680

Grange Green, Tilty, nr Dunmow CM6 2EH
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STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET U3A
www.stanstedu3a.org

The next meeting is on Thursday, 18th September at St
John’s Church Hall, when David Williams, a London guide,
will give us a presentation on London History - The Livery
Companies.  Meetings open at 1.30pm for a 2.00pm start
and visitors are always welcome.

Activities
The U3A has two walking groups, a monthly walk and a
short Sunday morning walk.  As you can see from the
photo, the monthly walkers were having great fun on one
of their recent walks around the area. The walking groups
are only two of the 35 or so activities that we run on a
monthly basis; from art to knitting and crochet, languages
to philosophy, cycling to yoga, we are sure to have some-
thing of interest to those in their Third Age in the area.
Why not visit our website for details?

The Stansted U3A singers Annual Concert returns to St
John's Church on Saturday 4th October at 7.30pm.   The
concert entitled ‘Stansted U3A Singers Songbook 2014’ will
include songs from our latest repertoire to suit all tastes,
songs to commemorate World War 1 and a Broadway
Medley. Tickets are £6 adults (includes a glass of wine/soft
drink), £3 children under 14, available from any of the
singers, at the September U3A meeting, or from Jacqui on
817904 or Jenny on 815409.

Saturday Morning Seminar
There are still a few places left on the Saturday Morning
Seminar 4th October, ‘Let My People Go!’, when Judith
Moss and David Morson will present on aspects of litera-
ture and history of the American Civil War.  Tickets £4
members, £5 non-members from Alan on 07790 213510 or
email stanstedseminars@gmail.com. For more information
about U3A, look on the website or call Chris (Chair) on
817587 or Sandra (Secretary) on 814304.

Sally Rich

FRIENDS OF ESSEX CHURCHES

Saturday 13th September 10.00am-6.00pm is this year’s
sponsored cycle ‘Ride and Stride’.  It’s a very pleasant and
enjoyable way to raise money for a very worthwhile cause.
Entry forms from the churches or contact John on 656645
for further information.

UGLEY
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

Fran Smith was the speaker at our July meeting, her subject
the work of Remus Horse Sanctuary based at Little Farm,
Buttsbury, near lngatestone. This wonderful place was
established in 1983 and is named after a horse called
Remus,the first to be rescued by Sue Burton the founder of
the sanctuary. Remus had  been left to starve by uncaring
owners - sadly his rescue came too late - but he died sur-
rounded by people who cared for him and thanks to Sue
and her team of dedicated volunteers he will always be
remembered. Fortunately there are a great number of
happy endings and in the space of just 45 minutes Fran
entertained us with anecdotes of the horses that have been
cared for by the sanctuary, many of them living to a great
age, including Buttons who lived to the great age of 55!
Horses are not the only animals cared for in this amazing
place;  ponies and donkeys also benefit from the care of
Sue and her brilliant team. More information can be found
on their website www.remussanctuary. org or telephone
01277 356191. Our informative, moving and entertaining
afternoon ended with a chance to do some early Christmas
shopping. Fran and her assistant came with a stall laden
with goodies - our purchases helping in some small way to
fund this amazing place. Other talks on the horizon  include
Fair Trade in September, the appearance of stunt woman
Lucy Allen in October, Tales from Beatrix Potter and the
Lake District in November, and Christmas around the world
in December;  so a lot to look forward to for our members.
We meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in Ugley
Village Hall at 2.15pm. Why not come and join us; you'd be
most welcome!

Andrea Fitt
Tel: 815922

www.saffronhall.com

The first season under new Director Angela Dixon offers an
outstanding line-up of world-class artists, orchestras and
ensembles including Nicola Benedetti, Lestyn Davies, Britten
Sinfonia, The Sixteen, BBC Singers and renowned conductor
Harry Christophers, to name but a few.  A programme of
talks from writers including Baroness Shirley Williams will be
presented by ‘Words in Walden’, and concerts for all the
family include Michael Morpurgo narrating his children’s
book, ‘The Mozart Question’ and the Christmas favourite,
‘The Snowman’ are planned.  There will also be master-
classes and workshops with international artists appearing
throughout the season.   Saffron Walden Choral Society,
Saffron Opera Group and Saffron Walden Symphony
Orchestra will also be staging events. The first concert of the
2014-15 season will be on 21st September featuring tenor,
Ian Bostridge and the London Philharmonic Orchestra with
Principal Conductor, Vladimir Jurowski.  An intimate recital
from the legendary violinist Maxim Vengerov follows on 27th

September.  Tickets are now on sale from the website or the
box office tel 0845 548 7650 (Mon-Sat 10.00am-5.00pm).
Further information about Saffron Hall from the website or
telephone 01799 512190.

Samantha Walker
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Stansted
Psychotherapy

sian@stanstedpsychotherapy.com

Freedom from emotional pain

Overcome life’s barriers

Feel better about yourself

Referrals welcome from health
professionals and private individuals

Tel:  01279 817976

Professional Coaching,
Counselling & Psychotherapy

Principal: Sian Lloyd
UKCP Registered Psychotherapist

Qualified Clinical Supervisor

and Bishop’s Stortford

 Orthotics
 Diabetic Foot Care
 Evening & Saturday Clinics
 Routine Treatment

36 Lower Street, Stansted
Also at 16 Hockerill Street, Bishop’s Stortford

01279 652249     info@feet.org.uk
www.feet.org.uk

Friendly, family run, boutique
beauty salon on the outskirts of

Bishop’s Stortford that offers
traditional beauty treatments by

professional, experienced
therapists.

Dermalogica facials - Hot Stone Massage -
Swedish Massage - Jessica Nails - Jessica

GELeration nails - Calgel nails - Waxing

01279 651613
www.beauty-barn.com

Wickham Hall, Hadham Rd, CM23 1JG

FREE PARKING NEXT TO THE SALON

 Hypnotherapy
 Pure Hypnoanalysis

 Consultant
(transforming your
thinking & so, your life)

 Become a
 in one session.

 Help with: feelings of
depression, anxiety,
phobias, stress and
weight loss

 Children/young people
treated from age 5+

 initial consultation

07950 974928
01279 799724
hjbartram@yahoo.co.uk
www.stortfordhypnosis.co.uk

One session help with
smoking therapy

(plus support)
Weight ~ Gastric Band

Confidence ~ Exams
Phobias  ~ Anxiety

OCDs ~ School
Hypnobirthing

Irritable Bowel Syndrome
Past Lives

and much more

01279 812165
threecheers@btinternet.com

Glynis Cheers
MA, CIPD, DPM, BSCH,

Diploma Clinical Hypnosis

Hair & Beauty
32A Lower Street,

 Stansted

ARNET AYRE

ANITY AYRE

Please telephone:

Hair  01279 813087
Beauty 01279 813180

Your friendly
Local Salon

Est 20 years!

Mobile beauty therapy by Gemma Wright

All your beauty needs in the
comfort of your own home:

 Waxing
 Tinting
 Manicures and Pedicures
 GelColor by O.P.I.
 Massage
 Facials
 St Tropez Spray Tans

Fully Qualified & Insured
Gift Vouchers Available
For appointment please call

07921 522380
gemma@essentialgem.co.uk
www.essentialgem.co.uk

Smile with confidence

Leading Dentists in
Stansted & Bishop's Stortford

0% FINANCE AVAILABLE

Call 01279 815041
Email: info@simply-teeth.co.uk
www.simply-teeth.co.uk

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Implants • Tooth Whitening •
• Invisible Braces • Anti-Wrinkle Treatments •

Accepting New Patients
Open Saturdays and Evenings
Member of British Association of Cosmetic Dentists

Want to improve your smile? We provide all treatments and
have a wealth of experience in all aspects of dentistry.

SPECIAL OFFER UNTIL 31ST AUGUST
FREE CHECK-UP AND TWO X-RAYS
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THE PRINCE’S TRUST

The Prince’s Trust has a very exciting opportunity for unem-
ployed residents of West Essex (Harlow, Epping Forest and
Uttlesford Districts) aged 16-25 to get into Hospital Services
with Princess Alexandra Hospital.  A free course in Harlow is
being offered for young people to gain the relevant essen-
tial skills including two weeks’ work experience in support
roles within the hospital environment.  Also offered is a
chance to obtain accredited training such as RSPH Level 2 in
Understanding Health Improvement, and the possibility of
receiving up to six months support from the Prince’s Trust
to help find employment or further training opportunities.
The course is also an ideal way to improve teamwork and
communication skills and to boost CVs.

Interviews: Week beginning Monday 15th September
Taster Day: Tuesday 23rd September
Course Dates: Monday 13th October-Friday 7th November
Location: Harlow
Please contact me for further information regarding this and
other opportunities available in Essex for young unem-
ployed people.

Carla Johnson
Outreach Executive
Tel: 07984 005934

Email: carla.johnson@princes-trust.org.uk

ST MARY’S C E FOUNDATION
     PRIMARY SCHOOL

Learning together we care, share and prepare
www.stmarysstansted.co.uk

We had a lovely end to the summer term, with the weather
enabling children and staff to make the most of a few relax-
ing days. There were tears that accompanied fond farewells
to our departing year 6, but they were all keen to move on
to the new opportunities that secondary school offers.

Looking ahead, however, we are looking forward to our new
Foundation Stage children joining St Mary’s in a gradual
process in September. Many of the younger children find it
hard to jump straight in with full school days at the start of
the school year, and lots of parents and schools find it really
beneficial to allow the children to find their feet gently. We
are also taking the opportunity to offer home visits to all our
Foundation Stage families, so that children and parents can
meet key staff in a relaxed manner. We’ll be doing every-
thing possible to ensure all our new starters get off to a fly-
ing start. While the children enjoyed their summer break,
work has continued apace within St Mary’s itself. Our new
school on Foresthall Park is already being extended so that
we can provide a great, all-round education for more chil-
dren. The new classroom – to be called Holly, following our
tradition of using tree names for each class – will be com-
pleted and fully set up, ready for the start of our new term
in September.

Kerensa Leith
School Governor

School Tel: 812212

STANSTED REMEMBERS
MONDAY 4th AUGUST

The service in St Mary’s Church at 11.00am was a fitting
commemoration of the start of WW1.  David Morson led the
service explaining how the great powers were drawn
inexorably into confrontation.  The congregation joined in
speaking Psalm 121 and flowers were laid on the altar in
memory of the fallen by young parents and children.  ‘The
Soldier’ by Rupert Brooke was movingly read by Ian Johnson.

‘A Village Remembered’ was written to express the mood in
Stansted and all over England in 1914, shown so clearly in
the photograph (courtesy of Ralph Phillips from the Irving
Sanders Collection) of the fleet of motor cars ‘taking the
men of Stansted to join the colours’; men from every street
in the village, we’ll never know how many.  They went with
songs to the battle but within a few short weeks the
telegrams began to arrive and the casualty lists published in
the newspapers grew longer and longer each day.  Sir
Edward Grey’s words were spoken and St Mary’s lights were
extinguished.  The Last Post was sounded.  In our silence we
remembered them and laid poppies and crosses on each
known memorial in St Mary’s Churchyard.

Audrey Rodgers

In St John’s, at 7.30pm the Rector led the congregation in
readings, prayers and poetry together with hymns to mark
the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War.  The
congregation joined in with speaking Psalm 46, together
with litanies for commemoration and reconciliation.  The
service ended with all gathered around the war memorial,
remembering those who fell and all who were affected by
the conflict in any way, whilst prayers were offered for
peace and healing.

I attended both of the above services and found it to be a
thoughtful and thought provoking day.

Stuart Ayres

FRUIT AND FLOWER TEASERS ANSWERS

1 Greengage 2 Apple 3 Hollyhock
4 Damson 5 Snapdragon 6 Nasturtium
7 Quince 8 Marigold 9 Spindle
10 Dandelion 11 Lavender 12 Medlar
13 Fuchsia 14 Pear 15 Foxglove
16 Victoria Plum   17 Buddleia
18 Gladioli 19 Apricot 20 Crabapple
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ECATERINA LTD
Domestic Cleaning Services
 Competitive rates
 Excellent References
 7 Years Experience

Tel: 01279 899668 Mob: 07789 732009
Email: lia2006london@yahoo.com

www.ecaterinalimited.com

Domestic Oven Cleaning

Using non-caustic, non-toxic products
in your home

FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED

01279 432444
www.ovenbright.co.uk

*Ovens*Ranges*Agas*Hobs
*Extractors* and much more

Taylor Computer Services (Stansted)
On-site Computer Maintenance/Repairs for Home or Business

DON’T BE RESTRICTED TO OFFICE HOURS, I CAN VISIT
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE DURING THE DAY, EVENINGS

OR WEEKENDS AT A TIME TO SUIT YOU.

Call Derrick on 01279 816418 ~ 07926 289749
Email: deltaylor61@btinternet.com

Wireless Networking and Broadband Setup, Data Transfers,
Hardware & Software Installation, Virus & Spyware Removal &

Protection, New PC Setup & Training

The difference is clear

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
Professional Cleaning

Freshen up your home using a local competitive company
Everyday dirt and grime reduces your

Carpet and Upholstery life and it simply
LOOKS and feels FRESHER

Call Nick: 01279 276 018
For your FREE Quotation

I have many years of experience,
teaching throughout the primary
age range (4-11 years) and as a
school SENCO. Give me a call to
discuss your child’s needs.

Katy Dockerill
01279 812997

Domestic ~ Commercial
Office ~ Schools
01279 812524
07828 425944

j.freeman195@yahoo.com

GO-JO Quality Cleaning
Scrub, Polish & Buffing Services

Fixed fee will writing service

Single will £70
Couples £120

Home visit at a time to suit you
Tel 01279 505234

www.hertsandessexwills.co.uk

Pino Pizzeria & Grill
Italian and American Style Pizzas

Delivered to your door!
Open 7 days a week

3.00 pm to 10.30 pm
Tel: 01279 817822

Station House, Station Road
Stansted CM24 8BE

BED & BREAKFAST

All rooms have blackout blinds,
beverage trays, toiletries,

LCD Freeview TV/DVD &
thermostatically controlled radiators

Tel: 01279 815012
Mob: 07714 819040

www.harrisons33bb.plus.com
Email:

annieadams@harrisons33bb.plus.com

Comfortable family house in Birchanger

Repairs - Upgrades - Virus removal
NO CALL OUT FEE

OnSite - £30 1st hr, £20 per hr thereafter
NO FIX NO FEE

Fixed price on collection & return repairs
For a friendly and reliable service call

Mark on 01279 897243 / 07815 011925

Intruder, Access, C.C.T.V
& Fire Alarm Systems

Local family business Est. 1984
All intruder systems guaranteed for two years

Call Grant on 07775 673273

Telephone: 01279 494 596
Email: dcalarmsystems76@gmail.com
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www.stanstedtennisclub.co.uk

Stansted in Bloom competition
The Tennis Club were thrilled to be awarded First Prize for our
First World War themed garden in the category for Business/
Organisation Garden Area. Thanks to all our members who
helped tend and water the plants over the hot summer months.

Ladies' Night
Monday 8th September 7.00pm.  All lady members welcome.
Club Finals
Sunday 14th September starting at 10.30am. All members and
non-members are warmly invited to call in and watch the tennis
and have a cup of tea and a slice of cake!
Hospital Cup Finals
We currently have three doubles teams still in contention to
represent Stansted at this year's Finals, which will take place at
Castle Hill Tennis Club, Saffron Walden on Saturday 20th

September. Again, if you are free, why not pop over to Saffron
Walden to watch some excellent local tennis.
U3A
In July, the Tennis Club welcomed members of the U3A for a
trial session. Our thanks to member Debbie Lane for organising
this and we do hope all those who came along enjoyed playing
and may even be tempted to join the Club.
Club sessions
Sunday mornings, Wednesday mornings and evenings, and
Friday mornings. All adult members are welcome to come
along. Members are encouraged to use the page on the
website to indicate sessions they will be attending.
Junior coaching
I am continuing my junior and senior coaching groups. Please
contact me for more information.
Tennis balls
£1 for a tube of four from Jan Hollis at 105 Cambridge Road.
Contacts
Felicity Shakespeare (Secretary) 831771, Daphne Lunnon
(Chairman) 817574.  If you would like to find out more about
Stansted Tennis Club, please visit our website.

Chris Hollis
Tel: 319155

                          THE HUNDRED PARISHES
                            SOCIETY

www.hundredparishes.org.uk

We recently launched the Hundred Parishes Society, an
initiative to raise awareness of a large area of north-
west Essex, northeast Hertfordshire and southern
Cambridgeshire that is particularly notable for its excep-
tional depth of heritage.  Those who live here may take
our ancient countryside and wealth of listed buildings
somewhat for granted, but visitors are usually surprised
when they discover the charm of our villages and small
market towns and the attractive countryside in which
they sit.  Until now, the area’s anonymity has probably
been due largely to the lack of a name, so we have
created one that we hope will eventually become as
well-known as the Chilterns or Constable Country. We
have called the area the Hundred Parishes to recognise
that it contains just over 100 administrative parishes,
including Stansted Mountfitchet. Whilst the whole area
enjoys a recurring set of special characteristics, each
parish has its own identity. We hope that our initiative
will encourage both residents and visitors to learn more
about the area and will inspire them to explore and
cherish it.

We have launched a website
www.hundredparishes.org.uk to explain the idea more
fully. It includes an introduction to each parish, a series
of walks from railway stations and a short introduction
to a number of notable people associated with the area.
The website shows regular events and local attractions
and there is a ‘What’s On’ page that lists opportunities
to learn more and to get to places that you may not
know. The Society is a registered charity and the
website includes details of how to become a member
for a nominal subscription of £10 a year per family or
organisation.  Whether or not you become a member,
we hope you will make regular use of our website and
that it will inspire you to increase your knowledge and
enjoyment of the Hundred Parishes.

Ken McDonald
Secretary

Tel: 813226

EVENING WITH THE ‘PSYCHICS’

You are warmly welcomed to an Evening with the
Psychics at Forest Hall School on Friday 12th September
from 7.30pm onwards.  This will be a lighthearted
evening and we are really looking forward to hearing
what our guest Jeff (the Postman) Philips has to say.
There will be refreshments and homemade cakes during
the interval and the second half of the evening will be
enjoyed with Vince Squires.  Please feel free to join us –
tickets are £5 each.  Call 07711 443259 or 07962 586825
to find out more or turn up on the night.

Elaine Terry

Stansted Tennis Club



STANSTED 10K FUN RUN

Photographs by Stephen Brent
and Peter Webb
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See page 7 for a full reportTime to register and collect your ‘chip’

Off at last

Anyone for the warm up?

Not forgetting the walkers and dogs

Youngsters help remove the
‘chips’ after the run

Medal sponsor Angela Lever
presents winner Crispian
Bloomfield with his trophy

Event sponsor George Cooper
gets a massage at the finish



15

HOW THE VILLAGE HAS CHANGED

Shrove Tuesday 1904
The annual dinner, given by subscription among the resi-
dents of Stansted, to the railway staff took place in the
Parish Room on Shrove Tuesday night.  Mr Webb, the
station master, and mine host for the evening, presiding,
and Mr Hartford Green and Mr Archie Gold apparently shar-
ing the Vice-Chair!  We are so extremely fortunate in every
member of the railway staff that our evening was of course,
a most enjoyable and happy one of toasts and speeches and
excellent songs, not forgetting Mr Thomas Reynolds’s musi-
cal advice to bachelors.  Mr Webb, in reply to the toast of
the evening, put before us some remarkable figures illus-
trating the traffic at our station, and I think you might like to
read them.  In 1903 the Stansted officials dealt with 26,476
tons of goods and coal; 36,000 passengers; 20,872 parcels;
5,652 churns of milk; and £563 of season tickets.  We evi-
dently prosper under Mr Webb’s supervision; long may he
reign!

Reproduced from Stansted Mountfitchet Parish Magazine.

Ralph Phillips

      MAGNA CARTA 800

On 22nd June 2015 Stansted will receive one of 25 hand-
drawn facsimile Magna Carta documents produced espe-
cially for the 800th anniversary. The Town Clerk from
Trowbridge will cycle to each of the 24 Barons’ towns/
villages throughout England to deliver the Charter (agreed
by King John on 15th June) and by so doing will provide us
with a permanent record and testimony.  We are looking
into making this an open air celebration of 'liberteas'. On
27th June we will be holding a Medieval Fayre. Country
dancing, music ensembles with craft stalls and exhibits from
our local schools, will make this a family outing not to be
missed. There will be competitions, a dog show and, with
weather permitting, a hog roast. The falconer is booked.
Are you an archer? Would you like to represent Stansted in
competition against all the Barons’ towns and villages at
Runnymede next year? Please contact me for details.

Nigel Collingwood
Tel: 813248

Email: njcollingwood@hotmail.co.uk

MYSTERY SOLVED (well partly!)

Peter Brown has kindly supplied information on the mystery photograph on page 37 of last month’s Link.  His mother, Cissie
Brown, was a fount of local knowledge with a wonderful memory, and the family had the foresight to note down her reminis-
cences before she died, one of which concerned the event pictured; a celebration to mark the end of WW1.  Mrs Brown remem-
bered being about four years old, which would make the year 1918, and watching the villagers transporting an effigy of the
Kaiser in a cart or pram to the Rec where it was placed on a stake and put on a bonfire.  She recalled, rightly or wrongly, the
people on the photo as (left to right) - George Luckey, Ted Haggerwood, Al Jordan,  ? Shearing, F Whall, B Salmon (with pole),
the lady who was possibly a nurse, she couldn’t name, A Griggs, C Bonney (with pole), J Haggerwood, F Tissiman, Sgt Vale or
Tucker. If anyone is able to name the lady in the photograph or has any other information please contact the Editor.

Tel: 814706
Email: editor@stanstedlink.org.uk



www.highhousenursery.co.uk

Tel: 01279 870898

High House Nursery
 Children from 3 months to 5 years
 Highly qualified experienced teachers
 Emphasis on creativity and cognitive

development
 Established since 1985
 Family run nursery
 Beautiful surroundings, set in 2 acres
 Outstanding Ofsted report

Walking distance to Stansted Airport
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Outstanding tuition for children in BALLET (RAD)

and MODERN DANCE on Mondays after school
at the QUAKER HALL, STANSTED

plus MELODY BEAR classes for pre-school children
to introduce children to dance & movement in

Stansted, Felsted & Bishop’s Stortford

Classes at our OWN STUDIOS in Bishop’s Stortford
including Tap, Street Dance, Jazz, Drama and

Musical Theatre + Adult Ballet and Adult Tap
For further details and a Free Prospectus:

Telephone: 01279 654423
Email: info@grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

www.grahamschoolofdance.co.uk

Mitchell School of Dance

Ballet (adults & children) Modern & Tap

Mrs Mitchell LISTD Dip   AISTD  AES Dip
Fully qualified and registered teacher

Dancing Displays   Examinations
Choreography    National Competitions

St. John’s Church Hall, Stansted
Birchanger Church Hall

Tel: 01992 812781

Email: wmitchelldance@gmail.com

Forest Hall School
Forest Hall Road

Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex CM24 8TZ
Tel: 01279 813384

Website: www.fhs.essex.sch.uk

Facilities for Hire
Halls•Classrooms•Meeting Rooms

Dance/Drama Studio•Playing Fields
available for events, functions, clubs and classes
For further information or bookings please contact
Business Manager Gareth David on 01279 813384

Email: g.david@fhs.essex.sch.uk

New Pre-School
for 3 & 4 year olds

opening in September

I am really excited about this development
which will enable young children to benefit

from the quality education we provide.
Keith Knight - Headmaster

Hobbs Cross Road, Old Harlow, Essex, CM17 0NJ
0 1 2 7 9  4 2 9 9 1 0

Saint Nicholas School is committed to
providing affordable, quality care to

children in the community.

The Pre-school will be open term time
and we will be offering full and part time
places. Morning and afternoon sessions
will be offered separately and there will

also be a breakfast club from 7:30 am
and after-school club until 6:00 pm.
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THE CRAFTON ROOM
www.stansteddaycentre.org.uk

A very pleasant summer has been had here at the Crafton
Room.  Numbers have remained high and volunteers have
worked hard to cover holidays. We were awarded second
place in the Business and Organisation category for Stansted
in Bloom and are now enjoying our home grown beans and
potatoes. Over the summer we were also lucky enough to
have a group of wonderful young people participating in the
National Citizenship Scheme clearing and planting out our
remaining flowerbeds around the building, paying for plants
with money raised from a collection at Stansted Airport and
a coffee morning that they hosted in the village.

Finally a few thanks - firstly to Councillor John Salmon, the
Uttlesford District Council Member on our Committee, who,
using money from the New Homes Bonus, made it possible
for us to have a much needed computer and printer at the
Day Centre, and also to Iris Wood and Helen Clowes who
worked so hard on our lovely new curtains. Don’t forget Fish
and Chip Friday is back on Friday 26th September at
12.30pm. We look forward to seeing you.

Julie Beck
Centre manager

Tel: 815091
Email: Juliebeck1989@gmail.com

THE MAN WITH A BAR
     There once was a man with a bar
     Stored in the boot of his car
     Not made of iron, steel or lead
     But beer and bottles of wine white and red
     Sadly he found that he was quite unable
     To transfer his booty from car to table
     His gammy leg wouldn’t take the strain
     And he couldn’t risk doing his back in again
     So he did what men do, faced with trials in life
     He whipped out his ‘phone and called his wife
     She’ll make short work of moving the crates
       She’s very good at lifting heavy weights
                    It’ll save you time at the gym and some money

     He explained as he asked his dear  ‘honey’
     To come and help and save the day

   How did she reply?  Put it this way
   The man still has his bar
   But it stays in the boot of his car

Loki

STANSTED HALL & ELSENHAM
CRICKET CLUB

The cricket season continues to be busy both on and off the
pitch. The club’s ‘Work in the Community’ programme con-
tinued with a visit from our friends at The Home Farm Trust.
A coaching session held by Pat Ward from the Essex County
Cricket Club was followed by an enjoyable lunch. This day
followed the club’s day earlier in the season with St
Elizabeth’s. New covers which cover three wickets have
arrived and have already been in use - unfortunately. The
good news is that this keeps the groundsmen happy!!!
The juniors have had a good season. The Under 12s and the
U15s have both reached the finals of the Bardfield Cup
which take place on 14th September. Teams have been less
successful in the West Essex Leagues but the U15s reached
the Cup Final but lost to Saffron Walden. The U13s won
their final match in the Peter Coe County Competition fini-
shing mid-table. This bodes well for next season as most of
the team were U12. The U10s had enjoyable evenings at
both the Saffron Walden Festival and the festival that the
Club holds jointly with Bishop’s Stortford Cricket Club. The
two-day cricket camp was successful - many thanks to those
coaches and support workers that helped. The final ‘Junior
Day’ will be held on 31st August - a six-a-side with parents
showing the juniors how it should be done – or not as the
case may be!! This will be an ‘Open Day’ at the Club spon-
sored by Waitrose. Both senior teams look as though they
are going to finish just above mid-table in their relative
leagues. The 1st XI’s batting has been a little indifferent and
the 2nd XI is a very young team which bodes well for the
future.

David Brown
Chairman

Tel: 831011
Email: david.r.brown1@btinternet.com

KING’S ARMS HEARTS OF GOLD

The staff and customers of the King’s Arms public house
have collected an amazing £2,000 for the Village Defibrilla-
tor Fund. We are delighted to have this money in addition to
that raised by the Churches’ Lent Appeal, so that we can
achieve our ambition of having one fixed defibrillator and
two to accompany the first responder teams. Thank you to
everyone who contributed.

Catherine Dean
Tel: 813579

Native American &
Cavalry League

Non profit-making Essex based group willing to
appear at Fêtes and Charity Events with our

Living History Encampment

For more details of shows and enlistment please
contact Gary Pavitt on 01799 528315
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

At the Full Council Meeting on Wednesday 30th July a
decision was made that work to prepare a Neighbour-
hood Plan be put in hand. A Neighbourhood Plan is a
community-led framework for guiding the future de-
velopment and growth of an area. It may contain a
vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for improving
the area or providing new facilities, or allocation of
key sites for specific kinds of development. Neigh-
bourhood Plans relate to the use and development of
land and associated social, economic and environmen-
tal issues. It may deal with a wide range of issues like
housing, employment, heritage and transport)or it
may focus on one or two issues that are of particular
importance in a local area.

A Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to examination
and referendum. If more than 50% of those voting in
the referendum vote ‘yes’, then the council will bring
the plan into legal force.

It is a legal requirement that the proposed Neighbour-
hood Plan is publicised and the subject of public con-
sultation, before it is submitted to the local planning
authority. This includes:

 publicising the plan in a manner which brings it to
the attention of people who live, work or run busi-
nesses in the neighbourhood area

  consulting bodies whose interests may be affected
by the plan

 sending a copy of the proposed plan to the local
authority

 consulting any neighbouring local, town or parish
councils, significant landowners, local businesses
and local community organisations, such the Busi-
ness Forum.

A meeting of interested parties will be convened with
the intention of creating a Steering Group which it is
hoped will contain a core of permanent members, to-
gether with others who may make specific contribu-
tions on issues such as business viability, transport,
housing, education and recreation. The Council is
keen to establish a group which is not dominated by
Councillors so that the plan is driven by the communi-
ty. If you would like to know more about the process
you might like to read “A Quick Guide to Neighbour-

hood Plans” which can be downloaded from
http://locality.org.uk/projects/building-community/
The plan does not mean we can block further large
scale development in or around the village but it will
enable us to have more influence over planning issues
and possibly reduce the negative impact of these de-
velopments. We also need to be consistent with UDC
Local Plan (see below).

LOCAL PLAN SUBMITTED BY UTTLESFORD DISTRICT
COUNCIL

Following the final consultation UDC has submitted the
Local Plan for review by the Planning Inspectorate with
the decision likely to be known early next year. The
Plan will either be approved as a whole or with minor
amendments or refused in total or, effectively, by re-
jecting material parts of the plan. Whatever happens
the consequences for this parish are likely to be signifi-
cant.

 If approved there is a high probability that the Fair-
field plan which could eventually lead to around
3,000 new houses being built will go ahead result-
ing in a major increase in traffic through Stansted
which the infrastructure is not designed to cope
with.

 If the plan is refused then the new District Council
elected in 2015 will have to prepare a new plan
which could take another two years. In the mean-
time planning applications are likely to be judged
against the criteria in the National Planning Policy
guidelines. This could mean more developments
being permitted in the parish.

Whatever the outturn the parish faces major issues.

OPPOSING FAIRFIELD DEVELOPMENT IN ELSENHAM

The appeal by Fairfield against refusal by UDC to ap-
prove the construction of a first phase of 800 houses
at Elsenham will begin on 24th September and may
last up to twelve days. Given the decision by UDC not
to defend this decision at the appeal we will be joining
with other local parishes to take up the fight.
The legal costs involved are estimated to be £70,000
and The Parish Council has voted to contribute £3,000
towards this and also has circulated an appeal to all
residents appealing for individual contributions. As we
write over £700 has been donated.
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NEW SKATEPARK PROJECT TAKES OFF

We have been working hard to make residents aware
of our campaign to build a new skatepark on the site
of the existing park in the Lower Street car park.

Local fundraising  has been going well with a raffle that
raised over £400. We are very grateful to all the busi-
nesses that donated prizes especially Refinery 1559
who provided the maín prize. Our Quiz and Wine tast-
ing Evening was enjoyed by the 50 people who sup-
ported the event and netted a further £400.

You may have seen a story and photograph in The Ob-
server  about the fantastic support we have been given
by The Kings Arms who have donated £2,000 in ad-
vance of  their fund raising efforts. This is a tremen-
dous gesture on their part and we would like to put on
record our appreciation to owners, staff and custom-
ers for their support. The local fire fighters have also
generously made a donation from their charity fund-
raising reserves.

Local fundraising is important because it shows we
have the support of the local community which is es-
sential when we apply for funding to the awarding
bodies. We were able to convince Viridor  Credits we
had the support of the local community which was an
important factor in them deciding to make an award of
£100,000 towards the new skatepark. This amazing
award puts us in a very strong position in relation to
our target in our action plan which which was to have
an opening event for our new park in the summer of
2015. We also got an award of £3,000 from UDC  Com-
munity Project Awards but we are not there yet in
terms of our fundraising  and still need to raise in the
order of £30,000 to get the kind of park we would like
for our community.

If you would like to support the campaign  please con-
tact Trevor Lloyd at trevor.lloyd@stansted.net.

STREET LIGHTING AT NIGHT-EQUAL TREATMENT FOR
ALL ROADS?

This parish is unusual in that we own most of the
street lights but there are a few areas where Essex
County Council (ECC) own the lights. When ECC made
a decision to switch off the lights at midnight it re-
sulted a patchwork of light and dark streets which is
both irrational and illogical. In order to improve the
situation we are going to ask ECC to agree to us taking
over ownership of all the lights on residential streets.
Lights on the B1383 would remain in the ownership of
ECC.

FLOODING ISSUES
 In response to the flooding experienced in the winter
the Parish Council is responding to the lesson learnt in
a number of ways. These include:

 A  Flood Working Group has been established which
meets regularly to co-ordinate action

 An early warning system and emergency contact list
of properties most at risk of flooding are being es-
tablished so early contact can be made if conditions
suggest flooding is possible

 The Environment Agency is undertaking a feasibility
study which will be published by the end of the year
to increase storage capacity of Ugley Brook.

PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE
The new Parish Council website went live on Monday 4
August. We hope you will find the new site to be more
informative and easier to navigate.

If you haven’t logged on to the site yet please have a
look and let us know what you think. The great advan-
tage of the new site is that we can now manage it from
the Parish Office and post news items on a weekly ba-
sis so it’s a great way of keeping in touch with events in
the village; so why not add www.stansted.net to your
favourites?

We plan to keep the site looking seasonal so we need
lots of photographs of village scenes at different times
of the year. We would be very grateful if you could
send any photographs you have in your collection
which we could use to trevor.lloyd@stansted.net

SENIOR RAILCARDS - IMPORTANT NEWS

As we go to print we have just been told that the rail-
cards, in their present form, are no more.  New ar-
rangements are being brought into operation.  Please
see our new website (www.stansted.net) or phone the
office for more details.
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UDC HOUSING TENANTS

The Housing Services team will be holding regular drop in
sessions on the first Wednesday of the month at Stan-
sted Children’s Centre in Lower Street from 10 am to 2
pm. If you have any query about first level debt support,
setting up an affordable payment plan for tenants in rent
arrears or any other concerns, these sessions will enable
you to seek answers without leaving the village.

FLORAL DISPLAYS
We hope you have en-
joyed the hanging baskets
and other floral displays
around the village this
summer. The favourable
weather conditions have
meant we have one of the
best years ever displays.

REVIEW OF BENTFIELD GREEN CONSERVATION AREA

At the Full Council Meeting on Wednesday 30th July
Bruce Tice who is a research officer with UDC reported
on the review of Bentfield Green Conservation area that
he has been undertaking. A full survey of the area is be-
ing undertaken and this will form the basis of a compre-
hensive report to be published on 25 August. There will
be a six week period of public consultation and a public
exhibition will be held in the Day Centre on  Saturday 6th
September to give people a chance to raise any issues.
See poster on page 22 for full details.

DATES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
3 September Open Spaces
17 September Full Council

CONTACT DETAILS
Clerk - Ruth Clifford.   Admin Assist - Anne Court
Assistant to the Parish Clerk-Trevor Lloyd
Email:  parishcouncil@stansted.net
Phone/fax: 01279 813214  10am - 1pm
www.stansted.net

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Maureen Caton  813914
(Chairman)  m.caton@hotmail.co.uk
Catherine Dean  813579
        catherinemarydean@btinternet.com
Samantha Dunn  810859
     Cllrsamanthadunn@stansted.net
Jo Freeman  812524
   j.freeman195@yahoo.com
Bridget Gott  814440

John Hudson  814489
          john@hudson8889.fsnet.co.uk
Peter Jones  813252
   peter@lowerstreet.com
John O’Brien  816772

Johnedobrien@gmail.com
Rachel Pocknell  816215
   Rachel.pocknell@gmail.com
Frances Richards 812748
   frannie.richards@gmail.com
John Salmon  814789
   sam@salmonfamily.me.uk
John Savopoulos 817687
   johnsav8@gmail.com
Geoffrey Sell  815925
(Vice Chairman)               Cllrgeoffreysell@stansted.net
Valerie Trundle  813433
   prtvrt@btinternet.com

Uttlesford District Council Members

Alan Dean  813579

   cllrdean@uttlesford.gov.uk

Iris Evans  815848

   cllrevans@uttlesford.gov.uk

John Salmon  814789

   cllrsalmon@uttlesford.gov.uk

Joe Rich  813112

cllrrich@uttlesford.gov.uk

Essex County Council Member

Ray Gooding   813103

   cllr.ray.gooding@essexcc.gov.uk

Member of Parliament

The Rt Hon Sir Alan Haselhurst MP

Tel:  0207 219 5214/Fax: 0207 219 5600
alan.haselhurst.mp@parliament.uk

Police - PC Tom Bastendorff

  Non-emergency  101

PCSO (Stuart Stranger)   Tel: 07889 702340

Neighbourhood Watch

www.stanstednhw.org.uk

Parish Public Transport Representatives

Valerie Trundle   -     813433

Joy Thomas     -     813871
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Parkinson's UK  Contact: Kathy West Tel: 816293
Uttlesford Support Group Email:kewest@btinternet.com

Pilots (age 5-18)  Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

Rainbow Pre-School Gill Pursglove (Administrator)
   Tel: 814242/07966 506997
           Email: admin@rainbowpreschool.net

Rainbow Tots   Tina South
(age 1½-rising 3)  Tel: 814371

Rainbows  Sue Pollard Tel: 813734

Rotary Club  Peter Latham Tel: 507294
   Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

Royal British Legion John Segar Tel: 813289

Scouts   Mike Byrne
(age 10½ -14)  Tel: 812780

Shotokan Karate Ryu Donna Ring Tel: 731752
   Email: skr@skr.org.uk

Spangles   Tel: 812348
 Children’s Centre

Stansted Family Café Ros Page Tel: 810813
                Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com

Stansted Football Club Tom Williams Tel: 07921 403842

Stansted Hall and  David Brown Tel: 831011/07788
Elsenham Cricket Club 999663 Email: david.r.brown1
   @btinternet.com

Stansted Sparks Netball   Gemma Snelling Tel: 07894 944242
   Email: gemmasnelling@me.com

Stansted Supers  Olly Pocknell
Handball Club  Tel: 07875 391701

Tennis Club  Daphne Lunnon Tel: 817574
   Email: drlunnon@gmail.com

Thornbury   Marion or Shirley
Badminton Club  Tel: 869896 or 815871

U3A   Christine
   Chair Tel: 817587

Women’s Institute Judy Colliver
(Stansted)  President Tel: 812470

Women’s Institute Dorothy Wallace
(Ugley)                                   President Tel: 850215

Whoosh Explore  Helen and Peter Nash
 Canoe Club   Tel: 817453

Youth Centre  Linda Barnes
   Tel: 07947 548051

Note: This list will be updated as and when we learn of any
changes.  If you would like the details of your organisation
to be added please let us know.  (Contact details on page 1.)

Alzheimers Society Tel: 01371 872519

Air Training Corps Tel: 681559/661929
494 Squadron  Email: 494@aircadets.org

Beavers   David South
Age 6-8   Tel: 814371

Bowls Club  Doreen Scraggs
   Hon Secretary Tel: 815036
   Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net

Brownies/Guides  Glynis Prothero
   District Administrator
                    Tel: 814145

CAB   Tel: 08444 775986

Corkers Netball  Lisa Menzella
                     Tel: 07827 988732

Cricket Club (adults) David Hedge Tel: 812509
        (juniors) Keith Ayres Tel: 814471

Cub Scouts  Roger Musgrove
Age 8-10½  Tel: 07736 616665/01799 543466

Day Centre  Tel: 815091

Explorer Scouts  Fintan Lambe
    Tel: 817937

Friends of St Mary's Audrey Rodgers
 Church   Tel: 812162

Garden Club  Maralyn Harris
   Chairman  Tel: 07919 478144

Grove Cottage  David Scott Tel: 656085

Helpline   Tel: 07704 553727

History Society  Peter Brown
   Chairman Tel: 812816

Huw Johnson Club Katharine Collis   Tel: 461270
    Email: kat_collis@hotmail.com

Inner Wheel Club  Brenda Cox, President   Tel: 812191
   Email: brenda@coxco.demon.co.uk

Investigators  Ros Page Tel 810813
   Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com

Little Scrummers  Andrew Poyser Tel: 07738 591232

Millers (Windmill) Derek Honour Tel: 647213

Mountfitchet Club  John Robinson Tel: 812755

Music Club  Sonia Levy Tel: 815282
Email: info@musicatstansted.com

NCT   Anna Sedgbeer Tel: 812257

Neighbourhood Watch Valerie Trundle Tel: 813433

DIRECTORY OF LOCAL CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

If you would like to mark any occasion that is special to you or someone you know, by announcing it in ‘The Link’,
please email a short message together with your name address and telephone number to:
announcements@stanstedlink.org.uk or send the details to 7 Blythwood Gardens, Stansted CM24 8HG.  Details
must be submitted by the 11th of the month for publication the following month.
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J.D.W.
Gas heating Specialist

Boiler Servicing
Fast response to breakdowns

of  Central Heating
& all gas appliances

Carbon Monoxide Testing
Boiler Replacements
General Plumbing

Cooker Installations

24 Hour Call Out
Gas Safe Registered

Ex. British Gas

Co nta ct J ulia n
1 Ch urch  Hill Co rner

Tel 01279 816083
o r 07967 366585

Regular cleaning, maintenance
and servicing plus supplying
and fitting all pond equipment

Crystal Clear
Pond Services
Pond Cleaning &

Maintenance

 Pond Cleaning
 Pond Restoration
 Water Features
 Pond Supplies

For a clean and healthy
pond all year round.

Free estimates & quotes

01279 812011
07999 536580

www.crystalclearponds.co.uk
info@crystalclearponds.co.uk

NICK SHUTES
Painting and Decorating Ltd

High quality interior and
exterior redecoration

All woodwork repairs and replacements
including fascias, soffits and cladding

01799 542385
or 07885 778213

www.nickshutesdecorating.co.uk

Anthony Freeman
Plumbing & Heating
From taps to bathroom installation

gas leaks to full central heating systems
Whatever your plumbing or heating problem –

we will solve it
Working locally since 2004

All work fully insured and guaranteed
Call & we will respond – fast!

01799 542920 or
07816 355483
Gas safe Reg. No. 536837

Do-It-4U
General Handyman

Home & Garden Repair, Care & Maintenance

  Plumbing, Electrical & Carpentry Services
  Drain Blockages Cleared
  Gardens Tidied & Maintained
  Hedges & Topiary Trimmed & Shaped
  Fences Erected & Repaired
  Gutters Cleaned,  Repaired  or  Replaced
  Sheds & Other Sectional Buildings Erected

Tel  01279  814411    Mobile  07774  877320

D BONNEY & SONS (Manuden)

 Malcolm or Neil Bonney on
 01279 813315 or 815946

MOT Testing
Diesel &
Catalyst

DIAGNOS T IC  WORK AVAILAB LE

Guaranteed Workmanship

PLEASE RING

34 The Street, Manuden CM23 1DQ

Calor Gas
Stockist

 Free collection & delivery in local area

Familiar with
most makes of
vehicles including
four wheel drives

George Cooper
Chartered Physiotherapist

MCSP, SRP, HPC, MSC,
BSC  (HONS)

Tel:  01279 813253
Mob:  07972 375956
Email: info@gcphysiotherapy.co.uk
www.gcphysiotherapy.co.uk

27 Cambridge Road, Stansted
Free parking at rear

15 yrs experience in professional
football treating the following:

Neck pain, back pain, pelvic pain,
sciatica, tennis/golfers elbow,
shin splints, osgoods schlatters,
severs disease, sprains, strains,
tendinitis, arthritis, whiplash,
carpal tunnel syndrome,
repetitive strain

* Sports Rehab Gym *
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In August, a group of young people from across Essex joined
together with their supervisors for four weeks for team
building exercises and to complete a project in the 4th week
that would address a need in the local community. They
approached the manager of Spangles about a project that
might benefit some of the youngest members of our com-
munity and after much staff discussion, the Children’s
Centre Staff decided that the outside planted area was in
eager need of some TLC. On first sight the project didn’t
look like much for 10 energetic workers, but they embraced
the whole venture from start to finish in a professional and
responsible manner. The brief was to clear and tidy the car
park, empty an old sand pit and convert to a flower bed,
plus repaint the three large existing flower troughs. Amanda
Fitchett spent a short while with them on the first day to
advise on the use of the building and car park during the
week and the students did the rest. They risk-assessed,
planned for use of car park and weather, addressed health
and safety issues, worked as a team, provided a fundraising
event, and worked cleanly and accurately, reassessing all
the time as the job was much bigger than we first thought.
During the Friday debrief Amanda Fitchett handed over
some well-earned chocolates and a card made by the chil-
dren attending the centre, as a big thank you. All the stu-
dents said they enjoyed the week and were pleased with
the results. They were looking forward to relaxing before
going back to or starting their A Level studies.

The car park is now clean, clear and the weeds around the
building have gone. The flower beds look amazing and the
dry drab wood has been replaced with vibrant blue against
a backdrop of grey. The centre looks welcoming and alive!
Many thanks to the students who worked so hard to com-
plete the job in the time allocated. Their fundraising should
be able to pay to replace the outside bench which is used by
both families and the youth club. Also, the Children’s Centre
entrance is covered and often used in the evening as a
meeting place and it is hoped we will also be able to provide
a waste bin so we no longer have rubbish dropped on the
steps or in our flower beds.

Lesley Murdoch
Community engagement and

volunteer coordinator
Tel: 812348

FARNHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
It is with some sadness that we got to the end of the sum-
mer term at Farnham Primary School, as our daughter was
completing her final term there, and she didn't want it to
stop! The build-up to the end of term was full of activity,
with Years 5 and 6 enjoying a fun-filled week away for their
residential trip. Back in school, all of the children from
Reception up to Year 6 were preparing hard for their school
production of 'Romeo and Juliet'. Each of the children
learned a number of songs to accompany the play, and all of
Key Stage 2 learned their lines brilliantly, comfortably
encompassing Shakespearean language, and each of them
showing their confidence on stage.  The leavers' service and
assembly were personalised well. Each child read a speech
in the church, detailing the best and worst bits of their time
in Farnham School with refreshingly honest views of their
memories. It was amazing for us to see the confidence that
had grown in our daughter in the year that she had been at
Farnham, enabling her to stand up to read in front of par-
ents and children alike. The assembly back at the school was
poignant and targeted at each of the children who were
leaving, from their teacher who clearly knew each child par-
ticularly well - a great bonus of small class sizes. I again thor-
oughly recommend Farnham Primary School to anybody
who would like personalised education for their child. I have
seen my child flourish both academically and socially in the
year that she attended this school, and I would love seeing
this opportunity taken up by more Stansted families. For
those of you starting there this September, I wish you all
lots of happiness and success. For others who are choosing
schools for 2015, I recommend that you call Farnham School
to organise a visit - you don't need to wait for the Open Day,
as you will be made welcome at any time.

Rachel Pocknell
Friends of Farnham Primary School

Tel: 771339

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Please come to the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning on
Friday 26th September in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support.
We would like to welcome you to Old Lane House, Church
Road, between 10.30am and 12.30pm. There will be a raffle
and some delicious cakes to eat and buy.

Christine and Bill Stiles
Tel: 813172

An established fair known for its wide range of quality
antiques, jewellery, Victoriana, coins, china, glass,

pictures, prints and lots more

Admission £1
Refreshments & hot meals available

9.30am - 4.00pm Sun 14th Sep

(signposted off A120 between Puckeridge & B Stortford)

Little Hadham Antiques Fair
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Exceptional standard of accommodation

ETB 4 Diamond Rating with Silver Award

All guest rooms have ensuite facilities

Free WiFi in all rooms

Open All Year

Iain & Selina Rankin
Chimneys

44 Lower Street, Stansted,
Essex   CM24 8LR

Tel: 01279 813388
Email:  info@chimneysguesthouse.co.uk
Web:  www.chimneysguesthouse.co.uk

M A S T E R  B U I L D E R
New Builds & Alterations • Extensions

Loft Conversions • Kitchen & Bathroom Fits
Painting & Decorating • Landscaping

FREE PLANS with every agreed project

Fed up renewing your Felt Roofs?
Why not opt for a Rubber Roof System

• No Joins • No Leaks •
• 50 year Life Expectancy •

EDPM Approved Installer

For a FREE quotation please call
01279 816883 or 07576 753811

Email: fortunemasterbuilder@gmail.com

BISHOP’S STORTFORD
GUTTERING

Now based in Stansted

Repaired • Replaced • Re-jointed
Annual cleaning service Traditional & Vacuum
Fascias – Soffits – Cladding – Bargeboards

Fully Guaranteed – Free Quotation
Over 30 years experience

Freephone: 0800 335 7325
Tel: 01279 647593

Mob: 07855 308001
Email: lenbarker58@btinternet.com
6 Waterside  Stansted  CM24 8BH

Fully qualified local carpenter
with over 25 years experience

Nouvelle Carpentry &
Building

 Extensions
 Kitchens
 Doors & Locks
 Windows
 Bespoke joinery
 Summer Houses
 Decking
 Soundproofing

Fully Insured and
Guaranteed

Nick Whitaker
Tel: 01279 813690

Mob: 07973 330731
nouvelleinteriors@googlemail.com

Blythwood Gardens Stansted

Windows, B i-F o lding Doo r s, Ro o fl ine
& Conserva to r ies

T h e E sta blish ed Loca l Com pany You Can T rust

Righ t P r ice, F ir st T im e

F ree P h one:

Rich a rd S to ckbr idge:
Little H a llingbury:

Rich a rd B anks:
S awbr idgewo r th :

Fitted Furniture Specialist

Tel: 01279 815700
info@edhowleyfbd.co.uk

3A Parsonage Farm, Foresthall Rd, Stansted, Essex, CM24 8TY

Est 1990

Online showroom
www.edhowleyfbd.co.uk

Furniture as individual
as you are!{  }

Bedrooms Studies Media Units Bookcases etc.. .

Also DIY and Trade supplies
& Cutting and machining services available

G J Cox

Tel: Marie 01279 850495

The Wood Yard, Old Mead Rd
Henham CM22 6JG

Farm & Forestry

Tree Surgery
Landscaping

New Lawns Laid

 Locally Grown Turf
 Top Soil
 Garden Mulch
 Seasoned Logs
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Stansted
Cricket

Club

Stansted
Cricket

Club

After 15 rounds of matches, the 1st XI head Division 1 with a
lead of 21 points, having won 12 matches. The 2nd XI lead
Division 5 by 31 points, having also won 12 matches. The
Sunday XI have won three and lost six of their nine matches
to date.  In the annual President’s match on 21st July, SCC
beat the visitors by four wickets in a 40-over match enjoyed
by a good crowd of spectators and former players. On
Sunday 3rd August the Club beat Hatfield Heath by 48 runs in
the Cup semi-final in the morning and then met Matching
Green in the final in the afternoon at Bishop’s Stortford. A
very tight game saw Stansted Cricket Club win by two runs
to lift the HECL Cup for the first time since joining the league
in 1999. Congratulations go to skipper Fred Kirby and to all
who played in the cup matches.

Back: Phil Devoti, Henry Kirby, Josh Monk, Joe Baker, Fred
Kirby (captain), Max Baldock, Matt Cope
Front: Charlie Kirby, Mark Gatland, Ben Baker, Ian Parsons

Individual batting achievements in the last month include C
Kirby (133 no, 113 no, 74), F Kirby (103 no, 51), H Kirby (106
no, 102 no, 67, 64), I Parsons (95 no, 85), M Burgoine (80),
B Sammons (80, 61 no), P Devoti (68), J Monk (53), M
Johnson (53, 51), P Armitage (51), S Peachey (50 no) and J
Subramaniam (50).

In September we have away fixtures on Sundays 7th and 14th

as the ground usage passes to Stansted Football Club on 1st

September. The Club would like to invite anyone interested
in scoring on a regular basis next season to contact the Sec-
retary. Adults wishing to join the Club should contact me;
juniors should contact Head Coach Keith Ayres on 814471.

David Hedge
Hon Secretary

Tel: 812509
Email: dchedge49@gmail.com

The Club is on its summer break at the moment but will be
back for a new term of activities on Thursday 25th

September at 7.00pm.  Look out for a full report on our 40th

anniversary party in the next issue of The Link.

Katharine Collis
Tel: 461270

GARDENING TIPS

It is rare that Mother Nature delivers a hard frost in
September, so opportunities exist for extending the flower-
ing season. Keep deadheading (removing old flowers) of
dahlias, rudbeckias, heleniums and asters to keep the dis-
play going through until frosts arrive. If you
have bedding displays that require refresh-
ing, planting autumn flowering cyclamen
along with winter pansies under planted
with daffodils will see you through with
good colour in mild winter spells, before the
daffodils explode into life in early spring. It is time for reno-
vating the lawn, so if you have lots of dead material
(thatch), moss and weeds, then follow the six point renova-
tion plan:

        1. Mow the grass collecting clippings
2. Rake or scarify out moss, weeds and thatch
3. Mow the grass again collecting the clippings, this

will pick up plants lifted by the rake/scarify process.
4. Spike the lawn with a fork (to at least 8-10cm) or

tined aerator (hollow or solid), this encourages air
into the soil profile

5. Feed the lawn with a low nitrogen autumn lawn
fertiliser (not a spring or summer fertiliser)

6. Top dress patchy areas with seed, sown typically at
around 35g per square metre, cover the seed very
lightly with some fine loam or topsoil. You can even
cover with some fine netting or germination sheet
for 4-6 days to encourage speedy establishment.

It is the last advisable time for trimming hedges of horn-
beam, beech, cypress, box, privet and thuja. Don't clip back
into the old wood of leyland cypress hedges. Spring cab-
bages and next year's onions can be planted for growing
over winter. Pick early varieties of apples off the tree and in
most cases they do not store well, so eat them straight
away. Towards the end of the month lift and bring in any
tender plants for overwintering.

Paul the Gardener

STORT INTERFAITH QUIZ

Saturday 20th September, 7.00pm for 7.30pm in St John’s
Church Hall. Refreshments and Raffle. Please bring your
own drink and glasses. Tickets £9; please book in advance
from David Morson, Quiz Master, on 850209.

CAMMAS HALL FRUIT FARM
Pick Your Own & Ready Picked

Open June-end September 9am - 6pm daily
EXCEPT Mondays unless a Bank Holiday
We accept Credit Cards* Min £10 spend applies

 Seasonal Farm Shop  ~  Children’s Play Area
Tea Barn~ Fresh Coffee & Homemade Food

Tel: 01279 718777
www.chff.co.uk

HuwJohnson
Club
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STANSTED  MOUNTFITCHET
SOCIAL CLUB

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

Why wait? Apply now!
Membership forms from the club in Lower Street

Tel 01279 812992

  DRINKS AT LOW PRICES

 Children’s Room
 Dropdown TV
 3 Full Size Snooker Tables
 Darts and Pool
 Gaming machines
 Jukebox & Live Entertainment
 Raffles and Bingo

Make new friends in a warm and relaxed atmosphere

Essex’s Premier 9 Hole Golf Course
 3 Hole Beginners’ Academy Course
 Family Orientated Teaching Academy
 Excellent Heated Floodlit Driving Range
 Newly Refurbished Café Bar & Lounge Area
 Fully Equipped Gym & Fitness Classes
 Children’s Golf Parties
New Function Room for Weddings,

Parties and Society Days

Tel: 01279 812865
info@elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk
www.elsenhamgolfandleisure.co.uk

Dog Walking & Domestic Pet Care

Prices, Services & References available online at: www.debsdogs.co.uk

Call me for a chat

Deborah Hibbert

M: 07842 125503  H: 01279 647309

Sleep Overs

Home Visits / Vet Visits
General Everyday Care From Someone Local You Can Trust!

~ I CAN SOLVE YOUR PET CARE PROBLEMS ~
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STANSTED FOOTBALL CLUB

The new season is now well under way with both the first and
second XI being involved in competitive league and cup fix-
tures. Our team managers are both looking at all players to
assess their individual performances in the games played as
both teams have a long season ahead, therefore squad rota-
tion is important as player availability will always arise, mean-
ing that our squads need to be ready. With the first batch of
home games now scheduled to be played at Hargrave Park,
the ground has never looked so good. The pitch has had a lot
of time and money spent on it; seeding and fertilising the
areas that will get the most wear and tear and, along with the
support of the ground staff from the Cricket Club, we are con-
fident that the playing surface will support the playing style
the team managers are trying to adopt. Can I say also a big
thanks to the Sports Association who have assisted us in clear-
ing the areas around the perimeter of the pitch which I know
has been an unsightly mess for our neighbours over the past
years.

Please note below the home fixtures in September;  we would
appreciate plenty of local support if possible and remember
the second XI games are free entry for all, and with the Club-
house open after the game you can still catch up with all the
Premiership and Football League results.

6th  Stansted 2nd X1 v Southend Manor - League Fixture
13th Stansted 2nd X1 v Redbridge - League Fixture
20th  Stansted 1st X1  v Greenhouse London - League Fixture
27th  Stansted 2nd X1 v East Thurrock - League Fixture

Tom Williams
Secretary

Tel: 07921 403842

www.musicatstansted.co.uk

Our new season gets under way on Saturday 11th October at
7.30pm in St John's Church, when pianist, Erdem  Misirlioglu,

will be giving a recital of music by
Beethoven, Brahms, Chopin and Debussy.
Erdem is a former winner of the prestigious
BBC Young Musician of the Year contest and
a recent press report on his playing
described him thus, “... still only 24, he has a
beguiling mixture of youthfulness and matu-

rity and an  assured technique that eschews bravura and
strikes at the core of  the music ...”.  We look forward to hear-
ing him play. Tickets, adults £15, from  Absolute Travel, Chapel
Hill; Nockolds Solicitors, Bishop’s Stortford;   Sonia Levy, 31
Chapel Hill tel 815282; or at the door.

There is still time to join or renew memberships.  Season
ticket prices (for four concerts) are:  individual £40, conces-
sions £36. We are continuing our policy of encouraging a
younger audience by offering free entry to under 18s. Send a
cheque payable to Music at Stansted, together with a note of
your name(s), address, telephone number to: The Member-
ship Secretary, c/o 25 Chantry Road, Bishop's   Stortford CM23
2SD. Check out our website for general    information, or if you
have a specific enquiry please email:
contactus@musicatstansted.co.uk.

Alan Corbishley

MOUNTFITCHET HOUSE CARE HOME

Situated on the corner of Coltsfield and High Lane, Care
UK is pleased to announce the opening of Mountfitchet
House, a new 60-bedded care home on 6th October.
Featuring its very own vintage-themed cinema,
hairdressing salon and coffee shop, the care home will
provide a range of quality care services for older people,
including residential, nursing and specialist dementia
care, as well as short term respite, palliative, and sensitive
end of life care.  Allison Squires takes on the role as home
manager, with responsibility for the day to day running.
With a career in the health and social care industry span-
ning more than 30 years, Allison is a qualified nurse who
has built up specialist experience caring for people living
with dementia. She will work closely with the newly
appointed senior level team.  I am joining the team to
provide the all-important link between prospective resi-
dents, their friends and families and the home;  I will also
act as the lynchpin between the home and the local com-
munity.

Carrie Pilgrim, clinical lead, with an impressive nursing
background, will manage a first class team of nursing staff
and be responsible for all aspects of clinical care. Khalid
Amrone joins as head chef and will run the kitchen with a
remit to ensure all residents have the option of a healthy
balanced diet, utilising a wide range of fresh ingredients.
Also key to the smooth running of the home are Business
Administrator Kaz Farrant, Head of Maintenance Gerald
Jones, and Head Housekeeper Paula Jones.  Visitors are
more than welcome to take a look around a show suite,
with viewings available by appointment.  For more
information, please contact me.

Experiencing Dementia 2nd September 11.00 am-12 noon
This is a free presentation at Mountfitchet House for
carers and loved ones of those with dementia, given by a
Care UK trainer in dementia. All are welcome. Please let
me know if you would like to attend.

Sharon Butler
Customer Relations Manager

Tel: 07435 750377
Email: sharon.butler@careuk.com.

GRANTA CHORALE AT LITTLEBURY
On Saturday 4th October at 7.30pm, there is a concert fea-
turing Granta Chorale, at Holy Trinity Church, Littlebury.
Tickets £10 (£3 under 18s) from Saffron Walden Tourist
Information Centre, or email:
tickets@grantachorale.org.uk or call 01440 783157.

In aid of church funds.



GILLSON CARPENTRY & JOINERY
 First & second fix carpentry
 Site & bench joinery
 Extensions & building projects
 Kitchens
 Wooden flooring
 Decking design & construction
 No job too big or too small

Office    01279 812101
Mobile  07525 061661

Email:  gillsoncarpentry@btinternet.com
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Mobile:    07900 931 910
Workshop: 01279 647 878

Still Manufacturing &
Remodelling

Bespoke Jewellery
Old Gold Bought for Cash

JOHN             WILSONVillage Antique Clock Repair
&

Sympathetic Restoration Services
NAWCC and AHS member since 1975

Knives & Tools Sharpened  •  Quality Clocks Bought & Sold

 G. Cox     Tel  07595 180 138

gcoxuk@gmail.com

Airport Transfers
Theatre Nights

Restaurants
Ring 07973 635143

Peter Isherwood

pete.isherwood@idrivercars.co.uk

Heathrow, Gatwick, City
& Luton Airports

Alan Smith  01279 279 012
50 Sunnyside  07771 881 042
Stansted  sdsinstallations@hotmail.com
Essex CM24 8AX  www.sdsinstallations.com

SDS INSTALLATIONS LTD
Aerial and Satellite Services

Foreign Satellite Systems - CCTV -  Extra TV Points
Sky Link Ups - Phone Points - Home Signal Distribution

Wall Mounted Plasma / LCD Screens
Cables Supplied and Hidden

LOCAL  GLAZIERS
With over  35 years  in the  glazing industry

Broken windows & doors replaced same day
Hinges & handles fitted
Catflaps fitted
Made to measure splashbacks & mirrors
Roof panes & conservatory panes  replaced
And much more...

01279 739131
w: www.aaranglass.co.uk   e: info@aaranglass.co.uk

FAMILY NEWS (LONDIS)
13 Chapel Hill, Stansted CM24 8AB

Foreign Language Newspapers and Magazines
(Irish, Spanish, Polish, German, Italian etc) also available

Wide variety of greeting cards, sweets, drinks & confectionary
We deliver 7 days a week

OPEN: Mon - Sat 5.30am - 5.30pm; Sun 5.30am - 1.30pm

Herts & Essex Window Doctor
Friendly Family-Run Business

 All Windows and Doors
 Locks, Hinges & Handles
 Glasses

Call Nigel on 01279 816324 or 07769 274610
Freephone 0800 999 2272
Email: nijillpark@aol.com

Repairs to Double Glazing

Friendly & Reliable Service
Executive Cars at competitive rates

Tel: 01279 870231
Mob: 07760 754935

or 07802 734518

AIRPORTS – STATIONS – WEDDINGS – PARCEL SERVICE
ANY DISTANCE – ANY TIME

VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
Email: j.and.r.cars@btinternet.com

Quotations: 07803 100321 terry-conway@o2.co.uk
www.conwaychauffeurdrivestansted.co.uk

Make it even more memorable and travel safely and in style
in the latest 2014 Mercedes E-class

Conway Chauffeur Drive (Stansted)
Private Hire Chauffeur Company

Going somewhere special?
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GUESS WHO I AM

I was born in Suffolk, the youngest of a large family and had
a very happy, carefree childhood.  I went to the village pri-
mary school before going on to the local secondary modern.

My first job after leaving school at 16 years old was at a
boys boarding school in Bury St Edmunds.  It was the start of
a career spent mostly working with children, which took me
to lots of different places including Italy and Monaco.  I first
came to Stansted as an 18 year old for a two year appren-
ticeship in childcare based in the village, going to Cambridge
Technical College two days a week.  Although I didn’t realise
it at the time, it was on this first visit to Stansted that I met
my future husband.  After three years here I left to work
mostly abroad spending nine years in Monaco, which I really
enjoyed.

I finally settled in Stansted 31 years ago when I married.
Soon after moving in to our first home together I went for
an interview for a ground hostess’ job at the airport where I
gave my parents as ‘next of kin’ - temporarily forgetting that
I now had a husband.  I didn’t get the job!  I’m now retired
and value the time I spend with my two children and two
grandchildren.  I’m a keen sportswoman who loves making
and growing things and enjoys fundraising.  In the past I’ve
raised a substantial amount of money for a national charity,
and continue to raise funds for a local organisation. (My cof-
fee mornings are usually quite popular!)

Claim To Fame: I once took my mother to have tea with the
Queen. Guess who I am.

BOUNCY PICNIC

Despite a heavy shower on the morning of the Bouncy
Picnic, during the event the weather stayed dry and mostly
sunny, and once again a large number of Stansted children
enjoyed bouncing on the 'castles' and scrambling on the
inflatable obstacle courses and slides.  Lots of hotdogs and
drinks were served, and chasing and reclaiming balloons was
a popular pastime for both adults and children as there was
a welcome breeze on the Recreation Ground which kept
everyone from getting too hot. We are extremely grateful to
all the parents, grandparents, friends and all volunteers who
supervised inflatables, gave out balloons and served hotdogs
– without their invaluable help the Bouncy Picnic would not
be possible.

This community event was organised by Stansted Family
Café, and sponsored by Stansted Family Church.  More info
about the café can be found at www.stanstedfamilycafe.org.

Ros Page
Tel: 810813

Email: contactstanfam@yahoo.com

BISHOP’S STORTFORD
BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION

The honey season is now effectively over, and beekeepers
are getting their colonies ready for winter. Coincidentally,
the survival figures for Britain’s bees for last winter have
now been published, and show some encouraging news.
Nationally, the figures show that the loss of bee colonies has
reduced to 9.6% nationally from the previous year’s figure
(2012/13) of 33.8%. The figure for East Anglia is down to
7.9%. This is good news, but you can imagine what an outcry
there would be if there was an announcement that our
chicken flock or beef herd had reduced by 10%, so there is a
lot of work still to do. Huge efforts are being made by local
beekeeping associations to introduce people to beekeeping,
and membership of the British Beekeeping Association has
more than doubled since 2007 to 24,000 members. Forage
availability is improving with the Government’s National Pol-
lination Strategy, and hedgerows and borders around fields
are being set aside for wild insects. Locally we have received
requests from local farmers to site hives in their fields. Also,
there are very simple things that beekeepers can do to pro-
tect their bees, such as getting to know local farmers so that
if and when they spray insecticides, they tell the local bee-
keeper who can close the hive entrance for the day and con-
fine the bees to barracks -  we must all play our part. As we
go into winter the major threat to bees is still the varroa
mite, and, at the moment, there are few alternatives to
treating with chemicals such as thymol (Thyme Oil ), but as
more people keep bees and the strongest colonies survive,
Darwin’s theory may develop bees which are resistant to the
mite – let’s hope it works.

John Dockerill
Email: training@stortfordbees.org.uk

Every Wed and Fri 9.30am – 12.30pm Stansted Free Church
Our free Wednesday and Friday drop-in is very popular, with
Art for All on some Wednesdays and Fridays, and storytime
on the third Friday of each month.  Free refreshments and
wifi, good company, space for the children to run around,
plus a quiet area away from the children with comfy seating.
Come and join us at the Stansted Free Church at the bottom
of Chapel Hill, near Millway – all ages are welcome. For
more information telephone Marion and Mike on 814059.

GUESS WHO I AM ANSWER

Sandra Ayres (the 'Jam' lady)



32

Brown’s Painting & Decorating

All sized jobs considered
 Please call Simon for a quote

01279 813075 or 07813 086763
simon@simonbrown8.orangehome.co.uk

Stansted based

Lesley Anne
Interior & Exterior

 From one room to complete house
 Competitive rates and references
 Free Estimates & Advice

Tel: 01279 817055 or 07973 364394
Email: lesleyprowse@aol.com

 Pain Decora

mwr interiors

Tel: Matthew 07941 293365 Stansted 01279 899846

Specialists in Painting and Decorating

High Quality Painting Service

We offer basic painting and decorating through to
specialist finishes, furniture painting and colour mixing.
We also have a large portfolio of heritage work
sympathetic to older buildings.

Fully Qualified, 20 years experience

DAVID DUNCAN DECORATING SERVICES

 All aspects of Decorating
 Interior & Exterior
 All types of Paperhanging

 Please tel:  07956 563 943
Email: duncan_dj@hotmail.com

All work guaranteed to a high standard
Public Liability Insurance
Over 30 years’ experience

T. F. PLASTERING

 Re-skimming
 Coving
 Rendering
 Pebble Dashing
 Floor Screeding

Over 15 yrs experience. High standard of work. Fully insured.
For a free estimate call Terry

Home 01279 416311 Mobile 07738 278036

All aspects undertaken including:
Perfect Plastering

Services
 All Aspects Undertaken
 Clean, Reliable Service
 Free Estimates

 Matt Freeman
Tel 01279 814089 Mob 07793 887198

mfreemanperfectplastering@gmail.com

Professional Painting
And Decorating Services
With many years
Experience.

Our services cover:

 Internal Decorating   External Painting
 Slate & tile sealing + maintenance
 References available
 Wood floor lacquering
 Free detailed quotations available

 Call... Office: 01279 817282
Andy Richardson  Mobile: 07980 439924

email: adadecorating@googlemail.com

CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVES
www.chimneysweepandstoves.co.uk

Have your Woodburning Stove repaired and renovated:
 Replacement of fire rope, firebricks and cement
 Glass cleaning and replacement if damaged
 Exterior re-blackening
 General inspection for safety

Call Bob Gliddon on 07552 238536
Email:  bobgliddon@hotmail.com

Facebook: Bob the sweep
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The hot summer weather continued during the early days of
August, although the heat was tempered by breezes and
periods of overcast or cloudy skies. There were signs herald-
ing the not too distant approach of autumn.  Swifts which
had flown over Stansted all summer had departed by the
end of July and squirrels were attacking hazelnut trees and
coconut trees in gardens. They break open the nuts when
they are still unripe and always seem to know which are the
'dud' ones which they discard unopened. Birds continued to
raise late broods of young.  Juvenile blackbirds were every-
where, also young fledgling robins without their red breasts.
Blackberries started to ripen and in some places wild plums
were ripe enough to pick. It is a good year generally for
hedgerow fruit: blackberries, sloes, plums and hips.

There were numbers of butterflies too
during this time. Gatekeepers, also known
as hedge browns, could be seen flitting
along hedges and near brambles.  This
butterfly has a dark eyespot on each
orange and brown forewing. Green-
veined whites were also flying about.
They belong to the same family as the
small and large 'cabbage' whites but,
unlike them, they do not lay their eggs on
cultivated brassicas, only on members of
the cabbage family growing in the wild.
The undersides of their wings are deli-

cately veined with greenish-black lines. Small tortoiseshells
were also to be seen. Both this and the green-veined white
produce two generations of butterfly, the first in June and
the second in August. The ‘big butterfly count' took place
from 20th July to 11th August. It will be interesting to see
what emerges from this survey as many butterflies that
were common 30 years ago are now in decline. Of the spe-
cies mentioned above, the small tortoiseshell has declined
most in numbers (a decrease of 59% 1976-2008), possibly
contributed to by a new parasite Sturmia bella.

Rosina Kirkwood

Investigators is a group for children which meets most
Fridays 6.15pm-7.45pm at the Free Church Hall, (near
Millway) for a lively mixture of games, Bible stories, creative
activities, fun challenges and more!  Our sessions are mostly
suitable for children aged 7-10 years but there is some flexi-
bility for confident 5/6 year-olds who want to join us, espe-
cially siblings. All leaders are CRB-checked, safeguarding-
trained, and experienced in working with children. There is
no cost to parents/carers for children attending. There will
be some spaces available in the new term, so if you would
like more information, or your son or daughter would like to
come and try a session when we re-start in September,
please contact me. For Investigators dates please go to:
www.stanstedfamilychurch.com/whats-on

Ros Page
Email: rospagemusic@yahoo.com

www.eastonlodge.co.uk

Our 2015 calendar will be on sale both at the open day and
via the website - this year we are featuring historic photo-
graphs of the gardens in years gone by (such as the photo
below) and at only £5 they make fabulous Christmas
presents for those of you thinking ahead.

Now Strike Archery will be joining us for our open day on
Sunday 21st September and inviting visitors to ‘Have a go
with a longbow’; at only £3.00 for six arrows it’s great value
and great fun for all the family.  Visitors over 16 will also be
able to enter the Italian Garden and see the work that has
been done close up; there are certain conditions to entry
which can be found on the website.  The whole garden is
looking fabulous and the Trustees are hugely grateful to the
owners of Warwick House who allow visitors access to their
area of the gardens which they maintain without any assist-
ance from the Trust’s volunteers. There are guided tours at
1.00pm and 3.00pm which cover all aspects of the garden's
history, and there will be a selection of craft stalls on site as
well as the return of our fabulous plant stall.  For children
there will be a range of craft and nature activities available
and there is plenty of space to run around, not to mention
croquet on the lawn.  Hot food will be on sale until 2.00pm
including bacon rolls and sausage baps; hot and cold drinks
and homemade cakes will be available until 4.30pm. Gates
open at 11.30am and the gardens close at 5.00pm with last
entry at 4.00pm.  Entrance is only £3.50 for adults and chil-
dren come in free of charge making it a very affordable day
out, especially for families.  Dog lovers are reminded that
their pets are more than welcome as long as they are kept
on a lead. If you need further information then please con-
tact me or visit our website.

Helen Carter
Tel: 01371 876979

Email: enquiries@eastonlodge.co.uk

HARGRAVE HOUSE SUMMER FETE
Saturday 13th September 2.00pm-4.00pm.  Bottle stall, tom-
bola, cake stall, raffle, bouncy castle, cream teas, barbecue,
face painting and much more. Entry only 20p.

Hayley Wright
Tel: 817272
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STANSTED GAS SERVICES
07956 855328  01279 817581

STEVE KING

Servicing, Breakdown and Repair to
Gas Central Heating and appliances.

Installation of Bathrooms and Showers
Gas Safe Registered. Ex - British Gas

JONES & CO

Plumbing and Heating Engineers
Installation and Maintenance

Boiler and Cylinder Replacements
Bathrooms ~ Gas and Oil Services

Please contact David Jones
Tel 01279 815877 Mobile 07860 213760

Email djonesco@talktalk.net

.

Stansted Electric
From fitting a light ……  to a complete rewire

Partial or Full Domestic Electrical Inspections.
Replacement Fuse Boxes. Handyman Services.
Cookers, Hobs, Ovens and Showers installed.

For a Free Estimate
Phone Jim on 07921 908214

Telephone: 01279 816399
Email: enquiries@stanstedelectric.co.uk

heating and plumbing engineer

www.ks-group.org   Email: info@ks-group.org
Mob: 07810 876951  Tel: 01279 817011

KS Group Services include:
Boiler Service/Installation ~ Landlord Certificates

Plumbing ~ Bathrooms ~ Gas Appliance Servicing
Saniflo Installation ~ Power Flushing

Leaks ~ Bursts ~ Blockages

537856
REGISTER

NEWMAN’S

Plumbing • Heating • Electrical

Tel/Fax: 01279 814437    Mobile: 07831 233681

Kitchens • Cloakrooms • Bathrooms • Showers

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS Est 1984

All Electrical Installations
Electrical Inspection, Testing & Certification

of fixed wiring & portable appliances
NICEIC APPROVED.  ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE
Tel: 01279 771510 or 01279 652588
info@alburyelectricalservices.co.uk
www.alburyelectricalservices.co.uk

ALBURY ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Plumbing & Heating

in partnership with

Local, reliable and friendly plumbing firm
Phillip Knight  07985 640650
Luke Johnson  07845 315953

www.ljohnsonplumbing.com

Carpet Fitter

Ken Cabourn
Tel: 01279 815122
Mob: 07799 146181

Carpets & Soft Flooring

For a quotation please call
EST. 1969

CARPETS ~ VINYL FLOORING ~ CURTAINS
CURTAIN FABRICS

ROLLER ~ VERTICAL ~ VENETIAN BLINDS
FREE ESTIMATES ~ PROMPT SERVICE

Call Peter on 01279-812019
E-mail: peter@stanstedcarpets.com

www.stanstedcarpets.com
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STANSTED EVENING
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Firstly I would like to thank all those who supported our
strawberry tea last month which we held in aid of Breast
Cancer Care, raising the magnificent sum of £500 for this
charity as well as having a really lovely afternoon. We hope
to repeat this another time for a different cause.

Our speaker last month was another vicar, the Rev’d John
Robinson, who says he is sometimes confused with our last
month’s speaker, Rev’d Keith Lovell and knows him quite
well. This vicar entertained us in splendid style with his
accordion and talk entitled ‘Melodies and Memories from
WW1.’ Some of the musical scores he uses are 100 years
old, though sadly he lost some originals in a recent house
fire. His entertainment began with ‘Just a Song at Twilight'
reminding many of us of our grandparents or parents sing-
ing when we were children. Lots of old favourites followed
and at his invitation two members did get up and dance!
Strange to think that the announcement of the outbreak of
war in 1914 was made by telegram placed in the Post Office
window. So many young men joined up eagerly because
food was short, work scarce and there was a prospect of
new clothing, and perhaps seeing the world. Conscriptions
didn’t come along until 1916, when maybe the realities of
war were then known. We rounded off the evening joining
in songs from his song sheets;  it was a really lovely evening
with a gentleman who has recently celebrated his 60th

wedding anniversary and who drove all the way from
Thorpe-le-Soken to be with us.

We are looking forward to having some cookery classes
shortly with Julie Beck in the Day Centre, featuring Italian
and French cookery and cake making – yes, there are some
WI members who want to learn even more about cooking!
Our September meeting is on 11th at 7.45pm in the Day
Centre – Members Day – speaker a surprise!

Judy Colliver
 President

Tel: 812470
Email: judycolliver@uwclub.net

On a beautiful sunny Wednesday afternoon many people
came out in force to support our annual summer Afternoon
Cream Tea outside the Windmill. We had delicious home-
made scones with cream and homemade jams and a variety
of lovely delectable cakes. It was very well supported and
we served many cups of tea, coffee and cold drinks.

Also outside the Mill we had a ‘Bric-à-Brac’ stall and there
were many bargains to be had. For a small donation a tour
of the Mill was appreciated by adults and children alike.
Preparations for the Bank Holiday Fete on 25th August are
well under way for which help from volunteers is always
welcome. A note for your diary: Friday 17th October is our
next big event - a ‘Flog It’ evening in the Day Centre.  The
Mill is open on Sunday 7th September 1.30pm-5.30pm.

Molly Clarke
Co-Trustee

Tel: 816768

SKYWATCH
Well the latest news is that the outer planet Neptune has
got a new moon. Well it is not really a new moon - in fact it
has been there for a good few million years - but it’s new to
us as we have only recently found it. Nevertheless, it’s good
to know. There is also something about the Sun: it has a tail;
not only that, it wags in the shape of a lucky clover - yes
really! In fact the Sun is all gas (but not gaiters) and is a ball
that we could walk through. Now we move to something
which sounds rather more in the realm of the extreme. The
question of where we have come from (I am not talking
Mummy and Daddy and a special kiss). No, this is the proba-
bility that the basic elements of life, and whether those ele-
ments could possibly come from elsewhere in the Universe.
The thinking has come from Earth-born crystals which are
thought to carry what might be DNA. It is a fairly new and
difficult science because we are dealing with such tiny
amounts (and possibly having to keep and isolate them). It is
a new line of possibilities that might change our view of the
Universe and of us. All this leads to a vast area of new think-
ing and an even greater question of who are we and from
where. Next month, if it all goes well, there could be some
answers, if not, I’ll find something else.

Martin West
Mooncraft Productions

Tel: 813514
Email: mdw@moon-craft.co.uk

Full Colour ads on the covers start from as little as
£400 per year.

Black and white (with spot colour) ads on the
inside pages start from £140 for the whole year!

We look forward to hearing from you!

     STANSTED
MOUNTFITCHET
     WINDMILL
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A.C.WRIGHT
B U I L D I N G  C O N T R A C T O R S

Orchard House, 5 Brewery Lane
Stansted, Essex CM24 8LB
Tel. Bishop’s Stortford (01279) 815759
Fax. (01279) 812484
Mobile 07974 989938

M. 07540 145413   t. 01279 814097
e. mark@uniqueconstructionlimited.co.uk

• Complete Building Services • Reactive Maintenance • Build Project Works
• Painting & Decorating • M&E Services • Bespoke Projects  • Carpentry Services

www.uniqueconstructionlimited.co.uk

UNIQUE CONSTRUCTION

LIMITED

Bishop’s Stortford  01279 654555
Edmonton  0208 807 3712

Tel 01279 812792

No Job Too Small!
Free Estimates

8 Mill Close, Elsenham

 All Aspects of Drainage Work
 No Call Out fee
 24hr Emergency Service
 Senior Citizen Discounts
 All Work Guaranteed

Call Free: 0800 955 2111   Mobile: 07956 843 289
Email: info@rodingsdrainage.com

www.rodingsdrainage.com

CLIFFORD BUILDING
SERVICES

 Honest and Reliable

 Over 30 years’ Experience

All Building Work Undertaken

Call Tom on 07526 824777

CALL 0776 4949189

New builds, extensions
conversions, kitchens

bathrooms, summer houses
outbuildings, patios, decking

and driveways

Est. 2001

Welding & Fabrication of Gates, Railings and
other Metalwork for Domestic & Industrial Purposes

Unit 2A Wrights Yard, Top Road,
Wimbish Green, Nr Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2XJ

Telephone: 07968 168 434

WOODSIDE BUILDERS LTD

K.A.HOWARD

Extensions ~ Refurbs
All Building Work Undertaken

S.E.PURSE

Tel: Keith 07709 313147 or Steve 07771 617208
Email: stephenpurse08@aol.com

All building works undertaken
including patios, fencing,
decorating, tiling, roofing,

extensions, kitchens, bathrooms

CHURCHILL GENERAL BUILDERS

Free estimates contact Duncan on
01799 543150 or 07792 254508

Corner Cottage Vicarage Lane Ugley CM22 6HU

ATTENTIVE •  COURTEOUS •  RELIABLE

30 years experience in the building trade

Call Steve Lambert for a reliable & local service

Qualified & Insured    No job too small

01279 814716          07712619508

srlambert41@googlemail.com

GARDEN & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

www.lambertbuildingservices.co.uk
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STORT VALLEY ROTARY
www.stortvalleyrotary.com

Again this year we are taking a break from our regular
weekly meetings in August in favour of a number of strictly
social activities, including a guided tour of the Henry
Moore Foundation followed by lunch, and a couple of dif-
ferently themed garden parties.  Our first outing was a
stroll along the Cam at Grantchester followed by tea in The
Orchard.  As 4th August was the centenary of Britain
declaring war on Germany, associations between the
Great War and the poet Rupert Brooke with his love of the
Orchard and Cam could not be missed.  We were therefore
pleased as some of our more literate members read a
selection of his poems during the stroll.  The picture shows
Peter Blascos reading Brooke’s ‘The Soldier’ with members
in attentive contemplation outside the Old Vicarage with
Brooke’s statue.

We will continue to support our active, hands-on projects
such as the Life Education Project, which has now reached
over 1,000 first school children, receiving fulsome compli-
ments from the school teachers.  Re-bookings have been
made for next year and more schools are due to be visited
for the first time next term.  The Portland Contact Centre
continues to be well used and the Food Bank is now opera-
ting on a sustainable basis with help coming from several
local organisations. Stort Valley Rotary meets on Tuesdays,
7.00pm for 7.30pm at the Lemon Tree Restaurant,
Bishop’s Stortford to enjoy convivial activity whilst learning
more about our community and our world.  We support a
range of good causes and anyone wishing to be involved
please contact me or visit our website.

Peter Latham
Tel: 507294

Email: yp.latham@uwclub.net

    STANSTED IS WELL READ
Our next meeting is on 16th September 8.00 pm in the
Dog and Duck.  As we did not meet in August we
will be discussing two books - Two Caravans by
Marina Lewycka and Toast by Nigel Slater.  Copies
of both have been put aside for us in the Stansted
Library.  Our October meeting is on Tuesday 14th,
at the Dog and Duck, when we will be reading The
Little Friend by Sarah Walters. All welcome. For
more details contact me.

Victoria Jannetta North
Email:  vnorth63@gmail.com

Our August meeting was well attended again even though we
are now in the full summer holiday season.  At all meetings
we tell everyone which businesses within the forum we have
used.  This is working well and if we are looking for a business
or service then members of the forum are our first stop. One
of our speakers was Kim Wallis who talked about the local
networking magazine and how local businesses could benefit
from writing an editorial to help advertise their businesses.
Simon Jackson, Economic Development Officer at Uttlesford
District Council, talked about the support and advice available
for business owners across Uttlesford. One area of interest
was of course the flooding that happened in Lower Street as
well as issues that members have had with displaying their
services on A Boards.   We will be putting all the important
information for members on our website.  We also had an
interesting talk with one of our members Darran Chopping of
Chogou Limited who explained some of the issues he had had
with signage for his business.  Andrew Blatt, myself (Iris Evans
as local councillor) and Peter James explained how we had
been involved in helping to support Darran at various stages.
Peter reiterated how important it was to have the link
between the business forum and local councillors to help
members, which he thought was quite unique. We are now
moving on to the publication of our Autumn directory which
will be distributed throughout Stansted and has really helped
to advertise businesses and services that members of the
forum can offer.  So look out for that and make sure that you
remember our 'Think Local, Buy Local' campaign to support
our local businesses. The next meeting is at 7.30am on Friday
5th September at Linden House.  If you would like to join the
Stansted Business Forum or would like some more informa-
tion about what we do, please contact Peter James at
Murdochs  Property Shop telephone 813318.

Iris Evans
Treasurer

Club Friendlies - bowling well with very good results.
Seniors’  League & North West Essex League – as this goes to
print these games will have finished  and we await the results.
Charles Wilson - Club Competition – very close game, and the
winner was John Scraggs.
Ladies’ Friendlies - awaiting final results.
Ladies’ Monday Night League - well played to all the ladies.
Internal Club Competitions - well fought games taking place,
culminating at times in 31 ends being played – very
tough on the markers!!  Carry on the great bowling.
Diary Dates:
Saturday 13th September - Finals Day from 10.00am
Saturday 22nd November - Club Dinner & Presentation
Evening (menus to be circulated)
Friday 28th November - Club AGM 7.45pm
Please feel free to call in should you wish to see us in action! -
you will be made very welcome.

Doreen Scraggs, Hon Secretary
Tel: 815036 or 07812 483178

Email: doreenscraggs@talktalk.net
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Tel  01279 817739

Mobile  07778 049063

CALL FOR HELP IN YOUR GARDEN

STEVE HALL

GARDEN SERVICES

Gill Owen Gardening Services
Most Aspects of Garden Work

 Grass Cutting
  Pressure Washing

Any tasks considered –  try me!

No job too small - call me today
GILL OWEN : 07903 375225 or 01279 814616

STADIUM TURF SUPPLY

Tree Surgery and Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Seasoned Logs supplied
Garden Clearance

At Uppercut Trees we pride ourselves on our local professional
service. We deliver high standards of work in all aspects of tree and
hedge care, from aesthetics to safety, conservation and ecology.
Please contact us for advice or a free no-obligation quotation today!

Mobile 07703 308232 Office 01279 812553
www.uppercuttrees.co.uk

Uppercut Trees

* Qualified
* Insured
* Council Approved
* All Aspects of Tree work Undertaken
* All works completed to BS3998

N W Brown Landscapes
All aspects of landscaping undertaken including
fencing, paving, turfing, pruning & hedge cutting

Nigel Brown
07917 611945  / 01279 507255

Registered waste carrier

Bareham Overy Partnership
RIBA Chartered Architects

01279 816040   www.barehamovery.co.uk
 The Forge, Stansted CM24 8UE

 Residential
 Industrial
 Interior Design
 Project Management
 Planning & Building Regulation Applications

Turn ideas into reality .....

 Leisure
 Commercial
 Space Planning

Mike Hibbs & Sebastian Walsh
53 High Street  Saffron Walden  Essex  CB10 1AR

Telephone 01799 523660
Fax 01799 520651

Email: office@hibbsandwalsh.co.uk
 Website: www.hibbsandwalsh.co.uk

website: www.thesecretgardener.net
email: thesecretgardeneressex@gmail.com

GARDEN DESIGN
CONSTRUCTION
MAINTENANCE

Friendly service...
No job too large or too small

Call Scott on 07968 121 016
for a free consultation

References available.   Fully insured.

Innovative Architectural Designs
specialize in residential extensions, conversions,

refurbishments & layout design

www.dsdesigns.eu m
ob
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MEN BEHIND THE NAME

My Dad, Leslie Childs, was the eldest of three boys.  He was
born in Durrels Wood (demolished to make way for the
M11) before the family moved to one of the cottages oppo-
site The Rose and Crown pub in Bentfield End, then onto
Priory Drive. He started work at Rochfords Nurseries straight
after leaving school, at the age of 14.  He went off to do
National Service as a tank and lorry driver in Egypt.

On his return he carried on where he left off, becoming
Head Rearer looking after tomatoes and cucumbers from
seed until they were ready to pick. Cucumbers were tricky
to grow to a marketable shape.  Dad used to tie a piece of
string to each cucumber with a stone on the other end - just
the right weight so that the cucumber grew straight and not
like a banana! In 1952 Leslie married Maureen, who came
from Thaxted, at St Mary's Church in Stansted and they
started their married life in Rochfords Cottages.  I was born
in 1956 and followed in Dad’s footsteps by becoming a keen
gardener with a love of flowers and my own greenhouse.  I
spent many a happy hour going to work with Dad to stoke
the boilers - a thing of the past now - health and safety and
all that!! I also helped him strip the greenhouses when the
tomatoes had finished and he gave me five shillings a green-
house (25p)! I thought that was a lot of money.  When Mr
Cawkell retired and the nurseries were taken over Dad
spent the rest of his working life in a bacon factory, first in
Stoney Common and then in Newmarket until he retired at
the age of 65.

Dad loved all sport espe-
cially football and played for
Stansted in the late 40s and
early 50s - there is a photo
of him at Stansted FC,
48/49 season.  He was a
keen Arsenal fan, so on his
80th birthday I arranged a
stadium tour of Arsenal’s
new ground, led by Kenny
Sansom.  Mum, my son
Liam and I went too. This
photo shows Dad at the
New Wembley stadium on
another tour with me.

However, Dad's greatest love was defi-
nitely gardening.  He always main-
tained that if you were a good
gardener you had something to eat all
year round. I am so proud that my Dad
had a road named after him.  It is an
honour and recognition for the long
hours and years Dad spent working at
Rochfords Nurseries.

Valerie Clark

www.mountfitchetgardenclub.co.uk

August Meeting
The second of the Club's evening visits was to the lovely gar-
den at St Helen's in Stebbing.  Once again our visit was
blessed with a balmy summer evening so members could
enjoy wandering around and enjoying the garden, which is
full of meandering paths, quiet places to sit to enjoy the
views and birdsong, and to see the flower borders filled with
unusual plants, shrubs and trees.  The Rev’d Stephen and
Mrs Joan Bazlinton have lived at St Helen’s since 1973.  The
original garden to the cottage was 70 x 40ft and in 1980
they purchased an adjacent, redundant cricket bat willow
plantation.  The daunting task of clearing the area of head
height nettles and great willow herb, draining the land from
the line of natural springs to form a large pond and gener-
ally ‘taming’ this wild area is an on-going project.  In order
to celebrate the Millennium they decided to build a Millen-
nium Garden and in 1997 took over 200 box cuttings which
were subsequently planted in 1999 to form the number
2000 and the two Greek letters of Alpha and Omega.  This
parterre garden is now enjoyed from the summerhouse
close-by where you can look down onto the garden.  After
three harsh winters where many, so-called hardy plants
have perished, members were told that they now have a
policy to purchase plants and shrubs which are only hardy

larly hardy subjects for the garden has been interesting and
challenging but was pleased that those found and planted
are thriving in our very variable climate.  Throughout the
garden there are references to subjects in the Bible, eg
Adam and Eve, the original gardeners and a topiary serpent
to remind everyone; the sun and moon etc.    An interesting
question and answer session followed the very ‘naughty’
cakes and coffee.

September Meeting
This meeting will be back at the Day Centre on 3rd

September, when our guest speaker is Simon Charlesworth
from Downderry Nursery in Tonbridge, Kent.  His talk is
entitled 'A World of Lavender'.  Everyone is welcome –
membership is available at £12/£20 single/double or come
as a day visitor at £2.50.  Refreshments are available prior to
the meeting.  Doors open 7.30pm for 8.00pm start.

Maralyn Harris
Chairman

Tel: 07919 478144
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